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To •XJ~edite. eolleetioo of "Meberehtp due& at the 110othly .. atln:aa, huiek be• put 

toaathar "JiaeH-t.a" e.Oata.iotna duea t.ofotsatlon 1a.
1 

an env•lope addnsatd to , the· MCA. 
lndtvtdu.ab iuteruted in jolnin& tha club should aa.U lio their du.e.., !'l Keaberebip earda 
eao ...tbeo M Dic.ked uo at t.be fol_lovt.o• .-ea.t:tn• . ....,.- -..~ .,.,._,. ' "' _, _ _.._..~..,- · . 
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! 

fTh:'ttbrArya='t'll \'do'h*b8*"i.oVI~i···l:o:ttliiiV"bCiie at AlUk&MoUntatfteertn&~;. 
! 'nd .Hiktni ~on :·~pe~a~l!o&d. ~ aoo~~f-~}!Oo€c~!*i-".€~~~l,.,~~~~i!~ ~~ 
•ove :\1111 be aade • .-'!be library vill be -open clu~tn&bu.tneas boun Qn ,a ~ 
.regular . basta • .., · 

. -
D. Hut a: :. <;John 'll1111un,"' 279-1246 

· ~ i ,...)., ,._~.._ ... x, ·~-
• -·· t<- -' - -.. ... 'l.:t .. "'!. .. ~~'""· ....,., "" - ~~- ... 

C~natruction of the proposed hut at the weat end Of the aoaber Caacter has· 
been delayed ~~~·l~at!on ~of~ ~h@~r••: 

>:Expana..ton en-d .r e pair .Of -the 'Hint ··Cl.acrtei- '"hut :vtlllbe ~""etarte4 ~• -.oon-~~· the 
weather .lJ!e t'IDi ti' · • . .._ - - · · 
!Kr~a·· 'ttt~l .,drti 

·B.- !HCA 'Equtp.ent·-.t 'Al•Sii.& Mou.D£atne4!rtn&~ .. .-.;a Uktai; . .... ".. . .... ..~ '\- ... ,.·- . '- ~ . .,_._-:-.~' -!~·......:;..· .......... ~ _,... • 
.. y ....... ... • • •• 

Alaska Mountaineering and Hiking on Spen.ard Road baa club ·equtpaaent for use 
by me.bers upon present-It ion of a. cunbni' .elabeHb1] -ll/d. ~ There are cum
pons, bel.eu, tee-axe8. ahOvela, &n~d ~-s...epa:'mtjee fa~ lri~ Uut co•e, first 
aerve blsh, althoUgh firSt :preferen~ce·.,.f.or ahoVels .aDd ... pie'pa aoea to tboae 
involved in aoy ... ~lup- ~riP;&·"-. : ...... i..)y"f -:l1!.:"''.~N~ . .:. 

P , I ExeeutiVe'.Repori 
"t>i b)~ie$'lbbo !l~ 
1. ... "\ Hiat··:H~t .'lx.,anaion .. _ . n , • , _ ·~ .. • _ • 

2. 

3. 

Expansion bf the but v1111.nelu.de ~ i.ev 'floor, ~o.aUl.S.t .in& ' the en.ttre ~ . 
r hut, and adding a new •ton~ porch. An appropr·ietioo of $l,SOO.OO vas 

••de for the repairs and helicOpter ":alrtlile .. ·tor .... -the' hUt. •-Dave~ s'ta~heli 
and John Dillman vtll be _dtreet ~a."a · t'he ...... eoUetrUetio,!l• .!'~ ::. _:..-~ ~ J. • .._ 

Proposed Bollber Glaeter tlut · ~~ ._ Jr .. -~ • ; ~ 

The construction of the .. hut Will...,M " delayed one 'Year ·tor' 1:-e-e'valuatlon 
of the erea for avalanche danaer. sn.ow depth, and acc.eaeibUit'y. · ~ 

., · :'tpllli~it~.t I!)A.trt t.a•.t oJt~ '1iTilb!-'~ ~ !~ .\u .ll.dt:.Gf-1 :.. c 
Via Boeaan Ubrar1 ' ... 
An appropriation of $300.00 vas -ad~~or buildtna lockable cabinets for 
the library. Dave Pahlke ~11 be· conetruCt~ni. tbe cabinets. 'An ap
pra1ea l for the eatiaated value o~ t~e ~~b!•~~ ~l!l be ' . .ade. 
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-,4 1;}~e~au~hor~_$;>f..r~? ,Way.6 ~tq. the. WildVi.'nu-6 are c~r~~ntly intere~t~d in 
,, r~n~got~~t~~g .}h~i! ~o~~ract .with t:he ... ~ountaif.leers. ;•JThe MCA ~as been 
ole~~~y-ing_~pm~_,!'.9Ya~_tJe~~fp_r~the. book,·;l>Ut have had.rio input. ;The 
.Board has decided to no.longer receive the$e,royalties for several 
.; ~ ... ; ... l. -· ~-- .-.... ~·-= ~--~ ... '. ·- ..... 

Il~~so~~-~viiLEJ!~~s!~b_.bii~.,.hP.~i!lput,.in~.?,,t:he,..publ_ication, and b) the_. pub
(<t~~~fi.gp0~~e§~ .. ,-~o_..pz~X:~~!~~9. ~nd .the.;:authors .do :not .want to do the , ..•. 
·revisions for .the monev .. offPrPtL 

II! OLD,BUSINE~S 

A. The annual MCA picnic will be held 
Campground "A". Cooking starts at 
out. Questions should be directed 
Cavanaugh~- 337-1394. 

