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DECl!J,jjl!!J.i 1977 

I don't suppose much ever changes at the :Uar l~e.tional. Laurice and his 
children were behind the bar dispensinc drinks to the motley gathering 
of pile-lined clad Jnglish speaking climbora. ~everal brave 0cottish lads 
were attemptinG to hustle honique and .L!!li~abeth, two French girls from the 
Tourist {)ffice. No~shere. Perhaps I could show these sods how to handle this. 
t•!aurfuce protested as I emptied several of the vases of their nm·r '~>lilted 
flowers. I stacgered over to the table, pulled up a chair and handed the 
flowers to Lonique, while wispering in her lovely perfumeu ear,"bonique· 
I think I love you.". Tts ~cotts were silent, i·ionfque was silent. Then in 
her most sa't'castic voice: "Qui, . e v e r y o n e loves bonique:'". F'eeling 
that the romance 1-1as ended, I took back the flowers, pulled on the Gore-Tex. 
paid I:aurice, and began the long sogBY walk thru the deserteci strcY:ts, ,past 
the hnglish Church, the ~ureau des Guides, up the hill to the apartment. 
Gusan was less receptive to my advances than honique had been, the flowers 
tiere nothing but stens, so I found my sleeping bag and spent the night on 
the couch. 

It didn't matter. No early 2 Ah alpine starts to suffer throuGh. It had been 
raining for tuo t-1eeks. ~ince my a.ti:lval in mid;..AuGust I had become a regular 
in the .Jar Natio-nal; ·Gnells Jport -Ghopp the supermarket and the ~-Jeather 
Forecasting Office. And the train· station, where I made four scheduled visits 
each day since I didn • t Imot-1 exactly vshen ;Jusan t-ras to arrive. On one of 
these visits I got lucky and spotted her lovely tanned face in the crot'ld 
pouring throueh the doors. Our many nonths apart were over and our embrace 
brought knowing smiles .. from the .onlookers. 

Several SOGITY days on . the Glacier des Dossoris with occasional' 'cli~pse~ .of 
the tm-mring Granite and ·snoti above. the, valley only incr~ased our Gnth.usia~m 
It had to stop raining someday, and then..... · ' 

Short hikes trrrouGh the forests· on the i3reverit insured that we t-Jouldn't 
be completely out of condition, IF it did clear. Iany hours wandering .:: 
around the village, and untold stops at the pastry shops. ~trained necks 
followinG the hane;-gliders soaring down from the Drevent above the apart
ment. The streets remained crowded. despite the weather. ~veryone in France 
takes their vacations in August, regardless. 

;Jome friends stop by the apartment to tell us that tho forecast is good for 
the follot-Jing day. li'eti. routes will be in condition, what with neti un
settled snow. Only riuc;es or traverses should be attempted •. Consulting 
our cuide book, t-re settle on the Aiguille Du Lidi-Aiguille Du i'lan Traverse. 
Accessible from the telepher~que, it would be an easy day ~d.a fine intro
duction to the range. Hebuffat describes it as "a travers~ c;m the frontier 
betueen t1-1o Horlds: that of the valley to the left, lihere 'you see the 
at·1akeninc; life and hustle of a ne·N daj, and that of the:.highmountains on 
the right, peaceful, unchaneing, eternal.". Hight, Gaston. ""ix Ail at the 
station amongest the croHd, .He wonder. The tele uisks us to the summit, -ue 
follov1 the other 60 passengers alo::1['; the dark tunnel, over the foot bride;e, 
through another tunnel. f.ly God! iiunii':ccds of climbers arrar1ging equipment and 
roping up and t-se're still inside. ·lie .:ostlo our vtay alone, clfmbinc; over 
ropes and sacks. Before us th\3 da?.zlir.r~ snm·l ridee at-Jai:ts •.. ~:.>usan lead::> 
through the crm-1d of tourists at the entrance. 'l'he Chilcoot Trail in v98 
didn't .have as many stampeders on itas our intended route had cl~mbers that 
day. Ahead of ust·mre over 100 people, soveralfeet apart, descend~nG the 
steep ridge and more continued to :::'r,llou behind us like 'mendinG cars on a 
freicht t~ain •. Susan is l')'Jste~ical, I'm discusted. T:;·"' E'~·:m is deep. Hours ·· 
go by .. The qt::dnG r''·, difficult pitches results in j,:•;:'.·::,<'•:n:tioLs 9Jld pN::~~':_Jle 
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new friendships. \1c r.:anage -::.o pass slou ropes, ..-.;11y "t-o be pass<£. by fast ones. 
Tl-lo lirench climbers are attom-::tincs to do·.-nclim·u a steep rock section. \Je wait. 
Anc;ry shouts from a German t;ro•.rp somet..rhe:ce dOlm the line. I finally decide to ab
seil over the Fr"ehch, borrou u :':'ope frolll t~-10 sr.glioh lads and. the four oZ us 
bury the poor li'renchman in snol·r and pound them trith rockfall r:.r: ··e abseil 
150 feet to a small ledge beloN. C'est la vie. At tho Col .:h'"t10.::let..~ .D;;. Plan 
we cive it up. Its past noon and the snou is oatmea.lc :ie uad~ down clacier 
to the Hequin Hut and uander off dolm the Ner de Gla~e tc. c~~.tl'l1 .,.,hr.> ·:rala from 
Bontenvers back to Chamonix. Uusan's new Face Nord L.ju"ble ~.: •. ot•l 11:'1 : •. •. ct:·::;ainly 
require some more breakinG in. i-robably by someone else. Its catting late. 
I cive her the bivouac uac in case she doesn't make the train, and run off 
dmm the clacicr. ;.;,he arrived as the last train t-ras leavinc. 

