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. . . VOL. 16, No. 11 
NOVEMBER MEET! NG •.• ·thursd.ay ,' November 15 1 1~73 ••• 8: nn PM .•. Centrtl 
Junior High Mult1ouroose Roo• ••• (SA,E TI~E. SAME PLACE AS USUAL--BUT 
WATCH FOR A' CHANGE BEGI·MNING WITH THE DECE'I!!:S.MEETING!) -
~ . --141MI-SLIDE SHOll of -he 14CA •a•s assault on Go t ,ounta1n above Gird-
wood ... Business 14eet1n~ .. • Refr eshments •.• f4AIN PRDGRA~: The film •solo' 
the winner of Sunset Magazine's 1973 travel fi lm qra nd or1ze, a oh11o
sophlcal and artistic oortrayal· of the life of a hl9h-anqle solo 
cll11ber. 

M C A II I N T E R T R J P p· I N G 

Regu1rements: Ourlno the sum~er ~ont~s ,CA climbs are directed towards 
just about everyone; cooplete novices are normally welcomed on club 
cliMbs 1n the Chugach. The situation 1s not the samo 1n the winter 
and the complete novice 1s onlv welco~e on one-dav sk1 tours. The 
spec1f1ca~1on of required equ1oment for an ~CA winter climb should 
shed so•e light on t ~ls •• tter. 
In addition to norBal winter cll•blnq cloth1no, t~e follow1nq ltt•s 
tre required forone-dav c11•bs: Ice axe , cramoons with boots to fit, 
two carab1nert of unsoacHied tvoe', tan to twentv fe~ t of one-Inch 
webbfng, beavv lunch, at least one quart of water, dav pack, skis and 
wax. ,Recomljlended Items·: J'ustrlte bttttrv· headlaM ·(buv no other-
c.an_'t be obtained 1n Anchorage buv. from the £ooo), double boots or 
bunny boots for extre• e cold, a rooe If vou have one and would orefer 
not ~o use the Club's ~nd las t bu t not least , a blo down narka. ~ver 
night trios de•and even toore and a oerson who doesn't how what to · · 
bring, shouldn't conte•olate ••kfng the tr1n . 

of. • tr -tha cour (f( 1 nform ~~- that 
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I Clii181NG l SKIING 

. 
• 

' Satu~day, NOVEMBER 17 • • O'MALLEY PEAK, a skylJ ne P~at. by the usua 
route. l eader I Heetfng Place To Be Annou~ced. · 

. ' 
Frld~y . Saturday & Sunday, NOVEMBER 23-25 -- SKI TOVRIMG ~ CLt~BING 

· • •• '' . :. • FI\Q;M THE '~E~H MillE CA81N 
The> ~abln will Heep only ten, so t~ntag e a.rr.a.ng'ellents !!lay have to b.• 
MadeL ' T-ile t ur h about seven •Hu to the ,cab! n and fs o.ne of tha 
•ost pleasant to be found In the Tal~~tnas. C11•bs of Kfklckea, · 
Yfsbo and Kattatagona can be otade ·easfly fro• the ctbln. Thfs trio fs 
suitable for cll•ber and ski er only alike. Don't feel obllgod to coMe 
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for all three days. Since a traile will be broken on Friday, those 
who wish to tour only should find a nice trail Saturday morning and 
a suner ski-out Sunday morning. A leader for the trio will be pro
vided cnly to tho group leaving Friday morning. Leader: Steve Jones 
PH: 272-2205. Meeting Place: Valu Mart 7:30 AM, November 23. 

w Saturday, DECF.MBER ~-- I•JOLVERH!E PEAK. Th'tf!' is one of the skylin~ 
peaks of Anchuraqe. You can very nearly ski to the top of this one. 
Leadar: John Merrick PH: 272-5243. Meetinp Place: Valu Mart 

Saturday, DftE~BER 15 -- PTARMIGAN PEAK. A s~yline peak. Hooefully, 
by t h e g u 1 (v . S k i i n g by h e ad 1 amp i n a n d o u t . L on g d ay . L e ad e r : 8 i 1 
Ban.1?s :.·PH·: 272-2205. Meeting Place: Valu Mart, 5:30 A~L 

Sat:Jrday Ft S·unday, D,UEr4BER 22-23 -- M4NUAL~ATTOP SLEEP-IN. 
wood t1 sustr.nanc·0. . ..0 lead·er. 

