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ERICICNE I’havc tha “onor to ranorﬁ of ths Wintor Rcconnaissance Scward Lo
Nome just completed, under writien and verbal 1nstructiono of Captain Pillsnj‘;
burv dated January &th 1808, as fellowss: - ' s

"After having two basgat sleds and 18 seats dog harress mads and assem-
bling vprovisions and camp outfit at S-attle, salled acccmpanied by Ross J.
Kinnoy and three dogs purzhased at Seattle, on S.S. Northwestern on Jan.1l6th
..and reached Seward cn Jan.25th. '

At Seward w2 spent five days in arranging equipment,"tyring out™ dogs

. and repacking the outfii r=ady for the trip,and the party composed of myself,
Geo.B.Pulham, R. J.Ainn~y and Frank Jackson left Scward on Jan 3lst.
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Routc~,i;a;"'““ R ¥ , .
© - - The routeuuravnr ed bricfly dcscribcd was as fcl ows: - -
- L The Alasxa Central Railva« was followad to its end at Mil- 54,thence
via Turnagain Arm,Glacier Cresex,Crow Cresek Pass, Eagle River,across country
to 01d Enik,across Knik Arm to Ncw Knik,across country to Qusit“a Station,
up the Susitna three miles,up the Yentna,Swentha and Happy Rivers,Pass Creek
to Rainy Pass,dcwn the Dalzell,Xohn and Xuskokwlim Rivers to near the Tonzona,
across country to the mouth of the Tacptna at McGrath's,up the Tacotna and
across country o the Tacotna Slouth,over rcllling hills toc Gane Cresk,dowm
Gane and across country to Prhir Crc~k(tae Innoko district) across country
to Dishakaket and thence across countiry to the Kalyuk Slough to the Yukon,
and then up the Yuken to Kaltag, and by the Overland Mail Trail via Unalak-
i3k to Noms.
I append a brief uablc cf distances for comnarison wit *the Valdez-Falr-
““banks route and it will be seen that the route as traversed to the Innoko
District is 465 mlles shorter than the Fairbanks route and 1o Nome is 343
‘miles shorter than the present used route. Also these distances may be de-
. creased some 52 miles as will be shown on map and in more dstail in this re=
pcrt owing to certain cut-cffs than can pOesibly e’ ‘made.

-

Comparative table of distances to Wome.‘

Valdez -Nome Route Seward-Nome Route
?Valdez to Fairbanxs 354 Miles Seward to Susitna Station 180 Miles
" Pairbanis to Gibbon 275 " Susitna Sta. to Rainy Pass 118
' Gibbon to EKaltag 277 " Rainy Pass to McGrath's 120 "
- Kaltag to TUnalakllk S0 " McGrath's to Gane Creek 3B "
" Unalaklik to NOME 222 " Gane Creek to Kaltag 110 °
! _ . Kaltag to Nome 312"
i Totals . 1Z18 " : 875 "
d o ' 1
{ Valdez to Gane Creek 929 " Seward to Gane Creek 464 "
3- . ce o me

Difference 4565 miles.
i A8 T have never heen over the Valdez~Fairbarks Trail in ¥inter,(but was over
{ the suzzer trail in 1804,Valdez to Clear Creek near Upper Tanana Crossing)
i I am wadle to describs the route by comparison,but Rainy Pass,while some

75 fest higher im altitude than Thompson Pass,has 118 nile water grade tg
.4 to gain an altitude of 3175 feet and a descont on the West side 1735 fest
, in 9 miles down to the mouth of Dalzell River..Other than this the route is
i - N o . o o
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‘7sry much 1like the Copper River Route and would be in timber practically all
the wsy,with the exception of 12 miles ovor Ralny Pass..However a great deal
of work must be cdons onsthe route to maks it practicable for winter mall sem
7ice as it would be im-practicable to follow the broad open River flcod
plains and valleys as was done by this expedition,on account of overflows
and open water which would rendsr the trail,impracticable except at the seas=
cn of the winter when this expedition cams through.

Briefly the route 1s entirely practicable,dspending larg=ly upon the -
completion and operaticn of the Alaska Central Rallway,the opening up of the
Susitna,Yentna and EKuskokwim and Innoko Districts,and by compariscn with the
Fairbtanks route as I understand it,there are no real obstacles to overcomse,
with the exception of Crow Creek Pass and possibly this part of the routs
can be overcecms by going via Indlan Pass or even the entire distance around

"the shores of Turnagain Arm and Znikx Arm to Cecok Inlet.

Rainy Pass 1s so easy of ascent that thers is no question in my mind of
its feasibility. Here I might say we were in timber the entire way to Xaliag
excepl for 7 miles approaching and 5 miless leaving Rainy Pass. ’

: Timber line was found to be at altitude 2250 feet on each side of the .~
pass but much brusn and willcocws extended right up to the summit. . :
* To more minutely descrite tho routs followed: We had sonse difficulty
in ‘getting our hsavy loads over the many narrow bridges on the Alsska Central
Railway as they were covered wlthfrom 4 to 7 fest of soft,heavy snow and a
narrow trall had besn kept broken through the center of the bridges dcocwn to

the ties.Thes snow, on account of t:he width between the ties had bpzen stampad
thréugh by the mall carrier and occasional travelers and the accumulating snow.
had become mushroomed over and built up perpendicular walls 4 {o 7 ft. h*gh
until it lopp=d over or hung outnbeyond.tns ends of the ties from 1 to 3 ft.

