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JANUARY MEETING ••••• l'!ond~;t• January 12 at 8:00 P.M •••• , , Ben Crawford ~lemorial 
Pa1·k, 3rd and Eagle. There will be a full program with something for everybody ••• the 
presentation to NCA of the p::oposed Chugach State Park and Recreation areas and the bound, 
aries of the ?a1:k aJ:"ea.s • • • the bill that will. be presented to the State Legislature 
slides shoWing the area to be set aside and the uses of the area • , • discussion on a 
proposed group committee etc. for fUture park planning, use and care of a parks area • • • 
the Conservation Connnittee an'i Board have been pushing hard ;in the Pe.rks and Recreation 
oreE>. and nmr we need club supporl in the form of approval and a resolution to send to the 
State Legislature ••• other items on the agenda are •• , accepting paid advertising iii. 
SCREE . , • ups;rading SC:aEE pri.ntir..g, paper, etc, • • , proposed book "50 1iiKES", final 
discussio:.. a.nd decj_sions on this :publication • • • proposed cabins in the Talkeetnas 
(Reed T.e.kes and Monta.o::. Peak areas) • • • if all goes 1-rell and slides can get developed in 
,time, there >~ill be a su::-prise sbwing of an expedi-tion by club me!Jibers over the holidays. 

J~a]:!_t~!;l: 10 (S?-tu-r.day) ESKA MOlJl!.'!AI!! 5680' northeast of Pallner. Coordinator: Pet~r 
V1 as\Tc:'.d, [)4--4::..19 days; 272'"832b' eves, 

J!l!l:.un -:; 1.8 (Hunday) - Picnic on .BODErlBURG BU'.l'l'E with an informal gathering afterwards at 
Raiid,v R(mner's. The purpose of 'tilega:t:herilig is to get acquainted and re-acquainted and 
discuss anything (Budda, Zeus, 0" 1fhat.<)Ver ••• ) . Sorry, no fireplace. Nembers and 
euests 1rdcome, Call Randy at 279--1192 eves or 277-6686, ext. 242 days. A call letting 
b.im kn<J•• it' you are coming and n.uniber of guests will greatly facilitate the logistics. 

-~~_T.:L,24 l).lld 25 (Sat\l,rday and Sunday} ~·s ~OUNTA.Il'f 4895' ("30 Hikes" No. 17). Excell
en·t- vie;t - som€: climbing experience rcqu.ired. Leader: Barry Kircher, 753~2117 days, 
753-7135 eves, 

!~}:>ruarl.J: (Sundoy) -~!S_!gNE_~frl\ behind Anchorage. Leader: Dick Snyder, 27928o8 eves, 
?77-5415 days. 

~-uary 7 ac~-~ (Saturday and Sunday) £~?PER RUSSIA!< LAKE ("30 Hikes" No, 29). A good hike, 
sno••slloe or cross-country ski trip for everybody to lJB-rticipa.te in, If time is short, a 
stop can al1<ays be made at Lm1er Russ;lan, Coordinators: Dave and Carol DeVoe, 333-5492. 

RT'IURE PLANS 

A club cponsored expedition to MT, COOliE AND MARC:US BAKER is.. planned for late February or 
earl.y Much. Leader: Chuck Pease, 752-0'209. ------

Am:.uJ:.l BYRON FE-AK climb will be scheduled in March. 
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Annual trip to SNOWBlliD MINE v:Lll be scheduled in February, 

Future WI N'TER MOtrelTAINEEEING SCHOOLS on Winter climbing, surviva.J., and mountain sa:fety 'Will 
be scheduled in February, March, and April. 

A future program: arrangements are being made for HOLUBAR of Boulder, Colorado, to bring 
sample equipment, etc., for a presentation on the latest gear • • • hopefully in March. 

