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DECEMBER MEETING ..• Wednesday, Oece"bor 1~. 1973 •.. 8 :~n PM .•. Pioneer 
Sehoo lhou .. --3rd, & Et~lt Streets ••. !IIIII SLlDE sHgll : Mail be stralph t 

., but then"ageln It ••~ .be unusual•·C••• See: ..• Buslness Meetlnq, .. 
Refresh•ents • .• MAXISLIDE PRESriiTATIOM: John Pl,aMont will sho~ slides 
of bacltp ac~1n9' in t~e Grand Ca ityon. · • · · 

THE DECEMBER MEETlNG IS AT~ NEll LOCATION and ALSO OH A HEN DeT£ . 

BOARD MEETING~ .• Thursda!• January 3, 1974, 7:3n PH, 
and Silo larnes , J r .•s--43~4 Foreat 

at Stnen Jones 
had. 

r subacrh-
• your c ec eoney or er o A, , •Anc~orage , 

JANUARY· JJt. If your subscrlptien re11ewal 1'1 not 1n by 
you 'wll1 not receive e Jertuary SCR££. (MeMbersliip runs 
thrpugh December.) 

THE NEW HUTS AIID . CABI~S CHA IRMAN IS MARK RAillERY • 

• 
H C A M t ~ . T :E R 

. 
T R I P P I N G 

Durinn the su~~er months ~CA cli~bs are directed ' to
about everyone ; complete novices art noreal ly welcomed on 

Cl ub cli•bs In the ·Chugach. The .situation is not the same in the 
winter .nd the coaolete novice is only wel~oae on one-day s~i tours. 
The soeclflcati~n of requi red equip•ent for an "CA winter cli•b should 
shed so10e Uqht on: this 111atter. , · 

In add1tion to 'norllia J winter clfll\binp cl'o.~hinp ; th~ followin' ite10s 
are rliouir~d for one-day c11mbs: ice u e , cr1111pon1 with boots to fit, 
two carebiners · of · ~~spoctfled tyoe, ten to twonty feet of one-inch 
webbing, huvy lun·~~ .. at' leut one quart of waur, day !'lick, s.kh 'and 
WIX. ... • ' ,. ' 

Reco•eiid~d itei!s : I reco•end t~e J~rstrlje battery head hap (can
not be obtclned fn ·Anchorage buy fro• the Co-op) , double boots or 
bunny boots for extre~e cold, a rnpe if. yo~ have ·ona and would prefer 
not to un · tha Cluli's 1nd last ' but not least, ·a big down parka / Ovcr
ni9ht tl'f!l's de11ancl.•e:ven· """<! •and a -P.el"'on wflo doosn' t :know wloat to ' 
brin9 , strbuldn' 'f·0contollphto ·lllak·in!l .the trip. .· 

YQU OWE THE LEADER OF A TRIP THE COURTESTY OF INFORMING HIM THAT 
YOU ARE &OJ.If6 TO, Bf .Ill HH PARTY A DAY OR 1110, ---~rAO oj TillE . • 



Cll~iBfNG & SK!l~G SCHEDULE 

Saturday, DECEMBER 15 -- PTAR~IGftR PEAK. A s•vline neak. Hopefu l ly, 
bv the nully. s• ii n~ ~Y h,adlamp in and out. Lonq dav. LPader: 

.., Bill Barnas, Jr . PH: • ?l?.-2205. fl~etlnQ Pl'ae~: Valu f'art, 5:30 Alf. 

S•turday • Sunday, DECWBER ?2-23 -- MlflUAL FL.HTOP SLEEP- Itt. ~rinq 
~ood A sustenance. Ho l eader. 

Sunday, JANUARY 13 
front of Eberhard ' s . 

li<DIAN VALLEY 
L·3ader: a i ll 

SKI TOUR. Me~t at 7:"0 htl in 
Barnes, Sr. PH: 333-•218. 

saturday, JANUARY 12 -- VISTA PEAK. Un '1•adow Cree• on the •ast side 
- of Eaole River. S\ lr,otour and climb. 3/4 ~- for ski tourers. Ful-.. 

dav for peonlP climb i n~ . This arPa is now closed to srowmachines, 
~ut be ~renared to be vioilantes iust thP. sa~~. L~ader: T~~ M~acha~ 
PH: 277-2129. ~eet &t Value Mart at 6:30AM. 

