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OCTOBER MEETING....Thursday, October 19, 19?2....!:!:!! PMii . Cantral Junior High
Multipurpose Rm....PROGRAM: Minislide prlnntlt.i.nn by Mitch Henuing....Business
Meeting....Refreshments..,..Maxislide ptmentat!‘.nn by Steve Jones on Mt. McKinley.
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Notice of Hmin.uting Committee Mecting & Candidate Selection

HCA Fresident Wendell Oderkirk .appointed Rindy FRenner as r..'h.uirnun of the
Kominating Committge. The Committee met on September 5; 1972, followinguthe
regular Board Meeting, "

The Committee is pleasad to submit the following persons whom we feel quali-
fied to guide snd conduct the Club and its business, in sccordance with the Con-

stitution, its Bylaws and Articles of Incorperation, in the following year: I
President: | Tom Maacham, ESQ.
Vice-Pragidant : Bill Barnmes, Jr.
Treasurers: 61l Todd
Secretury: Donna Agosti

Board of Directors: Wendell Oderkirk
Board of Il:l‘.ml:arl: Bnh Epurr

It Ih.ﬂi.l.].d hn nm:nd that l:hh l-llil:l 1: ﬂn.hr our tecormendation. Additiomal
nominations will ba solicited from the floor at the annual general membarship
mesting on October 19, 1972. Upon completion of @iscussion ot qualifications
and compilation of ‘the proposed slate of officers, the Hminating Eum.ttl:u was
dissolved and udjmnnd (not necessarily in that order).

It should be further noted that Marie Lundstrom and Frank Nosek will continue
as members of the Board of Directors, thelr term of office has one year remaindng.

Respectfully, Randy F.mn.ur

k

" BOARD m‘rm— ~IMPORTANT - PLEASE NOTE--Last yeatls officers and the newly elected
officers both are to attend!!! - Where? Tom Meacham's o 15100 S¢. - 7:30 PM,

PRESIDENT 'S REPORT ON 1971-72
The previous year's activities were pretty standard. We had some highly
successful climbing schools, thanks mostly to Bill Barnmes, Jr. Barry Kircher

did his usual impaccable work at lining wp programs for the year. SCREE's
quality remained high. SCREE's editor, Kathy Hn-.id a supaer job her first
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year. The Mailing Staff, heaaded by Carcl DeVoa (her fifth year.), deserves every-
ones thanks and nppre:tnl:iﬂn.

The jrnur': most notable "achievement" was the successful conclusion to several
past years' efforts--the publishing of 55 WAYS TO SOUTHCENTRAL ALASKA. Helen
Nienhueser, Nancy Simmerman and the late Hans van der Laan's book has finally
made it, and it vas definitely worth waiting for. While the Mountaineering Club
in Seattle will handle most distribution operations, there still renains a grest
amount of work we MChAers cap do locally. If you have idess, contact! Helen or
myself. .

ﬁi The nur_in;- I:umil:tn héaded by Bob Spurr was plagued with its same old pt'uh-
em of finding trip leaders. Bob set up some good trips in spite of this.

The Conservation Committee, headed by Tom Meachan, remained wvery active in
fulfilling its main duty--keeping the MCA posted on important issues relating to
Alaska's oountains. Tom's intense interest and knowledge of conservation issucs

llowed MCAers to keep abreast of curgent developpents’ ' In addition, the MCA
ered testimony at the Chugach State Pagk's hearisg, the Batcher Pass Study
and other heu.riusi uh.iu:h will -Hm:t on the fl.ltl.l'l.'l of Alaskan moun-
taineering.

To the outgoing Board clf Ilira::uu-—!‘.ui‘lw {inrhm Hﬂr&t-l.'r!.. Tm Meachan,
vice-président; and Pat Freemy and Gil Todd,; treasurer-—a thank you. John Sem-
uelsor and Randy Renner have served cbly om the Board for the past year. Board
mecbers Frank Noseck and Marie Lundstrom will continue to offer their advice and
guidance in the forthcoming year as they have in the past. Marsha Freeny, #
Shirley Dderkirk and Buth Kirchar have sérved refreshments this past year.

