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Gen. Tech. Rep. PNW-96¢, "Influence of forest and rangeland management on anadromous
fish habitat in western North America-~1. Habitat requirements of anadromous salmonids.

In Western North America many human activities, both commercial and
recreational, take place on forest and range lands. These activities in-
clude timber harvest, livestock grazing, mining, hunting, fishing, camping,
backpacking, and those associated with resource uses, such as road con-
struction, urbanization, water development, and treatments to improve
forest growth. The many streams, rivers, lakes, and estuaries encompassed
by these forest and range lands are habitat for the valuable stocks of
anadromous (sea-going) and resident salmon and trout.

The effects of human activities on the habitat of these salmonids has
been of increasing concern to resource users and managers. Much has been
iearned about the responses of fish to changes in their habitat, but some
of it is not widely known and the information is contained in a wide variety
of sources. Scientific journals and other publications that discuss the
results of fisheries research are numerous, and significant work is often
published in a form that is not readily available to resource managers and
to other scientists studying similar situations.

In 1976, the Forest Service of the U.S. Department of Agriculture
initiated a cooperative program to define the potential problems associated
with land uses in watersheds supporting anadromous fish populations, and to
apply this knowledge to managing forest and range lands. Three Forest Service
experiment stations--Pacific Northwest, Pacific Southwest, and Intermountain,
and five regions in the National Forest System--Region 1 (Northern), Region 4
(Intermountain), Region 5 (California), Region 6 (Pacific Northwest), and
Region 10 (Alaska)--as well as many Federal, State, university, and private
cooperators, are participating in the program.

The purpose of this series of reports is to assemble current knowledge
on how management practices on forest and range lands influence anadromous
fish habitat into one set of documents for resource managers, scientists,
administrators, and interested citizens. Three general areas covered will
be the habitat requirements of salmon and trout, the effects of various land
uses on this habitat, and methods for restoration and enhancement of habitat.

Fourteen papers are presently planned for this series. They will be
published irregularly, but most will be available within the next 2 years.
Additional tepics may be addressed later, as the need for information arises,

I would like to express my thanks not only to the authors of these reports,
but to the many technical reviewers, editors, illustrators, typists, and others

whose efforts have made and will continue to make this compendium series a
SUCCeSS.

WILLITAM R, MBEEHAN
Technical Editor
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General Technical Report PNW-96

INFLUENCE OF FOREST AND
RANGELAND MANAGEMENT ON
ANADROMOUS FISH HABITAT IN
THE WESTERN UNITED STATES
AND CANADA
' Witliarmn R. Meehan, Technical Editor

1. Habitat Requirements of Anadromous Salmaenids

D. W. REISER AND 7. C. BJORNN

idaho Cooperative Fishery Research Unit

University of idaho, Moscow

1979

PACIFIC NORTHWEST FOREST AND RANGE EXPERIMENT STATION
Forest Service, U.S. Department of Agriculiure Portland, Oregon



is, the first in a series of publications summarizing knowledge
che influences of forest and rangeland management on &nadr@mahﬁ
bitat in the Western United States, describes habitat require-~
m&%ig of anadromous salmonids-=the vaiua939 salmon and trout species
that use both freshwater and marine environments. Requirements of
theg@ unigue fish must be understood before we can explore the effects
that natur ai events and human activities can have on their habitat,
and on their ability to maintain productive pmgulations with ocur
increasing use of other forest and rangeland resources Rép@ftg on
the effects of natural watershed disturbances and Waﬁiﬁbﬁ land us
activities will follow.
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int o present information in these @ubilﬁdtzoﬂ@ that will
nane and users of the forests and rangelands of the

Unit States with the most complete information available for
ting ﬁ@ﬁﬁ gquences of various management alternatives.
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In this series of papers, we will summarize published and
published reports and data as well as obserxrvations made by resource
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scientists and managers made during years of experience in the West.
These compilations wxli be valuable in planning management of forest
and rangeland resources, and to scientists in planning future research.
The extensive lists of zﬁfere nces will serve as a bibliography on
forest and rangeland resources and their use for this part of the
United States.
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WOBERT . TARRANT, Director

Pacific Nortlwest Forest and Range
Fxperiment Station

805 NE Sixth Avenue

Portland, OR 97232
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COMMON AND SCIENTIFIC NAMES OF TROUTS FAMILY SALMONIDAE~

COrmeln Namne Sclientific nmne

ncorhyrchus gorbuscho {Walbaum)
Oncorhynchus keta {y “haum}

Oncorhynchus kisutceh {walbaum)
Oncorhynchus nerka {Walbaum)
nmcorhynchus tshawytscha  {Walbaum)
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INTRODUCTION