We could not keep tp the narrow trail in the centsr as it was nearly or
completely coversd over on tep,sc we had to resort to going on top of the
snow to cne side and out over the ends of the ties in many instanc—s but fort-
unately the weather was cold enough to congeal the snow and keep 1t from sher-
‘ing,else we could not have hauied tkhes hezyy loads over the bridges., This con-

dition will result each winter until the bridges are fully tied or the road

. operated,as the space betiween thes ties will not allow the snow to pacx solid.
. Also these brid¢~s cannot well bs avoided.

Through the half dozed tunnels we found the mouth of them almost com- }
pletely blockaded with snow slides and we had to shovel our way into and out
of them,bodily 1ift the heavily loaded sleds over the slides inte them and
"snub" down into them. With no snow through the several tunnels it would be

- dmpracticable to haul heavy loads through them,but I could not well see how

they can be avoided as the River bensath 1s too rough and oren to be traver—
sed and this 1s in a bad snow slide country. Much 1ce hung from the roofs of

- the tunnels liks stalyctites and with the heavy rails,rocks and occasional

ice on the flcer made trecherous traveling in the darkness.
Between txo of the tunnels we found and unfinished btridge,so ¥& 1ixpro-

vised a floor on which to cross and betwesn two other tunnels for some 5CO
! feet we had to cut a trall along the shsar(sheser) mountainside,through gla=—

clered ice and snow and move the gsleds and loads by hand.
Ye left the track at miie 54 and made down the oren floocd plain of Gla

. ¢ler River to Turnagain arm at mile 81.Frcm mile 63 to 75 we found nuch di

€iculty from the extramely high tides,rough hummocky Ifloe ice and uncompliei-
ed roadted. AL mils 65 Lo 67 the ra*lwav cexpany nhas a uP“Sulc soms tWO @iles
long and out some 2CC to S00 feet from the cliffs and shore to avold glaciers
and snow slides,and sver when the roadbed 1s completzd and being cperated 1
doubt the abi‘ity to handle sleds along hers,but at the lirmitad tize at kand
to exanine condiniona I was unable to forz an opinion of ‘the’ solu‘ion, as the
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. tide water and rough ice must always be dangerous or not treversable.At mile

" 29 we had to leave sleds and loads out on the ice one night and from mile 67
bo 74 it was succession of climbing over the hllls and along the tide lands
1long the cleared right of way and but slow time could be nade. , S

Up Glacier Crsek frem mile 75 to 85 we had no difficulty as a sled road -
-ag being operated to Girdwood at mile 82,but over Crow Creek Pess it would
3 out of the questlon to handle Nome mail with en ascent of 45 degreses for
Jhe last 1500 fe2et and to an altituds of 3550 feet and then down nearly as
:tecp some places to Raven Creesk and on down to Eagle River 9 miles below.

An altsrnative route should be examined from the mouth of Glacisr Creeck
\nd continuing alcvg the right-of-way of the rallway to Indian Pass where 1t
.8 sald a good grads and Pass can be gotten and all the way in timber. This
is some 20 mlles west of Crow Creek Pass,but we did not go that way on account
sf no trail,lack of time and uncsrtainty of getting through.

The location of the Alaska Central Railwajﬂhochcr follows around the en=~
ire north shore of Turnagain Arm and the Zast Shore of Enik Arm,and whan thia
‘oad shall have been completsd,would,very liksly be the route if the mail for
‘ome ever goes via the KuskoXwlm,but there would always bte trouble and dangsr
;rom snow slldes,and the roaaway and cuts bo blown full of snow dnd muah rough
}nd sidling trail result. .. : S
- Also soms difficulty was cncountcrcd all the way ‘down Raven Crcck and Ea-
;J® River and across to 01l& Knik on account of no trail and very dsep,soft snow
nd open creeksrfrom Zagle River we caught on to an Alaska Central Ry., vack
rall across laxes and hills tp Znlk Arm and arrived at 0ld Znik at 9 PM 'long
fter cdark...from hers to New Knik we had no difficulty as the snow was now but
Jbout a foot deep and the Irdians had a trail.

At New Rnik,Mr.Pulhanm, in charge of itranspocrtation, decidad to leave cns
f the basket sleds and all the double harness, as he dc—p~d the country too
rooked and snow too deep and soft to pull the wide sleds through,ard with dogs
arnessed iwo abreast, sc a day was spent 1n making long tugged harness,ar-
mging four Yukon Sleds,buying provisions and remcdeling the outfit. In my
4nd it was a mistake to discard the sleds and double harness as we had al-
eady passed over all the worst of the trall and were now just where we could
se the rig to advantags and fair time had been made up to here with no acci-
oent or breakags and f“om information T had bsen abls to Zet as to conditions
head,%e were now beginning to get into failr going and the entire trip could
ave bccn made as successfully or to more advantage with the eriginal outfit,
jot no so heavily loaded and with two Yukon Sleds(tandem) extra,to relieve the
*xccssive loads on the baskst sleds.

From New Enik to Susitna Station we passed through rolling hills and Tam=-
rack swamps and arrived at the 8tation on Fab.1lS5th.

Here a threse-guarter blood Crese Indian was hired to go throush as far as
Grath's and then retuwm, and we tock on flour,sugar,baccon and other supplles
S had been arranged for previously,and the real trip began as this was our
ast base of suppliss. .

