
[Monologue while  i n  plane.  ] 

Steve:  When d id  you come he re?  You s a i d  1913, is t h a t  what you s a i d ?  
Twenty years  ago o r  s o  then .  

C L ~ Q *  
&lades: Yes. 

Unknown: Weren't you a t  Sun r i s e ,  too? 

ber -Rkeeks: No. There were q u i t e  a few people i n  S,unrisf t hen  too .  That burn t  
about  '15' o r  16 ' .  

Steve: It bu rn t  down a l s o ,  i n  1915? 
C 

-Rhdee: Most of t h e  men were out  f i d d l i n  around i n  t h e  creek t h e r e  t r y i n g  t o  
make a l i v i n g .  A few women t h e r e ,  about h a l f  a dozen women, and t h e  
d a r n  g r a s s  caught f i r e  . 

Steve:  We f lew i n  today. We come down from Seward f l y i n g  t h e  rou t e .  I 
have a n  o l d  map h e r e  w i th  a bunch of t h ings  I wanted t o  t r y  t o  check 
with you.. . 

In te rv iew wi th  Carl  Clark: 

Steve:  How old a r e  you? 

Carl  : Seventy-three.  I ' l l  be seventy-four.  

Steve:  We've t r i e d  t o  t a k e  a look a t  t h a t  old t r a i l  a l i t t l e  b i t  and a l o t  
of what we found--a l o t  of t h i s  information--we found a bunch of o ld  
r a i l r o a d  surveys--The Alaska Northern Rai l road and they got j u s t  
every th ing  along t h i s  r o u t e  p r e t t y  w e l l  n a i l ed  ou t  a s  f a r  as p l aces  
through t h e  years ,  when they  were loca ted .  We got a l o t  of maps 
from 1908 up till p re sen t  t i m e .  We a r e  j u s t  t ak ing  a look a t  some 
of t h e s e  t r a i l s - - t h e  Johnson Pass T r a i l ,  Moose Pass  T r a i l .  The 
understanding is t h a t  t h e r e  was a l s o  a t r a i l  t h a t  r a n  along t h e  
c o a s t a l  a r e a  a t  one t i m e ,  over from Sunr i se?  

Carl  : Not t h a t  I know of .  

Steve: Not even a win te r  t r a i l ?  

Carl  : No t r a i l  up t h e r e .  

Steve : --at t h a t  end a t  a l l .  On one of t h e  maps we had drawn up w e  had 
loca ted  some s o r t  of seasona l  t r a i l .  But, you don ' t  know of any? 



Carl  : I don ' t  know anybody ever  t r ave l ed  a t r a i l  t h e r e  and I know some of 
them h e r e  a r e  ninety-f i ve ,  old f r i e n d s  of mine. I know i f  t h e r e  had 
been a t r a i l  t h e r e  they would have mentioned i t .  No, they went up 
through h e r e  (Grani te  Creek). There w a s  a t r a i l  up t h e r e ,  they  had 
done a l i t t l e  mining up the re .  There was an o ld  wagon road t h a t  
went up i n  t h e r e .  

Who had t h e  mining road up t h e r e ?  Steve: 

Ca r l  : Well, o ld  A 1  Pea les ,  who used t o  be i n  Seward. He had some claims 
up t h e r e  about where t h e  road goes through now. They prospected a l l  
them creeks--never amounted t o  nothing.  W s  Creek was t h e  main 
one up t h e r e .  LYN ~9- 

1 
Steve:  Is t h a t  Links Creek? Should have been on t h e  l e f t  o r  t h e  r i g h t .  

Wh t e  s had a roadhouse t h e r e .  G - Car l :  

Steve: There 's  a couple of o ld  cab ins  t h e r e ,  do you know whose t hose  a r e ?  

I don ' t  know who has  got  them now, but they  a r e  o ld  ones.  Carl :  

A r e  they? A r e  they White's do you th ink?  Steve: 

The b igges t  one burnt  up. Car l  : 

The main roadhouse bu rn t  up. Do you know when t h a t  happened? Steve: 

Ca r l  : Oh, l a t e  t h i r t i e s ,  middle f o r t i e s .  

Steve: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  The o t h e r  ones,  do you th ink  they a r e  ou tbui ld ings  
t h a t  were with t h e  old roadhouse? 

Yes, t h a t ' s  a l l  they a r e ,  j u s t  ou tbui ld ings .  They mined up t h e r e .  
A guy had a mine t h e r e  through t h e r e .  

Carl  : 

Steve: 

Carl  : 

Steve:  

Which town? 

White, I guess,  put t h e  tunne l  i n .  Then Anderson had i t  af te rwards .  

You've got Anderson's r i g h t  down h e r e  a l i t t l e  b i t  below White. Is 
t h a t  r i g h t ?  

Carl  : Well Anderson had t h e  whole works a f te rwards .  White had t h e  road- 
house, him and h i s  wife  they  were i n  t h e  roadhouse. 

Carl  : Yes, up from t h e  cabin.  He mined r i g h t  i n  t h e  creek and then  some 
more guys t r i e d  i t  l a t e r .  Seven of them got  k i l l e d  i n  a s l i d e  over  
t h e r e .  

Steve: A rock s l i d e ?  



Carl  : 

Steve : 

Carl  : 

Steve: 

Car l  : 

Steve:  

Car l  : 

Steve: 

Car l  : 

Steve : 

Carl  : 

Steve: 

Ca r l  : 

Steve: 

Carl  : 

Steve : 

Carl  : 

Steve: 

Carl  : 

Snow s l i d e .  They got  up t h e  creek a  l i t t l e  t oo  f a r .  

