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J~~UARY ~EETIHG .•. Wednesdey, 16, 1974 .•• 8:00 P~ .•• Pton~tr ~cnoo1houte--
3rd & Eagle Streets ..• MINIHOYIE SHOW: 8111 Barnes, Sr. will show 
ov)es of a canoe trip to Red Lake w~lch I~ tn the border lake cou~tr1 

of ~lrlrresott. Thl!y're neat! Colle see tM11 .... Buslnus Meeting ... 
tefres.hments,,IIAXJSlJOE PRESENTATION: Ro.d Jillson wl11 show •Jid,es ~!, 
hi• .S~re Desert trip. " •· 
·~- . "' 

BOA.RD EETII(G: February 6, 1974, at 7:30 Pl4 a~ 8$l l Ba.rnes' :. Jr'~ ·~. '· 
"r. .,.. il ,.. tl04 Forest Roact.c ·~ .,. l ., 
. ' l(jt ' ,"I .:J •, • .• 
- ti lf) •ot r. . . '' .•• .. , 

•?.lj!li''-!:,1 ·; . Ill I'IE140RIA" · "• ··~ 
•l!t~~._, ,,., ~. ~ ...:.... . . ... . ~·" ~ 't • '• 

-~~~~7r: llf.. · . ~nk .. ~ .. , Ra·~ nary' ··•: 
" ,1 1J't!" ·'l!J1! - I 

·rt <,!lo'i · "June 28, ' 19'57 -· January 1, to74: .. ·, .,,t.. . •:-..: ~ . i._t.. t , 
Only those who tnr~Ugfiout long years nourfS~ed 

t great, almost •~ lnteeperate, desire, and h1ve 
~hen seen It realised exactly as they most wlshei. 
can understand the feeling of profound• gratitude 

' :> 

: and sath·factfon which filled our hearts on the 
destent'. It was not nrtde of con<1ues.t. It was 
rather the sentl11ent of cb,.Munlon', granted as a 
privilege , ~lth the blgh places of the earth; the 
sentl•ent that we had been pfraltted not only to 
lift up covetous eyes untu the~e hills\ secret and 
lonely si·nce the beginning of tile wor-ld, but to 
'come at them hllrdtly, to take 11 place'·' fn the hf'ther 
to sea_\ed-up lntl111aey o·f thf•r•~etre'US...' to be alive 
~h~re, and fro!'! their ltet~bts to too~ on a il tlltngs 
u tro• tb.e.'.-wl nctows of tbe sky .... - , ·' ·-•udson Stutt , Mt. McKinley, 1913 

• 

The lifeblood of our Club Is Its younger ~embers, ench1nted by the 
mountains and eager to test their skills end dreams. The avalanche 
which took Mark fro• our fellowship also took with It the exuber1nce 
and aabltlon of a young man who reve led In the adventure he found In 
the •ounta lns , and who looked eagerly to~ard a llfetl•• of physical 
and •ental fulfl ll•ent 1t the 'windows of t he sky.• Conteaplattng 
t he loss of this vital, lnqutstthe, energetic pe rson, the sudden 

' • 
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·t rtnalfty of his deptrture, we try to find some per 
~ answer which will explain our tragedy, which will 
1 good fortune and our continued presence In the ~oun 
find none. ~ark is gone, leavtno us only the ne•orl 

1es, good climbs and the pro~tse of what •ight have b 
Hark was a~ong the most active of our younger climbers, JOlrntng 

tnt Mountaineering Club In April of 1972. Climbing with Club members 
or often with friends who felt his eagerness to explore and to ex
perience the mountains, he was a frequent SCREE contributor, sharing 
with us the adventures and companionship he found on Pioneer Peak or 
in the South Fork, Eagle River. His cli~bs Included second ascents 
of Organ and Flute Peaks 1nd on his final trip, first winter ascents 
ot Tanaina and Koktaya. 

Hark was eager to learn all he could about our MOUntains, their 
history, routes, ascents, foibles. Ke regularly pu•ped older •embers 
for background lnforaatton, tips and opinion on future objectives, 
aabltlous expeditions ond day cliMbs alike. And he passed along the 
gos•fp and adventure of his contemporaries. bridging the generation • 
g1p wfth hfs desire to absorb and b~lld upon the advice and knowledge 
of long-time Alaskan climbers. Hark was the scholar-historian of 
his group, and the future promised many contributions from hi~. 