From hers I began the reconnoissance "pacing" the distance clear through

o Kaltag. This was dcns by counting'fours'! as is dones by the Geological Sur=-
ay,in deterzining(rcushly) distances and coneists of cournting only one foot
or four tizes and calling 1t OWE. I occasicnally measursd ths sum of these 8
teps ¢cn snow shoes or without, as the case may be, and then using the muitl-
le in deterzining the distance traveled,

! Also latitude observations were taxen as will be seen on map and the mag-
stic variaticn determined,but these could not always be gotten at or near &

he fifty mile station owing to the storzy or hazy weather. By closely waiche
ng the U.S.G.S. Reconnolssance map of Mount McZXinley regicn,1504: Spurr and
net's exploration of %828 18%8: and Lieut. Herron's exploration in 1899, I was
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,abla to ostimate and check their distances tooography and dolinoation clear -

through to Farewsll Mountaln on the huskoxwim but will say from thers to Kal- -
tag tho maps ares entirely in errer and it would be lmpossible to map the —
.country excopt by more extended surveys than it was possible for me to make

on such an expodition.

From Susitna Statibn we of course followed up the broad flood planse of
the rivers,taking angles with prismatic compass and going from point to point
of the river bTends,and I found the maps to be very accurate in the maln,but
of such small scale that certain small canons,lslands, sloughs and topogra-
&q,do not show,and of these I will tell 1aucr.

In my opinion 1t would be impracticable to follow the broad open flood
plain all winler on account of overflows, and the opening of a trail by this
route virtually means the cutting of five hundred and fifty~three miles,nore
or less,of trail through the timber and brush, arnd certain nscessary cross=~
ings of the rivers,

At Intervals all up the Yentna and Swentna we passed through sloughs or
.up the meain river as the case may bte,and had very deep soft snow to contcnd
wvith and had to snow shoe all the way.

A cut off route from Susitna Station about north forty~fivc degrccs west,
and arriving at the Skwentna at abow the mouth of the Talushuliina River,
'should be exploited. This is said to bo travcilod by Irndians but I could get
no information on 1t. . -

Upon arriv*ng au the mouth of the Hanoy River in a strong wind,on the
“afternoon of Feb.26th,a halt was made,but from the tovography of thc country,
(we were on the south side of the s&wcnuna) it did not sesm ithat the Happy,
whth so large a drainage area,could coze cut of the mountains through so small
a canon,so while the river was anticipated at the exact distancs traveled,I
conclud'd from ithe topograrhy of the hills that it must come in two miles or
'more above,so we soon camped four miles above the Happy,and with the low hills
on the right leading me to believe that we must come to it at any turn. On
the next morring,¥eb.27th, after traveling three miles we arrived at the mouth
of Portage Creek(I had seena pichures of this place in one of the Geological
reports) so we turned back the seven miles and entered Happy River,having lost

‘a days travel,

Here we blazed trees and put up a sign giving name of tHe river,party and
distances back to the mouth of Skwentna and Yentna, to Susitna Station and

Sewvard. In fact, on the entire trip, at our camning placcs I blazcd trees
i giving date distanccs,etc.

‘ In the Happy River we found much opcn watcr and very dceo soft snow which

'had been blown down into the valls$,but fair time was made each day.
This 1s a very narrow rivar betiween steep slooinz side~hills from pla=

- teaus above,almost a canon for 156 miles whe”r it ®roadens out #ocawhat at mils
: 282,but always going un on rather stiff gzedes. A trall through here must lie

througu the cresek bottom cutting across u“c many small bends covered with

. spruce and cottonwoocd. It is a veritable paradise for moose and on the 28th
- of February,w#hile sone disbancc anead of the party I killed a big,bull moose.

t

!

For the success of the trip we figured on a moose or plenty of ptarmigan.
"Prom this tize on we were hsavily lcaded as the moose dr=sssed protably 6350
lbs, and but for 1t we must have been on short raticns toward the end of trip.

Also Wwe saw three different outfits of prospectors camped along the Hap=
‘ Py and who had tw¥o to four moose each hanging up. We. saw, however, but about
1 80 ptarmigan on the entire trip and only had four of thcm, these weres all near
timbcr line,

On up the bapoy 1 sav the country as manpcd and by closely following the
tmaps we went over the summit of Ralny Pass . con March the second at nocon,a per-
i fectly clear, calm day, and dropped down DalZ2ll. into the timber.

-’ o

However,when one arrived at tizber line on Pass Cresk,thers might be

a question as to the proper route ahead as the Ptarmigan Vallcy route looks
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the much more likely pass thrpigh the mountains,while the Pass Creek route

~turns into & high mountain and around toward the north in such a way that
~from a distance it seems to terminate too soon,but by very closely watching

the map one can readily, decids.

We went up the long smocth ridge between Pass Creek and the main Happy,
a8 the crzek bottom was filled with very desp soft snow among the brush,and
this ridge would bte the ideal location for a trail,but must be permanently
stekedIn fact the twelve miles between timber must be staken when a winter
trail is established, . .

Down the head waters of the Dalzell I saw how one could easily get lost
(at least temporarily) if coming up stream, as the canons ars so deceptlve

- and the country so big. 7hile hers I will say that Ralny Pass is so easy of
~ascent and descent and 1s so near on a dirsct line of th» route that I did

not stop to examine any of ths other passes 1i.e. Simpson Pass scme ten miles

- northeast,and Ptarzigan Valley some 20 miles southwest,as elther of the other

routes would te much lenger and not to bte considered unl-ss scre 8erious ob-
structiong should be found before resaching the Kuskokwim.

REowever there 1s a very bad stretch of country from mile 302 to 306 down
the Dalzell,wheres thne creek 1s narrow and confined in a succession of deep
narrow canocns,glaclisrs and land-slides and the creek has a very rapid descent
at places. This,nowever, can be overcoms by laying a trail well up on the me-
sas to the north,overlcoking the creek ard through the timber but much study
will be requir d to pick out the best route for several miles of this creek.
Other than this the Dalzell is £asY,

Arriving at Rohn River we find a broad flood plain of from 1500 to 2800
feet wide and this must be a long large river.Down stream it abruptly turns
several bluffs and from the opan country at its mouth it was difficult its
exact confluence with ths EKuskokwigf/to determins.

