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~ - 'REPOn1' oi; ICE CLII"LJII\TG 3CrlOOL continued 
~ 

-~~ ~aybe ~earned s~mething.in th: process. All 15 of the students were 
~plt~a~ed ~nto the J~ys of ~ce cl~mbing & are getting ready for tho new season 
~. ~lec~al ~h=~ to mstructors Nick ?arker, Dill Drickley, Mike Ilichardson D;ug 

~l man anh Rodman. (~oople interested in icc, rock &/or mountaineeri~g MCA 
c. asses s ould contaet the ?residont.bd ) 

· • TERH Y DECKEH 

f·iCA EQUIPI•lENT 

Te~~ Decker, the new.equipmont chaifman says that MCA equipment- helmets, crampons, 
an :-ce axes- arc avru.lable. · Call on Thursayd evenings from 6-8 PM- PH. 274-7844 
Dayt~me call PH. 272-1811. · , · 

VI~il~INTS ON EX?EDITIONS 

"The f~rst hurdle and the most important one any expeoitinn faces is fjnnw,inl. 
Money ~s the bottom line and as everyone knows the money a:ld the <d. t.. :nl·.i on :t.'•)~ · ;•""~.v 
has gone to the monsters like 1'/ldt.nk<..T's K2 oml,:-,:n:asr.mcnt and tho RllJ."'t·l'_llwllS 

American Dioent.onnial proonction. Expodit.ions like tbnso m.-e not onlY in <.:<~HLt·;.Jst, 
to the shifting ethical standards but they make it virtnnlly :bn1,onsihle for small,·..:· 
more competent groups to got involved. Tho people ho1ding the money are seldom 
mountaineers theiiJ$elves and despite the -tax deductible status of most donn.t.ions, 
see their gifts as a form of investment. They want to see a success. A piece of 
one of the big one. They have little or no interest in hacking a small group taking 
a shot at a harder line on a smallGr face when they can give the money to another 
party and be associated with big business on Everent. No Junerican mountaineer has 
ever demonstrated a more shrewd business mentality or a more highly developed 
sense of location for the financial jugular of tho public thPJl Jim 1ibitakor. The 
boot that Dig Jim placed uponihe summit-of EVerest has become tho cornerstone of 
mountaineering in this country as it appears to the general populace. Never mind 
that he ia not a particulnrly accomplished alpinist or that he has about as much 
understanding of current attitudes as Farrah Fawcett does blemishes; he has the 
attention of the folks wi th.the power and the money. \oJhen he and his wife and 
friends got to less than 22,000 feet on K2 instead of crawling back into the 
country and disappearing until the laughter blew over, Jim overwhelmed the public 
with movies, books, slide shows, more ads and articles and somehow managed to 
convert a humiliation into another quarter of a million for a second shot. The 
armchair enthusiasts could hardly get the money out of their wallets fast enough 
and in New York the AAC smiles upon the whole affair with parental approbation. 
Meanwhile, lesser expeditions are left to ·~ either turn their trips into guided 
tours by inviting wealthy sponsors alone or just drop their plans." 

from LOWE ALPINE JOUHNAL 1978 

HIGHER SPIRE, 6135' 
USGS Anchorage D-6 
Talkeetna ~buntains 

**~******************************* 

October 15, 1967 

On October 15 under sunny skies, Jim I.etncoe and I made the third a!';corrt of HjghAr 
Spire (Davidson, Hoeman, Aug. 20, 1965, south gulch; Fraser, Kaufmnn, nino days 
later, route unknown). Higher Gpiie is prominent on the Talkeetna skyline as 
observed grom Anchorage; it is the highest of the peripheral peaks on 1he large 
cirque glacier whose northern drainage ~s lla;-tholf Creek an9-_whos~ southern exposure 
overlooks Reed Lakes. We ascended Glac~er Creek above Snowb1rd M~ne, and by · 
hugging southernly exposed slopes, avoided most of the snow on route.to the ~ol 
at 5100'. (I recalled wal+owing in waist-deep powder exactly one ye~ earl1er 
near this same area.) After traversing 3/4 mile across glacier, we k1ck-stepped 
up a finger gully on lousy snow to gain the short north ridge; three rope lenghts oVGj 
snow-laden rock gave us the sununit and beautiful v.!,ews of the no:r:thwest Chugach.*** 
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Mary's Mountain October 18, 1967 Dill Babcock 