JANUARY -- VISTA PEAK 
PASTORAL 
TI~):<.;:SHLA 

FE B R U A R Y - - KJ C K S T E P . L ~ a d 0 r : B i 1 1 B a r n e s 
rii fH G LAC I E R S k i To u r 

M/\ R C H -- B Vf• 0 ~~ P f:: A K . · Leader : Bob Sour r 
Mt\ti.'H.!l~l(,, PEAK 

· A~CfiC. VALLY-CROWW PASS SKI TOUR 

Bri,. 

-~ 

MORE WILL hE ADDEb. Dona Agosti, Bill Stiver~ and'Bi11 Barnes, Sr. 
are cooking up .more ski tours. 

CHILKOOT .ADV~SORY: For all hik0rs who intend to do the Chilkoot Trail ---·- ·---·•-.. _.. ... ___ . __ 
with mc.ne*t July (about the third week), required reading for the . 

.'')';/ c 0 Ll r s e ~d 1 I be . r H E ll~A' I L 0 F I 9 8 b y L 0 we 1 1 T M71n a s J r • 0 u r f c 1 1 0 w ~1 c1f# 
mem~er wrote this Klindike anthol6gy sh~rtly after arriving in Alaska 
and I ·am ash~med to admit it took me 11 years longer to rxolore this 
fascinating·~ieca of Alaskan history. Senator Thomas has selected some 
of the most infor~ativc literature for his anthology. 
The second required book is THE KLONDIKE FEVER by Pierre Burton. The 

l:t authnr i.s a well-knO\'Jn Canadian TV star and lived in Dawson Cityk until 
h~ was 12. To give an example of Burton's thorouqhness, it too. him 

_, 5 y 0 a r s to \'J r i t e t ~ i~ o o k a n d h i s b i b 1 i o g r c1f'Y\ y c o n t a i n s 1 ~ 2 a u t h o r !""" 
a n d 4 6 n c w s p a p e r s a n d p e r i o d i c a 1 s . I w a s c c.r t a i n 1 y u n a\'! a r e o f t h e 
volume of literature written on the Gold Rush until I counted th~ 
titles in Burton's bibliograohy. I didn't contract the fRver until 
I drove to Dawson City this summer and meandered alon0 the banks of 
the Bonanaza ~nd tha Eldorado riv~rs. Hiking ~long th~ Taylor Highway 
and in the vicinity of Dawson City is good and becomes .close tc fas-
c i n n t i n q i f you • v P. ·both c~ r:; d to s t u dy the h i s tor v . By the w a .v , i f w c 

·find that th~r~ are Chilkoot hiters who havr only two or three days to 
cover the trail and others who wish to meander, we'll divide into two 
contingents. Of one thing I am certain--! won't ever be doing Chilkoot 
in th~ w.inter., -Dona Agosti-
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In reading past SCREEs, one is struck by the one problem which 
plagues volunteer organizations such as MCA year after year. The 
problem, of course, is the lack of voluntezrs. This problem made it
self felt last year particularly in the arGa of Club~soonsored climbs 
and hikes. I do not expect any great change in the situation; however, 
I expect that this year we will have a full schedule of Club-sponsored 
climbs, ski tours and hikes. The activities essential to the function
ina of MCA will be maintained. 

-While I have not yet filled all committee posts and do not expect 
to, our most important committee positions will be filled or at least 
maintained by myself. The appoint~es to committee posts will be an
ncu~c~d at the November meeting, but I will ta~o this opportunity to 
annou~ce that Bob Spurr has consented to chair the Committ2a for Geo
qri1Dhic rlamP.s. I am-1Ttost pleased over this,·as it is appropriate fh1lt 
MCA concern itself with naming of peaks in Scuthcentral Alaska, and 
Bob Spurr is a most appropriat: choice of chairman for this committee. 