Heres on Xarch 3rd #e met two msn names Powell and Ramar tound for Seward
for medical trzatment for Pcwell's thumb,so we gave them acticeptic(anti)
tablets and they wers very glad to see us,as 1t meant they would have our iraill

~to follow clear back to Susitna Station., They had left McGrath's on Feb.21lst
.and had unfortunately followed a trapper's trail and only came out on the Kus=~

kokwim at Farewell Mountain,having besn DPaCuiC 1ly lost for 12 days,though
one of them had b=2en out to Seward before, ; IR
On Rohn River we ran onto glare ice .which continued for forty nine miles

" or down to about the mouth of the Dilinger River. Over this strestch I had to

abandon the "pacing® for the time being, as the sleds ran so fast befors the

' wind.Without cresepers it was impossible to evan stand up on the ice with a six
mile an hour wind down stream,so we all rode and I timed and estimated the dis-
- tance. Indeed thls was a dangesrous part of th=s trip as the. icc ¥as s0 smoobh-.
~and the wind so strong that the sleds were. broadside on or ahesad of ‘the. aogs

much of tbc tize 2and the many snags stickiﬁg uhroubh the ic c used us. many
"tip overs” but no serious accident or breakage. At night we. improvised brakes
for the sleds and creespers for ourselves and next day made vrna+ time until
we ran oif the glare ice into snow and overflows. '

Fron rarewall Yountain the FKuskoxwim 1s, generally speaking,propsrly map-
ped as far as the Tonzona,but while I took compass courses and paced the dic-

" tances frcm point te point, the river flood plain is so broad and full of so

many islands ans sloughs that 1t would be fallacy for =e to try to map and
plat the country from such notes and under sucn conditions as’I could gct th‘m
in mushing along on sncw shoes at about 12 ziles a day,

Several rivera wers seen to anter f{rom the southwest’ but which are qoy on
the maps,and we did not see the Dilinger Biver at all. Ts could not find the
Tonzona River but found Chief Kichell and two monsz at ths point where the
Tonzona should snter,but could not make him understand,althoush he was rather _
an intelllzent nativae, e got hixm to pilot us across the low,swampy tamarack
and wmnarked country,20C miles to Nicholomas,on the Kuskokwim opposite 4he

mouth of Big River and here I got 1nformation from a man naxmed Wilson as

Cy L. . I t T
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- to the rest of the distance to YNcGrath's at the mouth of the Tocotna. At izl
Nicholomas the Big River enters from the south, and 1s, as ite name infers, a
big river,nearly as large as the Kuskokwin. This river has natives up 1ts sev-
eral branc 1eg and I roumhly delineate it on the map. It 18 sald to emanate
some distance south of Farewell Mcuntain in lakess and sloughs. From Nichol-
omag we travslled ovar the trail just traversed by Wilsen on snow shoes,and
rere part of the tize on the river,through sloughs,lakes,tamarack and spruce.
swamps and it was impossible to carry a compass line,but when out in ths oren -
%o woere at all times going direcily away from Mt.McRinley and directly tow-
ard Yount Tacotna(not on any map).
! After a day at X¥cGrath's we left Johnson( the 3 Cree Indian) who was sick
with pleurisy, and toox the sled +trail from Xaltag by way of Gane and Ophlr
Creeks. Hers 13 ths mosi crooked,up and down hill,round about trail ones could
imagine, so crooked that a compass line could not be carried through the scrub
timber and brush,so I confined myself to measuring 1ts length and taking such
bearings to mount aiﬂs and peaks, and such notes as to generial direction and
condition,es tims would psrmit. Frem my observations for latitude I am able
to dcliﬁ-a e the trail and location of Gans and Orhir Cracks. -

. At Portage City thers is a block house bullt many years ago by Rus—
-8lans,and there is said to be a cut off from hers to Gans Creek uscd by the -
Indians. .

At the head of Gane Crcek, mile 450 thare is a summit 1780 feet in ale
‘¢itude,wvhich 1s very steep for the last thous“nd feet indistance or 4CO feet
of climb on the Big Cr=ek side,but as a trail would probably find a better
route into the Innko Distr 1V-,nrobably by Portage Ciity,this is not consid-
sred a detrimsnt tothe route.

At the Tocoina slcuch,we found about a dozen men, cabins and many caches.
This is where they land freight by poling boat up the Tocoina River to Mc-
Grath's.

At Moore City(Gans Creek) we found fine, well~tuilt cabdns,but all de-
certed for the new diggings at Crhir Crask,twelve miles away by trall., We
stayed here over nighi with U.S.Commissicner W.A.Viral,and I was given much
information atout the country and I include a copy of a sketch of the country
made by him, -

Next day we went to Ophir Creek(Gerde), the new diggings discovered a-
tout Feb.20th,19C8, whers we stayed over night and hers we found the people
81l excited over the new find.“All were putting up log cabins and getting
‘ready to mine,but the camp was completely out of provisiong and the few dog
teans were busy hauling flour and sugar .from McGreth's and provisions and
clothing from FKaltag and even from St¥ichael's. In fact we met cne outfit of
five Indian tsams rearing "Gerde” with provisions and clothing from St.Mich=~
cel.

