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~poning& on the wa,y 

L,ua:ry roeetl.ng ••• Bon Cravlford Memorial Park, 3rd and ~le, January 6, 1966, 6 p .m. 
attractions: Chuck 0 ' Leary of the Forest service, a snow Ranger at Alyeaka, 

give a color Glide p:rogrrun on snow ahd avalanche oondi tiona in tbe Chugach. 
bas beon select~d to attend the Forest Service Aval anche School for several 
and be also conducts an ava.l ancbe trai.ning course f or tho Denali Ski patrol. 

Climbing Committee ~ill announce an unusual and provocati~e club actiVity. (?t) 

***** 
I!O\IBJ[RD MillE, January 13- 14. (see now hiking and climbing oohedul o, thio isauo) 

PEAK, January 26. (see hiking and climbing s chedule) 

1';3•llACiAI11 PEAK, February lD-11. 

fl'•····--) 
(see hiking and climbing schodulo) 

•••** 
happenings that were 

fi):c.,utive Committee Ueeting was hel d this month. 

***** 
• A "M'J!UPT I November 19, 1967 Bob Spurr 

i<«Qoa by the scree editorial staff to assi&t future parties, we report that a high 
-.••red UCA party of ten, bent on the summit, penetratod no further tban tho peri

of the lower BYron icefall. Membere were Bill Babcock, Dick Barquist, Lotto 
Jim Lethcoe, Bon Linder, Oayl e Nienhueser, Norm Stndem, Peter Vlasveld, Bans 
Lae.n, and myself. Lack of anow a.nd some shift ing ioe bas expoeed numerous 

precl uding a on~o,y aocznt of the oentral N-IlE ridgo at tbia time . ('!'No 
successful ol i ,mbs via this route \7ere in a~id-April and late June. See 

Vol. 9, No. 2 and Vol. 9, No. 7) l!>ltbusiaom for tbia route romsino high, 
l>'ev,>r. watch Scl"ee for a re-scheduled Byron cliab sometime in lato wintc-r o 

***** 
'ATTilliJP'l'' December 3 , 1967 John Uerrick 

a cold winter's morning saw Dave Fo\tler, Bill Stivers and the Uerricks 
far the res~ of tbe group who bad car starting problems. By 8;30, with the 
of llans Van Der Laan and Sharon Cissna, the group was "ell on the wa.y to 
O'Malley area to try a ne'O't homesteader's road approach t o the baee of 

"''""''"'• · The road wa.a marg.ina.l wi tbout 4- wheel drive so we skied and snowahoed 
to the jumpoff point at the bottom of ITol verine's long medial ridge. 

l"'l!r eoaa was slowed by equipment difficul~iea, minus te-mperature-a, and a minor mia-
Sha.ron sat dOTill in a fresh '-let overfl0111 of Campbel l Creek. Somo hours 

, "he-n ahe wao tb.reaten&d by the imminont probability of frostbite of the 
she and John llerrick returned to to\?n. The remeinder of the qo1.."P pushed 

realized that because of ebort dayl ight and incleMent weather, it would 
poea1o•• or practical to att&mpt the summit. Instead the objective waa 

.. ,.,, •• to the nearest up place-a point at t he west end of Wolverine's southwest 
J'l>ding ridge (VABJ.I Ruaty ~562 ' ). This summit waa achieved by 2 p.m. under the 
r<tRlttl:ul condi tiona of -8 and a 25 mph Wind, so the atq wao briof o 

***** 
Hansen bas reaign&d as MCA treasurer because ot tho out-of-town d~~ands ot hie 

The executive oomrrl t1tee will appoint a replaoo.ment aoon.;. 
*** 
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Alaska Rescue r.rouo Notes Bill Davis 

"~e are now tho proud owners of a q:asollne r'Otor driven tlincb . "e won 
it as a door nrize at the se,..i- annu.al PM!etinn of the ••ountain Rescue 
•ssociation. Here is the story in somewhat MOr e detail. 