P R 0 P 0 S E D A M ~ N G M E U T 

The Ex•cut i ve Committee , a t its meeting on December 5, 1973, 
voted to present an amendment to the Art i cles of Incorporat i on 
of the Mountaineering Cl ub at the n~xt . regular maetlng. However, 
since a ~eriod of f i fteen days Nil! not elaose between publicat i on 
of tha proposed amendment in Scr~e and the next regular m~eting 
as r~qulred by the Ar ticles of lncorpor'ation, the amendment will be 
orosent~d here, and a vot~ of the MP~bers wi l l be ta~en on the 
amendment at tha Janu ary mee ting . A two - thirds vot~ of the member 
ship in favor of the am~ndment is rcquir£d to nass it. Discussion 
of t he oronosed amendnent wil l b~ entertained at both the o~cemb~r and 
January mcot i ngs. Set forth be l ow is Article 11 , paragraoh 2 of 
the Articles of Incor poration as it orcsent l y stands. The portion 
orooosed to be amended Is under l ined: 

ARTICLE II, Paraoraph 2. 
This corporat i on is a non-oroffit coroorat i on. It is not 

organized nor shall it be operat·•d for pecuniary gain or oroflt. 
It does not cont~mpl a te the dis t ribut i on of 9ains, orofits or 
dividends to the m~mbcrs th~r~of or to any pr i vate sharchold ~ r or 
Individual and no part of the ~rooerty, profits or net income of 

.., the corporation shal_Laven inur~ to the b~n'ij,.it of any 111omber, offiW 
or dfrector or tru s~ of the coroora t fon or to the tcncfft of ~ny 
private sharohol d2r ~f ind i vi dua l . No substanti a l oart of the 
activlti os of this corooratlon shall-nvor consist of carrvln~ on 
oro~a anda or oth e rwi s ~ at t cAotino to influrnce l eoislatfon or of 
~art1c 1 pation or i nterv~ntion 1n any ro ca camoa qn. e carryfng 
on of the business at a profit shal l b< marcly inc i den tal to the 
so~cific and pr ima r y purposes of the corporation as here in sat forth 
and in furthoranca t haroof. Upon the di ssolution or ~indin9 up of 
this corporation or upon abandonmont of its purposos, wh i ch shal l 
bo dosignated by the Board of Directors . 

T~e orooos!d amendMent, wh i ch would replace the s en t e nce und Jr
lfned abovo, is as fol l ot~s: 
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The activities of th2 corporation may consist in part of the 
adoption by the maiority of tho members at any regular meeting of an 
official Position of tho corporation concerning those issu~s, whathcr 
political, legislative or otherwise, which directlv affect the 
stated nurooses of th~ corporation or th? practica of enjoyment of 
mountainearin~ skills, axperiences or opoortunities; provided, how
ever, that th~ Executive Board of th2 corporation may, when urgent 
tine circumstances requir~, adopt by majority vote and oxoress an 
official nosition of th~ corporation concerinig any of the fore
~oing subjrcts; which oosition so adooted shall be subject to rat
ificati~n by a maiority vot~ of the members present at the next 
regular meeting. Such qualification shall be so stat~d at th~ time 
such official position as adopted by the Executive Board, is 
publicly announced. 

MATTERHORN 14,7nl • SA ~1 P E S T I N G E R 
Shouldn't We Consid~r Flattop? 

On Sept. 4, 1973, I woke up to find myself sick at my stomach on 
top of the Matterhorn. To articulate for you why I was there would 
take the entire article. I will limit mvsalf to how I aot down. 

After haari!'lQ the f1atterhorn had b0r.n. humbled bv S\'Jiss Guides 
running their clients up the Hornli Ridge, much like a do9 on a 
leash, I decided to climb the mountain via the Zmutt or most difficult 
ridqe. To assist me in my labors I offGred a case of boor to an 
instructor at the UniVersity of Geneva. 11uch to my surprise he 
acccnt~d my offer and in la~e Au9ust I found myself in Z~rmatt, 
Switzerland. 

Uoon my arrival in Zermatt I know from the Birds Eve Vrgatable 
commercial on television the mountain should have been visible. It 
was not. N0vcrth2lcss I head3d for mv much discussed me~tina olace 
with my G~n3va friand. The Genevan h~d instructed me to bri~g no 
climbing ~sar as he would orovide it all. At the meeting olace I was 
greeted by a note apoloqizing for tha blizzard hidin~ ths Matterhorn 
and the absenc~ of mv friend. 

Havinn money in mv pock-;t at this time I rl~cided to hire a quidc 
and try ~h~ blizzard: ~Y prosrcctiv~ guide informed me that the snow 
had covered the hand holds and he could earn a livin~ via the Kornli 
Ridge on brighter days. With this my wife convinc2d me wo should 
d~part for the ~asy life in Paris and I aprend. 

