
Tt,AMAAS

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM #AA-11786

A

, ...



CERTIFICATE OF INELIGIBILITY

1/LAMAAS

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM ~tAA-11786

I. Jacob Les t enko f , Area Director. Bureau of Indian Affairs,

pursuant to the authority vested in me by 43 CFR 2653.5(h),

hereby issue a Certificate of Ineligibility to Bering Straits

Native Corporation for Tlamaas as a historic place under

Section 14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of

December 18, 1q71 (85 Stat. 688: 43 U.S.C. 1601 (1976», for the

following reason:

The site fails to meet the definition contained

in 43 CFR 2653.0-5(b) for a historical place. '-

This certificate and accompanying report will be submitted to the

Bureau of Land Management which, pursuant to 43 CFR 2653.5(k) and

(1), will issue an appealable decision on the application.

Dated:

B

·1$1
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CLAIMS EXAMINER'S CERTIFICATE

TLAMAAS

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM IfAA-1l786

I, Stanley J. Casey, hereby certify the following to be true and correct

to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I reviewed this report of the field investigation and data supplied,.
by Field Investigators, Archeologists, their field notes, and research;

That the conclusions contained in the Claims Examiner's report are based

on an accurate analysis of my findings;

That my recommendations are valid and consistent with the guidance con­

tained in 43 CFR 2650, ~ seq.

Certified this 3~_ day of 4~\!~~~~,=--' 1984 •

Reviewed and approved by:

D

...;~~~"'-"""'A' k. L 1,- _

Officer

Date: ~1{~ ,1984



CLAIMS EXAMINER'S REPORT

TiAMAAS

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM IlAA-11786

I. FINDINGS OF FACT

1. Berlr;g Straits Native Corporation submitted its application

for a historic place pursuant to Section 14( h) (1) of the

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act of December 18, 1971

(85 Stat. 688; 43 U.S.C. 1601 (1976», and in accordance with

43 CFR 2650. Included with the application were a written

description and map depicting the lands selected, and a state­

ment describing the significance of the site. The site is

reported as the westernmost mountain on the Kaltag Portage.

and its significance is as a landmark to people who

historically used and lived along the portage. (Exhibit 2)

2. The Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) investigated the area

selected in 1980. The historic use of the Kaltag Portage for

trade. the existence of a trading village (Ulukuk) near the

base of the hills, and the mountain's use as a landmark are

well documented. Additionally, the mountain was found to be a

source of materials for knives (ulus) and to be associated

with a hunchback man from Ulukuk (Exhibits 1 and 3). Neither

the Kaltag Portage nor Ulukuk village site were selected as

historic places. (Exhibits 1 and 3 and case reports on file

in the BIA-ANCSA Office)

3. The BIA located the site within the area selected. On-the-

ground reconnaissance of the mountaintop disclosed no slate

quarry or any other Native cultural evidence.

(Exhibits 1 and 3)



II. CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

1. Physical features and history of the site indicate it derives

its significance from its proximity to lands that are impor­

tantly associated with historic events, activities, or

persons, rather than being the actual lands upon which any

historic event or activity occurred or the actual lands direc­

tly associated with historical or cultural events or persons.

The site derives its significance solely as a landmark and

geo&laphic feature and, thus, fails to meet the definition of

a historical place contained in 43 CFR 2653.0-5(b).

2. In accordance with 43 CFR 2653.5(j), the BIA has marked the

site on the ground and identified on a map the location and

size (approximately 320 acres) of the site with sufficient

clarity to enable the Bureau of Land Managem~~t to locate the

mountaintop (Exhibit 1). It has consulted with the

National Park Service and the Bureau of Land Management

(Exhibits 3 and 4) and can certify the site exists. However,

it can neither certify that the site meets the criteria con­

tained in 43 CFR 2653.5 nor describe the events that took

place and qualities of the site which give it particular value

and significance as a historical place.

III. RECOMMENDATION

It is recommended that the BIA issue a Certificate of Ineligi­

bility for T.Iamaas as a hfs co r Lc place for the following

reason:

1. The site fails to meet the definition

contai~ed in 43 CFR 26S3.0-S(b) for a

historical place.

r.

