
F.;ditor, Gwynneth '.~lson 
1215 - 8th Avenue 
Ell 4-78JJ 
Vol. 5, lb . 4 

11CARIOOU YEAR11 

SCREE 

I'BilRUARY 26th 

Y.OUNl'.il!NEER!ID CLUB OF ALASKA 
B>x 20)7 
Anchore,gc, Alaska 
Februn!X 1963 

SIDllEY LAURENCE 

'tie expect a good audience for Tuesday night, Febl'tlar'J 26th at 8 p.m. in Sydney 
Laurence for WE CARIBUU YEAR. one hour color film on the lii'G of t he CariOOu , 
present ed by Dr. >lillia!'l o. Pruitt, Jr. of Fairbanks, As you kr.o•1, tickets are 
$1 .:t.nd the Club sta.nds to gain finn.ncially- i f •,;e spur a ttendance at this e7ent, 

fv I 

M-hieh is a few days after the FUR REtiDEZV.)US, and is co - sp:>nsored h'lj the AlAska. 
Conser;ation Socioty nnd the M.C.A.. I f any members need more tickets for advance 
sales, they can telephone Scott Hamilton at Brcad•~Y 7-8975 (L St. Apts, ), Kews 
releaseq., pastel'S, ro.dio announeem.onts, and other media arc not as effective as word
o!-~Wuth and advance sal es. - so get to itt 

s.n.H .. , J r. 

'!ho l>xooutivo B>ard of the IIOuntaineering Club of Alaska met on Februnry 1st to 
cof\..grat\ll..':lto John Dilltr.an o n assuming the Presidency following the resignation of 
Sd Fishor ard to pick llavo Duncan to serve as Vi ce-President. 

liEETIID !liGHT 
Since there has beon a mix-up regard1n~; tho use o£ w"l.llo!.r Park Reo rea t;.on 

Hall on the 4th Tllosday of the month, will you please indicat-e your choice of 
~tA ln<lcting night by checki ng 'lither the 3rd !bnday or tho 2nd Tue<:~ay (tho onl.y 
avaUable days) on the er.oloscd card and droppi ng it in a mail box. 

!HE ASCENT OF C1 IIALLBY PEAK by Ted Shohl 

On Jam>ary 26 an l'.CA party led by Rod 'tl;.lson set out for O' llllleY Pook. 
Eeca.uso of the unusually warm \'too. t her dul"i.ng the preceeding weeks tha pr-<) .. cli."ll.b 
briefing a t rave Delft)e's house l Gft a wide choice o£ equipment open from Korean 
boots to 'bathing suits I The party consisted of Rod Hilson , Oava and IX:ln DeVoe, 
Don ' s friend Steve, Kiln Degenhardt, Dale Hagan, lialt Coin and Ted Shohl, '!he 
group convened at the bottom of Clark' s road at 6 :45. '!he lnOrning was very foggy, 
with road visibility a t ti.Jncs under 50 yards , so that the auto approach -was r.ot 
without interest. Inspite of an icy road surface, the two nobl e Land Rover~ had 
TlQ trouble in cli mbing to the Cla rk's tur r.off. 'Ihe l eader decided against taking 
the cars f;ttther up the power line valley • very wiSely as it later developed. 

At 7:15 pack$ 'Here shouldered and we r.et out. crossed the po~..rerline valley 
and cl illlbed a gentl e gully to a ridge ove~looking the Cook I nlet just at sunriso , 
'!he f og had been left below shortly a rtor st>rting and. the Vi61< was all that could 
be asked. The sno>T """ scanty with a glazed and breal<able crust which held t!lOst 
of t he time but occasionally gave tMt old trap<loo r efCect. walt deV<lloped 
equipa~ent difiiculti es and elected to re"l>.>rn to base. After a short b>:'eak for 
pictur es and candy , the march up the broa.d nort."lern approach to the pook continued ,. 
'Ibi s wa$ a gentle rise of about two miles, and the going r,.tas good. ~!a roached 
the snowslope leading to the ridge at about 10 :30. '!he slope ""'" hard and well 
packed, with a sl ant (D1/I estiroate) of about 35 •, Four p•irs of cra1np0ns were 
dis tributed among the seven cl imbers - a neat trick . Att.er a ~hort lesson f'or us 
rovicas by Rod on what to do a f tor a fall until the St • .Eornard comes , we started 
up. A rops 't-ma r.ot r equi red owing to the sv.oothne~s o£ the out-Nn and level 
bottom oi the slope. l'b major problerns develo!)ed and we rea.ehed tho ridge al::out 
11 :JO. From here a l ong, gradually rising traverse along the ridge in blazi ng sun 
and rapidly softening snow l ed to the swnmi t, I ,.as glad to get there, as H began 
to rGCede at an increa.si r.g rate during the last l'.zli hour, b>.t I fil'l--:tlly caught 
up >Titb i t . 

