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CERTIFICATE OF INELIGIBILITY
TLAMAAS
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
BLM #AA-11786

I. Jacob Lestenkof, Area Director, Bureau of Indian Affairs,
pursuant to the authority vested in me by 43 CFR 2653.5(h),
hereby issue a Certificate of Ineligibility to Bering Straits
Native Corpgration for TJlamaas as a historic place wunder
Section 14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of
December 18, 1971 (85 Stat. 688: 43 U.S.C. 1601 (1976)), for the

following reason:

The site fails to meet the definition contained

in 43 CFR 2653.0-5(b) for a historical place.

This certificate and accompanying report will be submitted to the
Bureau of Land Management which, pursuant to 43 CFR 2653.5(k) and

(1), will issue an appealable decision on the application.

» / }

|
/T Area Director

vated: D FRY 4
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CLAIMS EXAMINER'S CERTIFICATE
TLAMAAS
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
BLM #AA-11786

I, Stanley J. Casey, hereby certify the following to be true and correct

to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I reviewed this report of the field investigation and data supplied

»
by Field Investigators, Archeologists, their field notes, and research;

That the conclusions contained in the Claims Examiner's report are based

on an accurate analysis of my findings;

That my recommendations are valid and consistent with the guidance con-

tained in 43 CFR 2650, et seq.

Certified this ii‘f&_ day of __» 1984,

Claims

Reviewed and approved by: C;%éo;égéég;f;ii /<

(Aetyis) Claims Examining Officer

Date: ledqﬁhtf.g ,1984
J



I.

CLAIMS EXAMINER'S REPORT
TL.AMAAS
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
BLM #AA-11786

FINDINGS OF FACT

1.

2.

Bering Straits Native Corporation submitted its application
for a historic place pursuant to Section 14(h)(1) of the
Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971
(85 Stat. 688; 43 U.S.C. 1601 (1976)), and in accordance with
43 CFR 2650. Included with the application were a written
description and map depicting the lands selected, and a state-
ment describing the significance of the site. The site is
reported as the westernmost mountain on the'kaltag Portage,
and 1ts significance 1is as a landmark to people who
historically used and lived along the portage. (Exhibit 2)

The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) 1investigated the area
selected in 1980. The historic use of the Kaltag Portage for
trade, the existence of a trading village (Ulukuk) near the
base of the hills, and the mountain's use as a landmark are
well documented. Additionally, the mountain was found to be a
source of materials for knives (ulus) and to be assoclated
with a hunchback man from Ulukuk (Exhibits 1 and 3). Neither
the Kaltag Portage nor Ulukuk village site were selected as
historic places. (Exhibits 1 and 3 and case reports on file
in the BIA-ANCSA Office)

The BIA located the site within the area selected. On-the-
ground reconnaissance of the mountaintop disclosed no slate
quarry or any other Native cultural evidence.

(Exhibits 1 and 3)



II. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Physical features and history of the site indicate it derives
its significance from its proximity to lands that are impor-
tantly assoclated with historic events, activities, or
persons, rather than being the actual lands upon which any
historic event or activity occurred or the actual lands direc-
tly associated with historical or cultural events or persons.
The site derives its significance solely as a landmark and
geographic feature and, thus, fails to meet the definition of
a historical place contained in 43 CFR 2653.0-5(b).

2. In accordance with 43 CFR 2653.5(j), the BIA has marked the
site on the ground and ideuntified on a map the location and
size (approximately 320 acres) of the site with sufficient
clarity to enable the Bureau of Land Management to locate the
mountaintop (Exhibit 1). It has consulted with the
National Park Service and the Bureau of Land Management
(Exhibits 3 and 4) and can certify the site exists. However,
it can neither certify that the site meets the criteria con-
tained in 43 CFR 2653.5 nor describe the events that took
place and qualities of the site which give it particular value

and significance as a historical place.