' .. 

Saturday, August 27th at Eklutna Lake, 
2 p.m. and will continue until it runs 
to Bernie Helms, 243-3124 or Eileen 

-~ '. ,· .·. :. "-~···· 

B. Meetings for the MCA will be held at the Pioneer Schoolhouse through 
November. Any change will' be announced in SCREE. If meetings are moved 
back to Central for the winter, consideration}>fmov~ng the meeting time 
to 7:30p.m., to allQw time for slide shows and clean-uo beforP 10:00 n_m 
will be in order~ 

III. NEW BUSINESS 

-A. ELECTIONS 

,C. 

.E1.ect1ons tor MCA .otticers will be coming up in October·. , 2Positions opening 
will"be! two boc:i;d 'pos:it:i.~n~:- president, vice.,;.president, secretar:y, treas
urer. Any recommendations should be made to the current board or at the 
J:text meeting. 

J.CE-~LIM~·I.*L:c~~S? .• ~~;september,;24 -;and ;25 
·-~• ""h h-·.-.'1""<' .,n",.,r,:R..;~'n-r•1rl!!'!!<V!'l 11' .'?ni"~CJ·••• _ 
The annual ~MCA technical ice climbing school will be ,held the last weekend 
in Septe~ber •. ,~The. '.c~ur~~ will :consist ;~f _on~ classroom session - which is 
~andatory ·;_: a-~·d 't~c:i days of- ice climbing at. the Matanusk~ Glacie·r. (See 
following article for additional details.) 

'·;. >•. '' ·rn, ,;:lf't r (!£; 

'.:'ANNOUNC-EMENTS 
·~~ ... t .... ,~~ .... i ;,_~·-;.:... .... ;[.. 

• ·~·~ n; ·~ ·;s(;;":"~;ll 1 
t,• <~:'.There,is~o~ .• ~~~~.wJ:_og}?O<?.~ ~n_~the Mint. Glac~e:r.)lUL.thanks to .Dave ... ~""' 
,1<0 St~ehel.i ·: l:·If,ca~Y.qn_e ~n_ows .the -~hereabouts .of 

1
the ..first log put in ·the 

hut in the 60s, _P,l.~a~~ .~e-~ ~he club know. ,The _copy taken from the hut 
by Pave will be put into the library. 

'2. ·, Ther·e -will be ·a- -frail ~clearing ·party for East !Win~· ~:Th~se. ·interested 
~"l'' ··:'shoufd'~eetil~~1{he' nark.'iriQ:''lnr- '::it- ln~'oo., 'm -:l:i ... -t,.:;~·.: .,.,..., , -' 0 

••• 
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Place: 
Date:··: 
Fees: 

·:The American Se~tion' of the Alpine 'Club will ~e 'meeting at the Mt. 
McKinley Village, September 17th, for' their. anm.ial meeting. There are 
·about 30-40 members'in Alaska, and there were about 50 people who showed 
:up·at the meetingtwo years ago: The'event wiil start at 5:00p.m. with 
!a banquet to ·be followed by slide 'presentations: :p~uil Goodwin, John 
.waterman,TSusan·Havens:~· Dinner will''cost''about''$20.00 .. Those 'inter-
ested should contact Steve·· Davis~at :the No'i:-th 'P~cific Fisheries Council 
or ~ohn Dillman, 279-1246. · Non-members are welcome. ,_ "·· · 

