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TABLE 3-19 

Paxson Wayside 2 ( 2 3 )  
N = 6  

Byerrs Lake 10 (4%) 
N - 22 

L a k e  L o u i s e  
N = 2 3  

Benali Highway 
N =: 20 

Togal Number 
Responding 
Yes  80 

PARTIZS ' ACTIVITIES BY S XTE BY MONarH 
September, 1984 

SOURCE: Harza-Ebasco Computer RUG,  SAS Program "Survey 01 :" Februa ry ,  1985. 

NOTE: Row percents ( i n  parentheses)  t o  t h e  r i g h t  af ac tua l  numbers  represent the  p e r c e n t  o f  respondents a< e a i c  - & i e  
who participzted i n  t h e  var ious  a c t i v i t i e s .  Percentages do n o t  t o t a l  100 hecause respondents participated i~ 
more t h a n  one activity a t  each s i t e ,  

4 2 4 4 8 4 / ~ ~ &  



Table 3-20  

PARTEES BY SITE 

Rumber af Parties 

Tangle Lakes Carapground 

Paxssw Lake Campground 

Brushkana Campground 

Tangle  River Campgrouod 

L a k e  L s u i s e  Campground 

B y e r s  Lake Campground 

Paxson Wayside 

Deaali Highway Milepost  

SOURCE: Barza-Ebascn Computer Run, SAS Program "Survey 01," February ,  1985. 

NOTE: Percentage does not t ~ t a l  100 p e r c e n t  dur @o rounding.  



T a b l e  3-21 

PARTIES AND PEOPLE AT SITES BWMOWTH 

a u g u s t  

T a n g l e  Lakes 

Paxsoan Lake 

SOURCE: Harza-Ebasco Computer Run, SAS Program "Survey 01," February,  1985. 

MOTE : a/ Percent  does n o t  t o t a l  100 d u e  t o  r o u n d i n g .  



only 6 p e r c e n t  ( 3 4 )  named Denali National Pa rk  and  t h e  remaining 3 percent 

( 8 8 )  sa id  hame o r  Valdez, 

Parties' main destinations by s i t e s ,  When t h e  s i t e s  were examined as  t h e  
. m P  ---- 
main destination of par t ies  surveyed ,  Tangle Lakes Campground had t h e  

g r e a t e s t  percentage  ( 2 2 % )  of those  who had one of t h e  s u r v e y  s i t e s  as a main 

destination. The f ew  p a r t i e s  which were headed for: DenaLi ~ational P a r k ,  

Vs ldez ,  or  home were evenly  d i s t r i b u t e d  among t h e  sites as were t h e  g rea t e r  

naabers o f  people who were unsu re  of where t h e y  were go ing  ( see  T a b l e  

3-22),  

3 For a11 parties, t h e  mast f r e q u e n t  l e n g t h  

o f  s tay  r t  a s i t e  was  one t o  t h r ee  days .  That is, 83 p e r c e n t  ( 4 8 5 )  o f  a l l  

p a r ~ i e s  stayed where t h e y  were f o r  1 t o  3 days. Fourteen p e r c e n t  (801 

s tayed  f o r  4 to 7 days ,  and 3 percen t  (20)  stayed fo r  more t han  1 week. The 

rnaximum length of s t a y  by any p a r t y  at. a s i t e  was t w o  months and t h i s  was 

r e p o r t e d  by t w o  parties, 

The s i t e s  where par t ies  stayed t h e  Isagest 

( f rom two weeks t e  three months) were Tangle Lakes and  Tang%e River  

campgrounds and o t h e r  places (mileposts) a long  t h e  Denali Highway. A s  shorn 

ia T a b l e  3-23, of those people who stayed 1 or 2 days (but not necessarily 

o v e r n i g h t ) ,  t h e  grea tes t  number stayed at Paxson Lake ( 2 4 % ) ,  Tangle Lakes  

( 2 2 I ) ,  and Brushkana (16%) campgrounds. 