III. RECOMMENDATION

It 1s recommended that the BIA issue a Certificate of Ineligi-
bility for TXamaas as a historic place for the following

reason:

1. The site fails to meet the definition
countained in 43 CFR 2653.0-5(b) for a

historical place.

A



APPENDIX A
CERTIFICATE OF REVIEW
TLAMAAS
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
BLM #AA-11786

I, James L. Welsch, certify the following 14(h)(l) report to be true to
the best of my kpowledge and belief:

That the field investigator conducted the 1investigation here-

inafter described;

That the report of this investigation was prepared from obser-
vations, interviews, field notes, photographs, and research

before, during, and after the field examination;

That 1 reviewed the information hereinafter contained and

found it to be an accurate report of the investigation;
That the field investigator's summary of this investigation

accurately reflects the findings of the field examination re-
quired by 43 CFR 2653.5(h).

Certified to this 8th day of February, 1983.

Supervisory Realty Specialist

Chopee Ll)stect
2



CERTIFICATION OF INVESTIGATOR

I, Lou Ann Gagne' , hereby certify the follow-

ing to be true to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I conducted. the investigation hereinafter described;
That I prepared the hereinafter report of said investigation
from my observations, interviews, field notes, photographs,

and research before, during, and after my field examination;

That the information hereinafter contained is an accurate report of

my investigation and findings;

That I believe my conclusions and recommendations are valid for
the reason stated in said report.

Certified to this I\ day of UAGUST |, 1980.
\ J

by: Lo Qv Gagne”
Néme!

Do ld Tuvesindten.

Title




II.

APPENDIX B
REPORT OF INVESTIGATION
FOR
TEAMAAS
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
BLM {#AA-11786

PURPOSE & AUTHORITY

The purpose of this report is to set forth investigative findings
from the ANCSA Office examination of the Bering Straits Native Cor-

poration application for TYamaas as a historical place.

Section 14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA),
Public Law 92-203, as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the
Interior to convey fee title to existing cemetery sites and

historical places to the appropriate regional corporation.

Departmental Releases 1666, 230 DM 1, and 10 BIAM 3.1 delegate to
the Area Director the authority to certify the existence of ceme-

tery sites and historical places under Section 14(h)(l) of ANCSA.

The ANCSA Office is delegated the authority and responsibility to
conduct field investigations of the sites selected, to prepare re-
ports of those investigations, and to make recommendations as to

certification in accordance with 43 CFR 2653.5.

BACKGROUND

Bering Straits Native Corporation (BSNC) filed an application with
the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on June 27, 1976, for TYamaas as
a historical site under Section 14(h)(l1) of ANCSA. BLM preadjudi-

cated the application and assigned it BLM serial number AA-11786.

SR



A tract of land was claimed in the S% Section 30, Section 31,

T. 18 S., R. 6 W., Kateel River Meridian (KRM), Alaska.

During the on-site investigation held with Native informants, it
was revealed that the site of Tlamaas is referred to as Whaleback
or Ulukuk Mountain by the Natives.

Within the Eskimo culture "

...place-names systemized territorial
features within a tribe and provided the Eskimo with continuity
from time . immemorial" (Ray 1971:2). Having understood land
references were critical in traveling, communication, and in giving
direction to others, outstanding or unusual geographic features
were all used to define relative position and direction when
traveling. Such was the case of Whaleback (Ulukuk). Tkamaas (ph)
is the Athabaskan name for said mountain and is translated to mean

"semi~lunar knife'", according to information gathered from the BSNC

Statement of Significance.

Other information obtained from BSNC is that Whaleback Mountain is
located approximately 60 miles from Kaltag which is the eastern
terminus of the Kaltag Portage. Whaleback Mountain has been con-
tinuously used as a landmark, first by Indian/Eskimo traders, then
in succession by explorers, goldminers, mail carriers, and most re-
cently has been incorporated into the longest North American dog

sled race, the Iditarod.