‘ There seesm to bs arout 2C0 perscns 1n the whéle Innoko District and
probably as many more had lefi the country some few weeks to months befors
more on accecunt of a lack of provisions than anything else

The Innoko District is sald to very much resecbls the Dawson Country, -
physically at least,with its timber and rolling hills. As wewere cnly at the
two head-guarters cacps over nAgb., I of course had no orportunity to see any
of thelir workings, in fact 1little work hed cr could be done on acccunt of the
food snpply but ail were vnuhusias»ic and exrected a big rush uoon the op~
ering of ﬂavi:aticn.

Here 1 figursd on a cut-off across country directly to naltag,cstimatod
ty me to be sone luO ziles and sald to be 150 by tzall,but as out provisicns
and tize were ¢vuu*r5 snort I deciced test to follow Lhe beaten path which
goes in a ve round atout way via: D‘snaxet.

The disvancc from MeGrath's to Gane is said to be sixty fivc miles,founrnd
Yo be thirty-five, and from Gane to Kaltag 150 miles, found to be 109 milcs.
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T At McGrath's,46 miles away, damaged flour was selling for $12.00 per
‘hundred and sugar at forty cents per pound,with only iwo tons of flour and
1800 1bs suger and no other ccmmodity to be had.

At Yoore City,prices ranged as follows: flour $35.,00 per hundred,sugar
50¢ per lb,beans 50{ per 1b., dried frults 55¢ per ib. A1l canned goods at
$1.00 per can hovever, none of the latter were to be had and the limited food
supply was contained in individual outfits. The country is devpid of game,
although the indians occasionally get caribou scre miles away which sells

 for 60¢ per lb., winter freight rates to Gane and Ophir Creeks were as fol-
lows:

Prom Faltag 50¢ pér 1b to Gane 110 miles: to Bphir 99 milles
From McGrath's 15 & 18¢" to Gane 35 miles: to Ophir 46 "
From Anvix 40¢ per 1b. to Gane 130 " . to Ophir 119 "

Yukon River natives were being paid $50.00 and food,per round trip,St.Mich~
egel tc Inxko, with basket sled loads of say 400 lbs.,in caravans of sever-~
al dog teams,but they made slow time.

Leaving Cphir Creek the used trail con+inues very crooked and over rol-
1ing hills down the left 1limit of the Innoko,crossing many streams, the lar~ .
igest telng the Ditna and with prospectors cabins every few miles., ]

In forty miles we arrived at Dishakaket,an Indian Village on Shugaluk
Slough(to the Yukon) and are told that it 1is 86 miles to Raltag,but which I
find to be but 59 miles.

Here are some 100 or more natives and some dozem white people,with two
stores, a saloon and a rcadhouse. This was thought to bs the head of naviga=-
tion,but later boats have teen up the Innoko and Ditna to Eanes Ldg., =ald
to be forty miles from Gane Creek,and the Commission will probably later on
recelve a petition for a summer road or trall from Gane or Ophir Creek to this
landing.

The Innoko District is so isolated from direct or quick transportation,
»m account of the crookednesgss of the river and sloughs and their great length,
that 1t 1s diffcult to get supplies in during the navigaticn under present
conditions,and surely if the new diggings prove all that 1s expected of them,
there will be a demand for a road or trail from scme conveneient point,either
on the Kuskokwim or Yukon or head of navigation on the Innoko.

However the country 1s so erronecusly mapped,is so cut up by the crooked
‘rivers and 1s so rolling,that I am unable to dell-neate it except in a very
«crunde way. Mr., Vinal gave me a very crude,pencilled map of the country which
I will copy and include with this. Among those who could talk intelligently
.0f the couniry,none could or would try to map 1it.

From Dishakaket we follow the very crooked trall through rolling,szmmpy,
:gparsely timbered country to the Kaiyuh Slcough where thers is a roadhouse.
‘This place 1s scme three miles up the river and up the slough,and is said to
be 18 miles from Xaltag.This I found to be about 14,5 miles while the Alaska
map shows it to be by scale 24 miles.,

We arrived at Kaltag on Yarch 19th,where we had the coldest weather of
the entire irip,it being 43 degrees belov zero.Here we walted fcr telegrams,
rested the dogs and arranged to go with the mail carriers as the weather was
bad and trails obliterated.

Observations were %“aken on.Folaris at weste"n elongation about every 50

miles,as requested, and uhis data together with magnetic declination shows

Snow conditions:

From Seward to Qld Aﬂik Lhe snow was from thees to seven feet deep,and
sofe sdependirg largely on altitude.

Prom 0ld Znikx to New Rnik, 1-1 to 2 feet.
From New Xnik to Shisitna Statlon 2 to 4 feet.(Shisitna so srelled)



Snuw Conu*ﬁiuns (con%)
. From Shusitna to mouth Happy, 4 to 6 feet.
| From Happy(mouth) to suzmit Rainy Pass,6 to 8 feet,caused by the
.snow belng blown down into the valleys,and &t was usuvally hard.

From Rainy, Pass to mouth Dalzell River,8 feet,gradually dimin-
ishing to 2 feet and usually hard.

From mouth Rohn River to Xaltag about 2 to 3 fest ard soft.

Winter travel conditlonss

We found the travel condltions generally very bad with the ex-
iception of the stretch from 0ld to New ¥nik;20 miles; from mouth Pass Creek
to timber on the Dalzel,l2 miles, and from mou*h of Dalzell to 39 miles down
1the Ruskokwim,total 74 miles, and we had to snow shoe practically all the way
.to McGrath's,41€ miles,with these exceptions.