. _ _,~- ~~fyn1. ~~~~,·~·~~<.:".: -·~ · .-:-:::x ·· .. ~ 
-4.-r\PThimk· you~" Pa~line~ Dickey·~ 'for 
~~~ .effort was indeed,appreciated. 

your ;,.;~rk'·~~- ~~~~Ihbiy~of the SCREE:,.., .. Your 

~: Thank you, Tim Neale and Dave Pahlke, for your slic:ie,..present'ation: 

R~~p~ctfully -~ubmitted, =t;: 
.. , ~ . i...d:L'f(".)"; ·, .. 

~· .-~.-..... •.?· .. ~~""~~ 1 it 

"Bernie Helms · 
-\ r d ·L ~ ; 

! TECHNICAL·- icE scHooL ~'J"M.. ·~ 

''Matanuska Glacier · : <:: • .: <'J ····.' 

; September 24, 25 (Saturday .imd ·Sunday) 

Classroom Session: 
$5.00 class, $7.50 access to glacier ; 
September 22 (time and place to be announced) 
MANDATORY! If you cannot attend please do not 
44 students - members only 

- This class is 
sign up. 

Class Limit: 

This school will present the techniques necessary to become at least a competent 
second on steep ·ice, such as waterfalls and gullys. We vill not be teaching any gla
~cier travel techniques . 

.• :. :~ ~ '1 : 

PRE-REGISTRATION WILL BE REQUIRED. Sign ups will be. at the· t_August meeting for 
present members and at the September meeting for present and 'new members. We will not 
be signing up students (or new members) at the class room session.·· All students should 
be members by the September club meeting. If members cannot attend the meeting in Sep
tember they may register by calling Terry Becker at AMH," 272-l811. · Remember, last 
chance to sign up is the September club meeting. If more·· than '44 ·:·students sign up a 
system of alternates will be used. 

This annual extravaganza will oeg1n :september 22, with an indoor session. This 
class will include lectures, equipment displays, and a short slide program. Students 
are required to bring their boots, crampons, and ice axes for inspection. Rental 
equipment will be handed out. ·' (Please try to buy or borrow equipment as the club has 
limited supplies.) Groups will be assigned. Fees ~ill be collected. (Please try to 
have exact change - $12.50.) ALL STUDENTS MUST ATTEND! '·' ·" : 

·The outdoor session will begin at 10 a.m. on Saturday, September 24, at Matanuska 
Glacier at the parking lot closest to the glacier. Plan on leaving Anchorage no later 
than 6:30 a.m: ··or go up Friday night. This is an overnight car camping trip, so weight 

-. 



.-.A __ .,·.·: .... - ... ••.•• •• , •• :r~~r· _ ,:·.~ .. ,-~ "' .. ,. .. :::..· 1 ·t: .. -. .-~·;.~ .. ~~~-!'.:·~!~~,:14~ 
won't be a problem~ "Bring tent and stoves,<>: or ·charcoal or logs, ·lawll cha1.rs, ·etc.· .,~. 
Don't forget beer, wine, and good food._ The lodge ~ip be open .for. tho.se who_.dqt:t't ;:;~f 
ltlant :~o ·cook: ·out.: 
Wf~'1-~ .i0\~~1~ :~s;;.~ 

. ~ ·' .. ' ... 1 : . :·· - ·• . . .• .. ~ 

Prior experience ·wouLd be ne.tpru.t but l.s not aosoJ.uteJ.y necessary. - J.t 1.s suggestea 'i:, 
that thos'e' of you~ who ~re ~not'· irl' 'gcicid climbin~(shar;e'~"ao.,. s'oine 'pre·-~cia's's 1tondition1n&'%:: 
(upper body strength should be emphasized).· Another. hint ,: get -·a_ hamme_!" :·a.n~-- so~-~-- 16~ 
penny' i}ails' a'nd 'dri ve'1 th~'~'fla~hs· 'in'to ., ~4s"''6~ othe"f'i Sct1p'Hihih'bef.'. 

:.t~:.J. ~a.t,g;)~·..w. bns. ~~qJ~'{ :~;_"'u~ i:~ Jti.a.u.~afio r~.; ·. ~a.~:J.;f•t?;$fJ,yu~t.:.:!D,t.?~~~:;l~ 
!;~Hiememb~r ;·this ·ci~ss ···is nc)t 'foi:• glaci.e!" w~iki~g ,'\ ~nd., ~~~r··p~t ___ c~t,~!>. poJ~cy-;:-':J>l,~~'$e, ~ 

leave your dogs at'home:: 
. ·'! 

. If any~ne has 'any questions ··please call me at AMH, 272-0811. 
~ . .;i}g.a.IIJ":Oil -::J 
,. ~f , ..... ~, .. .;, . '.- .... f ok ,:_·,q.~ 
Terry· Becker· 
, • i i ~l f> li.iti. ~!;) A.J.t-

ICE CLIMBING CLASS EQUPMENT LIST 

(Everyone must have all equipment.) ' '.n• ~ · .: :·1 ? · -·::· ·. ·· · ~~ti 
/ 

Ice axe - 70 em or shorter, curved pick with a web sling 
Crampons - 12 points, hinged or rigid 
Helmet . •· 
Harness -: .. 1 .or 2 piece or :22' .:w:eqbing' 
Locking carabiner <.':I : .. ~ ~J·.:,:;~ ;~. ?,·; ' .. ·r·.; · .• : 
Rigid soled mountain boots -'-no hunting boots''or .. wafflestompers 
Ice hammer.., optional,'get one if :you ·can 
Day pack - for all this junk 