The Kaltag Portage,

runs for 90 miles along the Unalakleet River, across a
short divide, down the Kaltag River to the Yukon. The
western terminus is at the Eskimo village of Unalakleet
...and the eastern terminus is at the Indian village of
Kaltag (Koutsky 1978).



As trade began to develop between the coast and interior, a group
of "Portage Indians" settled at Ulukuk and were known as 'Tkamaas
(ph) Hot'amna" by Julius Jette, J.S., at Nulato. The name was ap-
parently given to them in reference to the mountain Tkamaas (ph)
(Whaleback), near which they lived. These people were considered
Eskimo by the Indians and Indian by the Eskimos and were '"most
probably a mix of both lower Koyukuk Indians and coastal Eskimos'
(Koutsky 1978). Their main function, according to Henry Michael in

Lt. Zagoskin's Travels in Russian America, was trade, as noted that

“these people never engaged in hunting but spent all their time in

trading or travelling" (Michael, 1967: p. 137).

In later years, the Kaltag Portage was the main winter overland
route to the gold fields on the Seward Peninsula, and a portion of
the mail carriers' route from St. Michael to Klikatarik to Eaton
Station (Unalakleet) and finally to Kaltag. Cabins were built
along the Kaltag Portage for use by the mail carrier; at strategic
locations about 25 miles apart, one day's travel by dog team

(Kitchener, 1954: p. 302).

According to local informants Roland Ivanoff and John Auliye,
Whaleback Mountain was the site of a slate quarry where the people
of Ulukuk and elsewhere would go to obtain the raw materials for

the pre-metal ulus or woman's knife,

It was also discovered through interviews that the name of Whale-
back was given to the mountain because of a hunchback who had lived

there.

According to the BSNC Statement of Significance, Whaleback Mountain
is important as a prehistoric and present-day landmark, and is
significant historically for being the source of the name of the

so-called Portage Indians.



III.

Iv.

INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS

On August 11, 1980, BIA Field Investigators Ken Pratt and Lou Ann
Gagne, along with CPSU Archeologists Sandra Sobelman and Andrea
Pro, went to the site. The site was located and identified by

informants as Whaleback or Ulukuk Mountain.

Whaleback, the westernmost of a series of mountains crossed by the
Kaltag Portage, rises to the elevation of 2854 feet. Pockets of
loose shalg! rocks are alternated with patches of alpine tundra.
Whaleback Mountain's climate and vegetation is that of an alpine

tundra habitat.

As gusts of wind prevented the helicopter from landing at the sum-
mit, the investigative team hiked a mile and a half to the summit,
and thence commenced a reconnaissance of that area.

A USC&GS benchmark was located and referenced to on the summit,
Also found on the summit was a collapsed wooden tripod dated
August 31, 1948, with names carved in it. Twenty or thirty
C-ration cans were also scattered around the summit area. The

slate quarry was not discovered during the investigationm.

The site was found to be 1located within the W% Section 31,
T. 18 S., R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska and contains 320 acres, more or
less. A buffer zone of 330 feet was provided to protect the

integrity of the surveyed area (Exhibit 1, Appendix F).

No conflicts were noted pertaining to this site.

SUMMARY

According to BSNC, the Kaltag Portage has long been used by
travelers and traders in and around the Seward Peninsula. It was a

major route for the gold rush miners and a regular route for mail



carriers on the St. Michaels-Unalakleet-Kaltag route. It remains
in use today, having been incorporated in the Iditarod sleddog
races. Whaleback Mountain 1is an important landmark along the

Portage.

According to information obtained from Native informants, Whaleback
Mountain also has a place in the oral tradition of the people of
Unalakleet. It was named for a hunchback who once lived there, and
it is known for being the site of a slate quarry where raw materi-

als for ulus were obtained.

On-site investigations did not reveal the slate quarry. On the
summit was found a wooden tripod and C-ration cans, indicating the
summit has been frequented. Informants are acquainted with Whale-
back Mountain and were able to locate and identify it as well as
supply verbal testimonies regarding its naming and the slate

e

quarry.