I do not intend to make many changes durino the year and some of 
the changes involv8 changing things bac~ to the way they once were, 
as I tend to subscribe to tradition and the continuity it lends to 
life. Do look for a few chanocs. 

Lock to see a number of slide shows of climbs done in thr Club's 
earlirr davs along with some professionally made climbing films. And 
lcok for a move of our meetin~ olace and thP reestablishment of a more 
intimate Club atmosphere. Look for morG climb accounts and less 
11 Prcsident's Pen. 11 

- Bill Barnes, Jr. -

RENEW YOUR SCREE SUBSCRIPTION TODAY! 

Mail your check/money order to MCA, Box 2037. 

Anchorage, AK 99510. JANUARY lst IS THE DEADLINE. 

If vrur subscription renewal is not in by 

January lst, you will not receive a January 

SCREE. 

(This has been a"public service" soot annr:uncementJ 

BITS ~ PIECES: Ed Coleman had a fine ex~ibit of mountaine~ring equio
m~nt in a window disolay at West High School. He GarnGd credit for 
it in his qcology class. 

Sometime ago Joanne Merrick found a lens shade for a Hasselblad cam
era in the Hatcher Pass area. If it is yours~ olease identify and 
claim. If no one claims it, she will oive it to someone who can usc 
it on their camera so let Jeanne know if you can use it. 

FOR SALE: Brand new pair of black, Korean bunny boots. N~ver been 
used! Excellent condition. Size llR. Army lype. Call 277-0354 
after 5:00 P~1. 
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CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 20, 1973, MEETING 
President Meacham called the meetina to order and apologized for 

t h e m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s co n c e r n i n g the 11 f o c k o u t 11 i n J u 1 y a n d t he c h a n g e 
of location for August. 

T h e T r e a s u r e r ' s r,e p o r t w a s a s f o 1 1 ow s : C.h e c k i n g $ 477 . 1 0 , S a v i n g.s , 
$168.34, Cash $44.10. 

L~dwig Ferche is interested in forming a group to do some ski 
mountaineering this winter. This is downhill skiing, but requires some 
mountaineering equipment including heavy double boots; also required 
are skis with cable bindings, markPr toes, etc. A day's outing would 
include being dropped by helicopter, then spending the entire day 
skiing out. Sign-up sheets were provided. 

Snowmachines in Chuoach State Park were discussed. Division of 
P a r k s w i 1 1 r e v e a 1 i t.i,., p o 1 i c y a t a p u b 1 i c i n f..Q r m a t i o n a 1 me e t i n q s o o n,.,.. 
Maps were distributed showing that the only area closed to machines 
is the lower fork Campbell Creek. Ship Creek will be open. If you 
have any other ideas, write to Governor Egan with copies to Ted Smith 
and the Commissioner of Natural Resources. 

PARC needs a representative from MCA. Group meets twice a month on 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays at noon in Student Union, AMU. T~ey have a trails 
committee and Chugach StGte Par~ task force among others. 

We hope to have summer schedule set uo three months ahead and omit 
summer business meetings. In its place would be slide shows at the 
Museum to which the general public is invited. 

We also hope to have a manual written to serve as a guide for leader 
of climbing schools in order that there can be continuity from year 
to year. It was discussed by the Board that an entrance exam be given 
to those contemplating attending the school which would reouire basic 
knowledge of knots and terminology before beqinning the school. 

Respectfully submitted, Dona Agosti, Secretary 

'·''• 

CONDENSED MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 18, 1973, MEETING 
The meetinq was called to order by President Tom Meacham. Gil Todd, 

Treasurer, gave the financial report: Checking $409.8n; Savings 
$168.35; Cash $77.40. 

Barbara Winkley, Conservation Committee Chairman, commended Tom 
Meacham for his factual and informative testimony at the Chugach State 
Park public meetino. She stated that it was still imoortant to write 
letters to Governor Egan if snowmachines were to be prohibited in the 

._, S o u t h F o r k C a m p b e 1 1 e1' :: e k a r e a . S h e a 1 s o n o"t' e d t h a t t h e 1 a s t o f t h (r' 
wilderness proposal hearings, that involving Nunivak Island, was to 
take place Wednesday, Oct! 24. 

