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~•Y• 1967 
pi)UN'TAINEERING CLUB 0 
p,O. Box 2037 
IJ>Chorage, Alaska 99501 

which moimtain? 

EVENTS TO CONE 

~y HEBTlNG: Willow Park Community Cent~r, 9th and Fairbanks, May lS. 8 p.m. 
Da\'e Johnston (now officially released from Alaska Native Service Hospital, \rthere 
h$ recovered from his frostbite experience) and Clarence Serfoss will present the 
progt'AII, with slides and couentary, about rock climbing . At coffee brea-k ti11e, 
prior to the program, t he two will give a Five-~1inute Session on climbin~ hardware • 

••• 

gfCUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING: Tuesday, June 6, 8 p.m. 3104 W. 30th • 

••• 

UlUfNA CABIN - PICHLER'S PERCH,· May 20- 21, Saturday and Sunday, LEAOER: Gayle 
liienheuser (no phone--see h im at next b<ICA meeting). Probably will require four
~eel-drive vehicles to get to base of glacier . Severe winter conditions may be 
uperienccd. Stay overnight in spacious (12 comfortable, 16 jammed) MCA cabin. 

~l SCHOOL, June 1# Thursday evening . See Rock School Schedule 

roiC!OE I ~ II, June 3, Saturday. LEAOER: Leo Hannan, 277-4748 (home), CO-LEADER: 
~yle Nienheuser . Long one-day cli•b. Five-mile hike in, up couloir on SUicide I, 
traver so over Windy Gap to SUicide II, rope for short distance, descend down couloir 
on Suicide II . Time approximately 15 hours. 

~K SCHOOL , June 8t Thursday evening. See Rock School Schedule 

~DEHBURG BUTTE, June 11, SUnday. LEADER: Marie Lundstrom, (272-0846 (ho•o), Shcrt 
~laxing less-than-half-day stroll. Magnificent views of Matanuska Valley, Pioneer 
teak, knik. River sys"tem. 

• •• 

~ICA ROCK CLH~B!NG SCHOOL 

lion Linder (phone 212-5968 (lw), 272-4401 (wk)], chairman of ~ICA Rock Cl imbing Schocl, 
has estttblished the following schedule of instruction sessions. 

hme 1, Thursday, 7-lQ p.m., Basement of S~udcnt Union Buildin~, AMU . 
1\.LL - Lecture, discussion, practice, and fi111 for beginners and up. P·ractice 
- session details will be covered. 

ltu!e 8, Thursday, 6-dark. "First Something" area ("The Rocks"), Seward Hi~hway. 
BEGINNERS -- Practice--beginning rock Cli~bing (balance climbing) , rope handling, 

signals, p~rty •anagement, bel3ying, anchoring , and r appelling . 

June: 15, Thursday. 6-dark. "First SomethinP." area, Seward Highway . 
BEGINNERS ANO AOVANCED BEGINNERS - - As above, inc ludin~ clilllb of "First Somethin~" 

by advanced beginners. 

~ 22, Thursday, 6-dark. "First So-ething" area, Seward Hig.hway. 
lNTERI-!EDIATES ANO AOVANCED - - Practice- -tho use of reck hardware for prote<:ting 

the leader arid direct aid. 

29, Thursday, 6-dark. "First So•ethin~., area , Sewe.rd Highway. 
ALL -· Climb--"First Something" 1. Be,e-inner' s route, 2. Advanced 
--- beginner's route, 3 . Intermediate route. 

'"lrt.-: t i ce -.c sfh)J'I'" :tnd tlinb-- wi ll be sc.,edu),ec!. 
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HHAT ' S SEEN GO!~ ON MAY 1967 

April 15, 1967 Willtaa E. Hauser 

n 1S a beautiful, &latinted peak above Portage Lako and the Pla~er River 
~ey . ~e left Anchorage at 5:00 AM: M!nbers of the party were Bob Spurr, Nick 
f~er. Chuck McLaughlin, ond !. At Portage Lod'e it was clea r and cool . After 
P '"ing the cars at 6 : 30, wo skied to Byron GlacieT and foUowod the "'lnd.slab · 
ltyered 'llOraine on the ttght. Ne roped up in pairs with prussiks and slings and 
~ft our skis just bolow the first icefall to the loF.t. The rope teams were 
~ (.3ughl i n a nd r on ono, and Spurr and Parker on the other. \forking slowly through 
d-~P powdc'r and rota tin" leads , we negotiated the first icefall into a large flat 
~~· Hare we c limbed to t he base of the north ridge . Tho sun was hot but the 
~gher we climbed tho more ferocious the north winds beca.me. The ridge became quite 
teeP in some plncos , and t led two short pitches on steep, hard snow around rock \ab5 · After a_ai.nina tile col , wo experienced more winds and soctions of deep snow . 
~iving on tho sl8'lmi.t tto all welcomed the rest and fantastic viow with our backs 
ill tlte wind . 