Bering Straits Native Corporation applied for a historical site
within the S/ Section 30, Section 31, T. 18 S., R. 6 W., KRM,
Alaska. The site as surveyed is located within the W\ Section 31,
T. 18 S., R, 6 W., KRM, Alaska, which is within the application
area. The site contains 320 acres, more or less, including the

buffer zone provided for in Title 43, Code of Federal Regulations.




APPENDIX C
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
BLM #AA-11786

A parcel of land located within the W% Section 31, T. 18 S., R. 6 W.,
Kateel River Meridian (KRM), Alaska.

The site is more ,specifically described as follows:

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB), latitude 63°53'26" N., longi-
tude 160°55'24" W., marked with a 5/8 inch aluminum alloy rod extending

8 inches above the ground, referenced to the following:

Reference A: S. 47° E. to USGS benchmark on the summit of Whaleback
Mountain, located in the SWANEYNW/ Section 31, T. 18 S.,
R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska:

Reference B: S. 80° W. to mountain peak, elevation 1845 feet, located
in the NE%NWYSEY% Section 35, T. 18 S., R. 6 W., KRM,
Alaska:

Reference C: N. 40° E. to mountain peak, elevation 1625 feet, located
in the NWUSWMUSEY Section 20, T. 18 S., R. 6 W., KRM,

Alaska.

The boundaries of the site are those of the W! Sectiomn 31, T. 18 S.,

R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska.

The site contains 320 acres, more or less.

10



APPENDIX D
SURVEY FORMAT
BLM #AA-11786

This survey was conducted on August 11, 1980, following a transected re-
connaissance of the site. BIA and CPSU personnel determined the site
boundaries.

All bearings were obtained with a Silva Ranger 15T compass declinated
21° east of true north. All distances were measured with a 100-foot

Lufkin fiberglass tape.

The summit of Whaleback Mountain was marked with 5/8-inch aluminum alloy
rod driven to the point of resistance with sufficient portion extending
above the ground as monuments. This monument has been cited and de-

scribed in the Legal Description (Appendix C).
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APPENDIX H
BLM #AA-11786
PHOTOGRAPHY RECORD FORM

PHOTOGRAPHER(S): Lou Ann Gagne & Ken Pratt

ROLL(S) #: 1

DATE(S): August 11, 1980

FRAME # VIEW INFORMATION L
1 Site Data

2 Site Tag (POB)

3 S.47°E. REF A: USGS Benchmark

4 $.80°W. REF B: Mountain Peak

5 N.40°E. REF C: Mountain Peak

6 USGS Benchmark, main one on summit
7 N.48°W, Main Benchmark to REF A & POB Stake
8 N.76°W. Wooden marker on summit

9 Close-up of wooden marker

10 N Aerial View

11 NW Aerial View

12 W Aerial View

13 SW Aerial View

14 S Aerial View

15 SE Aerial View

16 E Aerial View

16
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| : - APPENDIX A _
S
* UNITHLLUDSTALLES 7
FORM PP
DEPARTMENT GF THE INTERIOR Ol O 47 g
%& BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Serial Humber
REGIONAL CORPORATION SELECTION APPLICATION q A 8}1
Act of December 18, 1971 (43 U.S.C. 1601) ’NSTRGCTTIONS Fraidd .

1. Name | Addtess (include zip code) ]
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
P. 0. BOX 1008

NOISE, ALASKA 93762

2.  Specily type of sclection
Cj Surlace and subsurface estate (43 CFR 2652)
(7] Subsurface estate only (Lieu Selecticns; 43 CFR 2652)
(] Sutface and subsurface estate (Cemetery Sites; 43 CFR 2653)
E—j'Sur[ace and subsurface estate (llistorical Places; 43 CFR 2653)
L}
da. vac wrillen Icg,al dcscnpl ion of lands requested (attach separate sheet. il necessamtlo .. o o oo e e

———— ¢ ——

4

2 /5S, ,Qéu) o5 '