Two months ago the Club president made a plea for a new Huts and 
Cabins Chairman to assume a post which had not seen any activity 
for a year. After the meeting, Hark asked apolo~etlcally If he ~ight 
have the job, worried that so~e might view him as "lust a high school 
kid" and not equal to the tlsk. The Board unant~ously and enthusi
astically endorsed his r•quest, and Hark quickly qot things •oving, 
scheduling an Eklutna traverse and lining up air support for cabfn 
inventory and repair trips. But atsfortune has cut sho~t his plans 
1nd hopes, and ours. 

The Hountalneerlng Club of Alaska .extends Its •embers' deepest 
sympathy to the parents of Hark and to his brother upon their loss. 

If adventure has a final and all-embracing 
111ottve It Is surely this: we go out because It Is 
our nature to go out, to cl imb the mountains and 
sail the seas, to fly to the planets and plunge 
Into the depths of the oceans .... We extend our 
hori zoo, we upand our he I ng, we revel In a mastery • 
of ourselves which gives an lmpression, mlfnly Il
lusory, that we Ire aasters of our world. In a 
word, v~ ar• •en. and vhen •an cease~ to do these 
things, he Is no longer •an. 

--W 11 fred "oyce 

Ill ••• * • * •• *· , . • 
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M C A W I N T E R T R I P P I N G 

BequlremfWts ~~-During the summer months MCA climbs are dfrectfd to
wards just about everyone; complete novices are normally welcomed on 
Club climbs In the C~ugach. The situation fs not the same In the 
~fnt<n' and the comp·lete novice Is on ly welco11e o~ one-day ski· tours. 
The specification of required equipment for an MCA winter clf11b should 
•hed some light on this matter. 

,In ad'dftfon to nor11al winter clfmbfng ciothfng, the following· ltus 
are required for one-day climbs: fee axe, crampons wfth boots to f it, 
two carabiners of unspecified type, ten to twenty feet of one-Inch 
webbing, heavy lunch, , at least one quart of water, day pack, skis and 
~ax. 

Recommended Items. I recommend the Justrfte battery headlamp (.can
pot be obtained In Anchorage buy from the Co-op), double boots o~ , 
~unny boots for extreme cold, a rope If you have one and would p~efer 
not to use the Cl~b's and last but not least, a big down parka. Over
night trips dellan~' even more and a person who doesn' t know what to 
~ ~ fng, shouldn't contemplate making the trip. . 

YOU OWE THE LEADER OF A TRIP THE COURTESTY OF I NFORMING HIM THAT· 
YOU ARE GOING TO BE IN HIS PARTY A DAY OR TWO AHEAD OF TIME. 

' 
I THE IllEGAL USE OF RECRE-ATIONAL !!RUGS IS ·PROHIBITED Ott CLUB CLIMBS! 

CLIMBING SCHEDULE 

Saturday, JANUARY 12 -- VISTA PEAK. Up Meadow Creek on the east side 
~f, Eagle River. Ski tour and cl111b; 3/'4 day for ski tourers, full 
day for clf.mbers. Thfs area 1s now closed to snowmachlnes, but b'e 
prepared to be vigilantes just the sa~e. Leader: Tom Meacha•. 
PH . 2-77-2129. Meet at Valu-Mart at 6:30 a.m . . 
~ unday, JANUARY 13 -- Indian Valley Ski Tour. Pleasant day of 
sk.iing i·n the rear Chugach. Leader: Bfll Barnes Sr. PH . 333-g213 
Meet at Eberha~d's at 7:00 a .m. 

~aturday, JANUARY 19 --Wolverine Peak (4455). A 
peak overlooking Anchorage (Trip 34 fn 55 Ways). 
almost all of the way t.o the top . , Le~der: Jo,lln 
PH: 272-5243 . Meet at Valu-Mart at 7: 30 a.m. . . 

prominen t 
Pleasant 

Merrick. 

skylfne 
skiing 

. 
Sunday, JANUARY 20 -- Pastorale (4763'). Kenai Range. Up Taylor 
Creek. Bring climbing skins. Possibility of so•e really -excellent 
powder skiing. Leader: Nick Parker. PH: 277-2030 Meet at Valu
Mart at 5: 45 a .m. 