The comfortable apartment l'las a haven during the following l-reek of uninter
rupted rain. I struggled Fith :.itchner's dinous:1urs in Cl!:NTENNIAL while 
tryinc to remain sane as I.) us an learned to plu:r ~~he recorder o • 

~orne alpine season: One unfinished traverse and a short route up the Aieuille 
de L' Index. iie:ptenber arrives, the town be cones ghostly. llc check the weather 
forecast tt-Iice daily, returning with long faces (covered by assorted re
mainders of hastily eaten pastries). l·!e resot to taking turns shopping at 
the markets, since our relationship has become sorely strained while attempting 
this seemingly simple task tocether. 

The ueather changed. The sun on the neu sun was blL~, and the big routes 
t-rere out of the question. Dut there t-rere many other Pc>ssibilities. \!e worked 
up a short procram, and caucht the bus to Le Tour at the end of the valley. 
iieveral lifts and a short hike brought us to Albert I~emier Hut in time for 
supper. Typically, the hut is noisy and crouded. No sleep and a J AL start. We 
plan a traverse of the AiGuille Du ToU:r • .c;nthusiasm dims as ue break trail 
throUGh several feet of neu snou uith heavy packs and fliccrinc headlamps. 
The route t-Ton't co uith all the snOl·r. :Je attempt the south face instead, 
a mixed affair. After six pitches of horrendous snon, ice and loose cranite 
blocks, ue abseil off. Depressed, we pack and return to the valley. 

:Jeveral days later vre t'lcro back at the Albert :i?remi.er Hut. The snow conditj_ons 
t-rere excellent and Jusan led a steep snow and ice gully up Du Tour and we 
enjoyed the sunrise across the entire hont Blanc HanGe• 

The ordinary route on Hont Dlanc Du Tacul was a long snot·r plod where t'le were 
accor.1panied by a detachmcmt of French 1-iountain Troops. The views of The 
Brenva Face Here magnificient. 

The Tour iLonde Norht Face is only J50 meters from the bergschrund to the 
summit, but is overall 55 decrees, Probably the net'l snOl·r made it less serious. 

Pete .:;ennhauser arrived t-rhen t-19 only had one l'I'Cek left. Knol'IillG He \'lere 
:probably over our heads, l-le follOl-led Pete up several fine routes. The best 
l'ras a variation of the .North li'ace/Forbes Arete of the Air;u.i.J 1 c nu r.hR.rdounot .• 
'fhe variation resulted fron my insist,enee from the start of the route was 
thiis l'laY, not that. In the dim bear.1s of our lamps tie uere lost, but the re
sulting route offered everything an alpine climber could wish for. 