: S Al 3/, a8/

'.\c “e

b. List U.S.G.S. quadrangle maps used_to portray requested lands | : : '
(7-2)

c. Have you altached a copy of each map? [l_;__-]’ch (INo

A}

4. Indicate land use and occupancy [ ] Occupied [ZJUnoccupied

[ Mining Claim =} Native Use
() Entryman (] Other (specify)
5. Ipdjcete Eatitlement {acres) rl'o(ul Entitlement Previously Filed This Applicatioan -
(G2 2 BP0 DV 25 4

6. Give numerical prefercnce, if selection application is filed pursuant to Scc. 2652.3(I) of the regulations

7. Authority for signature ] Alhchcd rL}’\"rc\xously fllcd in Scrlal No

!CERT(FY That the statements m.n]c hetein are tcue, complete, and cotrect to the best of my knowledge and beliel

- N v [N SIS

/v / /o;\,\ % //m /,m / JUN B YT

((rnalurc) (Tulc) " (Date)
Tlllc 13 U.S.C. Section 100!, makes it a crinme {u: any person knowinely and W|||(u||| (o make to any departmenl or agency ,of the —
United States any false, hcm;om or frpudulent s1atements on sepresenlations as 1o any magter within iis jurls d\cnon (\ ‘)’[ )/

2 1 | Form 2650171 Uu . 191)

,3/0

D1 lrr v
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- APPENDIX B —

BSNC: Historic and Cemetery Sftes A A 1 1 7 8 6

PRELIMINARY INVENTORY

—t
.

Site number(s) a. BSNC ezoplfcation # i%.LCD

6. Fleld note # gm s1

2. Eskimo name of site _ (Lower Koyukon dialect) TXamaas or Maranidenihe

Enalish name of site

Variations

PO NN

R 3. HMap reference __Uinalakleef. T18S.R6N

4. Land status Dl (?) :

Comments: ! :
. i .
Located approximately 60 miles from Kaltag along the Kaltag Portage;
TXamaas is the western most mountain of a series that the trail crosses.
The name TYamaas, "semi-lunar knife", was shared by the people who proto-
historically lived along the Unalakleet River and the mountain which was

an important landmark.

@ Tt AAL S, o 4

The Kaltag Portage runs for 90 miles along the Unalakleet River, across

a short divide, down the Kaltag River to the Yukon. The western terminus
is at the Eskimo village of Unalakleet on Norton Sound and the eastern
terminus is at the Indian Village of Kaltag on the Yukon River. Proto-
historically the trail was used for trade between the coast and the
interior, historically it was part of the dog sled mail carriers trail
and recently it has been incorporated into the longest North American
sled dog race trail, the Iditarod.

The portage provided an avenue of contact and trade between the Eskimos
of Norton Sound and the Lower Koyukon Indians. As a consequence of the
increase in trade beginning in the early 1800's a number of villages
were established along the Unalakleet River occupied by a group of
specialized traders. These people were recognized as distinct from
either the coastal Eskimos or the Lower Koyukon Indians.

According to D.J. Ray, "from the 1840's on, Indians lived on the upper
Unalakleet River in what had been Eskimo Territory." (Ray 1975:105).
They were recorded by Lt. Zagoskin in 1844 as Ulukagmyut, after their
main village at Ulukuk (Chiroski), associated both by language and
custom to the Athabascans. (Zagoskin 1844:136-137). Julis Jette J.S.,
a priest in Nulato at the turn of the century, mentions thesc pcople

as TYamas rotana, "“TYamaas Hot'anna'", who were named after TYamas, a
mountain on the portage approximately 60 miles frgm Kaltag and TIXamas
Hena, 25 miles of tundra west of TYamas mountain. The T'Yamas Hot'anna
were "a group of people who used to live at this point are said to have

22
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continuation from page onc

raided the Koyukuk settlements betwecn 1840 and 1850." (Jette dictionary
TL} .