Saturday, FEBRUARY 2 -- Tfkfshla (5150'). A skylfne peak In the North 
Fork of Campbell Creek. Leader and Meet1ftg Place to be an.nounced .at 
Ja.nuary meeting . Date 11ay be changed. 

Sat. ~ Sun. FEBRUARY 16th ~ - 17th. -- Beginner Clillbing Seminar. 
A basfc school for those who ~ave no experience at all. The first 
day' s fnstruct.lon to be held on theSeward Highway and ' the second 
day ' s lr. ~ ruction on Flattop Htn. Ll•lted to ten peopl e; sfgn up 
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at J anuery aeetlng. Don't co•e unless you first learn how to tie 1 
bowline, figure- eight and • flsher•an ' s knot (see Mountafneerin,-the 
t reedy• of the Hills) need Halpf Call Mike Rlchtrdson (274-5041 
or !I 1 Barnes (772-2205). For those who need more tdunced work, 4.. 
two-day Crevasse Rescue Semlntr will be held on the H~tanuska Gla~er 
sometime ln lete April or earlr March. Meeting place and time 
foun~ · o~ s Jgn-u p sheet. <t•o 

"' J f"' , . , 

Sunday, ~EB~UARY 24 -- Klckstap (4660') A nice ski tour and climb 
fro10 Turnlpaln tPfss. ' Meet at 7~00 •·•· at Vtlu-liert. Lead~r: Bill • 
Barnes Jr. PH: 212-2205 

P R E S I 0 E k'T'S p £ " 

The ~.neral aeabershlp will vote on the proposed aaend~ent to the 
Articles of Incorporation 1t the Jonaary aeetlng. The text of both 
the porograph to be changed and the proposed change appeared In the 
Oeceaber SCREE and appear below In this Issue. Since It could pos
sibly be ' construed that the Club has been In violation of its own 
Arti cles of Incorporation In the past . I urge the passage of this 
amendment. 

The subject -of building an artificial climbing wall here In Anch
orage was raised at the DeceMber meeting. The benefits of sue~ a 
wall woulil' <be grea-t for our Club, considering the dlstanc~. quallty 
and climate of our present practice area on t he Seward Highway . The 
•attar will be discussed further at the January meeting. By February 
or March's aeeting the Club should be able to decide whether or not 
1t wishes to pursue this project. Mike Richardson has a lready volun
taer,ad to chair a co .. ittee to build a wall. A considerable portion 
of the Club's funds wou ld probably be allotted to this project over 
the ne~t few years, so co•e to the next few •eatings ; If not to ~p
pose, then to contrl but a I de as. 

By now a)l members are probably aware that our Huts and Cabin 
Committee Chairman, Mtrk Rtlnery, was killed on New Year's Day In an 
avalanche, whl .le climbing In the North .Fork ,of Ca111pbel1 Creek. Al
thouglt- •1 was not Hs clou friend, I was very fond of him and I ex
pec ted much to come of his new chairmanship and of his U ·socfa·tlon 
•lth the Mountlneerlng Club of Alaska. I am very saddened. He was 
Just s1xte,en. _ Bill Bornes·, Jr. _ 

• 

Sat forth below is· Article II, ~aragr0ph 2 of the Articles of I ncor- II 
poratlon as It presently stands. Th~ portion proposed to be aaended 
Is unde~~ ln,d: 
ARTlCL•E !l , .Paragraph 2. 