'Ihc weather l-IaS perf ect except for lot<I ground =og, and any numbor of suicide 
peaks woro visibl e. Afto-: a leisurely lunch 1·Ie all signed the guost book and 
startnd down. 'lhe main fe-ature of the dos-cont was a l ong s i t-ting glissade down 
a .srv.t·tfield on the Hast sid0 o~ tho peak. '1his seecned to save a lot o£ wa:.ld.ns:t 
~>~·.c.>. appealed to me. On tho return hike l-Te .round a jeep which had attempted t.o 
•><>:-JtJ nue beyond our pa.r't<ing place . I t v.as hopelessly snowb::>und and its i'ossil 
'"'"a i ns ohoul.d be of interest to future archaeologist.•, . 

Since every ascent must have some idcnt.ifying feature , it should be r.oted 
that this ...,as the firs t successfUl '.dnter climb of 0 1l<{allsy Peak. 

TBJl B::c;:S OF RAEBIT CREEK by Bill DaVis with an assist by 
Ruth Sclunid t 

on &turQay , January 26 , an intrepid group of cross .. countcy ski-er$ attackod 
the sno-w-s of Rabbit Creek. Consisting of Bill-Nancy Davis. Tbtn-Hartiot Kiestor, 
Ruth Schml1t, Sill M:>rris, Marga Prescott, ~rguerita St. Pall~, the group \-las 
led by the i nternationallY fall!Ot1.·5 dol-mhill and cross-oou,ntry ski nen'I:Dr, Paul 
Crews. Sr. After rendezvousing at several. places 1n Ancl-..orage and along the 
Sey:ard highway, we headed tor tho hille. In spite of fears that the DaVis' VtY 
might not make it back out.~ •&e pu:o;hcd the cars as :far up P.aJ::lbit Creek as the road 
i·r'rl.C open ... 



j J F~~ 
A."ter parking the cars , pointing thOlll dowmill so t.'1ey woul.d at leest be 

racing home, and riddling aro•'Jld \<hlle cvocyboey got organized, the group st.ruek out 
up tho road~ It seeaed best to continuo along tho road to gain access to the 
upper part of the valley.. Al~ough vory iey $,n placos , requiring a creep:i.r.g pace , 
the route .. s.s straightforward and pleasant. 

It's tru.e. too , that ve vcre in no par ticular hurry. ihe we=tther •rrcts most 
ravore.bl e and the vio~<s intriguing since ihhcrc .as a l ayer of fog over tho Inlet 
and along tha ~hore1.1ne. 'Iho poaks :lcross tho Ir.let Here visiblo and Paul t»ok 
tine to point t.':<m -:J.l out to tlle uninit1atod. All of thee.:> things conspired to 
mal<e t.'lo \lp- Wlt ! ;;ortion or the trip leisurely and enjoyable. 

At ono p:li.nt. PaUl. '·ront ahead 01 +ne group to reconnoi ter the ro~te. 'Ihose 
of us chugging al.ong lxhind were a=zo<'. how 'l'Uc~.l.y he outdistanced us once ho 
too~-t t t 1n his mind to zocm ahead; t-J.t boforo l ong ho returned into view and wav&d 
us on a.lD:ng tho read •• 

Just beforo lunehtimQ, our glorious le.:1dcr revealed his secret plan. On tho 
return portion of tho adventure \·ro -o,:ould lcavo tho road, std.ng along the south
!aoing ridge (to have the henefit of tho sun) and then plungo baek down into tho 
valley >1hon tho tilr.o seemed appropriate . i:Obody soc:ned to objeet to his ideas. We 
located a cl eared ~ce .:-r lunch and .:Lfter much ~ni.rl!ated conversation, stovo 
cursing, and goneral ..:'ucd e7..cbanging, ue t-rore ~dy : or the return portion of the 
trip . 

It began just as ra1;.l had pla:;r ... ..,c!. 'ihen, as we rt.tshed along the sido of the 
hill, tho hardier clinbed higher- ln.... :l.Y.e.r WU e tho aoitier just ane;:led along. 
viewing snow bmnl.cs and ptanni(pn in their >rhita (snow \dll.ta) coata . NaturallY 
*G met some tushos and on .a. couple o£ st0cp , icy sl opes some slips (out o! control) 
occurred . A short practise ses:;icn tdth oki poles as brakes took !.'Ll{lce l FI.NA..LLY 
!'aul. b'd to stop tho lower j!rotlp until the higher ups eaJna do<m. :bon, just as 
planuYi, tre dropped into the m.lley and back onto the road. l;!loL ... ;-, sort oi, with 
benefit of some alclors .. 