!..



APPENDIX A

CERTIFICATE OF REVIEW

'ftAMAAS

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM IlAA-11786

I, James L. Welsch, certify the following 14(h)(1) report to be true to

the best of my k~owledge and belief:

That the field investigator conducted the investigation here­

inafter described;

That the report of this investigation was prepared from obser­

vations, interviews, field notes, photographs, and research

before, during, and after the field examination;

That I reviewed the information hereinafter contained and

found it to be an accurate report of the investigation;

That the field investigator's summary of this investigation

accurately reflects the findings of the field examination re­

quired by 43 CFR 2653.5(h).

Certified to this 8th day of February, 1983.



CERTIFICATION OF INVESfIGATOR

I, Lou Ann Gagne' , hereby certify the follow-
ing to be true to the best of my knowledge and belief:

That I conducted-the investigation hereinafter described;

That I prepared the hereinafte.r report of said investigation

from my observations, interviews, field notes, photographs,
and research before, during, and after my field examination;

That the infonnation hereinafter contained is an accurate .repcrt of

my investigation and findings;

That I believe my conclusions and recommendations are valid for
the reason stated in said report.

,\11\\ -

Title

, . 4



APPENDIX B

REPORT OF INVESTIGATION

FOR

T~S

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM IfAA-11786

I. PURPOSE & ~UTHORITY

The purpose of this report is to set forth investigat ive findings

from the ANCSA Office examination of the Bering Straits Native Cor­

poration application for Tfamaas as a historical place.

Section 14(h)(1) of the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA),

Public Law 92-203, as amended, authorizes the Secretary of the

Interior to convey fee title to existing cemetery sites and

historical places to the appropriate regional corporation.

Departmental Releases 1666, 230 OM 1 t and 10 BlAH 3.1 delegate to

the Area Director the authority to certify the existence of ceme­

tery sites and historical places under Section 14(h}(1) of ANCSA.

The ANCSA Office is delegated the authority and responsibility to

conduct field investigations of the sites selected, to prepare re­

ports of those invest igat ions t and to make recommendat ions as to

certification in accordance with 43 CFR 2653.5.

II. BACKGROUND

Bering Straits Native Corporation (BSNC) filed an application with

the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) on June 27, 1976, for Ttamaas as

a historical site under Section 14(h)(1) of ANCSA. BLM preadjudi­

cated the application and assigned it BLM serial number AA-11786.



A tract of land was claimed i n the S~ Section 30, Section 31,

T. 18 S., R. 6 W., Kateel River Meridian (KRM) , Alaska.

During the on-site investigation held with Native informants, it

was revealed that the site of Tlamaas is referred to as Whaleback

or Ulukuk Mountain by the Natives.

Within the Eskimo culture " ••• place-names systemized territorial

features within a tribe and provided the Eskimo with continuity

from time" immemorial" (Ray 1971: 2). Having understood land

references were critical in traveling, communication, and in giving

direction to others, outstanding or unusual geographic features

were all used to define relative position and direction when

traveling. Such was the case of Whaleback <Ulukuk). Tkamaas (ph)

is the Athabaskan name for said mountain and is translated to mean

"semi-lunar knife", according to information gathere4. from the BSNC

Statement of Significance.

Other information obtained from BSNC is that Whaleback Mountain is

located approximately 60 miles from Kaltag which is the eastern

terminus of the Kaltag Portage. Whaleback Mountain has been con­

tinuously used as a landmark, first by Indian/Eskimo traders, then

in succession by explorers, goldminers, mail carriers, and most re­

cently has been incorporated into the longest North American dog

sled race, the Iditarod.

The Kaltag Portage,

runs for 90 miles along the Unalakleet River, across a
short divide, down the Kaltag River to the Yukon. The
western terminus is at the Eskimo village of Unalakleet
..• and the eastern terminus is at the Indian village of
Kaltag (Koutsky 1978).