If you have a favorite peak or bike you would like to lead or climb, now is the time to 
make it known for the 1970 climbing and hiking schedule, Call Chuck Pease, 752- 0209, the 
chairman of the committee, 

CROW PEAK 5953' (Anchorage A-6) October 25, 1969 Chuck Pease 

For the second straight weekend the weather was Just great, Saturday mom:iJ:Ig Barry 
Kircher, Steve Hackett, Woden Von Norden and I got an early start for Crew Pass. Odin 
sacked out on the back seat most of the way. By ten o'clock we had dumped our gea.r at the 
old cabin and headed for Cr ow Glacier. Upon reaching Crystal Lake we were pleasantly 
surprised to see an "A" frame Forest Service cabin, This two fioor building was comp
leted October 4, 1969. It has a stove fed by a fuel line from three 55-ga.l.lon drums out
side, a burn carrel and a.n outhouse, O:f course, we had to move our gear here before 
proceeding with the climb, 

At the :foot of Crow Glacier, we looked back to see other people arriving at the cabin 
and Steve decided he'd better return to babysit since Odin is only ten months old. Barry 
and I stayed to the right of Crow Glacier a.nd then went up the easy East Face of Crow 
Peak. There was about one foot o:f' snow present and we were on crampons most of the way, 
Beautiful clear skies in a.ll d:lrect:lons made the view :fantastic, The only climb in the 
summit register were the first ascent by four MCA members on October 23, 1966, and Vin and 
Grace ' s West Ri dge climb in 1967. We started down the North Ri~e, but finally went onto 
the East Face again. This was a wonderful climb and took only ~ hours round trip from 
the cabin, 

Bob and Helga Bybre write of their kayak tour to the Northwest Territories 

Travelling in a kayak is the easy wa:r to "backpack" and see many miles o:f beautiful 
country, ~le traveled down the Ft. Nelson River in nice sunshine - UlUCb brush on the sides 
of the river; in fact, the country would be impenetrable on foot. Much sign of wildlife, 
but we didn't see any until we got to the Nahanni. The Liard is impressive - very lovely 
scenery, a wide, wide riverbed with lovely gravel bars, beautifUl views o:f distant mount
ains and several interesting trapping cabins along the way. From Ft. Liard we were air
lifted to Rabbit Kettle Lake in the McKenzie Mountains, just of:f the Logan Mountain Range-
a most impressive range of spires that resenbles very IIIUCh the Cathedral Peaks north of 
Rainy Pass. Found two write-ups in the Alpine Journal, 1961 and 1966, where Bill Bucbing
hsm had been there, The Logan Mountains are very worthwhile for those climbers who are 
proficient in steep rock, Also, the flying charges are reasonable, not as high as in 
Alaska, We employed an out:fit from ',.,1atson Lake (B. C. Yukon Air Service) and we :flew in 
an Otter :floatplane that pt~cked all five of us and all the boats and gear in a single trip, 
The charge comes to $llO an hour, which isn't bad when you have so many people sharing it. 
If lle were high angle rock climbers we'd go back to get some of the peaks -- just :fantastic 
and very, very pretty, 

Unfortunately we were beseiged by very bad weather (in August) as an unusua.lly early 
fall brought heavy rain, ~now, and freezing temperatures. We had planned to climb some of 
the l~wer peaks, but continuous rain kept us confined to the river valley, But the scenery 
is superb and v:Lldlife abounds and it was a great 3i week trip. In heavy rain we visited 
Virginia Falls, 380 ft. high and believed to be the largest in North America. 
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li'JRli.iG'lRDI MOUIID.IN 5965 I November 9, 1969 
A First Ascent (Anchorage A-7) 

Grace Hoeman 

"lfuat' a a hurdygu,rdy?" I asked when I first heard the name 1 and it was explained to 
me, In case you didn't know, it's called a "draai-orgel" 1n Dutch. The crank-shaped summit 
ridge gave Iiurdygurdy its name, 

The time of spectacular sunsets is with us again, but, alas, also the time of short 
daylight hours . One can select big targets and have a ~ood chance to fail or one can look 
at lesser objectives and be pleased and satisfied with an occasional success. Hurdygurdy 
qualified as a lesser objective, It had been tried in April 1967 by nill Babcock and his 
Mcl~inley· tra:l.ning group, but bad weather turned the men back. 

I called Bill to make a date for Eurdygurdy, but unforeseen circumstances prevented 
him. from accompanying us, Ned Lewis, April Allen and I set out on a snowy November Sat~ 
morning, our gear and skis piled high in Redback. We drove way up on the South Fork of 
Eagle River Road until Redback refused to go farther. There was not enough snow so we left o 
our skis in the car 1 followed the high valley trail to Eagle Lake. It looked solidly t'ro:z:en, 
but I let Ned try it out first, my ice axe hooked onto his trouser waistband. Be didn't go 
unde~, so we crossed the lake. 