Leo Hannan, Chairman of the Borough Parks ~ Recreation Committee, 
and also appointed by Mayor Roderick to the City-Borough Bi-Centennial 
Commission, askGd MCA approval of a plan by the Borough to acquire 
land formerly called the Campbell Airstrio area. The 5,nnn acres has 
been held by the BLM for the last three years and can be acouired for 
park use for nothing. It was moved, seconded and unanimously passed 
that MCA give its approval to the transfer of this land from BLM to 
the Borough for park use. 

Tom informed the members that the Board is loo~ing into the possi
bility of changing the meeting place to tho Pioneer School House, and 
a oossibility of changing the meeting night. Watch SCREE for changes. 
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President Meacham asked that the custoMarv 30-day notice of election 
be waived. Motion was made9 seconded and oasscd. 

Elected by unanimous acclamation, with no nominations from the 
floor, were: Treasurer--Stev~ Jones, Secretary--Dona Agosti, Vice 
President--Gil Todd, President--Bill Barnes, Jr. 

Bill Barnes took over the m~etin~ and thP followino, Board members 
were elected: Two-Year Term--Tom MPacham, Two-Year Term--Bill Stivers, 
One-Year Term--Joanne Merrick. 

RPspectfully submitted, Dona Agosti, Secretary 

"CHARLOTTE'S ''!EBB," An Easy Fun Route on Pioneer Peak Will Cottrell 
In late July, Jack Bruckner and I laft at 2:00AM to climb the cen

tral snow-filled couloirs on Pioneer's north face. We f1qured there 
would be little danger of rock fall and the spiderwebb-like snowfield 
would be firm for cr~mpons. We wGre right. Don't gat caught halfway 
uo the snowfield in the noon-day sun or you'll wish your car had run 
out of gas. 

The route is easy to find, it's the shortest way to the summit. 
After parkin~ one block west of the old Knife River Bridge in a small 
turnoff, we stumbled up an old rock slide that later turned into a 
stream and then a waterfall. By passing the waterfall on the ri~ht, 
we cut throuqh the alders and cauoht the stream about 2nn vertical 
feet later. -The stream led strai~ht up to some very pleasant slab 
climbing (reminiscent of the Boulder Flatirons) and finally to the 
lowest limb of the snowfield at about 3nnn feet. From there it was 
easy roped, but unprotected, snow climbinq. 

t4e heard a few "zinos" and "whooshes" as the warmth loosened the 
mountain's face. Only-the last 10n feet got a little tricky with 
slushy snow on black ice. We were amazed at our time of fiv2 hours 
considering I was fat and out of shape. 

W~ descended by the standard N.E. Ridge and had enjoyable rock 
climbing on the spire and balanced along the north face as long as 
possible. Finally, we abandonGd the ridge ~thic and glissaded a f2w 
scree-filled couloirs. The rest is too miserable to recount. A 
very unaesthetic 0ully spewed us out about one-half mile east of the 
car. 

I normally never write about climbs, but the fun and ease of the 
"diretessina" compared to the usual route would be unfair not to share. 

(CHARLOTTE'S WEB is a children's story about a friendly spider.) 

CROW PASS, CAMP CREEK, SHIP CREEK, Bill Barnes, Sr. 
BIRD CREEK August 11-13, 1973 

This trip was done by Clay Nunally, Bill Barnes, Sr. and Dick Hayak, 
a chap from Seattle who was a guest who wanted to go hikinq with us, 
along with Frea, the florwegian Elkhound. 

My wife, All~gra, drovG us to Crow P~ss early in the morning and 
~e l2ft the foot of Crow Pass parking lot at 8:20 AM on August 11 and 
by 10:30 we were at the cabin. So we made it up in two hours. It was 
raining pretty steadily and so we stopped in the c~bin and heated up 
some tea and had a bite of lunch with a couple of fellows about 18 or 
19 who were going on further to go sheep hunting in the Camp Creek 
area. They told us that th'y knew the way into Camp Creek and would 
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quide us. So after lunch we all started out: map reference is Anch
oraqe A'-, Section ~ 1 o. 1~. 

