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In the section of this report in which the possibilities of finding
oil in the region are discussed rather fully (ppe 283+285) the fact that
0il shale has been found in the region no f the Brooks Range is moted
and all the available data are given, Smi reported in 1911 material
analogous to oil shale near the mouth of the Noatak, This was described as
followss

rac no David White, who examined the material,
specimen is composed entirely of large fern epores and
sowcalled "bogheads,” Thie deposit was not seen in place,
its extent or relations were learned.

ﬁqhﬁ.mofmanhml u‘dgmt significance as
1 natural deposits of oil, it can of itself hardly be
of immediate value, However, if the region should

te That time,
in of the morthern Alaska coal
to retain them in publie

ginee
ment by a produeing
of a development

holding or selling land titles or permits,

33Smith, P. S., Ops Cits, pe 153
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In the section of this report in whioch the possibilities of finding
0il in the region are discussed rather fully (pp. 283+285) the fact that
0oil shale has been found in the region mrﬁ f the Brooks Range is moted
and all the available data are given, Smi reported in 1911 material
analogous to oil shale near the mouth of the Noatak., This waes described as
follows:

hrthmﬁortbmw,mthrrmthmormmw
miles south of the mouth of the ' River) a prospector
finding a recent deposit of material that he has used as fuel,
from this place show a darkebrown compact material that burns
hﬁfhdtumm;lmaﬁmucnhhmm
ml’"‘m h:::in::grd;mm T
is composed re spores
led "bogheads.” This deposit was not seen in place,
extent or relations were learned,
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read
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_f the otihhnﬂrhlhd;mtl ficance as

le source deposits of o0il, it can of itself hardly be

' u.umu‘i-mhulﬂ. m if the region should

m less inacecessible through development and -Inu methods of extracting
oil from shale are more fully perfected on a commercial scale, the fact
that there is some rich oil shale in this region will doubtless justify more
thorough investigation of the oil shale as a potential asset, That time,
however, is remote, so that, as with certain of the northern Alaska ml
deposits, it would seem to be sound public poliecy to retain them in publie
ownership until there is an actual demand for the product and a soundly ene
gineered and adequately financed plan is presented for their active developw
ment by a producing company, rather than permit them to be taken up as parts
of a deve scheme whose main hope of financial suocess is based on
holding or selling land titles or permits,

33&1&, P S., OP cit., pe 153!
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Petroleum seeps have long been known on the Arctic slope
from Cape Slmpbmn eastward to the Canadian border. Dur-

in the summer of 1943 six of the seeps were examined
by members of the U. S. Bureau of Mines and the Terri-
torial Department of Mines. Seepages near Point Barrow
were reported by the U. S. Geological Survey many years
ago.

Oil Shales have been found on Etivluk River, Kivalina River,
and Meade River. Some of these shales indicate an oil
content of over 50 gallons per ton. U. S. Geol. Survey Bull.
815, Geology and Mineral Resources of Northwestern
Alaska.

A specimen of oil shale containing over 100 gallons of oil per
ton was found in 1934 on the lower Noatak River by Louis
Giddings of the University of Alaska.
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Martin, @, C., 1921, Preliminary report on petroleum in Alaska: U.S.
Geol. Survey Bull. 719, 83 p.

Smith, P. 8., 1929, Surveys in northwestern Alaska in 1926: U.S. Geol,
Survey Bull. 197, P. 125-lh2.

Smith, P, 8., and Mertie, J. B., Jr., 1930, Geology and mineral resources
of northwestern Alaska: U.S. Geol. Survey Bull. 815, 351 De
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The Noatak district (fig. 18) -is the area drained by the Noatak River

and by coastal streams betw
River. |

The only recorded mineral production %fr
of coarse gold from Lucky
ly schist.

and Cobb, 1967, p. 105).
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Six Creek (12,/fig. 18), where bedrock is main-

A nearby lode contains sulfidf minerals and a little gold (Berg
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Small particles of gold found in 1904 on Midas
creek (11, fig. 18) may have come from outwash or from unexplored moun-

tains south of the Noatak River.
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Anderson, FEskil, 1947,

Mineral oceurrences other than gold deposits 4 ()
in northwestern Alaska: ‘Alaska Dept. Mines Pamph. 5-R, | p. |
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Smith, P. S. y 1912, The Alatna-Noatak region: U s. Geol survey 7 / iy / (
Bull. 520, p. 315-338. .
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2 sheets, scale 1:1 000 000.
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USGS Bull. 536

C
Ponne 90009

State Alaska L USSR | O SN e S e

County  Northwestern Alaska Locs or Min. Dive Noatak-Kobuk Region
b Sh LmBta Tl | i Noatak Basin
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As in other regions, reports of lost prospectors finding enormously
rich deposits are common. Unfortunately, however, these "finds" can not
be located when subsequently sought and their value tends to increase the
less that is known about them. An instance of this sort was the reported
discovery of rich gold quartz in the vicinity of Mount Kelly, a hill sbout
4O miles north of the camp of August 19. On attempting to learn about
this gold quartz it was found that the locality was extremely indefinite,
varying from the Igichuk Hills near the mouth of the river to the region
beyond the Noatek drainage. 1t is not intended by the above remarks to cast
doubt on the fact that gold-bearing quartz mey have been found in the
Noetek basin, but only to point out thet with such indefinite location it
is not possible to discuss the significance of the reported discovery. From
the little that is known about the geology in the vieisnity of Mount Kelly
north of the Noatak, it seems probable that extensive deposits of economic
value are absent, for the region is probably formed of the higher Paleozoic
sediments, which as & rule are but little mineralized. There is, of course,
the possibility that the pronounced deformation that is known to have
affected the region may heve raised the higher beds, so that they have been
removed by erosion and the older schists, which are usually more or less
mineralized, may have been exposed, -

Another occurrence of gold quartz has been reported from the hills south
of the river, a short distance east of the canyon. A prospector, with pack
horses from Squirrel River of the Kobuk basin, spent part of the fall and
winter of 1910 in the hills north of Squirrel and Selmon rivers and returned
with numerous specimens of quartz, some showing free gold. It was not pos-
sible to obtain a description of this trip at first hand and consequently
most of the information is indefinite. That the prospector was satisfied
with the indication of mineralization was shown by the report thet he in-
tended to return end carry on further exploration during the winter of 1911-12,
Presumebly the region has schists and metamorphic limestones as the country
rock. These have usually proved auriferous.

221
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