Lunch - for two days, a thermos is nice 
Wind parka and pants - Goretex or other se~i:_wB.te'i· -p;;ofs· iD·i.~:;;..:: 
Wool or pile pants - no jeans ·or cotton pants· ~ •::.. :.:"; ,., -.d .-.;; . .. "'ij > 
Pile jacket or wool, or polar'guard type .·' '3!i J_f>~:'-1": ~o.,~ ·(11 -~;.J 't~ 

. f:. 
Wool hat or pile hat . . · · · . .-.. , . . 
Wool or pile 'gloves -~ind mitts .;,;. bring 'ext:rcl~,'){Jit'' ~ we't" 'ouC1th'e'r~ 
Overmitts -.water-proof or :repellent ... ~~.r;J._'l-:t:;.J;:;.t .·o:rn, .. : :rr,~· ·•·.1:-;:u 
Gaiters 1 '. , "'"" :1iilt ~-: ·'•·n::' r:a }{:~·•· Jti,":-,i'5i7.0(1 'u. no. bJiitf~J ~)~l :t~id.· ... "$ 

sunglasse~· a;d·~~l~c-ie·; :cr~ain; ·:band ani · visof :hai. ~ rl3"ltlo 9li.t C:\i 
Camera, guitar, .violin, sax;~trumpet,:\hums',~ walkmann .. ,t.Aetc:r:tr~ 2 
Camping equipment, food, etc.:, 1for overnight :rc: .... ;,! ,tY~:~:w 4 '':'·'".::" '.<-~:1 

~ .... ~§~ ... :~:- ~ .•. ;.;. ~W' .-H.! 

John Dillman 
· .. :; u .+ -.~·.~:• r . br· :..! ~-~ 

KNOYA'CLIMB 

July 23, 1983 

Despite overcast skies and the threat of rain, five people got togethe·r:· to do some 
. . . . ' . . . ' ~ • . ., ··,\t/· ' . • .. ;. 

easy climbing in the near Chugach. ·pat Murray had originally planned this climb, :t>ut 
. . f) • .,. ,•, . • . • \ ; . ;'l•.j' .t 

thought it might be inappropriate to"show·up with two broken legs; so he kindly gaye '\IS 
his detailed directions for finding a' shortcut' which: would ;cut ·out. s"everal ntl.lei{ f~om' 
the route in 55 Way-6. ',·He also arranged permission to start'''at'j Stuckagain H~ights .' 



···--~- T\lanks·, Pat; .. ,There were a -few :changes, however . 
•. :i.:t-.:.~. f'.-d ..... .J,..LA.t ...... lli'*''·"~. t ~f~1 .;·.... ·-:-\,.,.¥ .i.,,t.::- ... f.-·· -44-l.t - . • ' . ·- ~· 

1i nl)b·'-nrfw ~ninth >tt")l- -n.-..o~ nd J:.tJ~"" f.J~ho-f. ~1f\T ·. L::,:-:•1 . . 
·we· never- did find the shoestring hanging from a tree to guide our .. way through the 

brush. Maybe the light was poor. We also were a bit overwhelmed after missing a turn 
and,J.?.~.t;.sJ,n?Yr&ply~s ~i;f.~.L-~~,1 P!'cJ.~~~.fc~;r:tg ,d?gs .. d~T!le~ s:t.?~~~:.C?u~. p~g Y,ou ~e~~io~ed h~d ·: . 
app~,r~,J?:,~;t.Y. ~.E!!.E!!n _!!le.ryest-HP !.'~:<?. n~gh~s ___ b_ef9re ,our ,ar:p.val and that .threw us off· for awhile • 

. -- ·'But- ycitC faile'd to m~nt,i,on.)\F~~\ cr~:} ~e,_._~i_gn _says_, }DON~;;r~ PJ.AY. WITH THE PUPPiEs! II. 
Ha, I though..t. Suddenly from nowhere came an onslaught of fur, -yelps, and wagging tails. 
I was under attack by at_ least 14 .of them ... , Have you ever been surrounded by .excited 

;,, "' ·' ,.'·.~ ~ · t-' i.ll.'"i.. .l· ·# • '· ~·~.l.··~-· ot:",.o~.J....oo~~..L-• ---~ '- "·· · ·' • 

little pups· just starving for someone to play with and shoes to .chew. on? ~It was hell~ 
Pat. · '·· · 

. £ £8.!)~5:\~ ;')·:'fli> jS Sill'! ! h'.'} '':c11':·:;r ., ?Jt('>J:j;;a·~Uv ?_a/$ eM ::·;10'(;!;~. ; ~ 
But we made it through. Before the day was done we climbed not only Knoya, but 

also Tikishla and nearby Kanchee. Making the climbs were Pat Ragar, Barb Kaehler, 
Marcia Bandy, and Mike Shla~li: 

July 24, 1983 _ 

r. ~ 

·. :tl.;I~L~~~~;;L~!I. r_J.1 ~~~it:P:l:i~?l 
CLIMB OF MOUNT SUSITNA, 4396', USGS TYONEK B2 

-_ ;;.:~~; 

Shortly after joining MCA in 1958 I innocently asked, "How does one climb Mt. 'r 

Susitna?" This produced guffaws and a spate of derisive answers like, "No one climbs 
Mt. Susitna", and "You land at .the top, _walk down, and then walk back up again." . I ·, 
have gazed at Susitna e~~iy ~a; fo~ twenty-five.jears, ·just as everyo~e gazes at it.~~ 
This summer, by golly, I climbed it. _ , , . < ,_ , ~ _ ;:. ~:,.-!-1 

The "crux" of the climb was Larry Sc,hmidt, Larry is a helicopter pilot affianced
to my daughter, Catherine. He had never climbed a mountain on purpose, but 'with ~?,000 
hours, mostly in Alaska, Larry knows what he is doing with a bird .. · .. ; , · C '· · 

On July 24, six of .us got into the Bell Long-Ranger for the thirty minute flight · · 
to the mountain. Included were Larry, Catherine, Judy McConnell, Malia Spaulding, 