We went down throu~h Crow Pass traversino alonq the side of the 
mountains9 coverinq sections R, ~. 1~, and trvinq to stav up hioh 
enou~h cut of the aldPrs. It wasn't such bad o,oino until we not down 
to around Section ~ where we had to oo uo the side OT a mourtain about 
l~~n feet and th~ turf was nrettv slic~ in the rain. I'M afraid if 
nne nf us had fallen down that we mio~t have rolled ~own thn nrass
COV1'3red "'lountair.sic'e and been unahle to stop. I had i\ fall when I·.' .. · 
steroe~ on a sliooerv rock, but didn't hurt myself at all. 

You'll note"" Section 3? ther! is a snall stream whic~ leads uo to 
a nli\cier, and we found a sheen trail un a~out ?""" fe~t which lerl 
around tho mountain into this vallev. T~e valley is filled with scr~e 
and we clim~ed up to the top of the vallev ir the pourino rain. A~out 
7:nn P~ we made the last climb up a scree slone and looked ~own into 
t h e h e a d w a t e r s of ~ o C r e e k • H l'l i 1 e we r1 i t'f?i' t s P e M u c h o f t h e h e a"'tr 
w~ters of ~amn Cre~~ ~Pcause it was full of clouds, we went rlown the 
slnne across the snowfi~l~ and carnn~rl in sort c~ a s~elf bv a small 
la~e. . 

The three tents were nut un in thP rlowrnour and we crawlPd in and 
were not too uncomfortable. Fre?., the El~hou~d, sleot in the tert 
w i t h m P " n d r. 1 a v • T h e f o 1 1 ow i n a rl a v , \•! h i c n '" a s S " n rl a v , t h e " 'H ~ , t h e 
two fpllos who were aoino to hunt sheen r~mainerl in the t~nt while 
Die~, Clav anrl I oacked un anrl wPnt rlo~r thp north for~ of Shin Cree~. 

T~is is reallv a beautiful vallev. Wo saw ducks in the la~P which 
solits Sect1ons .. 3~ anrl ~~ and there is a snPctacul~r waterfall which 
runs rlown t~e hill. This is nne of the most b~autiful vall~vs t~at I 
havP ~ver hoen i~. 

Ye continued down north fer~ of Shin Cree~. aoinn into the main · 
vallev of north fork of ShiP Creek coMinn inio this at probably about 
2 in the aft~rnoon and then wal~Pd west or ~~chrraqe A7 oua~ranQ1e 
to Bird Cree~ Pass. Bird Cree~ Pass is easv to find ard there is nood 
trail which runs down alonq th~ side of thP. pass. Then wa cama ~own 
from the too of Pira·tr~e~·to the confluencP.·of thfl one small stream 
of Rird cr~~~ and not down around six o'cloc~ at ninht and wr wer~ 
~~termined tr wal~ as lono as it to~~ to a~t bac~ to th~ bottom of 
Bird Cr~ek where Alleora was ooina to nic~ us uo. 

Anoarently, th~ man· is incorrec~lv mar~~rl, b~causP wr could nev~r 
find the t~ail on th~ snuth sirl~ nf Rir1 CrPe~ whic~ is shown as 
mar~e~·on it and we wound un at about R~~" At nioht flounrlrrino around 
loo~inn for the trail. Sn w~ d~cid~1 that what wn'd do is to recross 
the riv~r and·simnlv stop for the niqrt as it was nettirn rlar~ and 
w G mad!? a cam n s i t e .t4..S t b .v b 0 r d i n a down i n iJ!P b r us h . 0 i c ~ nut ~, i s. __ 
tent UO! hnw~v~r, Clav and I simolv slPot out in our slPPn1rn bans 
and it wasn't too bad as w~ onlv ~ar som~ snrin~linq of rain. 

The n~xt dav w0 ant uo at F:3n i~ the mornino anrl camP out on th0 
13th, arrivino at ~h~ ~~ttom of Rird CrPP~ atout 11:3" in t~e mornino 
aft~r a S- or ~-~our walk to cov~r th~ ~ miles which w~r~ irrlicat~d 
on th~ man. 