Al Morey, Dave DeVoe, Dub Dlodworth, and I met at Safeway at 4 AM, and by 5:30 we 
had arrived at the foot of Mary's Mt. Initially, we missed the jeep road, but 
soon found it. The jeep raod is northwest of the deserted cabin. One follows the 
powerline trail to the highest poles; then another trail, partly overgrown, leads 
north for a few hundred yards then another tuts back south for one milo. vlhen this 
logging road ends, there is a clearing. Turning east or up the mountain, a deep 
gally can be found to the south after a lOG-yard walk almost straight up. Keeping 
to the north of this gulley paralleling the steep gulley all the way out of the 
tree and bush completely avoids any bushwacking. We arrived on the summit at noon. 
Enjoying beautiful weather, we rested there and eoneumed lunch until about 2 PM. 
We then started down and enjoyed a close-up of a half-dozen sheep on our descent. 
Dy 5;00, we were back at the car. We enjoyed reading the notes left over the years 
by Joe ?ichler. 

****************** K K K K K K II K *************************************·* )I X X X K X X X K K K )1-)( If It If Jf-lf If 

SOME OF THE NINtJrES OF EXECtJriVE DOAHD t·1EETING, ~10UNTAINEERING CLUJ OF ALASKA 
Tuesday, November 1, 1977, ?.resident Denkewaiter*s Home, Anchorage 

The meeting was called to order at 7:4o· PM. · · 

It was announced that the fillchorage Rescue Council, part of the Alaska Rescue 
Council, is planning a two-day avalanche symposium on Nov. 19-20 in Anchorage. 
Dick Thaler has signed up for it and will represent MCA. 

There was discussion of tho desirability of having MCA cloth patches and Member
ship cards, the latter being helpful when v~siting other outdoor clubs in the 
u.s. and foreign countries. ~1otion was tfJ.SP that membership cards l:E obtained 
for those members who want them, cards to be numbered, dated, and signed·_ by an MCA 
officer, and name to be filled in by member. In this connection it was suggested 
that a record of all members currant on their dues payments be kept up to date. 

Sometime during the current winter it was proposed that a special meeting be 
arranged where a doctor would lecture on frostbit.c and hypothermia, this meeting 
to be open to members only. 

It was mentioned that free copies of SCREE have been sent to numerous outdoor clubs 
in the u.s. in exchange for their bulletins and journals. Apparently some break
down has occurred in this exchange. Measures will be taken to revive it and slso 
to resume subscription tho Sierra Club's ASCENT. 

There was general discussion of Club hD:cn and climbs, the dl'ifficulty of finding 
climb leaders and screening out neophytGS who cannot climb well. There is also a 
problem of newcomers to the area gettinG acQuainted at Club monthly meetings. There 
are hikers and climbGrs, with little interaction between the groups. It was suggest
ed that wherever possible climbs be arrange1 so that hikers could come alo~~ for a 
day hike. 

(continued) 
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MINUTES continued, 

$_ome discussion was held about tho Iocation of the Club Library at 
Tom Meacham's house. Until such time as the ~nub indy be able to have a small 
office or clubroon, it was decided to keep the ·Library where it is. 

. .I . ' 

E. Allen Robinson, secretary 

******************lElElElElElllllllllfl<lElE)(lEX************************lEXXlElElElEJElElElEllliXJEXlEI(JE)(I(ll)()()( 

A NOTE.FHOM THE ?HESIDENT 
----~ 

As the new ?resident of the MCA I'wouid like to state my philosophy concerning 
the club: To further mountaineering. Everything else is secondary.. T.h:e. MCA 
should help mountaineers (in the broad connotation of that wo~) meet one another 
and climb, hike and explore throughout Alaska. 

There are clubs for conservation, preservation of endangered species., etc, There 
are angencies to protect animals from illegal hunting, to plan road building, etc, 
However, the MCA's time, energy and money should be spent not on these peripheral 
issues but on mountaineering, 

There has been a lack of club climbs this past summer. Hikers and climbers do 
not mix well at the meetings. There is little enthusiasm for office holding in 
the club. Many people who come to the meetings do not pay their dues. There 
were not reports on hikes or climbs for this issue of SCHEE, These are the 
problems on which tho energies and time of the MCA should be spent, 

Members with ideas that would help the club should bring them up at meetings or 
drop a note to the club, Feedback froi}l the members is what keeps the ~~~ub alive, 

Paul Denkewal ter, .?res~de~t 

****************** 

bits and pieces 

Valerie LaRue would like pictures and slides that were taken at the MCA Technical 
Ice Climbing Class. Please contact at the meeting. 

The MCA needs a ski-touring co-ordinator for tho duration of the winter. This 
co-ordinator would not have to lead the various ski-tours but merely arrange them. 
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