It would take infinitely more travel than 1s in sight at present to
‘break a fast or feasible trail over tne route, even were a trail cut through
‘the timber the entire distance,and unless the new Innoko Disirict shows up
well or some bilg sirike is maae along the route,it would be entirely im-
practicable to send Norme mail by this route,as roadhouses would have to be
{built and maintained and the entire route is enoiraly too far from the line
tof travel under present conditlcns.Eowever, many of the disappolinted onses
‘from the Innoko Distrlct came out thils way during the early winter and pos-
eibly 20 men travelled the route to Seward,but their trips were fraught with
hardships and lack of d£ood,game and civilization, and several men arrived
"% Shusitna Stcticn in bad condition after resorting to "Siwashing it" which
-~ 2ans they travelled without blankeis or tent for 24 to 35 days in the dead

£ winter.,

Of the Prospects,Number,Location and extent:

But 1little could be learned or seen and evidently the country is not at-
‘racting much atienticn owing to 1ts remoteness and inaccessibility.

: At Shusitna Statlion we met four men who had just come down the Shusitna
from the new diggings at Valdez Creek,for suppliies, and they spoke very fav-
~orably of the districi,but reported that there was no good cause for a stam-
pede as only cne2 really good claim was being worked,

Shusitna Station is the tildewater outfiiting point for ‘this largp area
as supplles are landed frow Cookx Inlet points in open season and cannot,7ith
Justification be hauled from Seward. The mining and prospecting 1s very aeagre
and probadly not more than 100 men raa, Shusitna Station the outfitting point.

’ At Kahiltna scmes six nmen are prospecting.at Laks Creek and five miles up
stream a lixe number. We saw probably 20 nmen,all told, frsighting their out=-

Tfits to Kahil tna,uafa Creek,Yentna,Canon Creek and otnar points, and three
di;ferenu partles composed of nine men bound for ove he range to the head=-
‘waters of the Xuskokwinm,but all were canmpirng,k illinb moose and waitlng for
gorz favg“able travel uonditions and had been camping in one place from 2

o weeks.

we saw but two fauilips cf Indians after leaving Shusitna Station and
they were at Nicholis and Nicholonmas.
1 Some prosracilng is bein& done up Big River and one party is "swamping"

‘& trail froo about lO niles east of McGraths up to his quartz prospects on
Big River.

At YXcGratas probablv a dozen nen rendezvous,but most all devote their
itime to trappins and hunting. This 1s a trading post and is headquarters of .
'the U.S.Comzissicner for this Districi, s ¥ R

At Tacotna clough guartz prospects were reported’ and probabiy 15 men -
;stay here,but nothinz of moment has been struck as yet.

{

i Many Cac »es and here =en a“o'" ¢ provisions and outfits by polin& tsal
‘from ¥cGraths,tsund far Sane Cres

At Gane Cre?k all‘had‘stanpeded a {ew dayc before for Ophir Creek, - 3pte




. ~ing the U.S.Commiassioner and his wife,and the many flne cabins along the

| ¢reek. were deserted,at least temporarily.

: Gane Creek had some 450 men on it during the last season,but about 250

quit the country from lack of provisions or favorable prospects,and the balw
ance went to Ophir Creak,

The coutput has been very small for the amount of work done, holes sunk
and money spent,but I could get no figures or estimates as to what has been
taken out. :

As Ophir Creek is yet in 1ts infancy,none can say what it will be,but
reports since I came through there are none too encouraging, and while some
40 men have recently left Nome for the new diggings,many of them have turnsd

| back I am told.
O0f the work decne 1n detail:
I will say that the route is entirely feasible from Rnik to Kaltag,but
- depending on the completion of the Alaska Central Railwag to or near 0ld Enik,
It is not feasible Lo traverse their bridges,tunnels nor along Turnagain Arm
- in the present state nor over Crow Creek Passg,but 1f they extend along Turp=-
agaln Arm and a route can be gotten over Indian Pass,or some other pass near
at hand,it 1s entirely Teasible to pul In & mail route over the rest of the
distance traveesed. - S : - T
From Seward well up to the Skwentma River the snow conditions are very

bad for travel,tihe snow belng wet,heavy and deep caused by proximity to tide
water, ' - S

Timber:

From 0ld Xnik to New Rnik the timber 1s largely birch of large size and
medium spruce with some cottonwood,

From llew Enik to Shusitina Station,it is tamarack,spruce and hemlock,

From Shusitna Sta. to Happy River is scattering birch,medium sized
spruce and hemlock and cotiton wood or willows,solid.

From nmouth of Hanpy River Xxxamrusex to timber line is spruce and hem-
lock wilth willows and cotton wood on the river bars.

From tlmber line donw Dalzell River to Rohn River is solid spruce of
mediun size,

From the mouth of Rcha River to Nichilis is solils spruce,but with cot=

.tonwoods and willows along the river banks and islands.

From Nicholls to McGraths is tamarack and patches ‘of birch and spruce,
and willows along the river, ‘ R

From Farewell Mountain to McGraths is 70 miles unknown,but is undoubt-
edly solid spruce and tamarack. : :

! 11 From McGrathes to Raltag 1s small spruce and tamarack(sattering) and
"willows. '

Pictures: ’
; I enclose 35 pictures taksn alorg the route which will show some of the
country and conditions. Yany picturss I would like to have taken were not

~gotten on account of lack of light,or stromy weather or light from wrong di=-
irsction and scxze did not tura out well,but thess will suffice.

; The table of distances I got up for Qy own convenience,but I attach it
-herswith as 1t may te of use.

! The table of data referring to the trip is comprehensive,I believe,
i '

i

i
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. Kaltag = Taalaklik Trall:
On the 22ng2 o March we parted company with Pulham and Jackson at Kal—

4ag and went along with the mail carrier and made to the 22nd mile cabln.

