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i . . .*. -: - -* r - -*... 4. - . . I hLva - the  h o n o r  'to report, d f  &a ainter Reconnnioeancs,Scxard to .. . . 

Roma, j&t 'coc?ple tcd,  undar ;irit%rc a d  v e r b a l  instructions of Captain P i l l s - . '  . . . . . 
' burg,dated J a n u a r y  4th, 1808, as f o l l o w s : ' . *  . ._ . " z- .;./..; ! . . .  

I 

' ' After hs7ri,?g t ~ o  bask& s l e d 8  and 18 s s t s  dog harr,er;s made and asscm- 
bling provisions arid c a p  outfit at Scattls,I s a i l e d  acccnpanied by Ross J, 
Kinnog and t:^.r=e dogs purzhased at S e a t t l e ,  on S . S .  8 o r t h ~ i e s t e r n  on Jan. 16th 
and reached Scxaru on  Jm.25th. 

A t  Seward n.j spent  l i v e  cays in arranging oquipment,"tyring o u t m  dogs 
and repbeking t h e  o u t f i t  rzsap f o r  t h a  t r i p , a n d  the party compoaed of mgself, 
Geo.E.Pulha,;ll, R. J.Xixmey ma Frank Jackson l e f t  Scward on Jan 31st. 1 

I . - 
1- . - , - . . _ -  . . 8 - -  .. . ,  ; - .  .. . . - . . .  i . . ~ o u t e :  :- :--- - .  - . - . -  . - . : .  , 

J I 
* _ - . . . . - - me-*routt travarssd,briefly descr ibed  nas as fo l lows:  ' - 1  
- .I . -.,-me Alaska Centrsl Railvial? aas f o l l o w a d  to its end st M i l s  54,thenca a .  ' 

via Turnagain km,Giac i e r  Crtek,Cror?.  C r s a k  Pass, Esg le  Rivar , across  country 
to Old Eni:i,across F a i k  to Sew Fnik,across countxqg  to Sus i t ca  Station, 
up t h e  Sasitna t h r e e  ~ i i e s , - a p  t h e  Yentna,Sive;nth.a and Hcppg Rivers,Pass Creek 
t o  Rainy Pass,down the  9alzall,?okm and Kuskoh:i:im Rivers to near tho Tonzona, 
across country t o  t h e  iiiocth of the Tacptna at McGrathgs,up the Tacotna and 
across country t o  t X c  Tacotna S l o ~ . ~ z h , o v a r  r o l l i n g  hills t o  Gans Creek,dosm 
Gano and n e r o s s  corntry to E ? A i r  ~ ~ e s k ( t n e  Innoko d i s t r i c t )  across countrg 
t o  Diohakaket and t h e n c e  across  coun t ry  t o  tho Xaiyuk Slough to t h e  Yukon, 
snd than r;~, t h e  Yakon to Ba.l tag,  by the Overland Xail Trail v i z  Unalak- 
~ i k  to Eons. 

1 append a brief table of distances f o r  comparison w i t h 4 t h c  Valdez-Fair- 
-banks route ar,d it xi11 ba seen +,'lat the route as i r avc r sa r ' .  to the I m o k o  

, Distrfct is 465 miles ~ k o r t e s  %ha1 the  Fairbanks route  and _,a Xone is 343 
# miles shorter  than the p r l s e c t  used route. A l s o -  t h e s i  d i s t t i nces  may bc de- 

creased some 52 n i l e s  as w i l l  be shorn on map and in more a a t a i l  i n  this re- 
pcrt,oaing to certain cut-of f s than can poesiblg. be'  made. 

* 

4 

Comparative table of distances to Nome.. 
'Valdez -Noma RouLe Saaard-Zianc ~ d u t a  

I 

V a 1 d . a ~  to FalrSanks 354 Eiles Seward to Susitna Station 180 Xilea 
Fairb-zr So Gibbon 275 a Susitna Sta. t o  Selny P n s s  118 " 
Gibbon to Eal tag 277 ' Rainy ?3ss to !JcCrnthla 120 * 
Xaltag to Caalzklik 90 McGratfr's to Sane Cr5ek 35 " 
Unalaklkk to 3033 222 " Ganc Creak ts Xaltag 110 

I 

, Kaltag to Nomc 312 * 
+ Totals , * 
1 

m- 
' Valdez to G m a  Crsak 929 I Scwroard to Ganc Creek 464 " 
i - -. -. - Difference 465 miles. 

As I have cover  Seen over the  Valdaz-Fairbacks  Trail in 7 i i n t a r , ( b u t  r n a  over 
{ t h e  s w a r  t r a i l  in iS04,Taldez t o  C l c s r  Creek  near Uppar Tanma Croseinq) 
I am cnabla to d e s c r i b a  the r o u t e  by coz~ari~on.but Rainy Pass,whila soine 
75 f e a t  h l @ e r  a L t i t . d e  tLan Thompson Fna8,has 110 mila water erado t o  

.t t o  gain an altitude el 3'175 feat nr?d a daooont on t h a  " h o t  e i d a  1735 feat 
9 m i k e s  down to the n;outh of  Dalzall Iilvar.. Other  than thia the route, f a  

3 
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;r%m much like t h o  Copper River Route and would  be in timber practically all 
tha-mig,uith t h o  ~ x c a ~ i i o n  of 12 m i l e s  o v a r  Rainy Pase..~owover a g r s a t  dea l  
of s o r k  n u s t  be done onethe route to nnks it practicable for winter mail s e r  
7ice a0 it would ba la-practicable to f o l l o n  t h e  broad open River flcod ' 
$lain* and valleyn ao &an dona by this axpedition,on account of overflows 
and open water which would rcndar t h e  trai1,inpra~ti~able except at tho seas- 
cn ol ' the  w i n t e r  when this expedition cane through.  

Briefly the route is entirely practicable,depending l a r g e l y  upon the 
completion and operation of the Alaska C a n t r a l  Iiailxay,the opening up of' t h e  
Susitna,Ycntna and Kuskok;7lm and Innoko Districts ,and by comparison vith the 
Fairbanks rou te  as 1 maers tand it,there are no rea l  obstacles to overcome, 
with t h e  exception of C r o w  Creek  Pass and possibly this part o f t h c  route 
can bc o v e r c c m  by going  via Imiian Pass o r  even the e n t i r e  distance around 
the dlorcs of T T m a g a i n  -4m and 31ik A m  to Cook Inlat, 

Rainy Pass i s  so easy o f  ascent tha t  there  is no question in mj mind of - 
its PaasiSility. Eere I night say ne rere in timber the e n t i r s  way t o  Kaltag 
except for 7 ~ i l = s  approaching and 5 nllas leaving Raing Pass. 

~ i m b e r  l i n ~  was found t o  be at a2titcda 2250 f e e t  on each side of t h e  
pass bnt much brz- and willows extended r i g h t  up t o  t h o  sumnit. 
. To nore' n inu t e lg  d e s c r i b ~  tho r ~ u t -  folloxed: ' Tc had son= difficulty 
i n g e t t i n g  our heavy loads over the  rzany narrow b r i d g e s  on the Alsska C e n t r a l  
Ra i lway  as t h e y  xere  covered vithfron 4 to 7 f e e t  of soft,heavy snow =d a 
narrow trail had S e m  kep t  broken th rough  tns c e n t e r  of the brrdges  down to 
the ties.The snow, on account of tikt x idth  betxeen t h e  ties had btcn s t z z l p d  
thr0ugh by the - a i l  carrier and occasional t r a v e l e r s  and the accu-~1a : i sg  snoa 
had become nushr~omcd ov9r and b u i l t  u~ parpendicular palls 4 t o  7 ft, h+@ 
until it l g p ~ s d  o v e r  o r  hays outsbegond-thd ends or' t h e  t i e s  f r o m  1 to 3 ft. 

We could n o t  keep  t p  the n a r r o w  trail in t h e  center as it nas n e a r l y  or 
completely covcrza  over on tap,so no had t o  r e s o r t  t o  going on top of t h e  
snow to one side and out over  tine ends of t he  tics in many ins tar ,c$s ,but  f o r t -  
unately the ren:her Eas cold enow9 to congeal the snow and keep it f ram snm- 
'ing,alse we could not nave hauled t k e  h e m  loads ovar t b e  brldzes. This con- 
dition w i l l  r e su l t  t a ch  winter u n t i l  t h e  bridgas are fully t f c d  or tht road 
.opcrated,as t h e  space betneen the ties xill not allow the snow to pack s o l i d .  
Also t h e s e  br idges  cannot w a l l  ?m avplded. .. . 