3 , 3 , 3 , 9  ~ i s i t s r s '  residences.  The res idence  o f  aPk visitors is p r e s e n t e d  i n  

Tab le  3-5. As shown, 33 percen t  ( 6 9 1 )  of the  p a r t y  members came from t h e  

Anchorage area, 28 percent  (582)  from o the r  U.S. s t a t e s ,  1 4  p e r c e n t  ( 4 1 1 )  

from the  Fairbanks area, 8 percent ( 1 7 7 )  from other par ts  of Alaska, 7 

percen t  (154)  from the  at--Su/Railbelt areas,  and 4 p e r c e n t  ( 9 3 )  from 

foreign c o u n t r i e s .  



Table 3 - 2 2  

PARTIES QBESTINATIBMS 

Pawson Lake 

Baxson wayside 

,-- 

SOURCE: Harl~a-Ebasco Computer Run, SAS Program "Survey 01 ," F e b r u a r y ,  1985. 

NOTES: Column percents  a r e  below a c t u a l  numbers i n  each c e l l .  
z/ Percentage does not t o t a l  190 due  t o  r ound ing .  



PARTIES' LENGTH OF STAY BY S ITE  

Paxson Lake 

Paxssn  Wayside 

-- 

SOURCE: Hsrza-Ebasco C m p u t e r  Run, SAS Program "Survey 01," Februa ry ,  1985. 

NOTES: Column percen t s  a re  betow actual numbers i i l  each c e l l .  
Z/ Percentage does not total due t o  r ound ing .  



e " 

V i s i t o r s '  residences by site. To f i n d  out whether people from p a r t x c - % l a *  
--<-*- V - . - - _ - _ _ I _ _ Y _ _ ( _ - . I _ ^ _ _ _ _ _ )  

regicns of ~laska,L/ from ather  U.E. s t a t e s ,  or from o t h e r  countries . 

t e n d e d  t o  v i s i t  or S a v o r  particular s i t e s ,  each s i t e  was considered in t e r ~ ~ s  

of t h e  home res idences  GPR t h e  visitsro, The r e s u l t s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  in T a b l e  

3-24.  A s  s h o r n ,  peop le  from t he  Anchorage area and  from o t h e r  s t a t e s  

comprised the  parties with t h e  greates t  representa t ion  a t  seven o f  t h e  e i g h t  

s i t e s  i n  t h e  s u r v e y ,  namely, Tangle  Lakes, Tangle R ive r ,  Paxson Lake,  

Brushkana ,  Eyers Lake and Lake L o u i s e  campgrounds and pull-offs along t h e  

Dentali Highway. visitors t o  Paxson Wayside d i f f e r e d  substantially w i t h  t h e  

greatest percentages from t h e  Fairbanks area and o t h e r  reg ions  o f  Alaska. 

V i s i t o r s  from t h e  Anchorage area comprised from 8 t o  5 2  p e r c e n t  of those  

p re sen t  a t  each s i t e  with rhe grea tes t  percentage at Lake Louise Campground 

s n d  t h e  lowest percentage at Paxson Wayside. v i s i t o r s  from ehe  Fairbanks 

area comprised from 1 t o  59 percent  o f  those  present a t  each s i t e  w i t h  t h e  

greaeest percentage staying at Paxson klayside and t h e  smaller percen tages  

v i s i t i n g  Byers Lake arid Lake Louise carnpgrc~unds. People from o t h e r  s t a t e s  

accounted for from 12 to 56 percen t  of t h e  visitors to each s i t e  with t h e  

greatese percentage visiting Byers Lake Campground and t h e  smaller 

percentage visiting Paxson Wayside. Percentages of visitors t o  each s i t e  

f i r o m  t h e  f at-Su/~ai?belt area, o the r  regions of Alaska, and from f o r e i g n  

countries accounted f o r  15  percent  or less  of all visitors t o  each s i t e .  

S i n c e  Anchorage a r ea  r e s i d e n t s  and  

v i s i t o r s  from o the r  s t a t e s  were t h e  two groups with the g r e a t e s t  representa- 

t i o n  at the study area s i t e s  d u r i n g  the survey period, a breakdam of 

visitors' residences tc s p e c i f i c  sites by month i s  p r e s e n t e d  in tables 3-25 

to 3-27, 

L/ The reg ions  af Alaska a re  identified and t h e  boundaries o f  each region 
a re  cutlined in Appendix D. 