6



As trade began to develop between the coast and interior, a group

of "Port age Ind ians" set t led at Ulukuk and were known as "Tkarnaas

(ph) Hot'anna" by Julius Jette, J.S., at Nulato. The name was ap­

parent ly given to them in reference to the mountain Tkamaas (ph)

(Whaleback), near which they lived. These people were considered

Eskimo by the Indians and Indian by the Eskimos and were "most

probably a mix of both lower Koyukuk Indians and coastal Eskimos"

(Koutsky 1978). Their main function, according to Henry Michael in

Lt. Zagoskin's Travels in Russian America, was trade, as noted that

"these peopJ.e never engaged in hunting but spent all their time in

trading or travelling" (Michael, 1967: p. 137).

In later years, the Kaltag Portage was the main winter overland

route to the gold fields on the Seward Peninsula, and a portion of

the mail carriers' route from St. Michael to KI ikatarik to Eaton

Station (Unalakleet) and finally to Kaltag. Cabins were built

along the Kaltag Portage for use by the mail carriers at strategic

locations about 25 miles apart, one day's travel by dog team

(Kitchener, 1954: p. 302).

According to local informants Roland Ivanoff and John Auliye,

Whaleback Mountain was the site of a slate quarry where the people

of Ulukuk and elsewhere would go to obtain the raw materials for

the pre-metal ulus or woman's knife.

It was al so discovered through interv iews that the name of Whale­

back was given to the mountain because of a hunchback who had lived

there.

According to the BSNC Statement of Significance, Whaleback Mountain

IS important as a prehistoric and present-day landmark, and 1S

significant historically for being the source of the name of the

so-called Portage Indians.

7



III. INVESTIGATIVE FINDINGS

On August 11, 1980, BlA Field Investigators Ken Pratt and Lou Ann

Gagne, along with CPSU Archeologists Sandra Sobelman and Andrea

Pro, went to the site. The site was located and identified by

informants as Whaleback or Ulukuk Mountain.

Whaleback, the westernmost of a series of mountains crossed by the

Kaltag Portage, rises to the elevation of 2854 feet. Pockets of

loose shale rocks are al ternated with patches of al pine tundra.

Whaleback Mountain's climate and vegetat ion is that of an alpine

tundra habitat.

As gusts of wind prevented the helicopter from landing at the sum­

mit, the investigative team hiked a mile and a half to the summit,

and thence commenced a reconnaissance of that area.

A USC&GS benchmark was located and referenced to on the summit.

Also found on the summit was a collapsed wooden tripod dated

August 31, 1948, with names carved in it. Twenty or thirty

C-ration cans were also scattered around the summit area. The

slate quarry was not discovered during the investigation.

The site was found to be located within the W~ Section 31,

T. 18 s. , R. 6 w. , KRM, Alaska and contains 320 acres, mor e or

less. A buffer zone of 330 feet was provided to protect the

integrity of the surveyed area (Exhibit 1, Appendix F).

No conflicts were noted pertaining to this site.

IV. SUMMARY

According to BSNC, the Kaltag Portage has long been used by

travelers and traders in and around the Seward Peninsula. It was a

major route for the gold rush miners and a regular route for mai 1

8



carriers on the St. Michaels-Unalakleet-Kaltag route. It rema i ns

i n use today, having been incorporated i n the Ld i t arod sleddog

races.

Portage.

Whaleback Mountain is an important landmark along the

According to information obtained from Native informants, Whaleback

Mountain also has a place in the oral tradit ion of the people of

Unalakleet. It was named for a hunchback who once lived there, and

it is known for being the site of a slate quarry where raw materi­

als for ulus were obtained.

On-site investigations did not reveal the slate quarry. On the

summit was found a wooden tripod and C-ration cans, indicating the

summit has been frequented. Informants are acquainted with Whale­

back Mountain and were ab l e to locate and ident i fy it as we11 as

supply verbal testimonies regarding its naming and the slate

quarry.

