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DECEMBER MEETING.., Nonday Deceuber § at 8:00 P.Mi. ... Ben Crowford liemorial Park,
ard ~nd Bngle,., The program will be @ siide show and discussion of Chugach Fark
planning...Information on the ifinter Mountaineering School will be discussed and
nade available,

CLIIBING .0 HINING SCUEDULY

Docerber B-7 (Saturday and Sunfay)- GOAT NUUNTALT 5380%, In area of Crow Pass,

Tentative olens cre for Dec, 0. Leader: Steve Teckett, 344-C215, eves;
277-1401, days,

Deocenber 13-14 (Satwrdey end Sunday)-I'DEPZHDRICE FIAL, Clinbing, skiing (TH.8 3-C)
camping = Whotever is yrur thing. Coordinstor: Faren Courtright, 277-3043, eves .

_December 17 (Vednesday) - THEORETIC\L SESSIONfor winter mountoineering end
survivel technigues, Sigh_ up at Decenber menting,

Deceuber 20-21 (Saturday ond Sundsy) = ANCTUAL FLATTO. SLIE’-IH combined with
introduetory Wint r ilountsineering School, This will be the 4th mnnual winter
sleep=in on Flottop . 1CA malkes two annucl trips to Flattop < on the longest

and shortest days of the year, Leader: Uick Parker, 279-6G11 days, Q77-2030 eves,
before 9:00 P.i.

:Immﬂ?:ilﬂ (Saturday) - ESEA HOUNTAIE S660' near Sutton, Leader: Peter Viasvell,
754-4119 days; 272-8328, eves,

Mo hikes or climbs aore scheduled for the hollday weekends,
* L =
CASTLE MOUWTAIH 5530' (South Face) Sept, 20, 1969 .Bill Bebcock & Karen Courtright
About a mile prst Eings lit, Lodge r left torn tokes you to the Chickeloon
fid, This road follows the Chirkaloon R, for about snothrermile, then wwings left.

A short distance cfter +the left turn, ancther turn te the right tekes you up *1
an sbandoned coal mine, This con be driven by any car in summer., West of the
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mine a deep gully rurmning from the south face of Castle can be seen, We started

climbing slightly to the left of this gully as the base of it is & vertical water-
fall, We went wup A steep scree slope and through = steep chute to the right of the
soree slope, This got us sbove the wetorfell, The rest of the climb is favoring
traverses to the right. Always choose to seck a way around obstacles rather than
¢limb ing over them, The rock on Castle is sediment =nd offers very little security;
it will not hold a piton and crunbles underfoot. ile found that time and again our
traversing to the right brought us to the massive southeast buttress which is not
olinbable, . .YWe then backe 4 off =nd trield to find a vmy upwards with minimum exposure,
There is not any ronte onthe face that does not hdave considerable exposure and should
not be attempted with beginners., Howvever, throughout +the whole elimb there was only
one pit ch thet needed a secure belay, which of course we didn't have. Fortunately
for us we had reached the sumait and were descending before 1t began to snow and rein
mpking the descent guite hagardous in spots,

TEIFTATIOE FEAEK 535!]: 50 Dctober 15, 1962 I Grace Hoeman
(Anchorage A-7 guadrangle)

Ak, this was going to be 2 second ascent, 1 thought, PMuddles in the Oilwell Road
prevented our car from zdvancing to the birch narked by three blazes .(some years ago,
thot is) leading to Chester Creek and we (April Allcn, Chuck Pease and 1) parked and
charged up a gully and & ridge north of Chester Creek instead, Soon @ black bear mama
and ‘two cubs ron fast es they smelled us, leboring trio, and & sarll flock of willaow
ptarmigan followed suit in the atr, Over the ridge =nd down into Ship Creck's west
fork, we went, across the creek and np Temptation's west ridge, allowing ourselves
few stops to fuel these hard efforts, Kiekstepping up Temptation, an unmapped lake
becane visible at the foot of Tem:totion's gendarmes and enchanted us ond cameras
olicked, (n the to) ve stood shortly ofter midfay, enpiying an oversized register
bottle that told us that Spurr, Hausor, Seiler, and Sullivan were here first in 1966,
but that Pettijohn reslly was here first in 1956 and shot a ram right here and was back
in 1367, but no ram then,

A gendarme traverse being too treacherous this tine of year, and daylight hours
tao short, we slid back inte the valley, up the rifge, down into Chester Valley (a
mistake) end sround to our car, Aftor miles of merching tank trails, lefteright, up-
dovn, right-left, we found the cor just Lofore ve collapsed, Ah, vhat exercise, we
should be in goed shape for Nainiar! |

(I checked Vin's records, & bit late perhavs, 2nd adding Potti john x 2, they showed
that April, Chuck and I were S5th, Voeman ves tempted in 1953, but dofeated by muskeg

ard mosquitos end nomed the peak Temptetion - an official name now- in 1963,)