'lbcn , or course, we were back on _amilia.r territory. So down the road w-e crutc, 
over tho s-ame old 1ey patches - r»H som.o~rhat tmttor beeausa of the wa.m tecperaturos 
- slipping and sliding and generally having s wbco or a ti""· It had beon a good c!ay 
and a good trip. And when wo got back to the ears , the appreheo.sion sol!\0 folks 
had experienced earlio~ in the day proved unnoeessaey (they were a f raid they might 
be stolen) --rut the skiio were still on th<> reeks right 11here "" hod left tile" I 

PORTAGE LAIG Februar-,t J by Dale Hagen 

It waa too icy at Al.ycska ... or ray Head Stan:iard skis , \othich seemed a little too 
dull. to g1. 4."':3 emugb edge control.. So .. or Sunday, ins toad o! skiing, I tried to 
! i:x:t somwr.e to go ,,lith m.o dot-m to pOrta~e and make tho trip over to ~hlttior. 
~rtage lAke t~~s .:rozon, and it t·Ja::> r.-:-_J..blc to drive into tho p,:l.rl<ing l o t , ~ 
it \·JQ3 oot raining . In spite o.l thf?r-.:: • · rable conditions . I .:as unable to -""ind 
ar.yon':l to go along. I went ~J.one, b ~~~.:... I "Wanted to go . 

'lbe icc on ~rtage :!_&.,, -..:as variaCU.e in thickness . I found one place where 
it uas ot"J.y three inches thi-c~t. 'bJ.t in wst places I tosted 1t, it was IJX)re than 
six inehos thick.. At tho near tero temperaturo o; that SUnday morning, tho ioe 
was f reezing: mra a nd it 1$.S craoY.ing oce.'\sl,onally .trctn internal strosses . It l'ta:S 
somo\lha t dieconccrting to be walking acros-s the ieo ar..J. to h~vo it c:roek under 
Ioot td.th a shDrp l"llisc :lollowcd by a deop rumbling l:j'_._ -listant thunder. It tool~ 
approximtttcly- forty .. :~ive minutes to hike across tho 1~-4 ..,n eranpons . 

ibe r.:ca Ol. Portage Glacier is high. and !'omid·:t.· 4 hen seen i'rom. clos.e up. J\:3 
tho glacier pt'N'ses outt>rilrd, it is continually break.!.:-... \'.p the la.ke ice in .Cront of 
it. For tl10 hnndred !cot tllo la!<o ico is piled "!' cha~lirolly, ar1 in the cold 
s-till :r.orning air, tM s continual braaking up produced a snap, cr~oltie, and pop 
liko a bugh bowl o! Rice Krispics . 

I tllink it •rould have bean possible to clinb directly up the glacier face had 
thero teen t'I'D people. It l·JOul..l have taken scrr. l .. a eer6'.-rs and sotr,e direct l"C'pe 
tension, but f rom tho n<;:,lc pile, Wor o a la~·:: .... t.::a cave had col lapsed. to t.ho 
top side oi the glacier, it was only ten or 1L L~s.:-1 feet.. But. I couldr:1 t. make it 
alone .. 

I n the a'W!'Xlcr I ha\ :: climbed tho rock .along sido tho glacier ar.d th'\t \By 
gott-<n on top o::' the iec, I decided to tcy it tllot way again. It to nee - -~ey to 
f'l''· ,~ up and then traverse across to get on the £lacier. t·loll tho rock, "UL'botllh 
i~~ ·c.~ solid, i s rourxled O.i'f , and it l i es in a \>Jay ~·shich offers ver y f ew hand or 
!?.:-"'~ holds . In the SUi.111ner it ic possi ble to s t ick o n the rock by f riction, to:t 
,. ... 4 ... 1 rint.er snow and i oo this is oo l onger 1'¢Ssiblo.. I cl.imbed higher and big'-!:'.<.:1·, 
I' .~ing l/&t"J earefu lly and with difficulty , l ooking for a pl aca to traverse. n.itor 
a "''Upl 'l hours and up abo~t Lour hundred !o"'lt .and wcl.l atovo tho glacior, I 
f irP'-'.., i'.ad to adml.t to UI.)'3Bli' th::.;; l ccul.d not go hl.(;her, co\lld not got aeroc•, 
co;.L ~ '"'t go back down , and had takon too ~rcr chances i n tho moont ime. 

[ Jccated a ira(',lllented quart• vein on a ledge above me and I wrked an ice 
pi ton intJ it using my ice ax:l3:. 'ihis was thg only piton I had, the l'est of rry 
ha~ra ~·tere i ce s crews , and since I had to ;at down .as rar a s I co\!J.d i n one 
ra;..pcl , I had to t1o one end o! my rope .. I clipped o n and slipped down a1l of 
tllo lmndred Cii'ty feet or lc"""~"· At the end of the rope was a staep b>t solid 
patch of snow. 'lhere wor o oth -;r snor! patches belo\i 1-hat one, and I was. e.ble to 
safely crarJpJn dor1n to the ice .~:: Pot-ta.ge Lt:.kea 

I 1-.7.lk9d M.ck .. ~rd to [1~ a ;"3-t"~-li'J'~··..iuc on this recant soane.. t-ty' hundred C:Ht.r 
fePt oi' nol.d f,1 T'IQ l:;>O¥ed e!:>n~,~'l··~ i:·r<.lt;i.onal j'Pt dt.nc;U 1'~ alor..a: aQl'O~G the .t"'JC..W,. 

l:b-t ~e:_o u:d.nd, :L •!! rooov~u· i ~- . - -----