Bering Straits Native Corporation applied for a historical site

within the S~ Section 30, Section 31, T. 18 S. , R. 6 w. , KRM,

Alaska. The site as surveyed is located within the Wlh Section 31,

T. 18 S. , R. 6 w. , KRM, Alaska, which is within the application

area. The site contains 320 acres, more or less, including the

buffer zone provided for in Title 43, Code of Federal Regulations.

9



APPENDIX C

LEGAL DESCRIPTION

BLM l1AA-l1786

A parcel of land located within the W'h Section 31, T. 18 S., R. 6 w.,
Kateel River Meridian (KRM) , Alaska.

The site is more.specifically described as follows:

Beginning at the point of beginning (POB), latitude 63°53'26" N., longi­

tude 160°55'24" W., marked with a 5/8 inch aluminum alloy rod extending

8 inches above the ground, referenced to the following: .

Reference A: S. 47° E. to USGS benchmark on the summit of Whaleback

Mountain, located in the SW~NE%NW~ Section 31, T. 18 S.,

R. 6 W., KRM, Al.as ka:

Reference B: S. 80° W. to mountain peak, elevation 1845 feet, located

in the NEl~NW~SE~ Section 35, T. 18 S., R. 6 W., KRM,

Alaska~

Reference C: N. 40° E. to mountain peak, elevation 1625 feet, located

in the Nw~SW!1SE~ Section 20, T. 18 S., R. 6 W., KRM,

Alaska.

The boundaries of the site are those of the WY2 Section 31, T. 18 S.,

R. 6 W., KRM, Alaska.

The site contains 320 acres, more or less.

10



APPENDIX D

SURVEY FORMAT

BLM I!AA-11786

This survey was conducted on August 11, 1980, following a transected re­

connaissance of the site. BIA and CPSU personnel determined the site

boundaries.

All bearings were obtained with a Silva Ranger 1ST compass declinated

2(0 east of true north. All distances were measured with a IOO-foot

Lufkin fiberglass tape.

The summit of Whaleback Mountain was marked with S/8-inch aluminum alloy

rod driven to the point-of resistance with sufficient portion extending..
above the ground as monuments. This monument has been cited and de-

scribed in the Legal Description (Appendix C).

11
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APPENDIX H
BLM #AA-11786

PHOTOGRAPHY RECORD FORM

PHOTOGRAPHER(S): Lou Ann Ga~ne & Ken Pratt

ROLL ( S) # ~ 1

DATE(S): August II, 1980

FRAME # VIEW INFORMATION

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

N

NW

W

SW

S

SE

E

Site Data

Site Tag (POB)

REF A: USGS Benchmark

REF B: Mountain Peak

REF C: Mountain Peak

USGS Benchmark, main one on summit

Main Benchmark to REF A & POB Stake

Wooden marker on summit

Close-up of wooden marker

Aerial View

Aerial View

Aerial View

Aerial View

Aerial View

Aeri.al View

Aerial View
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REF C: Mountain Peak
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~Ull~Fi" APPENDIX B

[JSt~C: Hi s tor t c and Cerlletery SI te s
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i. SHe number(s) a. BSNC e.oolfcath\,.. I-3.J.Q ,__

0.. F1e1d note (...Jit:L5.1 .__

Enol1sh name of s1te

Var1l1t1ons
'~

1,

3. Hap reference --llnalakl~ct--Il~~AQW
.. .t.

',i

::\

~ ..

c.:"" )
I

"l
~
" ,

Located approximately 60 miles from Kaltag along the Kalta9'~ortage;
T~umaas. is the western most mountain of a series that the trail crosses.
'I'he name T.lamaas, "semi-lunar knife", was shared by the people who proto­
historically lived along the Unalakleet River and the mountain which was
an important landmark.

Land status __Dl._ill _

Corrments:

4.
" ,

, ~

The Kaltag Portage runs for 90 miles along the Unalakleet River, across
a short divide, down the Kaltag River to the Yukon. The western terminus
is at the Eskimo village of Unalakleet on Norton Sound and the eastern
terminus b at the In~ian Village of Kaltag on the Yukon River. Proto­
historically tho trail was used for trade between the coast and the
interior, historically it was part of the dog ~led mail carriers trail
and recently it has been incorporated into the longest North American
sled dog race trail, the Iditarod.