MCA 18 an informal gatherimg of those interested in ml_’..u.inant:l.m lnd hiking
in Alaska. It can function only se well as its menbers bacope "involwved." Wa
had some good cooperation last year. I hope you will do the same in the forth-

CORLHE. Juax. : - Wendell Oderkirk -

CONDENSED MINUTES - SEPTEMBER MEETING - 5n|'.lt. 21, 1972

The meeting was called to ordar by !‘rﬂl.dant Henﬂall Oderkirk. The August meet-

ing minutes wers approved as printed in SCHEE. Treasurer's report—$252.28 in
savings account and $297.57 in the che _account. Cooservation ttea
Chairman, Tom Meacham, said there was definite to vhat had
appaared in SCREE.  If interested in ul:l:nu![ng Comservation Coemittee neetings, T
- contact Tom., 55 WAYS TO THR WILDERMESS IN SOUTHCENTRAL"ALASKA 1s back from the'
Mountaineers in Seattle. Price ig 5§7.15 from MCA for MCA members and $7.95 for'
non-members. Bob Spurr reported that leaders are needed for the upcoming hikes.

014; fusiness, - Last month the Club woted te let the Doard decide the type of two-
man tent to purchase. A Slerra Designs has been ordered but' has not arrived yet.
"Steve Lester exhibited his sculptures of clibbers. It Whs announced that om Ockt.

3, a Bik Pass proposal will come before veters which will provide for up te 35

miles of bike pass trails which can ba used for cross—country skiing. Alsc,

there will be a transportation bond which will provide for a mass—transit trans-
portation system with each dollar the local governoent provides ml:r:hnd by

$2 Pederal monty. The meeting adjourned and the movie "Dy Wature's " on
hypothermia was shown. Respectfully lubnl.ttnd Kathy Selken, Anti.ng En:rel:urj
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PRESIDENT'"'s FEN

The recent summer "glacier" school had two bad accidents this year. The first
day saw Durhane Rieger fall some 20-25 feet into a nmarrow crevasse. She was
waedged in and the proceeding rescue involved lowering T.J. Bruce to aid in freeing
her and her pack. (A three-point self-equalizing anchor and single Resue pulley
were the techniques used.) We had her out in 15 minutes, and she exhibited
bruises for injuries.

The second day, after the main school had disbanded, a group of four stayed
for more practice. As in Durhane's case, tripping resulted in a fall, and Cary
Grinde ended up in the hospital with three broken ribs and some bad lacerations
in near the eye and kne¢ area. Gary is pretty tough and is more embarrassed than
anything about his fall. As in Durhane's case, we could say "All's well that
ends well"--but we should go further.

At its last Doard Meeting, the problem was discussed. Other incidents in
previous years led to the decision to avoid “hard ice" for our glacier schools.
Self-arrest is virtually impossible on such ice, and standard safety measures
become quite useless. We will try to hold future glacier schools at a time of the
year when softer snow cenditions will allow use of standard safety techniques on
a glacier.

Hard ice climbing is fun, but it's not for beginning students.

=Wendell Oderkirck-

SUMIER CLIMBING SCHOOL

Despite a great shortage of instructors our susmer climbing school was reason-
ably successful.

This year we departed from our norm of first conducting a rock school and
then a glacier school by combining these two schools iato one begimning climbing
school in a successful attempt at eliminating repetiiious teaching of basic
mountaineering skills. Dy the time the school reached the point of teaching
practical skills concerning pglacier travel all students were well versed in basic
skills and the instructors were able to devote their time to teaching the
essentials of glacier travel rather than teaching the lLasic skills which are
common to both rock climbing and glacier travel.

Due to the large size of the class (30 students) and the shortage of imstruc-
tors (sometimes only Barry Kircher and myself were available) I modified my
original school plan by eliminating a two-day school climb of Granite Peak and
by changing the planned Byron Peak climb into a Club climb, With the curriculum
pared down somewhat, the school was left with a week of after-work practice
sessions on the Seward Highway, climbs of Ptarmigan Peak and the Pinnacle and a
two-day glacier practical sessiocn on the Matapuska Clacler. The school succeeded
in accomplishing these more limited oljectives.

Additional change was seen in the method of administering the school. This
year the size of the school had an upper limit of twenty-five (thirty under
pressure), a required attendance policy and a barring of mid-curriculum addition
to the student body. The changes were designed to promote uniformity of skills
among students, to keep students in the school (absences barred a2 student from
further participation), and - as a by-product - to keep instructors with the
schocl., 1I'd do it again this way despite some student grumbling.