Habitat needs of anadrowous
salmonids {sea~run salmon and
trout) in streams vary with the
seasgon of the year and the stage
of their life cycle. IUpstream
migration of alults, spawning,
incubﬁ%iﬂnf juvenile rearing,
and seaward migration of smolts
BrE thu major life stages for
mogt anadromous salmon’ds.
Inscfar asg possible, we have
definsd the range of habitat
conditions for ecch life stage
that will allow a population to
‘hrive. Throughout this paper,
we have included data for sal-
monids that arve not anadromous
because they illustrate the
vange of temperatures, velog-
~tles, and depths of waters
preferred by Qaﬁmnﬁzdwy and
fh@ se speclies are generally

gimilar to the anadromous ones.
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Adult salvenids returning
ir natal streams must

at the proper time and in
q@uu health if spawning is to be
sful., Unfavorable dis-~
ges, temperatures, tur-
ity, and water quality could
delay or prevent fish from

completing thely migration.
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D ratures

iistory of
Bell,

stocks of anadromous salmonids
have evolved with the temper=-
ature patterns of their home
streams, and significant abrupt
deviations from the normal
pattern could adversely affect
their survival.

DISSOLVED OXYGEN
Reduced dissolved oxygen
concentrations can adversely
affect the swimming performance
of migrating salmonids. Maximum
sustained swimming speeds of
juveni.2 and adult coho salmon
at temperatures of 10°=20°C were
adversely affected when oxygen
was reduced from air-saturation
evels ‘Davis et al. 1%63). A
sharp decrease in performance
*EX ﬁ@%em at 6.5=7.0 mg/1 for
31 mperd¥¢&es taested., A
similar relation has been ob-
se: vmd by Graham {1949} for
brook trout. Low dissolved
oxygen may alsc elicit avoidance
reactions as noted by Whitmore
et al. £1960) and may cause
migration to cease. The oxygen
@xm?% recommended for spawning
fish {at least 80 percent of
saturation, with temporary
levels no lower than 5.0 mg/l)
should provide the oxvgen needs
of migrating fish.

grating salmon will avoid
r ¢ease migration in waters
with high silt loads (Cc Tﬁﬁﬁ:
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‘%‘gm ?»wvv ater temperature, depth, and velocity criteria for successful upstream
rigration of adult saimon and trout,
Species of Temperature Minimum Maximum
fie 1 /4
fish rangaﬁ/ depthﬁ— vezoc1ty2/
°C Meters Meters/second
aE? chinook salmon 10.6-19.4 0.24 2.44
Spring chinook salmon 3.3-13.3 24 2.44
BUﬁner chinook salmon 13.9-20.0 .24 2.44
Chum salmon 8.3-15.6 .18 2.44
Coho salmon 7.2-15.6 ng?S 2. &4
Pink salmon 7.2-15.6 Ig /2
Sockeye salmon 7.2-15.6 3/ 3/ 3
Steelhead trout - ,38 2g44
Large trout ~ .18 2.44
Trout - 12 1.22

1/ From Bell (see text footnote 1).

2/ From Thompson (1972).

3/ Based on fish size.

at one time of the year may be
passed by migrating fish at
other times when flows have
changed. Stuart (19%962) deter-
mined in laboratory studies that
ideal leaping conditions for
fish are obtainec with a ratio
of a height of falls to depth of
pool of 1:1.25. Figure 1 from
FEiserman et al. (1975) depicts
the 1ﬂaping behavior of salmonids
observed by Stuart. Given
suitable conditions, salmon and
steelhead can get past many
obhstacles that appear to be
Rsfh Joneg (195%) and
2} observed salmon
3 M

Debris jams, whether nat-
ral or caused by human activ-
ies, can prevent or delay
stream migration. Chapnan
962} cited & uzudy in which a
~percent decrease in spawning
ilmon in one gix@&m was attribe-
u%’.e——d to debris | Debris

ur
it
u
{

1%
1
75

ockage.,
barriers often form large pools
and diment traps that, if
@l 3 could adve 1

downstream spawning

Some logs, leaves, dams,
and so on, in streams are
beneficial as cover for adult
and juvenile fish. All debris
jamsz should be evaluated care-
fully before they are removed,.

Water velocities may exceed
the swimming ability of migrating
fish at channel constrictions
during snow melt and storm
runoff. Migration resumes when
streamflows and associated
velocities bave decreased. The
swimming abilities of fish are
usually described in terms of
cruising speed--the speed a fish
can swim for an extended periocd
of time (hours}, usually ranging
from Z to 4 body lengths per
second; sustained spe@dwwtb@
speed a fish can maintain for a
period of several minutes,
ranging from 4 to 7 body lengths
per second; and darting or burst
speed-~the speed & fish can swim
for a few seconds, vanging from
§ to 12 body lengils per second
{Bell, mee foobtnote 1; Watis
1974; 2y, According to