' 
This corporation Is a non-profit corporation. It Is not organized 
nor shall It be operated for pecuniary gain or profit. It does not 
contemplate the· distribution of' gains, profits or dlvlden~s ' to the 
members the•eof or to any prlvat• , shtraholder or Individua l and no 
pert of the property, profits or net : lncome of the corporation shall 
even Inure to the benefit of any member, officer or director or ~ 
trustee of• the corporation or to the benefit of •any prlvite share-
holder or . lndfvld•al. No substaatlal perf of tht activities of thll 
coreoratlon ~hall even consist of earrxfng on propaganda or. other-

• 
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wise attempting to influence legislation or of participation or 
intervention in any political campaign. The carrying on of the busi
ness at a profit shall be merely incidental to the specific and 
primary purposes of the corporation as herein set forth and in 
futherance thereof. Upon the dissolution or winding up of this cor
poration or upon abandonment of its purposes, its assets, after pay
ing or adequately providing for the debts and obligations having 
the same or similar purposes, which shall be designated by the Board 
of Directors. 

The proposed amendment, which would replace the sentence underlined 
above, is as follows: 

The activities of the corporation may consist in part of the adoption 
by the majority of the members at any regular meeting of an official 
position of the corporation concerning those issues, whether polit
ical, legislative or otherwise, which directly affect the stated pur
poses of the corporation or the practice or enjoyment of mountaineer
ing skills, experiences or opportunities; provided, however, that the 
Executive Board of the corporation may, when urgent time circum
stances require, adopt by majority vote and express an official posi
tion of the corporation concerning any of the foregoing subjects; 
which position so adopted shall be subject to ratification by a 
majority vote of the members present at the next regular meeting. 
Such qualification shall be so stated at the time such official posi
tion, as adopted by the Executive Board, is publicly announced. 

MATTERHORN 14,701' (cont'd. from Dec. SCREE) 
Shouldn't We Consider Flattop? SM1 PESTINGER 

But I was fresh as I spotted a 3-man German rope team that knew the 
way. A rope was essential on the higer slopes but a hindrance on 
the lower slopes. The middle man on the German team was weak, and 
their rope kept tangling and hooking on the rocks. I found myself 
scrambling easily on the vertical ridges continuously untangling 
the rope for the Germans! I was, however, to later claim my reward. 

Much to my displeasure those incredibly predominate handholds 
the Hornli Ridge is famous for began to disappear. Suddenly, I 
found myself on a 100-foot wall and the handholds were all but gone. 
From this point on the overly commercialized peak began to challenge 
my life. The summit, however, was l pulling me forward. The mid
German slipped and was belayed. I noted his awkwardness and quickly 
moved past him. 

Above the wall, I reached a second hut filled with warm blankets. 
I felt its utility as I recalled the previous blizzard. 

Upon leaving the hut, I was greeted by another wall with bad 
handholds. The mid-German was slipping above me and I wasn't on a 
rope. Hhile clinging tenaciously on the wall, my face touched a metal 
~aque. It conveyed the same message I had read in the cemetery. 
The theme: "In memory of .... " Once again, I was moving freely over 
the wall. Never moving one point until the other three were secured. 
I was still stronj. And as long as I was strong, I was confident. 

One wall was leading to another now. But I began to spot fixed 
line. And I wasn't in the mood to complain about the ethics. The 
fixed line must have ranged over a series of vertical walls totalling 
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about 600 feet. These walls were covered with Ice. I clung to line 
after line with my crampons grating against the vertical walls of 
rock and ice. But I was still strong. Next It was my distrinct 
pleasure to share the line with a guide and his client. I was going 
up, and they were coming down; and in the middle of a 50-foot line 
we met. I spread my hands far apart on the line so they could grab 
the line between my hands in their descent. lfe had met at a place 
where, with the ice, my feet could not help my hands support my 
weight. 

They passed, but as I recalled the heat of Paris and two sleepless 
nights, I found myse l f beginning to faint. I knew this was where 
four of Wymper's 7 feel to their death during the first descent of 
the mountain. Once again I found myself moving freely up the fixed 
line. But I lost my strength and It >~as not to return. 

Past the line the walls became gentler. I found myself traversing 
snow and ice similar to Alas kan conditions. My fatigue, however, was 
quite real as I stumbled on the summit ridge unaware of the German 
climbers. The magnificence of the summit strengthened me but not 
enough. 