We show Anderson i n  t h e r e  about 1910. 

Well, h e  w a s  i n  t h e r e  a f t e r  w e  come h e r e  because my dad worked f o r  
him. H e  w a s  i n  t h e r e  up u n t i l  1915. 

We show Whites i n  t h e r e  1896. 

Oh, h e  was i n  t h e r e  a f t e r  t h a t ,  because w e  hauled o ld  Anderson and 
h i s  crew over  h e r e  wi th  a boa t  and we d i d n ' t  s t a r t  t h a t  till around 
' 2 2 ' .  

The o ld  t r a i l  over  a t  Johnson, of course  t h e  Fores t  Serv ice  t r a i l  
you can see through t h e r e  now, but you r e a l l y  c a n ' t  s e e  much of any 
o t h e r  t r a i l .  Of course  i t ' s  a l l  t h a t  low willow. How d id  t h e  t r a i l  
fo l low through t h e r e ,  p r e t t y  much r i g h t  down on t h e  c reek?  

P r e t t y  much t h e  same way. 

We r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s e e  any c u t s  up on t h e  r i d g e s  o r  anything t h a t  
would i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t r a i l . .  . 
Well, about t h e  only t h ing  t h a t  has  changed much on t h a t  i s  t h i s  
road i n t o  Hope, they  c a l l  i t  Beach, . 
That was r i g h t  down on t h e  beach? 

Well, c l o s e  t o  it--it was o f f  t h e  beach and on t h e  beach , bu t  i t  
h i t  t h e  beach q u i t e  a  b i t .  

And they 'd  go out  on t h e  i c e  too .  

Well, no t  t oo  much. There was a  r e g u l a r  t r a i l  t h a t  c rossed  ou t  
t h e r e .  

But, i t  was r i g h t . .  . 
It come down over  them po in t s .  

So, i t ' s  more o r  l e s s  between Hope and Sunr i se ,  between t h e  highway 
and t h e  ocean. 

Right,  i t  c ros se s  t h e  highway about h a l f  way t o  Sunr i se ,  on t h e  
upper s i d e .  

You mean from Halfway Poin t  t o  Sunr i se ,  i t  was above t h e  road. Then 
from Halfway Point  i t  was below t h e  road.  

Yes, followed p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  t h a t ,  beached (?) i n  t h e  t imber  and 
ou t  of t h e  t imber .  



Steve:  I ' l l  have t o  take  a look. I suppose most of t h a t  went wi th  t h e  
ear thquake though. 

Carl  : No, I t h i n k  i f  I could f i n d  i t  i t ' s  probably b r u s h i e r  t han  any o t h e r  
p l ace  now, t h a t ' s  t h e  way most of t h e s e  t r a i l s  a r e .  

Steve: Come back t h i c k e r  than  before .  

Ca r l  : You s e e  t h e  brush r e a l  t h i c k ,  t h a t ' s  were t h e  t r a i l  was. 

Unknown : . 
Car l  : There was always somebody had a roadhouse t h e r e .  Whoever had it-- 

t h a t  was Anderson's--another one of h i s  mining camps. 

r i g h t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  o f f  on Links 

) Creek. Right t h e r e  today,  j u s t  a s  you t u r n  south  t o  go down h e r e  t o  
Moose Pass on t h e  highway t h e r e  is fou r  o r  f i v e  old bu i ld ings  i n  
t h e r e .  Look's l i k e  they a r e  f a i r l y  w e l l  maintained. 

Car l  : Yeah, t h e r e  is an  old barn t h e r e  and t h e  o t h e r  old bu i ld ings .  

Steve: There is f o u r  bu i ld ings  t h e r e ,  and a l l  r i g h t  i n  a row. 

Car l  : Real old bu i ld ings  t h e r e .  

Steve:  Is t h a t  Anderson's s i t e  the re?  

Ca r l  : Anderson had i t  once. H e  was going t o  bu i ld  a log dam ac ros s  Canyon 
Creek t h e r e  and b r ing  Canyon Creek up and run i t  r i g h t  down t o  t h e  
where t h e  road runs .  

Steve:  But t h a t  o ld  s i t e  was t h e r e  be fo re  Anderson owned i t .  What's i t  
c a l l e d  now, do you know? 

Carl : I don ' t  know who owns i t .  We j u s t  c a l l  i t  t h e  Fork. 

Steve:  That p l ace  is  known a s  t h e  Fork. 

Carl  : Where Canyon Creek and Six-Mile come toge the r  t h e r e .  

Steve:  Then t h e r e ' s  t h a t  highway s t a t i o n  t h e r e  now, t h a t  maintenance shed. 
You kind of drop over  t h e  h i l l  down towards t h e  s t ream t h e r e  t hen  
towards t h a t  Six-Mile Creek. There w a s  some old foundat ion r u i n s  
r i g h t  i n  t h e r e .  

Carl  : Well, t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of remains of o ld  cab ins  up t h e r e  and ac ros s  t h e  
c reek  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of old mining junk over t h e r e .  There was people  
a l l  over .  Canyon Creek up t h e r e  t h a t  was t h e  main one, t h e  one t h a t  
goes up toward t h e  lake  t h e r e .  

Steve: Canyon Creek, now where's t h a t  a t ?  



Carl  : 

Steve:  

Carl  : 

Steve: 

That comes down along t h e  road t h e r e  from Summit Lake up t h e r e  down 
towards Sunr i se .  

On t h e  o ld  Moose--what d id  they use  t o  c a l l  i t ?  The Moose Pass  
F re igh t  Trail--Government T r a i l .  

