
Ma y 1982

SUSITNA ACCESS PLANNING
RE-EVALUATION DF ACRES ' RECOMMENDED PLAN

In February 1982, Ac res Ame r ican made a recommendation t o the Alaska
Powe r Authori t y on an access pl an fo r t he proposed Susl t na hydroe lectr ic
project. This recoeeenced pl an , shown on tht! at-tec ned map , appeared In
Acres' Feas ib i l i t y Repor t r e leased In March.

At pub l ic and resource agency he~ rl ng s in Ap ri l , tw~ main conce r ns were
expressed regard Ing the recommended 4ccess p lan . The fi rst cc nce r n was
t he construct ion of a "pi oneer" road In advance of receiv ing a FERC
l icense for construction . The second conce rn was the pot enti a l impacts
of the access rouTe on the Gold Creek area and the Indian River remote
parce ls.

Based on t hese concer ns , the Al aska Power Authority d irect ed Acres to
re-evaluate thei r r ecommended access p la n. Acres has begun the ir re­
eva luat ion and wi l l present thei r findings to the Powe r Authority Board
of Directors on June 25 i n Anchorage .

The ma in Obj ect i ves of the re-evaluat lon are t o determ ine: l) · he best
plan wit hout the constra int of schedu le; 2) t he best plan to limi t
access; and 3) the best plans t hat a l low ear l l iest construct ion with and
wit hout the pioneer road.

At the J une Board meet ing . Acres wi l l compa re five p lans ( shown on ~p ) .

These p lans are :

1. Origi na l route recommended by Acres in March 1982
2. New road a lt e r native f rom H~r rl cane t o the Portage Cree k

a rea on the north si de of t he Sus ltna River
3. Al I r a i l f r om Go ld Creek to Dev il Canyon and Watana
4. Rai l f rom Go ld Creek t o Dev il Canyon with road on the sout h

s ide of t he Sus i t na River t o Watana
5. Road f rom the Dena l i Highwa y so ut h t o the dam s i t es

We hope t o be ab le t o provide more i nfo~t l on on the access re-evalua­
tl on before t he June 25 meeti ng of the Power Authority 's Board of DI ­
rect ors. If you would l ike to make comments concer n ing access, the
June 25 Board meeti ng in Anchorage Is the tl~ to do so.
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