At the bead of the lalte, we 'encountered numbers of game and enjoyed watching them 
with binoculars. A miniature cottonwood grove provided an ideal campsite. The night was 
cold and we warmed ourselves with a hot meal in front of a willow wood t'ire, expertly 
kindled by Ned. -

All three squeezed into my Salewa quonset hut-type tent, a present of the 1969 
German Brooks Range expedition leader 1 and spent a sleepless night, This provoked us 
sufficiently to charge up Hurd.ygurdy's south face "diretissima" style S\lll!ley morning. 
St eep gul lies between rock buttresses brougbt us quickly to the summit. Eagle's majes tic ' 
contours made us feel small but the good view of its ridges from )ludygurdy helped us plan 
for future great deeds on it. We took an interesting long snow gully back to camp and 
arri.ved at faithful Redback before nightfall, 

In wintertime, Hurdygurdy should be an enjoyable ski trip, but don't go "direttissms." 
i.f you want to avoid avalanches, For then, I'd suggest climbing up the unnamed valley west 
of the summit to the col and follow the ridge east-southeast to the summit, 

IXTACCih1JATL, Mexico 17,342• June 17-19, 1969 Bill Babcock 
(Sleeping Lady or White Woman) 

"Ixta, II aS it iS Called even by MeXicanS whO a.lSO have trouble prOnOunCing the name, 
is much more difficult than Popo. In a terrible storm a few years ago the mountain claimed 
eleven lives of men who chose to ascend to search for a small hut in a wild storm rather 
than descend to the security of the forest only a .few hours below them. 

Ixta consists of several sUllll!li ts, and I suspect that our 01m "Sleeping Lady" across 
the inlet would resenble Ixta favorably if it were 10,000' higher. Ixta is not climbed 
very f~quently as the true summit is the last of a series of high altitude bumps forming 
the hips, brest, and head of the "sleeping lady." 

~ne parks his car at the toes, so to speak. Many people make the mistake o.f ascend
ing a good trail up towards a signif 1cant sub-summit leading to the main body of the sleep
il18 lady. This is a serious error as time is lost and the route difficult to correct this 
mistake. Departing the parking lot in darkness about 4:00 AM, one descends another good 
trail into a valley with fresh water, trees, alpine cattle and a sense that to climb a 
m9untain one should be going up instead of down. Soon one chaQges his thinki ng and starts 
ascending tr..e opposite side ·of the •valley tovards a prominant buttress resembling a castle 
wall. Cairns mark the 1;ay and footing is solid, Water cannot be found· above the valley 
and it is wise to take plenty with you. An alternate route is discovered above the butt
ress traversing the body and ascending to the neck of the sleeping lady. This route exposes 
one to continually falling rock and ice and should be attempted very early in the morning, 
The mo.in route continues upward to••ards the hips, passing two huts at 13,800' and arriving 
at another hUt at 15,700' at the base of the first series of endless sub-summits. A short 
rock climb brings you to the sub-suromit or hips. Only then do you realize bow far you have 
to go to reach the true summit. Numerous &1aciers must be crossed and Rainier-like 
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crevasses abound with sickly sulfUr fumes coming forth. Great care must be taken crossing 
these crevasses and I was very unhappy to be ,,,here I was alone. Several hours later I dipped 
into the neck and began the final ascent to the bead of the sleeping lady. The glaciers are 
like a Violent sea suddenly frozen solid in a fraction of a second, so that the "waves" of 
glaeier ice must be climbed over. Some of the waves were more than 6• high and have to be 
cut through with an axe. Finally one reaches the apparent true summit, only to find that 
another glac2er must be crossed to reach the highpoint of the mountain. Another hour passes 
before one stands on the edge of overhanging ice with a vertical drop measuring in the thou
sands of feet. The return is agony as one is descending and ascending several times before 
returning to the hut at 15,700' and an easy slope to the parking lot. 

l'CA Profile: President RANDY RENNER 

Born and raised in Des Moines, Iowa • • • Schooling includes •• • Iowa State-architecture • •• Drake 
University-business and mar~eting ••. C.R. E.I.-electronic engineering •• • now a senior engineer 
(communications and electronics) at Federal Electric Corporation here in Anchorage ••• has one 
son, 2t years old ••• ce.me to Alaska in July of 1966 looking for something better than Iowa • •• 
has climbed in the Talkeetna, Chugach, Kenai, and Kaiyuh Mountains ••• hobbies include 
writing . • • climbing • • • hiking ••• cross-country skiing • • • flying ••• and young ladies (not neces
saa·ily in that order). 

