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INTRODUCTION 

The Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act, P u b l i c  Law 90-543, was approved on 
October 2,  1968. This  Act s t a t e s :  

I n  o rde r  t o  provide f o r  t h e  ever - increas ing  outdoor 
r e c r e a t i o n  needs of an expanding popula t ion  and i n  o rde r  
t o  promote p u b l i c  acces s  t o ,  t r a v e l  w i th in ,  and enjoy- 
ment and app rec i a t i on  of t h e  open-air ,  outdoor  a r e a s  of 
t h e  Nation, t r a i l s  should b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  ( i )  p r imar i l y ,  
near  t h e  urban a r e a s  of t h e  Nation, and ( i i )  s econda r i l y ,  
w i t h i n  e s t a b l i s h e d  s c e n i c  a r e a s  more remotely loca ted .  

The Act i n s t i t u t e d  a  n a t i o n a l  system of  r e c r e a t i o n  and s c e n i c  t r a i l s ;  
des igna ted  t h e  Appalachian and P a c i f i c  Cres t  T r a i l s  a s  t h e  i n i t i a l  
components of t h e  Nat iona l  Scenic  T r a i l  System; and p re sc r ibed  methods 
by which, and s t anda rds  according t o  which a d d i t i o n a l  components may 
b e  added t o  t h e  system. 

The Act d i r e c t e d  t h a t  14 s p e c i f i e d  r o u t e s  would b e  s t u d i e d  f o r  t h e  
purpose of determining t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and d e s i r a b i l i t y  of  des igna t -  
i n g  each a s  a  n a t i o n a l  s c e n i c  t r a i l .  One r o u t e  named f o r  s tudy  was 
t h e  Gold Rush T r a i l s  i n  Alaska. No f u r t h e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  
r o u t e  was included i n  t h e  Act, The i n i t i a l  t a s k  was, t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  
determine which s p e c i f i c  t r a i l s  should b e  s t u d i e d  a s  t h e  b a s i s  of 
app rop r i a t e  proposa ls  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  n a t i o n a l  s c e n i c  t r a i l s  t o  b e  
submit ted t o  t h e  P re s iden t  and t o  t h e  Congress. 

An a n a l y s i s  of t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y  revea led  t h a t  f i v e  gold ru sh  
t r a i l s  were mentioned f o r  cons ide ra t i on  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  record  of 
t h e  Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act. They were: (1) t h e  Chilkoot  T r a i l ,  
extending from Dyea over  Chilkoot Pass  t o  t h e  Canadian border ;  (2 )  
t h e  White Pass  T r a i l ,  from Skagway t o  t h e  Canadian border ;  ( 3 )  t h e  
Dal ton T r a i l ,  beginning a t  Haines and ex tending  along t h e  Chi lka t  
River t o  t h e  Canadian border ;  (4) t h e  Valdez T r a i l ,  extending from 
Valdez t o  Fairbanks;  and (5) t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l ,  o r i g i n a t i n g  i n  Knik 
and c ros s ing  t h e  Alaska Range t o  I d i t a r o d  City.  A t  t h e  end of t h i s  
l i s t  was t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  phrase  ". . . and o t h e r  such Gold Rush T r a i l s  
i n  Alaska." It was concluded t h a t  t h e  f i v e  named r o u t e s  would b e  
eva lua ted  as w e l l  a s  any o t h e r  important  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e s  r e l a t e d  t o  
t h e  Gold Rush Era. 

An Alaska Gold Rush T r a i l  Study team was formed i n  September 1973. 
It was cha i r ed  by t h e  Bureau of Outdoor Recrea t ion  and had represen-  
t a t i v e s  from t h e  fol lowing agencies:  

Alaska S t a t e  Department of Environmental Conservation 
Alaska S t a t e  Department of Highways 
Alaska S t a t e  Department of F i s h  and Game 



Alaska S t a t e  Div is ion  of Parks  
Alaska S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  Commission 
Alaska Bi-Centennial Commission 
Bureau of Land Management 
Nat iona l  Park Serv ice  
F ish  and W i l d l i f e  Se rv i ce  
Federal-State  Land Use Planning Commission 
U. S. Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  
Of f i ce  of t h e  Governor, Div is ion  of Po l i cy  

Development and Planning 

The t a s k s  undertaken by t h e  s tudy  team were: (1) determine any r o u t e s ,  
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  those  named i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  r eco rd ,  be l ieved  t o  have 
h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  pub l i c  enjoyment r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Gold 
Rush Bra; (2 )  make a  pre l iminary  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t r a i l s  named i n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  record  and o t h e r  t r a i l s  i d e n t i f i e d  under t a s k  (1) t o  de t e r -  
mine which r o u t e  segments have h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  p u b l i c  r e c r e a t i o n  
enjoyment by v i r t u e  of v i s i b l e  h i s t o r i c  remnants, presence of h i s t o r i c  
sites, h igh  s c e n i c  q u a l i t y ,  freedom from i n t r u s i o n ,  l eng th ,  a cces s i -  
b i l i t y ,  and o t h e r  f a c t o r s ;  and (3 )  conduct a d e t a i l e d  s tudy  of trails 
which appear  t o  m e r i t  in-depth eva lua t ion  i n  accordance w i th  Sec t ion  
5(b)  of t h e  Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act. 

TRAILS ANALYZED 

From t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  h i s t o r y ,  t h e  f i v e  p rev ious ly  descr ibed  t r a i l s  
were analyzed. The I d i t a r o d  T r a i l ,  f o r  a n a l y t i c a l  purposes ,  was con- 
s ide red  a s  extending from Seward t o  Nome, w i th  a  spur  t o  I d i t a r o d .  

To t h e  o r i g i n a l  l i s t  of f i v e  t r a i l s  were added t h e  Koyukuk-Chandalar 
Routes, a l s o  known a s  t h e  Fairbanks-Wiseman T r a i l ,  and t h e  Washington- 
Alaska l l i l i t a r y  Cable and Telegraph System (WAMCATS), a l s o  r e f e r r e d  
t o  a s  t h e  Valdez-Eagle-Big Del ta  Telegraph Line. 

Other t r a i l s ,  such a s  t h e  Katmai T r a i l s  and t h e  White River T r a i l  
a c ros s  Skola i  Pass ,  were considered,  bu t  t h e  s tudy  team concluded 
t h a t  t h e s e  l e s s e r  gold rush  r o u t e s  d id  n o t  war ran t  a n a l y s i s  a t  t h i s  
time. It was a l s o  determined t h a t  major water-based r o u t e s ,  such a s  
t h e  Yukon River ,  would no t  be  analyzed. 

TRAILS mRITING IN-DEPTH STUDY 

Of t h e  seven gold rush  t r a i l s  o r  r o u t e s  analyzed,  fou r  were consid- 
ered t o  be of s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  and mer i t i ng  d e t a i l e d  s tudy  and 
eva lua t ion  f o r  p o s s i b l e  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System. 
These were t h e  I d i t a r o d ,  IJAMCATS, Chilkoot ,  and White Pass  T r a i l s .  
The I d i t a r o d  and WAMCATS T r a i l s  rece ived  d e t a i l e d  eva lua t ion  a s  a p a r t  
of t h i s  s tudy.  The Chilkoot  and White Pass  T r a i l s  had been t h e  s u b j e c t  
of i n t e n s i v e  eva lua t ion  by t h e  Nat iona l  Park Se rv i ce  i n  connect ion 



GOLD RUSH TRAIL SEGMENTS 

Evaluated During Study 



w i t h  r e c e n t  s t u d i e s  of t h e  t h e n  proposed Klondike Gold Rush N a t i o n a l  
H i s t o r i c  Park and f u r t h e r  s t u d y  was c o n s i d e r e d  unnecessary .  





SUMMARY OF CONCI,USIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The s tudy  team found important  h i s t o r i c a l  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  va lue s  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  each of t h e  Alaska Gold Rush s tudy  rou t e s .  The Seward- 
Nome ( I d i t a r o d )  r o u t e  i s  proposed f o r  de s igna t i on  a s  a  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  
T r a i l  and i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System. L e g i s l a t i o n  t o  amend 
t h e  Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act t o  i nc lude  t h e  new Na t iona l  H i s t o r i c  
T r a i l  ca tegory  has  been proposed. 

None of t h e  o t h e r  t r a i l s  o r  r o u t e s  a r e  recommended f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  
t h e  Nat iona l  System a t  t h i s  time. 

The Seward-Nome r o u t e  i s  composed of a number of t r a i l s  and s i d e  t r a i l s  
developed a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes dur ing  t h e  Gold Rush Era. The I d i t a r o d  
s t r i k e  began i n  1908; i t  was t h e  l a s t  of t h e  major Alaskan s t r i k e s  
and prompted t h e  Alaska Road Commission t o  improve t h e  Rainy Pass- 
Kal tag  s e c t i o n  of t h e  Seward t o  Nome t r a i l .  Because t h e  I d i t a r o d  
mining d i s t r i c t  was t h e  most common d e s t i n a t i o n  of  t r a v e l e r s  i n  t h i s  
l a s t  phase of t h e  Gold Rush Era, t h e  name I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  h a s  become 
a  term of convenience t o  d e s c r i b e  t h e  many geographic  and h i s t o r i c  
segments of t h e  Seward t o  Nome t r a i l .  These t r a i l s ,  agg rega t i ng  2,037 
mi l e s ,  o f f e r  a  r i c h  d i v e r s i t y  of c l imate ,  t e r r a i n ,  scenery ,  w i l d l i f e ,  
r e c r e a t i o n ,  and h i s t o r i c  r e sou rce s  i n  an  environment l a r g e l y  unchanged 
s i n c e  t h e  days of t h e  stampeders.  I t  i s  t h e  i s o l a t e d ,  p r i m i t i v e  qual-  
i t y  of  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  environment t h a t  makes t h e  I d i t a r o d  Na t iona l  
H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  p roposa l  unique. t?o where i n  t h e  Na t iona l  T r a i l s  Sys- 
tem i s  t h e r e  such an ex t ens ive  landscape,  s o  demanding of d u r a b i l i t y  
and s k i l l  dur ing  i ts  w i n t e r  season  of t r a v e l .  On t h e  I d i t a r o d ,  today ' s  
adventure r  can d u p l i c a t e  t h e  exper ience  and cha l lenge  of ye s t e ryea r .  

Though comprehensive s t u d i e s  of h i s t o r i c  r e sou rce s  remain t o  b e  done, 
p re l iminary  surveys  have i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  pos se s se s  
n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Rapid e r o s i o n  of known h i s t o r i c  
resources ,  and impending t h r e a t s  t o  t h e  p r i m i t i v e  q u a l i t y  o f  the. t r a i l ,  
a r e  immediate concerns.  Should t h e  Congress a c t  favorab ly  on t h e  
I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  p roposa l ,  comprehensive s t u d i e s  and management programs 
would b e  i n i t i a t e d  t o  p r e se rve  t h e  t r a i l ' s  h i s t o r i c  environment and 
resources .  

The Washington-Alaska E i i l i t a ry  Cable and Telegraph System (IJAMCATS) 
p layed  an important  r o l e  i n  t h e  Gold Rush Era. P o r t i o n s  of t h e  r o u t e  
have been p a r a l l e l e d  o r  o v e r l a i n  by highways. One s e c t i o n  of 95 m i l e s  
between Unalak lee t  and Kal tag  was analyzed a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  I d i t a r o d  
T r a i l .  Approximately 376 mi l e s  of t h e  l i n e  between Eagle  and S l ana  
and between Kechumstuk and t h e  Big Del ta  a r e a  o f f e r  a  wide v a r i e t y  
of h i s t o r i c  i n t e r e s t  and r e c r e a t i o n  oppor tun i ty .  The f i n d i n g s ,  how- 
eve r ,  a r e  t h a t  wh i l e  possess ing  s i g n i f i c a n t  v a l u e s ,  a  Na t iona l  Scen i c  
o r  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  de s igna t i on  i s  not  warranted a s  i t  was 
p r imar i l y  a  t e l eg raph  l i n e  r a t h e r  than  a  t r a i l  and s i n c e  i t  does no t  
have t h e  d e s i r e d  nat ionwide a t t r a c t i o n .  



' 
The Valdez T r a i l  ha s  been rep laced  by highways. Roadside i n t e r p r e -  
t a t i o n  of i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  a s p e c t s  i s  needed a t  some l o c a t i o n s .  However, 
t h i s  should  proper ly  b e  a  s t a t e l l o c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  

The Koyukuk-Chandalar r o u t e s  were found n o t  t o  have been of n a t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  and do n o t  possess  h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  o r  
development. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  a segment of t h e  r o u t e  i n  t h e  Wiseman a r e a  
is  o v e r l a i n  o r  p a r a l l e l e d  by a  highway and a  p i p e l i n e .  

The Dal ton T r a i l  does n o t  meet t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  Na t iona l  
Scen ic  T r a i l s .  The p o r t i o n  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  p a r a l l e l e d  by a  
road f o r  i t s  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  and logging roads and mining a c t i v i t i e s  
i n  t h e  a r e a  have d i s r u p t e d  major segments of t h e  h i s t o r i c  rou t e .  It 
does o f f e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  s h o r t  day h i k e s  and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ,  b u t  
t h i s  should  b e  a  ~ t a t e / l o c a l  cons ide ra t i on .  

The Chi lkoot  and White Pass  T r a i l s  a r e  of n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  b u t  
no t  of s u f f i c i e n t  l e n g t h  t o  b e  considered f o r  de s igna t i on  as Na t iona l  
Scen ic  T r a i l s .  They l i k e l y  would meet the  c r i t e r i a  f o r  d e s i g n a t i o n  
a s  Na t iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l s ,  should t h e  Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act 
b e  amended t o  i nc lude  t h a t  category.  I n  t h e  meantime, t h e i r  p ro tec-  
t i o n  and use  f o r  p u b l i c  purposes i s  a s su red  a s  a  r e s u l t  of  t h e  r ecen t  
a u t h o r i z a t i o n  of a  Klondike Gold Rush Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  Park which 
encompasses t h e  United S t a t e s  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  two t r a i l s .  





THE ALASKA GOLD RUSH 

The g r e a t  Klondike gold s t r i k e  was n o t  t h e  Eirst gold discovery i n  
t h e  f a r  n o r t h ,  nor  were t h e  thousands t h a t  poured i n t o  Alaska and the  
Yukon i n  1598 t h e  f i r s t  stampeders i n t o  t h e  country.  

Discover ies  of sma l l  amounts of gold were r epo r t ed  a s  e a r l y  a s  t h e  
1830's by Russian exp lo re r s  and f u r  t r a d e r s .  I n  t h e i r  s ea rch  f o r  f u r s  
and Nat ive t r a d e  markets ,  Russiaxls t r a v e l e d  along ~ l a s k a ' s  c o a s t  and 
up s e v e r a l  major r i v e r s .  The gold found along t h e  Kuskokwim, t h e  Yukon, 
i n  t h e  Cook I n l e t  a r e a ,  and i n  sou theas t  Alaska, and perhaps o t h e r  
p l a c e s  dur ing  t h e  Russian r u l e  of  Alaska, appeared t o  b e  of on ly  ca sua l  
i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  d i s cove re r s .  These f i n d s  caused no stampedes and ap- 
p a r e n t l y  d i d  no t  d i s t r a c t  t he  Russians from t h e i r  primary bonanza, f u r s .  

I n  t h e  186OVs, Russian i n f luence  and a c t i v i t i e s  i n  Alaska waned, cu l -  
minat ing i n  t h e  s a l e  of " ~ e w a r d ' s  ~ c e b o x "  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  i n  1867. 
However, even p r i o r  t o  t h e  s a l e  of Alaska, Americans had begun d r i f t i n g  
no r th .  A f t e r  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  Gold Rush of 1849, many p rospec to r s  con- 
t inued  t h e  s ea rch  f o r  gold up through B r i t i s h  Columbia. I n  1861, go ld  
was discovered i n  t h e  S t i k i n e  River country of  B r i t i s h  Columbia. I n  
1862, Reverend Robert McDonald r epo r t ed  f i n d i n g  gold i n  t h e  Yukon dra in-  
age n e a r  t h e  p re sen t  town of C i r c l e .  Il?le s i t e  of t h i s  d i scovery  was 
never  r e loca t ed .  I n  1865, t r a c e s  of gold were discovered by Daniel  
Libbey i n  t h e  Nome area .  

I n  1871, gold was discovered i n  no r the rn  B r i t i s h  Columbia and a t  S i t k a  
i n  sou theas t  Alaska. These s t r i k e s  a t t r a c t e d  s e v e r a l  hundred men, b u t  
i t  was n o t  u n t i l  1880 t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  major gold s t r i k e  i n  Alaska was 
made. Richard H a r r i s  and Joseph Juneau found lode  d e p o s i t s  of go ld  
i n  sou theas t  Alaska nea r  t h e  town named a f t e r  t h e  l a t t e r  man. A y e a r  
l a t e r ,  t h e  famous Treadwell  mine w a s  i n  ope ra t i on  and la rge-sca le  pro- 
duc t ion  was underway. 

The prospec t ing  moved northward i n t o  t h e  Yukon T e r r i t o r y  and i n  t h e  
e a r l y  188O1s, gold was found i n  t h e  Pe1l.y and Stewart  Rivers--the f i r s t  
s t r i k e  i n  t h e  Yukon drainage,  The f i r s t  stampede i n t o  t h e  Yukon River 
country involved about 200 would-be miners a long t h e  Stewart  River  i n  
1885-86. Most were a l r eady  l i v i n g  o r  p rospec t ing  i n  t h e  reg ion .  

The increased  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  Upper Yukon dra inage  immediately sparked 
f u r t h e r  d i s cove r i e s .  The f i r s t  gold discovery i n  t h e  U. S. p o r t i o n  
of t h e  Yukon dra inage  occurred i n  1886 by Howard F rank l in  on a t r i b u -  
t a r y  of t h e  Fortymile  River bea r ing  h i s  name, A rush of p rospec to r s  
t o  t h e  reg ion  ensued and f u r t h e r  d i s c o v e r i e s  were made i n  t h e  Forty- 
mi l e  d i s t r i c t .  

Prospec tors  were a l s o  explor ing  o t h e r  reg ions  of Alaska a t  t h e  t i m e .  
Gold was r epo r t ed  a t  Tramway Bar i n  t h e  upper  Koyukuk River dra inage  
a.s e a r l y  a s  1887. The fol lowing y e a r ,  r e p o r t s  of gold came from t h e  



Nome a r e a  on t h e  Seward Peninsu la  and from t h e  Kenai Pen insu la  a long 
Cook I n l e t .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  18901s,  gold was a l s o  found i n  t h e  Valdez 
a r e a .  These s t r i k e s  a t t r a c t e d  on ly  l o c a l  i n t e r e s t  and no stampedes 
r e s u l t e d .  

The second major stampede i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Yukon 
dra inage  began i n  1893. Hundreds of men moved down t h e  Yukon River  
from d igg ings  a long  upstream t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  t h e  boom town of C i r c l e ,  
l o c a t e d  about 165 mi l e s  downriver from t h e  United States-Canada border .  
During t h e  ru sh  of people  up r ive r  t o  t h e  C i r c l e  d i s t r i c t  d i s c o v e r i e s ,  
go ld  was found i n  t h e  Rampart a rea .  Discover ies  of gold on t h e  Kenai 
Perlinsula i n  1896 f i n a l l y  a t t r a c t e d  a t t e n t i o n  from o u t s i d e  t h e  reg ion .  
During t h a t  summer, an e s t ima ted  2,000 t o  2,500 persons steamed i n t o  
Cook I n l e t  and P r i n c e  William Sound, drawn by r e p o r t s  of gold on t he  
Kenai Pen insu la .  

On August 14, 1896, Skookum J i m ,  Tagish Charley,  and George Carmack 
made one of t h e  l a r g e s t  p l a c e r  gold s t r i k e s  i n  h i s t o r y  on a s m a l l  
t r i b u t a r y  of t h e  Klondike River  i n  t h e  Yukon T e r r i t o r y .  I n  t h e  nex t  
few months, many of t h e  e s t ima ted  1,700 wh i t e  men i n  t h e  Yukon b a s i n ,  
of which 1,000 were i n  Alaska,  rushed t o  t h e  new s t r i k e  and s t a k e d  
c la ims .  Boom towns of p rev ious  s t r i k e s ,  such a s  C i r c l e  and For tymi le ,  
were n e a r l y  de se r t ed  a s  men stampeded back up t h e  Yukon t o  t h e  Klondike. 