l);e 4SOO·foot vertical c.ll.ab was COIIIpleted at 2:10 P\1, Wit-hout warning, a dynaaite• 
1n.e explosion shattontd ou:r tranquil perch. The wind, sun, and snow blurred our 
~s until it. "a.s obv1ous that only two of u.s reaained on t.he s~it and two 
.ere being h1.11'\ed towa:rd Skookua Glacier which is at tho ba.so of Byron's 4000-foot 
..,, face. ~ty rope to Mclaughlin proaised to pull M into tho void. I grabbed it 
dth •Y ba~ hands and mnnaged to heel i.nto the snow . An ice axe was rope-wrapped 
rou:r times, jal!!llod into the hard snow. and held with the feet. He\"0 1 had 12 inches 
of rope left and hold l lcLaughlln oo belay. Spurr lucki l y srabbed"" ice axe until 
he skillful ly t r ansformed his stance into a s itting hip be lay . Two packs were gone. 
1YO ice •J:es WOl'O sone. T1.,o of our fri ends were danJtling below t ha corn.ice overhang. 
,Ul we could do was hold our friends and hone fo-r the bes t. This is too much respons · 

, tbilitY for any llllLJl, and the nnxiety was overwhel!dng . •'n hou-r and a half passed 
tr- I had 120 feet o f rope out. Spurr had 100 feet out . l'io couldn ' t co~~mWlicate 
be(;suse of the wind. All of o sudden we could hear Parker . A surge Of hope began 
,o replace our- despair. An ice axe popped up over tho bri.nlt ; next came Parker . 
1e he3rd i-tcLaughlin. Ho had no ice axe and was S'to-ppod about slx feet fro• t he top. 
titb Parker ho1dina Spun on belay., Sf'urr tied a bilgeri loop into the rope., crawled 
to the edge i.n order to distribute his W"eight and towered the lee axe . Soon we were 
dl united and somo.,hat stunned. not able to understand why we were so lucky. 
fi th Hick Parker doin& a.dai rabl}' without an a xe , we belayed down safely and arrived 
u the lodge about a:oo I'll, just as the sun set. 

tte were ten foot f:"I"'JJ the edge of t he comico. n.ose c;:ornices are quite 
the action of the spring sun and weight of the cornice itself c~es these 

~tions to be unprodict,ble~ The line of fracture divided our party into perfect 
ro1e:s. lt seems cosy to think of • po.sitioolng that would have sent two of us on 
cce r~e over the 4000· foot west face. 

p russiked up 80 fee t with two p-russiks. He 1o1ent up ten £eet und over five 
Net to r etrieve sn leo nxc which stuck like an arrow into the ha..rd cornice. fhe 
rope cut deoply in to t ho overhanging face . Parker jammed t ho ice axe under the rope 
~I'd ttoved up the prussik knots. Ho was abl e to get OVI)T tho lllJt three feet by 
'ttppi ng up into o third rung in his prussik sling. Wi thout tho ice axe. PaTker 
IIOU)d have been unnbl e to negotiate t he overhang . 

ltuughli n prussiked up 90 feet . lie was unable to get up t he ove-rhang and the "'·in rope. lie had throe slings and two rungs in his prussiks. McLaughlin took 
toad photos of ParKer and the 4000-foot vie,., . 

<IUobing code should be chonged to incl ude "rope up vith prussik slings on all 
and r i dges" . 

dTaaa displays tho genuine indifference of the natural for~es and the Pro.ethean 
of aan against the od<ls. 