!'bout a ll'Onth ftCJO Bob IJyhre rel".inded "'" that the fall .,eetinq o f :•Rll 
>~Ould be held in Portland, Ore. just after Thanka<Tivinq. I marked it 
on the calendar and T'lan.ned to no i f all t-Jent Hell. 7'11 dido 't go 
t•1ell--our kids qot sick and there Nere a nul'l'lber of other coMnlications 
--so for a \1hile I a ave uo the idea of noi nn. 'rhen thinqs beqan to 
look a bit better and then, at the l ast 1'1inute (turninq do><n t HO invi
tations t o qo climbinq instead) , ~ancy and I decided we needed a vac4-
tion in .,ortland . c:o ,.,a \ient.. ··'e qot there after the meetinas had 
bequn but I qot to most of them anyhow. 

Since it was auch a l ast minute affair , I indicated t hat I was a 
member of ARr. but that I couldn't serve aa the official reoresentative 
because no one in J\nch.oraqe knew ~ "'as attendinC'f. I maintained I "' 
could not act in any official canacity even thouqh representing the 
9rou9. Even so, everyone was olad enouoh to see me that they treated 
me as the ARr. renresentative . Luckily sol 

At the ban~uet Priday evenin9 orizes were to be awarded to a~l the 
QrOU95 attending. Now T \fasn 't at the bancuet because of our late 
arrival, oroblema of takinn the kids to the dinner, and (excuse me for 
sayinq so) the cost . But Helqa and Bob nyhre were there. So when it 
came time to draw na~es out of the hat for orites, the MC read off 
the names of the 11~11 Members there . I'.~G \<a& omitted. But when the 
!·,C said, ••Have I foraotten any qrouDs?" Hclaa ohorused out , "t-lhat 
about ~laska?" Now evervbodv knows she is ~rom ~eattle, so she said, 
"Bill Davis is here from liP<' ! • So they out ,.Rr. ' a name i n the hat 
and sure e nough--when it came to the drawing for the mot orized winch, 
who won? ;..nnJ 

Helqa came roarinn down to the rooM and dra""ed ~e Off to the banquet 
and I acceoted on beh~le of the Grouo, so we are now the oroud owners 
of the machine . Bob and Heloa are tendinn it for the ~ment . Unless 
you have some other ideas, the nlan is as follow~: Bob will be comiQg 
up to 1\nchoraoe sometime in .January and will brinn it along with him 
at that time. This should save the cost of shinnino i t un . Also, 
Bob bas had much eXPerience with winches and can check you out on it 
--as well as ahowinq BOOte necessarv I!K>ditications. The .,resent anchor 
chain has a wholly inadeouate lock- on it, for inatanee. However, if 
you want it sooner, we'll send it to you at once. 

There are a few Minor strinqs attached. One is that we haven 't oaid 
our riRA duos lately. It mioht be a good idea to send them $10 to show 
'em we really love 'eM. I sort of ~r~ised we ~iqht do that. Al so, 
they would like a co<>v of. the l'.rticl es of Inc. and By- Laws . Sorry to 
mention those dirty words. Other t h an that, wo a~e in good g races as 
f.ar as I kno'" . 

I'll try to send a lonqer repert on the meetino soon . ( 27 Nov 67) 

••• 
JOHN BOUSMAN WRITES ••• 

My wite and I bad the siz~ble pleasure of entertaining Deve Johnston 
in the Shallangunks this fall and would like to eJttend a blanket invi
tation for other people in the MCA to visit ua in Cambridge •bould 
they happen to be in ehe a.rea . We have adequate room to put people 
u~-they should ~ry to contact us prior to arrival as we may be tem
porarily out on SOD!& job . lie enjoy hearing the latest tales of' 
derr1ng-dol (1$ Dee 67) 

Scree is publiahed monthly by the Mountaineering Club of Alaska, which 
is af'filiated with tho Anchorage Dept. of Parka and Recreation. Scree 
stLff : Marie Lundstrom, Callie Van der Laan , Sharon Cissna, Joanne--
Merrick, Carol DeVoe . 
Articles on trips and other material to be published in Scree should 
be •ent to Sox 4-964, AMhor age 99SOJ--or oall 277·.0846.--
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5JIOWSHOE CLIKB BY MOO!fuiGHT December 1? Vin Hoeman 

~~ do Alaskans climb mountains in Dececber with so few hours of day
ligbt? Mostly they don't--December ascents are rare, and those wbo 
1ust climb would do well to pick easy objectives close to civilization 
iD this darkest month of the year . Sometimes, however, naturally 
lighted travelin~ time can be extended by planning routes to take 
8dvantage of moonlight . 