VIS I$ '""TTDEMCES BY SITE 
July t t ,  &'n September,  1994 

Taagle Lakes 

Lake $ouisea 

~ e n a l  i Highway 

Ocher 
Regions 

of Alaska 
U,S, Fore ign  

S t a t e s  Countries TOTAL 

SOURCE: Harza-Ebasco Computer Run, SAS Program '"urvey 01 ," F e b r u a r y ,  1985. 

NOTE : Row percents are  i n  pa ren theses  to t h e  r i g h t  cf ac tua l  numbers i n  each c e l l .  
Results for Byers Lake and Lake L o u i s e  may n o t  a ccu ra t e ly  represent  residences o f  visitors 
because sampling was not random. 



.-- 

Baxsow Wayside 

$2 
#%@. 
&sd Brushkana Campground 

Byers Lake Campground 

Lake Louise Campground 

SOUR@E : Harza-Ebaseo Computer Run, SAS Program ' 'Survq 0% @ @  February 1685, 

NOTES: Row percents are  in parentheses t o  t h e  right of actual number i n  each cell.. 
Results for Byers Lake and Lake Louise may nat accurately represent  residences of visitors 
because sampling was not  randam, 
21 Percent are noE t o t a l  100 due t o  rounding. 



v P S T T O S  ' RES HDENCES ' '" S TTE 
Aasigl~s t ,  1984 

Paxson Lake Campground 

Paxson wayside 

Brushkana @ampground 

Byers Lake Campground 

Lake ~ a u i s e  @ampground 

SOURCE : Harza-Ebasco Computer Bun, SAS Program "Survey 01 ," February, 1985. 

NOTES: Row percents ate i n  parentheses to the r i g h t  of actual  numbex. in each c e l l .  
Resales for  Byers Lake and Lake Louise may no t  accurately  represent resideaces o f  v i s i t o r s  
because sampling was nee random. 
51 Percen t  are n o t  total 100 due t o  rounding .  



VIS ZTOB ' U S  IDENCES BY S ITE 
September, 1984 

Tangle  Lakes Cmggroun 

T a n g l e  River Cmpground 

Baxson Eake C r n p g r ~ ~ n d  

Paxsoe Ways Ede 

Brushkana Cmpground 

Byerg Lake Campground 

E a k e  Lou i se  Gmpground 

SOURCE: Harza-Ebascs CmpuQer Run, ShS Program "Survey 81 , " FFe$rlaary, 1985, 

NOTES: Row percents are in parentheses to the  r i g h t  of actubl number i n  each c e l l .  
R e s u l t s  fo r  Byers  Lake and Lake Louise  may n o t  accurately  represent residences of visitors 
because sampling wa9 no% random. 
51 Percent  a re  not total 100 due to r o u n d i n g .  



As s11c~a1 in T a b l e  3-25, in J u l y ,  Anchorage area res idents  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  

11igkest percentage of visitors t o  t h e  Tang le  River  Campground ( 4 5 % )  and 

Brushkana Campground ( 2 9 2 1 ,  Pairbanks r e s i d e n t s  accounted f o r  most o f  t h e  

P a x s a n  Wayside ( 4 9 X )  arad Pexssn Lake 6ampgrc;sund visitors ( 3 0 % ) ,  Othe r  U S e  

r e s i d e n t s  represented most o f  t h e  Denali Highway milepost ( 4 6 % )  and  T a n g l a  

L:?kes Campground ( 42%)  visitors. 

In August, as ~ h ~ m  in Table  3 - 2 6 ,  Arrshorage r e s i d e n t s  accoun ted  f o r  t h e  

h i g h e s t  percentage of \vis i tors  t o  Tangle Lake Campground (38%) ,  Tangle River 

Campground ( 4 3 x 1 ,  and Brushkana Campground ( 4 7 % ) .  Fairbanks was t h e  r t s i -  

d@nce  of t h e  highest: percentage o f  Psxson Wayside visitors (38%) .  O t h e r  

O.S. res idents  accounted f o r  t h e  h ighes t  percentage of visitation a t  Paxson 

Lake Campground ( 3 2 x 1  and a t  Denali Highway m i l e p o s f ~ s  (49%). 