Several days later t·m folloued Pe7.!?. "..!}: the Cou2y Houte on the Aiguille De 
L' H. Pete led it brilliantly ( cf -..~ u:::: '!) and ... ius an and I tlerc hard pressed 
at times. I'll never forGet, t:1at af'tel.' '1 /.jj minute lead of the 4th :c>itc:1, 
Pete bellol"red dot-m:"You'ro {jonn3. lov8 ti.:..e next ore.". Tho exposure vras :.;oo 
much. A Sl-leepinc diedre led to an overhanginG wall. Ho~·r ci.:Ld he cet ov~r 
that? i.lelax, look around, the holds are there. Jure enougi··· ~:e dotmcll.mb. 
and abseil back to the packs. Its almos·i;, dark and ue have missed the last . 
tele back to Chamonix. After a lonG u:1lk throUGh dark forests l'lO got home:·. 
at midnight. ( ~ontinued) 
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lie had run out of time. "'usac . 1.r:.d I had a rendc~wus in Katmandu in two 
l·1ceks. Ue also had been invit.ed to l!ales <..~nd planned to fly out to India from _,; 
London. Pete Hanted to· climb tho hatterhorn ove:r: tho -ueekend so l-1!3 caught 
the train into St-ritzerland the next day. bany familiar tonilS and mountains 
1-1ere passed as the train climbed out of the Valle de Chamonix. AlthouGh ovr 
season had been short and not extremely successful, it hopefully prepared 
us for a future visit and c;i ve us a ne1-: aHareness of the mountains and 
ourselves. 

:..i UI·illllh CONQUTJ!!>T 

by .1!:1 i.iojohombre 

Sumdum Peak lurks in 0outheast. Alaska. lm this c;reat mountain is an amazingly 
complicated system of Glaciers ( tno), rir...ges (three) and pcal:s (one) rising 
to Giddy heic;hts of six thousa::-:td six hundred eixty feet. It belongs to the 
strenc;th and glory of human nature that l-Jhen men are confronted, l'li th the 
unknO\m, the perilous, the impossible, daring spirits are straighta1-:ay 
challenged to embark upon an enterprise of life and death in order that 
secrets may be dragged forth and the apparently impossible achieved. 
(Hhat unadulturated nausea: Ed.) 

As soon therefore, that it uas kno1-m that far to the southeast a knightly 
and defiant peak, cut off fron civilization by oceans of clouds and entrenched 
amonG a thousand barriers of rain, lay l-Jaiting the cominc; of man, (no woman 
beinG along) the mountaineers of 10\·rer upper :Jpenard beean to turn their 
eyes to 0umdum Peak and dream tho&r dream of conquest. 

The team consisted of tuo. I ~-ras the leader. Hany ercat peaks had succumbed 
to my doc;c;ed assault. I 1-ra.S fresh from an attack on the ereat summit of l-it. 
I•'oraker. Fate had decried our failure on that peak, houever, 'tmen I tripped 
on my shoelaces and fell off the mountain. 

The other fellon uas a fierce climber from the creat state of Texas. l•'e1-r rock. 
faces could Hithstand his deternined attack. A finer companion could not have 
been found - the fact that he had never uorn crampons or used an ice ax l·ras 
inc')nsequential. 

Base camp t-ras set on the desolate shores of a small lake at 3100 feet. 
:..iumdum Peak lay out of sight over a ridge but its presence could be f~lt. 

September 4th bec;an uith Grim faces as 'l're prepared for the climb. Your face 
too, nould be c;rim if you c;ot up that early. 

The approach to the glacier took tenminutes. Crampons were donned and axes 
grasped - the assault began. The glacier steepened as l·re climbed past fresh 
yeti tracks and rose to the base of a couloir. He climbed unroped and the 
other fellou became uneasy, \ri th reason since the slope had reached <almost 
JO deGrees. 

After much toil. the ridge crest. nas gained and l·re roped up. A vast tanGle • 
of carnivorous crevasses lay ahead iJut 1-1e pluuc;ed om-Jard t,n-mrd the peak. 
Ue 1-1ere nearly stopped by a berc;sr..'.:·1r:.;~·~r1 but the oth0r fc:.llo1-1 made a daring 
leap over the tt-:o foot 1-:ide abyss and . :.:- continued on. Aec.in, a half mile 
further, a Gaping . trench brought us to a halt and 1·m ~-1ere forced into a, 
hundred foot detour. 

