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IN MEMORIAN 
 

Perry A. Mead III 
 

Merrell Mead 
 

sons of Dr. and Mrs. Perry A. Mead 
 

====== 
 

Gregory DeVoe 
 

son of Dave and Carol DeVoe 
 

NEXT MEETING: The MCA has been temporarily displaced to the AMU campus.  We 
will be in room 212, April 20th at 8:00PM.  Program is pending. 
 
THE SHAKES:  For out-of-towners and others who haven’t heard yet … the Perry 
Meads and Lowell Thomas’s lost their homes completely.  Baranof’s Castle 
(Crew’s home) is still standing soundly, but it is very near the ‘new’ bluff.  
The Crews’ are holding the fort regardless.  Rod Wilson flew from North 
Africa to find his home on 8th Ave. creaking in the joints.  And is still 
uncertain about its fate.  The Bading residence on Campbell mudflats (the dam 
broke and the lake mingled with the tidal wave) stands on a 12” crevasse, and 
runs right through the house downstairs .. the floor is tilted enough for 
them to use as a ski slope. 
 
By far the most interesting experience during the tremendous March 27th 
earthquake was undoubtedly had by Ruth Schmidt who found herself with four 
others, trapped on Portage Lake.  It took the party one and a half hours to 
find their way off the lake.  By then it was dark.  Still, Ruth claims she’d 
rather be on a lake than in the mountains during an earthquake.  We’ll have 
her story in a later issue of Scree. 
 
Geologists admit that land levels have changed, but as yet there is no report 
about any major changes in the mountains, apart from the huge avalanches and 
landslides set off by the quake.  Chances are Denali is still 20,300 ft. 
high.  The Portage Recreation area is pretty badly damaged.  Wonder what 
Byron Glacier looks like … there may be some new ‘firsts’ in our glacier 
playground. 
 
The West Buttress climb of Mt. McKinley under the leadership of Erik Barnes 
will be postponed until next year. 
 
A frantic card was received from Vin Hoeman.  ‘I’d like to come up and help,’ 
it says.  Thanks, Vin … come up sometime later, to stay!  Good wishes were 
received from Howard and Ellnore Schuck. 



by Paul ere:. s. Jr. 

Gl.rdwouu wns probab!·- .::~. bot tor pLae:o than .Anc\to)r ~e •• l)lt.!1ou.·;ll tho 
rL.S l.lll'fbn burnQd to the !.!round and a.ll the ~in.Jov.·s ioll!re b:.- I .t!n out: or tc~a 

r~ l}10ll~ o at t-hd to? o f ~he 11ft, nobody was hurt. 
" 11 .. 1 was drtv!.n~ homo witl't ('aul Dunc~n when the qUI'\ke b.l , It was veird to 

t1J.O P-'-70:"h:!.nt h"A'-'l.n,;; up :lnd do·rn, but '" had no i~e.:l of t n<! Ln.ned.i.a.to 
~· o t!i. Stor;r~d b) an o.valnneho, wo rotur"lod to Girdwood.. and wori'J t tlld 
\((" "''ilS n sl.Ldc: in front of tho lodsg. I knew that lareo !Slides naU cumo 
"'o r~(! bottom or th«' tt'IOLintaln bofore, but I cJicl.n't lcr·ou \that. co o.cpoot .. ~hCrl 
P t:• t'"cro 1 round out ••• thoro was e ~ss o'f snow fitt.,en reet: deep a t ti.8 ,;o.. •• 

t tv::a tt"n"lnnl o!' the 11ft: - pressed aJo.i.nst the Ski Shop, t"outy a..ni'l%l.nel 
f t~?n:-rlod .1lilt'lY avalnnches hAd cut orr the road to t.tte city - o~t.ouc. 150 ~ld·",. 
, 

0 
cr.,~~""od in Alyl'lska .. There wns no phone corrununic-nti.c>n nnd no way to ~ot 

t~ td reln ti vos, :JUt oYoryono iountl u eood pla.c• to .s to.y tlnd c:hcro ·-.1s en"v 
od ;1. c t .• <'t locl;:e nntl tho 't"it,:crs Den. 