I Through t h e  half  dozed tunnels we found the mouth of then a lmos t  CCZ-' 

? l a t e l y  blocka6ad nit:? snow s l i d e s  and va had to shovel our zag into acd o u t  
of thcm,bodily l i f t  the  heav i l y  loaded s l e d s  over t h e  s l i d e s  into then a,zd 
"sn-abn down i n t o  t hen .  7iith no snow t h r o u g h  t h o  severe; t m e l s  it xould be 
impracticable t o  h a u l  heavy loads t h r o - q h  t:?en,but I could not w 9 i l  sea how , 

they cnn be avoided as + h e  River  beneath is t o o  rough and open ts bc t r s v c r -  
sed and this is in a bad snow slide c o w t r y .  Xuch-ice h u g  f r o n  t k e  roofs of 
the t = a l s  l i k =  s t a l ~ c t i t = s  and with t k e  heavy rails,rocks and occasional 
ice on t k e  f l c c r  zads tmcharous  t r a v e l i n s  in t h e  d a r h c s s .  

Between t x o  of t h e  tymt ls  w e  follnd z?d ur,Zinishcd bridsz,so as i zg ro -  
v i s e d  a f l o o r  on xhich to c r o 6 8  and betxccn t7o o t h e r  t - m n a l s  f o r  some 5 C O  
f e e t  we had to c u t  a trail a l o n g  t h e  sh-ar(<!ee-) countalnside,tl?rol~h  la- 
ciercd i c e  and zcoa and xovg t h e  8 l c d s  and loads by hand. 

I we l o f t  t h e  t r a c k  at nlia 54 a d  aade dosm tk- c ~ l n  f l o o d  plain of G k -  

cier Rive r  to T-~~rxa~:ain  h r ~  at mile 61.?rcs nilc 63 t3 75 a5 fsur,d xuch d i f -  - - - - - . - - 
f i c d t y  f r o n  t3e extr-zely h15k tides ,row:? h7=ockp floe ice arid ~;nccz$.at-  

! sd madbed. A t  ails 65 t o  67 t h e  railray coz?any bas a t r - s t l e  sczs t n o , s j l e s  - -  - 

10% and out sone 2CC to 500 l e e t  f r c n  t h e  c l i f f s  and shore t;  avoid s l ac i+ r s  ' and snow s l i i l e s , and  eve= xhtn  t.ht modbed is c o z p l e t e d  and b o l z ~ c ~  o c e r a t e d  I 
doubt ' L o  a b i l i t y  to handle s l e d s  slow hera,but at t h \ * - l i ~ i t ~ d  ti;a at kacd 

I t o  axanine condltiona I waa unable to f o ~  .an opinion dPtha solution, as t h e  
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Liga we. ta r  and rout> i c e  muet al-nays be dan3erous or not traversabla.At aile 
39 no had to l eave  s l e d s  and loado  out on t h e  ice one nief i t  nr.d from mila 67 
to  74  it was succeseion of c l l nb ing  over the  hills and a l o n s  the tide lands 
rlong t h e  clsared right of nag and but slov time could be made. "3 

Up G l a c i e r  C r t c k  f r o m  m i l e  75 to 85 we had no d i f iP l cu l t7  as a s l e d  road 
-aa being opera ted  to Girdwood at m i l e  82,but over Crow Creek P e w  it mould 
3 out of the qucotion to handle None nail with er, ascent of 45 d a g r s t e  f o r  
;ha last 15CO f e e t  and t o  an altitude of 3550 feet m d  then dovm nea r ly  as 
tterap some p laces  to 3aven Creek and on d o m  to E a g k  River 9 n i l z s  baloa. 
i 

An al t srnat ivc  route snould be examined from the zouth of  G l a c i s r  Creek 
md coh t inu i rg  a long  t h e  right-of-way of t h e  railway to Ind ian  Pass xhera  it 
.s said a good g r ~ a ~  and Pass can  be g o t t e n  acd a l l  the  xay in tizb=r. This 
is some 20 miles  v e s t  o f  C r o w  Cr-ek ?sss,but we d i d  not  g o  t ha t  vay on account 
,I no tral1,lack of tize and uscertainty o f  ge t ' i ng  through. 

The location of the Alaska  Central ~ a i l x a ~  ihowever f o l l o ; ~ s  around the en- 
.ire nor th  shore o f  Turnasaia A m  and t h e  Sast  Shore o f  Knik )=,ad ~ h s a  t h i a  
'oad s h a l l  hava been conpleted;~ould,very l i k g l y  be the rou te  if t h e  nail for 
Ioma ever  goes via t he  Kuskok~im~but t h e r e  vould alxags be trouble and d m g e r  
:ram snow slidcs,and t he  roadwag and c u t s  be b l o m  f u l l  of snox and nuah rough - .  -.- . - - .-- pd  sidling t r a i l  r, ~ s u l t .  # - .  -- - ,..*- -.. .- .. . . . -- . .,. ... , . . . . - .  . _ -  _ _ . _ -  .- 

Also song difficulty was encountered ali the way d o n  Iiavcn Creek and Ea- 
;Is River and a c r o s s  to 018 mi','L: on account of no trail and very d j g p , ~ o f t  snow 
nd open craeksi?ros 5 a ~ l z  River we ca%ht on t o  an Alaska Central  Fly., ceck 
.rail across l a k e s  and h i l l s  t p  Xnik A m  and arrived at Old 11111; at 9 PX'lcc;; 
. f t e r  Ca~k...?ron here to l j e w  K-qik xe had no difficulty as t he  snow was no- but 
'bout a foot deep and the Indians had a t r a i l .  

A t  Nea Knik,Xr.PuL?az, in charge of t ~ ~ ~ p o r t a t I o n , d e c i 8 e d  t o  leave  cna 
lf tho basket s leds  and all the double harness, as he deen2d t 3 e  country t o o  
lrnoked and snow t o o  dcap and s o f t  to pull t h e  xidc s l e d s  t h r o q ! , a r . d  31th 605s 
arnessed t v o  abreast, so a day  %as spont  in making l o n g  tugged h x n e s s , s r  
-aging f o u r  Yukon S l c d s , b ~ i , ? g  provisions and ranodeling t k e  o u t f i t .  12 ET 
. ~ n d  it was a mistake t o  discard the s l eds  azd double harness as y e  had sl- 
eady passed over  a l l  ths worst of t h e  trail and. xa ra  now jus t  wkers ve could 
se t h e  r i g  to advantzgz and f a i r  t i n e  had been zadc up to here  xith xo acci- 
ent or breakags and fron i n f o m a t i o n  I' kad been able to get as to c o n d i + , i o n ~  
haad,ae vere now b e g i m i n g  to g e t  into fair going and the  e n t i r s  t r i p  could 
avc  beer^ xade as successfully or t o  mora advantage with t h e  ori~inal outfit, 
ut no so h e a v i l y  loaded  and with two Yukon Sleds(tandcn) extra,to r e l i e v e  the t 
~ c c s s i v e  l o a d s  on the basket  s l eds .  

Fron Nev Xnlk to Susitna Station ve passed through rollinq hills and Tan-  
rack s w a p s  an3 a r r i v e d  at the S t a t i o n  on ?3b.l5th. 

Here a th ree-q ia r te r  blood C r s e  Indian was h i r e d  to go t h r o w  a6 f a r  as 
cfJrath8s azd then r c t ~ x ,  .ne t o c k  on flour,sugar,bacon and o t h e r  su??lies 
s had been arranged f o r  prcviously,and the  n a l  t r i p  began as t h i s  was o u r  
a s t  base of s u p p l i j s .  

