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The meeting will be ~eld 1/ednesaay,-'danuary 16th at 8:00 p.m. on the top f loor 
of the Pioneer Schoolhouse , Third an~· Ea~le, Anchorage, Alaska. Aftor the bus
Iness meeting theo,~.l(llt be .~ sl.lde. show featuring Jim Eason's reeent 23 day 
cross-country ski t~I P tbrough the St. Elias Mountains. Jl• began his trip on 
the ~oast at llall splna Glacier, h?'aded Inland, and finally-~ at l:alanl 
Lllke. ,. • 

MINUTES OF DECEI'.I!ER GENERI)l MEETING, ~UIITAIHEERING Cl UB OF AlASKA 
lladnesday, December 11; .1979',' Central Junior High School, Anchorage . . . 
The meeting ~s cal led to order at 8:03 p.m. by President, Tim Neale. Paula 
Quer1ng Qave the Troesurer's report es follows: Checking $1,175.00; Savings 
$535.00 (to bi! cht119.e'd soon to a .aney merk4t fund); Petty Cesh $65.00 for • 
total of ·$1,728.00 . . AI RObinson reed t he •1nutes of the Novaober lle()ting. 
John Dillen Int roduced a guest .• Dr. Peter Hlckett. 

Committee Reports were as follows: 

Egu1~ent: Because the Club's rcpes , kept along with the other equipment at 
Alaski f'IOunta1naerlng and Hiki ng star~. waN pretty we.l l used, the Club will 
ord• r two n~ Goldllnt ropes. 

Nothing definite yet for tho future, but they will continue to be 

~~!ip.~::~ lohff reported that h2 had Olet with a loc.el HCAS reprosentatlve !I to be no plans fa~· any significant new tra1U In the Anchorage11ree. 
There fs also little Interest to date fro. tile snow-uchfners. Meiobers were • 
urged to talk with John 1f Interested In any trans. · 
Citizens Advisory Council to Chuaach State Park: Paula Querlng reported no 
monthly meetlngl'al been held yet. 
ll brory: Ho report. Hellbers. were adv1std to phone T001 MQach41• b.•fore look~ng 
at tfie Club library kept In his base11111nt. · • ' · .: 
SCREE: Help·was request ed In getting out thh 1110nthly bulletin. -Get 1n touch 
Wltli"l.feg leonard or Pauline Chase: • • • . 

. . . (Coritlnued) 
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(Minutes of December neeting - Continued) 

Climbing: Tim Neale reported that the t\~o scheduled climbs earlier in December 
had very little response. Although 15 signed up for The Wedge, only 4.came: 
Only 2 phoned about Hicks Creek. He announced that anyone interested 1n cl1mb
in9 The Wedge on January 5th, bring skis. John Dillman said the January SC~EE 
would have some late January climbs listed. The winter solstice camp-out w1ll 
be held on Flattop December 20th. 

The proposed membership Potluck dinner could not be held in December but an 
attempt may be made again in January on some weekend. Brandon Gentry volunteered 
his home. John Dillman suggested having it in March. 

Al Robinson announced that some of The Mountaineers books will be having higher 
prices beginning January 1, 1S80. The Mt. McKinley map of Brad Washburn will go 
up.from $4.00 to $4.95, and the ABC's of Avalanche Safety ~1i1l go up from $1.50 
to $1. 95 .. 

Drawings were held. for four Christmas nrizes and the following won: 
Laura Jerday: A freeze dried dinner 
William Dunagan: An ice-cream Certificate at Baskir.-Robbins 
~Jilliam Vennt:tte: $10.00 qift certificate at the Book Cache 
Janet Smalley: A 7!/lb ham 

After the intennission for refreshments, Dr. Andy Embick of Valdez gave an exten
sive slide show of two attempts~ the second one successful, of climbs of. the 
Northwest Face of Katchatna Spi r;-e. · His climbing partner on the second)ittempt 
was Jim Bri d~1ell. The slides had musi ca 1 accompaniment. · · · · 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 p.m. E. Allen Robinson, Sacretary 
. ' . . : . ~. . . . . ' 

- - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -' ,' i :-.: ,.,:.•' • 't\ ' :• :' I •. ~ ... 