' \;"t.tH" :.•.1.l':J,nr; to the top or tllo mountnln th.e noxt dey. we 4(\V the wl.o l,. 
ctetat I)! ;,1o slide. t\_pj;ardntly tlte ttbolo rim of tho low-or bowl slid to t~e 
,11 t.o-.r of thn bowl 1\nd from thore prt)oeodod clown tho canyon. ,,fter filJ.log: th• 

E
yon lt continU9d to tho bnso or tho mountain, wbore 1t como t;o rest. To 

::'laX t ls 0 llll or ~tax's ~an. slid, covcrln.= the tra•erse in the r.owl. Th-e 
rtlt ~.,cc also :!V:tl,J,nehc-d wltll 10' doop fracture llnos, ~ivtne the c hunks 
c a. po"r~n~e .,r hu(;Q :sual\r cubes. 

)IO;?t' ~r the .r;kl~-rs re :'o'la 1ncd in Alyeskn till ~!onday whon the brid~e just 
t or·' tl~c- r~ llrv~"\d trncks w .. ,s repaired. I matle my woy out SuOOny by wil l. kine
ross drt\.1 c:1 t Chlng- .3 rida somewhere beyond whore tho s11des had beon e1o.1rad 

LRC•· \~ll ~:;scv& ~Oru< ,\M"En n.S &ARTI!I;tU.\KJ> by !3111 Davis 

we a.rtt one of tho Cortunoto familloa ttb.o livo in a part or Anoh.oraeo .,.•bor 
allGO w.l.; slight., '(Je knew 1t vas a bad qu.nke but after 1t was over we h.ad 
1-nkLl.ne: of ~.t,at W.:l!: ttap.pontns els•where in tovn • .I tried our ph.one 1 but 
lts-,sn 1 t wor~~ing so nancy C'Od l set about to ch.eck our house and clean u p th 

••• 
Atl you know- . heroic thi.ngs were ha pp•ning in o thor plae•a . \'o <.1 1cln 1 t have 
t~an$1stor wlth us and it was not until aCtor dark that vc first L~ard of 
c~11 "f~Jr mountain c11mbot"s. Oy thon, we h.4d t<forkoU our c•ay tot•ard Pro vi. 

c e anc! \MU .,nd I was directing trtsf'fl.e for a vbil• in tno aigautic !'.,u:l 
r ;;!~o hobpital. Firlally, a oity truok camo al~.tng with radio contact tl0!¥1'1• 
n~ ~le r l und o1.1t for me tha.t climber.s couldn't eo ovt until 1no;-;ling, t de~ 
td t:~l'! Je.:t!. .:!::1y mlg:h.t be long and hard. so c.:~ught a. rew hours -o;loep, 
Btl. .i:· ·::..,c:ur<lay morning I arr1Vod at tho Public Silfety 6uilJ1ng, anc: S.o30r: 

\t! .;rut 1\l.>l t hnd to b9 don9. Evon though tno$t of tbc rescue liOt'k tu.lci illreuc1 
a COllt".l.;:Oud ovory building was to be seatcilod. ~o ARG te~ms "Wero ulrc-'d} 
lli, .. $0\lno so I 30nt thoro out at once. A city map was laid ou t blqck by 
tk t- . .:_

4
, ·o.:oro se;trc:l:cd. lie crossed thorn orr. ~ben they were sonrc.':l~d. 

n •,.o =:~ >~-~o.J t..hem r>f'f ln o.\ dift~ront wa.y. 
l n t ., n~xt 48 ~o·Jr~, I s~w fll~ost overy MCA , J\RG ~nd nonali Ski. t'(l. ::a·•ll 
c :- ..••. u Olll uncou nt nd number of othor vol1.1nteors. Son1e of t hom ll:td bc,~n 
i : \. :.ut p;tu-ac. slnc3 r rit.l .. 'ly night. I romomber thinking t!:.at if ~ol.:.:. 
s .l! .: t .l. tor. be 'koc \d co \lapse I' ram exhaustion • .Jtfew scorch to4lm:!i .. :ou !J. 
o - .. c- !!!Cnt. .u 1-:o rk . Othor$ wo-uld como back one! t·efuse to ~l.!! t ->O 

.sum.J t!~'"'m out to •. ulotbc r orea . You could alway!; toll n. toam that lt."!.i boa 
o~l'nl1 ~ Ln ... . . 11111d trom head to tot'., 