Fron hare ,  I began the rsconnolssance "pacing" t h e  distjsce clear t h r ~ q h  
o Knltzg.  This was acne by counting'fours' as is dona by the Scologlcal SuA- 
sy ,in deter , ln i r .~( ru*zgh l .y )  distances and C C ~ S ~ S ~ S  o f  coucting only one foot 
Dr four tizea and c a l l i z ; ~  it 0;E. I occasionally measva.rad tker su3 o f  these 8 
taps  cr: snow shoes or n l t h o u t ,  as t h e  c a s e  nay be, and t h a n  uslag the  ~'zlti- 
le in d c t e r z i f 3 i n ~  t h s  distance t rave led .  
1 Also latitude observations n e r e  t a k e n  a3 w i l l  be seen on map and the nag- 
btic v a r l a t i c n  deterzined,but t h a s e  could 23% alaags be gotten at or near 3 
he f i f t y  o i l e  s t a t l o r .  owins to the s t o n y  or hazy neather .  By c l o s e l y  ~ a t c h -  
pg the U.S.G.S. iiaconnoissance Enp of Xount Uc?inlag regicn,lS04: S p u r r  =d 
a a t 8 a  explora t ion  of f 9 C S  1698: and Liaut.  erro on's axp10,-ation in 1699, I was 
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, abi.9 ' t o  ostimate and check t h e i r  distancas,topographg and delineation clear - 
t h r o w  to F n r t . a a l l  Yountain on ths h'uokok?rim,but will say f rom t h e r e  to ~ a l -  - 
'tag t h o  naps are antiraly in e r r o r  and it muld  be iapossibla to map the - 
& c o u n t r y  cxcapt  by =ore extended s u r r e y s  than it was possible f o r  icc to make 
on such an axpadition, 

Fron Sositca Statibn we of course f o l l o x e d  up the broad flood plane o r  
the rivzrg,tski~g angles aith prisaatic coropnss and going f r o m  p o i n t  to point 
of t h e  r i v a r  brcds,and I found tho zaps to be very accurate in the main,but . 
of such small s c a l e  t h a t  c a r t a i r ,  szall canons,islande, sloughs and topogra- 

by,do n o t  shov,and o f  t h e s e  I w i l l  tsll l a t e r .  
I 
I In my op in ion  it would be iapracticable to follow the b r o a d  open f l o o d  
plain all x i n t c r  on a c c o u n t  of ovcr f lcws ,  and the opening of  a trail by this 
route virtual17 m a n s  t h e  c u t t i n g  of five hundred and f i f t y - t h r e e  r c i l e s , no re  
or less,of t r a i l  through t h e  t h b e r  and brush, ~d c e r t a i n  nzcessary cross-  
ings of the rivers. @ A t  i n t a n T a l s  all up t h e  Yentna and Sdentna wc passed th rough sloughs or 
up th3  r e in  r i v e r  as t h e  case  nzy be,and had very deep  soft snow t o  contend 
with and had to snow shoe all the  way. • 

A cut off r o u t e  f rom Susitna S t a t i o n  about north  f o r t y - f i v e  d e g r e e s  west, 
add a r r i v i n g  at the Slraentne. at abo* the mouLk of the Talushal i tna  R i v e r ,  
ishould be explo t ted .  This is said to ba trzve$led by Indians but I could get 

- - - : - - ..> . . - .  - .  no information on it. . - 
Upon a r r i v i n ~  at the couth of the Hap?$ River  in a s t r o n g  wind,on the 

af te rnoon of Feb.26th,a h a l t  aas nadc,but from the topography  of t h e  country, 
(we were o n  Lh s o u t h  side of t h e  s h e n t n a )  it did c o t  seen t h a t  t h o  Happy, 
whth s o  large a d r a i n z s e  area,could c o s c  cut of the rcountains thrown s o  szal l  
a canon,so x h i l e  the r i v e r  xas m t i c i p a t e d  at the exact  d i s t a n c a  traveled,I 
concluded f r o m  t h e  topography of +,la hills t h a t  it mast corze in two miles or 

\ more above, s o  =e soon carped fou r  xiles above the Eappy,and with tho lo- hills 
on t h e  right leading oc to believe that xe must c c c e  to it at any turn. On 
t h e  next mor~i~~,?eb.Z7th, after traveling th ree  miles we a r r i v e d  at t h a  mouth 
of Por tage  Creek(1 had seena ~ i c b u z z  of  this p12ce in one of the Geological 
r e p o r t s )  so we turned back t h e  seven miles and entered Eappy River,having lost 

: a days t ravel .  
Here wc blazed t ~ e e s  and put np a sign g i v i n g  name of %lie river,party and 

s distances back to the nouth of SLventne and'Yentne, t o  Susitna Station and 
Sexzrd. In f a c t ,  on the e n t i r e  t r i p ,  at o u r  c a m p i ~ g  p laces  I blazed t r z e s  

: giving date,distances,etc. w 

I In t h e  Happy Eiver ae found much open water and ve ry  deep s o f t  snow which 
had been b l o m  d o m  into the vallt$,but fair timz xas ~ a d e  each day. 

This is a very narrow r i v e r  Dttxeen s t e s p  S X D ~ ~ Z ~  side-tiils f rom 
taaus above , a l r o s t  a canon for 16 xiles ,where it broadens o u t  mc;swhat 
282,but alxays go i cg  up on r a t h e r  stiff gzzdes. A trail t k r o ~ h  here  must lie 
through the c r z e k  botton cut tin^ ac ro s s  t h e  Eany sizall bend8 covered with 
spruce and cottonnood. It is a veritable pared i se  f o r  zooso and on the 2 B A t  

+ of Februar7,~hilc sooe d i s t ance  ahead o f  t h e  p a r t y  I k i l l e d  a bi~,bull noose. 
For the sxcccss of t k e  t r i ~  7ie fietired on a moose or p l e n t y  of ptamigan .  

Prom this tise on ne a e n  h g a v i l y  l o a d e d  as the noose dr-ssed p r o b a b l y  650 
lbs, and but f o r  it ae i n s t  have beer, on s h o r t  r a t i c ~ s  tornrd t:?= end of trip. 

~ l s o  xe saw t h r e 3  different outfits o r  p r o s p e c t o r s  c a c p c h l o n g  t k e  Fiap- 
! py and nho had t x o  to four coose each h a n ~ i n g  up. Z e . s a w ,  honeve r ,  but about 
r 80 p t a m i g a n  on t h e  entire trip and o n l y  had four.of then,  t k e s e  nere a l l  n e a r  
' t imber l i n e .  

On up t h e  Eappy I saw t h e  c o ~ ~ t r p  as mapped and by c l o s e l y  folloning the 
;maps we went o v e r  t h e  s w i t  of  3air,y Pass  ~n bIarcfi the second at noon,a F a r -  
j f e c t l y  c l e a r , c a h  d a y ,  a d  dropped d o m  Dal5el l .  ' i n t o  t h e  timber. 
f Eorever,-zhen one arrived at t i ~ b e r  l i n e  on Pass Creek,there might be 
a question as  to the  p r o p e r  r o u t e  ahead as t h a  Ptarmigan V a l l e y  r o u t e  l o o k s  



the-mrich nors l i k e l y  pass th rpw the  rnountains,rrhile the Pass Crcek r o u t e  
t u r n s  I n t o  a hi@ mountain and around t o w a r d  t h e  n o r t h  i n  such a way t h a t  
from a distance it seccs  t o  t e r n i n a t e  t o o  soon,but by verg  c l o s e l y  m t c h i n g  
the map one can rsadily, decide. 

We want up the l o n g  smooth r i d g a  betreen Pass Creek and the main Fiappy, 
3s the creak  bottos raa filled ~ i t h  v e r y  deep s o f t  snoa anong t h e  brush,and 
this rids@ would be the i d e a l  l o c a t i o n  f o r  a trai1,but nxst be p a m a n e n t l y  
s takadrn fact t h e  tvc lvc  m i l e e  be t reen  t i m b e r  must be s taken shen a nintar 
trail is cstablishcd. 

i Dom t h e  haad mters of the O a l z a l l  I saw hov one could  easily g e t  l o s t  
(at l east  temporarily) if coming up stream, as t h e  canons a r3  so deceptive 
and the  c o w t r y  so biig. mila here I xi11 sag tha t  3ainy Pass is s o  easy of  
ascent  and descent  and i s  s o  near on a d i r e c t  l i n e  of  t h e  rou te  t h a t  I d i d  
not s t o p  to e x m i n e  any o f  t h e  o t h e r  passes i.e. Sinpson Pass scme t e n  mi les  
northeast,ar.d P ta rz lgan  Valley some 20 miles southwest,as either of the  o t l a r  
mutes nould be auch l c ~ g e r  and not to be ~ o n s i d e r s d , ~ l e s s  s c c e  serious ob- 
s t r u c t i o n s  should be found before  r s a c h i n g  the K1~skok:vin. 