These "Portage Indians" were most probably a mix of both lower Koyukuk
Indians and coastal Eskimos. Jctte reported that the lower Koyukon
Indians considered these people as Eskimo (Jette migrations:5) and the
Eskimos apparently considered them Indians. (Ray 1975:105). Their main
function as traders was noted by Zagoskin who recorded; "these people
never engaged in hunting but spent all their time in trading or trav-
elling." (1844:137). There has been almost no archeological work along
the portage which could provide additional information as to the identity
and cultural affiliations of these people.

TYamaas is important both as a landmark used both in the past and in

the present along the heavily traveled Kaltag Portage and as the
location for which the "Portage Indians" were named.
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- APPENDIX A

United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Anthropology and Historic Preservation
Cooperative Park Studies Unit

IN REPLY REFER TO: University of Alaska

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

I

March 18, 1981

Larry Cooper

Bureau of Indian Affairs
ANCSA Projecgts Office
P.0. Box 42267
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mr. Cooper:

Enclosed is the National Park Service, Cooperative Park Studies Unit
submission of our findings regarding the below listed site for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs final certification document.

Tlamaas AAl11786

As required by the ANCSA 14(h) Rules and Regulations (43 CFR 2653.5) the
Anthropologists from the Cooperative Park Studies Unit, representing the
National Park Service, have surveyed and documented the site in the
field, gathered ethnohistoric information from knowledgeable local
residents and researched archival and library sources.

The research staff has assessed the evidence for significance and on the
basis of their research found that this site meets the criteria for
significance as stated in the Rules and Regulations.

More in-depth information about the site and its significance appears in
the National Register nomination form on file with this office, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the State Historic Preservation Officer's
Office and the appropriate Native Corporations.

Sincerely yours,

(::;iz::iizi:;dley fg

Chief, Anthropology and
Historic Preservation
Cooperative Park Studies Unit

ZAB/1im

enclosure @

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972
25



APPENDIX B

Site Name: TYaamaas or Ulukuk AAT1786/BSNC #310

Archeologist: Sandra Sobelman, Cooperative Park Studies Unit (CPSU),
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

TJaamaas or Ulukuk qualifies under the ANCSA 14(h)(1) Rules and Regula-
tions as a historic site eligible for selection by Bering Straits Native
Corporation (BSNC). As defined in the BSNC application, the site lies between
the 01d Waman River and the Unalakleet River, approximately 40 km from
Unalakleet. The CPSU survey crew, in cooperation with BIA-ANCSA field pér-
sonnel examined the area on August 11, 1980. Since the significance of
TAlaamaas lies with its importance as a historical landmark and locational
referent, there were no visible cultural features except a recent U.S. Coast
and Geodetic survey marker.

Tlaamaas or Maahaandiniy (Lower Koyukon Athabaskan synonyms for “"ulu"

or "woman's semi-lunar knife") or Ulukuk derived from an Eskimo word, fulfills
the definition of "historical site" as set forth in the 14(h)(1) Rules ahd
Regulations (43 CFR 2653.0-5(b)). It is a distinctive landmark significant

" to both Native groups because of (1) the part it played in travel and communi-
cation along the Kaltag Portage, (2) its importance as a material source.for
slate knives, and (3) stories associated with it.

Early explorers traveling between the Eskimo village of Unalakleet and
the Indian village of Kaltag often mentioned the Ulukuk Hills in their jbur-
nals. Rising to over 2,000 feet, the mountain range has been described as
“...symmetrical hills [which stand] out with striking beauty against dark

1 The trail between the villages passed close to the mountain's base

clouds"
and Russian explorers established a camp at the termination of the range

because it was a good trapping area. Beyond that point the trail crossed bare

][h11, WiTliam H., 1870. Alaska and-its Resources. Boston: Lee & Shepard.




tundra for the next 25 miles.