Sh ips  c a r r y i n g  gold from t h e  Klondike a r r i v e d  i n  San Franc isco  and 
S e a t t l e  dur ing  J u l y  of 1897 and t h e  ru sh  was on. During t h e  f a l l  and 
w i n t e r  of 1897 and t h e  s p r i n g  and summer of 1898, an e s t ima ted  60,000 
persons headed f o r  t h e  Klondike. Approximately 28,000 landed a t  Skag- 
way o r  Dyea i n  s o u t h e a s t  Alaska t o  a t t empt  e i t h e r  t h e  Chi lkoot  o r  White 
Pass  T r a i l s  t o  t h e  Yukon River and then  t r a v e l  down t h e  r i v e r  t o  t h e  
boom town of Dawson. Another 5,000 landed a t  Wrangell  i n  s o u t h e a s t  
Alaska t o  go up t h e  S t i k i n e  River  r o u t e  t o  t h e  Yukon. Approximately 
5,000 t o  6,000 took s teamers  up 1,200 mi l e s  of  t h e  Yukon River  from 
S t .  Michaels on t h e  Bering Sea t o  Dawson. Roughly 4,000 persons landed 
a t  Valdez and at tempted an  over land r o u t e  a c r o s s  g l a c i e r s ,  r ag ing  r i v e r s ,  
marshes, and mountains t o  Dawson. Others  chose r o u t e s  from such o t h e r  
c o a s t a l  Alaska a r e a s  a s  Yakutat ,  t h e  Copper River  mouth, and Haines. 
S t i l l  o t h e r s  chose over land  r o u t e s  through Albe r t a ,  B r i t i s h  Columbia, 
down t h e  McKenzie River  and i n t o  t h e  Yukon dra inage .  

During 1898, some of t h e  stampeders became e i t h e r  discouraged by t h e  
l a r g e  numbers of Klondike gold s e e k e r s  o r  d i s t r a c t e d  by r e p o r t s  of  
o t h e r  gold s t r i k e s ,  even b e f o r e  reach ing  t h e  Yukon gold f i e l d s .  A 
r epo r t ed  1,200 persons  s a i l e d  n o r t h  up Alaska 's  west  coas t  t o  Kotzebue 
Sound, urged on by f a l s e  r e p o r t s  of  l a r g e  s t r i k e s  on t h e  Kobuk River .  
Another 7,000 t o  10,000 persons  a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  Cook I n l e t  region.  

By w i n t e r  i n  1898, an e s t ima ted  30,000 people  were i n  t h e  Yukon reg ion .  
Of t h a t  number, 13,000 were i n  t h e  Klondike d i s t r i c t .  Many of t h e  







30,000 never  reached t h e i r  goa l ,  and many l e f t  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  a r r i v i n g ,  
f i n d i n g  no go ld  o r  even unclaimed ground on which t o  s t a k e  and worlt. 

About t h e  same t ime gold was found i n  t h e  Klondike,  ano ther  d i scovery  
was made on t h e  Seward Peninsu la  of Alaska. F i r s t  r e p o r t s  of  t h e  
s t r i k e  were e i t h e r  doubted o r  ignored by stampeders w i t h  Klondike 
f eve r .  But by September of 1898, people  were convinced t h a t  ano the r  
Klondike had been found. J u s t  a s  a t  For tymi le  and C i r c l e ,  thousands 
d e s e r t e d  Dawson and e x i s t i n g  d igg ings  and headed f o r  Nome hoping f o r  
a second chance t o  s t r i k e  i t  r i c h .  During t h e  nex t  few y e a r s ,  t h e  
c r eeks  around Nome and then t h e  Nome beaches  c o n s t i t u t e d  ~ l a s k a ' s  
g r e a t e s t  gold producing a r ea .  

The census of 1900 found 63,592 persons  r e s i d i n g  i n  Alaska. Th i s  was 
double  t h e  f i g u r e  of 1890. The Nat ive  popula t ion ,  30,000, remained 
b a s i c a l l y  unchanged over  t h e  decade. Thus, t h e  gold ru sh  was l a r g e l y  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a t t r a c t i n g  about  30,000 new r e s i d e n t s  t o  Alaska by 1900. 
However, Alaska ' s  g r e a t e s t  gold d i scovery  was y e t  t o  occur.  

F e l i x  Pedro, i n  h i s  t r a v e l s  t o  t h e  C i r c l e  mining d i s t r i c t  i n  1899, 
found gold i n  what was t o  b e  t h e  Fairbanks a r ea .  He never  rediscov-  
e r e d  t h i s  s i t e ,  b u t  on J u l y  22, 1902, Pedro once more s t r u c k  gold i n  
t h e  same a r ea .  Again, t he  ru sh  was on, and thousands came from t h e  
Klondike,  from Nome, from t h e  many o t h e r  s m a l l e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  and from 
ou t s ide .  By 1905, t h e  Fairbanks d i s t r i c t  topped a l l  o t h e r s  i n  Alaskan 
gold product ion.  

And s t i l l  t h e r e  were more s t r i k e s .  I n  1906, gold was d i scovered  i n  
t h e  upper Innoko drainage.  That same y e a r ,  t h e  Chandalar s t r i k e  brought  
hundreds of men i n t o  t h e  Brooks Range. A y e a r  l a t e r ,  t h e  spo rad i c  min- 
i n g  i n  t h e  upper Koyukuk dra inage  was g r e a t l y  s t i m u l a t e d  by a new s t r i k e  
i n  t h e  Wiseman a r ea .  I n  1908, t h e  l a s t  major Alaskan go ld  s t r i k e  oc- 
cu r r ed  i n  t h e  upper I d i t a r o d  dra inage .  L ike  s o  many t imes  be fo re ,  
thousands abandoned meager d igg ings  e l sewhere ,  q u i t  l a b o r i n g  jobs  i n  
boom towns, o r  caught s teamers  no r th  t o  Alaska i n  s ea r ch  of  t h a t  one 
b i g  s t r i k e .  

Most mining d i s t r i c t s  reached peak produc t ion  w i t h i n  4 o r  5 y e a r s  of  
d i scovery .  Soon a f t e r  d i scovery ,  most s t reams  and o t h e r  p o t e n t i a l  
a r e a s  f o r  gold were s t aked  o u t ,  and most stampeders e i t h e r  l e f t  de- 
j e c t e d  o r  found work i n  o t h e r  miners '  ope ra t i ons  o r  i n  nearby boom 
towns. However, even a f t e r  t h e  ru sh  was over  and most of t h e  e a s i l y  
mined go ld  taken  o u t ,  sma l l  numbers of  miners hung on, making meager 
t o  modest incomes. 

The u s e  of h y d r a u l i c  mining machinery a f t e r  about  1912 s h a r p l y  reduced 
t h e  need f o r  l a r g e  numbers of l a b o r e r s  i n  t h e  go ld  f i e l d s .  Th i s  devel-  
opment a c c e l e r a t e d  t h e  abandonment of a l r e a d y  d e c l i n i n g  boom towns and 
mining d i s t r i c t s .  World War I marked t h e  end of mining i n  most remain- 
i ng  d i s t r i c t s  and t h e  end of t h e  Gold Rush :Era f o r  a l l  p r a c t i c a l  purposes  



a s  l abo r  was drawn of f  by t h e  war e f f o r t  and by c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  
Alaska Rai l road.  

The g r e a t e s t  product ion of gold i n  Alaska was reached i n  1906. That 
year ,  Alaska w a s  t h e  second l a r g e s t  producer i n  t h e  n a t i o n  behind 
Colorado. Together,  t h e  two states accounted f o r  one-half t h e  go ld  
product ion  of t h e  United S t a t e s .  I n  o v e r a l l  go ld  product ion  t o  d a t e ,  
Alaska ranks  f o u r t h  behind C a l i f o r n i a ,  Colorado, and South Dakota. 
Among t h e  hundreds of i n d i v i d u a l  mining d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  Fairbanks d i s -  
t r i c t  ranks seventh  n a t i o n a l l y  i n  t o t a l  gold product ion,  Juneau ranks  
e i g h t h ,  and Nome ranks  t h i r t e e n t h .  

Most of t h e  gold produced i n  Alaska and t h e  Yukon came from p lacer - type  
ope ra t i ons  i n  t h e  fol lowing a r e a s :  

Cook In l e t -Sus i tna  
Copper River 
Kenai Peninsu la  

Kus kokwim River 
Seward Peninsu la  
Yukon River 

Probably t h e  r i c h e s t  a r e a s  were Fairbanks i n  t h e  Yukon River  a r e a  and 
Nome i n  t h e  Seward Peninsula  a r ea .  The I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  pa s se s  through 
t h e  Yukon River  a r e a  a f t e r  l eav ing  Kal tag.  Gold lode  mines were a l s o  
a c t i v e  i n  sou theas t  Alaska and i n  t h e  Fairbanks a rea .  Probably t h e  
most noted mines were t h e  Treadwell  mines on Douglas I s l a n d  and t h e  
Alaska-Juneau mine n e a r  Juneau. 

P l a c e r  o r  a l l u v i a l  depos i t s  a r e  accumulations of unat tached p a r t i c l e s  
of meta l s  o r  minera l s  i n  e r o s i o n a l  d e b r i s  remaining a f t e r  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e i r  h o s t  rock. These d e p o s i t s  occupy beds of a n c i e n t  r i v e r s  o r  
v a l l e y s  and have been washed down from some v e i n  o r  lode.  The term 
lode a p p l i e s  t o  any zone o r  b e l t  of minera l ized  rock l y i n g  w i t h i n  
boundaries  c l e a r l y  s e p a r a t i n g  i t  from t h e  neighboring rock. Lode de- 
p o s i t s  a r e  mined by underground methods and workings a r e  reached by 
e i t h e r  v e r t i c a l  o r  i n c l i n e d  s h a f t s  o r  by a d i t s .  P l a c e r  d e p o s i t s  a r e  
worked by dredging,  hydrau l ick ing ,  s l u i c i n g  , o r  by panning. Frozen 
bench g r a v e l s  and s t ream v a l l e y  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  Yukon and i n  Alaska 
were d r i f t  mined. These d e p o s i t s  were covered by a  t h i c k  l a y e r  of 
f rozen  overburden and s h a f t s  were sunk t o  bedrock t o  recover  t h e  go ld  
va lues .  The miners thawed t h e  pays t reak  wi th  f i r e  and hauled  t h e  grav- 
e l  t o  the s u r f a c e  where they processed i t  through s l u i c e  boxes t o  re -  
cover t h e  gold.  This  very  t ed ious  process  was used ex t ens ive ly  i n  t h e  
Nome a r e a  dur ing  t h e  gold ru sh  days. P l ace r  d e p o s i t s  could b e  worked 
wi th  l i t t l e  o r  no c a p i t a l  expense and t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  p rospec to r  d i d  
no t  have t o  t r a n s p o r t  heavy machinery o r  mining equipment over  g r e a t  
d i s t ances .  The l a r g e  dredges and t h e  lode  o r  underground miner f o l -  
lowed t h e  p l a c e r  miner i n  many in s t ances .  The p rospec to r  and t h e  sma l l  
p l a c e r  miner a r e  perhaps t h e  major f a c t o r  i n  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  of what 
used t o  b e  t h e  g r e a t  t e r r i t o r y  of Alaska. 



I n  terms of i n d i v i d u a l  p l a c e r  d i s t r i c t s ,  t h e  Fairbanks s t r i k e  proved 
t o  b e  t h e  most p roduc t ive  p l a c e r  gold d i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  
w i th  7.2  m i l l i o n  ounces of gold produced. Nome wi th  3.5 m i l l i o n  ounces 
a l s o  ranks among t h e  l e ad ing  p l a c e r  d i s t r i c t s .  However, i n  comparison, 
Canada's Klondike d i s t r i c t  t ops  a l l  i n  North America w i t h  11 m i l l i o n  
ounces produced. 

The Alaska-Yukon gold ru sh  was of  more importance t han  j u s t  t h e  num- 
b e r s  of people  involved  and t h e  amount of go ld  produced. L ike  t h e  
C a l i f o r n i a  Rush of 1849, t h e  stampede t o  Alaska and t h e  Yukon formed 
a  chap t e r  of t h e  Na t ion ' s  h i s t o r y  and t h e  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  of t h e  
hundreds of thousands of  persons now r e s i d i n g  i n  Alaska,  t h e  Yukon, 
and i n  t h e  Puget Sound a r e a  of  Washington S t a t e .  A l f r ed  Brooks, t h e  
head of  t h e  United S t a t e s  Geolog ica l  Survey work i n  Alaska dur ing  t h e  
gold ru sh  per iod ,  perhaps b e s t  summarizes t h e  go ld  ru sh  impact i n  h i s  
book, Blaz ing  Alaska 's  T r a i l s :  

 h he Klondike Gold" 

The educa t i ona l  v a l u e  of t h e  movement t o  t h e  Klondike 
has  been more than  a  minor f a c t o r  i n  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of  t h e  
na t i on .  Our g r e a t  nor thwest  t e r r i t o r y  became known t o  
t h e  n a t i o n ;  and wh i l e  t he  exaggerated s t a t emen t s  about  
t h e  ha rdsh ip s  and p e r i l s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  ha r shnes s  of t h e  
c l ima te  a t  f i r s t  b roadcas t  many u n t r u t h s ,  y e t  a t  l e a s t  
Americans l e a rned  t h a t  t h e r e  was such a  p l a c e  a s  Alaska. 
Moreover, thousands reached t h e  West Coast,  who except  
f o r  t h e  l u r e  of gold would never have s een  t h e  P a c i f i c ;  
a  b e t t e r  knowledge of our  g r e a t  West and i t s  people  was 
t hus  b roadcas t .  These were t h e  broadening i n f l u e n c e s  
t h a t  a f f e c t e d  t o  g r e a t e r  o r  l e s s  e x t e n t  t h e  whole people .  
I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e r e  was :he i n f l u e n c e  of h a l f  a  hundred 
thousand who a c t u a l l y  reached t h e  s h o r e s  o f  Alaska and, 
i n  some ca se s ,  even i t s  g r e a t  i n t e r i o r .  The l a r g e  p a r t  
of them had come from a s h e l t e r e d  l i f e  and t hus  by a c t u a l  
con t ac t  came t o  know f r o n t i e r  l i f e ,  t h a t  l i f e  which h a s  
been such a s t r o n g  i n f l u e n c e  i n  moulding American char-  
a c t e r  by developing i n i t i a t i v e  and s e l f - r e l i a n c e .  Many 
a  man from t h e  fa:m, desk, o r  workshop came t o  know f o r  
t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  what i t  meant t o  b e  thrown e n t i r e l y  on 
h i s  own resources .  L i f e  on t h e  Klondike T r a i l  was a  
g r e a t  winnowing process .  A man s tood  on h i s  own f e e t .  
I f  h e  had t h e  b a s a l  c h a r a c t e r ,  h e  won; i f  no t ,  h e  be- 
came a d e r e l i c t .  A sma l l  percen tage  f a i l e d  through 
l a c k  of moral s tamina,  f o r  t h e r e  was ample oppo r tun i t y  
t o  go t o  t h e  dogs i n  t h e  no r the rn  go ld  camps. On t h e  
o t h e r  hand, many a  man who had n o t  developed beyond 
mediocr i ty  i n  h i s  own community, t i g h t l y  bound by t r a -  
d i t i o n  and custom, found i n  Alaska h i s  oppo r tun i t y  and 



r o s e  t o  h i s  t r u e  l e v e l .  This l a s t  of o u r  f r o n t i e r s ,  
t h e r e f o r e ,  has played a p a r t  i n  deve lop ing  b r e a d t h  of  
view and c h a r a c t e r  among o u r  people .  



Seward to Nome Route 
(Iditarod n rail) 





SEWARD-NOm ROUTE (IDITAROD TRAIL) 

BACKGROUND 

The Seward-Mome Route i s  composed of t r a i l s  r e s u l t i n g  from s e v e r a l  
go ld  s t r i k e s  occu r r i ng  i n  d i f f e r e n t  a r e a s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t i m e s .  A l -  
though popu la r ly  known a s  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l ,  on ly  a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  
Seward t o  Nome r o u t e  was cons t ruc t ed  and used t o  reach  t h e  I d i t a r o d  
gold f i e l d s .  

This  r o u t e  can b e  b e s t  d i scussed  i n  t h r e e  segments: Seward t o  S u s i t n a ;  
S u s i t n a  t o  Kal tag ;  and Kal tag  t o  Nome. 

Seward-Susitna 

Gold was f i r s t  r epo r t ed  on t h e  Kenai Pen insu la  by Russian f u r  t r a d e r s  
a s  e a r l y  a s  1834. However, i t  was no t  u n t i l  1888 when a  p rospec to r  
named King found p l a c e r  gold i n  t h e  Hope a r e a  t h a t  s e r i o u s  i n t e r e s t  
i n  p rospec t i ng  and mining i n  t h e  r eg ion  developed. Between 1888 and 
1896, many cla ims were s t aked  i n  t h e  Hope-Sunrise a r e a  and a c r o s s  
Turnagain A r m  i n  t h e  a r e a  of what is  now Girdwood. News  o f  s t r i k e s  
i n  t h e  S u n r i s e  d i s t r i c t  s t imu la t ed  a  rush  i n  1896 which brought  2,000 
t o  2,500 people  i n t o  t h e  Upper Cook I n l e t  a r ea .  

Many of  t h e s e  people  came by s teamer t o  t h e  Nat ive  v i l l a g e  of  Tyonek 
on t h e  west  sho re  of Cook I n l e t .  Here they  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  shal lower-  
d r a f t  b o a t s  t o  reach t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  upper I n l e t .  Hundreds of 
persons  a l s o  s a i l e d  t o  Passage Canal i n  P r i n c e  Wil l iam Sound, disem- 
barked n e a r  t h e  p r e sen t  town of W h i t t i e r ,  and walked a c r o s s  t h e  d i v i d e  
and Por tage  G l a c i e r  t o  t h e  head of Turnagain Arm and t o  Hope and Sun- 
r i s e .  I n  1794, t h e  Engl i sh  e x p l o r e r  George Vancouver r epo r t ed  t h i s  
por tage  r o u t e  be ing  used by Russian f u r  t r a d e r s ,  who i n  t u r n  were f o l -  
lowing a  r o u t e  used f o r  hundreds of y e a r s  by Nat ives .  

A second ru sh  t o  t h e  a r e a  took  p l ace  i n  1898, probably more a s  a  re- 
s u l t  of t h e  Klondike Stampede and i t s  overf low than  from r e c e n t  s t r i k e s  
i n  t h e  S u n r i s e  a r e a .  The summer of 1898 brought  a n  e s t ima ted  7,000 t o  
10,000 persons  i n t o  Cook I n l e t .  Sun r i s e  and Hope were t h e  d e s t i n a t i o n s  
f o r  most. However, t h e  o l d  f u r  t r a d i n g  c e n t e r  of S u s i t n a  and t h e  emerg- 
i n g  t r a d e  c e n t e r  of Knik a l s o  a t t r a c t e d  many. Most came d i r e c t l y  t o  
t h e  a r e a  by wate r ,  b u t  o t h e r s  used t h e  g l a c i e r  t r a i l  from Passage Canal. 
Crevasses  r e s t r i c t e d  s a f e  t r a v e l  by t h i s  r o u t e  t o  w i n t e r  and s p r i n g  
months. An a l t e r n a t e  r o u t e  on B i l l i n g s  Creek and down t h e  Twentyniile 
River  d r a inage  was occas iona l l y  used i n  summer. 

I n  1898, Thomas Mendenhall explored a  r o u t e  from t h e  head of Resurrec- 
t i o n  Bay near  t h e  p r e sen t  town of Seward t o  t h e  Hope-Sunrise a r e a  and 
then  around Turnagain Arm, over  Crow Pass ,  and a c r o s s  Knik A r m  t o  Knik. 
A t  t h i s  t ime,  t r a v e l  from Resu r r ec t i on  Bay t o  t h e  Hope-Sunrise a r e a  
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and over  Crow Pass  had been undertaken occas iona l l y  by p rospec to r s ,  
b u t  no r e a l  t r a i l s  e x i s t e d .  