This was a nreat trin with thP rnost SDPct~cular sc0"~rv that I'v~ 
seen in sonP time. ThP onlv thinn that I would bP c~utious ~~out, in 
thin~ino bac~ on it~ fs tna~ traversiro across thosr slic~ sloors in 
t~e rain is a nrrttv ~eno"rous thinn and vou shoulrl hn roo~d uo or 
nnssiblv usr cramoons to kPPP vou from slinrina ~owr th~ mountainsid~. 
Also, don't count on makinn muc~ timP across countrv whrrr vou'r~ 
tryinq to wor~ with a map. T~~ trail on th" low"r ~art of Bird Creek 
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is on thP north sid~ of the CrPe~ anrl th~r" is a disti~ctly MarkPd 
snowmachine crossino wh2ro thr:r~ is a nuMb~r of tan~ rihbons ti~d on 
the trres to get you across and fro~ thrre on it is or~tty nood ooinn. 

TRAIL INFORMATION, 1973 D 0 N A A G 0 S T I 
HPr0 ar9 a f0w uodatod items on tr~il conrlitions Prcount~red rlurina 

th0 hikinQ season 1~73. 

Coon~r Lak~-Upper Russian Trail (No. 8 in ~~ WAYS TO THE WILDERNESS 
I~ SO!ITHCEr!TRJIL /\.LASKA) 

Trail iMnrov~m~nts w~r~ comnln~~~ in 1°7? ar~ now that a hi~0r can 
cnncrntrat~ on scenery rathPr t~an his f~0t, hP will find manv onen 
vistas ~ith QrPat sc~nrrv aloro t~is R-Mil" rout0. T~~ trail nnw 
starts about onP MilP bnfore Coon~r La~a on thP Snuo H~rhor Roa~, not 
at the nower nlant as indicated on Manv Mans. As o~ Srntnmbnr, thP .. 
bsninninn of th~ trail was not mar~"~. hut I'v0 cAllorl it to th~ at
tention of tha Forrst ServicP anrl 0xnnct it will br un soon. UnnPr 
Russian area shows ~he scars of this su~Mer's ~irn, hut thern ~r? camo 
Sit~S AVailahlP if YOU rlon't usn the cabir. Th0 loa ~00~ inrlicatPS 
it was a nonular snot for MCA~rs this summnr. Saw zillons of sh~eo 
on the trail down from t!ooer Russian to Russian Riv~r Ca~naround. 
T~ov w~r~ concentrat~~ on 4113 or Suprise Mountain as MCAe~s have 
dubbed it. 
Russian ~1ountain 

I have looked at the triple threat composed of Russian, B~ar and 
Surprise from three angles--that msntion2d abovn, from Cooper Landinq 
and from Skilak Overlook. I wish I'd had this overview b2fore my sons 
and I attempted to climb Russian en route to Surprise this summer. We 
crossed Russian Riv2r at its source near Low2r Russian Lak2. I can 
think of two major words to drscribe the trail; nonexistent and don't! 
If you'r undaunted, here's the route: We veered far rinht on moose 
trails, all the while climbinp, then switched back to a nlateau at 
abPut 1""0 feet which seemed to be a jumoinn off olace for litterers, 
moose hunters and moose. I say jumping off because by this time we 
discovered that it was necessary to lose most of our altitude crossing 
a ravine infested with devil 's club and alder. However, by oeerinq 
through the jungle, we saw some moss-covered snots on the mountain 
above. Thouqh we left Russian River Camp9round at 8:~" AM, it was 
5:no PM before we crawl~d onto a bench above timberline. We camped 
here overnight, but because the only water supoly was in a steep gorge 
nearby, we cancelled our plans for Surprisf> and returned to ! ower 
Russian--this time straight down. It was qreat fun jumpina off moss
covered benches after we'd cleared the ravine. The descent was made 
in three hours. 