AN EARLY REMINDER: .. 
Due to Fur Rendezvous activities, the Pioneer Schci'olh.ouse wi'll "not be av.ailable 
for the February meeti.ng. This meeting will be held instea.d ·af Romig Junior 
Hi'oh School and will occur on February 20th at 8:00 ·p.m.. '·· . · 

---- ~----- ~ -·-- ~--- •;•---- ~----------- ~- ~ ~ ~ 
: i : . - :. -~ . f i ·. . . . . . ~ . . . . -~ . . ·~-· 

SKI TOURING:-': ·: ., .. . ·. . .. . ;..· .. ·.:· .-: .. 
.. 
., 

T~w dtiY trip into Eagle River. Valley . .,:January 19th an~ 20th: · .. -- .. 
There shouldn't be many hills to negotiate·on this trip since we \'Jill be on or 
near theriver at all times •. Bring crosscountry·ski equipment.and winter.c~mp;ng 
gear. ~aet at UAA Sport~ Complex parking lot at .8:00 ·a.m.· Si-gn up f'o•1 th'e ~rip ·; 

..... ! 

, .. ··~ : .. : .. ~·.: . . . 
... : ... ·(continued)'·'. ' ·· 
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(S~i Touri_ng - Continusd) 

- . ' - -· - - - - - - - -
-SUMMER RIVER TOURING. ;:u:o .,-:," .-. ·:~Qii~ ·:~.t~ '"fS;(.i;lb:>~ I . . . . ., . , . '· 

reYeraJ.MCA member(Jlav~ e.x~n~~se,d ;an -'~F~re·s~:.in pa~tic_~pat1ng .in1 _a .k,~ya~/c~~.?.~" 
trip on the Porcup1ne R1Vcr.th1s summer. Tne Porcup1ne 1s a flat water r1Ver ·---~ 
which flows through Canad~_.'s:.Yukon Terti-tory ~nd Nor.t~east~rn_ Al,aska. ; ~ince f~ ~_-~ 
has no rapid~_;' 'the river, proyi das .an. ex,ce·l J?rit ,opportunity to r_el ax ~nd enjoy :the 
remote wilderness and varied-wildlife of the area. The .remnants of .a qold fever 
from_an earlier day can.be~se9n:along the Pqrcup'ine's banks •.. This would be at .·. 
least-~ lO':"day to two-w2ek ·trip .and would probably occur during June or early ·· 
July.;_ If you are i_nterested or,h~ve· suggestions, call. Marty Bassett at 694-3917. 

_ - "'· ~ •· · ·. r i 1' ' . . · ""' ( • ; , ~ • , , ~ 

There will be a .short discussion ~f thugach Stat~·Park ~equlati~ni during the 
January meeting. ·one·or two Chugach Park Rangers\'lill ba'at the'irieeting to 
answ~r questions anyone may nave regarding park regulations or park use. 

-· · Tim Neale . : :: ~· .. 
- -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
TRIP REPORTS 

An-nua Winter Solstice Flatfop ·_sl eepout ·or "S~nset over Ca-pricorn" 

The'--Annuai \~inter; Sol.stic~ '51 eepouf'(Jn lh~ irfd'sf 10'tten"~1int,~Jile1k ~h'\·'ihe' b1;U~a1:h i'~ 
attracted over 20 MCA members .and .non-members on the night 'of December 22. -Most ' 
arrived after sunset, having' followed the well-worn· footpath from the Glen Alps .J 

parking lot. ·_skiing proved imoractical due to the lack of snow cover and skis 
were ·cached along the way by several die hards. A cheerful fire greeted lat~r 
arrivals and provided a gatherjng spot. Most of the wood was left over from the 
summer solstice which had baen secretly stashed. Occasional light snow and bree7C!!': 
became less noticeable as the night wore on and the circle around the fire gr~w 
tighter._ Tents, partial igloos and snow caves provided acco'.''"Olfatlous although .. , 

(continued) 
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Trip Reports ~ Continued) 

several hard cores slept under the stars •. ~,.The next morning gro~gy campers ·we.rE!r 
surprised and delighted to find the Sunday paper at their door \tent) steps~~" .. ·~·! 
Many thanks to the dedicated Atwood employees (actually an East Coast ski rep 
and a friend ) who do this service each ye~r~~- · · · · ·· ·: ~ 