A t r a i l  from P r i n c e  William Sound t o  Turnagain A r m  was used abo r ig i -  
n a l l y  by t h e  Tanaina Ind i ans  and Chugachmiut Eskimos. Nat ives  l i v i n g  
i n  t h e  Upper I n l e t  a r e a  of t h e  Cook I n l e t  Region s t i l l  t e l l  s t o r i e s  
of how t h e  Chugach used t h e  t r a i l  i n  o rde r  t o  wage b a t t l e s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
Tanaina. 

Cook I n l e t  was normally n o t  nav igab le  dur ing  t h e  w i n t e r  months. S u s i t -  
na ,  Knik, Sun r i s e ,  and Hope were dependent on w i n t e r  ma i l  and s u p p l i e s  
coming from t h e  i c e - f r e e  land ing  s i t e s  i n  Passage Canal and Resurrec- 
t i o n  Bay. With t h e  growing popu la t i on  i n  t h e  upper I n l e t  and w i t h  
t h e  d e s i r e  t o  main ta in  communications and supply l i n e s ,  a  system of 
t r a i l s  soon developed. 

By 1900, crude w i n t e r  t r a i l s  f o r  pack h o r s e s  and dog teams were devel-  
oped between Resu r r ec t i on  Bay and t h e  Sun r i s e  a r e a  and between S u n r i s e  
and  Knik and Sus i t na .  I n  1902, t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r l y  scheduled ma i l  
c o n t r a c t  was l e t  f o r  s e r v i c e  between Resu r r ec t i on  Bay and S u n r i s e  and 
Hope. 

A f t e r  t h e  s t r i k e s  of 1902 i n  t h e  Yentna River  D i s t r i c t  an.d of 1906 
i n  t h e  Willow Creek D i s t r i c t ,  w in t e r  t r a i l s  from Seward t o  S u s i t n a  
were w e l l  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  p rov id ing  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  ma i l ,  s u p p l i e s ,  
and t r a v e l e r s  . 
Between 1904 and 1906, approximately 50 mi l e s  of  t h e  Alaska Cen t r a l  
Ra i l road  were cons t ruc t ed  from Seward toward Turnagain Arm.  By 1909, 
t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  then  under t h e  name of t h e  Alaska Northern Ra i l road ,  had 
been completed around t h e  e a s t e r n  end of Turnagain A r m  t o  m i l e  71 a t  
Kern Creek. 

Sus i tna-Kal tag  

Trave l  i n t o  t h e  upper Kuskokwim and Innoko River  country b e f o r e  1905 
was l i m i t e d  t o  a few Russian e x p l o r e r s  i n  t h e  1830 's  and 1840 t s ,  t o  
s e v e r a l  USCS and m i l i t a r y  e x p l o r a t i o n  p a r t i e s  a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  cen- 
t u r y ,  and t o  occas iona l  p ro spec to r s .  

I n  t h e  summer of 1906, a p rospec t i ng  p a r t y  l e d  by Thomas Ganes crossed 
from t h e  Kuskokwim River  i n t o  t h e  upper Innoko dra inage  and s t r u c k  go ld  
on Ganes Creek. That w i n t e r ,  news of  t h e  s t r i k e  caused a  stampede by 
miners ,  most ly  from along t h e  Yukon River.  These e a r l y  p rospec to r s  
c rossed  over land from Kal tag  and from t h e  t r a d i n g  pos t  of Lewis Landing 
on t h e  Yukon. When nav iga t i on  opened t h a t  summer, 800 t o  900 people  
came down t h e  Yukon from Fairbanks and up t h e  Innoko t o  t h e  Ind i an  
s e t t l e m e n t  of  Dishkaket.  Seve ra l  hundred persons a l s o  s a i l e d  from Nome 
up t h e  Yukon and Innoko. From Dishkaket,  people  l i n e d  o r  poled u p r i v e r  
t o  Ganes Creek. 



During t h e  w i n t e r  of 1907-08, men and s u p p l i e s  were t r a n s p o r t e d  over- 
l and  from Ka l t ag  and Lewis Landing by dog team t o  t h e  town of Moore 
Ci ty  on Ganes Creek. A s t r i k e  on nearby Ophir Creek i n  e a r l y  1908, 
l e f t  Moore C i ty  de se r t ed ,  and t h e  new town of Ophir sprang  up. 

I n  1908, W. L. Goodwin of t h e  Alaska Road Commission surveyed a new 
t r a i l  from Seward t o  Nome. This  t r a i l  was t o  p rov ide  more d i r e c t  win- 
t e r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  t o  Nome and a t  t h e  same t ime  prov ide  over land acces s  
t o  t h e  new s t r i k e s  i n  t h e  Innoko d i s t r i c t .  Goodwin completed h i s  su r -  
vey u t i l i z i n g  e x i s t i n g  r o u t e s  from t h e  end of t h e  Alaska C e n t r a l  Ra i l -  
road a t  about mi l e  54, around Turnagain A r m ,  over  Crow Pass ,  and around 
Knik A r m ,  t o  Knik and S u s i t n a ,  and a l s o  from Kal tag  over  t h e  d i v i d e  t o  
Unalak lee t  and around Norton Sound t o  Nome. Persons were r epo r t ed  
t r a v e l i n g  from S u s i t n a  t o  Ophir dur ing  t h e  l a t e  w i n t e r  of 1908 and 
t h e  w i n t e r  of 1908-09, u t i l i z i n g  r i v e r  i c e  c o r r i d o r s  a d j a c e n t  t o  Good- 
win ' s  survey  rou t e .  

W. A. Dikeman and John Beaton descended t h e  Innoko i n  l a t e  summer of 
1908 and went up one of i t s  major t r i b u t a r i e s ,  t h e  Ha id i t a rod ,  o r  a s  
i t  l a t e r  became known, t h e  I d i t a r o d .  On Christmas Day 1908, they re -  
po r t ed ly  s t r u c k  gold on O t t e r  Creek. News of  t h e  I d i t a r o d  s t r i k e  was 
slow t o  sp read ,  and t h e  summer of 1909 a t t r a c t e d  on ly  s e v e r a l  hundred 
persons i n t o  t he  a r e a ,  mainly from t h e  Innoko d i s t r i c t  and from a long  
t h e  Yukon River .  L i t t l e  mining occurred t h a t  summer because of poor  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and a l a ck  of equipment and s u p p l i e s ,  bu t  cons ide rab l e  
c la im s t a k i n g  took p lace .  During t h e  w i n t e r  of 1909-10, r e p o r t s  of 
r i c h  s t r i k e s  were widespread. Approximately 2,000 people  t r a v e l e d  
t h e  Yukon, Tnnoko, and I d i t a r o d  Rivers  when nav iga t i on  opened i n  t h e  
summer of  1910. I n  a l l ,  an e s t ima ted  2,500 people  stampeded t o  t h e  
I d i t a r o d  g o l d f i e l d ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  new towns of  Dikeman a t  t h e  low 
water  head of s teamer nav iga t i on ,  I d i t a r o d  a t  t h e  extreme head of nav- 
i g a t i o n ,  and F l a t ,  O t t e r ,  Bowlder (Boul.der), and Discovery. 

The I d i t a r o d  s t r i k e  and produc t ion  of  gold i n  1910 helped prompt t h e  
Alaska Road Commission t o  beg in  work on t h e  Seward t o  Nome t r a i l  which 
had been surveyed by Goodwin i n  1908. During t h e  w i n t e r  of  1910-11, 
n e a r l y  1,000 mi les  of t r a i l  were marked and c i e a r e d  from Nome t o  t h e  
Alaska Northern r a i l h e a d  a t  Kern Creek, 7 1  miles n o r t h  of Seward. 
AlthougIl most of t h e  new t r a i l  work occurred between t h e  p r e sen t  s i t e  
of McGrath and S u s i t n a ,  cons ide rab l e  work was accomplished i n  marking 
and r e p a i r i n g  t h e  ex i . s t ing  r o u t e s  between Kern Creek and S u s i t n a ,  be- 
tween Ka l t ag  and Nome,  between Kal tag  and t h e  Ophir a r e a ,  and t h e  branch 
r o u t e s  t o  I d i t a r o d  and F l a t .  

Th is  r o u t e  was au tho r i zed  by t h e  Alaska Road Commission a s  t h e  Rainy 
Pass-Kaltag T r a i l ,  b u t  because t h e  Tdi ta rod  mining d i s t r i c t  was t h e  
most common d e s t i n a t i o n ,  i t  became known a s  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l .  From 
1911 t o  1925, hundreds of people  walked and mushed ove r  t h e  t r a i l  be- 
tween I d i t a r o d  and K.ni.k o r  Seward. The t r a i l  from Ka l t ag  t o  I d i t a r o d  
and t o  Ophir was used t o  b r i n g  people  and s u p p l i e s  i n  from t h e  Yukon. 
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A s  new gold d i s t r i c t s  developed i n  t h e  upper Kuskokwim a r e a  and i n  
t h e  Long-Poorman-Cripple a r e a ,  v a r i o u s  branch and connect ing t r a i l s  
developed around t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l .  Seve ra l  segments were upgraded 
t o  wagon roads ,  no t ab ly  t h e  por tage  r o u t e  between Takotna i n  t h e  
Kuskokwim dra inage  and Ophir on t h e  Innoko, and between I d i t a r o d  and 
F l a t .  

Kaltag-Nome 

The f i r s t  r e p o r t s  of gold on t h e  Seward Peninsu la  i n  1888 r ece ived  
l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  by t h e  o u t s i d e  world.  However, i n  t h e  l a t e  f a l l  of 
1898, news of t h e  s t r i k e  a t  Anvil  Creek drew hundreds of go ld  s eeke r s  
down t h e  Yukon from t h e  Klondike. Steamers from S e a t t l e  and p a r t s  of 
Alaska headed f o r  t h e  Bering Sea and t h e  Nome area .  Freeze-up caught 
most of t h e  b o a t s  coming down t h e  Yukon, and most of t h e  ocean-going 
v e s s e l s  go t  no f a r t h e r  than  t h e  t i p  of t h e  Alaska Peninsula .  

Although most wai ted  ou t  t h e  w i n t e r ,  s e v e r a l  hundred persons  cont inued 
down t h e  Yukon River  by dog team o r  on f o o t .  They l e f t  t h e  r i v e r  a t  
t h e  Ind i an  v i l l a g e  of Kal tag ,  c ro s s ing  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Nat ive  po r t age  
r o u t e  i n t o  t h e  Unalakleet  River  drainage.  From t h e  Eskimo v i l l a g e  
of Unalak lee t  on Norton Sound, they t r a v e l e d  around t h e  Sound t o  Mome. 

I n  t h e  nex t  2 y e a r s ,  thousands of people  rushed t o  Nome, f i r s t  t o  t h e  
p l a c e r  d e p o s i t s  i n  t h e  s e v e r a l  c r eeks  i n  t h e  a r e a ,  and then i n  1900 t o  
t h e  gold-bearing sands  of t h e  Mome beach. Nome was e a s i l y  reached by 
s teamer during i c e - f r e e  months wi th  no over land t r a v e l  requ i red .  

A s  Nome grew qu i ck ly  i n t o  Alaska 's  r i c h e s t  mining reg ion ,  i t s  popula- 
t i o n  swel led  t o  12,500 i n  1900. Communication w i t h  o t h e r  a r e a s  was 
bad ly  needed dur ing  t h e  many months when nav iga t i on  was no t  p o s s i b l e .  
I n  1900 and 1901, a t e l e g r a p h  l i n e  was cons t ruc t ed  from Nome t o  Fo r t  
Gibbon a t  t h e  Tanana-Yukon confluence.  Between Nome and S t .  Michaels ,  
t h e  f i r s t  s e a  c a b l e  i n  Alaska was i n s t a l l e d .  From S t .  Michaels,  t h e  
l i n e  went no r th  t o  Unalak lee t ,  then over  t h e  po r t age  r o u t e  t o  Kal tag 
and up t h e  Yukon River .  The s e a  c a b l e  was r ep l aced  by t h e  f i r s t  long- 
d i s t a n c e  w i r e l e s s  t e l e g r a p h  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  by 1903. 

Winter mai l  was a l s o  c a r r i e d  a long  t h e  Yukon between Nome and Dawson 
a t  t h e  t u r n  of t h e  century.  The Fairbanks gold s t r i k e  i n  1902, and 
t h e  subsequent  r u sh  t o  t h e  Alaskan i n t e r i o r  s t i m u l a t e d  development 
of t h e  mai l  r o u t e  from Valdez t o  Fairbanks.  By t h e  w i n t e r  of 1905- 
06, t h e  t r a i l  from Valdez brought  ma i l  t o  Fairbanks which i n  t u r n  
was c a r r i e d  down t h e  Yukon by dog team t o  Kal tag ,  over  t o  Unalak lee t ,  
and around Norton Sound t o  Nome. 



LOCATION AND REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT 

General  Alignment 

The Seward t o  Nome t r a i l  surveyed by Goodwin i n  1908 r an  from m i l e  54 
of t h e  Alaska Rai l road  around Turnagain A r m ,  over  Crow Pas s ,  around 
Knik A r m  t o  Knik, S u s i t n a ,  Happy River ,  Pa s s  Creek, ove r  Rainy Pas s ,  
down D a l z e l l  Creek t o  t h e  Rohn River  (o r  T a t i n a  R ive r ) ,  a c r o s s  t h e  
South Fork of t h e  Kuskokwim t o  Big River ,  t o  t h e  present-day s i t e  of 
McGrath, t o  Takotna,  Ophir,  Dishkaket,  Ka l t ag ,  and Unalak lee t ,  up Norton 
Sound t o  t h e  Ungalik River ,  a c r o s s  t h e  Sound t o  I s a a c s  Roadhouse on 
Bald Head, and a long  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  t o  Nome. 

During c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  t r a i l  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1910-11, some r o u t e  
changes were made and a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i l s  marked. Most n o t a b l e  of t h e s e  
were t h e  t r a i l  from Dishkaket t o  Dikeman and on t o  I d i t a r o d  and F l a t ,  
and t h e  t r a i l  from I d i t a r o d  up Bonanza Creek and down Four th  of J u l y  
Creek t o  Takotna. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  r o u t e s ,  a t h i r d  t r a i l  connect- 
i n g  t h e  surveyed r o u t e  wi th  t h e  I d i t a r o d  d i s t r i c t  e x i s t e d  i n  1910. 
This  t r a i l  provided a d i r e c t  r o u t e  between Ophir and I d i t a r o d ,  c ross -  
i n g  t h e  Dishna River  nea r  Windy Creek, and i n t e r s e c t i n g  t h e  Dikeman- 
I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  near  Moose Creek. 

Although t h e  surveyed rou t e  c rossed  Crow Pas s  from Girdwood, a new 
t r a i l  was cons t ruc t ed  from Girdwood down Turnagain A r m  and over  Ind i an  
Creek Pass  i n  t he  f a l l  of 1908. A s  t h i s  r o u t e  avoided t h e  avalanche 
problems and extreme s t eepnes s  of Crow Pas s ,  i t  was used and improved 
du r ing  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  Kaltag-Rainy Pass  T r a i l  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 
1910-11. However, Goodwin r e b u i l t  t h e  t r a i l  through Crow Pas s  avoid- 
i n g  some of t h e  snowsl ide a r e a s  i n  t h e  summer of 1911, f avo r ing  t h i s  
new r o u t e  because i t  was 15 t o  20 mi l e s  s h o r t e r  and had on ly  about  a 
mi l e  of "bad going1' a s  opposed t o  5 mi l e s  r epo r t ed  f o r  t h e  Ind i an  Creek 
Pass  rou te .  Both t h e  Ind ian  Creek Pas s  and t h e  Crow Pass  r o u t e s  were 
used u n t i l  t h e  r a i l r o a d  was completed around t h e  mountains v i a  Anchor- 
age i n  1918. 

Other branch t r a i l s  i nc lude  t h e  g l a c i e r  r o u t e  between W h i t t i e r  and 
Por tage  and t h e  r o u t e  from Passage Canal down t h e  Twentymile d r a inage  
t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  Two main t r a i l s  were used t o  reach Hope and S u n r i s e ,  
one c r o s s i n g  Moose Pass  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  and up Quartz Creek, and 
t h e  o t h e r  l e av ing  t h e  r a i l r o a d  grade a t  T r a i l  Creek, going up Johnson 
Creek and down t h e  S i m i l e  Creek dra inage .  A t r a i l  from Nulato which 
i n t e r s e c t e d  t h e  Kaltag-Dishkaket t r a i l  was used a s  a s h o r t c u t  t o  c a r r y  
mai l  and s u p p l i e s  t o  I d i t a r o d  from Fairbanks.  The o l d  r o u t e  from Lewis 
Landing t o  Ophir followed t h e  North Fork down t o  t h e  Innoko, t hen  up 
t h e  Innoko River  through Cr ipp l e  t o  Ophir. When Cr ipp l e  developed a s  
a mining c e n t e r ,  a w i n t e r  r o u t e  was e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  connect i t  w i t h  t h e  
Ruby-Long-Poorman d i s t r i c t  t o  t h e  e a s t .  





I n  t h e  e a r l y  twen t i e s ,  summer t r a i l s  were cons t ruc t ed  l i n k i n g  Ophir 
w i th  Poorman and Ruby, and l i n k i n g  F l a t  w i th  Takotna. When t h e  Alaska 
Rai l road  was completed t o  Nancy, a  new w i n t e r  t r a i l  was b u i l t  from 
t h e r e  t o  Sus i t na .  

S ince  March of 1973, a  s l e d  dog r a c e  from Anchorage t o  Nome h a s  been 
h e l d  annua l ly .  Because t h i s  r a c e  i s  b i l l e d  a s  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  Race, 
t h e  r a c e  r o u t e  i s  a l s o  shown on t h e  accompanying topographic  maps (pages 
72 through 81).  This  r o u t e  v a r i e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  from t h e  o l d  Rainy 
Pass-Kaltag T r a i l  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  of t h e  Alaska Range and between Ophir 
and Kal tag.  The r o u t e  goes through Ptarmigan Pas s  r a t h e r  t han  Rainy 
Pas s  t o  avoid avalanche danger.  I n  o rde r  t o  touch Nat ive  v i l l a g e s  
a long  t h e  Yukon, t h e  r o u t e  fo l lows  t h e  newer summer t r a i l  ou t  of Ophir 
through Bear Creek and Folger  t o  Poorman, over  t h e  woad t o  Ruby, and 
down t h e  Yukon through Galena, Koyukuk, and Nulato t o  Kal tag.  

I n  many a r e a s ,  t h e  r a c e  r o u t e  c r o s s e s  s e a  and l a k e  i c e ,  r i v e r s ,  and 
open tundra  a r ea s .  Here, no t r a i l  a s  such e x i s t s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t r i p o d s  
o r  s t a k e s  a r e  used t o  mark t h e  rou t e .  Most of t h e s e  have t o  b e  re-  
placed every y e a r  and t r a i l  al.ignments vary by a s  much a s  a  m i l e  o r  
more from yea r  t o  yea r .  

Length 

Table  I g ives  t h e  approximate mileage of t h e  va r ious  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  
segments,  i nc lud ing  t h e  p r e sen t  s l e d  dog r a c e  r o u t e ,  which t o t a l  2,037 
mi l e s  . 
The o r i g i n a l l y  surveyed Rainy Pas s-Kaltag T r a i l  which bypassed t h e  
I d i t a r o d - F l a t  a r e a  was 914 mi l e s  i n  l eng th  from Seward t o  Nome. The 
loop t o  I d i t a r o d  was 185 mi l e s  i n  l eng th .  The sum of t h e  o t h e r  h i s -  
t o r i c a l l y  used branch segments i s  938 mi l e s .  The s l e d  dog r a c e  rou t e  
from Anchorage t o  Nome i s  repor ted  t o  b e  1,049 m i l e s  long. 