Bell, cruising speed is used
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Figure 7--Saimonid passage Tlow determination (from
Thompson 1872
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Teble 2—Swimming abilities of average size adult salmonids—
Species of
fish Cruising speed Sustained speed Darting speed
i Meters per secondr----rrosmmmme=
Lhinook 0-1.04 1.04-3.29 3.29-6.83
Coho 0-1.04 1.04-3.23 3.23-6.55
Sockeye 0-0.98 L98-3.11 3.11-6.28
Steelhead 0-1.40 1.40-4.18 4.18-8.08
Trout 0-0.61 .61-~1.95 1.95-4.11
Brown trout 0-0.67 .67-1.89 1.89-3.87

From Bell

1/ (see text footnote 1).
...8hallow bars most crit-
ical to passage of adult
fish are located and a
linear cransect marked
which follows the shal-
lowest course from bank to
brank At each of several
fiows, the total width and

longest continucus portion
of the transect meeting
min‘muw depth and maximum

velooity criteria are
measured. For each tran-
gect, the flow iz gelected
that mects the criteria on
at least 45 percent of the
total transect width and a
continuous pviw§dr egual-
ling at least 10 percent of
its total width.
The mean selected flow from all
transects is recommended as the
minimum flow for passage.
Thompson {1972) noted that
maximum acceptable passage flows
could ﬁhe@fe;isaliy e fined,
but wa st attempted to do
g0 in bh er {1961}
reports 36-50

percent annual

flow for pa&magw ﬁnrﬁuq% the
lower and middle reaches in
Scottish rivers and up to 70
percent for headwater streams,



Reiser and Wesche (19877} noted
that many spawning brown trout
selected areas adjacent to
undercut banks and overhanging
vegetation, Reiser and Wesche
{1977} speculated that the early
spawners and large dominant £ish
may select areas by cover., As
these areas become occupied, the
late spawners and swall fish are
forced to use relatively un-
protected sites., Given a choice
between t.,0 spawning areas, on
with cover and one without, the
fish would select the area with
cover.

TEMPERATURE

Successful spawning of
salmonids has occurred in water
temperatures ranging from 2.2°
to 20.0°C {table 3}). A sudden
drop in temperature may cause
all spawning activity to cease,
resulting in lowered nest build-
ing activity and reduced pro-
duction {see footnote 1.

SUBSTRATE COMPOSITION

o

COVER The suitability of a parti-
- - cular size gravel substrat
Cover for fish L ze gr 3 e race
- depends mostly on fish size.
Large fish can build redds in
large substrate. To determine
the substrate composition
prefer by wvarious salmonids,
1951,

undsroul
o a

many estigators {(Burner 1
Cope 57, Warner 1963, Orcutt
et al., 1968, Huntey 1973, Reiser

P e
B 203

i
and Wesche 1977} collected
gravel samples from active redds

and graded them through a series
of siaves The substrate compo=-
sition selected ificial

spawning o
Judgment of

“bson Cra spawning channels,
| . from 2 to




Table 3—Recommended temperatures for spawning and incubation of salmonid f%%@%}ff

Species Spawning temperature Incubation témperaﬁuregj
mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm [T ———————
Fall chingcok 5.6-13:9 5.0-14.4
Spring chinook 5.6-13.9 5.0-14.4
Summer chinook 5.6-13.9 5.0-14.4
Chum 7.2-12.8 4.4-73.3
Coho 4.4-9.4 4,4-13,3
Pink 7.2-12.8 4.4-13.3
Sockeye 10.6-12.2 4. 4-73.3
Kokanee 5.0-12.8 e
Steelnead 3.9-9.4 -
Rainbow 2.2-20.0 o
Cutthroat 3/6G}m?7;2 e
Brown =7.2-12.8 e

1/ From Bell (see text footnote 1).

2/ The higher and lower values are threshold temperatures at which
mortality will increase if exceeded. Eggs will survive and
develop normally at lower temperatures than indicated, provided
initial development of the embryc has progressed to a stage
that is tolerant of colder water.

3/ From Hunter (1973).

Table 4—Water depth, velocity, and substrate size criteria for anadromous and other
salmonid spawning areas

Species of

fish Source Depth Velocity Substrate size
Meters — Cm/s Lentimeters
37

Fall chinook Thompson (1972)  >0.24 30-91 %&143~?O=2
Spring chinook ThﬂmeQﬂ (1972) >. 24 30~ 91 @71~3MEG§2
Summer chinook  ReiserZ/ >.30 32-109 7/1.3-10.2
Chum Smith (1973) >.18 46-101 §7}m3~?0k?
Coho Thompson (1972) =18 30-91 37103w§032
Pink salmon Collings¥/ > 15 3 ,3 107 141.3-10.2
Sockeyed/ BC), s Uy 101 Yy5002
Kokanee Smith (1973} >.06 }i 73 6/ "
Steelhead Smith (1973) > 28 40-91 2 6-10.2
Rainbow trout Smith (1973) >, 18 46-91 .6-5.2
Cutthroat Hunter {(1973) >, 06 11-72 6[¢6~3®.2
Brown trout Thompson {1972) .24 21-64 = 6-7.6

1/ From Bell (see text footnote 1).