This part of the trail is qulie crooked and throuzh small timber and

-brush,sver relling hills and across many small creeks. As the weather was

mnowy and bad but 1ittle could be seen of the surrounding country,but the
¢rall should ke materially stralghtened and mere thoroughly cut through the
timber and brugh and ihe open places pormanently staksd, as any but the
mall carrier would have dirfficuliy in followingz the trail in bad weather.
On the 23rd we made 28 miles to 0ld Woman lountain Telegraph Staticn.

‘This also i1s over rolling hills,svarsely timbered country and ths trall

quite difficuli to follew.The open sirstches should be permanently stakend

‘and the trall siralghtened cut as tnere 1s much wind-owspt country.

On the 24th we mads 40 miles to Unalaxlilk and thls part sspecially nseds
attentlion. The telsgrarh 1line is close at hand and ceuld bte followed in coge

.of storm,but it is not practicable te follow 1t with lcaded sleds and many

[——

men have suffersed hardships and been lost in storms cn this porition of the
portage. As to what 1s nseded in the 1line of brldges and culveris,I was une-
ables to see as the trall was very good and coversd with deep snow at the
time we came over it,but there are many small cresks te cross and the open
stretches should be permanently staked 1n the fall of the ysar., On the Una=
lakllk River many short portages ars made acress bends of the river and to
one not acquainted with the trail much difficulty must be met in finding the
portages as thsy arse not markxed and are not visible in traveling down the
river, The mall carriers and thelir dcgs krnow the trall thoroughly,but not

go with the traveler,and to dollow tﬁe great bends of the river means much
loss of time with greater distance to %travel. The river is finally left at ™
the Reindeer Station scme gix miles from CUnalaklik and frem here the traill
goes across the open tundra.In stermy weather this 13 the worst stretch and
should be permanently staked. The open slougnhs er lagoons lying along ihe
foot hill are a constant source of trouble, and in coming in 4o Unalaklik
we spent some hours and had te go well to the west and teward Egowic and

' came out on to the Nome - Unalaklik trall about 4 milss wost of Unala&li&,
and got in well after darke.

The signal corps has a crew of natives out eon the telebraph line cut—

Ling two extra guy peles to go at each pole.’

- 30 miles of the 90 miles is threugh sparse timber or brusn,uha other &0~ milesfﬁ

The 1mprovement of this trail can best be done in %the fall of the vear
Just before the freseze-up,and the line should be picked cuit in tHe evsn geas=.
on in company with someone familiar with the route,prerferably ecns of tha
mall carrizrs or Harry Lawrencs,of Aichisidn & Lawrenoe,of Raltages

Tinber for bridges, cuﬁverbs and trail markers is at hand,and probably

being acress opsn wind swept tundra,or swampy ground,
There are no bad side hills at any place on the route,but several sisep

- pitches onto and off of the rivers,and these should be cui down and the place

of leaving the river plainly m3r<sd.
Overland Mail Trall, Nome - DJnalaklik,
Of the overland mail traill which was improved last geascn,]l will say:
That portion from Unalaklik to Nome has been well done and is well staked,
but parts of the staking is not follawed,as the old used trail,%hile very
creoked,has all the big hummocka and niﬂber heads worn down smooth so the.
mail carriers and natives foellow the old trail thouzh the - stakes are near

- gt hand on one side or the other,and could be” ;OLlOWBd in case of" stonm.

Prom Egowlc to 12 miles southeast of Skaktelik I did not follow or see
the trail as cul by us high up on the hills and over the cliffs,but I pndem
stand it is good for the use intended,i.e.when the Ocean Rauts cannot teo
travelled.¥ron Skaktslik to Benan:za, 18 miles, the trail has been well stakad

o ¥ T g B [—
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sth*s past winter,but it should bae permanently staked in summer time,as there
is about a mile of timber that should be cut through,and thus avoid some o=

. verflows.

: Brom Bonanza to Isaacs Pcint and along Norton Bay to some 8 miles west
. of Moses Point,and also across Golovin RBRay,the trail has been well staked
this geason and has cowe in in gocd stead asg I am told by mall carriers that
m every trip across Norton Bay,ihsy have had bilzzards this winter.
The work done last summer on the trall from Koyuxtallk to Walla VWalla
I did not pass over as the trail was good on the ocean,but with the improve=
ments made on it at walla Walla the past winter(and which I could see from

i & distance) it now answers ithe purpose for which intended,l.e. for use of

the mails and public at such times as it 13 impossible to travel cn the o=

. cean,and 1 do not csee how any improvement can be made to it without going
" very high up on thze ridges or back of Haystack Mountain and down Quik River,
-~ No amount of grading in its present location would Jelp ithe side hills as

the side cutiting would be blcwn full of snow and rendersed useless,so it re-

- mains for a survey of the route to determine Jjust what 1s best to do on these

parts of the Overleand Xaill Trall. Thers are veculiar conditions of topograe
ph¥,0cean and travel along this part of the route and it seems to me that
there must always be trouble and delays along this strstch,until a land trail
is8 cut back of Haystack Hountain.However, this gets away from the coast and
where I doubt if the trail would be trzevlled except when 1t was absolutsely
impossible to get along the coast as so much betier time can be made on the
oceane

The trail staking from Walla Walla over the hille to Golovin Bay is
splendid and cannot be improved upon.

The trail over the hills from Golovin Bay to Cherokuk,4 miles, and
over Topkok Hill,3 miles, should te psrmanently staked,and directly where
the trall now goes,the hummocks and nigger headS’WOrn down,with no view to
& perfectly straigzht trail however,

: Also from dluff to O'Brien’s Cabin 8 miles should be staked on top of
the hills,

Trusting this 1s in detail in keeping with'the~requ1rementa¢
Very respectfully,
Signed- W.L.Goodwin,
: Eng'r.in Chargs,
Sup't.Nome District,A.R.C.