In September, as shown i n  Tab le  3-27,  A ~ c h o r a g e  area residents were t h e  most 

frequent visitors a t  a l l  campgrounds expect Paxson wayside, where Fairbanks 

r e s i d e n t s  were more f r equen t  (55%) .  A t  Denali ~ i g h w a y  mileposts , ~ a r - S u /  

 ailb belt Area and ~airbsnks Area residents were t h e  gnost f r e q u e n t  visitors 

( 2 4 %  and 23% respectively). 

Answers to demographic and attitudinal quest i c r r  showed that 68 percent  of 

t h e  raspondents were male and that more than 50 percen t  of t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  

were professionals/r.achnicians/managers or r e t i r ee s .  Approximately 50 pe r -  

cen t  were alss from t h e  Anchorage and Fairbanks areas and fsm o t h e r  U,S, 

s t a t e s ,  

s ix ty - fou r  percent: of t h e  respondents had n o t  p r e v i o u s l y  visited t h e  s i t e s  

they were surveyed at in 1984 and an equal percentage expected t h i s  t o  be 

their l a s t  visit in ]k984* Brushkana, P a x s ~ n  Lake, and '&'angle Rives  camp- 

grounds  were where t h e  g rea tes t  percentages of those  returning t o  a s i t e  f o r  

t h e  second ( o r  more) time were staying. 



kespsnsee  to questions on s a t i s f ac t i oa  w i t h  s i t e s  showed t h a t  respondents 

P g ~ x s s i ~  hlayside w $ r e  l e a s t  satisfied with that s i t e  and most f r e q u e n t l y  

:i,entioa~eci t h e  l ack  QE a koat  ramp as t h e  source of t h e  dissatisfactione 

Reagc, i d e n t a  at Byers Lake and Brushkana campgrounds were nos %: s a t i s f i - e d e  
-1 

hven sa,  t h e  eroded condition o f  t h e  lake t r a i l  at Byers  Lake Campground and  

t h e  l a ck  o f  firewood a t  Brushkana Cawpground were noted as sources  of 

dissatisfactioa, 

Ac a l l  s i t e s ,  except t h e  DenaLi nighway mileposts, respondents showed a 

greater desire f o r  changes than  t h e  overall dissatisfaction with each s i t e  

k ~ o u l d  i n d i c a t e .  A boat ramp and more level ground headed t h e  l i s t  of 

des i r ed  changes repor ted  by respondents a t  Paxson Wayside. The need f o r  

r ' i revood was mentioned most often by Brushkana and Byers Lake campground 

respondents although, those at Byers Lake Campground, a l s o  wanted Denali 

S t a t e  Park  c losed t o  hunting. Seventy-one percent o f  a l l  respondents waaeed 

additional recreational opportunities in southcentral Alaska and  campgrounds 

were noted more than twice as aften as any other new recraational 

opportunity , 

P a r t y  s i zes  ranged from 1 to 30 persons  with 1 "a 2 p e r s o n  pa r t i e s  o c c u r r i n g  

n e a r l y  50 percent  of t h e  time. Alllnale parties made up 2 1  percen t  of t h e  

parries whereas all-female parties occur red  o n l y  1 percen t  o f  t h e  time and 

6 3  percent  of the parties d i d  not include c h i l d r e n .  

The t r i p  length o f  the  grea tes t  percentage of t h e  p a r t i e s  ( 3 6 % )  was four to 

seven days, Shorter t r i p s  (1 to 3 days) were made by 28 perceat o f  t h e  

parties. The t r a v e l  patterns of those visiting t h e  study s i res  were 

impra 'c t ical  to aggregate and categorize because t h e  greates t  percentage of 

people came from and were headed to d i v e r s e  locations. The second l a rges t  

percentages of people came from their homes or were headed home. 

The most widely used accomodat ions  at a l l  s i r e s  (except Denali Highway 

milepas t Locations) were campers, t r a i l e r s ,  and/or  R V s .  A t  t h e  milepost 

locatioas, tents were used  most o f t e n .  