2/ ( Quw? shed data oz 0. W. Reiser, ldaho Coop. Fish Res. Unit,
Moscow, 1978,

3/ Fstimated from other criteria.

4/ ext fooitnote 3.
5/ - criteria established.
G/ ter (1973),
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OO rcent 1.3-to
3.8~cr 9 %ﬁa Ddi Lnoe
up to 10.

rangaes of size for
YAYLOUS S are summarized
in table 4.

Area of gravel substrate
juired for a spawning palr
varies with the species {table
5). Burner (1951} proposed that
a « ervative estimate of the

number of salmon a stream could
accommodate could be obtain '
dividing the area suita
spawning by four times
average redd area. Redd area

an be computed by measuring the
otal length of the redd {(upper
edge of pit to lower edge of
taillspill}) and the average of
several eqguidistant widths,

¢}
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WATER DEPTH AND VELOCITY
Preferred water depths and
vel &ts@“ o i

salmonids 1

DYy « water ﬁmyﬁﬁ and

vel y oveyg ac ctive redds {Sams
and arson,~ Thompson 1972,
Smi 1873, Hooper 1973, Hunter
1973, Reilser and W%acfa 1977} .
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gal-
5.

defined: Thompson {19
90~to 95-percent confi
limit; Hunter {19/3} 1
middle 80-9%0 percent of the
measurements: Smith (1973} used
a two-gided tolerance limit
within which there was 95~
percent confidence that 80

percent of the measurements
wmuid occur with a normal dis-
tribution; others have simply
listed ranges of depth and
velocity. Water depth and
velocity criteria for salmonids
as defined by different investi-
gators are found in tables 4 and
6.
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Table 5 Average area of saim

pair in channels~/

onid redds and area recommended per spaw

1ing

Average area Area rec ommended

Species Source of redd per spawning pair
wwwwwww Square meters-me-e-

Spring chinook Burner (1951) 3.3 13.4

Fall chinook Burner (1951) 5.1 20.1

Summer chinook Burner {1951) 5.1 20.1

Coho Burner {1951) 2.8 11.7

Chum Burner (1951) 2.3 9.2

Sockeye Burner (1951) 1.8 6.7

Pink Hourston and .6 .6
MacKinnon {1957)

Pink Wells and .6-.9 -
McNeild ( 970)

Steelhead Orcutt et al. (1968) 5.4 -

Steelhead Hunter (%%?3) 4.4 -

Rainbow Hunter (1973) .2 -

Cutthroat Hunter (1973) .09-.9 -

Brown Reiser and b -
Wesche (1977)

1/ Modified from Clay (1961).
Many salmonids prefer to STREAMFLOW

spawn at the pool-riffle inter-

change (Hazzard 1932,

1937, Smith 1941,
Briggs 1953}.

chose to spawn in
ating flow,

Tautz
{1975} reported that

Hobbs

Stuvart 1953,
and Groot

mfnm

S b & WA EL

e T ovme v
et S R ATERT £ 4

an accelear-
such as that found

at a pool~riffle interchange.
By placing crystals of potassium

permanganate on
surface, Stuart

the gravel
{1953}

demon-=

gtrated the presence of a down-

welling current at

change areas and
the current may as

these inter-
zsuggested that
slst the fish

in maintaining its position with

a minimum of effiort,
in these areas was
excavate and
silt and daav*a@

-3

#

D

of currents }:}a;

R
aiaﬁlvaly free of
The
during,
g shown

Thw gravel

nature
and
in

Streamflow regulates the
amount of spawning area avail-
able. D. H. Fry in Hooper
{1973} summarizes the effect of
discharge on the amount of
spawning area in a stream.

As flows increase, more and
more gravel 1s covered and
becomes suitable for
spawning. As flows con-
“inue to increase, velocities
in some places become too
high for spawning, thus
can¢g1§mg out the benefit
of increases in usable
spawning area near the
edges of the stream,