However the re  is a very  bad s t r e t c h  o f  c o u n t r y  from mile 302 t o  306 d o m  
the  Dalzell,wh3rs t:?e c r e e k  i s  nar roa  and conf ined  i n  a succession o f  deep 

! narrow canons ,g lac ie r s  and land-sl ides and t h e  c r e e k  has a very  r a p i d  descent 
at places. T ~ ~ s , ~ o w P v ~ ~ , -  can be overcome by l a y i n g  a trzil w e l l  up on t he  ne- 
sas t o  t h e  north,ovcrlcoki~~ t h s  cr-ek e r d  t h r o 7 s h  t h e  ti-3-r but ~ u c h  s t ~ d g  
will be requi red  to p i c k  out the best route for s e v e r a l  miles of t h i s  creek.  
Other than this the  I ) a l z e l l  is easy. 

Arr iv ing  at Rohn River ue find a broad f l o o d  p l a i n  o f  f r o m  1500 to 2800 
f ee t  w ide  and this must be a long  large river.$oan ,strzaa it a b r i ~ p t l y  t u rn s  
several bl-zffs a n ~ r r o m ' t h e  opsn c o m t r y  a t  I t s  mouth it was d i f f i c u l t  its 
exact conflaence with t h ~  ~uskokwi$/to d c t e m l n a .  

Here on Yzrch 3 r d  ae net t x o  men names P o x e l l  and Xanar bound for Seward 
f o r  medical t r e a t m e n t  f o r  Pccell's thu=lb,so ae gave then acticcptic(anti) 
tablets sad t hey  nera verg  glad to see us,as i t  meant they xould  have o w  trail 
t o  f o l l o w  c l e a r  Sack t o  Susitna Sta t ion .  They had left i>!cGratkrs o n  Teb.2lnt 

.and had unfort-an-atelg fo l l owed  a t r a g p e r ' s  t rail  and o n l y  came out on t k e  Kus- 
Bokmim oh Farewell  Yountain,having be=n p r a ~ t i * t i i l l y  lost f o r  1 2  dags, thou@ 
one of tham had bscn o u t  to S e x a r d  before. 

On Rohn River  we ran  o n t o  glare i c e  .xhich cont inued  f o r  forty n inc .mi l e s  
' or down to about t he  mouth of t h e  Dilinger River. Cver this s t r e t c h  I had t o  
g abandon the, "pac ingu  f o r  the t i n e  b e i ~ s ,  as the a l e d s  ran so f a s t  b o f o r a  t h e  
uind.3ithout cr '=Jpers  it was inpossible to even stand up on t h e  i c e  ivith a six 
mile an hour wind d o m  strean,so we all rode and I tinsd and estizated tha d i s -  
tance.  IncZeed this was a c ian~erous  p a r t  of  th= t r i p  a s  t h e  i c e  nas so snoot5 . 
and the xind so strong Lhat the s l ed8  ware brgadsiae on or a h a d  o f  the  c o g s  

' much of the tize 2nd the many snags st-ickidrj' through the i c e  cnxsed us .inany. 
' t i p  overs" but no ser ious  accident.  ol;. breakage.  A t  night we. i3provised brskcr, . for t h e  s l e d s  and c r e t ? a r s  f o r  ourse l res  and next  day ioadc great t i n e  until 
,we ran of f  t k e  g l a r e  ico i n t o  snow and ove r f l ows .  

{ From ? a r w ? l l  Zoun t a in  t h e  Kuskokwlm is, g e n e r a l l y  spcaklng,propcrly nap- 
p e d  as  f a r  as +Ar Tonzona,but while I took  compass cour se s  and paced the d i g -  
I f ances  f rcn point tc ? o i n t ,  t h e  r i v e r  f l o o d  ?lain i s  so broad  and full of so 
" many islands ans slou@s t k a t  It would be f a l l a c y  f o r  z a  t o  t r g  to zap and 

p la t  t h e  colintry f r o o  suck n o t e s  end xndar. sxcn conditions as I could g e t  thtc 
? in mushing a l o n g  on sncv shoes at n k o u t  12 zilas a day. . . 

Several r i v e 7 3  were, seen to e n t e r  from t h e  s o u t ? l x e s t , b u t  $hich a r e ' + $  on 
! the maps,snd ne d i d  not see t h e  L) i l inser  E i v e r  at all. Tc cou ld  n o t  f i n d  U a  
Tonzona R i v e r  but f o m d  Chicf E i c h e l i  and two xon5c at t h a  p o i n t  n h e r s  t h o  

'Tonzona should enter,but c o d d  cot zake him u n a a r o t a n d , a l t h o u ; 3 ~  he was ra ther  - 
an intalllgent catin. Te g o t  h i z  to pilot u3 ac ros s  the  l s w , s 7 ~ m p y  t a a r a c k  

i and r a a r k a d  c o u t r y , 2 0  nilas to Nicholonas,on t h e  i(uskokw1m o p p o s i t e  the 
mouth of !3i~ Rivsr and h e r e  I g o t  infornation f ron a na? n m e d  ;Yilson 88 



t o ' t i l a  r e s t  of tho distance to ~ c ~ r a t h ' s  at t h e  I ~ o u * , ~  of the Tocotna. A t  lLt+& 
' .  Nicholosas th2 E i g  R i v e r  e n t e r s  fms the south, and is, as i t o  nnnc Infers, a 

big river,nearly a s  l a r g e  as t h  Ruskok~in.Thi~ r i v e r  has  natives up its sev- 
e ra l  branckes and I roc$~hly d c l i n a a t a  it on the nap. It I s  said to cmannta 
sono d i s t m ~ e  south ol" Ferewcll Yountain i n  lakes end slouqhe.  From Xichol- 
onaa ae tra-  el led ovsr the trail jus t  t r ave r sed  by 3llson on snow shocc,and 
rero p a r t  of the tlze on t n e  r i v $ r ,  t n ~ o ~ . ~ z n  sloughs,lakcs, t m a m c k  and spruce 
oKampe azd it ?a8 inpossible to carry a conpass line,but ahon o u t  in th3 open - 

we ware at a l l  tic28 ~ o i n g  d i r e c t l y  away f rom ~ t . ~ ~ i l i n l e y  and d i r e c t l y  tow- 
ard Eount ~acotna(not on any map). 

I A f t e r  a day at XcCrath's we l e f t  ~ o h n s o n (  the Cree ~ n d i m )  who was sick 
with pleurisy, e n d  t o o k  ths sled trail from Kaltag by spay of Gane and Ophir 
Creeks. E e r ~  13 t ? , ~  cost crooked,up and down h i l1 , ro lmd abou t  trail ons cou ld  
imagine, so crooked  t he t  a co-,?ass line coidd c o t  ba carried through the scrub 
t i a b e r  and brush,so I confisc5 myself t o  neasurins its l t z g t h  and taking such 
btarings to E O - a t a i x s  axd ge&cs, and such notes as t o  g = c c r 6 1  direction and 
condition,rs tir;: nou la  p - . r , i t .  Fm- s g  obse rva t ions  f o r  latitude I am able 
t o  dclinsate tl.,2 trail azd l o c a t i o n  o f  Cana and O~hir C r m k s ,  . At.Portage Citr t h e m  i s  a block house b u i l t  c m y  years ago by Rus- 
.ainr.s,and t he re  is said to be a c u t  o f f  f r o m  here  to G&?J Creek used by tho - -  . - - * . . - 
i Indians. 

A t  t h o  head o f  Gane Creek,  mile 450,t 'nzre is a s u m i t  1780 feet in al- 
fitudc,xhich is v t r y  s t e a p  f o r  the l a s t  thousand f e e t  indistanca or 4 C 0  feat 
of climb on t h e  3ig C r x k  sid0,but as a trail vould  p r o b a b l y  f i f id  a better 
route into tho IF-~ko District,probably by P o r t a s c  Citp,this is n o t  consid- 
ar+d a cie+,riaent to t'he r o c t z .  

A t  the T o c o t n a  s l c a , n c  f o ~ ~ d  abou t  a dozen ncn, cabins a d  many caches. 
This is xhere t h e y  l and  fr=lght by poling boat up t h e  Tocotna  River  to Mc- 
Grath' s. 