Ue cane to a uide. ,plateau beyond ·uhich ·~~lowered Jumdum Peak. The plateau 
appeared flat and innocent but uo uer~ no~ decieved. hilli?ns of unseen 
crevasses at·rai ted the unwary so 1·10 be ~aye a. across, protect ~nc; out route 
l·ri th picl'=cts and flukes. . ,, ( contimh· J. ~ unfortunate 1:/ n 
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'fhG !1\afit f1nt.lly otood. .:J!;o·, t=~. ':lw o• :.t...r f'~'"' llO r~ .. t. up Zl ':Jrilll;mt 
rou:.O t.hzol(;h lha l.nt.rlc3tc oi: c:rova:. oo ~nc 11 po.tll crouod all thrco 
cf t.tw;:. 1"h.ltt th• final a:u:::::-~1:. ;.it.cbce. - C'\)U ~ within ota" (;ra$p - bc.t th.l 
othcrr f'ollov toll int.o a. coococ.-l.c.:i ~! ! ~r .•• dd.orud t:ut.t.!n.; t.ha ropo 
and a:~.vlna: "f.lOlt tor a futuro a:.:saalt trot 1n:Jt lQ:l I roUDJ ~ pH.t.od 1n 
the doadly a~.lo t.o savo tho ot.t-.zr tollo:.r, I ou;zuat.cd b.o r-.:z:ovu bh. 10£ 
1'l'a. tho holQ 4Dd. pooaibly tro could continu; • ll-.1 aat. .. .._ )Z'U 1n the E>no".:l, 
oonold<.rod f<1i1 U~.~Z<J~~t.ion doubtfUlly but c;nv~ it 11 ~ry. Yo !C.o joy ho i:ound 
hilll><llt' l'ro and a;;o.l.n ,, aot off \Jrl,;kly to"IIN ~h. !incl ~.n:it L;.!.ro. 

TM l~U>t pitch WM rock bu• <rc swllmOd up \lOJln, only 47 pl.n• OJVJ I>) bolts 
on 1ta l? foot, wo uo arrived ltt tha t:su.o:u~it , th.., ~;~ub.lu.Jd conq~J~.:.rCN of 
-.~w.duM 1.\lo..l<. ~·~ Mtt tx.:atan tho aountnin 4nd. Jn'OVt,d ono-, G\jll1n tho indomin
~bl> apir1t of 111M (thuro bcinc no ""'''In IW>nc;) . 
(.J" hBvo b.lon informed that O::l tic~1oho~abru t.wt bl-lOn <J.gportuJ to Ll.t-ucuay "Whoru 
h\l uill taca chart;ou of impOrsona.tinc (1 ol1m!.- :r. t'l.) 

'~···· · ~~·**•• .. ····-~·· ·- ~········ ... 
ot, Doc. 4t.h 1965 

Th'l d&y waa oloar 1\DJ cold <m;.. bet,.<1.n v ry poorly till n nur old. four- vheel
drlvo t....,.,k \IO.U<ln ' ~ tart in tho illlcy blaclmou of c::.r 'I "'mlDG. Tho dAy """ 
Mvod by tho <inuly arrival of Leo .-ioman Wlo k1J>ily off~r<><l 1.1\u ..,.. of his 
c= "" t'or ao H toould l!"t us. P1a:uJ ..,N -w to so up int.o toe South Fo..'i< 
of f..aclo HlttC' c·n cboico o£ ski:r, sno".otShoos, or tool ey VJ.3 of t.!'\-1 ne» 
• rl.,..ion of H1!Anoi :lri vo . 

hcn.~o of our lAto atact, v.e ~ ... !led ccr.nncUono wlth Ce.ylo Siotlhue&er, hut H lot, 
Luo, an<.! I picltod up :lave DoVoe on t!» wey out lliviM ·- tol.al. of fo:tr in tho 
pftr)y - t.wo wit.h nnowaho~ and two with oroan-caunt.ry uk1G. 

Un ttu wny UJ.- '1~ drivo, w sidvt..rtu::kJd br1. fly to hn.v\0! OOTTlll\b coffee 
with Cliff n.nd lAvon Ella at their &et.:nie hol.!I,)StoQd and onjoy tht>- viul>l of 
pinl< owu:lao otrikl nr distant NcKinlr.y. 

l<lo WM Q,'\nlly O.blo to driva into tha t.op of thu flUl<l' ijX'ndU just. bofore th.:t 
i:ofta !.lro'J:'* Jown to OJ:'OBS -tha South Fork on Ul'l h• •w "'l'ltro().O.l Neck Drirlt;c"-
a con:lid\.lrAblu lAfn'ovomnt over tho $8f*.ginc, cr.l.l.•'k l , I\I'J4 l'ottin& 3outh P'c'"'k 
brl..it.,'"O on thv ol•1f,r , lower rend. Th1.1 ron.hm.y buydnri our porkiog epot 'W~~ 
trru:k· 1 \Jy ]U'ior cora "" llvloo nnd I wall 1 on foot whllo Loo IUld Df,·,e uaod 
t.h•clr ok!a , tho ro'\d. ,Pb!l thu old ro-'ld cllolo!ns UJl h!t;bw: l.nto tll "dL F""'k 
vl\llcy until ~o .rc-nchtJd the bocn'll hozti>etoad W\(L%"0 w took ruf~w !.:: D. Gt"OV~J 
c.! sprllc ' built U] :1. w;"~ fi.r3, and had 110M lunch. lio bad lo..ft. \.he m•s 
at l>bcut 10 All n h:>d llllldL."'raro. Gbcut. noon to l•)O ollc.r, wo quit t.:c:woe "" 
Md I.I30d. "P t.b .,.u.~w 1IOOd if'!) bad colluct.ooi. 'Uo MaN p1t:naod 1.o t ictt ~.:jOn 
ntiS his aan, 6ftrn y, ldlo ... .:.r.., or..-t. lllso 'for thu ~dAy. 