Eventually, as flows in-

crease, the losses begin to
Qu;wwigh L%H., &](J.,Lliu; (wnci Lh@
actual i

tho stream



Table 6—Water depth, velocity, and size of substrate measured in spawning areas of

salmonids :
Species Source Depth Velocity | Substrate How and where developed Remarks
Heters Cm/s  Lentimeters
Chinook salmon Hamitton and 0,24 31 -~ Oregon-Coquille River
Remington (1962)
Fall chinook Warnerl/ 12-1.22  15-107 .- California-American, and Consumnes
wastgategf Rivers
Kigr {1964) v 24 31-92 -~ California-Feather, Eel, and Mad
Rantz (1964} ¢ River Systems
Horton and Rogersgf 2.2 37-107 California-Van Duzen River
Chambers et ¢1.% .30-.46  30-69 Washington-Columbia River and T at 0.4 ft abeve bed
tributaries
Sams and Pearson§/ z.18 .27-94 - Oregon - 4 streams in Willamelte 107 redds sampled; V at
River Basin (.63 depth or 0.2 ft and
0.8 depth from surface
Thompson (I972}§/ x. 24 30-91 -~ 90-95% confidence interval; Oregon, 440 vedds sampled;
wide range of streams streams represented a
wide variation of
hydraulic characteristics
Smith (1973) 0.2k 30-7% - Tolerance interval; Oregon, 7 streams 50 vedds sampled; V at
with varying hydrautic conditions 0.4 ft above bed
Spring chinook Chambers et a ,i/ J46-.53 5365 - dasnington-Columbia River and V at 0.4 ft above bed
tributaries
Sams and Pearsoné/ >. 18 .08-.85 - Range; Uregon, 3 streams in 270 redds sampled; V at
Willamette River Basin 0.6 ft depth or 0.2 ft and
0.8 ft depth from surface.
Thompson (1972}§/ 2. 24 30-91 - S0-95% confidence intervai; Oregon, 158 redds sampled;
vitde range of streams streams representative
of a wide variation of
hydraulic characteristics
Smith (1973) ».18 21-64 - Tolerance iaterval; Oregon, 7 streams 142 redds sampled; V at
with varying nydraulic conditions 0.4 ft above bed
Reiierzj .15 14-64 - Range; Idaho, 5 small streams 58 redds sampled; V at
0.6 ft depth from surface
Sulimer chingok Reiaer of 1/ 8/ J30-.85 0 25106 - Range; fdaho, Salmon River 50 redds sampled; V at
0.6 ft depth from surface
Chum salmon Thompson {1972) 218 46-47 - 90-95% confidence interval; Oregoun, 177 redds sampled;
on a wide range of streams str. ms represented a
wide agriation of
hydr (lic characteristics
Simith (3973}§/ g 46-101 Tolerance interval; Oregon, 5 214 redds sampled, V at
streams with varying hydraulic 0.4 ft above bed,
conditions
Collings o 5053 211 - Vomeasured 0.4 Fu above bed
Cobo salmon Chambers et a!.gj L30-.38 0 37-85 - Wishington, Cclumbia River and Redds weasured 0,4 7t above
tributaries bed
Lams and Pearson {1963)9/1‘1G 14-93 - Range; Ovegon, 4 streams 173 vedds sampled; ¥ at

0.6t depth or 0.2 f1 and

G.8 (6 depth from surface



Table 6-—Water depth, velocity, and size of substrate measured in spawning areas of

saimonids —{(Continued)

Specias Source Depth Yelocity 1 Substrate How and where developed Remarks
Heters /s Centimeters
Coho salmon Thompson (1972} 50.18 30-91 - 90-95% confidence intervals 251 redds sampled;
Oregon, 10-12 streams with varying streams represent
hydraulic conditions wide variation of
hydraulic characteristics
Smith (1973} > 15 21-70 - Tolerance interval; Oregon, 7 128 redds sampled; V
streams with varying hydraulic measurad 0.4 ft above bed
conditions
Pink salmon Collings &/ 3/ J15-.53 0 21-10% - V measured 0.4 ft above bed
Sockeye salmon Chambers et al,if L30-.86 0 83 - Washington Vat 0.4 ft sbove bed
Clay (1961) .- 53-55 - V at 0.4 7t above bed
fokanae Thompson (1972) e-.18  24-54 “e 90-uv5% confidence interval; Oregon, 166 redds sampled;
wide range of streams streams repressnt wide
variation of hydraulic
characteristics
smith (1973)2/ 5.08 1573 . Toterance interval; Orogon, 3 106 redds sampled; ¥ at
streams with varying hydraulic 0.4 ft above bed
conditions
Hunter (1973) L09-.35  12-41 - Middle 80% of range; Washingion, 177 redds sampled; V at
Flow 2-30 #¢°/s 0.4 ft or 0.25-0.30 above bed
tgethead trout .35-.43  60-69 -~ 95% confidence interval; Oregon 51 redds sampled
Winter steelhead Smith (1973)§/ >.24 40-91 - Tolevance interval; GOregon, 11 115 redds sampled; ¥ at
streams with varying hydraulic 0.4 ft above bed
conditions
Engmanlgf t0->.9  23-117 - Range; Washington 62 redds sampled
Hunter {1973} 2i-.70 0 37-101 0.66~10.16 Widdle 90% of range; Washington, 19 114 redids sampled; V at
streams with varying hydraulic 0.4 ft or 0.25-0.30 ft above
conditions bad
Hunter {1973) 12-.36  44-109 G.64-12.70 Range; Washington 19 redds sampled; V at
G.4 ft or 0.25-0.30 ft above
bed
Huntert/ 23-.50  41-108 - Range; Hashington, on streams 30 redds sampled; V at
of 180 Ft3/s 0.4 Ft ar 0.26-0.30 ft above
bed
Hunterll/ 140200 25-34 - Raage; Washington, Satsop River 4 vedds sampled; V at
0.4 ft or 0.25-0.30 ft above
bed
Smith {1973) 2. 24 43-37 - Tolerance interval; Oregon, 90 redds sempled; V

Oreutt gt al.