Climate 

The Nat iona l  Weather Se rv i ce  d e s c r i b e s  t h e  c l i m a t i c  zone cover ing  much 
of t h e  Seward t o  Nome r o u t e  a s  t r a n s i t i o n a l .  This  zone is  cha rac t e r -  
i z ed  by 12 t o  30 i nches  of p r e c i p i t a t i o n  annua l ly  (average 17 inches)  
and mean annual  temperatures  from 2 2 ' ~  t o  3 5 O ~  ( 9 0 ° ~  maximum; -70°F 
mininium). Around t h e  McGrath a r e a ,  a  more c o n t i n e n t a l  c l i m a t e  i s  en- 
countered wi th  somewhat co lde r  w i n t e r  t empera tures ,  warmer summer tem- 
p e r a t u r e s ,  and less p r e c i p i t a t i o n  than t hose  r eg ions  r e c e i v i n g  more 
marit ime in f luences .  I n  t h e  Seward a r e a ,  a mari t ime c l i m a t i c  zone 
e .x i s t s  . Here p r e c i p i t a t i o n  i s  cons iderab ly  g r e a t e r  (80 inches)  , and 
w i n t e r  temperatures  l e s s  extreme. 

Over much of t h e  r o u t e ,  w i n t e r s  a r e  long,  dark,  and s eve re ,  beginning 
w i th  t h e  freeze-up of  l a k e s  and s t reams  i n  October and ending wi th  
break-up, u s u a l l y  i n  May. Snowfal l  averages  50 t o  100 i nches  a  yea r  



TABLE I. Mileages and General Land S t a t u s  of T r a i l  Segments: Seward 
t o  Nome Route (Does no t  i n c l u d e  p o t e n t i a l  p u b l i c  easements) 

Main Route 

SEGMENT MILES LAND STATUS ( i n  mi les )  

Seward - Girdwood 75 75 m i .  Alaska Ra i l road  (U.S.) 

Girdwood - Eagle  River  40 m i .  Chugach S t a t e  Park 
( v i a  Ind i an  Creek Pass )  38 7 m i .  Chugach Nat iona l  Fores t  
( v i a  Crow Pass )  44 29 m i ,  S t a t e  hig'hways, roads 

5 m i .  U, S. Army Reserva t ion  
1 m i .  p r i v a t e  

Eagle  - Knik,* 

Knik - Sus i tna*  

Sus i t na  - Old Skwentna 38 
( v i a  Alexander Lake) 

Old Skwentna - Rainy Pass  52 
Lodge* 

Rainy Pas s  Lodge - Farewel l  52 

Farewel l  - McGrath* 80 

McGrath - Takotna* 17 

Takotna - Ophir* 24 

Tak0tn.a - I d i t a r o d  - Ophir 185 
Loop* 

35 m i .  S t a t e  highways, roads  
20 m i .  S t a t e  t i d e l a n d s  

21.5 m i .  S t a t e  
1.5 m i .  p r i v a t e  

15.0 m i .  Mat-Su Borough 

V i r t u a l l y  al-I- i n  S t a t e  ownership 
(some may b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  Mat- 
Su Borough) 

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  i n  S t a t e  ownership 

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  s e l e c t e d  f o r  owner- 
s h i p  by S t a t e  

Approx, 65 m i .  proposed f o r  in-  
c l u s i o n  i n  Yukon-Kuskokwim 
Na t iona l  F o r e s t ;  15 m i .  withdrawn 
f o r  s e l e c t  i o n  by Nat ive  corpora- 
t i ons  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  withdrawn f o r  
s e l e c t i o n  by Nat ive  co rpo ra t i ons  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  o v e r l a i n  by S t a t e -  
owned road through Nat ive  and 
S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l ands  

170 m i .  s e l e c t e d  by S t a t e  
15 m i .  withdrawn f o r  Nat ive 

s e l e c t  i o n  



Ophir - Dishkaket 

Dishkaket - Kal tag  

Kal tag  - Unalakleet* 

Unalakleet  - Solomon* 152 

Solomon - Nome* 32 
II_ 

Approx. 30 m i .  through S t a t e  
s e l e c t e d  l ands ;  25 m i .  proposed 
f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  Koyukuk   at '1 
W i l d l i f e  Refuge 

Approx. 15 m i .  withdrawn f o r  
Nat ive s e l e c t i o n ;  15 m i .  on 
(d) (1) l ands  (BLM) ; 36 m i .  pro- 
posed f o r  Koyukuk Nat iona l  
W i l d l i f e  Refuge 

41 m i .  withdrawn f o r  Nat ive 
s e l e c t i o n ;  50 m i .  proposed f o r  
Unalakleet  Nat iona l  Wild River  
(BLM) ; 5 m i .  i n  (d) (1) l ands  
( BLM) 

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  withdrawn f o r  
Nat ive s e l e c t i o n  

Over la in  by S t a t e  highway 
through Nat ive s e l e c t e d  l ands  

SUBTOTAL - Main Route 1,099 

Other Branch Segments 

Moose Pass  - Sunr i s e  
( v i a  Summit Lake) 

44 34  m i .  o v e r l a i n  by S t a t e  high- 
way; 10 m i .  Chugach Nat iona l  
Fo re s t  

Moose Pas s  - Grani te  Creek 22 Chugach Nat iona l  Fo re s t  
Ctlard S t a t i o n  ( v i a  
Johnson Pass)  

Gran i t e  Creek Guard 8 
S t a t i o n  - Canyon Creek 

Sunr i s e  - Hope 8 

W h i t t i e r  - Por tage  
( v i a  Por tage  Lake) 17 
( v i a  Twentymile) 25 

Anchorage - For t  Richardson* 1 2  

S u s i t n a  - Nancy 2 2  

Ove r l a in  by S t a t e  highway 

Over la in  by S t a t e  highway 

10 m i .  Chugach Na t iona l  Fo re s t  
7 m i .  o v e r l a i n  by S t a t e  highway 

Chugach Nat iona l  F o r e s t  

4 m i .  Anchorage l l un i c ipa l i t y  
8 m i .  U.S. Army r e s e r v a t i o n  

15 m i .  S t a t e  pa ten ted  land  
7 m i .  Mat-Su Borough land  



S u s i t n a  - Old Skwentna 
( v i a  Skwentna A i r f i e l d )  50 

Rainy P a s s  Lodge - Rohn 
( T a t i n a )  River  ( v i a  
Ptarmigan P a s s )  * 75 

F a r e w e l l  Lake - Bear Creek 
( v i a  F a i r w e l l  FAA A i r f i e l d ) * 2 6  

Ganes Creek - F l a t  (summer 
t r a i l )  72 

American Creek - C r i p p l e  
Landing 26 

C r i p p l e  Landing - Lewis 60 
Landing 

C r i p p l e  - Folger  12 

Dishkaket  - Moose Creek 6 7 
(v ia  Dikeman) 

M a g i t c h l i e  Creek - Nulato  52 

Ophir - Folger*  40 

F o l g e r  - Poorman* 53 

Poorman - Ruby* 58 

Ruby - Lewis Landing* 15 

Lewis Landing - Galena* 36 

Galena - Nulato* 52 

Nula to  - Kaltag* 40 

Golovin - Topkok 
( v i a  White Mountain) * 36 

SUBTOTAL - Other  Branch 
Segments 938 

TOTAL 2,037 

S t a t e  p a t e n t e d  l a n d  

S t a t e  p a t e n t e d  l a n d  

S t a t e  p a t e n t e d  l a n d  

S t a t e  p a t e n t e d  l a n d  

S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  

45 m i .  S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  
15 m i .  (d)  (1) l a n d  (BLM) 

S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l and  

20 m i .  ( d )  ( 2 )  (proposed ~ a t ' l  
W i l d l i f e  Refuge-FWS); 47 m i .  
S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  

45 m i .  N a t i v e  s e l e c t i o n  
7 mi. S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  

S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  

S t a t e  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  

O v e r l a i n  by S t a t e  highway 

Yukon River  (S ta tehood  claim) 

Yukon River  (S ta tehood  c la im) 

Yukon River  (S ta tehood  c la im) 

Yukon R i v e r  (S ta tehood  c la im) 

Nat ive  s e l e c t e d  l a n d  

*Segments u t i l i z e d  a l l  o r  i n  p a r t  i n  t h e  Annual I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  Race. 



wi th  accumulat ions  averag ing  2  t o  5 f e e t ,  depending on e l e v a t i o n  and 
wind cond i t i ons .  Winds a long Norton Sound and i n  t h e  mountainous re -  
g ions  a r e  common and can b r i n g  c h i l l  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  down t o  
- 1 0 0 ~ ~  and co lde r .  Extended pe r iods  of - 4 0 ° ~  t o  - 6 0 ' ~  a r e  common i n  
t h e  i n t e r i o r .  On t h e  s h o r t e s t  day of  t h e  y e a r ,  only about 2  t o  6 hours  
of d a y l i g h t  occur  a long  t h e  t r a i l  rou te .  

Summers a r e  s h o r t  b u t  warm over most of t h e  r o u t e  w i t h  temperatures  
o f t e n  i n  t h e  70 's  and 80's i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  On t h e  l onges t  day, sun- 
l i g h t  averages  from 20 t o  22 hours  wi th  t w i l i g h t  dur ing  t h e  remaining 
2 t o  4  hours .  P r e c i p i t a t i o n  averages  4  t o  6 i nches  dur ing  t h e  summer 
months. Although f r e e z i n g  tempera tures  have been r epo r t ed  i n  a l l  months 
except  J u l y  i n  most a r e a s ,  a  f r o s t - f r e e  season  g e n e r a l l y  ex tends  from 
t h e  f i r s t  of June t o  t h e  end of August. 

Permafrost  u n d e r l i e s  much of t h e  rou t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  no r th  of t h e  Kuskokwim 
River.  The Innoko and Kuskokwim Val leys  a r e  u n d e r l a i n  w i th  i s o l a t e d  
masses of permafrost .  Permafrost  throughout  t h e  Alaska Range i s  discon-  
t inuous .  The reg ion  from Seward t o  S u s i t n a  i s  g e n e r a l l y  f r e e  of  perma- 
f r o s t .  

Topography 

Topography v a r i e s  from t h e  t i dewa te r  lagoons,  s p i t s ,  and b a r r i e r  beaches  
of t h e  Seward Peninsu la ,  t o  t h e  h igh  rugged peaks of  t h e  Alaska Range 
and Chugach Mountains. From Seward t o  Knilc A r m ,  t h e  r o u t e  t r a v e r s e s  
narrow v a l l e y s  through t h e  Kenai and Chugach Mountains. Re l i e f  i s  
g r e a t  w i th  3,000- t o  5,000-foot peaks r i s i n g  2,000 t.o 3,000 f e e t  above 
t h e  v a l l e y  f l o o r s .  Crow Pas s  i s  approximately 3,500 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n  
wh i l e  Ind i an  Creek Pass  i s  2,300 f e e t .  

From Knik t o  t h e  sou th  s l o p e  of t h e  Alaska Range, t h e  g e n t l y  r o l l i n g  
lowlands of t h e  S u s i t n a  River v a l l e y  a r e  t r ave r sed .  Rainy P a s s  pro- 
v i d e s  a  comparat ively s h o r t  g e n t l e  r o u t e  through t h e  rugged Alaska 
Range, reach ing  an e l e v a t i o n  of approximately 3,350 f e e t .  Peaks i n  
t h e  a r e a  exceed 5,000 f e e t .  From Farewel l  Lake on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of 
the Range t o  Takotna, t h e  r o u t e  c r o s s e s  t h e  ex t ens ive  Kuskokwim River  
v a l l e y .  Re l i e f  i s  low and e l e v a t i o n s  range from 400 t o  1,000 f e e t .  

The low mountains,  h i l l s ,  and r i d g e s  of t h e  Kuskokwim Mountains extend 
n o r t h e a s t  t o  southwest  a c ros s  t h e  Ophir and I d i t a r o d  r eg ion  i n  t h e  
upper Innoko River  d ra inages .  R.elief i s  moderate w i t h  most r i d g e s  and 
peaks between 2,000 and 3,000 f e e t ,  d i s s e c t e d  by broad v a l l e y s  200 t o  
1,000 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  S imi l a r  r e l i e f  i,s encountered a c r o s s  t h e  
Kaiyuh Mounta.ins which a r e  s epa ra t ed  from t h e  Kuskokwim Mountains by 
t h e  low f l a t s  of  t h e  Innoko River .  

A f t e r  c r o s s i n g  t h e  Yukon River  a t  Kal tag ,  t h e  r o u t e  fo l lows  t h e  broad 
Unalak lee t  River  v a l l e y  through t h e  ad j acen t  Kal tag  Mountains, averag- 
i n g  2,000 t o  3,000 f e e t  i n  e l e v a t i o n .  A f t e r  reach ing  Unalak lee t ,  t h e  



t r a i l  g e n e r a l l y  s t a y s  a t  o r  nea r  s e a  l e v e l  a s  i t  s k i r t s  t h e  b a r r e n  
c o a s t l i n e  of Norton Sound t o  Nome. 

Vege ta t ion  

The d i f f e r e n t  c l i m a t i c  zones, permafrost  cond i t i ons ,  w i l d f i r e ,  topog- 
raphy, and s o i l s  encountered along t h e  r o u t e  combine t o  p rov ide  a  wide 
v a r i e t y  of v e g e t a t i v e  ecosystems. Alpine tundra  i s  found i n  t h e  pa s se s  
of t h e  Chugach Mountains, t h e  Alaska Range, and t h e  Kuskokwim Mountains 
between Ophir and I d i t a r o d .  Wet tundra  i s  found i n  a r e a s  around Norton 
Sound. Over much of t he  Seward t o  Turnagain A r m  a r e a ,  a  c o a s t a l  west- 
e r n  hemlock-Sitka spruce  f o r e s t  system e x i s t s  up t o  an  e l e v a t i o n  of  
2,000 t o  3,000 f e e t .  From Knik t o  t h e  Alaska Range, lowland spruce- 
hardwood f o r e s t s  and bottomland spruce-poplar  f o r e s t s  a r e  encountered. 

On e i t h e r  s i d e  of Rainy Pass ,  an upland spruce-hardwood f o r e s t  i s  pres-  
e n t  up t o  an  e l e v a t i o n  of approximately 2,500 f e e t .  The Kuskokwim 
v a l l e y  i s  l a r g e l y  covered with  lowland spruce-hardwood f o r e s t ,  a s  i s  
t h e  Innoko River  v a l l e y .  The v a l l e y s  through t h e  Kuskokwim Mountains, 
t h e  Kaiyuh Mountains, and Kal tag  Mountains a r e  g e n e r a l l y  covered w i th  
an upland spruce-hardwood f o r e s t .  A major h igh  b rush  system i s  l o c a t e d  
i n  t h e  Nome a r e a .  

Throughout t h e  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s ,  many open a r e a s  of muskeg, marshes, sha l -  
low l a k e s ,  and g r a s s  tussocks  a r e  found. Dense willow and a l d e r  th ick-  
e t s  a r e  common a long  r i v e r s  and s t reams.  

F i s h  and W i l d l i f e  

Large game animals a r e  common throughout t h e  reg ion ,  a l though  most 
popula t ions  a r e  s p a r s e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  l and  a r e a  because of t h e  h a r s h  
c l i m a t i c  cond i t i ons  and absence of a v a i l a b l e  w i n t e r  food. Caribou, 
moose, D a l l  sheep,  b l ack  b e a r ,  brown/gr izzly  b e a r ,  and wolves a r e  
p r e sen t  l o c a l l y  i n  vary ing  popula t ions .  Fur-bearers--including lynx,  
wolver ine,  beaver ,  mink, r i v e r  o t t e r ,  weasel ,  marten,  and muskrat-- 
a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  abundant over much of t h e  i n t e r i o r .  

Important  waterfowl n e s t i n g  a r e a s  a r e  l oca t ed  i n  t h e  Innoko and Kuskokwim 
v a l l e y s  and a long  t h e  sho re s  of Norton Sound. Common r a p t o r s  i n  t h e  
a r e a  i nc lude  t h e  no r the rn  ba ld  eag l e ,  golden e a g l e ,  osprey,  and a  v a r i -  
e t y  of  hawks and owls. I n  a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  endangered American p e r e g r i n e  
f a l c o n  i s  be l i eved  t o  be p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

Spor t  f i s h  s p e c i e s  common i n  va r ious  a r e a s  of t h e  r o u t e  i n c l u d e  gray- 
l i n g ,  a r c t i c  char ,  no r the rn  p ike ,  Dolly Varden, l a k e  t r o u t ,  rainbow 
t r o u t ,  and f i v e  s p e c i e s  of salmon. I n  t h e  Norton Sound r eg ion ,  a long  
t h e  Yukon, and i n  t h e  Seward a r e a ,  commercial and s u b s i s t e n c e  f i s h i n g  
f o r  salmon p l ays  an important  p a r t  i n  t h e  l o c a l  and r e g i o n a l  economies. 



During t h e  summer, mosquitoes and b i t i n g  f l i e s  a r e  s o  numerous i n  p l a c e s  
t h a t  unpro tec ted  persons  r i s k  s e r i o u s  i n j u r y .  Even r e p e l l a n t s  and 
headne ts  a r e  n o t  always adequate  p r o t e c t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  e n d l e s s  a t t a c k .  

Minerals  

Areas under ly ing  t h e  r o u t e  a r e  p o t e n t i a l l y  f a v o r a b l e  f o r  geothermal  
energy development, uranium, copper,  l e a d ,  z i n c ,  gold,  s i l v e r ,  and 
o t h e r  minera l s .  The segment of  t h e  r o u t e  between Ka l t ag  and Nome pas se s  
through s e v e r a l  a r e a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  having h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  m ine ra l  
development. I n  t h e  Nome a r e a ,  p o t e n t i a l  development o f  gold,  l e ad ,  
z i n c ,  s i l v e r ,  barium, t i n ,  antimony, and tungs ten  i s  i n d i c a t e d .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e  Unalakleet  River  a r e a  and most of t h e  r o u t e  a long  t h e  
e a s t  s h o r e l i n e  of Norton Sound a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  having low p o t e n t i a l  
f o r  o i l  and gas.  

The Iditarod-Ophir-Takotna r eg ion  is  i d e n t i f i e d  a s  having h igh  poten- 
t i a l  f o r  gold development. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  go ld ,  t h e r e  i s  a h igh  poten- 
t i a l  f o r  t i n  i n  t h e  Poorman a r ea .  

A p o r t i o n  of t h e  Kuskokwim v a l l e y  e a s t  of McGrath t r a v e r s e d  by t h e  
r o u t e  ha s  low p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o i l  and gas .  Although h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
go ld ,  copper,  l e a d ,  and z inc  i s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  a r e a s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  and 
sou th ,  no p o t e n t i a l  i s  i d e n t i f i e d  a long  t h e  r o u t e  through t h e  Rainy 
Pass  reg ion .  

The lower S u s i t n a  River  v a l l e y  has  moderate t o  h igh  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  o i l ,  
gas ,  and coa l .  The Upper Cook I n l e t  and Chugach Mountain r eg ions  have 
a high p o t e n t i a l  f o r  chromium, n i c k e l ,  p la t inum, copper,  and gold.  

Land Uses and Access 

With t h e  except ion  of a few smal l  towns and Nat ive v i l l a g e s ,  t h e  r o u t e  
between Knik and Nome is  l a r g e l y  un inhabi ted .  L i t t l e  l and  h a s  been 
c l e a r e d  and a p r i m i t i v e  environment e x i s t s  over  much of  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  
Hunting, f i s h i n g ,  t r app ing ,  b e r r y  p i ck ing ,  and l o g  c u t t i n g  a r e  t a k i n g  
p l a c e  around v i l l a g e s  and towns. These a c t i v i t i e s  g e n e r a l l y  occur  
w i t h i n  a r a d i u s  of  30 m i l e s  of t h e  s e t t l e m e n t s .  

Mining ope ra t i ons  cont inue  a t  rnany l o c a t i o n s  a long  t h e  r o u t e ,  inc lud-  
i n g  Nome and v i c i n i t y ,  Ungalik,  Cape Nome, F l a t ,  Ruby, Lime H i l l s ,  
S t e e l m u t e / ~ a r o m e t e r ,  and I d i t a r o d .  

Nearly 200,000 persons l i v e  between Seward and Knik. Th i s  a r e a  su r -  
rounding Anchorage is  t h e  l a r g e s t  popu la t i on  concen t r a t i on  i n  Alaska. 
Urban development is  occu r r i ng  r a p i d l y  and much of t h e  land  i s  be ing  
used f o r  r e s i d e n t i a l ,  a g r i c u l t u r a l ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l ,  commercial, and 
i n d u s t r i a l  purposes.  



