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THE GARTAGE PROBLEM ON DENALI
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Garbage and trash have been & part of Denali's story ever since it was discoverc '
mountaineers, An envircnmental Bwarcness came sbout during the eerly 1970's ~n th
problem wes recognized and publicised. Since that time I feel the situation has .
proved,” This -can be attributed to the growing awareness and the educational -'"'r‘lrr:.
tunitice available, The trash problem rune a very close parallel to the rescus

problem, the better informed the climbing public is of the special requirements .
arctic mountain 1ike Denali, the less the problem. Many people talk of the tronily
as if they were experts, Dut few really know what it means to try o high rltituda:
climb, mich less spond the extra effort to koep things clean! The University &
Oregon has done & good- job 4in bringing the situstion out in the open. It is mainly
due to their efforts that the situation is improving. However, people invelved :q:
to be resorting to scare tactice with reports of "garbage-filled crevasses™ and .}
landing in shit," In three years and six climbs of Denali, I have never witnccs..
of these observations., It scems their efforts have switched to an attempt to keoep

people off the mowntain, Nything short of gvernment regulations can keep the nasszs
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off Denali, so believeable obsorvations and further educaticnal €forts seem the - 1
solution to the problem, - :

On the mountain there are really only three bad weas, Two are high altitude ridqes
and snowflelds that cannot dispose of the trash and human waste by glaciation, thu
other is the 7,000' lending cemp where summer mclt uncovers the latrines left by
earlier expeditions, The:only solution to te problem at the higher camps is an -:¢
on the climbers' parts to carry their trash and waste to & neerby crevasse, A cinp
effort would do a lot., The base camp is ancther thing; Garbage is flown out by th
pilots, but human waste isn't, A separate latrine area would help, but col1lcction |
crevasse burial would do more, e

Another subject of dobate is what elimbers should do with thelr extra food and sup-
plies once they climb tho mountain, The obviocus is carry it out, but some rxpediti
would be hard pressed to add 20-30 pounds to an already heavy load on the <oscent,
possible solution would be paid cloan-up teams whose main objective would be to ole
the mountain, not climb it. Once or twice a season would keep the area p-==able,
Posslbly the Sierra Club or Friemds of the Earth could come up with some money to
help. 7Tt's not that the climbers don't have every intention of being cnvironmental
pure, even the most well-intentioned lose their drive at high altitude,

To say that there are concrete answers to any of the Mowuntain's problems would be
wrong, But it does all seem to lie on climber education, which has been a problem’
for years, Some say, "Shut off the Mountain.® Dut would that be smart? Why shoull
people whe will devote a month of their lives to try Denali be allowed: to clinb? ?*
say no alr access or rescue,. Just because people would have to walk farther coesi
make them any smarter, plus they would then be moving over a: large area of funir® o
alpine terrain which might: never recover from abuse, As for the no rescue thouzhtd
I would like to sea those pecple at 17,200", sick and dying from altitude cichnsss !
a nice sunny day. Hould thpy say."I,told the park service no roscues®? Would “0¢J
give up their lives when thecy could be rescued? I think not.. ’

GUNS IGHT MOUNTALN

JEOUATyY O,
by- DICK THALER - .

n January 7, MCA members MIKE DROOKS, JACK DUGGAN, and DICK THALER drove to rilé
118,5 on the Glenn Highway to climb Gunsight Mountein (6441'). We parked at 8 0
ut and camped that night by the eide of tho modd. i
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Decause wo wore
descent after about 15 minutes on top and reached our car

about

. degrees, and wo onjoye! beautiful views of
s Wrangolls, and Talkeotnas, as well as thoe sunbathed ridge between the

0t and northwest susmits anl the notch,

» temporature on tho summit was about 20
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to mountaincering and to leng=time climbers and hikers as well,
this outdoor activity, No matter

major MoKinley expedition, one
lutely basic, THE LEADE CALLS THE SHOTS. In my soven yesrs with the
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Kelty Mountaineer Modium Packframe; mever used; offors; retail price, $35. Call SUE
VRENN, 277-3344,

¥hite Korean VD Doots) sisc 11; ool comdition; offcrs, Call SUD HHENH, 277=7344,

Woolrich Expedition Parka (good to =50 degroes); ral; worn anevj size laxmpge; $90 or

best offer; and,

Balewa Crampons; odjustable, with neopremo binding; 25 or bost offcr: and,

Two scts Neoprono Snowshoo Dimdirgs; brand now; both for J15 (ar will scll separntely
anc

Ié‘néhggrumurumu:mlmi#ﬁurhﬂtnﬂw. Call KERWIN WHITE, 277-60%
or 3:30,
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Mote: Please sonl articles for tho March SCHEE to JANE MEACH.AM, 1410 H Stroet, 99501
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