{1968)

:

21-01.52 24-55

1.27-10,16

Beschutes River

Hange; ldaho, 6 streams in (learwaier

and Saimon diver watershads

83 redds sampied 05
at (.4 ft ahove bed
54 pedds sampled; ¥

measured at the surface




Table 6—Waier depth, velocity, and size of substrate measured in spawning areas of
saimonids —{Continued)
Species Source g Depth Yelocity | Substrate How and where developed Remarks
i
Cm/s  Lentimeters
Sunigier stesthoad .04 -0 E Range; ldaho, 3 streams 46 redds sampled; ¥
geasured at 0.6 fU depth
from surface
Rainbow truutl Swith (3973}§/ 4831 0.68-5.14 Toigrance interval; Oregen, 51 redds sampled; ¥ at
Peschutes River 0.4 ft above bed
Hooper (1973} 21-.33 43482 B4-7 .62 Range,; California, Feather River 10 redds sampled; ¥ at
0.21 above bed
V15 4382 "o Estimated from iterature
Waters (1976) L05-.80 2i-4h . Catifornia, Pit River
Haroman {1965} -- 50490 - 3ritish Columbia, Kootenay Lake
futthroat trout nooper (1973) - 3G-91 16~.564 Range; lalifornia
Cedarhoin JOB- .18 826 e Range; Yashington 3 redds sampled
{in Hunter 1973}
{regident) Hunter (1973} JOg-.27 0 01-38 L64-5.08 Range; Washington, streams 23 redds sampled; V at
3.5-2.0 s 0.4 F% or 0.25-0.30 ft from bed
Hunter (1973} 12-.40 15-58 B4-10.16 Prnge; Washington, streaws 16 redas sampied; ¥V at
5.0-15.0 ft3/S 0.4 ft or 0.25-0.30 ft from hed
drogn Lrout Gmith (197133 724 20-68 547 .62 Tolerance interval; Oregon, 5 115 redds sampled; V at
{Hunter 1973) streams with varying nydraulic 0.4 Tt from bed
conditians
Brown Trogt fhompson (!9?2)§/ 2. 24 21564 - §9-95% confidence interval: Oregon. 115 redds sampled
on & wide vangs of streams
Hooper {1 -- 30-91 847 .82 Range; California
Baves {1974) » 18 40-52 - Estimated from Viterature
feiser and desche (1977) ».08 146 647,62 Middle 80Y% of range; Wyoming. 121 racds sampled; V at
5 small streams 9.6 vt depth from surface

1/unpuh119neﬂ reaort, "The relacionsihip beteeen flow and available salmon spawning gravel on the Mmerican River below

Y. darner. Lalif. Dep. Fisn ang fame Admin., Sacramento, 1953,
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If spawning area is plotted
against streamflow, the
curve will usually show a
rige to a relatively wide
plateau followed by a
gradual decline.

Using the criteria described,
mathods have been developed forx
recommending stream discharges
for spawning. Figures 4 and 5,
taken from Collings {1872},
exenplify the process of depth
and velocity contouring to
determine the ares suitable for
spawning at a given discharge.
Another method {Thompscn 1972)
usges cross channel transects on
spawning bars and consists of
guantifying the width of the
stream at different flows that
meet depth and velocity criteria
{fig. 6. When measureme .t .
have been taken over a wiue
range of flows, a graph is
plotted of flow versus suitable
spawning areas (Collings 1972,
and fig. 7) or usable width
{Thompson 1972, and fig. 8). The
optimum spawning flow is defined
as the discharge at which the
largest spawning avea or usable
width occurs. Detalled descrip-
tions of spawning flow method-
ologies are described by Sams
and Pearson (see footnote 21},
Th@m%§an {1972}, Collings (1972,
1974=" ), Waters {1976), and
Stalnaker and Arnette (1976).