Well, t h e  miners made it. They were mining over  ou t  of Moose Pass .  
Creek was t h e  r i c h e s t .  There was q u i t e  a l i t t l e  

done t h e r e .  It s t a r t e d  wi th  a pack t r a i l  and kept  g e t t i n g  improved 
till they f i n a l l y  could ge t  a wagon over  i t .  

Widening out  a l i t t l e  b i t .  Did you know anything about--this is  
probably a l i t t l e  south  f u r t h e r  than  what you know of--Primrose 
Mine? South of Kenai Lake. 

Ca r l  : I don ' t  know too  much about t h a t .  D i f f e r e n t  ones have owned i t .  

Steve:  We f lew over  it and a l l  we saw was one l i t t l e  cab in  up t h e r e  and 
some l i t t l e  old r u i n s .  

Carl  : . 
Steve:  What about F a l l s  Creek? They've go t  q u i t e  an o r e  bu i ld ing  up t h e r e  

b- yet--a m i l l  o r . . .  

Car l  : Yeah, they t r i e d  t o  mine up t h e r e  t oo ,  bu t  t h a t  d i d n ' t  pan out  
e i t h e r .  

Steve: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  That ' s  a real e a r l y  one, '96 ' .  

Car l  : No, t h e r e ' s  more gold took out  o f ,  w e l l  o u t s i d e ,  M i l l s  Creek and 
Canyon Creek up t h e r e ,  t hen  Resur rec t ion  t h a t  was t h e  main producer.  

Steve : Resurrec t ion ,  M i l l s  Creek and Canyon Creek. 

Unknown: What about S i l v e r t i p ?  On t h e  map t h e r e ' s  a p l a c e  c a l l e d  S i l v e r t i p .  

Car l  : You know--well, t h a t ' s  above t h e  f o r k s  t h e r e .  Where they  use t h e  
road . 

Steve:  

Car l  : 

Steve:  

There 's  an old cab in  t h e r e  r i g h t  now t h a t ' s  s tanding .  Did they go 
i n t o  t h e  Gran i t e  Creek Route? Was t h a t  used more t han  t h e  Johnson 
Route down t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d ?  I guess  what I would have t o  a sk  is,  
when they were f r e i g h t i n g  I suppose they brought by r a i l ,  d id  they 
b a s i c a l l y  b r ing  t h e i r  f r e i g h t  t o  Johnson o r  Portage,  o r  d id  they  
b r i n g  it  t o  Moose Pass  and then  f r e i g h t  h e r  back up? 

Well, e a r l y  ones come t o  Johnson Pass.  

The e a r l i e s t  ones came t o  Johnson Pass--for t h i s  a r e a ,  t h e  whole 
Sunr i se  a r e a .  When did they s t a r t  using t h e  Grani te  Creek Route? 



Carl  : 

Steve:  

Car l  : 

Steve:  

Car l  : 

Steve: 

Ca r l  : 

Steve: 

Car l  : 

Steve: 

Carl  : 

Steve : 

Carl  : 

Steve : 

Carl  : 

Steve: 

Carl :  

Well, they were s t i l l  us ing  t h a t  when we come he re .  Most every th ing  
came from Johnson Pass.  Then, they used t o  br ing  f r e i g h t  i n t o  
Sunr i se  and haul  i t  up t o  M i l l s  c reek and up t h a t  way, t h a t ' s  how 
t h e  wagon road got up t h e r e .  They'd haul  h e r  from the  army o r . . .  

What d id  they do, they 'd  j u s t  dock h e r e  a t  Sunr i se ,  and then  they 'd  
j u s t  hau l  i t  on up? 

Yes. 

Did they ever  run ac ros s  t h e  Arm (Turnagain) a t  a l l ?  

The t r a i l ?  

Can't  do i t  wi th  t h e  t i d e  i n  t h e  win te r .  

No, t h a t  i c e  a l l  breaks up and it moves every t i d e .  There has  been 
people who crossed way up a t  t h e  head of t h e r e  around Portage.  It 
g e t s  p r e t t y  s o l i d  t h e r e  sometimes, but i t  don ' t  l a s t  t oo  long. 

You might do i t  once, o r  a h a l f  of one t i m e ,  huh? 

No, i t  never f r e e z e s  s o l i d ,  i t ' s  always moving. 

You s a i d  you worked f o r  t h e  road commission h e r e  f o r  some years ,  o r  
t r a i l  crew? 

No, I worked f o r  them one summer when they b u i l t  t h e  road up . I knew t h e  country and I helped them 
f i g u r e  ou t  t h e  rou t e .  

You were t h e  consu l t an t ?  

Packer,  gu ide ,  and brush c u t t e r  mostly.  

You did mostly what, mining then  through t h i s  a r e a ?  

I ' v e  done every th ing ,  be s ides  work f o r  somebody e l s e .  Well, I 
t rapped mostly when I w a s  r e a l  young. I would do an odd job once i n  
a while  and then  go t  i n t o  mining. I was up i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  on a 
t r app ing  expedition--a guide up t h e r e .  

Whereabouts was t h a t ?  

I n  t h e  Alaska Range. Came back from t h a t  and bought--well a mine i s  
what brought us h e r e  up t h e  c reek  t h e r e .  

s t a r t e d  it then  then  we bought i t  and mined most of 
i t .  We run  from 1930 t o  1942 on t h a t  then  t h e  War came on s o  went 
fishing--bought a boat--and f i shed  B r i s t o l  Bay, Cordova, and t h e  
whole cockeyed works wound up i n  Cook I n l e t .  (For about 12 years . )  
Then s t a r t e d  c u t t i n g  t h e  seasons down on t h a t ,  s o l d  out  and bought a 
bunch of ho r se s  and went i n t o  t h e  guiding bus iness  and I done t h a t  
f o r  about 12  years .  So, i t ' s  been one th ing  o r  another .  I ' v e  been 
a logger ,  guide--anything come along t h a t  I could make a d o l l a r .  