'The three  a t p t i v i t i . e s  pursued mast o f t e n  by t h e  p a r t i e s  at a l l  s i t e s  12 

camping, f i s h i n g ,  and  s i g h ~ s e e i n g ,  These same a c t i v i t i e s  were p u r s u e d  mrst 

o f t e n  at Tangle Lakes,  Tangle River ,  and Paxson Lake campgr2unds a n d  Paxsort 

Wayside. The t o p  ranking a c t i ~ r i t i e s  at v a r j o u s  p h c o s  wepe as follows: 

Brushkana Campground - camping, fishing, and h i k i n g ;  B y e r s  Lake Campground -* 

camping, h i k i n g ,  and sightseeing; Lake Louise  Caapgrocnd camping,  f i s h i n g ,  

sightseeing and  berrypicking; and milepost locations - camping and E i s i ~ i n g  

w i t h  hunting, h i k i g g ,  sightseeing, and berrypicking h11 c lose  b e h i n d .  S i n c e  

huntiog, powerbcating, b e r r y p i c k i n g ,  water sports and t o  some e x t e n t ,  

aff-road d r i v i n g  depend on weather and o the r  environmental conditions, i t  i s  

n o t  surprising that participation in t t ~ e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  v a r i e d  by month o f  t h e  

surnnaer. As might be expected,  hunting a t  a l l  s i t e s  increased in September 

when moose hunting season opened ~ n d  water sports t ended  t o  decrease at mast 

s i%es  as t h e  co lde r ,  f a l l  weather apprswshad. 

Over the e n t i r e  su rvey  period, t he  greates t  percentage o f  parties s tayed  at 

Tangle  Lakes ( 2 2 % ) ,  Panaon lake  (22%)  and Brushkana (162)  campgrounds. 

During t h e  months of July, August , and September,  these s i t e s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  

be  more heavily used than o t h e r  s i t e s  except Brushkana Campground where use 

dropped substantially in Septmber. However, there  were considerable 

f iuetuations in a l l  use depending on the month and t h e  attraction of 

particular seasonal a c t i v i t i e s .  

Survey s i tes  were the  main destinatioas of 36 p e r c e n t  of t h e  s u r v e y  

participants and of these  s i t e s ,  Tangle Lakes Campground w a s  t h e  

deseinatian af t h e  g rea tes t  percenrage ( 2 2 % )  of parties. At  a l l  s i t e s ,  8.3 

p e r c e n t  of t h e  par t i es  stayed 1 to 3 days. Where p a r t i c u l a r  s i t e s  were 

concerned, parties stayed t h e  longest at Tangle Lakes Campground and along; 

t h e  Dcnali Highway roadside. Parties stayed t h e  s h o r t e s t  amount of time 

(ans to t w o  days) at Paxson Lake Campground. 

34ast af t h e  visitors t o  the s i t e s  (70%) came from t h e  Anchcrage a rea ,  o t h e r  

U.S. s t a t e s ,  and t h e  Fairbanks area.  A t  seven o f  t he  e i g h t  s i t e s ,  t h e  

greatest percentages were from t h e  Anchorage Rrea and from o t h e r  s t a t e s .  



Only  Parson Wayside had khe grea tes t  number o f  visitors from in2  airb banks 

;*re& and  o r h e r  regions df Alaska. OveraL1, visitors from p09.r. ' i c u l a r  areas 

Co t he  d i f f e r a n t  s i t e s  varied substantially by month. 
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APPENDIX A 

WCMATEON SURVEY 

QUESTIONNAIRE 





SURVEY PURPOSE: This survey is being conducted to collect information about how recreational 
facilities in selected areas are being used. 

!bjpIO WILL USE THE INFORMATION: The information will be provided to two lend management 
agencies, 'J.S. Burcau of Land Management and Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources. and to the Alaska Power Authority for consideraiio~ in their study 
of a hydroelactric project in this area. 

130W 'TO RETURN THE SURVEY: 
In Parsan - Return the survey tn the person who is distributing sllrveys, or 
Drop Bax - A drop box is provided at bulletin bosrds in area campgrounds where 

the suwey i s  distributed, or 
By Meil - bold the survey and return by mail (no stamp is needed). 