3/

= YUnpublished report, "Gener~
alization of spawning and rearling
diccharges for several Paciflic salmon
specles in weastern Washington,” by M.
R. Collinzs. U.5., Geol. Burv.,, open

flie veport. 1974,
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Figure 4—Exampis of water dapth and veiocity contouring
for one river dist “arge in & study reach of the North
Mamah River (from Collings 1872).
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Flgure 5--Determining area of study reach that is
prefarred for spawning by fall chinook salmon at one

river discharge, Morth Nemah Biver (from Coflings 1872
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Although incubation i1s
inextricably tied to spawning,
the habitat reguirements of
embryos during incubation are
different from those of adults
while spewning and warrant a

separate discussion. When an
adult fish selects a spawning
site, the incubation environment
is also besing selected. Suc~
cessful incubation and emergence
of fry, however, is dependent on
both extragravel and intragravel
chemical, @hVELQaE and hydraulic
parameters--dissol vad oxygen
{pOY, water temperature, bio-
chemical oxygen demand {BOD)} of
material cerried in water and in
substrate, substrate size
{?vxﬁéﬁﬁmgw fineg}), channel
gradient, channel configuration,
water ﬁ@?th {head), surface
water discharge and velocity,
permeability, porosity, and
apparent veloclty in gravel.

ITntercha
atream with t

bed

3,

gravels has been demonstrated by
Stuart (1953}, Sheridan (1962},
Vaux (1962}, Vaux {1962} stated
that the initial source of
oxygen in intragravel water is
the atmosphere and listed the
foagowing three steps for trans-
QOLK of oxygen to the intra-
gravel environment:

° Dissolution of oxygen
through ailr-water interface
into stream water,

@ Transport of oxygenated
water to the stream kottom,

Iinterchange of oxygenated
water from the stream into
the porous gravel intevrior.

Factors that control the
water interchange between
stream and gravel bed are:
stream surface prefile, gravel
permeabiliiy, gravel bed depth,
and irregularity of the stream-~
hed surface {(Vaux 1962, 1968}).
Sheridan (1962} noted in salmon
spawning areas in southeast
Alagka, that ground water con-
tained very little oxygen and

that the oxygen content of
intragravel water decreased with
gravel depth; thus the major
source of oxygen in intragravel
water 1s the stream itself.
Wells and McNeil (1970} attrib-
uted high intragravel oxygen in
pink salmon spawning beds to
high permeability of the sub-
strate and stream gradient.

Intragravel water temper-
atures are similarly influenced
by temperatures of the stream.
R 1gig? {1870} and Ringler and
Hall {1975} observed that temper-
atures of intragravel water
lagged 2-6 h behind those of
surface waters in a%ﬁ&ining
diurnal maximum-=-a function of
the interchange rate of surface
and intragravel water.

hApparent velocity {v
of water moving through
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Figure g Relalion between subsurface water flow 30 om

iy in a controtled-How side channel and main stream
gage readings. The subsurface flow varied with changes
in discharge of the main stream adiacent to the
onirolied-flow sids channel {from Wicketll 1884, courtaesy
the fournal of the Figheries Ressarch Board of

Canagda)

ical levaels

is a function of the hydraulic
head and the permeability of the

gravel {Coble 1561}. Thus, as
depth of surface water increases,

a corresponding increas=z in
apparent V@EQCLty can pe ex~

pe@ﬁcua Wickett (1954} found a
direct relation between gage
height readings in a stream and

subsurface flow {(fig. 9).
Reduction in permeabi. ity from
fine sediment depositicn will

reduce koth the interchange oi
surface and intragravel wate

and the apparent velocity of th@
intragravel water {(Gangmark and
Bakkala 1960, Wickett 13562,

Cooper 1965).

DISSOLVED OXYGEN

Critical concentrations of
dissolved oxygen have been
experimentally determined for
salmonid embrvos at different

of dissolved oxygen for salmonid embryos at various siages of

. Temperature .
i Stage of P 1/ Critical value of
sSource Specias development Days units diszolved oxygen

Mo/l
Wickets (19541 Chum salmon Pra-gyad 0 - 0.72
Pre-egyad 5 - 1.67
Pra-gyed P2 — .14
Faintly syed 85 - 3,70

- » by

Chum salmon - 4.0 ;;*;-»’ 72
- - 4.8 w,1.67
. - 48,0 =114
- - 121.2 5396
- _ 162.1 =370
o - 268.2 5.66
- - 353,40 5.60
- - 452 .4 7oa
Lindrotn o 76
- 5.80
- ¢.00

301

. 7

[32°F) for a peviod « .
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demands (table 7}.

- and Warren {(1965)

the critical levels in
are unreliable, because
s>und that embryos exposed
solved oxygen levels helow
saturation throughout develop-
rient were smaller and that
hatching was delayed or occurred
prematurely. From laboratory
tests with coho, chum, and
chinook, and steelhead eggs by
Alderdice et al., (1958), Silver
et al. {1963), and Shumway et
al, {1964}, the following sum=~
mary of oxygen concentration and
egg development has been pre-
pared:
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& Sac fry from embryos in-
cubated in low and inter-
mediate oxygen concentra-
tions were smalley and
weaker than sac fry reared
at higher concentrations,
and thus they may not
survive as well as largery
fry {Silver et al. 1963, and
figs. 10 and 11}.