After 5 consecutive days of Frsnch cuisine and the 95° heat of 
Paris my thoughts returned to the Matt0rhorn. I found myself flying 
out of Paris at 4:no A.M.going back to the mountain. I now, however, 
had no money for a guide and had lost my clinbing connection with 
my Geneva friend. 

Upon my arrival in Z2rmatt th2r2 was not one cloud in th2 s~y. 
And even considering all the oxcossiv~ commercialism dumped upon the 
Mattrrhorn it stood out as one of the most majestic mountains I've 
PV~r sc2n. But the mountain was cov0red with snow and icc so I was 
off to rent my crampons. 

While in line to rent the crampons, I noticod one nervous American 
tryinp unsuccessfully to obtain crampons from the proprieter who had 
learned th2 American was without a guide. Yhen my turn arriv~d, I 
looked the proprietor in the eye and said I have a puide and I want 
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two pairs of crampons. Outside I shook hands with the American and 
handed him his crampons. Dale and I next formulated our plan for 
the Matterhorn--to keep our eyes on the little guys in the red and 

~ white sweaters--the guides. .~ 
Guides only climb the Hornli Ridge--which should have told us 

something. We knew that on this ridge guides belay their clients 
and that the clients don't belay their guides. We believed that the 
risk was falling rock and not falling. We decided not to rent a rope. 

At the end of town we grabbed a cable car which would take us to 
a valley below the Matterhorn. It was our pleasure to ride with a 
Swiss guide who proceeded to put a great deal of shit on us for 
trying the climb without his services. His theme was simple. 
Ame~icans are terrible climbers. The Matterhorn was a magnificent 

~ mountain. We as Ameri~ans were incompetent to-climb the Matterhorn.-~ 
He did, however, follow up with a doien stories of how he had rescued 
nauseated American climbers. 

We got off the car at what I hoped would be hotel Hornli Hut at 
10,000 feet where we'd start the climb in the morning. Surprise! 
The hut wasn't a hotel. It was a hut several miles away which was 
reached by a very comparable hike to Crow Pass! At 4:00 A.M. I had 
roasted in the 95° heat near sea level; at 7:00P.M. I was chilled 
in the 250 temperature near 10,000 feet. 

I hate to sound like a novice, but that nite in the hut was one 
of the finest experiences in my life. The late climbing season had 
attracted some bona fide European climbers. I didn't talk with 
men who had been on the summit of Everest, but I talked to men who 
had climbed with men who had been on the summit of Everest. Before we 
retired, Dale and I were toasted by the English speaking men. We 
were the only Americans on the mountain without guides. A 
distinction I would later challenge. 
The guides no longer challenged us. It was our right to try, 
guides knew too well the cemetery in Zermatt where graves are 
with ice axes rather than crosses--whi~h by the way, Dale and 
have. 

and th~ 
marked 
I didn't 

We awoke at 4:00 AM and began to move more decisively. The 40 men 
in the hut were also seriously checking their gear. 

The Hornli Hut offered us breakfast and then Dale spotted a man in 
a red and white sweater with a light on his head. We were out the 
door, moving towards the Matterhorn. 

The lower slopes of the Hornli Ridge were not difficult. We con
tinued to traverse the ridge, keeping our eyel.On the moving light. __ 

~This morning there weri three different types' of climbers: European · 
rope teams, guides with one older European climber on the end of a 
rope and guides with a young American on the end of a rope. 

On the lower slope, Dale and I came behind a slower moving Euro
pean rope team. Dale became impatient and scrambled around them. I 
hesitated and then chose a shortcut to jcin him above the rope team. 
I was not to climb with Dale again. We had lost each other in the 
darkness. 

I was now on the Matterhorn alone and those publicized footsteps 
were disappearing rapidly. As the sun began to rise, for the first 
time I appreciated the remaining 3,000 vertical feet I had chosen to 
encounter. 

THIS WRITEUP CONTINUED IN THE JANUARY SCREE. 
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE MCA GENERAL MEETING OF NOVEMBE~ 15, 1973 

President Bill Barnes, Jr. announced that Bob Sourr would head the 
Geographical Names Committee. He also announced that Tom Meacham 
would work with Barbara Hinkley on the Conservation Committee. ~ill 
Barnes, Jr. will temporarily head the Climbinq and Program Committees. 