This y~ar.' s. ~1 eepout probably., set..,an attendance record ~nd .i't appeared tha·t_-~~ . 
everyof\e,., 'had a~ wonderful· ti!ne'"'.(no) cases. of _frostbite)~,> Thanks to everyone who 
contr:ibu"te·d: tO.. the, success' of the sl eepout,· and we'll. see you .. a) t again when.'·.-"th ..... ~'· . t..l''' . ll 1' .. 1 ';..; • .1' ... ":I ~.•\.~-- j'".).,•:'J .. j ~~·; ... ' ......... ~ .~ .. , •. ~{.f.;.;.. . •. : ... '~· ~-e sun se s over cancer.,,., ·: .. · ·. ··- , ... · .· .. , . ~ .. .:-·,. ~--'·· ·- ... 

December 8th Trip: 

FifteenJpe<)ple 'sfg'ned up bulr a·n\y four_.'showed up Saturday morning.· The trip was. 
planned f~>r~ The Wedge, but_ was changed to. the Eagle River Valley area. We had a 
short but enjoyabJe climb o·n an area S/W of. Mt. Magnificent •. · The following people 
participated in the climb: John Wahl, Sandy Gibbons, Pat Slater:, Pat Murray and . 
Tim N~ale. The weather .~1as a 1 itt1a cool,: about 6°F. ·. Once were above 2,500' the 
sun was shining. A three-legged dog met·us as we pa~sed the last house and then 
proceeded to lead everyon·a to the top.· The snow was about 15" deep and our new · 
found friend had ·an efficient technique of literally swi'IT'ming through the snow. · .. 
When we were sitting on the top eating lunch, Pat Slater laid down his sandwich 
which the dog made· a beeline for and grabbed. ·It was amazing how fast Pat and 
the dog_ could move fo~ the same squashed, half~eaten, froze~ sandwich. Matter of. 
fact, the, rest ·of 'us. Had a good laugh.-6ut" of"the; whole thing-~ probably because it· 

It . dw. h . > • • T. N 1 ~ .. ,,. ' . . . . . . . ' . ·' ' ; wasn oursan 1c .• "··-.1m eae.~.,.,·.-:.· ..... __ · ... · ... ~·v .. :-· •• ~.···:,-, · · 

December 15th trip - Cancelled - no one signed up. 

-- - - - -:. ~ - -- - ~-·.- - - - - -. - -.. - ·~- '-~ - -... - - - .-,- --!"f~.J :"'H-: !!•l:~ "'l ~~\1.~. :t;:;~U!ll~!\::;·.1~}.il'lJOg~::t r i· ~-;)J(;'f f , · :.-{~ r,:t Z lOt! ·-"!t:;;trt r W· [ ZU~i' 

A special thanks to pa~ _M_u,rray,: -~.Pat was· the only person to.: participate·, in. _every. 
orie"o{ the. fa) r. atti viti es'.' _despite the·' fact he. ,had a· broke'n a nrr and a· .cast'· on .. ~ 
th • , ... t t .. ~.;...· ... :::.-...;-.;...:~.J .: .Ja~t!-'~· -f·::! j;:.• .;·1_.~·tt=-~·r·--;;c:'.i (:, ,)- .• · .. _. ....... _.~.~· .: ....... ··. ... .. ... -i ~·.;....,_JJ.· .• \_,; 

_e i-, ~.s, ~. rl_P~~rl+- m. ..... :, ---1-tr.,...t ..... · .... ~ l"'o'41'\>.t::.c ti·~t;,.;;._:.;~H·: ~h:,.;.,..,_i' fn~··r.,. ~~,:,.:...& •. ; .,.·;.._ ~ ..,,;,..· \~·Z:-"4J.i:~-h'l> •. ,; . .l. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 

.cLouo'~ALkER~~b~~acioY':-sheryiMn!::~9~16:2 ··~a~~~~r;t}i~~···-~ap~r~ou~d.:.··~Photos. 
The Mo~-~t~i~~erS'rli;719-R ·l~}k~ '-S~re_et/.~~atfle;>1 Wa !:'9~1R}. :nr~~~t~~~.er }:9_79. i $7 95 . ·' . •', ;, • ·t,p;u· r q.o.n .... :u .. h , . Jt . ~~~file ilfiL '!. • , , ~,.Ji ... . •. 

