























































































































A.D. to 1920, fires occurred at 5 to 50
year intervals. For some, the interval
was as short as 10 years; for others, it
was as long as 200 to 300 vyears.
Heinselman noted that, “The animal
component of these forest ecosystems
was adapted to a fire ecology. Some of
the most abundant herbivores — deer,
moose, elk, snowshoe hare, and beaver
— are best adapted to recent burns and
the early successional stages of the
forest — not climax forests.”

In more recent research, Heinsel-
man (1973) noted: “Fire largely deter-
mined the composition and structure
of the presettlement vegetation of the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area as well

as the vegetation mosaic on the land-
scape and the habitat patterns for
wildlife.” He said that prescribed burn-
ing should be reintroduced and light-
ning fires should be monitored.

On the Kenai Peninsula, Alaska,
Spencer and WHakala (1964) said,
“Viewed solely from the standpoint of
moose management, forest fires in this
zone have generally been beneficial
through the production of winter
browse in sufficient quantity to main-
tain large moose herds. Duration of
browse growth and volume produced
is highly variable. Some areas have pro-
duced no browse growth following
fires.”

Isle Royale fire history information
is rather sketchy. However, a recent
vegetation-type map demonstrates that
the island has a mosaic of forest cover
types of different sizes and ages
(Krefting et al., 1970). st of these
cover types have been produced by
past forest fires. Ives’ field notes con-
cerning his linear survey ot the island
referred to burned over areas — espe-
cially in the northeastern section (Ives,
1848). Also during the three copper
mining periods from about 1843 to
1893, copper prospectors set fires
intentionally (Brown ca., 1935; Rake-
straw, 1965).

Table '. Recent fires on Isle yale.*
Year Number by origin

Lightning Other Total Acreage
1940 - — — —
1941 1 2 3 —
1942 1 — 1 6.80
1943 — — — —
1944 — — — —
1945 1 — 1 8.30
1946 1 — 1 1.26
1947 2 - 2 2.00
1948 2 - 2 1,440.75
1949 3 — 3 -
1950 — — — -
1951 — — - —
1952 — — — -
1953 — — — —
1954 2 6 8 6.53
1955 2 1 3 0.90
1956 — 1 1 —
1957 — 2 2 —
1958 5 2 7 1.07
1959 2 - 2 0.16
1960 — 3 3 -
1961 1 — 1 —
1962 1 5 0.37
1963 — - — —
1964 2 1 3 —
1965 - — — -
1966 - 4 4 A**
1967 — 1 1 A
1968 1 - 1 A
1969 3 — 3 A
1970 2 6 8 7A, 1B***
1971 - - — -
1972 — 5 5 4A, 1B

32 38 70 1,604.67"***

*Data from fire reports, National Park Service, Houghton, Mich.

A**0.25 acres or less.

B***0.26 to 9.99 acres.

**** Approximate acreage burned in 32 years.
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