Reduced oxygen concentra-
tions lead to smaller newly
hatched fry and a lengthened
incubation period ({Shumway
et al. 1964, and figs. 12

and 13}.

& Low oxygen concentrations
in the early stages of
development may delay
hatching, increase the
incidence of anomalies, or
both., Low oxygen concen-
tration during the latter
stages of development m

stimulate premature hatch-
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Figure 10—Relation between mean lengths of steethead
frout sac fry when hatched and dissolved oxygen
concentrations at which the embryos were incubated at
different water velocities and at 8.5°C {from Silver et al,
1963).
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{able %’*;vwéi;?safazfz%ﬁf 3{,3 of alevins at hateh
KT 31 s {from Brannon 1965)

ing after bei

ing incubated in three

0, concentration {mg/1)
Description 3.0 6.0 11.9
Temperature units to 50%
hatching 1200 1200 1200
Length in millimeters 6.3 18.6 19.7
Yolk sac shape Spherical Longitudinal  Longitudinal
Pigmentation Lightly on On head and On head and
head starting on back
back
Visibility of the Not visible Distinguish-  Readily visible
dorsal and anal fin rays able
Caudal fin development Forming Forming Well advanced
fully saturated with In many streams contalning
Although dissolved incubating salmonid eggs, water
ncentrations reguired temperatures are colder than
=gsful incubation depend 4,5°C during the winter; eggs
on both species and develop- develop normally and successg-
mental stage, concentrations at fully, however, because spawning
or near saturation with tem- and initial embryo development
porary reductiecns no lower than occur when temperatures are
5.0 mﬂfi are rscommended for warmer.
anadromous salmonids. mxtremely cold water and

air temperdturw

can cause

FER = mortality among incubating eggs
FEMPERATURE and fryv by the formation of

There are upper and .ower
temperature limits {thresholds)
for successful incubation of
salmonid eggs {table 3). Combs
and ngrQW% {1957) and Combs
(1965) noted that pink
chinoc cou
ate low
atus ini

ﬁrazil or

water

typical of
may
surface of the
thereby prevent water lnt@rw
change between
addition# ice
can impede

spawning
ng

that
dewater
sequent meltl
cause floodlike
resulting in th
scouring of

sxpetriment,
7y found eggs in

;‘iflffé
f‘(,i \g

wﬁlzd

anchor ice that reduces
terﬁhangva Anchor ice
nwznaliy forms in shallow watex
spawning areas and

completely blanket fhe

planting
Waesche (1°

0

substrate and

atream and gravel.

dams may form
flow or even
areas. Sub-
of the dam may
conditions
displacement
redds., in an

Relse:
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Figure 17-—Fetation between apparent velocity and embryo
survival (from Coble 1861}

SUBSTRATE MATERIALS

Spawning bed materials also
influence the development and
emergence of fry. Permeability
of the substrate (the ability of
a material to transmit fluids)
sets the range of subsurface
water velocities {Wickett 1962),
Low permeabilities result in
lower apparent velocities and
reduced oxygen delivery to and
metabolite removal from the
eggs. Wickett {1958) found that
survival of pink and chum
salmon eggs was related to
permeability {(fig. 18}). MeNeil
and Ahnell (1964} concluded that
highly productive spawning
streams had gravels with high
permeability. Permeability was
high (24,000 cm/h} when bottom

materials had less than 5 percent

{by volume) sands and silts that
passed through a 0.833 mm sieve
and was relatively low {less
than 1 300 em/h} when fine
sediments made up more than 15
percent of the bottom material,

egssful fry emergence is
by excessive amounts of

hin

sand the gravel.
Even wwhryw@ may hatch
& nd ﬁwv survival will be
DoOCr v cannot emerge.
Roskl evaminsd redds
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Figure 18— OGbasrved relation reported by Wickett (1988)
between permeability of spawning beds and survival of
pink and chum salmon 1o the migrant fry stage (from
MeNell and Ahnasll 1964).
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Figure 19— Parceniage amergence of fry from newly
fertitizad eggs In gravelsand mixtures. Fine sedimant was
granitic sand with particles less than 8.4 mm.

where eggs had developed nor-
mally but the hatched frv were
unable to emerge because of
sediment. Phillips et al.
{T§?S§ found an inverse relaticon
atween gmathty of fine sedi-
m@ﬂt@ and fry emergence. Bjornn
{1969) and McCuddin (1977}
demonstrated that survival and
: ence of chinook salmon and
,he’d embryos were reduced
when sediments less than 6.4 mm
in dl&mmi@x made up 2025 per-
caent or more of the substrate
{figs., 19 and 20}.
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