BITS AND PIECES 

A Correspondence Committee is genuinely needed. See Randy Renner at the January meeting, 
The club is receiving quite a few requests for information from various individuals and 
organizations in the Lower 48, as well as foreign countries. The Board members are current
ly tied down with activities in ARG, conservation societies and the Parks and Recreation 
programs and really could use some additi onal help. 

FOR SALE: 
1. Skis Head Standard - Marker bindings, good condition - $80.00 
2. Ski Boots - (used three times) Rieker buckle boots, size 8 medium,- $30.00 
Karen Courtri@t, 277-3843 after 4: 30 pm. 

Volume 8 of The American Alpine Journal containing issues from 1951 to 1953 is missing from 
the Hoeman Library. If you have borrowed this volume, would you please return it to the 
mmer ratner soon. 

John and Betty Ireton aa·e the happy parents of a baby boy, Douglas, born December 2~, 

It's a small world indeed when MCA 1ers meet accidentally in the remoteness of ~epal ••• 
Gayle and Helen Nienhueser were wending their way on a trail between Lukla and Namche 
Barear when they heard Lotte Kramer's familiar "Yoo Hoo!" Lotte spent a day in Anchorage 
recently on ner return trip to California. An account of the Nienhueser•s adventures in 
Nepal will appear in a future issue of SCREE. 

SCREE is published monthly by the Mountaineering Club of Alaska, rrhieh is affiliated lfitb 
the Anchorage Department of Parks and Recreation. Editor: Liska Snyder. Typist: Marty 
Corcoran. Staff: Carol DeVoe, Joanne Merrick, April Allen, Chuck Pease. Please send 
material for tne February SCREE to Liska Snyder, 28o6 Alder Drive, Anchorage, Alaska 99504, 
by ,Tanu.ary 23. 
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INLF'.X VOL. 12 SCREE 1969 

NAME ISSUE NO. PAGE 
'A'd'Niis, Mt. 9 -3 
Arkose PI!. . 6 3 
Bard Pk. 9 3 
Bench Fk. 8 4 
Benct".carlt ~Colo" (Kenai) 3 1 
Bird Pk. 10 4 
Birdseye Ridge 6 4 
Bold Pk. 10 4 
Bounty Pk. 11 4 
Byron 01. Csves ll 4 
Byron Pit . h 2 
Cestle Kt. 12 1 
Didil..kB.DY.l 9 4 
Eklubla Lake Valley 9 l-2 
Explorer Pk. 6 IJ 
Platt"r •It, 7 2 
H••ttor t" Indian ex·. 7 3 
nule Pk. 3 3 
}'ror.til'!l' l'k. 6 6 
ln.de P"'rulcmc" Mine 7 3 
Ind1 un V11 llry 7 6 
HOl'n Mta1, 4 It 
Knnoh~:~o 6 6 
Klmba.) .L, Mt; . 4 4 
tm•l< M~. 7 3 
Loot UU\C & T'ca.k 8 2 
MILKp1e Pk. 7 5 
Mll.!·athon Mt. 8 2 
Mint G1. 10 6 
O'Mallay Pk. 2 2 
Palmer ' a Thumb 6 4 
Paradtoc l'k. 10 l. 
Pastoral. Pk. 2 2 
Pioneer Pk. 10 3 
Po:poca te:pet.l 12 3 
l't>lnnignn Mt. 11 6 
Raggcdtop Kt. 7 5 
Rainier, Mt. 11 5 
Scott Pt. 3 3 

poctr\ut. Gl. 6 2 
Spurr, Mt. 8 2 
St.relsbla Mt. 6 '-
Tnnadll 11 2 
Tnnaloo Pk. 8 4 

11 5 
Temptation l'k. 12 2 
ThuMerbird Pk. 7 4 
Tiklehln Pk. 8 4 
T1· L li.<• n·~ 10 5 
•rroutl.,mint ll 2 
'l'wfn, ~:11ot Pk, 7 l 
V lAta I'll. 2 2 
w ( (.'kPl'lllll'Lnt, Mt. 8 5 

lWTE : Thin pA.ge CM b'' d., lH(•hod nnd placed with your 1969 copies of SC!U".E. 