Because I have considerable respect for the Kenai River and have been 
unable to commandeer a suitable boat for crossing it; my attempts to 
climb this trio via the Surprise Creek Trail hav?. been frustrated for 
three years. I checked the water at Jim's Landing the last wee~ in 
October and though it was extreMely low» there were still deep, fast 
channels between me and the trail entrance. If there are others less 
chicken than I and blessed with a suitable crossing device, olr.ase con
tact. For information purposes, there are Class III and IV rapids just 
around the bend from Jim's Landing so a near miss doesn't count. 
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Stetson Creek Trail, Cooper Creek Trail (Noar Cooper Landing, Kenai 
Peninsula) 

I made a facetious remark about Stetson Cr0ek last year, indicatinp 
that this trail seemed to ao nowhere. After more extensive hikino in 
the Cooocr Landing area this summer, I l~arned that it veers to Cooper 
Lake. I presume it was once a favorite for hunters and even pros
pectors, but it's heavily overgrown now. We aoain saw many caribou 
tracks, but no bodies. · 

By turning left (or south) just befor2 the Cooper Creek bridge near 
the entrance of Cooper Creek Campground, you will discover an inter
esting short hike. Drive about a mile to the end of the road and park 
in the turnaround. Hike upstream on the samP. sidQ of th2 stream, oc
casionally climbing up to the bank if water is high. There are small 
trout in the stream. About a mil0 uostream is a roc~ orotto which is 
a fund place for kids and fishermen as w0ll as restinp-Moms. Lots of 
evidence of mining along this creek. 

Running parallel to this road and mayb~ a mil~ nearer downtown Coopel 
landing is an old j0ep trail which suoposedly ends at Cooo~r Laks. 
After hi~ir.q up throuqh brush from the Coooer Creek trail for some 
distance, my husband and son came uoon this road and couldn't believe 
their ~yes when a small volkswagen chuqged by en route to the summit. 

Skilak ArGa (Hikes 3, 4 and ~ in 55 HAYS TO THE WILDERNESS IN SOUTH
CENTRAL ALASKA) 

Our party first tried the Hidden Creek-Skilak Overlook round trip 
d2scribed on Paae 35 of 55 WAYS TO THE WILDERNESS IN SOUTHCENTRAL 
ALASKA. He ent~red Hidden Cr~ek Trail at about Mile 4.~ on Skilak 
Road. Upon arrivinq at Skilak Lake, we had no trouble locatin~ the 
sign for the Kenai Riv~r Trail, but if there is a sign indicatina 
a trail to Skilak Overlook, I was unable to find it. This is no prob
lem, because most people would pref~r the beach w~lk along Skilak 
lake. On one of these walks, I watched a pair of bald eagles. I csti· 
mate that you can walk about 3/4 mile before r~joinina the mark~d 
trail through the woods. If you suddenly find your beach walk inter
rupted by a rock wall, you've gona too far. Backtrack about 300 feet 
and find the well-marked forest trail. Or, if you're curious climb 
the ~~11 and explore the cove on the other side, but be sur~ to r:turn 
to find the trail markers. Orange diaMonds or arrows point the way 
and the trail climbs steeply to the intersection with Skilak Overlook 
Trail. A left turn here takes you to the Overlook ~nd a magnific2nt 
viaw from 1400 feet. Descending via the Overlook Trail leaves only a 
short 0.8 mile of road to get you back to your car. 

Another good circui~ hike is the Hidden Cr~ek-Kenai River Trail, 
exitina from this trail at Entrance No. 2 about 2.5 miles in on Skilak 
Road. ~This is a ~ood hike if you·r~ camped at Hidden Crc~k CaMpground 
because it eliminates need for parking cars at trail ends. If yo~re 
lazy, get a ride for the 2 milPs from Hidden Creek Campground to the 
trail entrance. Then you will have about a 2-mile walk when you exit 
from thr Kenai River Trail. 

