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1 - INTRODUCTION

This document presents the results of the reconnaissance level survey
and systematic testing conducted during the 1983 field season and is
bound in three volumes. Volume 1 contains the results of the 1983 field
season. Volume 2 {Appendix) contains site location and survey locale
maps, Figures A.1-A.129. Volume 3 contains full size USGS maps of
Figures A.1-A.48. Results of the pfévious field seasons (1980, 1981,
1982) are presented in Final Report Subtask 7.06 Cultural Resources
Investigation for the Susitna Hydroelectric Project (Dixon et al.
1982a), and Final Report 1982 Field Season Subtask 7.06 Cultural

Resources Investigation for the Susitna Hydroelectric Project (Dixon
et al. 1982b).

For the 1983 field season the research design and strategy developed for
the overall cultural resource program was,applied; a summary of which is
presented in Chapter 2. Surface reconnaissance and subsurface testing
were conducted in 38 survey locales and in proposed borrow areas F and
the addition to C. Borrow K was observed to be steep and wet and
considered of low archeological potential, therefore no on-the-ground
survey was conducted. In addition 13 survey locales received additional
testing based on an evaluation of survey locale forms completed between
1980 and 1982. Sensitivity maps depicting the archeological potential
of the transmission routes, access route and railroad were also
prepared. The sensitivity (archeological potential) maps and report
were submitted to Harza-Ebasco in September 1983 and are therefore not
included in this document. Criteria for evaluating archeological
potential are discussed in the research design developed for this
program (Dixon et al. 1981, 1982a, 1982b). A total of 78 sites were
documented in these areas considered during the 1983 field season,

. bringing the total number of sites documented to date to 245. O0Of the

sites documented during the 1983 field season 56 were located during
field investigations and 22 were documented in the files of the Alaska
Office of History and Archaeology. Three sites located at the end of
the 1982 field season were also recorded.
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In addition to reconnaissance level survey five sites were system-
atically tested. Two sites tested in 1981 and one site tested in 1982
received further testing in 1983 to assist in determination of site
specific and overall program significance. Sites recorded during recon-
naissance level testing during the 1983 field season, the three sites
found in 1982 (but recorded in 1983), the five systematically tested
sites and the three sites that received additional testing are discussed
in Chapter 3. The 22 sites documented in the files of the Office of
History and Archaeology are considered in Chapters 4 and 5 under impact

and mitigation. A total of 26 sites have received systematic testing to
date.

Preliminary impact analysis for all sites known to date is presented in
Chapter 4. Based on information provided in the FERC license applica-
tion including supplemental information and various project maps, the
following impact areas have been addressed: Watana Reservoir, Watana
Construction Area, Devil Canyon Reservoir, Devil Canyon Construction
Area, Borrow Area, Access Route, Railroad, Recreation Area, Transmission
Route (Healy to Fairbanks, Willow to Anchorage, Watana Dam to Intertie),
Geotechnical Area, and Other Portions. of the Study Area. Tables 4.1-4.5
address Direct Impact, Indirect Impact, Potential Impact and No Impact
for the 245 sites presently known. Preliminary evaluation of this
impact indicates that 109 sites will receive direct impact, 28 will be
indirectly impacted and 133 could be potentially 1mpacted. Based on
present data it appears that 10 sites will not be impacted by the
Susitna Hydroelectric Project. For the 45 sites presently in proposed
borrow areas reevaluation will be necessary if the borrow area is not
actually selected as a borrow source.

A preliminary mitigation plan is presented in Chapter 5. Options con-
sidered include: avoidance, preservation, and data recovery. A

" detailed mitigation plan will be developed following completion of the
survey program.
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Because not all surveyable portions of the study area have been
examined, continued archeological investigation is necessary in order to
complete the cultural resource inventory. Given the hydroelectric
project as described in the FERC license application approximately 90%
of the surveyable portion of the study area, in the Susitna River Basin,
has been examined to date. The transmission lines, access road and
railroad still remain to be surveyed at the reconnaissance level. In
addition, continued systematic testing is required to evaluate site
significance and eligibility to the National Register of Historic
Places.

Chapter 6 is a current bibliography for the cultural resource studies.
The Appendix includes maps of_site locations and survey locales. Due to
the sensitive nature of this information, distribution of the Appendix
is Timited.

In the proposed plan for full basin development, two major reservoirs
will be formed. The larger reservoir extends 48 miles upstream of the
Watana site and has an average width of about 1 mile and a maximum width
of 5 miles. The Watana reservoir has a surface area of 38,000 acres and
a maximum depth of about 680 feet at normal operating level.