Between Seward and Knik, a  major highway system e x i s t s  which a f f o r d s  
acces s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  a t  numerous po in t s .  Beyond Knik, no por- 
t i o n  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e  i s  road a c c e s s i b l e  from t h e  major highway 
n e t .  However, s h o r t  unconnected roads e x i s t  between S t e r l i n g  Landing, 
j u s t  sou th  of McGrath, through Takotna t o  Ophir;  between I d i t a r o d ,  
F l a t ,  and Discovery; between Poorman and Ruby; and between Solomon 
and Nome. 

A i r s t r i p s  a r e  found a t  most s e t t l e m e n t s  a long  t h e  t r a i l  and McGrath, 
Galena, Unalak lee t ,  and Nome a r e  se rved  by r e g u l a r  commercial j e t  s e r -  
v i c e .  The v i l l a g e s  a long t h e  Yukon, i nc lud ing  Ruby and Kal tag ,  and 
t h e  v i l l a g e s  around Norton Sound a r e  s e rved  a t  l e a s t  once a  week by 
sma l l e r  commercial a i r c r a f t .  The Alaska Rai l road  connect ing Seward 
and W h i t t i e r  wi th  Anchorage and Fairbanks c r o s s e s  t h e  t r a i l  a t  a  num- 
b e r  of p o i n t s .  

General Land Ownership 

Most (84 pe rcen t )  of t h e  l and  a long  t h e  r o u t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p u b l i c  
ownership. The S t a t e  c u r r e n t l y  owns most of t h e  t r a i l  ( 6 3  pe rcen t )  
wi th  most of t h e  remainder almost evenly d iv ided  between t h e  Federa l  
government (20 pe rcen t )  and Nat ive co rpo ra t i ons  (16 pe rcen t ) .  With 
t h e  except ion  of t h e  s e c t i o n  owned by t h e  Alaska Ra i l road ,  from Seward 
t o  Girdwood through t h e  Chugach Nat iona l  F o r e s t ,  t h e  f e d e r a l l y  owned 
segments c u r r e n t l y  a r e  managed by t h e  Bureau of  Land Management. 

The Alaska Statehood Act and t h e  Alaska Nat ive Claims Se t t l ement  Act 
of 1971 (ANCSA) s e t  i n  motion s u b s t a n t i a l  changes i n  f u t u r e  l and  owner- 
s h i p  and management i n  Alaska. Approxi.mately 40 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  a r e  
be ing  s e l e c t e d  f o r  ownership by Nat ive co rpo ra t i ons  and 103 m i l l i o n  
a c r e s  by t h e  S t a t e  of Alaska. Add i t i ona l l y ,  some 90 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  
of p u b l i c  domain lands  have been recommended f o r  i n c l u s i o n  i n  t h e  
Nat iona l  Park,  Nat iona l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, Nat iona l  F o r e s t ,  and Nat iona l  
Wild and Scenic  Rivers  Systems. 

Most of t h e  land  around Norton Sound from Unal-akleet and Nome has  been 
withdrawn f o r  Nat ive s e l e c t i o n .  S i t n i l a r l y ,  most of t h e  l and  a long  t h e  
Yukon River  from Ruby t o  Kal tag  h a s  been withdrawn f o r  Nat ive  s e l e c t i o n ,  
a l though  t h e  Yukon r i ve rbed  i t s e l f  i s  claimed by t h e  S t a t e .  The v i l l a g e s  
of Takotna and McGrath w i l l  a l s o  b e  s e l e c t i n g  lands  a long  t h e  r o u t e  i n  
t h e  Kuskokwim River  v a l l e y .  The v i l l a g e  of Eklutna i s  c u r r e n t l y  s e l e c t -  
i n g  s e v e r a l  townships through which t h e  r o u t e  passes .  

The S t a t e  of Alaska ha s  made land  s e l e c t i o n s  cover ing most of t h e  r o u t e  
through t h e  Alaska Range and through t h e  Kuskokwim Mountains. I n  addi- 
t i o n  t o  S t a t e  l ands  a l r eady  pa ten ted  i n  t h e  S u s i t n a  River  v a l l e y ,  t h e  
r o u t e s  over Crow Pass  and Ind i an  Creek Pass  a r e  inc luded  i n  Chugach 
S t a t e  Park.  



Of t h e  90 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  proposed f o r  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f o u r  n a t i o n a l  
conserva t ion  systems, t h r e e  p roposa l s  i nc lude  lands  a long  t h e  r o u t e .  
The Innoko lowlands around Dishkaket a r e  inc luded  i n  t h e  Koyukuk Na- 
t i o n a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge proposa l  and t h e  Kuskokwim River  v a l l e y  between 
t h e  Alaska Range and McGrath i s  included i n  t h e  Yukon-Kuskokwim Nation- 
a l  Fo re s t  p roposa l .  The l ands  sur rounding  t h e  upper 50 m i l e s  of t h e  
Unalak lee t  River  a r e  included i n  t h e  Unalak lee t  Nat iona l  'Wild River  
p roposa l .  

Nat ive lands  s e l e c t i o n s  cont inue ,  a c t i o n  on proposed a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  systems a r e  t o  be  taken by December 1978, and a l l  S t a t e  l and  
s e l e c t i o n s  made by 1985. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  Nat ive lands  which w i l l  b e  p r i v a t e l y  owned, many sma l l  
t r a c t s  between Seward and t h e  Knik a r e a  a r e  i n  p r i v a t e  ownership. Some 
p r i v a t e  l and  and an undetermined number of mining c la ims  a l s o  e x i s t  i n  
t h e  I d i t a r o d - F l a t ,  Ophir,  and Takotna a r e a s .  

V i r t u a l l y  a l l  of t h e  r o u t e  was p a r t  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  system of roads 
and t r a i l s  and was maintained by t h e  Alaska Road Commission u s ing  Fed- 
e r a l  and/or  t e r r i t o r i a l  monies, The S t a t e  of Alaska ma in t a in s  t h a t  a  
right-of-way s t i l l  e x i s t s  i n  t h e  name of t h e  S t a t e  a long  a l l  such roads 
and t r a i l s  pursuant  t o  r e v i s e d  S t a t u t e  2477 au tho r i zed  by Congress i n  
1866. 

The c u r r e n t  Bureau of Land Management l and  s t a t u s  r eco rds  show a  r e s e r -  
v a t i o n  under 44LD513 (Department of t h e  I n t e r i o r  l and  dec i s ions )  f o r  
t h e  s e c t i o n  of t h e  r o u t e  between Kal tag  and Unalakleet .  A s  such,  t h i s  
segment would b e  reserved  f o r  p u b l i c  purposes i n  Fede ra l  ownership 
should p a t e n t  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d .  

Sec t i on  17(b) o f  t h e  Nat ive  Claims Act d i r e c t s  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  
I n t e r i o r  t o  r e s e r v e  easements f o r  p u b l i c  u s e  and a c c e s s  a s  h e  de t e r -  
mines a r e  necessary  on lands  s e l e c t e d  by v i l l a g e  o r  r e g i o n a l  corpora- 
t i o n s .  The Bureau of Land Management i s  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  recommen- 
d a t i o n s  from va r ious  agenc ies  and the  p u b l i c  f o r  easements,  i nc lud ing  
p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Seward-Nome r o u t e ,  a c r o s s  l ands  s e l e c t e d  by Nat ive  
co rpo ra t i ons .  Easements must be  i d e n t i f i e d  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i n a l  convey- 
ance of p a t e n t  t o  t h e  va r ious  co rpo ra t i ons  over  t h e  nex t  s e v e r a l  yea r s .  

A gene ra l  1 i s t i . ng  of l and  ownership i s  summarized i n  Table  11. 

HISTORIC RESOURCES 

Pe r iod  and Type of Use 

Seward-Sus i t n a  

From 1896 t o  1917,  thousands of people  passed over  t h e  r o u t e  from Seward 
and Wi t t i e r  t o  Hope, Sun r i s e ,  Girdwood, Knik, and Sus i t na .  Because 



TABLE 11. Summary of E x i s t i n g  o r  P o t e n t i a l  Ownership of T r a i l  Segments 

Federa l  

U. S. Fores t  Se rv i ce  

Bureau of Land Management 

F ish  and W i l d l i f e  Serv ice  

U. S. Army 

Alaska Rai l road 

S u b t o t a l  

S t a t e  

MILES 

Local  Governments 

PERCENT 

Native Corporat ions 2/ 336 - 16 

Other P r i v a t e  2.5 - + 

TOTAL 

- Inc ludes  e x i s t i n g  roads and highways and t h e  Yukon r iverbed .  

- 2/  Public. easements have been proposed along a l l  o r  most of t h i s  
d i s t ance .  



Cook I n l e t  provided good boa t  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n  t h e  i c e - f r e e  season ,  
most of t h e  t r a i l s  were used l a r g e l y  a s  w i n t e r  t r a i l s  when packe.d snow 
provided a smooth s u r f a c e  over  normally rough o r  w e t  t e r r a i n .  Winter 
t r a v e l  was n o s t  common by dog team, a l though many persons walked o r  
snowshoed t h e  t r a i l s .  Occas iona l ly ,  ho r se s ,  sometimes o u t f i t t e d  w i t h  
snowshoes, t r a v e r s e d  t h e  r o u t e ,  a l though  l i m i t e d  w i n t e r  f o r age  prevented 
widespread use. Many of t h e  t r a i l s  we.re broken r e g u l a r l y  by ma i l  ca r -  
r i e r s .  

A few r o u t e s  were a l s o  used i n  t h e  summer by pack ho r se s .  Harry Reve l l e  
had one of  t h e  f i r s t  pack t r a i n s  which ope ra t ed  between S u n r i s e  and Hope 
around t h e  t u r n  of t h e  cen tury .  

A s  t h e  Alaska Rai l road  was completed f a r t h e r  and f a r t h e r  n o r t h  from 
Seward, t r a i l  segments were abandoned. A f t e r  1910, t h e  r a i l r o a d  grade  
was u t i l i z e d  between Seward and Kern Creek. A f t e r  completion of t h e  
r a i l r o a d  from Kern Creek t o  Was i l l a  through t h e  new town of Anchorage 
i n  1918, t h e  t r a i l s  over  Ind ian  Creek and Crow Pas se s  were seldom used. 
When t h e  r a i l s  were l a i d  t o  Was i l l a  and t hen  n o r t h  t o  Nancy and beyond, 
t h e  bypassed town of Knik a l s o  was a l l  b u t  abandoned. I n  1920, a new 
t r a i l  was b u i l t  from Nancy t o  S u s i t n a  which v i r t u a l l y  ended t r a v e l  
through Knik. Also by 1920, summer wagon roads and c a r  roads had re-  
p laced  major segments of t h e  o ld  rou t e s .  

World War I has tened  t h e  d e c l i n e  of gold mining i n  t h e  r eg ion  and i t  
never  aga in  reached t h e  prominence experienced i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900's.  
Mines i n  t h e  Hope-Sunrise a r e a  and i n  t h e  Willow Creek a r e a  c lo sed  
down a s  manpower was drawn o f f  by t h e  war and by r a i l r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
However, s e v e r a l  mines cont inued o p e r a t i n g  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  1950's.  

Susi tna-Kal tag 

The f i r s t  r u sh  t o  t h e  Innoko d i s t r i c t  occur red  from t h e  Yukon River  
i.n e a r l y  1907. Overland w in t e r  t r a i l s  began t o  be e s t a b l i s h e d  from 
Lewis Landing and Kal tag  t o  t h e  Ophir a r e a  a t  t h a t  time. These t r a i l s  
were extended t o  t h e  I d i t a r o d  d i s t r i c t  a f t e r  gold was d i scovered  t h e r e  
dur ing  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1908-09. Peak gold produc t ion  took p l a c e  i n  bo th  
d i s t r i c t s  i n  1912. A t  t h a t  t ime,  hundreds of persons annua l ly  were 
t r a v e l i n g  t h e  newly cons t ruc t ed  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  between Seward and Knik 
and t h e  mining d i s t r i c t s .  Heavy t r a f f i c  cont inued over  t h a t  t r a i l  
u n t i l  around 1920. By then ,  mining a c t i v i t y  had dec l i ned  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
and t h e  Alaska Rai l road  had been completed n o r t h  of t h e  Alaska Range, 

Although ~ o o d w i n ' s  Rainy Pass-Kaltag T r a i l  was in tended  t o  s h o r t e n  
t h e  w in t e r  mai l  r o u t e  from Seward t o  Nome by over  300 mi l e s ,  t h e  t r a i l  
was never  used f o r  t h i s  purpose,  The mai l  c o n t r a c t  cont inued t o  b e  
won by c a r r i e r s  us ing  t h e  r o u t e  from Valdez through Fa i rbanks ,  down 
t h e  Yukon River ,  and over  the Kaltag-Nome t r a i l .  Between 1910 and 
1914, t h e  ma i l  t o  t h e  Innoko and I d i t a r o d  d i s t r i c t s  a l s o  was c a r r i e d  
down t h e  Yukon from Fairbanks,  even a f t e r  t he  completion of t h e  



I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  from Seward. The m a i l  r o u t e  l e f t  t h e  Yukon R i v e r  a t  
K a l t a g  o r  Nulato  and con t inued  through Dishkaket t o  Ophir  and I d i t a r o d .  

I n  1914, Harry  R e v e l l e  won t h e  w i n t e r  m a i l  c o n t r a c t  t o  I d i t a r o d  and 
took  t h e  f i r s t  m a i l  from Seward over  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  t o  Ophir  and 
t h e n  s o u t h  t o  I d i t a r o d .  T h i s  s e r v i c e  con t inued  through t h e  w i n t e r  of 
1918-19. I n  1919, however, t h e  Alaska R a i l r o a d  was completed t o  Rex 
on t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  of t h e  Alaska Range and t h e  m a i l  was a g a i n  c a r r i e d  
a l o n g  t h e  Yukon t o  Ruby and t h e n  s o u t h  t o  Ophir  and I d i t a r o d .  

During t h e  w i n t e r  of 1920-21, t h e  c o n t r a c t  was r e t u r n e d  t o  t h e  I d i t a r o d  
T r a i l  f o r  one f i n a l  season.  D e s p i t e  c u t t i n g  a r e p o r t e d  3 weeks o f f  t h e  
d e l i v e r y  t i m e  t o  McGrath, t h e  complet ion of t h e  Alaska R a i l r o a d  t o  F a i r -  
banks  and t h e  opening of a  new t r a i l  t o  McGrath between t h e  Tanana and 
upper  Kuskokwim Rivers  marked t h e  end of  most u s e  and t h e  r a p i d  abandon- 
ment of  t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l .  A f t e r  1914, most of t h e  t r a i l s  from K a l t a g ,  
Nula to ,  and Lewis on t h e  Yukon t o  t h e  Ophir and Fa i rbanks  a r e a s  were 
seldom used and were abandoned by 1923. The r i s e  o f  a i r  m a i l  s e r v i c e  
i n  t h e  l a t e  t w e n t i e s  e l i m i n a t e d  use. of most remaining t r a i l  segments.  

The summer r o u t e s  between Ruby and Oph i r ,  Ophir  and F l a t ,  S t e r l i n g  
Landing ( n e a r  McGrath) and Takotna and Ophir con t inued  t o  b e  improved 
and a r e  s t i l l  used today.  Winter  r o u t e s  i n  t h e  McGrath a r e a  a r e  a l s o  
s t i l l  i n  use .  

Almost a l l  of t h e  e a r l y  t r a i l s  a long  t h i s  segment of t h e  r o u t e  were 
w i n t e r  t r a i l s  used by dog teams, f o o t  t r a v e l e r s ,  and o c c a s i o n a l l y  by  
h o r s e s .  The normal t r a v e l  s e a s o n  began a t  t h e  end of October and ex- 
tended through A p r i l .  March and e a r l y  A p r i l  were t h e  most p o p u l a r  
t i m e s  t o  t r a v e l  because  of f a v o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Most s u p p l i e s  were  
brought  i n  and g o l d  sh ipped  o u t  by  b o a t .  However, i n  December 1911, 
Wel l s  Fargo r e p o r t e d l y  mushed o u t  n e a r l y  one-half  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  i n  
g o l d  o v e r  t h e  t r a i l  t o  Seward. Because of rough t e r r a i n  and f r e q u e n t  
bogs ,  o n l y  a  few peop le  a r e  known t o  have c r o s s e d  t h e  r o u t e  under  snow- 
f r e e  c o n d i t i o n s .  Horse-pul led wagons and t h e n  mot o r  v e h i c l e s  hau led  
s u p p l i e s  and equipment o v e r  t h e  road from t h e  r i v e r  p o r t  a t  Takotna 
t o  Ophir  and between I d i t a r o d  and F l a t .  A tramway which u t i l i z e d  l o g  
r a i l s  and a Model "T" Ford automobi le  a l s o  o p e r a t e d  between I d i t a r o d  
and F l a t .  

Although t h e  r u s h  t o  Nome occur red  between 1898 and 1900, peak g o l d  
p r o d u c t i o n  w a s  n o t  reached u r i t i l  1905 and 1906. It was a t  t h i s  t i m e  
t h a t  t h e  Kaltag-Nome t r a i l  began t o  b e  used on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s  t o  c a r r y  
m a i l  from F a i r b a n k s  t o  Nome. Overland m a i l  s e r v i c e  con t inued  and t h e  
t r a i l  was main ta ined  by  t h e  Alaska Road Commission until t h e  mid-1920's 
when a i r c r a f t  r e p l a c e d  t h e  dogsled f o r  t h i s  m a i l  r o u t e .  Because major 
s e c t i o n s  of t h i s  t r a i l  u t i l i z e d  t h e  f r o z e n  w a t e r s  of Norton Sound and 
a d j a c e n t  l agoons ,  i t  was a lmost  e x c l u s i v e l y  a  w i n t e r  r o u t e .  



Eattey 1di;tahod rnunhm. Pho.to dtom 1di;tcutud TtaCe Annual by Doto;thy Page, pho;to ptuvided by 
U a n  CahmichaeL. 

ffhXoa.ic Roadhaune dong .the krtaCe on Swcutd Penimida. Pho;to b/tom 1di.tmod T a d  Annuat by 
DotoXhy Page, pho.to pmvided by U a n  CatunichaeL. 



This  segment was a l s o  used by w i n t e r  t r a v e l e r s  t o  and from v a r i o u s  
v i l l a g e s  around Norton Sound and by l o c a l  h u n t e r s  and t r a p p e r s ,  

The s e c t i o n  between Kal tag  and Unalak lee t  had been used a s  a po r t age  
t r a i l  between t h e  Yukon River and Norton Sound f o r  hundreds of y e a r s  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  gold rush.  Eskimos from Norton Sound and Athabascans from 
t h e  Yukon Val ley t r aded  over  t h e  rou t e .  Other  s e c t i o n s  around Norton 
Sound were a l s o  used,  pos s ib ly  f o r  thousands of  y e a r s ,  by Nat ive peoples  
t r a v e l i n g  between camps and v i l l a g e s .  

I n  1901, a p o r t i o n  of t h e  Washington-Alaska M i l i t a r y  Cable and Telegraph 
System (ILJANCATS) was completed over  t h e  Kaltag-Unalakleet s e c t  i on  l i nk -  
i n g  Nome and S t .  Michaels w i th  i n t e r i o r  Alaska. The r o u t e  gene ra l l y  
fol iowed t h e  o l d  and new t r a i l  al ignment and was r e g u l a r l y  used f o r  
l i n e  maintenance by t h e  Army S i g n a l  Corps. Soon a f t e r  1910, most seg- 
ments of t h e  trans-Alaska t e l eg raph  system were r ep l aced  by w i r e l e s s  
communication, 

I I i s t o r i c a l  T r a i l  Remnants 

Highways, t h e  Alaska Ra i l road ,  wagon roads,  snd t r a c t o r  t r a i l s  have 
been superimposed on many o ld  t r a i l  segments, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  Seward 
t o  S u s i t n a  a r e a  and around Ophir and I d i t a r o d .  However, t r a c e s  of  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e  a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  a l p i n e  a r e a s  of I nd i an  
Creek, Crow, and Rainy Passes .  Although very overgrown, s e c t i o n s  a r e  
a l s o  v i s i b l e  i n  t h e  f o r e s t e d  a r e a s  between Knik and McGrath because 
of t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  slow r a t e  of t r e e  growth i n ,  t h i s  reg ion .  It i s  no t  
known i f  remnants e x i s t  i n  t h e  Ophi r - Id i ta rod  a r e a  o r  between t h e r e  
and t h e  Yukon River .  

