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SCREE 

HOUNTAINEERI!IO ClUB OF ALASJ(A 
VOL, 8, NO. 12 
October, '966 

oc'l'OBER 1.7 HESTINO, At 8:00 PH, l<i11ow Park Colllmlllity Center, 9th & Fairbanks: This 
is the ANNUAL MEETING and there will be an e 1ection of officers. Dues for l96t>-67 
.,t11 be co'lected at this time, if you have not already paid . Dues can be mailed to 
the Tre.surar, M.C.A . Box 2037, Anchorag<l; ooake checks payable to MCA. Non-members vi,, continue to receive Scree through Decetr.ber 1966 and at that time they will ba 
dropped from the mailing 1ist . Cuas i s t 7. 50 family membership, ~$. 00 s ing1e, 
~.50 jwlior, and t2.$0 out-of-town {over 50 oil.es from Anctoroge) . 

f he program wil be a sl ide show on climbing in the Anchorage and Seatt1e area and 
111, 1. be presantad by severa1 c1ub members 

*** '* 
!!!!E2. 

OCT 29 - )0: AliU Ek' utna Gl aci er trip . Ron Li.ndor will take HCA rneobero, but muat 
tta.ve G1acia.1 experience 

What a }o,ountaineering t:1ub without 
a 
n: 
y 

hikes 
0 

r 

climbs? 

PlaA: If mernber1;1 have extra oopiesof Scree that they woul d l i.ke to donate to t be 
C1iiE please give them t o Me len Wolfe or Marge tlaa£Qo. lie ore t rying to get 3 sets ot 

.... * * * Scree 
PIONJ&R PEAK ONE I T\•'01 OR THRE6 DAYS? Aug 12, 1 J & l L Hans Van <lor l.aan 

On Friday evening at 7: 00 PH Bud Bergrrjan, David Meyers , Chet Hackney, and Hans Van Oer 
L.aan start~d up tha creek on the n;:>rth side of Pionear Peak. A.f'ter several hours of 
hildng up bes.ide , across, and in tre stream an excellent camping spot w~s found 
on the "~st side o£ tha bow1 . Tm on1 y drawback to the spot was its 1ack of water, 
Md so it was decided to have breakfast the Mxt morning about a half ml.1e further 
up toward the col, at t he base of a snow patch . 1.~ war e j ust reaUy to have our 
breakfast when we were joined by Clrac.e Jansen and Bar""y Seiler . ''hey had decided 
}1-.at very early Saturday !1X)rning was a bet tart i.m.e to leave thart l!'rida,y night. 

hey saved the work of carrying camp up to 2600 feet. A scramble up l oose rocks 
and a s now patch brought us to tbl oo1, and an easy wa"k up just below tte ridgo 
brought us to the start of tre rocks leading to the " counter point". l()ose rooks 
~ra being dislodged sormwhere above . us . A sheep? A goat? No, it was Steffen 
M.aagoe on his way down f r c m the t op . He had com up the afternoon before, gone 
up a ereek on the N.E. s ide and camped c lose to the col. An e ar1 y start a,owed 
him to reach t he paak and be on his we.y down, while we were stP1 going up • 

A. rope was found he1 pf ul , a1though not an abso1 uto naoossity, .Ln reaching the 
•counter point ". A fixad ropo was set to aid i n descending int o, and 1 ater ascending 
troet, the not eh t:~epara.ting tha t rue sunrnit from the counter point. lunch vas en(ioyed 
on the summit with t he aid o! the sun and the warm windlaaa eir. P~rt of our 
descent was observ-ed by a nearby goat. A short way below t.OO col, whon Cbot was 
crboossing a small snow patch, ha lost control , and upon stoppi ng hi:melf on tho rook:.e: 

low, su.££ered a sprained ankle . tie had a long, s l ow, painful trip back to where 
"" · Btil l had caop sot up. Sinoe it was gett ing l ate, he decided to apenci the night 
ttere instead o! trying t o go d<>wn in th• dark' Dave and Barney stayed to give him 
101Wl assietance thfl noxt day, whi 1 e Bud, Graee, and Kana made it down to the road 

after dark. I t was not until Sundq at't6rnoon that Cbet, Dave, and D&r'l'lBy 
v.•-·• at t be bottom! as i t is not easy to co.., down a gu'1y with only oao 

operating proper y. 