Not only wa Tlaamaas or Ulukuk a distinctive reference point, but it
was also a raw material quarry. Both Eskimos and Indians and would procure
slate to make the "woman's knife" or ulu as it is known to Eskimos. Thus,
the mountain's name means "woman's (semi lunar) knife" in both Eskimo and
Indian dialects, reflecting its symmetrical shape and the products made from
its slate. |

Many stories are associated with the Ulukuk Hills. A trading village,
documented in the {8605, was located near the base of the hills. The village
people, considered to possess both Indian and Eskimo traits, played an impor-
tant role in the trade and canmunication network between Unalakleet and Kaltag.
In more recent times, the hills have often been called "the Whale-backs" after
a hunchback man from Ulukuk Village who later resided in Unalakleet.

As set forth in the Riles and Regulations, Tlaamaas meets two of the
criteria for determining site significance. (1) TJaamaas is associated with
events that have made a significant contribution to Native history and pre-
history in the region (43 CFR 2653.5(d)(1)). In addition to its historical
inportance as a locational referent for early explorers and traders, the hill
also provided Native peoples with a material source for their mul ti-purpose
slate knives. (2) TAaamaas possesses enduring symbolic value to Native peo-
ples of the area (43 CFR 2653.5(d)(3)). The praminent landmark represents
the time when goods and information were regularly exchanged between the
Eskimo people on the coast and interior Indian groups. Items for trade and
barter were hunted, trapped, and collected fram the Ulukuk Hills by the tra-
ders who lived at the hill's base. It also represents a time when naturally
occurring resources weré used in tool making--a technology which is part of
a fading tradition among Native groups in the area.

Because TJaamaas or Ulukuk has significance and meets the criteria for

re
~J



14(h)(1) sites as defined by the Rules and Requlations, it qualifies as a

historic site and should be certified for selection by Bering Straits Na-

tive Corporation.

Sodenes §. Grtlima 3ﬁ?/71

Signature Date!
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L. BLM Serial No. AA11786 A. Commen Tlamaas_or Ulukuk
E. State AHRS Ko. E. Native
C. Other, specifvno. 310 (BSNC) C. xem-native Whaleback
L. Variztions Maramdemhe,
Tlami s and Maahaandinig_
E. Transi :tmn"seml i-Tunar knife"

SITE LOCATION

4. regional Cerporatior Bering Straits ‘_a_jc_1_v_e. Corporation

E. TWr 185 RANGZ 6W  SECTION_ 31 MERIDIAX Kateel River, Alaska ;
= 1/¢ o thne - 1/j£of the = 1/f£ of Secticr 31 (W 1/2)

C. USGS Guad Unalakleet (D-2), Alaska, 1952 o _

U. Longcitudesiat:ztuae Lonoitu ce]60°55 24" ATiTu vée 63°53'26"
tip Szaisr 1:63,360

I. How the site was reachac: By helicopter from Unalakleet approximately
30 miles up the Unalakleet River

LAND STATUS -

A.0iWithin 11 fa) (1) G. -2
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TYamaas or Ulukuk mountain, also known as the Chirosky bench mark,
(elevation 2854 feet) lies between 01d Woman River and the Unalakleet River,
approximately 30 miles fron Unalakleet. The mountain's volcanic bedrock is
composed of dark colored compact and cemented angular rock fragments as well
as mudstone and sandstone of Cenozoic age. The steep mountain slopes are
very rocky; the soil is coarse, stony and dry.
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Site Vegetation

The vegetation at Ulukuk is characterized by the typical alpine tundra
and barren ground that occurs over mountainous areas and along well-
drained recky ridges in this region. Plants with low growth form are
common on these exposed windswept habitats, especially lichen and mosses;
grasses, sedges with a few herbs are also evident.
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Additional Comsent