Many thanks are due Darry Kircher without whose help I could not have con-
ducted the school, PFurther thanks are due all thesec who took time from their
own climbs to lend me & hand. - Bill Barnes -
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STUDENTS WHO SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE CLIMBDING SCHOOL, including the glacier
school September 23rd and 24th: Steve Victors, Chris Victors, Ed Coleman, James
Lacey, Dick Greeley, Fritz Ricger, Durhane Rieger, Ken Manmning, Bill Craine,
Gary Grinde, Mike Richardson, Paul Landis, Peter Harding, John Watt, Michael
Heinz and Mark Rainery. INSTRUCTORS: Wendell Oderkirk, ¥ick Parker, John Sam-
uelson and T.J. Druce with assistance from Gil Todd and Paul Landis.

MT. HOYES John Michaud

For severzl months now, Jim Carter and 1 had eagerly awaited the day when
we'd bid farewell to civilization for a two-week trek thru some genuine Alaska
wilderness. But our destination remained undecided until twe davs before de-
parture, when we dropped by Eberhard's Sport Shop and rapped a bit with Wendell
Oderkirk, who happened to memtion that Mt. Noves, which reigns over the Mentasta
Range, just northeast of the Slame-Rdesna Road, had yet to be climbad., Upon
studying the topo maps of the Mentastas, we apreed that they seemed to have every-
thing we sought, namely lots of mountains, valleys, glaciers, and streams, and
not much of anything else.

50 on the morning of Aupust 2nd, we began ocur trek by hiking up Lost Creek,
which flows from the Mentastas and crosses the Slana-labesna Road nenr Mi. 31.

It was around six miles to the edpe of the Mentastas and though the walking was
fairly easy, and the day was grand, our packs ware flagrant violations of every-
thing Colin Fletcher et al have written about starting light and easy; so when
we reached the entrance to the mountains and set up camp, our sore feet and stiff
muscles informed us that we'd indeed done » healthy day's work. Thank the Lord
for Dr. Schell and his moleskins...

The going was quite & bit steeper the next day, as we trekked three more
miles up the valley, following Lost Creek into the mountaine, and taking the
center stroam where it finally divided into three tributaries. Soon we were
forced to climb our left tank, and upon reaching its tep, we found ourselves on
a narrow ridge, which we followed up to a lush alpine meadow at the foot of a
7,040 ft. mountain. There we set up our first hase camp, and there we remained
for three days, taking three of the local 7-pranders (7,040, 7,080, and 7,420 on
the U.5.G.5. topo map = C-5, Nabesna, T think), and getting in shape for our
attempt on yon 8,000 fr. ridgeline, upon which rests Mt, Noyes and four or five
other formidable-looking B-grand sisters.

Then we moved a mile and a half further up the valley, and set up another
base camp at 6,000 fr. and it rained for four days, so except for a couple of
reconnoiters up a branch ridgeline, we remained in the tent. On the fifth day,
we decided that we'd figured ocut the weather pattern in these parts, and agreed
that it would undoubtably clear off late in the evening, allewing us to make a
dash for the ridpeline, and Foyes. So early in the aftorncon, we dashed to
around 8,000 ft.; and there the weather gods spiled us, and frowned upon the in-
truaion into their domain--go they prepared themselves a fine blizzard, with lots
of wind, snow and a near whiteout, and hurled it dowm upon us, and we not-too-
teluctantly hustled back intc the valley, where it wes meraely chilly, rainy,
grey and nasty.

Our fortunes finally changed on the next day, August 10, The clouds broke
around noon, and a joyously sunny sky appeared, and once again we traipsed off
in search of a route to Noyes. This time we sclected & snow-patch which extended
from the back of the second valley south of Mt. Neyes to the 8,000 fr, ridpeline.
And thouph our snow-patch had appeared formidably steep from down the valley,
it proved to be no great difficulty, and we kicked steps up 1,100 or 1,200 ft.
in less than an hour. Then we were on the ridpeline, sbout a mile away from
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tributary. Southeast 3 1/2 miles away up a left fork is Temptation Peak, while
high out-of-view at the end of the right fork four miles mmy is “Fmerald Lake,'"
3500", a 20-acre sheet beneath the steep north well of Tanaina (SCREE, Sept 1966).
Between the two branches is a chocolate-drop-shaped wedge, 3845°,

On September 3, 1972, Owyn and Rod Wilson aad non-members *'arian amnd Dick Witt
dropped from the 2400' pass 300' into the valley and proceeded on tundra up to the
lake, vhere between rain and hail showers Cwyn took a chilly dip. Ve then
labored from near the lake west up to a col at 4200' on the ridge between Tikishla
and Knoya. MNext we went a mile up the ridge, over Enoya and threc miles in
Chester Creek drainage back to camp. Two bands of sheep were seen on the trip.