Grace and I did this recently by selecting Government Peak , 4781 ' , in 
~he Talkeetna& close by the Fishhook Road on the west side of Littl e 
susitna canyon at its mouth. The only previous ascent we knew about 
~as t hat of the u.s . Ar~ Cor ps of Engi neer surveyors wbo establ ished 
t bench mark on top in 1941 , tbougb t here bave doubtless ly been ot ber s 
bY pr ospectors , bunters, and summer bikers . 

It is easy to overestimate ability in the winter, and we got our char 
acteristic late start mid- morning on Sunday, the l?tb. The road was 
strictly one-lane through deep snow and we were lucky not to mee t any 
car s as we drove to Little Su Lodge , turned around and ceme back down 
acr oss Pishhook Creek bridge to aoout 1400' elevation wbere ~e shoveled 

carport to perk in . Then we started out on skis carrying snowshoes 
to our daypacks, but soon abandoned the slats ln the brusb and 
webs over the deep powder to tbe NE Ridge ot Government Peak. 

w~n~~ dayli~ht we went straight up to minimize avalanche danger 
its creat . 'lie wore tbe pair of sno.wsboes with "grausers" 

e through crossbar) all the way to the summit , taking 
ng behind the wearer aft er ditching the other pair. The 

wonderfully clear and calm. At duek we were etched at 
end of our long track as the whole elope turned deep pink 

oe111tJ.Ow . 'lie rushed to t he top at 2 :40 in time to see ha lf tbe 
po~sea red on the horizon by t he dark sil houettes of Ili amna and 

IRE•dc•ut•t while a silver dollar moon rolled onto a purple velvet sky 
Montana Peak . OUr Sanka-jar register deposited beside tbe 

cap that protrudes nighes t on Government Peak, •Ae retraced our 
in sparkling moonlight eo clear we could count tbe pt armi gan 
l uahed from the willows at brushline . The trip took us about 

, and tbough the temperature was about zero Fahrenheit t be 
time, we have •Aarm mEOOri es of tbe clean line o! our t racks and 

exceptional beauty of winter scenery . . . . 
&DVEhTURE THE WORLD AROUND John B. Valker 

MCA members mi~t be interested to keep track of Bill Hauser . 
tbe assistant climbing leader this leet summer tor tbe Iowa 

J!o•m1;a].ne,er·s Eaat l<trican Expedition. In late July he and !(yle Atkins 
5 others took the ; - day bike tbrougb tbe fantasti c 

endless mud--cf the Ruwen zori (Mte . of the Moon) in Uganda 
baaecamp shelter at about 1},000 ft . He led me on a beauti f ul 

and ice climb to tbe top o! l~t . Stanley (Alexandra Peak, 16, 703 ' ) . 
unfortunately got very si ck and had to leave basecamp, but 

overed in a couple of weeks . 

er visiting some o! t he great na t ional parks, and getting c l ose 
practic&lly to touch the lions, elephants , rhinoceri, c rocodiles , 

. we drove soutb to Tanzania and climbed Kilimanjaro , 19 , ,40 ' . Kyie 
I used the help of ~he friendly porters--ar~er all , it is a ?0-
r ound trip in five days, and an ascent of almoet 15 ,000 ' --but Bill 

and down the bill in about t hree days, carrying all his own 
f!o<>V Jcs :coJ>s • 'l'ben be bed a couple of days of much more adventurous 

on nearby Mawenzi . 

lly Bill and I and four otbers drove a couple of days nortb to 
, and then Mt. Kenya . Again a 3- day bike to ~at eo tbe higb 

~"'••~ oer, and untortunately we bad tice for only three more days up 
which is not enough to do tbe great twin peske o! Bat1an and 

~;~~~:~ unless you are tully prepared for the attempt . 17,022 Ct. 
f 4000 ft of real exciting class 5 rock, with at least one bivouac 

cold and thin air . That Fir min ' s Tower route (tbe "normal" 
) on the north !ace is something pretty impressive . ~le did make 
nice climbs on seconda r y summits up to 16,4000 ! t , witb class 5 
as a good contrast to t he s now and ice we had been on in t he 

····~,·~ ori , and t be infamous scree of Kilimanjaro . Mt . Kenya i s much 
er !rom the other side , in January and February. ( ) cont. 
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~CA-ers ADVENTURE THE 1>'0RLD AROUND , cont . 