Gwynneth Wilson, and me. Larry landed on a bench at 1500' on the east side of Mt. ·' 
Susitna approximately 1/2 mile north of the_deep gully which runs up between the "he~d" 
and "torso" of Sleeping Lady. Alexander Creek _was 3-1/2 miles east across heavy forests 
and swamps. Cabins on the creek were mostly out-of-view behind Dinglishna Butte, 479'. 
The. braided lower Susitna River lay beyond . 

._ ~·,~>-:~i.t~'~ t-;_J~:-·: ... 
The first thousand feet up the mountain was tall grass, thigh-high, stubbly blue-

berry bushes, and thick patches of alder. Signs of bear were abundant. At one spot, 
deep in alder, we came upon a place where a black bear had been eaten. All that re
mained were a few strips of hide and one paw. Emerging from this disquieting spot, we 
could trace where the victim had been recently dragged down a grassy slope. · 

Gaining t~ndra at last, it was an easy walk up successive rocky shelves to the top. 
We knew we w~re'nigh'near when ~indblown trash began to appear on the slope. There is 
a Super Cub. landing st'rip on top. a~d an U1ll11anned relay station in a long quonset hut. 

. -:- _. . . . ~ t1' 41 . • ·•• - ; . ·.:' .... . . . J • 

It contains busily burbling generat9rs, much electronic gear, and quarters complete with 
food, c~rboys· of water, bunks, and stitchless goddesses on the walls. 

-# ~ j :~ .J ~" .: 1 . . 
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, '' ,, . '·. . ,, ·, ·. . ' , . . , ; . ' ' ' 

· 9.~~(1W~;W<)lk~d.r~C?rth . .J/8.mit~ .. t()~~he.summi~ knob,! ;4396 ; and then back south. to the · 
l~~~rt...;'?f,.~he "tors<:)~~•'· 4?55~! .twe q~d_pot ,~e~~;:epct~C> the 3760':.col (appropdately from ~: 
the Latin "collum" meaning "neck") which leads to the Sout~.J;'eak, A25l';.:.(the."}lead",t.$W 
of Sleeping Lady). Views west tc>ward the :rord~illos and into the lush, lake:poc~e~ )i\~: 
dra;n,~ge~ .. !?~l}~n.~ "M;;..,, S~~!En<l,,~e'f~~P~E~ iSHt~~~:y ::t~~<lfd,~.m~ 

.·· .:.: .. Descending a .. bit .to the .nortn .o.t our way .up_ ~o .. taKe adval_lt~ge.,;ot;}:rqck~and ~tundra~.~ 
., , .. ..f.L '•' --· .! • ,.,.~. ,;.~ ~ ·:~, J..• .•, •.·- .- ~~ ~ .. • L -.L. •·· -·· ~-~ -· - ··! .·. - . ' ", - . . . . ' '- •. -~ . ' ' ' '>- ........ ,. . • '" .. ..,. 

as .much as possible, we ,still could not avoid alder and ~:Jigns :Qf.:beat:'.~!..:,We regained~the 
• ' ... \"_);.,t~4 ...... u ,·1, ... -·~- .... -..... '( ,...-. ~- ........... ' .... ~ .. _ •• ~~, 

helicopter nine hours after starting . 
.. :~--- :.-·' . ! :···, :. :_ . . · ·_:~~-i-- ;.~~~ -· .. ·· -.=-.:-. 

If one wants to climb the entire mountain from Alexander Creek or Susitna Station, 
he had better take a'· machete and allow two to three days! ., .. 

Rod Wilson 

WOLVERINE CREEK 

... 
Ten of us showed up at 7 a.m. and journeyed to the.trailhead near the outlet of. ~. 

Wolverine Lake, northeast of Palmer. You reach this by turning off the Glenn Highway 
.at Palmer. (the Tesoro Station exit) and going 2+ miles east across the Matanuska River 
t.o 'ciark..:.Wolve'rine Ro~d. F~o~ there it is 6 miles to Wolverine Creek and 2.2 miles .to 
the turnoff to the right and another 0.3 miles to a small creek and a·turnaround. · Pro
.c.eed through the gate and up the road 0. 8 miles to a cabin - a summer "camp" for those 
tending cattle on.this leased land. ·This road may be passable by 4-wheel drive. 

After another 3/4 mile or so on a broad, climbing "cow trail", the route turns down
ward nearly to Wolverine Creek on a good trail cut into the hillside. ·Follow Wolverine 
Creek, never actually being on its bank, ·for about 3/4 mile past a small creek where the 
trail turns sharply left, up a long, steep ridge -;- the USGS map .is helpful to find this 
place. The "best" trail goes past this point.and.eventually peters' out- we ·know, we 
missed the turn. ·If we'd turned here_, we would have gained about 600' or 700' eleva
tion to a broad bench that e~~eqd_s _al.J ..:t~e ,_way _,to ,;the forks ~of ,.,W:ol verine Creek and 