Steve:  We've been he re ,  oh I guess  a couple of days. We might s i t  down 
with some of t h e  people from t h e  Fo re s t  Serv ice  too .  They seem t o  
know where a l o t  of t h e s e  o ld  sites were a t ,  i f  anything remains. 
There 's  no t  t oo  much l e f t  along t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  i t ' s  a l l  p r e t t y  
w e l l . .  . 

Carl  : Along t h e s e  o ld  roads h e r e  t h e r e  used t o  be o ld  cab ins ,  along about 
every 4-5 mi les  t h e r e  would be somebody. They're a l l  r o t t e d  down. 
The roads have been changed and missed some of them. 

Steve:  Through, what do you c a l l  t h a t  up through Forks t o  Dal l  and down, i s  
t h a t  t h e  Moose Pass  Route, o r  is  i t  up Quartz Creek? 

Carl : Moose Pass Road. When they  q u i t  t ak ing  t h e  mail  through Johnson 
Pass ,  w e l l  a f t e r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  go t  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  they s t a r t e d  haul ing  
t o  Moose Pass and come with mail  from t h e r e .  

Steve: But, they would s t i l l  haul  f r e i g h t  over Johnson a f t e r  t h a t ?  

Ca r l  : Well, t h e r e  wasn't  a g r e a t  l o t  of f r e i g h t  . 
Steve:  So Johnson was r e a l l y  a p r e t t y  s h o r t  l i v e d  t r a i l  f o r  most of i t s  

use .  What was i t  used f o r  a f t e r  t h i s .  

Car l  : Nothing, i t  grew up i n  brush. They q u i t  mining up t h e r e .  

Steve: When would t h a t  have been, t h e  twent ies?  E a r l i e r ?  

Car l  : No, i n  t h e  twent ies .  Then i n  t h e  30s we were j u s t  about t h e  only 
ones t h a t  mined the re .  

Steve:  Along Moose Pass  t h e r e  is a heck of a l o t  more sites along through 
t h e r e .  The Brush Ray Mine, t h a t ' s  a t  t h e  Fork. 

Carl  : Yes, w e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of them mines t h a t  were never mined. They 
were j u s t  c la ims.  None of them ever  took out  anything,  ou t s ide  of 
t h a t  a r e a  around G i l p a t r i c k  Mine and t h a t  l i t t l e  group up t h e r e .  

S teve :  d "  Dabl, t h a t  never amounted t o  anything? 

Carl  : Well, i n  t h e  e a r l y  days,  a t  M i l l  Creek t h a t  comes out  r i g h t  c l o s e  
t h e r e ,  o ld  Smeaser had t h a t  c la im r i g h t  i n  t h e  mouth of M i l l  Creek 
and h e  shoveled i n  $60,000 t h e r e  one summer. Pick and shovel .  
Tha t ' s  p r e t t y  good ground. He took about a h a l f  m i l l i o n  ou t  of 
t h e r e .  

Steve:  This  was what, 1905? 

Carl  : Before t h a t ,  h e  was one of t h e  f i r s t  ones i n  t h e  t h e r e .  

Steve : What happened? Did he  leave?  



Carl : They mined i t  ou t .  They picked above and below him and took a l o t  
of gold ou t  of t h e r e .  H e  d ied  up t h e r e ,  t h e  d i r t i e s t  man ever  saw. 
H e  wouldn't even go t o  t h e  bathroom ou t s ide ,  he  done i t  i n  t h e  house 
and took t h e  paper and throwed i t  out  t h e  door.  H e  made a l l  of h i s  
money, went Outside and was gone f o r  about two years .  Had a b i g  
blow out  and came back broke. H e  couldn ' t  f i n d  any more gold and 
was s o  d i sgus ted  t h a t  h e  q u i t  doing anything but  hunt  f o r  t h a t  pay 
s t r e a k  and he never d id  f i n d  i t .  He w a s  going t o  f i n d  t h e  mother 
lode.  H e  s tayed  r i g h t  up t h e r e  and d ied  i n  h i s  cabin.  I don ' t  
t h i n k  t h a t  bugger took a ba th  i n  t e n  yea r s .  

Steve: What was t h e  o t h e r  one--Saxton's Camp? 

Car l  : Yeah, t h a t  was o ld  B i l l  Saxton 's  p lace .  That was r e c e n t .  

Steve: We've go t  it down '96'  a s  a f i r s t  r e f e r ence  on i t .  Is t h a t  p o s s i b l e  
o r  is  i t  known by something e l s e ?  

Carl  : Sexton maybe. 

+ Steve:  Saxton? Roughly between Daal and Wievel . * 
Car l  : That ' s  t h e  o ld  Saxton p l ace  up t h e r e .  

Steve: Not t h a t  o l d ,  huh? 

Ca r l  : No. There w a s  nothing t h e r e .  

Steve: Before he  came the re?  

Car l  : There w a s  some cabins  down t h e r e  a t  t h e  mouth of . 
No, B i l l  Saxton he  worked on t h e  road t h e r e .  He b u i l t  t h a t  house 
t h e r e .  I go t  h i s  o ld  c a r  ou t  he re ,  an o ld  '40 '  Chevrolet .  