NT route tAKen. ... cviessue
e X 3790"
'I. ‘.‘
£ 3300'
/“-\/-\ A pass A 3990"'
Chester / oy o 3‘:‘
- X
- y -
2960" °. X475
« Kanchee '
4 x
_"310, Tmptat;;aou
*, Knoya
Honorary member Lowell Thomas, Jr,, went A,
part way to "Emerald Lake" with us and up over 4600" .

the col. Tay Thomas and Cynthia '"{lson
went as far as the 2400' pass.

All areas described are in military
reservation but eventually should be
a part of adjacent Chugach State Park.
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iary on Williwaw Peak (5445') and Williwaw Lakes
July 3, 1972 Daye DeVoe

As shown in 55 WAYS TO THE WILDERNESS as far as the walley below Black
Lake. We then stayed on the right side of the valley up past the first
Williwaw Lake, then right, into the bowl rimmed by 0'Halley and Hidden
Peaks, The Ramp and Williwaw.

Those participat on the outing were: Gil ‘Inddf Randy Renner and guest,
Ann-Marie, Bob Col s Ed Co s Al 5isson, George Peckham, Mike Mobley; Mike
H:’:hl.tdiun*. Sue Neil, Carol DeVoe, Dave DeVoe*and dog T.D.* Those * reached the
summit .

Williwaw was the substitute for the Matapuska Peak climb which we thought would
be "too long." As it turned out, yours truly had forgotten that his winter asceat
of Williwaw had required the better part of two days.

This July trip, following the same Toute as the February one, led the group
through less snow and the breezes were balmy, but the creek crossing was a wet-and-
wild type, leaving more thean one customer with jeans damp up to...gasp....thare.

Randy and Anne-Marie caught up with us at the top of "The Glacier" and as we
descended the fully toward Middle Fork, George's basso boomed dowm to us from the
cliff top a solo of "I Love Life." George spent the day exploring the ridge
above Deep Lake and adding color to his tan.

Those neck deep willows near the head of the valley weren't there in the winter,
either., But neither were the beautiful full flowing strosms and green meadows in
the bowl above the lakes. Carol and Sue like it so well they got no farther.

Al and Anne-Marie decided the hiking was over and the climb was starting by the
time we'd reached the snow gully at the base of the peak itself, and Randy said
he'd rather make it in the winter (too much McKinley in his veins yet).

Something traditional about being the leader prompted me to try making our
effores in the slush look something like a climb by distributing people on ropes,
with an fce axe at the head of each rope for appearances. (Elbows and knees used
promptly proved to be good enough stoppers in the deep, soft snow.)

All the while, "T," the mountain-clinbing dog, (Williwaw was his fourth sky-
line summit) tried to keep im touch with Bob, Ed and the two Mikes in the lead,
and Gil and I who obviously were more spprociative of such things as the view and
tha blua sky, judging by our more leisurely paca.

Actually, the final alope to the summit was easier in the winter kicking nice
firm buckets in the snow, than it was in July with the large, loose rocks to
stumble over. But Williwaw's winter summit doesn't have July's grassy hummocks
to flop down on for a nap before the descent, either.

Winter...summer...it's pretty hard to kooeck either ome in the mountains.

WHAT SCREE SAID WAY-BACK-THEN DEPT.

Ten years !,Hn - October, 1962 - SCREE contained an article entitled “History - As
Bhe Is Writ" by Alte Icke which contained an interesting account of the [irst

five years of MCA's existence. The first paragragh road, "A gleam in the eye of
8 bumbling wountalneer appeared during the summer of 1958, With proper cocpera-
tion the Mountaineering Club of Alaska was conceived and well om ite way by fall.
The constitution and bylaws were formed. The first election established Paul B.
Crews as President. In October the first issue of SCREE tripped onto the scene.
Our artists and artistically minded were at work on an insignia. 1959 closed

with 73 members proud of their efforts and locking forward to better accomplish-
ments.” Five s ago - October, 1967 - Bob Spurr reported climbing Yisbo 5950'
and muﬂﬁ":ﬂim Hoeman reported climbing the southern gullies and faces

of Castle Mountain, 5530' and Ratchethead 4750°.