• • • • i 

is published Monthly by the Mountaineering Club o f Alaska. Scree staff: 
Lundstl'om, t.farge e.taogoe. callie van der Laan. Carol OeVoo. Articles on trips 

11aterlnl to ~ppear in Scree should be sont to ~1al'io Lundstrom, Box 4-964, 
.,..,,.._,. 99503, or c nll 2 77 · 0846(1i0me) or 272-0554 (work) . 
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Hare h ec; -e _,o 

Hay 1967 

Nick Parker 

sitting in tbe Moose Pass Inn, we tbree travelers, Bob Spurr, Ron 
~der, and I, were finally able to put our first day's climbing in 
itS true perspective . The !act tbat we ,,e re in an inn may tell bow 
ta.r we got . It was Saturday, March 25, tbe .first clay of our Spring 
Climb . So far a& yet, all we had been doing was springing in and 
0ut of the car. We bad left Anchorage the first till)e about ~ a.m . , 
bUt on arr iving in Moose Pass , '<te discovered tbat it was -15"F , and 
Ron felt tbe need for warmer boots , so we want back to Ancborage, · 
stopping at Girdwood to see about making an airdrop on Trail Glacier, 
rio one was in tbe .Cl igbt shack , however, so we proceeded post baste 
to Anchorage, where we got K- boots for Ron and borrowed a pair of 
skis to go witb them . l.,.e t hen left Anchorage again, bound for 
Girdwood and, hopefully, Moose Pass . At Alyeska, we found J i m 
cassady , wbo !law Bob and me over Trail Glacier, where we dropped 
wo beer cases full of food at about two miles from tbe glacier's 
snowy anout . We flew back to Alyeska 1 jumped in our car, and 
rwabled on to Moose Pasa. Hoorah! A few beers and hours later , 
ve were firmly entrenched on Trail Lake . 

lt[tb Sunday came clouds and waroer temperatures. We left Trail Lake 
and followed tbe railway for approximately 9~ miles before we were 
given a ride for 4 .6 miles to the site of our airdrop. (By "ride, • 
! mean traveling in a railroad line car . ) The weather was rapidly 
deteriorating, but we were optimistic about putting i n a camp high 
on Trail Glacier Monday . 

As it happened, the weather was beautiful when Nonday dawned , •·•e 
packed our food, including the material in t he airdrops . Ogbhhl 
Heavy packs caused us to t ravel slo>~ly, but we reached t he snout of 
Trail Glacier in good order about 11 a .m. A quick snack later , we 
roped up, ready to move to our base camp. lie moved for several hours 
to put a camp at about 5 p .m- five miles up tbe glacier . The weather 
still was fair , end ekiee promised to stay clear for the next day ' s 
climbi ng . We pitched t he tent and cooked a scrumptious meal before 
retiring to our bedchambers . 

Tuesday brougat groans of anguish from the tired and shouts of glee 
from tbe weatber-cona.cious. Perfect weather awaited us: on the 
slopes of every peak a sunny spectacle greeted ue as we climbed !rom 
cur tent . We left early, traveling on skis for 212 miles co the base 
of our peak, 65~2 • . We made a one-mile traverse across the flank of 
our peak to reach tbe aoutb ridge. Tbre~ exposedi belayed pitches 
brougbt us (after some ridge- walking) to the summ t . We lingered 
ror quite some time on our summit, absorbing only a small portion of 
tbe beauty which lay around us . We saw tbe Spencer Glacier and con
templated various routes to our peak from it, as did a party in 
December. However, we were luckier than they . The summit euphoria 
stayed witb us as wa descended f r om the ridge , traversed back , and 
finally came af1iain to our skis . Down we trudged and walked into c amp 
Just after sundown. We "ere a ll happy because wo ned achieved our 
aim in a probably first ascent of the t hird hi~~;hest poal< in t he 
Kenais. There is rumor of a party of t wo !lying i nto the peak and 
climbing it in one day about 5 years ago , but tbey are unc lea r about 
Just wnicn peak it was tbey got , so for the time being, we will say 
ve are the first walk-in climbers to ascend tbe peak • 

Vednesday we epent a lazy day skiing down Trail Glacie r and tben 
touowing the rail ... ay to a cabin about 1.4 miles !rom our airdrop site 
or the previoue Saturday . Tbis cabin bad a stove , neater, and tele
~ne, all or wbicb we used . We spent a toa.aty night in the cabin, 
~ wben we got out ot bed Thursday, tbe weather was still fabulous. 
~is was tbe rourtb clay that we bad bad sucn clear warm weather . 
.~ Sltiid !or 4 . 4 miles before we got a ride for another 5. 6 miles on 
~• l ine car. Tae line car took us through a aeries of tunnels 
betore it bad to re turn to the co mmunity or Tunnel. ~le had to ski 
lo Jtiles to Portage, but tbe weather remained fine, and we all <~ere 
~t by 5:,0 . OUr rides came down from Ancborage, and we bad a happy 
~•union in tbe Portage Cafe . He coul d really appreciate our climb 

t hat we were to civilization, and f or a momont the ca ll of the 
pl aces was silenced . But we knew the eilenoe would only last 

a lit tle while, and we were glad. 
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UISCELLANIE 