•.-:, 1 

' . 

,. . .. '• 

.. ;: 

,. 

. ' 

. .. 

·• 
., 
~ .,---. 

.i· 
Tlfl SAlJlT EL145 RA!IG& V in Hooman 

. St. Elias Range was the first of Alaska's veat mountain systems tole approacmd 
fbl l!!tn from wh0111 tt;·c have written history. Its lo<estern peaks were sean by Vitus 
:;!ring's crew 15 Augw, t, 1741, on til> Old Style Calendar (26 August by our Georgian 
Ca.lendar) . TOOy narred Cape St . El.ias, tbe southwestern end ot Kay3k Island near 
,.n;.cn they landed on 20 hgw,t ( St. El tas Day), and til> name vas l ater appl iad also 
to the principal mountain they had seen and mist.aken for • vol carto, Mt . St. EPias. 
TllO ,.- was apparently first extended to tlle range as a whole by Wm. K. Dall in 
l87b when he ca11ed thesf! mountia.~<ts the 11St. Elias A'l.ps11 , but the ranga is cont-inuous 
vith the Fairweatter Range tot he southeast and the Chug.ach and Wrange 11 Ranges to 
thO west and northwest and has never been properly defined . '!'he heart of til> St. 
:Sli.as Range_, howevar, lies in tfe southwestern corner of Yukon Territory, Canada, 
• bor6 there are lL narnod peaks ( and at least two ""ra nomab1e) owr lL, 000' and more 
are• above '7,0001 tban all tba rest of Nort h America· put together • 

cl.iJn):>ar~ bec::ornB intorostod in Mt . St. E:~ias ve ry early when it was thought t.o be 
the high:tst point on the contirw:nt . Its ascent was atte~t.ed in 1886, 1888) 1690, 
and 1891 before til> Duke of Abruzzi 's party 111ade tba first ascent in 1897. 'l'hree 
other ascents and at l east five attenpts have becm made on it since . i'he rmnarch 
of tba range_, Mt logan, at. 19, 850• is leas t.h$n b001 3hor t of MeKinl&y's South 
Peal< which is the only thin~ higher for near'y 5,0CO miles. logan has been climbed 
t;.en timBs since 1925', but has never been traverse d directl.y . 

T!» on'y M. C.A. 01emberswith. St. Elias Ronge experience ""'re intimate than longing 
looks before last swnn".er were B;,11 Davis (1957 and 1959 in tho Ht Woo(j area) and 
sbiro llishamae (3rd ascent of Mt . St. €1ias in 196~) , but this year"" tripled tho 
score. .rirst Art. Oavid~on wa$ wi th Bockey on t he first ascent of Mt. Seattl e , 10_,0561 , 

and later on King l'eak and ~It logan vith Boyd Everett's party. Than Don Stockard, 
Dave Johnston, and I took part in the Icefield Ra.ngas Research Project ;.;ork out of 
I@> Kluane . This work was cente...,d at Divide Camp at 8, Leo• between ttl> heads of 
the Hubbard and Kaskawulsh Glaciers . On Ju1y lb Dave and Don with Alex Bittenbinder 
~d three fellows fro"' Cal. 'l'ech. a lmost made tre 2nd ascent ot Mt . Queen Mary, 
13,250~, but turned around on the OOrtiirn subsUli'UIIit in a • ..,hiteout. 