From Kal tag  t o  Vnalak lee t ,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  and t e l eg raph  r o u t e  can 
b e  observed. Some t e l e g r a p h  w i r e  and a few of t h e  suppor t i ng  t r i p o d s  
s t i l l  can b e  found a long  t h e  rou t e .  The t r a i l  from Unalak lee t  t o  Nome 
gene ra l l y  fol lowed t h e  b a r r e n  s h o r e l i n e  and i c e  of Norton Sound. Only 
a few s h o r t  segments which c u t  a c r o s s  pen insu las  of  f o r e s t  o r  t und ra  
a r e  s t i l l  v i s i b l e .  Most of t h e s e  a r e  s t i l l  used today by Nat ive  people  
t r a v e l i n g  between v i l l a g e s .  

V i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  l eng th  of t h e  Seward t o  Nome r o u t e  was covered 
a t  r e g u l a r  i n t e r v a l s  by roadhouses ( s e e  topographic  maps a t  end of chap- 
t e r ) .  Every 15 t o  30 mi l e s ,  1-day's h i k e  o r  mush, t h e s e  roadhouses 
provided food and lodging t o  mai l  c a r r i e r s  and o t h e r  t r a v e l e r s .  Even 
b e f o r e  a new t r a i l .  was completed, cho ice  roadhouse si tes were s t a k e d  
a long  t h e  rou t e .  A s  Goodwin th rashed  h i s  way through v i r g i n  t e r r i t o r y  
between t h e  Kuskokwim and Rainy Pass  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  of 1910-1 1, t h e  
on ly  people  h e  r epo r t ed  s ee ing  were two men s e l e c t i n g  s i tes  and put- 
t i n g  up roadhouses.  

South of t h e  Alaska Range, on ly  t h e  o l d  roadhouse a t  Skwentna has  sur -  
v ived  f i r e ,  vandalism, firewood ga the r ing ,  s t r eam bank e r o s i o n ,  and 
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decay which claimed t h e  o t h e r  roadhouses over  t h e  yea r s .  North of t h e  
Alaska Range, s e v e r a l  roadhouses a r e  known t o  still b e  s t and ing .  The 
Cape Nome Roadhouse, l o c a t e d  14 m i l e s  e a s t  of  Nome, was b u i l t  around 
1900 and i s  r epo r t ed  t o  s t i l l  b e  i n  good condi t ion .  A t  o t h e r  roadhouse 
l o c a t i o n s ,  decaying remnants of  l o g  s t r u c t u r e s  have been repor ted .  
Trapping cab in s  and lodges  have s i n c e  been b u i l t  a t  s e v e r a l  of  t h e  
o l d  roadhouse l o c a t i o n s  such a s  Rainy Pass  Lodge and Farewel l  Lake. 

Between Ka l t ag  and Unalak lee t ,  some of t h e  o l d  t e l e g r a p h i c  r e l a y  s t a -  
t i o n s  and l i n e  cab in s  a r e  s t i l l  s t and ing .  

Tools ,  implements, and equipment hauled over  t h e  o l d  r o u t e  undoubtedly 
were l o s t  o r  abandoned over  t h e  yea r s .  Such a r t i c l e s  d a t i n g  back t o  
t h e  l a t e  1890's may s t i l l  be  p r e sen t  a long  t h e  t r a i l s  because of t h e  
r e l a t i v e l y  slow r a t e  of ox ida t i on  and decomposition due t o  low prec ip-  
i t a t i o n  and low mean annual  temperatures .  

Re la ted  H i s t o r i c  S i t e s  

F ive  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  l oca t ed  a long  o r  nea r  t h e  Seward t o  Nome r o u t e  
a r e  l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  Pl.aces. Table  I11 
l i s t s  t h e s e  s i tes ,  t h e  d a t e  they  were en t e r ed  on t h e  R e g i s t e r ,  and 
t h e i r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t he se  s i t e s ,  t h e  t owns i t e  o f  I d i t a r o d  has  been nominated 
t o  t h e  Reg i s t e r .  I d i t a r o d  i s  now a  ghost  town. Only a  few b u i l d i n g s  
now remain where once 600 t o  700 people  l i v e d .  I n  i t s  heyday, t h e  
town had a  t e lephone  system, a  tramway, two newspapers, f o u r  h o t e l s ,  
t h r e e  lumber companies, a  f i r e  h a l l ,  n i n e  s a loons ,  a  school ,  and churches.  

The nearby mining town of F l a t  i s  now n e a r l y  de se r t ed .  From a  peak 
of 400 people ,  only a  few miners l i v e  t h e r e ;  most, s ea sona l l y .  How- 
eve r ,  u n l i k e  I d i t a r o d ,  many o l d  s t r u c t u r e s  and mining equipment remain 
i n  and around t h e  town. 

H i s t o r i c  s t r u c t u r e s  and mining implements a l s o  e x i s t  i n  and around 
Ophir,  a l though  t h e i r  number and condi t io i l  a r e  n o t  known. No popula- 
t i o n  was r epo r t ed  f o r  Ophir i n  t h e  1970 census.  However, s e v e r a l  smal l  
go ld  mining ope ra t i ons  have been r e a c t i v a t e d  and a  number of people  
a r e  known t o  be  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

H i s t o r i c a l  S i g n i f i c a n c e  

From t h e  e a r l i e s t  Nat ive t r a i l s ,  based on t r a d e  and war f a r e ,  up t o  
t h e  p r e sen t  day, t h e  va r ious  segments of t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  have been 
used throughout  Alaskan h i s t o r y .  River t r a n s p o r t  evolved from p o l i n g  
b o a t s  t o  luxur ious  paddle-wheel s teamers .  Roads and t r a i l s  were sur -  
veyed and cons t ruc ted .  A t  some p l a c e s ,  t r a v e l e r s  s h i f t e d  from r a i l r o a d  
c a r  t o  dog s l e d .  And always t h e r e  were new r o u t e s  t o  p ionee r ,  new 



TABLE 111. S i t e s  Associated w i th  t h e  Seward t o  Nome Route Included 
on t h e  Nat iona l  Reg i s t e r  of H i s t o r i c  P laces  

SITE - DATE ENTERED SIGNIFICANCE 

Hope H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  4/25/72 Evidence of gold mining a c t i v -  
i t y  on t h e  Kenai Peninsu la  
d a t i n g  back t o  1888. 

Old S t .  Nicholas Russian 3/24/72 Russian miss ionary  a c t i v i t y  
Orthodox Church, Eklutna a s soc i a t ed  w i th  f u r  t r a d i n g  

i n  Cook I n l e t  d a t i n g  back t o  
mid-1880's. 

Knik 

I y a t a y e t  S i t e ,  Cape 
Denbigh Peninsu la ,  
Norton Sound 

Anvil  Creek, IlJome 

7/23/73 Knik, once t h e  l a r g e s t  com- 
munity on Cook I n l e t ,  served 
a s  r e g i o n a l  t r a d i n g  and t r ans -  
p o r t a t i o n  cen t e r  from about  
1398 t o  1917. Inc ludes  Knik 
Museum conta in ing  m a t e r i a l s  
d a t i n g  back t o  ~ n i k ' s  heyday 
and "nag Mushers H a l l  of ~ a m e "  
commemorating t h e  long l l i s t o ry  
of dog mushing i n  Alaska. 

10/15/66 One of e a r l i e s t  such sites 
found, d a t i n g  back t o  6000 
B.C . ,  i t  has given d e f i n i t e  
s e q u e n t i a l  evidence of c o a s t a l  
occupat ion beginning wi th  t h e  
Denbigtl f l i n t  i ndus t ry .  S i t e  
has  given subs tance  t o  t h e  
assumption t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  
people  i n  t h e  Americas came 
south  from Alaska. 

10/15/6G Alaska 's  g r e a t  gold ru sh  began 
when t h e  f i r s t  l a r g e  gold 
p l a c e r  s t r i k e  was made h e r e  
on September 20, 1898. 



t echniques  of w in t e r  t r a v e l  t o  p e r f e c t .  Even today,  t h e  r o u t e  between 
IJnalakleet and Nome i s  new every yea r ,  a product  of t h e  w i n t e r  i c e  
of Norton Sound. 

I n  a world where p r i m i t i v e  land  a r e a s  have l a r g e l y  d i sappeared ,  t h e  
I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  t r a v e r s e s  an i s o l a t e d  and vigorous environment where 
present-day t r a v e l e r s  can d u p l i c a t e  t h e  exper iences  of  t h e i r  fo rebear -  
ers. A v a s t  and uncompromising land ,  over  l a r g e  s e c t i o n s  unpopulated 
and f a r  from human development, i t :  r e q u i r e s  r e v e r s i o n  and a d a p t a t i o n  
t o  t h e  cond i t i ons  of an e a r l i e r  t ime by t hose  who would t r a v e l  i t .  
The words of one Alaskan p ioneer ,  Al f red  Brooks, quoted e a r l i e r  i n  
t h i s  r e p o r t ,  r e c a l l  ~ e f f e r s o n ' s  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  men of  t h e  f r o n t i e r s  
of a s t i l l  e a r l i e r  America. Says Brooks, "Many a man who had n o t  de- 
veloped beyond mediocr i ty  i n  h i s  own community, t i g h t l y  bound by t r a -  
d i t i o n  and custom, found i n  Alaska h i s  oppo r tun i t y  and r o s e  t o  h i s  
t r u e  l eve l . "  It  i s  t h i s  oppo r tun i t y  t o  r i s e  t o  t h e  cha l lenge  t h a t  
g i v e s  t h e  Seward-Nome Route Na t iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  p roposa l  i t s  d i s -  
t i n c t i o n .  Along t h e  course  of t h e  t r a i l ,  o ld  s t r u c t u r e s  and a r t i f a c t s  
of Gold Rush t imes  can b e  found, which he igh t ens  t h e  exper ience  of 
today ' s  adventure r .  

None of t h e  va r ious  segments of t h e  Seward t o  Nome r o u t e  were e v e r  
trampled by t he  ru sh  of thousands of people  a s  were t h e  Chi lkoot  Pass  
and White Pass  T r a i l s  t o  t h e  Klondike i n  1898. Most r u she r s  t o  t h e  
Hope-Sunrise a r e a ,  t h e  Willow Creek D i s t r i c t ,  t h e  Fame a r e a ,  t h e  Innoko, 
and t h e  I d i t a r o d  came by steamer.  Yet,  once i n  t h e  go ld  f i e l d s ,  t h e r e  
became a v i t a l  need t o  e s t a b l i s h  communication and supply l i n e s  w i th  
t h e  o u t s i d e  world dur ing  t h e  long pe r iods  when i c e  and snow s e a l e d  o f f  
t h e  wate r  a r t e r i e s .  The w i n t e r  t r a i l  system which developed almost  
from t h e  i n c e p t i o n  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  s t r i k e s  became t h e  l i f e l i n e  of t h e  
mining towns f o r  over  6 months of t h e  year .  Even a s  l a t e  a s  1925, 
t h e  importance of t h e  t r a i l s  was emphasized when a d i p h t h e r i a  epidemic 
broke  ou t  i n  Mome. Serum was rushed by dog team from Nenana i n  time 
t o  save  many l i v e s .  

The I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  between Seward and t h e  d igg ings  i n  t h e  Innoko and 
I d i t a r o d  D i s t r i c t s  was of p a r t i c u l a r  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  The I d i t a r o d  s t r i k e  
was t h e  l a s t  b i g  bonanza i n  t h e  waning Alaska Gold Rush Era. T o t a l  
p roduc t ion  of p l a c e r  gold from t h e  I d i t a r o d  ranks  t h i r d ,  only behind 
Nome and Fa i rbanks ,  among a11  t h e  mining d i s t r i c t s  i n  Alaska. The 
Innoko ranks f i f t h .  The combined produc t ion  of t h e s e  two d i s t r i c t s  
r e p r e s e n t s  more than  9 pe rcen t  of a l l  p l a c e r  gold produced i n  Alaska. 
I n  i t s  peak y e a r ,  1912, I d i t a r o d  produced approximately $3 m i l l i o n  
i n  go ld  o r  one-fourth of  ~ l a s k a ' s  t o t a l  p l a c e r  p roduc t ion  dur ing  t h a t  
year .  

Trave l  up t h e  Yukon, Innoko, and I d i t a r o d  Rivers  was slow and t ed ious .  
Thus, a l though  most of t h e  i n i t i a l  stampeders and l a t e r ,  s u p p l i e s ,  a r -  
r i v e d  by boa t ,  many t r a v e l e r s  t o  t h e  I d i t a r o d  country a f t e r  1910 pre- 
f e r r e d  over land t r a v e l .  The. t r a i l  r ece ived  p u b l i c i t y  i n  v a r i o u s  



magazines s t i m u l a t i n g  t r a i l  t r a v e l  i n t o  Alaska ' s  i n t e r i o r  by people  
from many s t a t e s  and o t h e r  coun t r i e s .  I n  t h i s  s ense ,  t h e  r o u t e  had 
n a t i o n a l  a s  well as s t a t ewide  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  newly a r r i v e d  persons mushing o r  walking over  t h e  t r a i l  
a f t e r  g e t t i n g  o f f  s h i p s  i n  Seward, W h i t t i e r ,  o r  a t  t h e  mouth of Ship 
Creek (Anchorage), hundreds of people  engaged i n  summer mining opera- 
t i o n s  u t i l i z e d  t h e  r o u t e  semiannual ly .  A l a r g e  exodus g e n e r a l l y  f o l -  
lowed freeze-up i n  October when most mining ope ra t i ons  te rmina ted .  
Many over-wintered o u t s i d e  Alaska o r  i n  l a r g e r  Alaskan communities. 
P r i o r  t o  break-up i n  l a t e  A p r i l  o r  May, t h e  mining towns swel led  w i th  
r e t u r n i n g  people.  

The importance of t h e  Seward t o  Nome r o u t e  i s  a l s o  underscored by t h e  
funds expended f o r  c o n s t r u c t i o n  and maintenance of t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a i l  
se.gments by t h e  Alaska Road Commission. By 1924, over $175,000 o f  
T e r r i t o r i a l  and Fede ra l  funds had been spen t  on t h e  major t r a i l  seg- 
ments between Kern Creek and Nome, exc lud ing  t h e  s u b s t a n t i a l  i nves t -  
ment i n  t h e  roads between Takotna and Ophir and between F l a t  and I d i t a -  
rod. I n  t h e  e a r l y  1900Ts ,  t h i s  r ep re sen t ed  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n  of 
t h e  Alaska Road ~omrniss ion ' s  budget f o r  t r a i l s .  

The segment between Kal tag  and Nome a l s o  i s  of  an th ropo log i ca l  and 
a r c h e o l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  Nat ive t r a v e l e r s ,  who p reda t ed  t h e  stam- 
peders  by perhaps thousands of y e a r s ,  u t i l i z e d  t h e  r o u t e s  around 
Norton Sound i n  t h e i r  hun t ing ,  t r app ing ,  and f i s h i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  f o r  a cces s  t o  t h e  v a r i o u s  camps and Nat ive groups.  Archeo- 
l o g i c a l  s i t e s ,  such a s  t h e  one on t h e  Cape Denbigh Pen insu l a ,  which 
could r e v e a l  more in format ion  about a n c i e n t  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  t h e  r eg ion  
and perhaps about t h e  o r i g i n  of man i n  North America, undoubtedly e x i s t  
a long  t h e  rou te .  

The t r a i l ' s  most important  remaining h i s t o r i c a l  r e sou rce  i s  i t s  envi-  
ronment. The landscape,  c l ima te ,  and d i s t a n c e s  t h a t  shaped i t s  e a r l y  
use  remain. This  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l - - i f  i t  remains p r i m i t i v e  and demand- 
i n g  i n  i t s  l a r g e r  par t s - -wi l l  con t inue  t o  p rov ide  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  a c t i v e  
involvement i n  a  geography where d i s t a n c e ,  t e r r a i n ,  and c l ima te  a r e  
major de te rminants  of peop l e ' s  a c t i o n s .  

PKESENT AND PROSPECTIVE TRAIL USES 

P re sen t  T r a i l  Condi t ion 

Only a  sma l l  f r ac . t i on  of t h e  hundreds of m i l e s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e  
a r e  c u r r e n t l y  maintained a s  t r a i l s .  The LJ. S. Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  main ta ins  
a  4-mile summer h i k i n g  t r a i l  which g e n e r a l l y  fo l lows  t h e  o l d  t r a i l  
al ignment up t o  Crow Pass  from t h e  Girdwood a r e a .  Another 22-mile 
t r a i l  fo l lowing  t h e  branch r o u t e  up Johnson Creek and down Bench Creek 
t o  t h e  Hope-Sunrise a r e a  from t h e  r a i l r o a d  i s  a l s o  maintained by t h e  
Fo re s t  Se rv i ce ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  5-mile t r a i l ,  a long a  p o r t i o n  of  t h e  Iiope- 
Sun r i s e  rou t e .  A 20-mile crude w in t e r  t r a i l  e x i s t s  over  Indi.an Creek 



P a s s  and a 4-mile segment up I n d i a n  Creek t o  t h e  P a s s  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
been improved f o r  summer u s e  by t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  of Parks .  

The G i r l  Scou ts ,  under t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  S t a t e  D i v i s i o n  of P a r k s ,  
r e c e n t  1.y r e e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l  between t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e  
Crow P a s s  T r a i l  and t h e  end of t h e  road  l e a d i n g  up t h e  Eag le  R i v e r  
v a l l e y .  T h i s  21-mile r e c r e a t i o n  t r a i l  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  Chugach S t a t e  
Park  i s  now main ta ined  by t h e  D i v i s i o n  of  Parks .  

Other  segments,  a l though  n o t  p u b l i c l y  main ta ined ,  c o n t i n u e ,  through 
use ,  t o  b e  p a s s a b l e  w i n t e r  t r a i l s .  These i n c l u d e  segments i n  t h e  
McGrath-Takotna a r e a ,  between v i l l a g e s  a long  Norton Sound, between 
K a l t a g  and U n a l a k l e e t ,  and between Knik and S u s i t n a .  I n  t h e  p a s t  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  t h e  S t a t e  Deparment of  Highways h a s  p rov ided  l o c a l  
v i l l a g e s  w i t h  money and m a t e r i a l s  f o r  f l a g g i n g  and marking t r a i l s  
between t h e  v a r i o u s  v i l l a g e s  from K a l t a g  t o  Nome. Many of  t h e s e  r o u t e s  
f o l l o w  t h e  h i s t o r i c  Kaltag-Nome T r a i l .  Because of changing snow and 
i c e  c o n d i t i o n s ,  w i n d f a l l s ,  and b r u s h  growth, t h e s e  t r a i l s  can v a r y  
i n  l o c a t i o n  by a s  much a s  a m i l e  o r  two from y e a r  t o  year .  Unless  w e l l  
t r a v e l e d ,  b r e a k i n g  t r a i l  a l o n g  t h e s e  r o u t e s  by f o o t ,  dog team, o r  snow- 
machine can b e  a g r u e l i n g  o r d e a l .  

The summer t r a i l s  developed i n  t h e  e a r l y  1920 's  between Ophir  and F l a t  
and between Poorman and Ophir a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  b e  u t i l i z e d  o c c a s i o n a l l y  
by v e h i c l e s  p r i m a r i l y  invo lved  i n  mining o p e r a t i o n s .  

The segment over  Rainy P a s s  through t h e  Alaska Range i s  s t i l l  v i s i b l e  
i n  p l a c e s ,  a l though  b a d l y  overgrown by b r u s h  and a l t e r e d  by snow and 
rock  s l i d e s  i n  p l a c e s .  T h i s  segment i s  p a s s a b l e ,  a l t h o u g h  d i f f i c u l t ,  
i n  summer and w i n t e r .  A j e e p  road and summer t r a i l  i s  a l s o  u t i l i z e d  
o v e r  a p a r t  of t h e  o l d  P o r t a g e  Glac.i.er r o u t e  from W l l i t t i e r  t o  t h e  p a s s  
a r e a  over look ing  t h e  g lac i . e r .  