A t  Moore ~ i t r ( ~ - n n z  c r e e k )  ne founc? fine, w a l l - b u i l t  cabbns,but all da- 
eer ted for t h e  ner i ! i ~ g i n f s  at C;hir Crlsk,taelve m i l s s  away by t r a i l .  Rc 
jtayed here ove r  n i ~ h ;  zith U,S.Somissicntr  %.A.Vi~al,and I was given much 
in foma t i ca  a k o z t  tth count ry  and I inc lude  a copy of a ske tch  of tho c o u n t r y  
made by hi3, 

Next day ae went to O p h l r  ~ r l e k ( ~ e r d e ) ,  the  new d igg ings  discover2d a- 
bout reh.20th9190e, vhcrs we s taged o v e r  tight and her3 me found the peop le  
all excited ovsr t h e  new f iod.kLAll xere putting up log cab ins  and getting 
'mad? t o  nlne,but t h e  c a p  ?as cocpletelg out of provisions and the f s w  dog 
#terns nere busy h a ~ l i ~ s  f l o r  arid s q a r  ,f r o x  EcGrcl th '  s and provisions and 
c lo th in ;  f rcn  Xzltas azd even f r s z  St 'd ichae l ' s .  In fact xe m e t  cne o u t f i t  of 
f i v e  Indiar. t z m s  r . e a r i r , ~  "Gerde" sith provisi~na and c l o t h i r . ~  from St.Uich- 
&el. 

There see= to bz aboat 2CO parscns  i n  t h e  whble Innoko D i s t r i c t  and 
probabl? as many zore  had L e f t  the  c o m + r y  sooe f e n  aceks t o  ~ o n t h s  hafors 
more on accour.t of a l a c k  of grovisions thm anythin; e l s e .  

The I r n o k o  3istrict is said  to ver-2 z u c h  rsstcbl3 ti..? Cawson C o u t q ,  
physically 3% least,vith I t s  tisber and rollifis hills. Xa wexers c n l p  at the 
two  head-qvarters c a q s  over ni~ht, I oLP C O W S O  had no o c p o r t u i t y  to see  any 
of t h e i r  x o r k i n s s ,  in f a c t  l i t t l e  work hed cr cou ld  be d0r.e on acccunt of  the 
food supply  bi;t a i l  *.ere enth~siastic and e x ~ e c t e d  a b i g  rush upoh the op- 
enin% of navlgaticn. 

Here I f i & * . z e d  on a ctit-off a c r o s s  c o u n t r y  d i r z c t l y  to Kaltaz,cstlrcstad 
by :ye to be sone 100 riles and said t o  be 150 by t e ta i l ,  b.;t as out ~ ~ o v l s i o n a  
and tise s e r e  ~ e t t i ~ g  s h o r t  I d e c i d e d  Les t  to follon t h e  ~ c a t e * . ~ a i h , n h i ~ ~  
goes in a v e r y  r o u d  about aoy . v i n . . ~ i ~ h . a ~ t ,  - 

The distance f ~ 3 =  Y ~ C r a t 2 ' ~  to GU.~'  is said to be ,aixtg-flve miles , fow,d  
\o be t h i r t y - f l v c ,  and frocl  Gane to Knltag 150 n i l c s ,  found t o  be 109 niles. 



X A t  XcGrathl o,?6 mi leo  away, damaged f l o u r  was s e l l i n g  f o r  $12.00 p a r  
hundred and 8uSar at f o r t y  c e n t s  p e r  pound ,7iith only two t o n s  of  f l o u r  and 
1800 ibs 8U&al. and no o t h e r  ccnmodlt7 t o  ba had. 

At goore  ~ i t ~ , ~ r i c ' e s  ranged as f o l l o ~ s :  flour $35.00 per  hundred, sugar 
50$ per lb,beans 50# p e r  lb., d r i e d  fruits 55d p e r  ib. All canned goods at 
$1.00 p e r  can.Iioaever, none of the  l a t t e r  werk t o  be had and the l i z i i t ed  f o o d  
supply xas con t a ined  in individual o u t f i t n .  The country is devpid  of  game, 
altho@h t h e  i n d i a n s  occasionnlly get caribou scae  miles away mhich s e l l 8  
;for 60# per lb. Siiintsr ereight ra tes  t o  Gane and Ophir Creeks vere as  f o l -  
' lows: 

From E a l t a g  50{ p e r  lb to Gane 110 niles: t o  B p h i r  99 milea 
From X c ~ r a t h '  s 15 & 18{" to Gene 35 miles: to Ophir 46 " 
From btnvik 40{ p e r  ib. t o G a n e 1 3 0  * .  to O p h i r  119 " 

Yukon River  r.atiues wsre beir.5 pa id  $50.00 and food,per round trip,St.Mich-1 
e e l  t c  Irxcko, ~ i t n  basket  s l e d  l o a d s  of sag 400 l b s .  , i n  caravans o f  sever- 
al dog tearrs ,but  the; rcade slow tine. 

Leaving C p h i r  C r ~ e k  the used trail conticues v e r y  crooked and o v e r  rol- 
ling hills d o m  the lef5 l i n i t  o f  the Innoko,crossing many streams, the l a p  

; g e s t  being the Ditnn and with prospectors cabins every few miles. 
In  fo r ty  miles w e  a r r ived a t  Dishakaket,an Indian  V i l l a ~ e  on Shagsluk 

Slou$(to the ' r 'aon)  and are t o l d  that i t  i s  86 m i l ~ s  to Kaltag,but ahich I 
find to be but 59 miles, 

Here a r e  sooe 100 o r  more n a t i v e s  and some dozem white p e o p l e p i t h  tno 
stores, a saloon and a roadhouse. This was t h o t q h t  t o  be t h e  head of  naviga- 
t.ion,but later b o a t s  have O e m  up the Innoko  and Ditna t o  Eanes Ldg., x i i d  
to be f o r t y  miles f r o m  Gane Creek,and t h e  C o m i s s i o n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  l a t e r  on 
r ece ive  a petition f o r  a s w e r  road or t r a i l  fron Gane or Ophir Creek to this 
landing. 

The Innoko District is so isolated from d i r e c t  or quick  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  
,n account o f  the crookedness  o f  the river and s l o a ~ h s  and t h e i r  g r e a t  length, 
that  it is d i f f c u l t  t o  g e t  supplies in dur ing  t h o  navigaticn under present 
conditions,and surely if t h e  new d i g g i n g s  prove all t h a t  is expected of  them, 
there  ri l l  be e dezand f o r  a road  o r  t r a i l  from some conveneient point,either 
on the Kuskokwh or Yukon o r  head o f  navigat ion  on the Innoko. 

Horever the c o m t r g  i s  s o  erroneously rzapped,is ao cut up by the crooked 
?rivers and is so rolling,Lbat I an nnable to deli-neate it except  i n  a very  
,crnde way. Xr. ~ i n a l ' ~ _ a t - e  me a v e r y  crcd:de,pencilled map of the c o u n t r y  vhich 
I ril l  copy and inc lude  rith this. h o n g  those who could talk intelligently 
.of the countr~,none could o r  would t , ~  to map it. 

From Dishakaket ve f o l l o w  the v e r y  crooked t r a i  1 t h r o u g h  rolling, smmpy , 
,sparsely t i c b e r e d  count ry  to t h e  iiaiym Slough -ahere there is a r o a d h o u s e .  
T h i s  p l ace  is scce t h r e e  siles up +the r i v e r  and up the slough,and is said to 
be 18 rciles f run  X'altat;.This I found to be about  14.5 miles while the Alaska 
map shows it t o  be by scale 24 miles. 

Te arrived at X a l t a g  on Yarch 19th,qhere we had the coldest weather of 
the  entire tr19,it being 4 3  degrees  b e l o s  zero.Here ae waited f c r  t e l e g r a m s ,  
rested t h e  doss and ar r~7 , -ed  t o  go x i t h  the nail carriers a s  t h e  weather was 
.bad and t r a i l s  o b l i t e r a t e d .  

Obsemations *ere taken on ~ o l a r i s ~  a-te;&e.stern elongation about every 50 
,mile%as requested, and data together.xith magnetic declination shovs 
on ~ a p .  . . . . *  

Snow conditions: 
I From Semrd to Old Xnik the snow was from thaee to seven f e e t  deep,and 
, so fb ,deper .d1~5  l a r g e l y  on a l t l t u i e .  .. 

Prom Old Elnik to New L~iic,  1-4 to 2 f e e t .  
From 2:er iinik to Shis i tna  Station 2 to 4 f e e t .    hisi it no 0 0  s ~ e l l e d )  

I 



. S ~ O W  Condi%i~ns:(~ont) 
Fro= Shueitna to mouth tlappy, 4 to 6 feet. 