Steve:  Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  We'll have t o  check t h a t  over.  We've got  records  
showing t h a t  was some s o r t  of a c t i n g  mining camp i n  '96 ' . But.. . 

d Unknown: What about W# @d@Bb 
M) 19% 

Carl  : Yeah, Wjzvel, t h a t ' s  down t h i s  way, though q u i t e  a ways, about 
halfway down between Saxton's and t h e  Fork. Across t h e  c reek  
t h e r e ' s  some o ld  bu i ld ings ,  a t  l e a s t  t h e r e  was. 

\P\rX:2, 
Unknown: What was M e v e l ?  Another camp? 

Carl  : Yeah, t h a t  was a p l a c e r  dea l .  H e  had some good ground the re .  He 
h i t  t h e  o ld  channel of Canyon Creek where i t  c u t  ac ros s  t h a t  po in t  
and found where i t  come across .  It was a r e a l  o ld  channel.  H e  
mined i t  out .  They come out  of Canyon Creek and went back i n t o  
Canyon Creek wi th  it. 

Steve:  Did anybody eve r  go hard rock then  underneath Canyon Creek t o  t r y  
and f i n d  i t ?  



Carl  : 
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Carl  : 
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Carl  : 

Steve:  

Carl  : 

Steve: 

Well, i t  is j u s t  p l a c e r  gold.  

Tha t ' s  a l l  i t  is. It 's not  a ve in ,  no quar tz  i n  i t ?  

No. 

Did you say t h a t  Anderson a t  Canyo -did he  b u i l d  t h e  dam a t  Canyon 
Creek o r  n o t ?  - 
H e  b u i l t  i t  p a r t l y .  He had everybody worried i n  Sunr i s e  because 
they  knew i t  would go out  i f  he  ever  got it up t h e r e  and 
Creek, cause when she  went out  she 'd  wash Sunr i se  away down t h e r e .  
He had about  20 Swedes up t h e r e  logging and bu i ld ing  on t h a t  t h i n g  
f o r  I guess  a yea r  and a h a l f ,  two yea r s  maybe. You can s e e  i t  ye t  
i f  you f o  down i n  t h a t  f i r s t  canyon above t h e  . 
It 's  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  a s  you go south  t h e r e ?  Is t h a t  Moose Creek 
i t ' s  on? 

No, i t ' s  r i g h t  on Canyon Creek. J u s t  up through t h a t  canyon from 
where t h e  br idge  c ros se s  down t h e r e  on t h e  highway. He had i t  
wal led up about ha l f  way t o  t h e  top t h e r e  once. Had a b ig  sp i l lway  
i n  t h e r e  and he  was going t o  log around t h e  top  and then  s h u t  t h e  
ga t e .  A l l  t h a t  canyon up through t h e r e  w a s  supposed t o  f i l l  up wi th  
water and then  run  over and come down r i g h t  t o  t h e  road,  by them 
bu i ld ings  there-- that  was supposed t o  run  $4 a f o o t  on bedrock, bu t  
t h e r e  was a l o t  of overburden s o  he  was going t o  swipe a l l  t h a t  o f f  
and mine t h e  bottom. 

What about t h e  Oracle  Mine? - 
It was about t h e  only producer over  t h e r e  of hard rock. 

Oh, i t  was a hard rock,  huh? 

Yeah, they took a l i t t l e  gold ou t  of t h e r e .  George Linsey was t h e  
l a s t  one, he  had a high grade o r e  and took out  about $30-40,000 one 
summe r . 
And moved on. 

Well, t h a t  was about t h e  t a i l  end of i t  I guess.  There w a s  two o r  
t h r e e  good prospec ts  t h e r e ,  took a l i t t l e  out  of them. 

Right i n  t h a t  same a r e a  as S 1 a  Creek I guess .  

Yeah, y - - t h e y  never  took a whole l o t  ou t  o f ,  
bu t  i t  was t h e  r i c h e s t  i n  spo t s .  I ' v e  s een  t h e  rock come out  of 
t h e r e  and t h e  rock was hanging toge the r  with gold. S t r i n g s  of 
gold--the rocks were a l l  ro t ten- - jus t  pockets .  Old G i l p a t r i c k  he  
had a l l  of these--he run  a tunne l  i n  t h e r e  and he  saved a l l  t h a t  t o  
se l l  t h e  mine on, only he  d i d n ' t .  There was j u s t  l i t t l e  s p o t s  h e r e  
and there--r ich,  and t h e  rest of i t . . .  



Steve:  He pu l l ed  i n  p a r t n e r s  i n  on and every th ing  too.  

Ca r l  : H e  s o l d  ou t .  I t 's  been s o l d  two o r  t h r e e  t imes on t h e  s t r e n g t h  of 
t hose  l i t t l e  pockets  t h a t  he  found t h e r e .  

CI, Steve:  You've ever  been over where t h e  o ld  Russian diggings a r e  supposed t o  
be? That ' s  on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  {ere. 

Car l  : . Yeah, I know where i t  is. 

Steve:  P l ace r  diggings? Supposed t o  be some o ld  p i l e s  of rock, e t c .  Did 
anybody else ever  mine t h a t  l a t e r ?  

Car l  : Not t h a t  I know of .  I t h i n k  t h e  Russians worked h e r e  too .  We were 
mining up here--we worked t h e  whole v a l l e y  from one bank t o  t h e  
o t h e r  p r e t t y  much. We c l ea red  o f f  some b ig  t imber ,  cottonwood t r e e s  
through t h e r e  and b i g  spruce ,  logged o f f  and we mined i t .  We r a n  
i n t o  some o ld  s l u i c e  boxes r i g h t  down i n  t h e  c l a y ,  about s i x  o r  
seven f e e t  o r  g r ave l  over  them, s t i l l  i n t a c t .  

Steve:  That was up Canyon Creek? 