·. • I,. ;~fi..ifj: ~f;\:~:h;',j~:'<•>>~;:/~:~ft.2~4::;;{.~~J ':'\~~'~.~$!..~ .. ::. ~c ... ,.·.:_,···;"!,;_.'·~ _ • ,T,~'' 
Thi·~~;(s·~~-~9~~;d .a~C:~~~){t' or~ lh~\·1·<.mif~1fr~:i.s~Rry .. ~~~~=h.u~b~fd{ ~ai~:~~~ea~·s·~~;~n :: .• ~.:+·~ 
western 'and northwestern Canada/•includlng ·p~aks. o.:f.·.specla_l 1nte!'est to Alaska~s ;.1 
such as Logan and Fairweather, Robs'on. 1farther·:sbuth,'and s'ome"'peaks.lm'l in al
titude but high in a·dventure neare'r Vancouver.' .T~e bo~ok fs·p.·J:OJ1~id_e~abla tribute 
to intrepid and highly·skflled _CanadiaJ1':t'limbers; ·and displays an ;easy jou~nal
istic -style which 1s :a.l~rt .t~ ?~dventu_r¢.•J>rie particularly good section describes 
the' ·thish of. a Trah~:.:caf1aaia. a·irl ine'r in. the.'mountains east .of .VaJ1CQUVer, -the_.;~j.ji"~ 
length~_ ·seart_h ~~~_ter :·1y _y~nj~~~~-~<~h~ '·~) till)~te~ di ~c:.ov_e_ry, an~ the ~i f~i~~Tt. ;Fe¥_ ;{;~ 
mounta_lr r~scu~ '-effo(ts ne~<icd_·~~o.~~oc:o~~r _some bq~hes _an~ t~~ plan~'s)oQ.•.; a•rt:t!1•.)l11 

'('!It .... :J of +"'•;,);.7r', '1.1 •nr . • r J c, '· ... \.!·' -~ r 1\)f,.r._,l-···~ .... ·'- ·. . .... . , ·~·"",;.r,.;..~.J ·..J~::. ... - .. ~ ..... 1..."""... , .•. , .•. ~·-~ \ •. .;. ·.~ ·~· ",.., .. . ... ~ .r ............. ~' .. :;~:uf~ 

cRoss couNTRY SKI 'GEAR," by Mich.ael Brady.: l12 pages,~S!xai'1•, paperhound;j1ne (:-' -

$~~~~~\~:<:.~~-.:.~~) ~~~-ntt;)r~;r:~ ~~ 7~~:!0;-r .4.3 ~~.~~~tt~.rJ.-; ·.~e~~tl ~, ~~ ... ~~) 0_1:_. : .. oe~. ~i~, 1,979 

Probably many of us read our .. first word __ about cros·s-country ·skiing over Michael 
Brady's nama. ·.The well-known ski instructor and coach h·lS .9,one a comprehensive 
new book whic.h tells about all anyonG would. need to know about cross-country 
equipment, waxes, clothes, etc. Perha.ps the average recreational skifer will 
feel he doesn't need to read quite this much, but it is nice to have a veritable 
Bible at ,hand, written in a clear and easy style. 

THE CHALLENGE OF RAINIER, by Dee Molenaar. 364 pages, 6x9", paperbound,_.,photos 
and sketches. The Mountaine~rs Books, 719-R Pike St;, S~attle, Wash. 98101(12-15-7~ 

This reviewer can hardly be objective about this new edition of Dee's book on 
"The Mountain" as pictures and text reminded her unceasingly of happy days and 
weeks in Rainier National Park, and familiar names kept cropping up, stimulating 
the sort of reminiscence that is the great reward of mountaineering. Well, to 
settle down, this book does a thorough job of history and gives much natural 
history, a little short on fabulous flowers and berries. ·:--Although there have been 
amazingly few·fatalities for the total number of climbers, there have beeri some, 
and these are uodated to include the tragic loss of Willi ~nsoeld and one of his 
students early in 1979. One is reminded vividly, by a man who had many years of 
climbing and guiding experience on Rainier, that its height and proximity to the 
Pacific Ocean give it weather which can defeat the most skillful climbers and is 
murderous for the careless or ill-equipped. There are numerous maps of various 
climbing routes on Rainier, and throughout the book ·is illustrated by Dee's skill
ful drawings. There is also a good coiTITlentary on ch.1nges iu cHmutn!l .. 'l,ir·m·~ .. c 
over the years. ·- •.. 

(continued) 