I Zrom ~a?py(mouth) to omzit Rainy Pnss,G to 8 feot,caused by the 
.snow being b l o m  down into t h e  v a l l e g s , a c d  it vas u s u a l l y  hard.  

From Rainy, Pass to mouth Da l ze l l  River,8 feet,graduallg dimin- 
iching to 2 f e e t  and u s u a l l y  hard. 

Fmn mouth Rohn River to Kaltag about 2 to 3 feet and s o f t .  

Rlnter  t r a v e l  conditions; 
we found the travel conditions generally very  bad with the ex- 

iception of t h e  stretch f rom Old t o  Nex ? a i k ; 2 0  n i l e s ;  f ron  mouth Pass C ~ e k  
t o  timber on m e  Dalzel,l2 miles, and froa nouth of  9a lze l . l  t o  39 clles d o m  
,the i ; u s k o k x i z , t o t z l  74 n i l e s ,  and we had to snox shoe practically all t h e  xay 
.to ~ c ~ m t h ' s , 4 l G  ~ i l e s , - ~ i t h  t k e s e  excepticcs. 

It mould t ake  i n f i f i i t e l g  a o r e  t r s v e l  t h a  is in sight at present to 
break a fast or feasible trail o v e r  the r o u t e ,  even xere  a trail cut thr*ough 
the timber entire distance,and. unless the n e s  Innoko District shows up 
well  o r  sone b i g  strike is naae  along the route,it would be entirely 13- 
practicable to send Nong xzail by t h i s  route,as roadhouses would havo t o  be 

i built ana zaintained and the entire route is entirely too f a r  fron the line 
!of travel u d s r  present cocditions.Eoxever, zany of the disappointed ones 
fron the Innoko C i s t r i c t  c a s e  out this xay d u r i n ~  the early winter and pos-  
c i b l y  20 nen t r a v e l l e d  the rou ta  t o  Sec.ard,Sut  their t r i p s  were f r a w t  ivith 
hardships and l a ck  o f  Cood,gure and civilizatiop, and s e v e r a l  nen a r r i v e d  
- t S.!!usLtr.a Ttcticn in bad condition after m s o r t i r g  to " S i ~ a s h i n g  i tn  which 
:3ans they t r a v ~ , l l e d .  without blankets or tent f o r  24 to 35 days in the dead 
.f winter. 

Of ,Prcspects,Nunber ,Location and extent: 
But l i t t l e  could be l e a r ~ e d  or seen and evidently the q o u n t r g  is n o t  a+ 

tracting nuch attantion off ing t o  its remoteness and inaccessibility. 
A t  Shusit~a Station xe net four Zen ivha had j u s t  corse dorm the. Shusitna 

rrom the new d igg ings  at Valdez Creek,,Por su?plias, m d  t h e y  spoke v e r y  fav-  
orably of  t h e  aistrict,but r s p o r t a d  that there nas no good cause  f a r  a st=- 
. p d e  as o n l y  one real17 good c l a i m  was being aorked.  

Shusitns Station is the  tidewater ontlitting point for ' t h i s  l a r g e  area 
* as supplias are  landed f r o s  Cook I n i e t  73ints in open sezson and cannat, ;nit?,  

justification k haaled from Sexard. Tke n i n i n g  and prospecting is v e r y  Geagre 
and probably no t  more than 103 n e n  ~ a k ~  Shusi tna Station the outfitting p o i n t .  

t At Hahiltna sona S ~ X  .-,en a re  p r o s p c t i n ~ . a t  Lake Creek and f i v e  m i l a s  up 
stream a like m a b ~ r .  Ze saw p r o b a b l y  20 aen,all t o i d ,  freighting tkzip out- 
' i t 3  to i (&lil tn2,L&c9 Cr9ek,Ysntr.a3C3non Crsek  and o t h g r  p o i n t s ,  and th ree  
d i f f e r e n t  g a r t i e s  composed of nine =en b o l ~ ~ d  ,'sr over  tile ranze to the h2ad- 
l a t ~ r s  of the ~ u s k o k K b , b ~ t  a l l  F-re canpic5,killing moose and waiting f o r  
more favorable  t r a v e l  conditions,and had been carping in one place f rom 2 
t o  4 weeks. 

?;e sav b ~ t  t;ro f ~ i l l e s  o f  IrCians a f t e r  l e a v i n ~  Shusitna Station and 
they were at I ' i isholls  an2 :iic,k,oior;?as. 

4 - Some pr3s:ectins is be ing  done up 3113 X v e r  an2 one party is " s w a p i n f  
a t ra i l  f r o e  a S ~ u t  10 n i l e s  e a s t  of ?!cSraths up ts his q u a r t z  p r o s p e c t s  o n  

: E3ig 3 i v e r .  
A t  i:crirtitbs ?robably a dozen nen rendezvaus,tigt zost all devote their 

i time to t r m p i n ;  ar.d hxntin;;.  This is a t racii~;;  p o s t  and is headquarters  o f  . . 
9; ,: ' the C.S.Co=issicner f o r  t h i s  D i s t r i c t .  . . _ . .  .. . :39.:,. . :., 

i . . ' . ( r  A t  Tacotna c l o z ~ h  quartz p r o s ? e c t s  were r e p o r t e d '  and p'robab~7 '15: ngn . - -  
!stay here,Sut n o t h i n g  of nonent has been s t r ~ c k  as ye t .  

1 Uany Caches s?d h e r e  Zen brov&;it provisions and o u t f i t s  by.polin,; %:a5 - 
from XcGraths,b::md f a r  Sane Creek.  

A t  Gane l,r.;?k all had s t a p - d c d  a few days 5 s f ~ r e  for Ophi r  Crqek,  . :#39t-- 



-in2 t h e  U.S.Comiasioner and his vrire,and tho many fine cabins along t he  
I oreok were deserted,at l e a o t  t e z m o r a r i l v .  

Cane Creek had sone 450 men-on it &in& the last sennon,but about 250 
q u i t  t he  country  f r o =  l a c k  of provisione or favorable prospects,and the bal- 
=ce xent t o  O p h i r  Creak ,  

The cou tpu t  has been vPry small for t he  m o u n t  of work done, h o l e s  sunk 
and money spent,but I could g e t  no f i g u r e s  o r  estimates as t o  what has been 
taken out. 

Aa Ophir  Creek is g e t  in i t s  infancy,none can oay what it w i l l  be,but 
reports  slnco I c u e  through t h e r s  are  none t o o  encouraging, and x h i l e  sone 
40 men have r e c e n t l y  left None for the new diggings,;nany of them have t w e d  
back I am t o l d .  

Of the  work dcce in d e t a i l :  
I sill s a y  tha t  the route  is entirely feasible f r o m  Knik to Kaltag,but 

depen8ing on the coapletion of t h e  Alaska Central 3 a i l m y  to or near  O l d  a i k ,  
It is n o t  f eas ib le  to t r avg r s s  t h e i r  b r i d g e s , t - i e l s  nor along Turnagain A r m  
in the present  s t a t e  nor o v e r  C r o w  Creek Pnss,but if they extend along T m -  
again Am and a rox te  can be g o t t e n  ovPr  I n d i m  Pasc,or sone  o t h e r  pass  near 
a t  hand,it is e n t i r e l y  feasible t o  put in a mil  route over the rest of the 
distance travaesed. . - 

I Fron Seward w e l l  up to the S h e n t a a  R ive r  t h e  snow conditions are  very ' bad for trave1,the snow being net,neavy and deep caused by proximity t o  t i d e  
water. 

From Old KniB  
mediu-n sprxce 71th 

From ;?ex iinik 
Prom Shusitfia 

spruce and healock 
Prom noutn of 

lock nith nilloas a 
Prom t h b e r  li 

medium size. 

to new Knik the t imber  i s  large1 
some cottonwood. 
to Shusi tna Station,it is tanara 
Sta. t o  Eappy 8 i ~ e r  i s  s c a t t e r i n  
and cotton wood or s i l l o ~ s ~ s o l i d  
Zappy Biver  2srcz1;xx~x t o  t i m b e r  
n d  cotton m o d  on t h e  r i v e r  bars 
ne donw Dalze l l  i l iver  to Rohn Ri 

birch o 

: , spruce 
b i r c h  ,z 

ine  is 

' l a r g e  s i z e  and 

and hemlock. 
dim s i zed  

pruce and hem- 

id spruce of 

F m n  the nouth o f  Iick.3 3 ive r  t o  I l i c h i l i s  i s  solis spruce ,but with c o t -  
*tonwoods and xillows along t h e  r i v e r  banks and islands. 