The Devil Canyon reservoir is about 26 miles long and one-half mile wide
at-its widest point. A surface area of 7800 acres and a maximum depth
of about 550 feet represent conditions at normal operating level.

Staged development is planned. An initial installation of 680-MW of
capacity at Watana will be available to the system in 1993 and 340 MW
will be added in 1994. If the mid-range forecast in growth in energy
demand is realized, Devil Canyon will be completed by 2002 with an
installed capacity of 600 MW.

The Watana dam will be an earthfill structure with a maximum height of
885 feet, a crest length of 4,100 feet, and a total volume of about
62,000,000 cubic yards. During construction, the river will be diverted
through two concrete-lined diversion tunnels, each 38 feet in diameter,
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in the north bank of the river. Upstream and downstream cofferdams will
protect the dam construction area. The power intake includes an
approach channel in rock on the north bank. A muliti-Tlevel, reinforced
concrete, gated intake structure capable of operating over a full
140-foot drawdown range will be constructed.

The Devil Danyon dam will be a double-curved arch structure with a
maximum height of about 645 feet and a crest elevation of 1463 feet.
The crest will be a uniform 20-foot width and the maximum base width
will be 90 feet. A rock-fill saddle dam on the south bank of the river
will be constructed to a maximum height of about 245 feet above founda-
tion level. The power intake on the north bank will include an approach
channel in rock Tleading to a reinforced concrete gate structure which
will accommodate a maximum drawdown of 55 feet. Flow construction will
be diverted through a single 30-foot diameter concrete-lined pressure
tunnel . in the south bank. Cofferdams and the diversion tunnel provide
protection during construction against floods.

About 2% years of average streamflow is required to fill the Watana
reservoir. Filling will commence after dam construction proceeds to a
point where impoundment concurrent with continued construction can be
accommodated. Post-project flows will be lower in summer and higher in
winter than current conditions. As one proceeds downstream of the
project, differences between pre- and post-project flow conditions
become less pronounced, as the entire upper basin contributes less than
20% of the total discharge into Cook Inlet.

The selected access plan consists of a road from a railhead at Gold
Creek to Devil Canyon on the south side of the river. At Devil Canyon
the road crosses'the Susitna and proceeds east to the Watana site on the
north sideudf”the river. The plan also includes access by road connect-
ing Gold Creek to the Parks Highway. Road access from the Parks Highway
will be deferred until after award of a federal license for the project,

and the pioneer road will be rendered impassable if the project does not
proceed.
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The selected transmission line route associated with the Susitna project
roughly parallels, but is not adjacent to, the access route between Gold
Creek and the Watana dam site. At Gold Creek, it connects into the
Railbelt Intertie. Between Willow and Anchorage, the route extends in a
southerly direction to a point west of Anchorage, where undersea cables
will cross Knik Arm. Between Willow and Healy, the route would utilize

the transmission corridor previously selected by the Power Authority for
the Railbelt Intertie.

To avoid confusion, the meaning of certain terms as used in this report
are discussed below:

Site: Any location with detectable physical evidence of pre-
historic and early historic human activity in the Susitna
Valley within the confines of a defined topographic
setting. Physical evidence deposited as a result of human
activity includes but is not limited to tools, lithic
debitage, animal bones, and features (including hearths,
house pits, cairns, etc.).

Locus: One of two or more concentrations of cultural material
within a site which is spacially discrete from other con-
centrations of cultural material.

Scatter: A concentration or cluster of cultural material at a site
or within a locus.

Shovel Test: A subsurface testing method using a shovel. For this
project shovel tests are excavated in each survey locale in

5 cm arbitrary levels and are excavated to at least 50 cm
when possible.

Feature: Cultural manifestations which are neither artifacts nor

structures; nonportable artifacts, e.g., hearths, storage
pits, etc. (Hester and Grady 1982:36). '

1-5



Test Pit:

cmbs:

asl:

Survey
Locale:

Flake:

Retouch:

Component:

Level:

Horizon:

A systematic excavation conducted with a trowel. Test pits
varied in size depending on the terrain. In some cases
shovel tests are turned into test pits when cultural
material is encountered.

Centimeters below the surface.

Above sea level.

A preselected area within which surface reconnaissance and
subsurface testing are conducted.

A fragment of rock culturally removed from a parent rock by
percussion or pressure flaking. The remains of lithic tool
manufacturing or repair, usually characterized by a bulb of
percussion, a striking platform, and radiating ripples or
force lines from the point of impact or pressure on the
ventral surface.