THANK YOU 

kEt  'ON IOWBI3d 



APPENDIX B 





APPENDIX 6 

MCMA"aFEONL USE ESTIMTBS 



W G ~ k ~ T P O H U  USE ESTXWamS 

The observation data  from t h e  r e c r e ~ t i o n  survey provided a basis  fo r  

est imetirag total recreational use (omitting lodge-related visitors and  

a c t i v i t i e s )  f a r  s i tes  surveyed -i:hin the s t u d y  area d u r i n g  t h e  peak 

recreational season from July 1 througtl September 15, 1984. These estimates 

were disaggsegrated t o  more s p e c i f i c  places (such as Brushkana ~anapground)  

w L e n i n  t h e  s t u d y  area and more s p e c i f i c  times (e.g., months cr weekends). 

Caution was used in disaggregating estimates s ince  a reduction in t h e  da ta  

base s i z e  increases che maximum standard error  and reduces t h e  reliability 

of i a fomat ioa  derived from the data, 

The estimates of t o t a l  recreation use presented here represent  a compromise 

between i n f o m a t i o n  needs and the  data base s i ze .  Accordingly, t h e  study 

area was d i v i d e d  into three subareas called Brushkana, Tangles ,  and Paxscn. 

The Bmshkana subarea extends from Butte Lake Trail (milepost 94)  along t h e  

Denali Highway t o  the outskiits o f  Cantwell (milepost 130). T h e  Tangles 

subarea extends along t he  Denaai Highway from Baxson (milepost 0)  to t h e  

MacLasen River (milepost; 42). The Paxson subarea includes t h e  Paxson Lake 

Campground and its -access road and the Paxson Wayside and i t s  access r o a d ,  

The time p e r i o d s  were reduced to allow comparison of weekends ( t h e  peak use 

~ e r i a d s )  w i t h  weekday u s e *  For example, t h i s  resulted in 274 a$servatians 

used to estimate total recreation use in t h e  Brushkana subarea f o r  weekends 

from July 1 through September 15. Any f u r t h e r  reduction in t h e  data base 

(by geographic area o r  time) would jeopardize t h e  reliability o f  estimates. 

~stimates of totab recreation use for subareas and times from t h e  recreation 

survey were then compared t o  conclusions about recreation uses found in  he 

ISER survey (1985). The comparisons were used  t o  refine, when necessary, 



h e  estimates o f  recreation use in t h e  recreat ion s t u d y  area, Tlne 

camparism of these estimates o f  demand t, t h e  availability s f  same 

recreation % a s i % i t % e s  i s  also b r i e f  by d i s c u s s e d ,  

Estimate of Recreation Use 

Estimates sf recreation w e  are  expansions of observed u s e  de tz ra in t ld  

through the  multiplication o f  t h e  number o f  observed p a r t i e s  by the  ratio of 

poss ib l e  observation days t o  actual observation days. For example, t o  

estimate t h e  total number of p a r t i e s  using the  Brushkana subarea on F r i d a y s  

(between J u l y  1 and September 151, t h e  number of observed parties (50)  were 

multiplied by t he  ratio of possible observation days ( 6 4  ~ r i d a y s )  t o  ac tua l  

observation days (9 ~ r i d a y s ) .  Therefore, the  number of parries estimated t o  

use  the  subarea cn t h e  14 Fridays in t h e  study period was 80 (50 multiplied 

by 1 . 4 ) .  TO estimate haw many of t h e  80 parties camped in t h e  subarea on 

F r i d a y  nights, the total number of parties (80) was multiplied by t h e  

percent  of respondents who were camping ( 6 5 % ) .  Hence, f o r  example, 52 

parties were estimated t o  camp in the  subarea on Friday nights during t h e  

s t u d y  p e r i o d ,  Tc determine the total number of people visiting er camping 

i n  t h e  subarea ( 7 3 )  the number o f  parties (52) was multiplied by t h e  average 

p a r t y  s i z e  (1.4) .  