Carl  : No, Resur rec t ion  Creek. That was back and them t r e e s  has  growed 
s i n c e  then.  We were mining t h e r e  i n  t h e  30s when t h i s  happened, s o  
they went way back somewhere. Nobody seems t o  know j u s t  who would 
have done t h a t .  

Steve: You never took any p i c t u r e s  of t h a t  o r  anything? 

Carl : . They d i d n ' t  t a k e  ou t  much because t h e  
p i t  was j u s t  about a s  good as any of them, they j u s t  put t h e s e  boxes 
i n  towards t h e  middle probably. 

Unknown: Was t h e r e  any quar tz  i n  t h e  c reek  bed? 

Carl : No, no t  i n  t h e  c reek  bed. Farmer c reek  is  t h e  place--Hershey (?)  
had h i s  mine up t h e r e .  

Unknown: Is t h a t  s t i l l  up t h e r e ?  

Carl  : No, a snow s l i d e  took i t .  

Steve:  Who had t h e  scheduled runs more o r  l e s s  between Hope and t h e  r a i l -  
road. Were t h e r e  scheduled f r e i g h t  runs a t  a l l ?  

Carl  : No, no t  f r e i g h t .  The main p a r t  of t h e  f r e i g h t  was brought i n  t h e  
summer and you d i d n ' t  s e e  any more f r e i g h t  u n t i l  t h e  next  sp r ing .  I f  
you wanted t o  g e t  something you could haul  i n  a dog s l e d  and run  
down t o  Seward and ge t  i t .  

Steve: So they brought every th ing  i n  on t h e  wagon road then? 

Ca r l  : Yeah, come up t h e  Arm on boa ts  and they 'd  unload f r e i g h t  h e r e  o r  
Sunr i s e  and then  t h e  guys up t h e  creek would come down wi th  t h e i r  
wagon and load up and go home. 
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Were they doing t h a t  even be fo re  you came? Was t h a t  p r e t t y  up t o  
s t anda rd?  

Well, a l o t  of i t  when we come h e r e  they had t o  pack it i n  on 
ho r se s .  when they  were ope ra t i ng  there--that was 
be fo re  my time--they packed every th ing  i n  wi th  horses .  

And then  they r an  t h e  mail--was i t  Es t e s ,  ou t  of Moose Pass ,  d i d n ' t  
h e  run  t h e  mail from Seward t o  Hope? 

Well, Moose Pass t o  Hope. That was l a t e r .  

How did  he  run  t h a t ?  Was t h a t  dog o r  s l e d ?  

H e  d id  one year with t h e  dogs--one o r  two years--and then  he  made 
t h e  f i r s t  snowmobile they had here .  Well, h e  had a l i t t l e  o ld  D2 
c a t ,  he  used t h a t  p a r t  of t h e  time--snowmobile h e  c a l l e d  i t .  H e  had 
t h e  c a t  and an o l d  ho r se  s l e d .  H i m  on t h e  s l e d  s i t t i n g  and h e  had 
l i n e s  on t h e  c a t  j u s t  l i k e  d r i v i n g  a ho r se ,  a l l  geared up t h e r e .  
He'd s i t  wi th  t h e  t h e r e  by t h e  s tove .  

Do you know a n  Anton Eide? He was t h e  f i r s t  mai l  c a r r i e r .  

. . .g o t  out  t h e r e  and were walking around t h e  o ld  bu i ld ings  and such 
and t h e  two b i t  machine q u i t  on us. H e  was t e l l i n g  about who l i ved  
t h e r e ,  who hauled water ,  who had t h e  mail  s e r v i c e .  Pu t t i ng  a l l  t h i s  
nea t  s t u f f  t oge the r  and we g e t  back and t h e  t a p e  recorder  was 
broken. 

Well,! when we f i r s t  come he re ,  about t h e  t i m e  w e  come he re ,  t h a t ' s  
whed &&ell (?)  he  had a l l  t h e  mail  contracts-- the Hope, t h e  
I d i t a r o d ,  t h e  whole works. From Andy Simons h e  c a r r i e d  i t  from m i l e  
23 o r  34  t o  Johnson Pass t o  Hope. H e  was mail  c a r r i e r  then.  Then 
i t  went from him t o  o ld  A 1  Far ren  (?)  I guess  he  c a r r i e d  longer  than  
anybody, but  he  went t o  Moose Pass .  

E 
Is any of R#vel l ' s  fami ly  s t i l l  around a t  a l l ?  

H i s  s tepson .  H e  was up he re  v i s i t i n g  a couple  of years  ago. 

Where does he l i v e ?  

H e ' s  out  i n  Oregon. 

I wonder i f  h e  has  any o ld  papers  o r  anything.  

I don ' t  know. H e  had some o ld  p i c t u r e s  and s t u f f  t h a t  he  tu rned  
i n t o  t h e  H i s t o r i c a l  Soc ie ty  i n  Seward. I don ' t  know j u s t  what i t  
was. H i s  mother was t h e  f i r s t  white  woman o r  white  k id  born i n  
Seward. She w a s  p a r t  Russian. 

Of course  they  were t h e  e a r l y  ones down t h e r e .  They had an o ld  
homestead j u s t  no r th  of Seward. 



Carl  : They owned Seward j u s t  about .  I n  o rde r  f o r  Harry and Bus te r ,  t h e  
two boys--she gave a whole homestead t o  somebody t h e r e  i n  Seward t o  
t ake  c a r e  of t h e  k id s  one w in t e r  s o  they could go t o  school .  She 
was one of t h e  Lowells, they owned . 

Steve;  Mar Lowell? 
-is!..@ 

Carl  : I don ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a Mary Lowell. 