Vo h""'lo4 'ted< t< tllu cu n!'wr this .,.J roocMd H juat l>bctt!. t -"" o 'clock 
duol< and r tun> 1 " town without i:lcilom. Th trip 1a A nicu < • in l1f<1il 
a..,n; wv could have donVo noro lii.th 'l l nr.cr !Jxy, but t.h1a n~ ~ss L'"lt.o 
- S.:.utll Pe-rk or il:aGlu !<:. IOl' """""' 'Ill .n,loy t.h1a ""'"" cvca ,.... tl> sh.:>rt 
tdnt~..r Ul\)"8 aS1:100 the drivinG t.iJ:. - !lli iron tvwn 1 eo gr ntly r.JI!ucod 
tro11:1 wbA't. it 1n on t!l· old£.r, lowvr t'C.tl • • Th .. ro w•l:'l,) epL.nli. .... \IJ.uW'G nf 
f1cl<i11luy bAck out. th"-' aouth of thu va":.._., n.ll t.h WAY a..ll'ltt) f,nd tho littl'" 
valluy LIA,1.1l£ 1e o. vury pretty ono. 'lt, ~CI.•G.:J 1:'0'"1 ie hir- , Lenoueh ao t!_ ~t th•J 
rideue on both oi®a t\l'\.l lnvitin~y o:Or'll a.nl n.,t, a.t n:"' tl- '"!".:.oult to rM.ch. 
l 'd u.y th.i.o: woo rut aroa to hJ utronoly ~ ca:nnvrWW ror Ut:t.• tripe possibly 
lnt."r in th w!nt,r u.ftcr tho d,.c.,Yt! a:r O·~ 'whnot l··n. Cor , N" rl.Jfinituly in 
thv rQI!Iinjl O\.ftll1Jl' monthm. 

.. ................. lriiMil • .t" II ' 
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Aa ot tlli& writing, memborahip coz:ds· are being Mde up ·ond -print«i by 
a lOcal ~nting aliop, Meool>ere ·w1;u -t· ~o:g. II!>' oble, ~ pick thell up . 
at tho> Doceabor IIO!!ting, OON:T ,101~ to brl,!>s c1l>ur ~olpo ond '..;lleta, 
to tile """ting to qrill(l Y9ur 1110ml>Qnbip. up II<>. dat!l! 

AlsO; Dick 'n>cU.er, l!ute :Cila!..rilon, !.a "'!l'ldng on gotting a fl.W>t. up· to. 
Vlliteoot Hot, llo ie in teucb nth an Al.y08Ita gro~;}d,th who!" l)e .hopea ~ 
repair bottl l,16glo llDd llhiteoot Hute, lloro pn ~,At.. :the meetlJis.., .......... 
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The following q\iestieo_omairo. submitted by Dave ILinger - a Board Member, 
is for all MCAers. Please fitl it out!! You m&y rGturn it to the post 
office box or at the meet.ing. 

.NAME 
ADDRESS 

!·•:.;A QUE3TIONHATI!E 

WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO OFFEH THE MCA? 

WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO HECEIVE FHOM THE CLUD? 

WHAT i:>Pli!CIAL HIKING OH CLIJvilliNG on SKIING SKI.LIB DO YOU HAVE? 

WHAT OTiilll{ HOBBIES DJ YOU HAVH:? Yotlli FAVOitiTE? 

. IN WHAT i.:>POHT::i DO YOU TAKE PAHT? 

WOULD YOU COOHDINATE CLHIDS 01( HIKES F'OH THE CLliD? (IF NoT, lffiY?) 

CUMI'ViJi!NTS & hRCOMMF.NDATIONS ••••• 