Gradually climbers began to emerge upon the summit. The Icy con
ditions had taken their toll. I later learned only about 15 men 
had succeeded this day, al l via the Hornli Ridge. The Germans shook 
mY hand and offered me a beer and I downed lt. I noticed a very large 
cross on the end of the summi t ridge. I was too tired to Inspect it. 
I was content to sit precariously on the higher snow summit. 

I loved that summit. And for those of us who sat on It that icy 
day,. it made no difference where we were frorr~. I know, Jlowever, I 
was in a l ittle trouble . I · was only at 14,701 but I couldn't eat 
my chocolate bar. Weakly, I began to follow the Germans again in 
my descent. 

The gentler sloping snow and ice field ~roved the most dangerous 
part of the climb. I began to realize that if I'd fall here, I'd 
experience a 15,000- foot sllpperly slide ride. And then that mid
German fell in front of me . I watched him slide helplessly towards 
the edge before his belayers stopped him. I couldn't help but laugh 
as they hau led him in much the way a flsher•1•n pulls in his net. 
This process, however, wasn't good for my mental attitude. As I 
moved down I realized unbelayed I could slip as easily as stand. But 
I believed and I reached the fixed lines. 

As difficult as these lines >rere to go up, they were easy to come 
down. I felt myself a fireman on a pole. An I was grateful this 
dreaded experience turned out to be a pleasure. 

How it was time to col l ect my due for untangling the German's 
rope on the lower slopes. I began to rappel wall after wall with 
the rope that had proven so tiring to ascend. Soon I found myself 
on the l ower slopes and I knew I was safe. It was at this point I 
shook hands with the Germans and waved them on. The mid-German 
was now stronger than I . 

I decided to stay the night at the Hornli hut because it was cheap. 
Hours later In early evening I stumbled Into the hut having climbed 
my first mountain. Agaio, the Americans toasted my debatable success. 
A climber from Chicago asked >rhere I was from. I said Alaska and he """ 
noted that I had had a chance. I met an Austrian, however, who spoke 
excellent English. He and three other Austrians had just hired their 
guide. I remember him looking me in the eye and saying, I must tell 
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"FERN MI.E SKI TOUR Mov. 24- l 25, 1973 8111 Barnes, Jr. 
The heavy snow on ~hanksglvfng ell•inated all or the clf•bfng plans 

<onsldered for the trip and delayed .our departure until the Z4th. A 
surprising nuraber of peopl e turned Ul> -on Saturday for the tour. Thh 
trip completel y tested the capacity of the Fern Mine cabin. The cap
acity Is nine which could be Increased to eleven If two of the ~unkA 
downstairs are repaired. The absolute caP,aclty of the loft Is seven, 
but only if soMe of the people are rather s11all and the ••d marLnalls 
his bag down. 

We drove the u9plowed Hatcher Pass Road as far as the Li~tle Susitna 
Roadhouse, proving that a VW Is the equal of any snow.achlne. After 
an easy ski to the Fern and Snowbird Mine cutoff, we broke trail to
wards Fern Mine alternating the lead every five •lnutes, which ••de for 
a easy day for oll concerned In spite of the heavy snow. The tour was 
uneventful and the wuther continued· to clear as forecasted (AIIulog!) . 

Having learned the Art Ward trick well, John Plna•ont and I skied 
out last the next day. The weather was Incredible and the ski run 
just fan t,astfc, 55 • lnutes to the cars; a dlltance of about seven 
Miles. 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE ~CA GENERAL ~EETING OF DECEMBER 19 , 1973 
• 

Pre~ldent 8111 Barnes, Jr. cafled the 11eetlng to order. Leo Hannan 
suggested that we establish emergency caches ot our cabins. The Pres
Ident stated that It cost Sl,0$0 to build a cobin; therefore, no plons 
to build •ore cablps In the near future. 
It was announced that a new Equlp•ent Chai,.an is needed as ..fritz and 
Durhane Rieger will be leaving Alaska to go to school. With respect 
to oquip•ent, the Club needs •ore ice axes and adjustable cra•pons. 
Two new headl .. ps have been purchased for use by leaders or~lub cll•bs 
They are available by contacting President 8111 Barnes, Jr . 
Since there has been trouble finding cabins, it MIS decided that we 
will publish some type of map booklet indicating their locations . • 
Treasurer's Report: Checking $554.35 and Savings $170.23 
The Presioent r eported that programs for future Meetings will Include 
a lecture on Mountain sickness. Also, the Alaska Alpine Club has sug
gested exchanging prograMs. 
An a•tnd•ent to the Articles of lncorporotlon has been proposed as it 
would appea~ that we are presently In wlolatlon with respect to taking 
a stand (public position) on conservation •otters. To be woted on fnJan. 
Construction of a cll•blng wall ln Anchorage was discussed. 
It was announced that the Board has ogreed to print NCA •e•bership ap
plications and posters whtch wtll be placed in the sports shops tn 
Anchorage. 