Most of  t h e  remaining segments a r e  e i t h e r  n o t  r e a d i l y  l o c a t a b l e  o r  a r e  
too  a l t e r e d  o r  overgrown t o  pe rmi t  t r a v e l .  Except f o r  t h o s e  segments 
o v e r  mountain p a s s e s ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  remaining p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  r o u t e  
a r e  ill s u i t e d  f o r  summer t r a v e l .  A s  t h e  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l s  made ample 
u s e  of  f r o z e n  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s ,  muskegs, and marshes,  summer t r a i l  condi-  
t i o n s  a r e  ex t remely  poor i f  n o t  impassable .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  w i n t e r  
snow c o n c e a l s  a n  ex t remely  rough ground s u r f a c e ,  i n  most p l a c e s  due 
t o  stumps,  f a l l e n  t r e e s ,  low b r u s h ,  f ros t -heaved  hummocks and t u s s o c k s ,  
and o t h e r  o b s t a c l e s .  

S e v e r a l  segments of t h e  o l d  t r a i l  r o u t e  a r e  e a s i l y  t r a v e r s e d  and con- 
t i n u e  t o  b e  main ta ined  a s  roads  and r a i l r o a d s .  Gravel  roads  now con- 
n e c t  Nome and Solomon, F l a t  and I d i t a r o d ,  Ophir  and Takotna and S t e r l i n g  
Landing,  and Poorman and Ruby. Highways o v e r l a y  s e v e r a l  o l d  segments 
between Seward and Knik w i t h  e x t e n s i o n s  t o  S u n r i s e  and Hope and up t h e  
Eagle  River  v a l l e y  and Crow Creek v a l l e y  f o r  s e v e r a l  miles. The Alaska 
R a i l r o a d  f o l l o w s  t h e  r o u t e  a l ignment  between Seward and Kern Creek and 
by t u n n e l  under t h e  P o r t a g e  G l a c i e r  p a s s  from W h i t t i e r .  





Scen ic  and Rec rea t i ona l  Q u a l i t i e s  

P o r t i o n s  of t h e  major r o u t e  and branch segments on t h e  Kenai Pen insu l a  
and i n  t h e  Anchorage a r e a  a r e  h igh ly  s c e n i c  and a c c e s s i b l e  i n  b o t h  sum- 
m e r  and w in t e r .  The r o u t e  o f t e n  p a r a l l e l s  s w i f t  s t reams  through deep 
mountain v a l l e y s .  I n  a  m a t t e r  of hours ,  a  range of ecosystems and 
even seasons  can b e  exper ienced a s  one proceeds from t h e  dense sp ruce  
f o r e s t s  of r i v e r  v a l l e y s ,  t o  t h e  sma l l  pop l a r  groves  on t h e  h i l l s i d e s ,  
t o  t h e  a l p i n e  tundra  above, and f i n a l l y  t o  t h e  rock  rubb l e ,  snow f i e l d s ,  
and g l a c i e r s  on mountain peaks.  The proximity of  t h e  Anchorage urban 
a r e a  and t h e  easy acces s  by road and r a i l r o a d  g i v e  t h i s  250+ m i l e  seg- 
ment of t h e  r o u t e  h i g h  r e c r e a t i o n a l  va lue  f o r  day and weekend use. 
The presence  of some developed t r a i l s  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s  a long  
t h i s  segment f u r t h e r  i n c r e a s e  i t s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a t t r a c t i v e n e s s .  

Beyond Knik, many d i f f e r e n t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  a r e  encountered.  
Access from t h e  s t a t e  highway n e t  i s  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  and most of  t h e  
land  i s  uninhabi ted.  Over much of t h e  d i s t a n c e ,  a  w i lde rnes s  environ-  
ment e x i s t s .  The r e c r e a t i o n a l  va lue s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  w i lde rnes s  a r e  
q u i t e  r a r e  n a t i o n a l l y ,  a l though more common i n  Alaska. 

O f f s e t t i n g  t h e s e  s p e c i a l  w i lde rnes s  r e c r e a t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  a r e ,  of 
course ,  t h e  i n h e r e n t  problems of acces s  t o  and t r a v e l  through l a r g e  
s t r e t c h e s  of p r i m i t i v e  country.  Access i s  on ly  a v a i l a b l e  by commer- 
c i a l  and /or  c h a r t e r  a i r c r a f t .  Summer over land t r a v e l  a long most of  
t h i s  r o u t e  i s  n e a r l y  impossible .  Thicke ts ,  w i n d f a l l s ,  tussocks ,  mus- 
kegs ,  l a k e s ,  mosquitoes,  and o t h e r  o b s t a c l e s  c o n t i n u a l l y  impede t r a v e l ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  a c r o s s  t h e  v a s t  low v a l l e y s  of t h e  S u s i t n a ,  Kuskokwim, and 
Innoko v a l l e y s .  The r o u t e  through Rainy Pass  i s  an  excep t ion  t o  t h e s e  
gene ra l  cond i t i ons  because of t h e  continuous h igh  t e r r a i n  and predom- 
i n a n t  a l p i n e  vege t a t i on .  

Winter o f f e r s  f a r  s u p e r i o r  t r a v e l  cond i t i ons  a l though  t h e  s e v e r e  co ld ,  
deep snow, and long d i s t a n c e s  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se  t o  on ly  
t h e  very  hardy.  An added b e n e f i t  of t h e  long  w in t e r  i s  t h e  absence 
of t h e  mosquj.to. The presence  of t h i s  i n s e c t  cannot b e  ove r r a t ed  i n  
d e s c r i b i n g  t h e  a d v e r s i t i e s  of summer t r a v e l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  lowland 
a r e a s .  

The environment t r a v e r s e d  between Knik and Unalakleet  o f f e r s  a primi- 
t i v e  beauty.  P l a n t  and animal communities a r e ,  f o r  t h e  most p a r t ,  i n  
t h e i r  n a t u r a l  s t a t e  and n a t u r e  s tudy  and photographic  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  
abound. The presence  o r  absence of s t reams ,  bogs,  permafros t ,  s l o p e s ,  
and o t h e r  f e a t u r e s  c r e a t e  a  continuous mosaic. While v e g e t a t i o n  pro- 
v ide s  a  degree of s c e n i c  d i v e r s i t y ,  t h e  topography over  l a r g e  segments 
of t h e  r o u t e  i s  f a i r l y  uniform. The ex t ens ive  r o l l i n g  t o  f l a t  lowlands 
prov ide  few s c e n i c  v i s t a s  and long d i s t a n c e  t r a v e l  can become monotonous. 

The mountainous a r e a s  a long t h e  r o u t e  a r e  except ions  t o  t h i s  un i formi ty .  
From t h e  sou the rn  f l a n k  of t h e  Alaska Range, magni f icen t  views of M t .  



McKinley can be  observed t o  t h e  n o r t h  a c r o s s  t h e  broad S u s i t n a  River  
v a l l e y .  The s e c t i o n  through t h e  Alaska Range over  Rainy Pass  possesses  
ou t s t and ing  s c e n i c  va lues .  The s e c t i o n s  through t h e  Kuskokwim and Kal- 
t a g  Mountains a l s o  have excep t iona l  s c e n i c  q u a l i t i e s .  The Unalak lee t  
River  ha s  been proposed a s  a  Nat iona l  Wild River  a r e a  and would i n c l u d e  
much of t h e  t r a i l  r o u t e  between Kal tag  and Unalakleet .  The h igh  s c e n i c  
and r e c r e a t i o n a l  q u a l i t i e s  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h i s  r i v e r  a r e a  would a l s o  b e  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i th  t h e  t r a i l  s e c t i o n .  

The c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  r o u t e  segment a long  t h e  s h o r e l i n e  of Norton Sound 
v a r i e s  more between w i n t e r  and summer than  a long  any o t h e r  r o u t e  seg- 
ment. I n  w i n t e r ,  when continuous t r a i l  t r a v e l  may b e  p o s s i b l e ,  a  t r e e -  
l e s s  l andscape /seascape ,  swept by blowing snow, a f f o r d s  a  b l e a k  recrea-  
t i o n  p i c t u r e .  With summer, t h e  scene  t rans forms  d rama t i ca l l y .  A s  
t h e  Bering Sea i c e  recedes ,  s e a  mammals a r e  seen  o f f s h o r e ,  salmon make 
t h e i r  way up s t reams  by t h e  thousands,  t h e  tundra  comes a l i v e  w i t h  flow- 
ers and b e r r i e s ,  and b l u e s  and greens  r e p l a c e  w h i t e  a s  dominant co lo r s .  
A t  t h e  same t ime,  t h e  mel t ing  of snow and i c e  means t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  
of t h e  t r a i l .  Where f rozen  lagoons and s e a  i c e  were used t o  b r i d g e  
b a r r i e r  dunes and s p i t s ,  only open wate r  remains. 

Rec rea t i ona l  Uses 

Most c u r r e n t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  of t h e  r o u t e  occurs  i n  t h e  Seward-Susitna 
region.  Between Seward and Girdwood and between Eagle  River  and Knik, 
much of t h i s  use  i s  i n  t h e  form of d r i v i n g  f o r  p l ea su re ,  p i cn i ck ing ,  
and s i g h t s e e i n g .  A highway and r a i l r o a d  cover much o f  t h e s e  segments. 

The Fo re s t  Se rv i ce  r e c r e a t i o n a l  t r a i l s  up t o  Crow Pas s  and a c r o s s  
Johnson Pass  r e c e i v e  heavy summer u se  by h i k e r s .  Two p u b l i c  u s e  cab in s  
on t h e s e  t r a i l s  a r e  rese rved  most days of t h e  summer. Summer u s e  of 
t h e  Crow Pass  t r a i l  i s  e s t ima ted  a t  300 persons per  week, w h i l e  50 
persons  pe r  week a r e  e s t ima ted  t o  use  t h e  Johnson Pass  T r a i l .  The 
22-mile Johnson Pass  T r a i l  a l s o  r e c e i v e s  w i n t e r  u se  by snowmachiners 
and cross-country s k i e r s .  Unfor tuna te ly ,  an avalanche des t royed  t h e  
p u b l i c  cab in  a t  Bench Lake dur ing  March 1975. 

The s e c t i o n  from Crow Pass  down t o  Eag le  River  (approximately 21 mi l e s )  
a l s o  r e c e i v e s  summer h i k i n g  use.  The completion of a  h i k i n g  t r a i l  dur- 
i n g  t h e  summer of 1975 has  i nc r ea sed  use.  The Eagle  River  v a l l e y  i s  
a l s o  used h e a v i l y  i n  t h e  w in t e r  by cross-country s k i e r s  and snowmachin- 
ers . 
The 20-mile Ind i an  Creek Pass  s e c t i o n  between Anchorage and Ind i an  
Creek i s  t r a v e r s e d  annua l ly  by cross-country s k i e r s .  The improved 
t r a i l  up Ind i an  Creek t o  t h e  pass  a l s o  a t t r a c t s  summer h i k i n g  use.  

Between Knik and S u s i t n a ,  t h e  many t r a i l s  a l s o  r e c e i v e  w i n t e r  u s e  by 
dog mushers , snowmobilers, and cross-country s k i e r s .  Most of t h i s  u se ,  





however, t akes  p l a c e  w i t h i n  10 t o  12 miles of Knik. Some summer h i k i n g  
u s e  of t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  occurs  up t o  4 m i l e s  from Knik. 

A j e ep  road and t r a i l  from W h i t t i e r  up through Po r t age  Pass  a l s o  re- 
c e i v e s  summer h i k i n g  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e  use .  

Hiking,  f i s h i n g ,  hun t ing ,  r e c r e a t i o n a l  gold panning, and b e r r y  p i ck ing  
a r e  popula r  summer and f a l l  a c t i v i t i e s  a l l  a long  t h e  road system i n  
t h i s  a r ea .  S i m i l a r l y ,  cross-country s k i i n g  and snowmachine u se  occur 
over  much of t h e  r o u t e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  where t h e  highway o r  r a i l r o a d  pro- 
v ide  acces s  t o  ad j acen t  day-use a r e a s .  An annual  t r a i n  t r i p  sponsored 
b y  t h e  l o c a l  s k i  c lub b r i n g s  hundreds of  cross-country s k i e r s  i n t o  t h e  
Grandview a r e a  a long  t h e  t r a i l ,  50 m i l e s  no r th  of Seward. 

Beyond t h e  S u s i t n a  River ,  r e c r e a t i o n  u s e  i s  p r i m a r i l y  n o n - t r a i l  o r i en t ed .  
Fly-in f i s h i n g  and hun t ing  a r e  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  This  u se  is 
no t  very ex t ens ive  o r  i n t e n s i v e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  time. Hiking and wi lder -  
ne s s  gu id ing  t akes  p l a c e  a c r o s s  Rainy Pass ,  a l though  t h e  l e v e l  of t h i s  
u se  i s  be l i eved  t o  b e  low. L igh t  r e c r e a t i o n a l  hunt ing ,  f i s h i n g ,  and 
t r a v e l  around t h e  s e v e r a l  towns and v i l l a g e s  a long  t h e  r o u t e  probably 
occurs ,  a l though  most such a c t i v i t y  i s  geared t o  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e -  
s t y l e .  Winter r e c r e a t i o n a l  use  i s  even l i g h t e r .  Some r e c r e a t i o n a l  
snowmachine use  and cross-country s k i i n g  probably occurs  i n  t h e  v i c i n -  
i t y  o f  Nome, McGrath, and west of t h e  S u s i t n a  River .  

Each March s i n c e  1973, approximately 40 mushers and 400 dogs t r a v e r s e  
major p o r t i o n s  of t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  a s  p a r t  of  t h e  Anchorage t o  Nome 
s l e d  dog r a c e ,  a l though  on ly  about h a l f  t h e  e n t r a n t s  reach  Nome. The 
s l e d  dog r a c e  fo l lows  t h e  r o u t e  c l o s e l y  except  between Ophir and Kal tag  
and through t h e  Alaska Range. I n s t e a d  of c u t t i n g  d i r e c t l y  a c r o s s  t h e  
Innoko v a l l e y  t o  Ka l t ag ,  t h e  r a c e  r o u t e  fo l lows  t h e  summer t r a i l  n o r t h  
from Ophir t o  Poorman and then t h e  road t o  Ruby. Between Ruby and 
Kal tag ,  t h e  Yukon River is u t i l i z e d .  This  r o u t e  was s e l e c t e d  because 
i t  pas se s  through s e v e r a l  Nat ive v i l l a g e s  where dog mushing used t o  
be  extremely popula r  and important  b e f o r e  t h e  days of  t h e  snowmachine. 
With t h e  new i n t e r e s t  i n  dog r a c i n g  developing i n  Alaska and t h e  ex- 
c i tement  genera ted  by t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  Race, dogs have a g a i n  r e tu rned  
t o  t h e  Yukon v i l l a g e s .  

Recrea t ion  u se  i n  t h e  a r e a  of t h e  Seward-Knik segment i s  expected t o  
i n c r e a s e .  Hiking, cross-country s k i i n g ,  and off-road v e h i c l e  use  w i l l  
g a in  i n  p o p u l a r i t y  a s  t h e  popu la t i on  i n  s o u t h c e n t r a l  Alaska expands. 
Should such use  l e a d  t o  a d d i t i o n a l  major t r a i l  developments o r  o t h e r  
environmental  impacts ,  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  managing agency o r  agenc ies  w i l l  
p r epa re  t h e  necessary  environmental  impact s t a t emen t s  cover ing  t h e  
a c t  ions .  

Although t h e  l a r g e s t  i n c r e a s e s  i n  use  can b e  expected i n  a r e a s  c l o s e s t  
t o  Anchorage, r e c r e a t i o n  use,  bo th  summer and w i n t e r ,  w i l l  i n c r e a s e  
moderately no r th  of Knik and S u s i t n a  and i n  t h e  Rainy Pass  a r e a  a s  







people  t r a v e l  f a r t h e r  t o  s eek  q u a l i t y  hunt ing ,  f i s h i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  and 
o t h e r  r e c r e a t i o n  a r e a s .  No meaningful e s t i m a t e  of f u t u r e  u se  i s  pos- 
s i b l e  a t  t h i s  time. 

The p o s s i b l e  c r e a t i o n  of a  new Na t iona l  F o r e s t ,  Na t iona l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge, 
o r  Na t iona l  Wild River  would a l s o  a t t r a c t  more people  t o  va r ious  seg- 
ments of t h e  rou t e .  Fu ture  p l ans  by t h e  S t a t e  D iv i s ion  of Parks  c a l l  
f o r  i nc r ea sed  development of e x i s t i n g  t r a i l s  w i t h i n  Chugach S t a t e  Park.  
Proposed t r a i l h e a d  developments and t r a i l  ex t ens ions  a long  t h e  lower 
Eagle  River  and from Ind ian  Creek down Ship Creek t o  t h e  A r c t i c  Val ley  
road a r e a  w i l l  a l s o  i n c r e a s e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se  a long  t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e s .  

Nonrecrea t iona l  Uses 

The t r a i l  involves  t h e  e x i s t i n g  Seward, Glenn, Parks ,  and t h e  Mome- 
Council  Highways. The highways and roads i n  t h e  Anchorage a r e a  a r e  
used p r i m a r i l y  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  roads between Nome 
and Solomon, Ophir and S t e r l i n g  Landing, and Poorman and Ruby a r e  used 
p r imar i l y  f o r  b a s i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and t h e  hau l ing  of goods from p o i n t s  
of t r a n s f e r  t o  towns and mining ope ra t i ons .  The Western Access Road 
is  proposed along p o r t i o n s  of t h e  t r a i l  c o r r i d o r .  

Some p o r t i o n s  of  t h e  o l d  t r a i l  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  used a s  b a s i c  t r anspo r t a -  
t i o n  c o r r i d o r s .  Winter t r a i l s  between v i l l a g e s  on Norton Sound, between 
Unalakleet  and Kal tag ,  a long t h e  Yukon, and i n  t h e  McGrath a r e a  a r e  
f r equen t ly  used by l o c a l  r e s i d e n t s  on snowmachines t o  reach  o t h e r  s e t -  
t l ements ,  hun t ing  a r e a s ,  o r  t r a p  l i n e s .  Subs i s t ence  hunt ing ,  f i s h i n g ,  
t r app ing ,  and o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  a l s o  t ake  p l a c e  a long t h e  r o u t e  around 
v i l l a g e s .  Much of  t h i s  u se  i s  by snowmachine and t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  
by dog teams. Firewood ga the r ing  and t h e  c u t t i n g  of house l ogs  i s  
a l s o  probably occu r r i ng  a long  t h e  r o u t e  nea r  v i l l a g e s .  

Mining cont inues  a t  a  number of l o c a t i o n s  a long t h e  r o u t e  i nc lud ing  
Nome, Ungali.k, Cape Nome, F l a t ,  Ruby, Lime ' t l i l l s ,  ~ t e e l m u t e / ~ a r o m e t e r ,  
and I d i t a r o d .  I t  i s  no t  known i f  such mining a c t i v i t i e s  a c t u a l l y  
occur  immediately ad j acen t  t o  major t r a i l  a l ignments .  

I n  t h e  Seward-Knik a r e a ,  r e s i d e n t i a l  and commercial u se s  a r e  i n f r i n g -  
i n g  on p o r t i o n s  of t h e  o ld  t r a i l s .  Some of t h e  o l d  t r a i l  between Knik 
and S u s i t n a  i s  known t o  c r o s s  p r i v a t e  homesteads and o t h e r  p roper ty .  
S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  towns around t h e  Anchorage a r e a  o v e r l i e  p o r t i o n s  of 
t h e  o l d  rou t e .  

Fu ture  s e l e c t i o n s  of  p u b l i c  domain lands  by Nat ives  and t h e  S t a t e  could 
r e s u l t  i n  a d d i t i o n a l  non rec rea t i ona l  u se s  of  l ands  a long  t h e  rou t e .  
Resource development by t h e  S t a t e  and Nat ive groups i s  expected.  

The planning may developed by t h e  S t a t e  Department of Highways i n  J u l y  
1973 shows proposed ex t ens ions  of t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  system covering 
much of t h e  h i s t o r i c  rou t e .  Su r f ace  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o r r i d o r s  a r e  



proposed from Knik t o  McGrath through Rainy Pas s ,  from Ophir t o  Poorman, 
from McGrath t o  F l a t ,  and from Fairbanks t o  Nome v i a  Ruby, Ka l t ag ,  
Unalak lee t ,  and around Norton Sound. Seve ra l  dam proposa l s  a long  t h e  
Yukon would inunda te  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  rou t e .  