~ecreation use rate estimates f o r  the total survey area and subareas are  

presen ted  in Table C-l. As sham, for t h e  entire survey per iod ,  about 4,000 

parties cr over 5,500 people  were estimated to have used t h e  s i t e s  surveyed 

in t h e  study area. Most nf the use (53%)  occurred in t h e  Tangles subarea 

while 33 percent  occurred in the  Pnxson subarea and 15 percent occurred in 

t h e  Brushkana subarea. Approximately 2,600 of t h e  parties (over  3,600 

people)  were camping. 

~pproximately 50 percen t  o f  the recreational use occurred on weekends, 

~ r i d a y  through Sunday. Weekend use during the  survey period was estimated 

to be over 2,100 parties or  abou t  3,900 people.  O f  these, over 1,300 



TABLE @-1 

ESTXMATEB WCWATIOW USE 
( P A K ~ X E S  )a/ 

Subarea 

b/ Weekends- 

Number Percent Number Percent 
A b b  Users 
P 

Number Percent Number Percent 

TOTAL 

Source: Derived from results  of Harza-Ebasco Computer Runs, SAS Pr0gra.m 
"Survey 01", February  1985. 

Notes : 51 Parties average l .Lb people each. 
b/ Friday, Saturday and Sunday. 

Percentage does not t o t a l  100 due to round ing .  



~ar&k:% OP nearly 1,900 people were camping. The percentages o f  weekend t.Eie 

seeurring i a  each subarea were approximakely t h e  same as fax* ~ o t a %  u8e0 

These use eatimages are n o t  d i r e c t l y  comparable wieh  any ocher  existirug 

s t u d y ,  However, E A ~  11~8 t i t u t e  20r Soc ia l  and Economic Research ( ISER) 

published a report i ~ r  ear ly  1985 t h a t  estimated camping along t h e  Oenali  

Highway by Alaskan r a i l b e l t  (Ancharape t o  Fairbanks)  residents, The ZSER 

estimates waulld no t  be expected tc correspond to estimates in t h i s  report  

because of  t h e  foliowing: 

8 ZSEB omitted nm-Alaskan usera,  

a ISET's thfee  study subareas s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  Denali Highway were 

larger than  t he  two relevant recreation subareas (19rushkana end 

Tangles), 

o LSER's survey asked about camping f o r  the  entire year, and 

0 ISER's survey es t iatated households that camp r a  they than camping 

parties.  

MeverthaLess, since one of the differences betweerr the  ISEK survey reduces 

t h e  estimate of users and three would probably increase t h e  estimate 

(camparad to the recreation survey), there should not be substantial 

differences between estimates, 

The recreation survey estimates about 1,800 camping parties  in t h e  Brushkana 

and Tangles aubarees. The ISER r epor t  estimates from 2,060 t o  3,830 house- 

holds  p a r k i c i p a ~ e d  in camping on or near the. Denali Highway in all of 1984. 

The reereat ion survey eseinnates are near the low end of the  ISER estimates. 

The differences in methodology and standard errors inherent in any estimates 

would e a s i l y  account f o r  the  differences. The comparison does not warrant 

changing t he  recreation survey estimates. 



Results from both the recreasion survey and the I S E R  su rvey  suggept that t h e  

nuaber of cecreatianists u s i n g  t h e  recreation s t u d y  area is not l a rge  

compared to many areas of Alaska. To complete t h e  recreation deroand/supply 

aaalysis t h e  adequacy o f  facilities t o  meet daoand nus t be examined. 

Ear l ie r  seetians dee;& with usersB satisfactioa wieh facilities and observed 

u s e  rates. In t h i s  section, the  concentration is on t h e  e s t i m a t e  of campers 

f a r  the  t o t a l  survey season and weekends (peak dernand p e r i o d s ) .  These 

estimates are  compared to t h e  number o f  formal. and informal camping s i t e s  

available t o  campers. 

The number o f  formally established camping s i tes  within t h e  recrea t ion  study 

area was 61, with 4 of these desi.gned f o r  p i c n i c k i n g  rather than c a v i n g .  

By subarea, Brushkana had 16 s i tes ;  Tangles,  21 s i t e s ;  and Paxson, 24 s i t e s .  