Bill left then for Gisborne High School in New Zealand where he is 
teaching matb--I bad a letter !rom him, and he is having f un in the 
~1ps but already t hinking of •then be «ill be coming back t o Alaska. 
~ was not going to «rite to Scree about his climbs thi s summer because 
oe t hought only Alaskan climbs were t<orth reporting, but I am very 
grateful for his leadership and so I send you t his brief account. 

(Dec . 12 , ' 67) 

00 NOT BLIND OPPOSITION ..• " Callie Van der Laan 

M1 organizationa l meeting for the formation of an Alaskan .chapter 
of the Sierra Club was beld December 18 at Jerry and Marc Ganopole's 

,lb<>u'"'. Approximat ely 40 people were present, including members of 
MCA, Alaska Conservation Society, and Sierra Club, and others interested 
in conservation including individuals from Fish and Wildlife , National 
park Service and the Bureau of Land l•lanagement . 

Wi t h Jerry Ganopole as actinp; chairman of the meeting, the aims and 
purposes of the Sierra Club wer e discussed--"not bl ind opposition to 
progress, but opposition to blind progress." Tbe need to provide a 
local face for the national organization was stressed in order for 
t~e efforts of t he nation-wide Sierra Club t o meet with any success 

all in Alaska. A Sierra Club c hapter i n Alaska would need to 
educate and to direct action on t he part of t he Club ' s Board of 
Directors . 

of the group was apparent, and a pet i tion was started- 
i n forming a chapter. For further i nfo rmation, call 
at 277-4251. ... 

bits and pieces 

t ilonvrary lifetime ·1u•nber of l1CA is C·~ORGE HALL, superintendent 
. McKinley National Park and Al aska district supervisor for the 

ional Park Service: 
••• 

AND l~EIILY P~tiD UP NEN13 ;HS : Russ & Rusty Dow (Box 667, Palmer, 
99645), Donald A. 11esserschmidt (Box 16B, Juneau Ak GC!80l), Dolores 
c . McCrinnon (Ins>itute of Arctic Biology , U of Alaska, College) , 

(<n <; W. 2';th , #3 Anc 'l'l50:S, hm ph: 272-464-'l , t<k ph: 
& Hel~a Byhre, Bih &. Nancy Davis, I rma Duncan (Star 

Rd , Fairbanks 99?01, Dr. David Duncan, Ed Fi s her &. 
, Ray Genet, Bill &. Sally Ha. ·-ue, Dr . & Mrs Richard s . Kl oe tm, 
G. Perkins , John Bousman, La•trence s. Bro•m1, John B. ~Talker, 

& Lavon Ells, John Evens, Gary Hansen ... 
~\ountaineering Club of Alaska is now affiliated •titb the Anchor age 
Dept. of Parks and Recreation . 

••• 
as presented at t.he December MCA meetin~ by Chuck Evans of 

Club and discussed by the membership: 1.vba.t s hould, and can 
ne about the use of tne same areas by climbers, skiers, and 
e using snow vehicles? Is any kind of zonin~ limitation feasible , 

cial l y in an area such as Jobnson Pass? ... 
!0~~5oCHANGES: Diane Gudgel , Box 4-2118 , Anc; Dave Fowler,2225 

, #3 , Anc; Ho>~ard A Schuck, <~61 2 Osuna Court N.E. , 
~v~qu~•·qu~, N. Mex. 87109; Cnarles Lesley, 275 E. 7tb So., Salt Lake 

; April Allen, :SOl Sackett, "A", Corvallis, Oregon 99:s32; 
Mackenzie , Hohn Apts, #210, 84:S '" · 11th, Anc 99501. 

••• 
next mont h is a lively account of tbe "Sleep- in on Flattop" 
's Eve which was accomplished by Steffen Maagoe and Peter 

( wha t ?) may possibly be t he "ghost of Flattop." (Await 
in the next t hrilling issue of§££~!) 

•• • 