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  Nat iona l  Scenic  T r a i l  Des igna t ion  

The c r i t e r i a  used i n  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  Seward-Nome r o u t e  a r e  a s  fol lows:  

C r i t e r i o n :  Because of t h e i r  s p e c i a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s ,  Na t iona l  
Scen ic  T r a i l s  should  be  n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and b e  capable  of 
a t t r a c t i n g  v i s i t o r s  from throughout t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Finding: The Seward-Nome Route ( I d i t a r o d  T r a i l )  i s  of n a t i o n a l  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  because of  t h e  prominent r o l e  i t  played i n  t h e  Alaska 
Gold Rush Era.  Not on ly  a r e  i t s  h i s t o r i c  va lues  of  ou t s t and ing  impor- 
t ance ,  bu t  i t  t r a v e r s e s  some of Alaska ' s  most s c e n i c  t e r r a i n  and a r e a s  
of h igh  r e c r e a t i o n a l  va lue .  P r e s e n t l y ,  excep t  f o r  t h e  s l e d  dog r ace ,  
t h e  Seward-Nome Route i s  a t t r a c t i n g  1 i . t t l e  more than  l o c a l  v i s i t a t i o n .  
However, much of t h e  r o u t e  has important  s c e n i c  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  appea l  
and v i s i t a t i o n  from beyond t h e  l o c a l  a r e a  can b e  expected t o  i nc r ea se .  

C r i t e r i o n :  Nat iona l  Scen ic  T r a i l s  a r e  designed f o r  h i k i n g  and 
o t h e r  compat ible  uses .  The Nat iona l  T r a i l s  System Act p r o h i b i t s  t h e  
use  of motorized equipment on t h e s e  t r a i l s ,  excep t  i n  c e r t a i n  circum- 
s t a n c e s  . 

Finding:  The Seward-Nome r o u t e  is  p r imar i l y  a  winter-use t r a i l  
and one of t h e  main means of use  i s  t h e  snowmachine. P o r t i o n s  of t he  
t r a i l  a r e  adap t ab l e  t o  and a r e  be ing  used f o r  h i k i n g ,  s k i i n g ,  and o t h e r  
compat ible  forms of r e c r e a t i o n ,  b u t  t h e s e  p o r t i o n s  comprise on ly  a  
minor amount of t h e  t o t a l  l eng th  of r o u t e s  o r  t r a i l s  involved.  

C r i t e r i o n :  Na t iona l  Scen ic  T r a i l s  of h i s t o r i c a l  importance should 
adhere  a s  a c c u r a t e l y  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e i r  p r i n c i p a l  h i s t o r i c  rou t e s .  

Finding:  Except f o r  s h o r t  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  I d i t a r o d  s l e d  dog r a c e  
t r a i l ,  t h e  Seward-Nome r o u t e  fo l lows  t h e  h i s t o r i c  t r a i l s  used dur ing  
t h e  Gold Rush Era.  

C r i t e r i o n :  Nat iona l  Scen ic  T r a i l s  should b e  provided w i t h  ade- 
qua t e  p u b l i c  acces s  through conrlecting l o c a l  o r  r e g i o n a l  t r a i l s .  Ac- 
c e s s  should  b e  l o c a t e d  a t  reasonable  i n t e r v a l s  t o  p rov ide  f o r  t r i p s  
of  va r ious  l eng ths .  

Finding:  The widespread use  of t h e  a i r p l a n e  i n  Alaska opens up 
t o  u s e  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  Seward-Nome r o u t e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  



of t h e  season  of use ,  Only t h e  Seward-Knik l e g  i s  r e a d i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  
by t h e  more convent iona l  means of road o r  ra i lway.  

C r i t e r i o n :  Nat iona l  Scen ic  T r a i l s  should b e  p r i m a r i l y  l and  based. 

Finding: 'The Seward-Nome r o u t e  p r i m a r i l y  c r o s s e s  l and  a r e a s ,  
a l though  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  r o u t e  fo l low r i v e r s  o r  c r o s s  l a k e s ,  
muskegs and marshes,  and Norton Sound. Main u se  of t h e  watered segments, 
however, occurs  i n  w in t e r  when they  a r e  f rozen  over ,  

C r i t e r i o n :  Nat iona l  Scen ic  T r a i l s  should b e  of s u f f i c i e n t  l eng th  
t o  encompass and prov ide  a p p r o p r i a t e  acces s  t o  t h e  r e sou rce s  which a r e  
a  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  t r a i l ' s  de s igna t i on .  

Finding:  The Seward-Nome r o u t e  i n c l u d e s  an aggrega te  of 2,037 
miles of  t r a i l ,  

C r i t e r i o n :  Nat iona l  Scen ic  T r a i l s  should b e  cont inuous except  
where no p r a c t i c a b l e  o r  f e a s i b l e  i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n  e x i s t s .  

Finding:  During w i n t e r ,  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  season  of use ,  t h e  Seward- 
Nome r o u t e  i s  cont inuous.  I n  summer, wate r  d i s connec t s  many segments,  
e s p e c i a l l y  Norton Sound on t h e  Kaltag-Nome l e g .  

Conclusions 

The h i s t o r i c  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e sou rce s  of  t h e  Seward-Nsme r o u t e  a r e  
found t o  b e  n a t i o n a l l y  s i g n i f i c a n t  and mer i t  n a t i o n a l  r ecogn i t i on ,  

The rush  t o  t h e  I d i t a r o d  gold f i e l d s  represen ted  t h e  l a s t  g r e a t  gold 
stampede i n  North America. From a l l  over  t h e  United S t a t e s  and even 
o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  men and women t r a v e l e d  i n c r e d i b l e  d i s t a n c e s  t o  Alaska 
and then  over  w i lde rnes s  t r a i l s  t o  t h e  gold f i e l d s .  The Seward-Nome 
r o u t e  forms a  s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  of ~ l a s k a ' s  and t h e  n at ion's f r o n t i e r  
h e r i t a g e .  

The r o u t e  i s  excep t iona l  i n  t h a t  i t  was and i s  p r i n c i p a l l y  a  w i n t e r  
r ou t e .  H i s t o r i c  t r a v e l  a long t h e  r o u t e  took t h e  p a t h  of  l e a s t  r e s i s -  
t ance ,  u t i l i z i n g  snow and i c e  t o  c r o s s  e s t u a r i e s ,  l a k e s ,  r i v e r s ,  marshes,  
wi .ndfa l l s ,  hummocky t e r r a i n ,  and o t h e r  o b s t a c l e s  a long  much of t h e  rou te .  
Due t o  t h e s e  o b s t a c l e s ,  summer t r a v e l  was and i s  extremely d i f f i c u l t ,  
i f  n o t  imposs ib le ,  over many segments. 

The r o u t e  i s  unique i n  t h a t  i t  i s  the  only major t r a i l  system s t i l l  
used by dog mushers. The I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  Race ha s  been h e l d  annua l ly  
s i n c e  1973 over  a  1,049-mile segmen.t from Anchorage t o  Nome. It com- 
memorates dogsled t r a v e l  a s  a unique aspec t  of Alaskan h i s t o r y .  This  
r a c e  h a s ,  i n  a  few y e a r s ,  become a major Alaskan s p e c t a t o r  even t  and 
has  a t t r a c t e d  n a t i o n a l  p u b l i c i t y .  The r a c e  r o u t e  d e v i a t e s  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i n  p l a c e s  from t h e  main Seward-Nome r o u t e ,  b u t  u t i l i z e s  o t h e r  h i s t o r i c  
t r a v e l  r o u t e s .  



Seve ra l  p o r t i o n s  of t h e  r o u t e  pos se s s  h igh  r e c r e a t i o n a l  va lue s .  The 
segments nea r  Anchorage over  Crow Pas s ,  I nd i an  Creek Pass ,  t h e  Bench 
Lake T r a i l ,  and t h e  segment west of Knik a r e  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  h i k i n g ,  
cross-country s k i i n g ,  dog mushing, and /or  snowmachine use.  The Rainy 
Pass  segment and t h e  Por tage  Pass  a r e a  have e x c e l l e n t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  
h i k i n g  use  a l though  e x i s t i n g  u se s  a r e  r e l a t i v e l y  l i g h t .  

Snowmachines a r e  used over  major p o r t i o n s  of t h e  h i s t o r i c  r o u t e  f o r  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s ,  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  purposes ,  
i nc lud ing  break ing  t r a i l  f o r  t h e  s l e d  dog race .  

Some segments r e c e i v i n g  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u se  o r  having p o t e n t i a l  f o r  rec-  
r e a t i o n a l  use. o r  development may b e  degraded o r  l o s t  from p u b l i c  owner- 
s h i p  o r  use  through land  d i s p o s a l  o r  by c o n f l i c t i n g  l and  u se s  ove r  t h e  
nex t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  u n l e s s  formal d e d i c a t i o n  o r  de s igna t i on  of l and  
a long  t h e  r o u t e  occurs .  

Most of t h e  r o u t e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  i n  p u b l i c  ownership w i t h  t h e  S t a t e  of 
Alaska c o n t r o l l i n g  t h e  l a r g e s t  s h a r e  of t h e  t o t a l  mileage. Approxi- 
mately 300 mi l e s  of t h e  r o u t e  have been s e l e c t e d  by Nat ive  co rpo ra t i ons  
under t h e  terms of t h e  Alaska Nat ive Claims Se t t l ement  Act. 

Based upon a  knowledge of t h e  a r e a  and t h e  I d i t a r o d    rail's h i s t o r i c  
r o l e ,  t h e  t r a i l  appears  t o  possess  n a t i o n a l  h i s t o r i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  
Key s i t e s ,  s t r u c t u r e s ,  and o b j e c t s  d a t i n g  from t h i s  h i s t o r i c  pe r iod  
must b e  i d e n t i f i e d  and preserved  b e f o r e  they  a r e  l o s t  f o r eve r .  

Together ,  th.e h i s t o r i c a l  environment,  t h e  complementing assemblage of 
h i s t o r i c  s i . t e s  and s t r u c t u r e s ,  and cont inu ing  uses  remin iscen t  of h i s -  
t o r i c  ones a long t h e  I d i t a r o d  T r a i l  form a  r e sou rce  of  n a t i o n a l  s i g n i f -  
i c ance .  

Recommendations 

The e n t i r e  Seward-Nome route-- including a p p r o p r i a t e  branch,  a l t e r n a t e ,  
and I d i t a r o d  s l e d  dog r a c e  routes--and r e l a t e d  s i t e s  should b e  d e s i g -  
na t ed  a s  a  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  w i t h i n  t h e  Na t iona l  T r a i l s  System. 
The importance of i t s  r o l e  i n  Alaskan h i s t o r y  and t h e  remaining h i s -  
t o r i c a l  va lue s  and growing pub l i c  i n t e r e s t  and u s e  suppor t  t h i s  a c t i o n .  
The des igna ted  r o u t e  should i nc lude  t h e  f r o z e n  s u r f a c e s  of t h o s e  e s tu -  
a r i e s ,  l a k e s ,  and r i v e r s ,  such as t h e  Yukon, t h a t  a r e  o v e r l a i n  by t h e  
r o u t e  a s  w e l l  a s  roadways and r a i l r oads  t h a t  ove r l ay  t h e  rou t e .  The 
l e g i s l a t i o n  de s igna t i ng  t h e  t r a i l  should i n c l u d e  p rov i s ions  f o r  acqui- 
s i t i o n ,  r e t e n t i o n ,  o r  d e d i c a t i o n  of s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  and 
f o r  a  right-of-way o r  easement a long most o r  a l l  of t h e  r o u t e  t o  pro- 
t e c t  h i s t o r i c  v a l u e s  and segments f o r  p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e  r e c r e a t i o n a l  
t r a i l  development and t o  i n s u r e  cont inued p u b l i c  t r a v e l  a long  t h e  
v a r i o u s  segments. 



Because c o n s t r u c t i o n  of a  summer t r a i l  over  much of t h e  r o u t e  would 
b e  extremely expensive and i m p r a c t i c a l  due t o  t h e  g r e a t  d i s t a n c e s  i n -  
volved and t h e  remoteness from popu la t i on  c e n t e r s ,  i t  should n o t  b e  
a t tempted a t  t h i s  time. However, s e l e c t e d  segments could b e  developed 
f o r  summer use  i f  t h e  demand war r an t s  such a c t i o n .  

Customary e x i s t i n g  off-road v e h i c l e  u se  a long  t h e  va r ious  segments 
should coritinue t o  be permit ted.  The manager of a  p a r t i c u l a r  segment 
should c a r e f u l l y  r e g u l a t e  off-road v e h i c u l a r  u s e  i n  o r d e r  t o  p r o t e c t  
environmental  va lue s  and prevent  c o n f l i c t s  among t r a i l  u se r s .  

A s  r e c r e a t i o n  needs i n c r e a s e  i n  Alaska,  cons ide ra t i on  should  b e  g iven  
t o  s i g n i n g ,  improvement, and/or  ex t ens ion  of e x i s t i n g  p u b l i c  r ec r ea -  
t i o n a l  t r a i l s  a long  t h e  rou t e .  H i s t o r i c  p r e s e r v a t i o n  law r e q u i r e s  
t h a t  t h e  l and  a r e a s  a f f e c t e d  by t r a i l  de s igna t i on  b e  surveyed f o r  cu l -  
t u r a l  r e sou rce s  s o  t h a t  a  knowledge of t h e s e  r e sou rce s  and requirements  
f o r  t h e i r  p r e s e r v a t i o n  may govern planning.  A c a r e f u l  s tudy  of  t h e  
r o u t e ' s  archeological . ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  and r e c r e a t i o n a l  r e sou rce s ;  develop- 
ment of an o v e r a l l  management and p r o t e c t i o n  p l a n  f o r  t h e  r o u t e ;  and 
s t a b i l i z a t i o n  of s i g n i f i c a n t  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  o r  s i t e s  a long  t h e  
r o u t e  should b e  undertaken dur ing  t h e  i n i t i a l  p lanning  fo l lowing  des ig-  
na t i on .  Some h i s t o r i c  s i t e s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  implements, and o t h e r  r e sou rce s  
found a long  t h e  r o u t e  w i l l  b e  imper i led  over  t h e  nex t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  
u n l e s s  p ro t ec t ed  by  some coord ina ted  management program. 

Inc lu s ion  of  t h e  r o u t e  and r e l a t e d  s i t e s  on t h e  Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  of 
H i s t o r i c  P l ace s  should cont inue  t o  b e  pursued by t h e  Bureau of Land 
Management and t h e  S t a t e .  

The Bureau of Land Management should b e  des igna ted  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  Fed- 
e r a l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  t o  coo rd ina t e  planning and a c t i o n s  t o  b e  taken  
a long  t h e  e n t i r e  r o u t e ,  and t o  manage t hose  segments l oca t ed  on p u b l i c  
domain l ands ,  The va r ious  S t a t e  and Federa l ,  and p o s s i b l y  l o c a l ,  
agenc ies  should manage t hose  segments t r a v e r s i n g  l ands  under t h e i r  
ownership o r  charge.  Those r o u t e  segments p r o t e c t e d  by p u b l i c  ease- 
ments through p r i v a t e  l ands  should b e  managed by t h e  p u b l i c  agency 
having paramount l and  management r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  t h e  a r ea .  

COSTS 

During t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e ,  most u se  of t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a i l  segments 
would cont inue  t o  be  i n  w in t e r  when t h e  t r a i l s  a r e  f rozen  over  and 
covered w i th  snow, Therefore ,  l i t t l e  o r  no convent iona l  t r a i l  develop- 
ment o r  maintenance would b e  requi red .  None i s  proposed on Federa l  
l ands  a t  t h i s  t ime. 

The on ly  a c q u i s i t i o n  proposed is f o r  a 25-foot wide, 1-1/2=mile long 
c o r r i d o r  i n  t h e  Knik a r e a  which i s  now i n  p r i v a t e  ownership. Such 
a c q u i s i t i o n  is  needed t o  i n s u r e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a  cont inuous t r a i l  f o r  
p u b l i c  use  a long t h i s  segment of t h e  h i s t o r i c  rou t e .  Otherwise,  



v i r t u a l l y  t h e  e n t i r e  r o u t e  i s  a l r eady  i n  pub l i c  ownership. The c o s t  
of a cqu i r i ng  t h e  approximately 5  a c r e s  involved i s  e s t ima ted  t o  b e  
$35,000. 

Another c o s t  which t h e  Federa l  government should  i n c u r  would b e  t o  
uniformly mark t h e  t r a i l  wi th  s i g n s  a t  approximately 25 highway c ross -  
i ngs  and o t h e r  key po in t s .  The c o s t  i s  e s t ima ted  t o  b e  $2,500. 

The major Federa l  c o s t  would be  t o  determine t h e  p r e c i s e  l o c a t i o n  of 
t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a i l s  and t o  l o c a t e  and inventory  t h e  cond i t i on  of t h e  
h i s t o r i c  s i t e s  and s t r u c t u r e s  a long t h e  t r a i l s .  The c o s t  o.f such a  
s t udy  by t h e  Bureau of Land Management is  e s t ima ted  t o  b e  $100,000. 

R e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of t h e  land  management agenc ies  f o r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,  
p reserva t ion . ,  and p r o t e c t i o n  of Nat iona l  R e g i s t e r  c a l i b e r  p r o p e r t i e s  
a r e  no t  a f f e c t e d  by t h i s  p roposa l .  These r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  stem from 
t h e  Nat iona l  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act of 1966 and E.O. 11593 of A p r i l  
1971. However, i t  can be  assumed t h a t  h i s t o r i c  r e sou rce s  a s s o c i a t e d  
w i th  t h e  l Ja t iona l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  would b e  h i g h l i g h t e d  by des igna t i on  
and t h a t  coo rd ina t i ng  and p re se rva t i o r i / p ro t ec t i on  programs would b e  
emphasized by t h e  managing agencies .  Therefore ,  i n d i r e c t l y ,  t h e  Na- 
t i o n a l  H i s t o r i c  T r a i l  de s igna t i on  could r e s u l t  i n  i nc r ea sed  preserva-  
t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  a long t h e  t r a i l .  

Fu ture  management of t hose  segments of t h e  t r a i l  adap t ab l e  t o  summer 
r e c r e a t i o n  use  would be t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
involved.  Most use  t ~ o u l d  be  on non-Federal l ands  i n  t h e  Anchorage a r ea .  
The Governor and S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  both have endorsed t h i s  concept and 
recommendations. The need f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  t r a i l  development f o r  summer 
u se  on Federa l  l ands  i s  minimal a t  t h i s  time and would n o t  b e  undertaken 
u n t i l  a  s u f f i c i e n t  demand m a t e r i a l i z e s  and s t u d i e s  o f  a p p r o p r i a t e  seg- 
ments have been completed. 

Ove ra l l  management coo rd ina t i on  of t h e  r o u t e  by t h e  Bureau of Land 
Management would most l i k e l y  involve  t h e  assignment of one person f u l l  
t ime a t  an es t imated  c o s t  of approximately $50,000 annua l ly .  

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT 

The Bureau of Outdoor Recrea t ion  has  determined t h a t  t h e  proposed a c t i o n  
would no t  r e s u l t  i n  a major Federa l  a c t i o n  s i ~ n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  
q u a l i t y  of t h e  n a t u r a l  and human environment w i t h i n  t h e  meaning of Sec- 
t i o n  102(2) ( C )  of t h e  Nat ional  Environmental Po l i cy  Act. P r i n c i p a l  use  
of t h e  t r a i l  w i l l  occur  dur ing  t h e  w i n t e r  months when t h e  t r a i l  i s  cov- 
e red  w i t h  snow and i c e .  L i t t l e  u se  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  what i s  a l r eady  occur- 
r i n g  i s  expected because of t h e  extreme r i g o r s  involved a long  t h e  t r a i l  
dur ing  t h e  primary season  of use.  Therefore ,  i n  accord w i th  t h e  app l i -  
c a b l e  Council  on Environmental Qua l i t y  Guide l ines ,  a  Negative Dec l a r a t i on  
has  beer1 prepared.  An Environmental Assessment i s  f i l e d  w i t h  t h e  Bureau 
of Outdoor Recrea t ion  t o  suppor t  t h i s  Negative Dec la ra t ion .  
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