The portage provided an avenue of contact and trade between the Eskimos
of Norton Sound and the Lower Koyukon Indians. As a consequence of the
increase in trade beginning in the early 1800' s a number of villages
were established along the Ul1ulaklcet River occupied by a group of
specialized traders. These people were recognized as distinct from
either the coastal Eskimos or the Lower Koyukon Indians.

According to D.J. Hay, "from the 1840's on, Indians li.ved on the upper
Unalakleet River in what had been Eskimo Territory." (Ray 1975:105).
They were recorded by Lt. 2agoskin in 1844 as Ulukagmyut, after their
main vi 11agc at Ulukuk (Chi roski), associated both by language and
custom to the Athabas~ans. (Zagoskin 1844:136-137). Julis Jette J.S.,
a pcicst in Nulato al: the turn of the century, menti.ons these people
as Ti'amas rotana, "'l'Jamaas Ifot'anna", who were named after TJamas, a
mountain on the portage approximately GO miles frqm Kaltag and TXamas
lIerlil, 25 miles of tundra WC!3t of 'l'Jamas mount.a in , The T.ramas Ilot'anna
were "a group of people who used to live at this point are said to have
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raided the KOyUKuk se t t Ic mcnt s between 1840 and 1850." (Jette dictionary
TL) .

These "Portage Indians'"were most probably a mix of both lower Koyukuk
Indians and coastul Eskimos. Jette reported that the lower Koyukon
Indians considered these people as Eskimo (Jette migrations:S) and the
Eskimos apparently considered them Indians. (Ray 1975:105). Their main
function as traders ~as noted by Zagoskin who recorded; "these people
never engaged in hunting but spent all their time in trading or trav­
elling." (1844:137). There has been almost no archeological work along
the portage which could provide additional infol~ation as to the identity
and cultural affiliations of these people.

T,lamaas is important both as a landmark used both in the past and in
the present along the heavily traveled Kaltag Portage and as the
location for which the "Portage Indians" were named.
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IN REPLY REfER TO:

APPENDIX A

United States Department of the Interior
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Anthropology and Historic Preservation
Cooperative Park Studies Unit

University of Alaska
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Unit

March 18, 1981
/

Larry Cooper
Bureau of Indian Affairs
ANCSA Proje~ts Office
P.O. Box 42267
Anchorage, Alaska 99503

Dear Mr. Cooper:

Enclosed is the National Park Service, Cooperative Park Studies Unit
submission of our findings regarding the below listed site for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs final certification document.

T1amaas AA11786

As required by the ANCSA l4(h) Rules and Regulations (43 CFR 2653.5) the
Anthropologists from the Cooperative Park Studies Unit, representing the
National Park Service, have surveyed and documented the site in the
field, gathered ethnohistoric information from knowledgeable local
residents and researched archival and library sources.

The research staff has assessed the evidence for significance and on the
basis of their research found that this site meets the criteria for
significance as stated in the Rules and Regulations.

More in-depth information about the site and its significance appears in
the National Register nomination form on file with this office, the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, the State Historic Preservation Officer's
Office and the appropriate Native Corporations.

Sincerely yours,

~~
Chief, Anthropology and
Historic Preservation

Cooperative Park Studies

ZAB/im
enclosure

National Parks Centennial 1872-1972
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APPENDIX B

Site Name: TYaamaas ,or Ulukuk AAl1786/BSNC #310

Archeologist: sandra Sobelman, Cooperative Park Studies Unit (CPSU),
University of Alaska, Fairbanks

Tlaamaas or Ulukuk qualifies under the ANCSA 14(h)(1) Rules and Regula-

tions as a historic site el igib1e for selection by Bering Straits Native

Corporation (BSNC). As defined in the BSNC application, the site lies between

the Old Wanan River and the Unalakleet River, approximately 40 km from

Unalakleet. The CPSU survey crew, in cooperation with BIA-ANCSA field per­

sonnel examined the area on August 11, 1980. Since the significance of

TAaamaas lies with its importance as a historical landmark and locational

referent, there were no visible cu1 tura 1 features except a recent U.S. Coast

and Geodetic survey marker.