a, 5 August Alex, Miller M)"t!rs, Dove Shaw, end I WHO deliVl!Nd back t o Divide Camp 
by iliRP pilot Phil. Upton whose 1110tto is to delievor anything, .,ywtere, anyt1Jne, for 
oo reason whatsoever_, and with his helicoeourier aircraft, he goes a long way toward 
proving it . 1No finished up our work at Divide and vore joined there on the 7th by 
lleonis Draper . The next ofternoon the five of us left for the high peaks, hoping 
to make Jrd ascents of !Its Walsb (lit, 7110• ) and Steele (16,6LL•) . and a second ascent 
o!Kt. tucania (17,1L7•}, but til> St. Elias range is big and ttl> maps are small scale . 
'lie went down around a corner below 7, Soo• on the Hubbard Glacier and over a divide 
onto the \·Jalsh G1.aeicr . We'd heard that the Steele Glacier on the otte r s ide of 
t.he mountains was ra.Jil)aging, but hadn ' t known that the h'a1sh was al so pretty active. 
Finally we got t hrough its icefalls and over a high divide to the upoer Donjek 
G1aciar where we found tbJ airdrop Phil had delivered us at 10,000. ~fo mada a e amp 
t.ben a.i'Jd kil l e r steyed in it while the ottEr four o! us r.ade an assault c:.anp at 
about 12, 000 in the western gl acier basin of Mt. "falsh. fba next rorning, 1) August, 
w carried our packs on up to the crest oi the centra 1 western ridge of Wa l.sh and 
followed this ridge a1 1 the way t o tha summit. At ona place wl-ere i t was very 
aarr.,v a.s '-"011 as ~t.lep w had to perf orm: a 1ayback on ~ protrding crust of snow l 
•..~tat.ingly anough, wo found acraqxm buckle and a prunG-pit that must have been left. 
br the 2nd ascent party of Alford, Denton, and Zysset four years ago. fbe firs t 
ascent of Mt . Yals h was by Bakewol t , Bates, Jackman, and Wood on 17 August, 19L1, 
{see "Above tha Whirl wind" in the 1912 American Alpino Journal ) . !'ia left a rappel 
Picket a."''d a wand as relics of our cl imb and rejoined Miller at basecamp that 
evening, descending a1 1 the wa,y down the central western r idge this t ime. 

How storms pinned us down for two Cays . on tl"e 1 6th we started toward Steele 
and the intervening 11Fo\lr O,a.cier Dorr.e 11 (unc1 imbed) , but were turned back bv the 
WJ.ather about 11,500, $owe decided to give up and wal k on out the Donjck G1 a.ciar 
Dearl y a hundred miles t o tha A1Can. \VG b roke c~ that very afternoon. · During tbo 
stora~. srr;.al'l birds had visited us at t his: car.:p as lost migrants, !ear1ess1y l ighting 
0 ll our heads and hoppfng into our toots - No'rttern Waterthrusb, White-crowned Sparrow; 
ind a young Bank? Swal'ow. An imnatu.rc Jaeger was sean near cup • 

!0 sign of man down and alongsi de tre Donjek Glacier but sevora1 sku11$ of Dull Sbeep 
t.Uta t hat seem to have been kil l ed in a.valanches. On t l» 19th our problem was 
.~sing the Donjek River at tb• glacier snout. !.lex waded it first with cbunks 
1t &lacier ice swirling by in tha croteh-daep muddy w3ter1 the rest of us somehow Gade 

too. On the far •ide we found a trail that'd beon blazed by prospectors or trappe-s 
20 years ago and semi.-roa.ints.ir.ed since by steep and moose; we f o11 owed i t for 

north. Ti'ere are chiprr.unks in this val ley, perhaps their northwesterl'ml)st 
....... 101>. 
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on the 2ls t wo cut across the range 
t te Nicke 1 Creek t4ining Road on its 
to J(i1a 1111 AlCan. There are lots 

c»!PROBBER - PO!.AR BEAR 

l· 
of hills separating usft"om tte .AlCan and hit 
crest, £ol.lowing the last few miles of t his out 
of fin& climbs yet to be done in t~.e St. E'ias . 
* * .. * 

Vin Hoemn 

clarence Serfoss and I had just seen our buddies off !or the Kichatna Catt'J!dral 
Spires. We couldn•t go, and our complexions wat-e a shade of groen. Nothing shor t 
of first ascents would l«lBp us from getting ulcers at the thought of them, so 
JudY Serfoss dr ove us up to tUlk Creek above Girdwood (the new G1acier Craek 
bridge is in) and dropped u.s off. We hauled our packs up to the Crow' s Nest and 
listened to a bit of rain on the roof of the dilapidated shelter that night . 
}(orning of L Saptemberr brought clearing weather as we crossed Crow Pass and sideh111ed 
3round by thB foot of Clear Gl.acier, then wst we groaned up a long scree gu11y to 
tt¥> 5z5ct pass just sout h of our object ive, Carnprobber Peak, $8$5•. We doffed our 
packs on the pass near a set of wolverine t r acks in t~ snow, followed a stringer of 
banging ll'.Oraine to a snow f ace and we re soon the first clinbers ever atop Camp