bey_ond, ·up the left fork. :~i.l.oJ .. ~ : . .t,;,.JJ:v~~~~;:;¥1 Jd::>J~~~ -c.rm.~~.2.r;l.1ic:J .. ncg§J.·i ~ . . ~. . . " . . " ..... ' -~. . ~ -· ··. . . . -

Instead, we proceeded along. t~E7 ,grad~ .. of ,the .creek and after .about 2 miles the go
ing got so bad we climbed up· a steep scree slope several hundred feet and eventually 
found the trail, plus a.'iot of rip·e blu~b~-~ries .. .- __ · .... .': ··.- ... ; ·. ,., ·'··· ,. 

,. ·-· .-.· (· ... • .. ··:·.,....,o<·; .. •• -: ··_·'; ·. r t'·"t.: .• . ·:.' _1 _, •••. • -~ • ' .,~.•r --~~·-:.·~~.:-;:,_ 
.1::: l£ "Jl~_t;o'th ~- ri:::•tJ.'t 'h.:!).!' Itrtyu~ Jl~n<.t.· r,r~~_,rr · 

We camped near an ()ld ca])in a~ the forks ;-: .• _not the. cabin ·I ·remember when an old 
man- Mr. Moorehouse, I think- lived in it when,I'last was there·25 years ago on a 
sheep hunt. At that time the trail was on the south side of Wolverine Creek .and started 
at Lazy Mountain - but parts ~f ,it, slid down the hill int() .the cr.eek. Dawn Moreau 
elected to stay· in the cabin, which ·had four bunks of sorts, :a workable stove, table, 
etc., and lots of mementos from earlier days :and vario_us tenants. :~' : · :-

Sunday morning, John Nevin,· Gregg Moulton, Dawn,· and I hiked up the trail and then 
climbed the 4,670' mountain behind us -.but only John and Gregg got all the way up. 
The weather was a little shaky, but we never got rained on either day.· ;But neither did 
we see much game - two moose on the way out, which took .. about four hours, versus seven 
coming in. 



·:we learned that '2 days'· isn't ··enough to get far into· this ··country where there ·are 
sheep, easier·travelling and rugged scenery, inCluding glaci~r~:·,. And the creek'was high 
We needed .. 3 or' 4. to 'do it ·right.:: :nfl .(,;c~! i.!bi>L•i ii.::d;i;:;· { .w.::.:'ir;"· aaJ.n~L,;; · .. ii.;''i 1 :!'1_. :;i it:·', ·:· .: . 

n9A~)cq-~Atd ,ri<::•1.f ~·r!:i· {.'jd· bnfi; .a.o:tfl:IL~if-'!;2'~;f::t. b'!sw-b'i.:~~S;-~ .-e·,;i:•.t:: ;("/E:iJ.J fiaf.~l.?~J?,~ 'h• ·· 
Aside from the leader getting'·"lost" '.0~ the- way ,··in·; ·:the trip.,wa~'·:uileventful bU:C~:: 

rather scenic along the bench and higher elevations - looking into the Wolverine. Canyons 
and at •the backside of Byers' (Mataii.uska) 'peak and other''.rugged peaks' to the. south·. ·;;:•·-·.-., -.. 
Other hikers included Marcia Bandy~ Kathryn Engle~,-·curvin Metzler'.' Susa~ Scherke;:i.b~~h:·t. 
Judy Woodwa.rd, and Marty Bassett. 

. . . '". " - .... -~-" 
··~ - . ''"; ... . ··:::;: 

tQaHW t-o.1~ A NOTE OF THANKS .• ~ . '~ . - ·~ . -

Enclosed, please find a "poem" of thanks to the MCA for making my Alaskan vacation 
and adventure such a terrific one! I truly admire the enthusiasm and effort all of you 
put into your club to make it the success it is. I also feel as if I located the "pot 
of gold at the end of the rainbow" when I became affiliated with your members'and group 
functions. I tried to express my sincere thanks to y'all through this "poem" - if it · 
could be relayed to the members, I would truly appreciate it. 

·.- ,. •• "' • ~ ---.. r ... 
' . " 

· :Thanks, all of you, •once again~ and if you're ever in the Houston area. ·olease look 
me up! 
... \ ... {j 

'..L 

Sincerely 

Donna 
' ... ) 

''A Thanks ·to 'all 'of Y' all" . ' - r , -

Coming from Texas for a break and a rest, .'} · 
I knew Alaska offered outdoor adventure,· t.ruly .,Set best 

, •.. ' . \ • ~) -~ f Li;J .. .$ ....; ~ ~d l: t • J ~ -~ • •. :; !' H :j ..1 • 

Yet, being alone and not knowing the trails~-., '· : 1 

I began calling and searching for vital details. 

·' ~The numerous calls were not made in vain, . 
:For I finally made ~contact with a group, 'so humane! 

• F ,;,> i:-; 'i ~~ :·· .. • i . . ' . ' ·: ·; • .. • ;, 

Dona Agosti supplied such a dyn~ic list, 
rh1 I felt Victor Creek, Eklutna Glacier' arid Castle 'Mountain '~f?-·v·: ' 
~:;8'~.!(;~-~ <jUSt COUldn f t be miSSed! : f I '''•i' ; : • '<} ;· ~-I •:, 

~:J<l"1J ~:-;:f.: ~ '-':· .: (,.': : .-.~ -..f._, :a .rfjt;<H~ ):,J ~: L · · ~; :,} .. ·~· · < 

:s~ .. ·.Other splendid places llike Crow Pass, Arctic 'Valley, ·Independenc'e 