Just before r~achinq Skilak Lake on the Hidd2n Creek Trail, you will 
see a brown ?.nd gold Kenai River Trail siqn off to your left. 180 
paces northwest on this trail, you will find a fork which in October, 
1973, was still unmark2d. Take the left fork to the Public Sh~lter 
Cabin. If any of you have read Ada Hhitc Sharple's "Two Against th::: 
North'' which describes their homesteading on Skilak Lake, I think this 
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is the river cabin to which sh2 frcou~ntly r~fers in her ~ook. She 
sp0nt many hours here waiting for the wild Skilak to calm down. By 
the way, the stream which flows by the front door of the cabin is not 
Hidden Creak as one would naturally assume, but a braid of the Kenai , 
into which Hidden flows a short distanc0 uo from the c~bin. My son 
and I leJrned this the hard way in mid-October after thr first snow
fall. Wo decided to do a variation the Kenai River TrJil by leaving 
it and following the river downstream to its mouth at Skilak Lake. 
Annie Oakley never had so many braids, and wh2n w0 h~d to barefoot it 
through snow ~nd icy water on that last braid, it W8S back to ragula
tion trails for us. 

Follow tho t:,il around the right sid2 of the cabin and a short 
distane behind it, you'll find a Kenai River Trail sign. A few yards 
ahead at the top of a rise you will s~e a fork. Go right if you in
tend to complete the Kenai River Trail. Th? left fork rejoins the 
Hidden Creek Trail and also makes a 90od short cut on the way down 
if you're not interested in seeing Skilak Lake. 

The Kgnai River Tra11 winds through boq and woods and across log 
bridges until the river itself is reached. Here it continues for 
srv~ral miles, thsn l2aves the riv0r and climbs steeply to a ridge. 
At the junction 2 1/2 miles further, take the left fork to Skilak Road 
a distance of about 1/2 mile. Go straioht ah~ad at the junction if 
you intend to return to Hidden Creek Camp9.round or if your car is 
parked at Hidden Creek Trail. This is an 8-ln mile round trip, de
pending on where your car is. 

For another scenic route in this Skilak area, ~nter the Krnai River 
Trail at its first entrance .8 miles from Sterling Highway on Skilak 
Road. A vehicle road descends to a turnaround just abov2 the river. 
The trail is not marked here, but arrows can be s0.en high up on the 
hill southwest of the parking lot. The trail follows a hiO.h ridge 
above the river and the Class III & IV rapids described in Way No. 7 
can be seen far below. In about 1/2 mile, th~ trail descends steeply 
to the river. This is a favorits spot for fishermen and ther0 is a 
neat camp area protected by towering trees. Tho trail continues 
around this wide cove and ascends again to the ridge. It meanders 
into the forest and eventually reaches the junction describ~d in the 
previous hike. Turn right and reach Skilak Road in l/2 mile. It's a 
mile or more between these two Skilak Road entrances to Kenai River 
Tra i 1 . 

John L. Fillio, Assistant Refuge1 r~anaqGr, Kenai NC~.tional Moose: Ran~q 
advised me in a recent letter that a new leaflet map for this area is 
". ·; . planned and hopefully will be completed by n~xt spring." 

Bear Mt. Trail {Not to be confused with the official Bear Mt. in this 
area) 

This is a neat short climb which provid~s a ~reat view of th" of
ficial Bear Mt. across the valley and also some ~reat roc~ climbin~ 
for beqinners. Park in the picnic area across from Roc~ Lake at about 
Mile s:s on Skilak Road. The trail is steep but well defined until 
reachinq a rock outcropping below 142n. The K~nai Bl Quad mAp shows 
a circuitous trail around 142n but w0 lost it and s0ttled for the more 
than adequate view of Skila~ from Peak 1~?0. 

S eve n L a k e s T r a i 1 (rl o . 3 ) 
The trail is exactly as described in 55 WAYS TO THE WILDERNESS IN 

SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA but believe it or not, w0. returned to the parking 
lot and found adult ice skaters on Engineer Lake October 28. Engineer 
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Lake was one of the few clos0.d lakes at th8 time. Someone has really 
spruced up the camparound at the west end of Hiddrn Lake. There is 
lots of wood cut, probably to stoke the smo~rhousc nearby. We also 
saw a cow moos2 at the Hidden Lake side trail junction. Official 
Moose Range signs say it is only 2 miles from Enqineer Lake to this 
junction, but it seemed more like 2 l/2 to us. 
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