Resumd tabulated data,winter reconnalssance,Seward to Nome
January 31lst to April 5th,1908.

Seward - Faltag Seward - Momee.

Days consuzed to XZaltag----- 49 Days consuxned to Nomg=---=86
" Days lost account weather 6 Days lost account weather }2

Days actual travel----=-- 43 Days asctual travel-----== 54

Miles travelede=-=mw-=-- --= 563 08 Miles traveled-=--—---===- 875 C8

Average miles per day---- 13 08 Average miles per day---- 16 20
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List of Pictures taksn en route,

Mile 41,Alaska Central Ry.,looking back toward Seward.Piles of rail
and flat car coversd with about 4 feet of snow,

Lakes and TamaracA swamps between New Enik and Shusitna Station.
Do.

Do.

Do,

¥iners cabins at the mouth of the Kahiltnae.

¥iners cabins at Laxke Creek.

Cottonwood and spruce groves along lower Skwentna River,

Spruce and birch hills along upper Skwentna.

Doe.

Do, ’

Looking up Skwentna from 10 miles belouw Happy River.Base of Y¥cKinley
Range in back~round.

At mouth of Portage Creek.: -

An abrupt turmm in Happy River.(See sketch on back)

Moose wounded and helpless in deep snow up Happy River,

Do.

Moosge, with Jac&son Pulham,Goodwin and Johnson,

¥ooge being cut up.

Doe.

Upper Happy River with Mt.Distin in background,

At mouth Xoose Cresk looking wast,

2 miles above mouth Moose Creek looking N.W.

Do,

On Ridge 3 miles above mouth Pass Cresek looging East,

Do.: :

Looking domn Pass Creek 4 miles eaat of Summit.

Do.
28-a Looking down Dalzell from Summiu Rainy Passge.
Looking at right angles and nortna from Summit,. ‘

Lunch on the EKuskokwim,lloking down stiream at mile 365
Richolis Indian Village(xeating house in center)

Do

Nic holi with 2 squaws,Jackosn,Johnson and Kinney.
NickOlomasg,oppogite moutn of Eig River.

U.S.Com'rs house and the jail at Moors City(Gane Creek)
Bvenings occupation in camp.(Party)



Revised Distance Table

i . Yaldez------- tom-m-- Fairbanks,.
Prom Valdez to Camp Comfort 16,1
A No.Tele§raph Station(Vacant) 13.0
YWortonan's R.H. & Tel.Sta. 19.3
Summit R.H.(Vacant) 26,6
Ptarmigan Drop R.H. 3443
Szina Tel.Sta. (Vacant) 3645
* Beaver Dan R.H. & Tel.Sta, 45.4
Telkhell R.H. 54,5
Teikhell Tel.Sta. 69.5
Tacoma R.H.{Vacant) 60.5
Ernestina R.H.(Vacant) 65,2
Glacler R.H.(Vacant) ‘ 74,6
Tonsina R.H. 82,7
Willow Crsek R.H. 95.0
Copper Center : 105.7
- Tazlina R.H. e T 1137
.. Simpson's R.H. e 115.9
.-..i ...Dry Creek R.H. - S . 124,.8
. " Gulkana R.E. & P.O. o T 131.9
Poplar Grove R.H. ' 143.5
Sour Dough R.H. 153.5
0ld Home R.H. 168,56
Meir's R.H. 179.5
Paxon's R.H,. 195.3
U.S.Signal Corps R2ief Cabin 205.9
Yost's R.H.(¥cCallum Tel.Sta.) - 215.,5
Casey's Cache (destroyed) 225.5
¥iller's R.H. 227.5
Raplds R.H. ' 240,7
Donnelly's Tel.Sta. 26&.5
Donnelly's R.H. 253.1
Beale's Cachse - 270.5
McCarthy’s R.EH. 289,1
Shaw Creek R.H. 301.3
Cyclone R.H, 307,0
Richardson - 310.2
Lake Road Houce o220 -
Overland R.H. 330, 7
Nunson's Road House . 340,0
Clark's R.H.{(Vacant) 3413
Salche Tel,Sta. 347 « 4
Pile Driver R.H. 351.8
Twenty ¥ile R.H. 361.0
Johnson's R.E. 364,.0
FAIRBANKS 37945

(Willow Creek to Chitina) 39,3



Roevisad Distance Table

Seward«---- tommee-= Iditarcd,

Prom Seward to Eern Creek

Glacier Creek Road House
Crow Creek Mining Co.

" Raven Crsesek Road House

Eagle River R.H.

0ld Enik R.H.

New Knik(Settlement)
Little Susitna R.H.
Susitina (Settlement)
Alexander Creek R,.H.
Lake View R.H.

Skwentna R.H.

Half Way R.H.

¥outh Happy River R. H.
Road House

Road Houss

- Pass Creek R.Hodvrdinse~
Swmit R.Pass(R.H.) = @
Rainy Pass R.H.

Rohn River R.H.

Farewsll ¥t.R.H.

Peluk Creek R.H.

Sulllvan Cresek R.H.

Bear Creek R.H.

Salmon Creek R.H.

Big River (Ber“y 8) R.H.
Crooked Cresk R.EH.
Northern Com.Co, Trading Sta.
Kuskokwinm Com.Co. Station
Tacotna Setilement '
Big Creek R.H.

Half Way R.H.

Lincoln Crsek R.H.

Moore Creek R.H.

Ruby Road House

Bonanza Creek R.H.
Jditarod (Settlement)

““254 , Tl
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