The date and place of the ')ecefTiber meetinn ~ttere announced. 
Members approved a proposal to purchase a movie screen, coffee pot 

and projector table. 
T h e f i1 m , " So 1 o," \'1 a s s how n . I t p r o v e d to be so en a r o s s i n q t h a t i t 

was shown a second time. 
(Minutes provided by Rill Barnes, J~) 

PORTAGE LAKE WARNING 
On necember 2nd, Larry and Kathy Tedric~ and Steve Tandy visite~ 

Portaqe Lake for a day of skiino and scra~blinq. They had oriqinally 
intended to practice some ice-climbinq techniques on the iceberqs 
which had calved durinn the summer and were now apparently locked in 
the ice of the lake. ~ne berq in particular looked inviting since it 
was ne~r the oarkina lot and anoeare1 to be nrounderl on the bottom of 
the lake. Ho~ever,· Larrv learn~d before the trip that these berqs 
were 1angerously unstable an~ they decided not to do any climbing 
after all. Just how unstable, they were to soon learn. 

They drove to the lake on Sunday an~ just as they arrived they saw 
two men walkina on the ice towarrl the nearest bera. One man tossed 
a rope up on t~e berq, whereupon it immedi~telv hroke free an1 rolled 
90 degrees, hreaking the thick lake ice like an eggshell. The men, 
a couple of Japanese pilots, ran like crazv and escapted injury. 

Larry's theory for such unstable iceberas is that durinq the cold 
winter months the exoose1 oart of the berq does not melt, while the 
submerged portion is const~ntly meltinq i~to the surroundinn water. 
This causes the berg to become top-he~vy and after a time, it will · 
tip over. This coulrl occur at any time and may even be triggered by 
the weight of a rope touching ft as in the present case. Even the 
ice of the lake is not stronq enouqh to prevent an iceberq from ro
tatinq without warninQ. 

So climbers, beware! The life yo~ save may be your own or your 
friend§. And pass the worrl on. 

-Tom r1eac ham 

WHAT-SCREE-SAI~-YAY-BACK-THEN DEPT. 

lfJYears Ago - ::lecember, 1963 - '1ave Johnsto·n reported "An Pttemot on 
Peak 4419' East of Sunrise." Several factors--cold feet an-1 han':ls, a 
white-tipped nose, a broken ski bindinq, the fact that no one had 
skis or shoNshoes compeller:! the party to turn back. How~ver, " ... 
even if we did fall a htee tad short of our qoal, the beautiful wintl!!r 
scenery, fine opportunity to field test our cold weather ~ear and the 
constant nutty spirit maintainerl by the whole group the whole way made 
our day well worthwhile." 
5. Years Ago- December, 1958- Bill Babcock and Hans VanderLaan 
made a second ascent of Gran it~ Peak 67?.9 •. They stated, "It Nas an 
excellent climb and could be done by most intermediate climbers with 
a competent leader." t)n net. 15, 1963, Vin and Grace Hoeman cele-
brated the formation of the Alaska So.ction of the American ~lpine 
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C 1 u b by c 1 i m b i n q w h a t t h e y n am e 1 H a r o r1 t n . ( from s h a p e ) 5 n 0 1 ' . " . 
a first recorded ascent, east of the. So~th Fork of Eagle qiver, ury NW, 
down St4 Rgs." 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 

Michael D. Lee, St. Rt A, 1743 E, Anchorage, /\K 99507 
Bill Stanley, Honolulu, Hawaii 
Steve and Gary Tandy, 3537 Lore Road, Anchorage, AK 99507 

C 0 R R E C T I 0 N S 

· NOVP1BER SCREE--Page 9--The paragraph which begins "The Kenai River 
Trail ... " was typed incorrectly. The error begins in the fourth sen
tence. Here is the entire paraqraph typed correctly; the fourth and 

-.J fifth sentences are·--torrect here. The:.paragraph is part of the TRAIL
INFORMATIONt 1973 writeup by Dona Agosti. 

The Kenai River Trail winds through bog and woods and across log 
bridges until the river itself is reached. Here it continues for 
several miles, then leaves the river and climbs steeply to a ridge. 
At the junction 2 l/2 miles further, take the left fork to Skilak Road, 
a distance of about l/2 mile. Go straight ahead at the junction if 
you intend to complete the full trail. From this first exit, turn 
left if you intend to return to Hidden Creek Campground or if your car 
is parked at Hidden Creek Trail. This is an 8-10 mile round trip, de
oending on where your car is. 

AUGUST SCREE--Page 3--The peak which is mentioned but not identified 
in the writeup entitled SOUTH FORK, EAGLE RIVER July 19-22, 1973, by 
Mark Rainery is Organ Peak 5980'. Mark Rainery states it is a second 
ascent. 