Steve : I know we found some o ld  records ,  t h e  old homestead of Mary Lowells, 
and t h a t ' s  where t h e  terminus f o r  t h e  Alaskan Northern began, r i g h t  
a t  one of h e r  corner  monuments. 

Unknown: Did you know Jack Lean? 

Car l  : Oh, yeah. 

Unknown: What happened t o  him a f t e r ,  I guess ,  h e  had t h e  Rainy Pass  Roadhouse 
o r  one of t h e  roadhouses? 

Car l  : He c a r r i e d  mail t h e r e  too .  Af t e r  t h a t  he  w a s  more o r  l e s s  a 
t r a p p e r .  H e  l i v e d  up t h e r e  f o r  years  a f t e r  he  q u i t  t h e  mail  r ou t e .  

Steve: Who's t h a t ?  

Car l  : Jack Lean, 

Unknown: Did he come back o r  did he  s t a y  up the re?  

Cark: He come down he re  and was a guide around . H i m  and Andy Simon, Buster  Revel1 and Franky 9 

they  were a l l  i n  t h e  hunt ing bus iness .  

Steve : Hunting and guiding.  

Unknown: Was t h a t  who you guided wi th  up i n  t h e  Alaska Range? 

Ca r l  : No, John Hyducovitch w a s  t h e  guy I s t a r t e d  with.  

Steve: Whereabouts i n  t h e  Alaska Range where you? 
:, , , / . p r  , f  . . .?s-4P 

Car l  : Up around t h e  Del ta  t h e r e ,  They had t h e  road t o  Valdez but  we 
hunted from G Creek c l ean  up t o  t h e  head of t h e  Robbin- 
son,  around t h e  g l a c i e r  up t he re .  For ty  day t r i p  l a s t  t ime I went 
up t h e r e .  We had 22 head of ho r se s  and 4 hun te r s .  We took every- 
t h i n g  with us and brought every th ing  back. 

Steve:  Who were your c l i e n t s ?  
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Well, Andicot t  (?)  was one of them. He put  up t h e  money f o r  t h e  
whole t r i p .  Andicot t  's Shoe Company and then  h e ' s  got mines i n  
South America--he's a r i c h  guy. He brought h i s  f r i e n d s .  About t h e  
n e a r e s t  t h ing  t o  a gentlemen I ' v e  ever  m e t .  He's j u s t  a s  common a s  
a n  o ld  farmer,  you know. I hunted wi th  him a lot--he was j u s t  a 
n i c e  guy t o  be around. 

Of course  i n  t h a t  country you do a l o t  of car ibou  and sheep hunt ing.  

Oh, we got sheep, car ibou ,  moose, g r i z z l y ,  b lack  bea r s ,  t h e  whole 
works. They had every th ing .  A t  t h a t  t ime,  why them darn  sheep 
--there hadn ' t  been anybody hunt ing them up i n  t h e r e  and t h e r e  was 
l o t s  of them--I know one day I was ou t  t h e r e  with him and one of t h e  
o t h e r  ones--they wanted t o  t a k e  p i c t u r e s  t h a t  day. We went up t h e r e  
and--about 2-300 sheep on t h e  mountain t h e r e  --got r i g h t  up among 
them and t h e  sheep wouldn't run. They wanted t o  g e t  p i c t u r e s  of 
them s tanding  and running. I had t o  throw rocks a t  t h e s e  wild sheep 
t o  make them run s o  they  could t a k e  p i c t u r e s .  They j u s t  s tood  
around and looked a t  you--they never  saw anybody. 

Well, I t e l l  you they run  today. 

And then  t h e r e  was g r i z z l i e s  up t h e r e .  Anytime you sho t  a car ibou  
o r  anything up t h e r e ,  i f  you d i d n ' t  t a k e  it home t h a t  n igh t  t h e  
bea r s  would have i t  t h e  next morning. There was t h a t  many of them. 
The p l ace  was crawling with them. 

No, we had t h e  pack t r a i n .  We a l l  had a sadd le  horse .  We took 
every th ing  enough f o r  t h i s  f o r t y  day t r i p .  We'd e a t  up t h e  grub we 
had loaded on t h e  ho r se s  and by t h e  t i m e  w e  go t  through we had 
every th ing  loaded with horns and s t u f f  coming ou t .  It worked j u s t  
r i g h t .  We moved every o t h e r  day, a s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  of a m i l e  o r  so .  

Tr ip  of a l i f e t i m e  wasn't i t ?  

Yeah. 

Well, we won't t ake  a w h o l e  l o t  more of your t i m e .  Trying t o  
--working on t h i s  t r a i l ,  l i k e  t h a t  meeting we s a i d ,  every t i m e  we 
turned around we'd f i n d  more and more in format ion  on t h e  t r a i l .  

What have they  come with now, i t ' s  going t o  kind of fo l low t h e  
r a i l r o a d ,  huh? 

Yeah, t h a t ' s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  rou t e .  What we're doing i s  say ing  t h a t  
t h e r e  is a primary r o u t e  and t h e  on ly  way you can do t h a t  is t r y  t o  
d e f i n e  i t  wi th in  a set per iod of yea r s ,  s o  you can have more o r  less 
a continuous connect ion from Seward t o  Nome. And then  we're a l s o  
looking a t  a l o t  of o t h e r s  l i k e  t h e  Johnson Pass  and Moose Pass  
T r a i l s  and c a l l i n g  those  connect ing t r a i l s ,  j u s t  f o r  l ack  of any- 
t h i n g  else t o  c a l l  them. Because, l ike i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  when you g e t  
around I d i t a r o d  and such i t ' s  a network, i t ' s  a whole system of 
t r a i l s .  