From Nichol i s  to EcCra ths  is tamarack and patches 'of b i r c h  and spruce, 
and w i l l o w s  along t he  river. 

From Farewel l  Llountaia t o  LrcGratha is 70 miles unknom,but is undoubt- 
edly s o l i d  s p r ~ c e  a i d  tanarack.  

t From UcGrathos to Kaltag is small spruce and tamarack( s a t t e r l n g )  and o~i l lows .  
Picturss: 

I enclose 35 pictures taksn alo1:g the route which xi11 shorn some of the 
country and conditions. l'any p l c t z r s s  I would like to have taken were not 
gotten on a c c o m t  o f  l a c k  o f  light,or strcmg ?reather or Light f rom wrong di -  
r s c t i o n  and scze did not trull out nell,but t k e s e  xi11 sufzice. 

The t a b l e  of distances I g o t  up for ay own convenience,but I attach it 
herewith a s  it izay be of use. 

i The table of data r s f e r r i n g  to the t r i p  i s  comprehenslve,I believe.  
I 

i 

i.? , w , , ' _ 'I* - ..., - . . 



I (10) 

Kaltag - !bn l&l ik  T r a i l :  
On t h e  22n% o Llarch we m r t e d  oonpang with Pulhaa and Jackson at X a l -  

fag and went along w i t h  me mail c a r r i e r  and made to t09 22nd milo cabin. 
n j . 8  p a r t  o f  the trail in quite crooked and through m a l l  tirber and 

b m h , o v e r  ~alling h i l l n  and o c r o o n  nnny o=nll creekn. As the m a t h e r  was 
?now and bsd hul, l i t t l p  could M saen of t h e  surroumiine co*antrg ,but  t h o  

should to n a t o r i a l l y  o t r a imtened  and nors tharollfihly c7dt + A r o ~ g h  .Lto 
tlmbep and b~:ah a d  %ha open p laces  pomanen t lg  s takod,  as any but t h o  
mail carrier xould have dirficultg in foll~niog tho t r a i l  in bad peather.  

On the  2Jrd wo zado 28 niles to O l d  Yman SIountain Telo5rap 'n  Statlcn. 
This also is over  rollins hill3,nparsely tizb5red c o w t r y  acd ths t r a i l  
q u i t e  di f f i cu l t ;  to follonr.The open at,mtcheo should ba pernanentlg s t a k e d  
and t h e  trail s t r a i@tened  o u t  as thers l a  m c h  xixd-mapt  countrg. 

On t h e  24 th  xe aade 40 niles to Uaalcrklik and this part s s p o c i a l l y  nseds 
attention. The t e l e g r a p h  l i n e  is clam at hand and could be folloaod i n  ccse 

o f  s t a y , b u t  it is n o t  p r ac t i c ab l e  to follox it u;i'bh loaded s l e d s  and a m y  
men have s u l f e r ~ d  harddnipn a d  been l a s t  i n  s t o n s  on Chi8 portion of tho 
portage. As to what is needec! in t he  lins of b r i d g e s  and culvor- t s , I  was un- 
.sSls to see as the trail xas very  good and coversd w i b t h  deep man at t h e  
tine are c m e  over it,but t h s r e  are many small c reeks  te croes  and the open 

' ~trstches should he persanentlg s t aked  in L.?e f a l l  of t h e  year. On t h e  Zca- 
laklik River  zany s h o r t  p o r t a g e s  are nade a c r o s s  bend8 of the r i v e r  2nd to , 

one not acq-aaintod s i t h  t r a i l  much d i f f i c n l t y  must bs mst in l1ndfn.g 
por tages  as Ciey are  not marked and are not v i s i b l e  in t r a v e l i n g  d o m  t&e ' 

r iver.  The nail c a r r i e r s  and t h e i r  dogs kcon the trail thorous$i,;?ly,but not 
so w i t h  t h e  t r w c l e r , a n d  t o  G o l l ~ v  the  grea t  bends of t h e  r i v e r  m a n s  much 

.% l o s s  of t i r e  n i t h  g ~ a t e r  d l ~ t a n c e  to t n v e l .  The r i v e r  is finzlly l e f t  nt 
t h e  Reindeer Stz t l on  soce six niles f r o m  3n=rlak191c ard f r a z i h e m  t ' ne  t,xl'l, 
goes ac ros s  t h e  open tmdra.In stormy weather t h i s  is t h e  aorst s t r e t c h  =d 
should be p e m a n o n t l y  stakod. The open sloq,im a r  l a ~ a o n s  lgirAz s l o n s  *&a 
foot hill a m  a constant source of t ra i lb le ,  =d in  coning In to U ~ a i a k l i k  
we spent sone h o u r s  and had ta go w e l l  t o  +&a a e a t  and tsh-an3 Esoalc nnd 
came out on t o  - t he  I?er;e - Vnalaklik trail about 4 nila~ a e a t  of GnalaXlik, 
'and got in well  a l t e r  dark. 

+ Tho s i g n a l  c a r p s  has a crew of natives out on t h e  telegraph l i n e  cut- 
ting two e x t r a  gcy poles to go at each pole. 

The i m p ~ v e n e n t  of this t r a i l  c a n  best be done in the f a l l  sf Lbe gear 
, just b e f o r s  the  f r e e z e - q , m d  the  l i n e  nho-ald be picked  out i n  L l a  opsn ~ e m a - .  
33 in company ni',i someooe faniliar with the r ~ u t e , p r * e f e r a h l g  oaa of Lba:' 
mail carri-rs or Sarrg Laslmnce ,of Atchio5n & Lawrence ,of Saltng.. 

T i n b e r  f o r  brid;ea,cnl-ierts and trail ~ inrkers  is at handyand probably,  :I';,*, 

30 miles of t h e  90 niles I s  Lhroy@ sparse tinber or bmsh,',le o t h e r  G O q l i l u s  ' 
being acres8 open aind swept t m d r a , o r  svlmpg g r o u d .  

There are no bad side hills at any place an m e  route,but seve ra l  s t e e p  
pitches onto and of:" of t h e  rivers,and these  *should be c u t  d o m  and t h a  place 
ef  leaving the r i v e r  p l a i n l y  m r k s d .  

1 Overland Hail T r a i l ,  ??one - TJnalnXlik. 
O r  the overlacd =a i l  trail m i c h  xas ixproved last season,I rill say: 

i That p o r t i o n  i n n  Onalaklik to Xcne has been % e l l  done and is v e l l  staked, 
' but part8 of t h e  s t a k i n g  is not foll?ued,ao t h e  o l d  used trki1,ahile v e n  

? creohed,hss a l l  t h o  big t i m o c k 8  and n i g s e r  heads w o r n  down snooth,so tSe.  , 

mail c a r r i e r s  and natlvss f o l l o w  Lye old t r a & l , t ~ o q 5  the s t u e e  ars  n e a r  
at hand on ono s i d e  or the other ,ars l  could be? bilored in case of sto=. 

i Prom Zgoric to 12 x i l e e  sou theas t  of Skaktollk 1 did not f a l l o w  or sea 
: tho trail a s  c u t  by US h i s %  up on t h e  hi119 and over t h e  c l i l f k , b ' u t  I -<OF - i stand it is good f o r  'the w e  intended,i.e.when t h e  Ocean iioute cannot be 
travellederron Sknktalik to Bonnnza,l8 miles, tbe t r a i l  has been well staked 

1 



I - 
, t.h2e paot wintor,bd, It 'should be permanently staked in summer t ime ,ae there 
16 about a mile of timber tha t  should be cut  throu&h,and thuo avoid some, @- 

, verf lone .  
Bmzl Bonanza to Ieaaca Point and along no r ton  Bag to some 8 milee n e s t  

of Moses point,nnd 0130 across Oolovin Eay,the trail hnn beon well staked 
this soason and hne co&e in in gocd s t m d  as I nn t o l d  by nail c a r r i e r s  t h n t  
an every trip acronn Xorton 3ny,they have had b i l z z a r d o  this winter. 