T]aamaas or Maahaandiniy (Lower Koyukon Athabaskan synonyms for "ul u"

or "\\Oman's semi-lunar knife") or Ulukuk derived fran an Eskimo word, fulfills

the definition of "historical site" as set forth in the 14(h)(l) Rules and

Regulations (43 CFR 2653.0-5(b)). It is a distinctive landmark significant

. to both Native groups because of (1) the part it played in travel and comnuni­

cation along the Kal tag Portage, (2) its importance as a rna teria 1 source, for

slate knives, and (3) stories associated with it.

Early explorers traveling between the Eskimo village of Unalakleet and

the Indian village of Kaltag often mentioned the Ulukuk Hills in their jour­

nals. Rising to over 2,000 feet, the mountain range has been described as

"... synmetr ical hills [which stand] out with striking beauty aga inst dark

clouds ..l The trail between the villages passed close to the mountain's base

and Russian explorers established a camp at the termination of the range

because it was a good trapping area. Beyond that point the trail crossed bare

1(1)11, William H., 187-0'. Alaska ,and"its Resources. Boston: Le~ 8: Shepard.



2

tundra for the next 25 miles.

Not only wcs T~aamaas or Ul ukuk a distinctive reference point, but it

was al so a raw material quarry. Both Eskimos and Indians and woul d procure

slate to make the "voma ns knife" or ulu as it is known to Eskimos. Thus,

the mountain's name means "wanan's (sani lunar) knife" in both Eskimo and

Indian dialects, reflecting its symnetrical shape and the products made from

its slate.

Many stories are associated with the Ulukuk Hills. A trading village,

docunented in the 1860s, was located near the base of the hills. The village

people, considered to possess both Indian and Eskirm traits, played an impor­

tant role in the trade and canrrunica tion netsor k between Un al akl eet and Ka1 tag.

In more recent times, the hills have often been called "the Wrale-backs" after

a hunchback man from Ul ukuk Village who later resided in Una la kl eet.

As set forth in the Rules and Regulations, T1aamaas meets two of the

criteria for determining site significance. (1) TJaamaas is associated with

events that have made a significant contribution to Native history and pre­

history in the region (43 CFR 2653.5(d)(1 )). In addition to its historical

inportance as a locationa1 referent for early explorers and traders, the hill

a1 so provided Native peopl es with a material source for their mul ti-purpose

slate knives. (2) Tftaamaas possesses enduring symbolic value to Native peo­

ples of the area (43 eFR 2653.5(d)(3)). The praninent landnark represents

the time when goods and infonnation were regularly exchanged between the

Eskimo people on the coast and interior Indian groups. Itans for trade and

barter were hunted, trapped, and col 1ected fran the Ulukuk Hills by the tra-

ders who 1ived at the hill's base. It also represents a time when naturally

occurring resources were used in tool making--a technology which is part of

a fading tradition among Native groups in the area.

Because TJaamaas or Ul ukuk has signi ficance and meets the criteria for

''l 7
L I



l4(h)(1) sites as defined by the Rules and Regulations, it qual Hies as a

historic site and should be certified for selection by Bering Straits Na-

tive Corporation.
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Tlamaas or Ulukuk mountain, also known as the Chirosky bench mark,
(elevation 2854 feet) lies between Old Homan River and the Unalakleet River,
approximately 30 miles fran Unalakleet. The mountain's volcanic bedrock is
composed of dark colored compact and cemented angular rock fragments as well
as mudstone and sandstone of Cenozoic age. The steep mountain slopes are
very rocky; the soil is coarse, stony and dry.
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another major ecosystem, this should be noted.