I f  camping demand for t he  en t i r e  season i s  compared to the  number of s i r e s  

available, i t  appeared that t he  number o f  s i t e s  are  adequate. With in  t h e  

Brushkana subarea the  number of campers f o r  t h e  study p e r i o d  ( 4 0 0 )  was only 

3 3  percent  of the campsites available (1,200) over t h e  75-day-period; Using 

t h e  same method t o  eernpute capacity and demand, t h e  Paxson subarea was used  

s t  47 percent  capacity and the  Tangles subarea at 87 p e r c e n t  capacity. 

Another way to examine capacity and demand is to study peak demand per iods  

(weekends). Within the Brushkana subarea, t he re  were nearly 250  campers 

fa r  a 47 percent  use of the over 500 campsites available throughout t h e  

survey period. The weekend use rate in t h e  Paxson subarea was 63 p e r c e n t ;  

i t  was 87 percent in t h e  Tangles area. The weekend lase rates increased over 

total seasonal rates fQg the Brushkana and Paxson subareas, but not f o r  t h e  

Tangles subarea, i n d i c a t i n g  that use of the  Tangles subarea fluctuated less 

than in the other  tws subareas, 

This comparison sf demand with capac i ty  i n d i c a t e d  that t h e  Tang les  subarea 

was in t h e  greates t  danger o f  frequently being overcrowded and t h a t  t h e  



e t h e r  t w o  subareas would seldom be overcrswded, T h i s  conclusisn, h ~ w e . ~ ? e r ,  

ignores  some important characteristics of t h e  subareas. The Tangles  s u b a r e a  

had a large number of areas s u i t a b l e  EOP camping, even though t h e y  were n o t  

fsmah s i t e s .  w i t h i n  a one mile radius o f  t h e  established campgrounds, 

s u i c a b l e  s i t e s  for camping number a t  least three times t h e  number o f  formal 

s i t e s .  F u r t h e r  from t h e  formal campgrounds there  are  numerous gravel  p i t s ,  

pull-offs, and trailheads that o f f e r  s u i t a b l e  campsites. Many o f  these 

locatioas are a t t r a c t i v e  enough, visually or  because of recreation opportun- 

i t i e s ,  t o  draw campers, even when t h e  formal s i tes  are not b e i n g  u s e d  a t  

capaci ty .  Therefore, rhough the f o m a l ,  established campground s i t e s  may be  

f e ~ q e r  thaw t h e  number of campers d a r i n g  peak demand perisds, t h e  area can 

absorb  overflow easily and without creating h a r d s h i p s  to caspers. 

]in contrast, the Paxson subarea appears to easily meet camping demands b u t  

has characteristics that: modify t h i s  c o n c l u s i o ~ ~ .  First, t he  subarea is 

subject to more variation in use,  producing h i g h e r  peak demands r e l a t i v e  to 

its f a i r l y  high constant demand. Secondly, there  are very few s i t e s  suit- 

able for camping that are not, established in t h e  campground or as a p i c n i c  

s i t e .  Las~ly, distribution of demand within t h e  subarea shows Paxson 

Wayside, which has only  17 percent of the campsites with little overflow 

capacity, rece iv ing  32 percent of t h e  demand. These characteristics make 

t h e  Paxsan subarea the one most likely to be overcrowded, creating h a r d s h i p s  

for canqers, 

The Brushkana subarea is in the best position of t h e  three to meet demand, 

Demand by campers is the least of t h e  three subareas, r e l a t i v e  to capac i ty ,  

and peak demand periods show o n l y  moderate increases over Ion&-t e m  demand. 

hdditionally , t h e  Brushkana subarea's characteristics are  much like 

~ a n g l e s ' ,  with an ability to prov ide  numerous s i t e s  as suitable alternatives 

to the campground s i t e .  
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SOURCE: A L A S K A  DEPARTMENT OF LABOR. 
AESEPRCH 4 N 8  ANALYSIS SECTION. ALL Q"r'ME AAREI~S OF' A L A S K A  
U.S. CENSUS MAPS PROVIDED IN 1983 W E R E  G O Q E D  TOGETHER AS 
POPWLATllOM OVERVIEW, JPJ'IUARY 1985 O T H E R  A L A S K A  A R E A S .  