Tho work done laat s m e r  on t h e  t r a i l  f r o m  Koyuktalik to 71olla Tnl la  
I did n o t  pas8 ovor as t h e  trail was good on the ocean,but zit21 t h o  improve- 
asnto made on it at aalla X n l l a  the p a o t  wlnter(and xhich I c o u l d  see f r o m  

! a distance) it n o n  ansners t h e  puznpose for which lntended,i.e. for u s e  of 
the mailo and public at such t i=ies  a8 it is impossible to t r a v e l  on t h e  o- 
cean,and I do n o t  see hon any i ~ p r o v e n e n t  c a n  be made t o  it without going 
very high up on t h e  ridges or back of H a p t a c k  Uounta in  and down (2ui.k River. 
Ho amount of gp-dicg in its present  l o c a t i o n  aould Qelp the  side h i l l o  an 
t h e  s ide cu t t i%  zould be b l c m  f u l l  of scorn and r ende red  usoloss,so it re- 
=ins f o r  a survey of the route t o  de te rn ine  j u s t  m h n t  is b e a t  to do on these  
parts of the 07er lmd K a i l  T r a i l .  There a re  peculiar conditiono of topogrs -  
ph$,Ocean and t r a v e l  a l o q  this part of the r o u t e  and it oeems to ne t h n t  

1 t here  must a lnags  be t r o u b l e  and d e l a y s  a long  this stretoh,uctil a land trail 
1 $8 cut back of Hagstack Mountain.Iiovover, this g e t s  anag f r o m  the coas t  and 

where I doubt  iI t h e  t r a i l  would be t r z w l l e d  except %hen it sas absolutely 
impossible to g a t  along the c o a s t  a8 so xuch b e t t e r  t i n e  can be made on the 
ocean. 

The trail staking f ron  Talla 71alla o v e r  the hille to Golovin Bay ie 
eplendid and carmot bs inproved upon. 

The trail ove r  h i l l s  fron Golovin Bag t o  Cherokuk,4 roiles, and 
over Topkok 3111,3 nilss, should be p a ~ 7 m e n t l y  stakad,and d i r e c t l y  whom 
the  trail now goanytho h m o c k n  and n igger  h a a d r w o r n  down,nith no view to 
a perf ectI.7 straight traf 1 however. - 

Also Prom 31;ff to 0'Brien9s Cabin,8 nilea Bhould be staked on t o p  of 
t h e  hi 118. 

. . .  .. - 

Trusting this is in detail in keeplng zith t h e  requiremanta.  
V e r y  r e s p e c t f u l l y ,  

$ Signed- W.L.Goodnin, 

E R ~ '  r. Fn Charge, 
Sup1t.~ome Distriot,A.R.C. 

t 
I 

Reaumb tabulated data,rinter reconnaissance,Seward to Rome 
Jpnuary 318% to A p r i l  5th,1908. 

i Seaard - Saltag 
Days consazsd to 3altaq---9-49 

, '  Day8 l o s t  a c c o u t  weather 6 
Daye actzlal tmvel------- 43 

i U l o s  traveled----------- 563 08 
- Average nilee p e r  day---- 13 09 

Seward - Xome, 
Days c o n o u e d  t o  Bone---0-66 
Days l o s t  account weather 12 
Days ac tua l  travel------- 54 
M i l e a  traveled----------- 875 08 
Average niles p e r  day---- 16 20 



Lint of Picture8 taken en route. 
e 

Mile 41,Alaska Central Ry.,looking back toward Sevard.Pilee of r a i l  
and f l a t  car coversd a l t h  about 4 feet of snow. 
Lakes and Taoamck swamps between Xea i;nik and Shusitna Stat ion.  
Do. - 4  

Do* 
Do. 
!diners cabins at t h e  mouth of the Kahiltna. 
Niners cabins at Lalie Creek. 
Cottonwood and spruce grove8 along l owe r  Sinentna River. 
Spruce and birch hills along upper Shentna.  
Do. 
Do. 
Looking up Sben tna  f r o m  10 miles belam Happy River .Bee of McKinley 
Range in backgromd. 
A t  mouth of Por t age  Creek. 
An absppt turn in Happy T. ive r . (~ee  ske tch  on beck)  
Xoose a o u d e d  and hel2less in deep snob up Happy Biver. - .  
DO. 
Xoose , w i t h  Jackson ,Pulhan,Goodwin and Johnson. 
Moose being cut up. 
Do. 
Upper Happy River  xiLI Xt.Distin in background. 
A t  mouth Xoose Creek looking nss t .  
2 miles above mouth Moose Creek looking  N.V. 
Do. 
On Ridge 3 mile8 above mouth Pass Creek looking  Eaat. 
DO*' '$> ,' . . 
Looking doxn Pass Creek 4 nilee ea8t  of .~mt. 
Do. 
29-1 Looking down Dolze l l  f ron S u m i t  Zainy Pass. 
Looking at right q l e a  and north  r r o m  S u i t .  
Lunch on t h e  Euskoknin,llokinq donn streem at mile 365 
Hichol3.8 Indian ~illage(~eeting house in center) 
Do. 
Nio holi with 2 aquaws,Jackosn,Johnsdn and Ximeg. 
??ickOlonas,oppo~ita nouw of Big 3ivor. 
U.S.Com' rs house acd the jail at Yoore ~ i t y ( ~ a n e  Creek)  
Evenings occupation in canp.(?arty) 



. Revised Distance Table 
i 

~alde~lllllllt~lllll Fairbanks, 

Fmn Valdez to Camp C o n t o r t  1& 1 
No.Tele-raph ~tation(~ncant) ? 13.0 
Wortam 8 R.B. & Tel.Sta. 19.3 
Summit R. H. (vacant)  26e6 

. Ptarmigan Drop R.H. 34.3 
S a h a  T o l .  S t a .  (vacant) 36.5 

t ' Beaver D m  R.B. & Te1,Sta. 45.4 
T e l k h e l l  R.S. 54.5 

$ T e i b e l l  Tel, Sta. 59.5 
Tacoma R. 3. (vacant ) 60.5 
E r n e a t i n o  ~ . ~ ~ . ( ~ a c a n t )  65,2 
Glacier ii.9. (vacant) 74.6 
Tonsina R.H. 82.7 
Willon Creek ROE. 9 5 e O  
Capper Center  

*.. - - a  

105 e 7 '  

i 
Tazlina R.H. ' . . . . 113.7 - . , 

. Simpson's R.R. - a .  

. - 115.9 . 

.- .... :' . D r y  Creek R.9. - 124.8 . 6 

. .  . - Gulkana R.9, & f.0. " 131.9 
Poplar Grove 9.2. 
SOW DO- B.H. 
018 Homo R.R. 
Meirla R.H. . 
P8xon08 R.H. 
U. S. Signal  Corps Raief Cabin 
yost's R.H. ( ' d c ~ a l l u   el. %a. ) 
Paceg' 8 Cacho (deht royed)  
Millerr s R.9. 
Rapids R o H e  
Donnellgl 8 Tel. S t a ,  
Donnelly' s R. H. 
Beale' 8 Cache 
LIcCartbya s R. B. 
Shaw Creek R.3. 
Cyclone R.H. 
Richardson 
Lake Road House 
Overland R.H. 
Munaon's 3oad House 
Clark's 3.9. (Vacant)  
Salche Te1,Sta. 
Pile D r i v e r  3.H. 
Twenty Kile 2.H. 
Johnson's 8.E. 
FAIREANB 

(~illoa Creek to Chitina) 39,3 



Revised Distance Tablo  
Seward----- to------1ditarod. 

t o  Kern Creek 
Glac ie r  Freok Road House 
Crow Creek Xinine Co. 
Raven Croek Road House 
Eagle River  R.R. 
Old & i k  R.Ho 
Bes Knik(~ottlenent) 
Little Suoitna R.H. 
Suoitna ( ~ e t t l e n - n t )  
Alexander Cmek R.9. 
Lake V i e w  R.H. 
Sknentna R. B. 
Balf Tag R.H. 

Mouth Rappy Biver R.H. 
Road House 
Road House 
Pass Creek R. 
Stturnit R.Pass 
Rainy Pass R.B. 
Rohn River  R.B. 
Farewell Mt. B. H. 
Pel& Creek 2.5. 
Sullivan Creek 3.Y. 
Bear Creek 3.5. 
Sahon  Creels R.9. 
Big R i v e r  (~erry's) R.H. 
Crooked Crsek R.2, 
Northern Corn. Co. Trading  S t a .  
Ku8kolrxim Corn. Co. Station 
Tacotna Se t t l e n e n t  
Big Creek R.9. 
B a l f  Tag R.E. 
Lincoln Creek 3.H. 
Moore Creek R.B. 
Ruby Road Rouse 
Bonanza Crsek R.9. 
Iditasod (Settlenent) 
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