WHAT-SCREE-SAID-NAY·BACK·THEN DEPT. 
10 years ago--January, 1964 - The policies and purposes of the NCA Com
mittee on Geographic NaMes were given . Paul Crews , Sr. described a 
"BusinessMan's Economy Climb" he took in Co rdo¥1. He wore street shoes 
•reinforced by light rubber overboots,• a business suit and light rain
coat. He was "thus equipped co•plete with pocket slide rule, hotel key 
and rotary pin ...• • He cll•bed Mt. Eccles (1500-1700'). Dale Hagen 
reported on a cli•b of Penguin Ridge, Nest End 3255'. 
Continued next page. 
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you, honestly, you are 1 fool. The frony fs thlt hfs words dfdn't • 
provo~e 1 response as I rectlled my day on the ~atterhorn. 

Now ft was tfme to leave Zermett and find mY wife fn london. As 
I ran after a tr·afn , I turned es a man yelled my na111e ; ft was Dale. 
He had tude ft. He asked ff we could c1 1mb lilt. McKinley tog,tbu, 
next sumMer. As I boa rded t he trafn I gri nned &nd said, 'Shouldn't 
we consider Fl attop? " 
WHAT·SCREE·SAID·IIAY·BACK·TH£N DEPT. (Cont'd.} 

5 yetrs • go--January, 
Short Days.• He gave 
tfon fro• Anchorage. 

1969 • Vf n Hoe•an wrote 
1 nu•ber of good winter 

• • • 

on ' Short Cll•bs for 
cll•bs for each dfrec-

Altske Rescue Group (ARG) fs tlwtys short of •enpower and 1s lookfng 
for volunteers of ell skill levels. Neetfngs tre the fourth Wednesday 
of uch 119nth at 1:llf '"It the Cfty Gym Room 101. Trafnfng Sessl.ons 
ore usually the f .frst Sundey of each month. ConUct ~or11 Stadem at 
277·3338. • • • 
INDEX to Volume 16 of SCREE wfll be fn the next Issue. 

The Jtnutry SPQRTS ILLUSTRATED 
country skffng fn Anchortge. 

• • • 
•egazfne has a long ,artfcle 
• • * 

on cross 

CORRECTION TO DECEMBER SCREE: The prfce of Exploring Mount McKinley 
Nttlon•l Park 1s $5.95 per copy, ~ $4. 95. 

MOUNTAINEERING CLUB OF ALASKA 
BOX 2037 
ANCHORAGE, AK 9951<0 
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$k1 Touril\& - llilr.ioa - BoekpockiAI Schoddo - 1974 

Lea.d.ers a.u uraed \O aak.e ao\.e oC \.belr d.at.ea • .nd l ,f De.eaaaary, M C\U'e t heir GVD a ubu:huu.a. 
Moveaber .ad Oe~r 1974 e ¥tnU vlll be c:oord.1n.a:Led vitb the Nor dic: Sk1 Club. 
S l&u-up oheeuo v U bo p...,.I<Md OL tbe -•• lA& the ...,th boforo cho ochodulod outiop. 
Thoae vlab.IA& t.o aak.e c.ly ae-4ay Lrlpe aay so fo -r a "' oo l.he weekad Lripa . 
kc.au.e of the e.neru c rt•le, c.ar poole vill be ne.caaaary; 1f nqu1red, , .. or &aa eoupon.8 vtll be aha r•d· 
For acldiuou o r <hooaeo. coll 11oM .&aoou ot 27~2901. 
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