. . · Mine, Eagle River and Wolverine Peak ..... · 

Boy Scout ·Rock, Alyeska, and the Old Johnson Trail, and Rainbow 
Valley at McHugh Creek -

,·'.All offered beauty, grandeur, peace, and joy to me. -;;. l•!j~j, 
1:•.But the great people I shared these moments with,· J1~1.-·&-· a.i'.-~' •;-.1;; 

created my sincerity.·. "·: · - ·, 



t£1le, 1 J.~.~.1Jng p( .. acceptance, warmth, helping,:and ,sharing, ·:1.f~i.<>))~:~:~.!{{.·:'; 
Made me realize; ·the MCA is composed of the· concerned and caring! .;. · · 
~...... .... - J,-£' - ~· _. •. ~- -- . ·-- • .. • 

u: .wou.La ,pe _a m1stake to deny my regrets ~in "leaving,:;h£.;.~~1£l.:;f~~i.''.fic.9 
.J~::u~. t~,.,;,.-:..J~, ·G'i .. ~· , . , f . 

For it's the friends I've made and the scenes I ve viewed, that ::~~-
;:;;:Jj·h~ye2tj.ie-'1PY v_isit so relieving .and pleasing' ·· . · . 

H'Pw~~r:v.~'~.~.Y-~ii ~9~'t, find such a conim~tt_~d9r&aniza.tio·~~i#<>.:.~~r~B·,~F~t~;~ 
Hi;,. h~-~~.~,f}l,!pg ,,~pv~ronment such as th1s, in Ho.~ston,- .J;i.f!~O:j_ J flp?l 1J.> ;::.];~'"> 
~ich makes v' all and Alaska even more wort:hv of .<:~ onn..t "hnn<: t-, n' 1 I "•·'• 

So_,· I. w.ant ·.all .of you to know, that my somewi:tat':.J:-eluctantl :~w®,i]U.t\1,.:~?~~· 
;H.a:.-..,;1_ ~(·~iJG ·J>:.ll"<;,." ~rl.,. 

.· :~.oeparting attitude, 
r~::ox~sf.~.~l§.ni~x filled with deep respect .;and )much gratitude! ;,t~;~'•:" 

---; .... A SOLSTICE TRIP 

J!~anks: ;~.r: .. :J;;~ar~,ng, _;;i 
.-. ~J.fr.~~1~. ~r~~~n-~qJ· 
Dgnna Couvillon 
Houston,"· Texas 

... • ":"!. ;_~.J::.tf;~"f{::..:J. JF'~:Ci;;; T·_: :~~~-~;:/:\·~·:. :..,. 
i · ·~ r~ ... ~-:~"'~r., )"' ~·, ..,.,) . , -~· .. 

. On August· 20 !lnd '~~.~·~;z ~6 individuals participated in MCA' s packpacking adventure 
into Kenai Fjords'·National Park. They were John Balcerak, Marcia Bandy, Eile.en . · 
Cavanaugh, Bernie Helms, Don Hansen, Joyce Leonard, Gretchen Reeve, :Prisci+la Lukens, 
Michael Rees, Jim Lase he: -~Mike. Miller, Alan Johnson, Pauline Keyes, Katy B:>:rne, Mark 
Findlay, and John Morris. 'The event inspired the following account: •. ·.; .. J!JLt i::·~<l".l 

• . • ... • \ .... _,· ~· ( ... ·_.;.._,._ .' :: t t ....... ,! 

:' r.·~t.<""'-'1 n••·.-:'"''1' b',.·"• 
It's been' two months si~ce"" the solstice; 
the sun' s not as high .. , .... 
The snow's .creepinf'towards us; 
Color~d leaves 1lleet ~he::eye. 

~ L .:: , .. ··''-' ·i -.~1• •. I'J .. .::..~.J -..1'"' 

~· ~· r~ '""'. '."·•.' • ·.·- •r ::·· '! i':r'<..; ~rJ ~- f"'":;~T~h 
Yet amidst"the profusion 
of berries and brush, ... · __ ,,, 

. ~ ' ' ·< • ... .· ~ ._ 1 ... • •'." ~-' :~ ~- : l. t 

there remains ample moments 
to explore m~Jnt:ain ~"hush".· 
.;L~:: ~~~- .. L:..~.;:,._;.;,_ ~----i . .J ;:tu• .... · ~iJ. 

To explore it ·up 'close''"'.;~-· 
away from !=;he rest; ,, • 

n---~_.., ·~- .• :;ixl'...:l···- · .•. <,.t_- t"'-:3 
t~ adv~nt~re.~~thin ,1~,~ 1 
to·'seek peace ·at "its best: ·- \ ' .·.. ,-,, ._,. . 

. . '' ,;-.] r <''. j.;:t'-··'""-':'l'"Irfj 
W1th this as our interest, 
we departed .. thi~ 3~o~·;, ·,;., 
A score·'·olt:;ss ·'~ P.~ol'};tj; wo 
sixteen; i~efield bound. 
~~ ... :..:o·-·~.d ::.~-~ ... .flw'..:t; ... t.J.u"·.i .&-•LLH..rti D 

• .. _,".--.~, ~ ~t-,l't: ~-,~~"\Ilc ..... 't~"'r't oj· 
Our embarking was timely; 
the commute trouble-free. 
As we hiked from the trailhead, 
high overcast, had we. 

-The route we were following 
didn't ~hillenge us at first; 
'til it narrowed and st~epened; 
As a ~'trail", 'few are worse. 

While some hoped for sunshine 
we all soon· sunnised ~ 9Jj rf,/ 

that: the· high ci~rus "cloud.iness 
kept us cool as we ·climbed.' 

-O'er roots and erod-ed trail 
our''boots''squished' and 'skid. 
We found lots of vielJ.points 
'which 'from elsewheb~'were''hid. 

-•n!>!U Vic_, 5:? 1:: i"1e.:f arij :l~t' 
._ ' . ' ~ . . . ~-·. : '. ;· . 

Not long after lunchtime :·,;: 
the first.'ha~dy· ~61e§,l jn~ 
tread·their way 1ever'lightly 
through·~ a "m~adow "of ~ roies ~· '1 

. b .!.1'.,::;, .~d ·~ :i :--~~, • be ~·t; _sr :r 1 ,~,. 

Our ascent to the Harding 
was still out of sight, 
But this meadow of tundra 