“PTARMIGAN MOUGITLIH" *  October 25, 1969 Ned Lewis

After being left off at 7:15, T begen wnlling from below the ccbins near Flattop
to She base of the north ridge, 1 arrived there ot 8:45 and took @ brief rest, :
noting the crceptional warmth ar blue sky. In @ slight wind I strolled up the ridge,
gyckng e fev small faces, uhich offer some nice wper Sth and eid climbing, After
passing over a fou choscen pitches (5,4) and e bit of show, I lay on the swmit in
waraihg sun at 11:90. A het omy of jello and 2 pop-tart found we moving upwards
towards Flattop, I troversed 1l high points and cazme to my let-off point at 3:30,
strolling shirtless. A boautiful view of lcEinley, Iamter and Forzkor was presented
from the summit,
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FPOPOCATEFETL 17,8B7¢ June 13-16, 19B9 Bill B=beock

From Hexico City one can reach the National Park and drive to the base of Fopoeca-
tepetl in a few hours, A modern sutopista speeds you to the tnrnoff to imecamcca ell
on paved roads, From Amccameco o good dirt-road trovels 28 ks to a perking lot and ©
large stono edificc somevhat suvitable for base camp. One or more men assist climbers
by protecting thelr gear, providing uweter, and giving adviec, These men do not generally
climb the mountain, From Jenuary until late June climbing is at its best in Mexico as
it is the dry scason, Arrvivin with my family we set up a tent ond s ent several days
just walking oround and acclimetizing, I feel that unless one lives in Hexico City or
at 7,500 £t more or less 1t is best %o fecl scclimatizcd before one attemds the voleano,
The meuntain is l::li.mhed freguently on weckends but scldom during the weck. 0On the 161k,
fecling suite acclimatized at the 10,000ft level, I started up alone at 5:00 All. The
route is called "Humber 3" and consists of a good trail to the basc of the volceno and
a somewhat well-marked scramble up te the first hut st sbout 13,5000 ft, Keeping on
the rock above the glacier at the base of & steep cliff tothe right ealled Cas%illo,
one ascon ds to 15,500 where a second-hut has bheen constructed, Just in case anyone
gets overconfident about the rel tive walk-up naturc of the mountaln, mumerous crosses :
bear witness to deaths for one reason or another. From the high hut a direct route to
the glacier can be attained easily, The problem is tlat this shnulﬂar is only a fow
hundred fect across and the ap roach to the glacicr considerably less. In a storm or
badweather there is no other casy return to the high hut, as in many places the glacicr
overhangs and wmakes doscent inpossible, With crampons and ice axe one climbs straight
towards the summit, The water forming rivulets was mot drinkable due to the sulphur
taste, Occasionally sulrhor F arc so strong ‘that one can hardly keep from vomiting,
it 4s best to sit and wait until the 111 wind stops bleving rather than persist under 3
these conditions, Kocping a slow but steady race, I re ached the summit qu ite exhausted
and cursing myself for not bringing fgood water with me, The crater is cstimatod to be
more than 1,500 £t dee:; average and considerably more in other places, Whitish-green
fumes continually poured forth: neithor snow nor ice remsined for long down thero,
Completely exhausted, I returned to the tent at 8:00 P.I. .

* i =

Hore on "Ptarmigan Mountain' 2

In reforonco to Rod Wilson's srticle oni “Ptarmigan Nountoin" in the Weovenhor SCRER,
Bob Spurr offors the following comments: For the record. Bill Havsor and Scott Fostor
made & prior winter ascent of the north couleir Feb. (7) 1985, however, only to the
cast summit (4880'), In fact, Bill's olimb inspired me +to organize ours the noxt wintes,
Our routes coincided until high on the face where Bill 4nd Scott had followed a line
which tock thom east of tho east summit, while we followed a direct lime to the saddls
botween summits (being intent on both), They did not leave a register - obyvious’y I
left the plasts reglster during the intervening suwmor and forgot to enter their names,
Hlo doubt this point had becn climbed previcusly. One Sorry note: on thet july 10 clinb
a high wind tore scveral cntrics from Bill Hapue's hend when he opened t he register
on the west sunmit and thoy werc lost, so the recerd is slightly incomplete, Ses
SCREE, February 1967, p. S.

MEA Profile: Vice Presidont STEVE HACKETT

Born in Montorey, Califs,.raiscd in-W-tional Park Service - Rocky Mtn,, Everglades,
Totons, Yellowstong,.calls Estes Park, Cole, home,,,holds degrees in geophysical cngi-
neoring amd mastor's in engincering (geology) from Colo, School of Mines,.,now & geo-
logical enginecr with Union 0il €d,..worked in Alaska the past 3 sunmors and decided
to move here this summcr...has hiked and climbed as lenz as he can romember,..Devil's
Tower, as a teonagor...ha2s rocked climbed in Hocky Mtn. &rca...hobbies include ckiing..
vater skiing...scuba...archery=-hunting,,.soccer. . raising 5t. Bernards,