B I T S & P I E C E S 

Chester Creek Bike Trail dedication will be celebated with a Winterfest 
on December 22 from 12:00 Pr1 to 2:00 Pi1. ~1eet at the Rocket Park at 
the foot of E Street and ski, dog team, ski-jar, pulhka or use any 
other non-mechanized means to get to Goose Lake where a bonfire will 
await the hot dogs and marshmallows which you have brought with you 
for roasting. INDEED, A GRAND WAY TO CELEBRATE THE TRAIL & WINTER FUN 
ALL AT THE SAME TIME. See you there! 

On November 25, Dave DeVoe led an MCA climb of O'~alley Peak under 
over c a s t. s k i e s . 0 the r part i c i p a n t s were La r r y Ted r i c k , '1 i k e He i n z , 

~"""Jerry Kurtz, Jim Renke'rt and Tom r1eacham. It·"'was Dave's fourth ascent 
of O'Malley and his third under winter conditions. 

Bjarne Holm 
~-1ay 1 971 

April 1973 
April 1973 

May 1973 
May 1973 

reports he has climbed the following peaks: 
Institute Peak 8000' - Eastern Alaska ~ange 
White Princess 9700' - Eastern Alaska Range 
Little Princess 9700'- Eastern Alaska Range 
M'ladies gaoo• - Eastern Alaska ~ange 
Mt. Sanford attempt-- reached 15,500' (summit is 16,100') 
Climbed 13,300' side vent of the volcano (altitude sick-
ness of one of the other members of the party forced early 
retreat. 

INDEX to 973 SCREEs will be published in January. 
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Dick Montague has written: ~1 1 rmatlon ' bo ow raphrasec 
letter. J 

ALASKA TRAVEL PUBLICATIONS, has rel sed .s flrH . gui book 
on a major travel destination ar~i in Alask E tled EXPLOI G 
MOUNT MCKINLEY IIATIONAL PARK: by' ••/camper, bus, •!cycle or c foot, 
the 300-page guidebook (5 3/8 x 8 3/8 Inches) cove ·s what the! 1s to 
see and do in Alaska ' s sole nH1onal park from steBO to stern. The 12 
chapters cover such subjects as how to travel to the park from the 
"gat<>way" cities of Anchorage and Fairbanks; visHor facl !ties In 
•nd near the park; history of the Mount McKinley region ; geology, 
climate and weather of the area; wildlife and plantlife of th' park; 
how to travel the 85 mi les of park road and what to lock for; 25 
hiki ng routes for backcountry travel; mountaineering on Mount McKinley 
and other high peaks of the park; and a bibliography.llll 

The text is supplemented by more than 25 specially-drawn color maps 
which describe each of the hiking routes and trails These maps are 
superimposed on USGS sectional maps of the p~rk. In •ddition to this 
serle$, 31 specia l ly drawn color maps illustrate the 85 miles of park 
road between Riley Creek Visitor Orientation Con t~r and Wonder lake 
Campground on a sca l e of 1 i nch equals 0.5 mi les Additional maps 
provide overviews of the park and describe the major mount~ineer i ng 
ascent routes (Kahiltna/West Buttress and Muldrow Glacier r1utes) 

The chapter on hiking foll ows the genera l format of 55 WAYS TO THE 
~ILOERHESS IM SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA, but deals, of course, only with 
hiking routes within the park. 

The book aims tc bri dge the information gap between visitors and 
their wilderness park. lt is written, hopefully, to appeal and to 
provide meaningfu l information not only for the senior citizens who 
sightsee by tour bus but a 1 so for the younger ,g,en_~rati o~ who fam11Y
camp, explore and tramp the backcountry. In s•hol't, ' 1t has' informa
tion for oll forms of ''explorers , " incl uding thos~ .who explore from 
the comfort of their armchairs 

The text has been carefully checked with the National Park Service. 
Me plan t o Issue period ic editions to update the material. 

The newsstand price i s $4.95 per copy. MCA members may obtain 
cople~. at any of the loca l sporting goods stores or by contacting 
ALASKA TRAVEL PUBLIC;HIONS, INC --their number 1s 274-3gl2, 

If you need more I nformation, just give Dick (Richard Montague) 
a call, and he'll be g lad t o fil l you ln. Dick and his wife, Jeanne, 
are members of MCA. 

CONGRATULATIOtlS! Dick--The book looks fantastic. (I'm saving my 
pennies to purchase it.) 

MCAers HAVE A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS AND GREAT NEW YEAR! 

I 