was to be nightfall's respite. 
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We dispersed .to discover i!:t't:qn 
our own unique spaces; ~rl:f lo 
to construct and enliven 
our Eurekas and North Faces.1!rJ. 

Ji:rLt th<:J:>!•Jl:": ~w r X '' ~"~~~.~~~~~; 
With a view that commanded boa. 
Earth, Ice, Snow, and Sky, __ ,.Ji¥1 
we chose campsites insuring~'~fC 
a rest, ~ound and dry! nl.~~~lt 
!'";Jt,i.:.::~.:" D(~o3 16 ·:·(· \"i{::i~Y*~ ~'l 
In very short order 
With our slumber well planned,:· 
we resumed our climb upward- 'i · 

to the icefield o'er-land.;09~~ 

Past bushes c·oncealing 
their ripening fruit, 
and grasses demanding· 
a deliberate foot • .. ,:;•·,. · 

All the while we were passing 
to our south overhead, 
a group of goat residents 
gazing down fi·om their beds:"-~· 

. :·· •:. ~ , ... ' <j·.(~l:!)::l· 

Our steps led us higher i?3SY~ 
:to an alpine terrain, :-Hi it..::F;~ 
filled with wide open spa~es·l 
that few minds could contain. 

-~. . . . ·.r :. 

We soon stood supremely ;, :-::, 
at the prime viewing spot,' 
as we gazed at. th~ icefield 
with an Awe that that brought. 

;. : . ~.. • J : ... : '' . ~ . . ... ; 
White snowy fingers 
of an ice mass so great, dj 
extending around _us .• u .h.;!':IJi 
a mem'ry to make. 

: . .... : L : ... ~, . , . ' !\. ·~ ~... t? .., ,· ..... • ... :· "! .. ~ 'G 
we ~sha~~d~~~r."p~r~p~~tiv~s; 
we 'talked and compared, 
we studied the complexities 
of the world we saw there. 

".•.:;r>f:Hwl ~~.;1,\ .. :·J 
And I discovered quite simply 
that the role which we hold 
means no'm~re .than ,the ,passing 
of the wind, or the cold. 

...... . ·:·. ;.. --flY' 

For'the sounds of the marmots, 
an·d the· tracks· :ift ·the snow, 
leave no traces of the others 
'who 'conie ,t. pause·~ f. and go.· \ .. 
c-·· .t ;.,:t.~.'.,~:{~ f~ ·~ .{,; .· ":~~: t~.. ·-~~ >• 0.: :!:' ·_,:,_,; -~. · 
1AnC! 1t:'ft~"1't:b'tthat; ·pat'i:ern'· ~~·<£"' 
'fha t" '~~as.es to fail, .::;-:;:foi;.i?2}:; 
ewe l8J>'iln: !)~'bur' heels '. :. t~~··'\ii··;" 
rand ''re'i:"raci:'ed our tr'ail. ;;;-~.~ :-,..,~. 
J l'f·~·x ·}_•:.J.,;~·n;; o·;.\.t:r• · · ·· 

~e ~ay was just fading 
as our steps wandered back, 
.... ··• •'1'"'' • 1"·~ <:"':·~ r • to our.cookstoves and d1nners, 
';/ \ •<; f , •• j ")!>#,-. '""f •' . • 

and to _·unload our packs. 

Sleep came ever gently 
with the sure peace of heart, 
that comes from a day full 
of exercise and of "art". 

The dark settled 'round us 
with the stealth of -a prowl, 
for accompanying it swiftly 

. •' came clouds' rain' and scowl. 
' l~.;-lt.> .... -· '· .. ' .. 

, ...... ~:· , .. :- ... ~-.,:.: ., .. · .. ~.::· ... .r: ... r;.s.\.· 
.·:_A.dri.zzle'persisted .. , ··; ;.;L 
· ·through most of the· !light;':;::,. 
· ·which soon we ·discovered · - · 

would remain through the light 
' '}tj re t 1!.,J "";r ,; c~.,,., • ; f''', r"" I 

- . . ~ .! .)" 

The stage __ was awet on~ .. dl 
when in morning we woke, · .. 
to.'begin ~he pr~cessio~ .~ 
down the,roots, rocks and slope. 

The route suffered sorely . 
from our maximum -use' .. 
in c~~ditions lending g~e~ily 
to environmental abuse~ . , , 

. } .· . . . :. l ! :: . ··~ .~. • .. • ~ 

Yet, with-~gr~c~f~l. ·p·~;f~~an~ce 
of a mountaineer's descent, 
we executed precisely 
a three-:point· slide step .. 

1. ' ~ ' ~ .• 

A controlled alder slalom 
down the rocks, through the mud 
we wound back down the mountain 
to the_ ~alley's mild flood. 



~-With .the ·rain· :fa'll:fng' •tconstant 
~land. the clouds thi'ck ~an'd thin, 
~\fwo octets of hikers ~[~~ ,tff.:i 
.walked' out, the way in.· · 
"·' ',J. ·~·:< :{~·.. ·,,', '.•, . • '• # ' ',I ' ., ~ ::·: 

~rAnd ~ith hardly fa\ ~b"i·~~ther, -·· 
;'tbey' forged on' f({\:'he!'ir' homes.· 
~They ''r~·turned t~'fthe rclt:y < · :;· 

·to cO'ntinue . their"'01.ni' ::ltpoems", · 
... -:::'' ~L.,:·· · S·cQA-~tS ;···· - , 

.·But ling~ring behind them 
and fresh in their hearts, ... 
:'dwells' a iS.pecial remefubran2~ ''~'Ji 

:rnf .J{pn~i :·Finrrh:.· :JJ,.t-'in,;,., ·p,.'\-lc."l 

~'' 

LRespEictfuily subnii'tte&, ·a~i!-:>fj!f'k 
!'f(( 1 Ltw rro .t 
John Morris 