Carl  : Yeah. Tha t ' s  what t h e  t r a i l  was f o r  anyhow. Feeders t h a t  come i n  
kept i t  going. 

Steve:  D i f f e r e n t  t h ings  happened i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  s o  t h e  t r a i l  changed 
too ,  but when they  d e c l a r e  a h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  you almost have t o  t r y  
t o  d e f i n e  an a r t e r y  o r  v e i n  and s o  t h a t ' s  what we've done. We've 
s a i d  t h i s  is our  primary r o u t e  and t r i e d  t o  i d e n t i f y  t h e  o t h e r  
r o u t e s  t h a t  branched o f f  of it t h a t  became p r e t t y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and 
then  t r i e d  t o  d e f i n e  i t  around t h a t .  

Unknown : 
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... Before t h e  earthquake--was t h e  t i d e  t h e  same a s  i t  is now, d id  i t  
go out  as much be fo re  t h e  earthquake a s  i t  does now? 

Yeah, i t  went out  j u s t  a s  much, but r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  ear thquake i t  
came i n  b igge r  t han  i t  eve r  d id .  The ground sunk and i t  s t i l l  came 
h ighe r  t han  i t  did be fo re  because i t ' s  f l a t  down t h e r e  and it sunk 
about f i v e  f e e t . .  . 
They never  had anything l i k e  a f e r r y  o r  anything back and f o r t h  t o  
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ?  

Well, one yea r  o r  two Matt had a kind of f e r r y ,  bu t  w e  used t o  run  a 
r e g u l a r  boat  back and f o r t h .  The Alaska Rai l road went t o  Rain- 
bow--to p ick  up t h e  mail  and passengers ,  my b r o t h e r  and I we r a n  t h e  
boat  t h e r e  from about 1919 t o  1924. One summer we never missed a 
t i d e ,  e i t h e r  we'd be going t o  Rainbow t o  p ick  up some mail  o r  
f r e i g h t ,  always 2 o r  3 bags, and then  we'd go t o  Anchorage twice a 
week. 

You'd go a l l  t h e  way t o  Anchorage i n  t h e  boa t?  

That ' s  r i g h t .  I t ' d  t a k e  you two t i d e s  t o  do it. You'd go down t o  
t h e  lower end of F i r e  I s l a n d  and g e t  t h e r e  about t h e  time t h e  t i d e  
tu rned ,  and t h e  t i d e  pushed t h e  boat .  Then you'd ca t ch  t h e  outgoing 
t i d e  s o  you'd g e t  down t o  F i r e  I s l a n d  j u s t  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  t i d e  t o  
t u r n  aga in .  

What kind of boat  did you run? 

T h i r t y  f o o t e r .  Sometimes we'd pack 15-20 passengers  i n  t h a t  l i t t l e  
o l d  t h i r t y  f o o t  boa t .  

[Looking a t  a p i c t u r e  album] 

2nd Tape: 

Carl  : . . .Ravel1 he  had about 200 of them over he re .  
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Kenai Lake? 

Kenai Lake and T r a i l  Lake up t h e r e  where t h e  Johnson Pass  Road t u r n s  
o f f .  

Where Johnson Pass  t u r n s  o f f  t o  Kenai. 
a 

Well, i t  comes out  a t  T r a i l  Lake. 

That was a dog boarding ... 
Yeah, t h e r e ,  and we had p a r t  of them down a t  . 
Any p l ace  they could have f i s h  they would board them. 

And t h a t ' s  r i g h t  ou t  i n  t h e  lake  t h e r e ,  . 
The I d i t a r o d  Mail Team, Hope S t r e e t ,  1914. 

Brought them i n  t h e  summer on t h e  boat . . .and t h a t ' s  Joe  Richardson, 
he l i ved  h e r e  q u i t e  a long t i m e .  

Says m a i l  l eav ing  Hope. An o ld  f r e i g h t e r  w i th  a ' ~ e e '  po le  on t h e  
f r o n t  t h e r e .  

Tha t ' s  t h e  way--there wasn't  no glamour t o  t h i s  dog mushing then.  
J u s t  wanted t h e  buggers t o  p u l l ,  no t  how f a s t  they could go. 

Hey, look a t  those  horns! 

Them's over i n  Tony's Bar now. Seward. I f  you go i n t o  Tony's Bar, 
t h a t ' s  t h e  moose horns.  

How b i g  a r e  they?  

Oh, they a r e  no t  t o o  b ig .  They're a n i c e  set of horns.  When they 
opened t h a t  j o i n t  up, Old Tony come over h e r e  and he  wanted t o  
borrow t h e  moose horns t o  open up h i s  p l ace .  He thought them moose 
horns were p r e t t y  good. So, I s a i d  a l l  r i g h t  t a k e  them over and 
open up t h e  p lace ,  and they haven ' t  come back ye t .  T h e r e ' l l  s t i l l  
hanging. 

We've found a l o t  of o ld  p i c t u r e s .  A l o t  of t h e  U n i v e r s i t i e s  have 
them and such. We're p i c t u r e  poor--we've been order ing  them and 
g e t t i n g  them toge the r .  One th ing  t h a t ' s  n i c e  once t h e  t r a i l  t h ing  
g e t s  set up maybe t h e y ' l l  g e t  some kind of c e n t r a l  l i b r a r y  f o r  t h e  
I d i t a r o d .  

Lef t  Hope a t  approximately 4:30 a f t e r  a r r i v i n g  h e r e  a t  about 2:30. Spent two 
hours  t a l k i n g  t o  Carl  Clark ,  r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Hope a r e a  s i n c e  1913. 