robber, which was named at'ter the local appellation of tOO A1 aska Gra;y J ay three 
years ago on tha r irst ascent of nearby 11Rook Ktn . ". As we built a cairn and lett 
a register we looked around and were antaze.d to discover t.l'B peek across the head 
of cle.ar Glacier froa us was higher, probab'y 5950 ~ sherp, and apparontly uncli<lbed. 
t ho maps show it as being flat topped, but i t is now obvious they just left off the 
top three contour l ines . An appro~riate nane for it would be 11C.row Peak" s1noe it 's 
the highest thing bordering Crow G aeiar (not to mention the whole Western ChugaCh 
south of Ship Creek an d west o£ Uirdwood Va11e yJ }. But we wanted to go tl's other 
"IUT.'J, so returned to our packs and hauled them up ovor t he top of Poak 575<1. which 
has a cairn that seems to be about 5 ~ars old on top of it. We descended over 
the g""~acier that givas Moraine Pass its ~raine and on down Camp Creek to i ts tr.oolin 
western tributary . Up this t oward the Organ Mountain cluster where we hoped to do 
both Or gan and Pol~ Bear, but our eft'ort to gain the ridge between the two was 
stymied bt oh so rotten rock. We chose Polar Bear as tte best prize and caJfPE!d that 
oight at oke h07 8. 

'l'be SB Ridge of Polar Bear Mountain 1o0ked easiest, but w-a gambled on being able to 
go down the other side and took our Keltias with us the I!Drning of 5 September. Tho 
ridge was e~sy at first with son:e vegetation and eb;:liee ot routes, but at about 60001 

it becarr.e steep and narrow. We roped up and a1 ter nated leads the r.est of tbe )ttly, 
thankful t hat the rock was stable enough so that we weren't s cared to death all tre 
tim. ThB 661L• summit is sma11 and unvisited by anyone, even sreop or goats . Wo 
left a Tang jar register in a cairn we built. I cautiousl y le d one full 150' • 
ropelength down t he N. Ridge which was cover od with fres b. snow; then Cl arence ,ed 
501 straight dmtn the N\'1 Face and set up a 15' rappel f rom a rock nubbin that just 
bare1y raact'ed the tip or the nose of U:e bearsltin g1ac1er . fhie wa.s st~ep, but the 
snow was axea1 "'ent and we went straight down. l n fact our who1~a traVer3e ot the 
aountain was nearly as direct as a ruler laid across it on the map, yet we don1t 
think any oth!n- routes wi 11 ba dona on it soon. 

It ' s a long wq out Eagle Rive r; tha brush was bad, and four times we had to rappel 
from oliffs ove r hung wit h a100rs. ~le stayed on tho side we wore on (a mistake), 
but got a ride after dark the last ten mi1ea in a survey crow powerwagon to the 
highway where we cal led Judy. Clarence 1ost a camera soewhere . 

* ~ .. * 
GIRDWOOD SKYliNE TRAVERS!> Sept 9- lO 

T:3Jcing adVantage of t wo days good weatb!r, I made a traverse from Winner Creek 
across the nort heast skyline seen f r om Girdwood to Goat Mountain and down its 
•outh ridge. I didn ' t climb aey of t he higher peaks. I had origina11y planned on 
taldng throe doys, but was pursued by the tbroat of bad weather . ·ro make spe&d I 
stayed on tho glaciers on the f lanks of the higher mountains crossing to tho far 
Side through a snow col JJ~i(tway along the ridge. I built cairns on several lesser 
~aks up to 5300 1 • I think the best rout.edown Goat Mountain 's south ridge makes 3 
hnd right half wey downJ c r ossing G1 acier Gu1 cb arld coming out abova tba ta11en b ri dge 
The turn is e asily identified because it occurs just before the only ris.e in the 
ridge. Crevasses are a. dist indt hazard on t J:e traverse. I woul d like to do scma 
Ski-mountaineering in this araa th19 winter. Who i s in>terested? 

**** l!o<l Wi1aon and others i ntere sted in the North Fork of Cambe n Creek moy like to know 
that I vas charged by a grizzly there in July, but scared it off by ringing 11fT 
0.11 and clobbering it with a eoup'e. hefty rocks . This bear bad Tok'at coloring. 

Dale Hagen 

H!Pen Wolle, Marge Maagoe1 Scree is published month1t'"by ttp 
llntai!Jeeru•g Club of Alaska, Bale 2037, Anchorage, Al aska 99501 