1~ Alaskan Expedition of Hokkaido Alpine Associ3tion, Japan, is currently on Mt. 
~Kinley. They have planned to do the Ita lian route •• the centra l ridge on the 
~c-tlth fac:e . Leader of the expedition is Or Takao Sasaki. 01:her memb0rs of the party 
s ,.e: Kausaku Ke i ra., A.kio Kawagae, Yashitaka Akimoto, t.fasahiro Shukuin, Kouichi 
~raJcawa. Isukasa Yamanaka, and Hideki Uj iio . Most are from city of Sapporo. 

• • • 
Steffan and 1\.large l.faagoe are leaving ~1ay 14th for two weeks in Eu'I'ope, then two 
""eks in New Hampsh.i re. 

• • • 
~t11' members since last issue of Scree are : Dr. & "Irs . RichardS Kloehn, 456-C Oyea, 
rt Richardson, home phone 862-2!'42,"Work phone 862-9!00; Helen Ranson, 2440.· li 67th, ,.,e phone 344-5685, work phone 272·1401 , ext. 14; Charles A McLaughlin, 456-H 
orea, Ft Richardson, home phone 863 -72 Sl , work phone 862 - 8104. 

• • • 
~other party on Mt McKinley at present {al so being backed up by Alaska Rescue Group 
., i s the Hokkaido expedition noted above). is being led by Dr Richard Hechtel of 
~dWOOd City , California. The original party was to consist of the following: 
(l.Jrt Bittlingrnai er, Anchorage & Denali Ski Patrol; Peter Hennig of the MCA; Bernard 
segger, Brit ish Columbia ; Fritz Hieber, Germany ; ~lanfred Hummel, Germany; and Lowell 
Soith, Palo Alto, California. Their plans were to ascend ftJcKinley by the West Buttress, 
Uhiltaa West Peak, and, if time, to do Foraker by the NE ridge. The party reportedly 
,ade McKinley"'s summit on the 3rd o r 4th o f May . . .. . 
*~tain si lhouette ( fuzzy thou~h it was) in April Scree was Mt McKinley. 

* • '": 
EXfC11f!VE C~ft4l'M'EE MEETING was he ld May 2nd. Bob Hansen is the chairman o f tho ~1CA 
Hountain Conservation Com11ittee. Conservati on .. minded people may ge together wi th 
bin to organite committe-e at 1\ext regular ~1CA 1neeting ~lay 15th . •. The book. Thirty 
Hikes in the I•Jestem Chugach, Talkeetnas and Kenai , will be out sometime in June or 
jUly. Callie van der Laan lofill be in charge of distri bution of the book i n Anchorage ... 
cabin progress and plans were extens i vely discussed and a report will be given at the 
next regular meeting about just what position MCA is in on the cabin situation . . . 

• • • 
Ruth Schmidt' s telephone number is l'~rong i n t h6 membership list , published last month . 
It should be Z12·Z887. • • • 

•!or-reotion to membershl.p list : Howa.I'd A. Schuok 1 a address bae been chan8ed to 
1009 Bradbury Driva , s.E. , Albuquerque, New Uexico , 87106. 

* * * 
liiNOII)ICEMEilT : Hans and Callie ''an dor La.&~'s SUPERAPAR'IUEIIT on tho road to 
1lattop wi l l be available for r enting as of the first of June . Viewa of t he I nlet, 
>he city, I l iamna, Radoubt, the "l'ordri l l o s , Alaska. Range . One bedroom, s~one 
~!replace , dishwasher, garase1 and a surprise bathroom. I deal £or moun ta.1neer~ • 
:..,,nord (Pat l.!ooro) ·;~ants one- year lease. Call Hans at 277- 7525 

* * * 
~BC!A.L :?ROGR/J.{ to be given by Boyd sverett on June 15 or 16, with a l i des of t he 
oortt'VIest ridge of st. Elias ( 1965) an~ a movie of t he ttest rl.dge of Logan (1966) . 
~aot date wil l be given a.t next regular meeting. 