C. Site Vege~ation

The vegetation at Ulukuk is characterized by the typical alpine tundra
and barren ground that' occurs over mounta i nous areas and along we11­
drained rocky r idqes in this region. Pla.nts with low growth form are
common on these exposed windswept habitats, especially lichen and mosses;
grasses, sedges with a few herbs are also evident.
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E. ~.~;;ior ::.cCJr!(,;nlC ;\c~1\'1~:'

1 . l J::: :!~ L ~ n r
2.[)Fishl n b
~ rV."i~·lT)~·l.I'('.... · .. tv 'l I:' . l. ...

4 . LJ I,c i n d e ern e r d i n h
S. [~i·E n i ng
6. [)Ci1.. h e r , specify

'. 7. [) None
8. []Unkno\.\71

C. Ethnographic Sur.~ary

PLEASE NOTE

Some of the informa~ion in this sec~ion comes from ~aped interviews
made for the CrSU-AHP 14(h)(I) Project. Researchers gathered this ma~erial" . ~. . .
to document site significance and local history as requlrea unaer provlslons
of ~~SSA 14(h)(1). Interviewees made these ~apes ~ith the undersLanding Lhat
the lanes were not for nublicdtion or gene7al ciTculation; according to the
PTivac~ Act of 1974, Lr~nscripts or notes made directly from the tapes cannot
he used outside the 14(h)(1) Program wjLhout permission from CPSU and iTom
those intervie~ed.

This mountain, named TJamaas to Indians and Ulukuk to Eskimos, is a distincti:."'·
landrmrk and s ig ni ficant to both Native groups because of: (1) the part iJ;;-.l1!S played
in travel and conmunication along the Kaltag Portage; (2) its importance as a material
source for knives; and, (3) stories associated with it.

Early expl orers traveling between the Eskimo village of Unalakleet and the Indian
village of Kaltag often mentioned the Ulukuk Hills in their journals (see bibliography).
Rising to over 2000 feet, the mountains have been describeg as "... symmetrical hills
[which stand] out with striking beauty against dark clouds" (.oal1 1870:29). The trail
between the villages passed close to the base of the mountain and Russian explorers
established a camp at the termination of the range because it was a.good area for
trapping (Ibid:39). Beyond that point the trail crossed bare tundra for-. the next 25
miles. ..f'

Not only was Ulukuk or TJamaas a distinctive reference point, but it was also a
raw material quarry. Both Eskimos and Indians woul d procure slate to make the "wanan's
knife" or ulu as it is known to Eskimos. Thus, the mountain's name, meaning "semi­
lunar knife" in both Indian and Eskimo dialects, reflects its symmetrical shape and
also the products made from its slate.

Many stories are associated with the Ulukuk Hills. A trading village near the
base of the hills was called Ulukuk. The village people, considered to possess both
Indian and Eskimo traits, played an important role in the trade and communication net­
work between Unalakleet and Kaltag. Recently, the hills have often been called "Whale­
back" after a hunchback man fran Ulukuk who later resided in Una 1ak1eet (knowl edqeabl e
Una 1a k1eet res i dent ) .



E. i=ield l nv es t i pa t or Sandra Sob~J_~ .. _

C. 'Otners present at site (affiliation and titje) A. Pro (CPSU field
ass i sta nt ); K• Pra t t, L. A• Gag ne (B IA fie1d a. ssis ta nt s )

--------
D. Form prepared b~' --.:::S:...=a:.;,.:n,-=d.:..:ra~S~o~b~ew.l~ma=..:..:..n _

E. Previous Excavations

NONE

F. Previous Collections

NONE
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XII . r·::~!'s }'1J~D BOUNDAR I ES

A. ~.ollndn;,y .l u s t i fi c a t i on

Boundaries were detennined on the basis of natural landforms and oral
testimony concerning Native use.
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ADDENDUM

T~S

BERING STRAITS NATIVE CORPORATION

BLM iAA-ll786

Bering Straits Native Corporation was notified of the pre­

liminary decision that T~amaas was ineligible as a Native

historical place on or about June 9, 1983, and was requested

to provide additional comments and information that might

have a bearing on this decision. BSNC has failed"to re­

spond within the sixty (60) day time period agreed upon in

the Memorandum of Agreement between the National Park Service

and the Bureau of Indian Affairs.
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