VII1. SUBSURFACE TESTING

A. Test
1.[]Yes 2. X% No
B. Accession No.
C. Method D. Findings
1.[)test pit 1.[)features
2 []shovel probe 2.[jartifact
5.[Jauger core 3.[)sterile
4.[}other 4. [Jother
IX. SURFACE COLLECTICNS .
k.. Collection
1.[]Yes 2. No
B. Accession No. -
XI. EVALUATION
4. Cultural-Temporal Placement - -
1. Cultural Affiliction (i:r known)
a. [(Eskimo, specify Bering Straits L L
b. [XJinclrr specify lLower Koyukon . . _
c.[lAaie specify e - o
d. []\on-naLive, specify e
2 Time Pizcoment (11 hoown)
2. [i1e20-185¢
h. {X11900-102¢
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tinTing
Fishing
Trapping
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(%

[JReindeer herding
.[¥Mining

.[1Gther, specify
.[JNone

. [JUnknown

C. Ethnographic Summary

'PLEASE NOTE

Some of the information in this section comes from taped interviews
made for the CPSU-AHP 14(h)(1) Froject. Researchers gathered this material
to document site significance and local history as required under provisions
of ANCSA 14(h)(1). Interviewees made thes tapes with the understanding that
the tzpes were not for publication or general circuiation; according to the
rivacy Act of 1974, transcripts or notes xdde ¢irectly from the tapes cannot
be used outside the 14(h) (1) Program without permission from CPSU and from
these interviewed.

This mountain, named TJamaas to Indians and Ulukuk to Eskimos, is a dist1nct1v§§2‘
landmark and significant to both Native groups because of: (1) the part if~has played
in travel and comunication along the Kaltag Portage; (2) its importance as a material
source for knives; and, (3) stories associated with it.

Early exploters traveling between the Eskimo village of Unalakleet and the Indian
village of Kaltag often mentioned the Ulukuk Hills in their journals (see bibliography).
Rising to over 2000 feet, the mountains have been described as "...symmetrical hills
[which stand] out with striking beauty against dark clouds" (Dall 1870:29). The trail
between the villages passed close to the base of the mountain and Russian explorers
established a camp at the termination of the range because it was a.good area for
trapping (Ibid:39). Beyond that point the trail crossed bare tundra for the next 25
miles.

Not only was Ulukuk or Tfamaas a d1st1nct1ve reference point, but 1t was also a
raw material quarry. Both Eskimos and Indians would procure slate to make the "waman's
knife" or ulu as it is known to Eskimos. Thus, the mountain's name, meaning "semi-
lunar knife" in both Indian and Eskimo dialects, reflects its symmetrical shape and
also the products made from its slate.

Many stories are associated with the Ulukuk Hills. A trading village near the
base of the hills was called Ulukuk. The village people, considered to possess both
Indian and Eskimo traits, played an important role in the trade and communication net-
work between Unalakleet and Kaltag. Recently, the hills have often been called "Whale-
back" after a hunchback man fron Ulukuk who later resided in Unalakleet (knowledgeable
Unalakleet resident).
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X171, ADDITIONAL INEORMATION
A.. Date(s) wvisited  pygust 11, 1980

B. fField Investigator Sandra Sobelman

C. "Others present at site (affiliation and titie) A. Pro (CPSU field
assistant); K. Pratt, L.A. Gagne (BIA field assistants)

D. Form prepared by Sandra Sobelman

E. Previous Excavations

NONE
F. Previous'Coi]ections

NONE

G. Bibliographic References
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G. Bibliographic Reicrences (conpt'd.)

XI1. MAPS AND BOUNDARIES

A. Boundary Justificaiion
Boundaries were determined on the basis of natural landforms and oral
testimony concerning Native use.
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X. TRHOTDARAPHIC RECORD
A. Date_ August 11, 1980

B. Roll No. 1

C. -Frame No., Direction of View, Photo Content
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ADDENDUM

TEAMAAS
BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION
BLM #AA-11786

Bering Straits Native Corporation was notified of the pre-
liminary decision that TYamaas was ineligible as a Native
historical place on or about June 9, 1983, and was requested
to provide additional comments and information that might
have a bearing on this decision. BSNC has failed to re-
spond within the sixty (60) day time period agreed upon in
the Memorandum of Agreement between the National Park Service
and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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