The occurrence of small flake scars along the edge of a
lithic artifact. '

The manifestation of a given archeological phase at a site
{Willey and Phillips 1970). Sites may be single component
(representing only one cultural period) or multicomponent

(representing two or more distinct cultural periods).

The vertical subdivision of an excavation unit, generally a
naturally deposited stratigraphic unit..

In soil science, a natural developmental zone in a soil
profile.
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UA8O-XX:

TIM XXX:

Each site is represented by a University of Alaska
accession number. All artifacts from a given site are
numbered with this site number. Individual specimens
receive consecutive numbering, i.e., UA80-68-1, UA80-68-2,

etc. The first two digits refer to year of accession, in
these examples, 1980.

State Heritage Resource Survey site numbers are also

assigned to sites discussed in this report. The first
three letters reflect the USGS quadrangle in which the site
is located; in this case TlLM represents Talkeetna Mts. The
following three digit number represents the specific site.
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2 - METHODOLOGY

2.1 - Archeology and History

(a) Research Design and Strategy

For 1983 field studies the research design and strategy developed for
the overall cultural resource program were applied, a summary of which
is provided here. The research design integrates the current archeo-
logical, historical, ethnological, and geological data into a cultural
chronological framework. A research strategy is then developed that is
structured to predict site occurrence in relation to physica]vand topo-
graphic features within the limits of contemporary archeological method
and theory. For a more detailed discussion of the research design and
strategy see Dixon et al. (1981, 1982a, 1982b).

Based on the delineated cultural chronology, documented site locales for
each culture period, and geocarcheologic evaluations, survey locales were
identified as exhibiting potential for site occurrence. These locales
are then subject to on-the-ground reconnaissance level survey aimed at
locating cultural resources representing various periods of Alaskan
prenistory and history and determining their size. In addition to

- preselected survey locales, areas subject to ground disturbing activi-

ties associated with the project are also examined, such as bore holes,
seismic Tines, test trenches, etc.

Based on an analysis of §ite locational data from regions adjacent to
and within the study area, the features characteristically associated
with site occurrence are overlooks (areas of higher topographic relief
than much of the surrounding terrain), lake margins, stream and river
margins, and natural constrictions (areas where the topographic setting
and surrounding terrain form constrictions which tend to funnel game
anima1s‘using the area) (Dixon et al. 1982a).

In addition to identifying areas having archeological potential (survey
locales), areas that have no or very low potential for containing
cultural resources and/or are not surveyable given present testing
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methods were also identified. These areas include steep canyon walls,
areas of standing water, and exposed gravel bars. ‘These areas were
eliminated from survey unless they were subject to specific activities
associated with the hydroelectric project such as: auger holes, bore
holes, seismic lines, test trenches, helicopter landing pads, or other
ground disturbing activities. In these cases the area was examined
using standard reconnaissance level survey technigues, when possible, as
a means of documenting their low archeological potential. Survey

locales will be defined until all surveyable portions of the study area
have been examined.

It can easily be noted in the review of site Tocational data that many
sites have been subject to reoccupation and share more than one of the
defined physical, topographic, or ecological features characteristic of
archeological site Tocales. It would appear that there may be a com-
pounding effect in human utilization of a locale, if more than one of
these major variables occur, thus possibly increasing the probabijlity of
its use and subsequent reuse. It is also recognized that this analysis
is Timited because it does not address known chronological and settle-
ment pattern gaps in the archeological record.

A problem in the delineation of the topographic, physical and ecological
features listed above is that a variety of specific settings are sub-
sumed under these general categories. One objective of the research
design is to attempt to obtain more precise data relevant to prehistoric
settlement patterns and the juxtaposition of 1ndfvidua] sites in rela-
tion to the natural environment. Survey locale forms were completed for
each locale examined to assist in refining site location information.
This form is presented in Appendix C of the 1982 report (Dixon et al.
1982a). Data collected during the 1980, 1981 and 1982 field season were
incorporated into survey locale selection in 1983.

Detailed site specific information, such as geomorphic features on which
sites were located, topographic pasition and elevation, slope, exposure,
view, stratigraphy, as well as details about the surrounding terrain and
environment, and site size, was gathered during field studies. This
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specific kind of information may enable an analysis of settlement
patterns. in relation to ecological variabies and human response to
changes in these variables through time. A site survey form was used on
this project which outlines the specific kinds of information mentioned
above (Dixon et al. 1982a: Appendix C). Similar information was also
collected at locales where testing did not yield cultural evidence to
facilitate ana1ysis of areas where sites do not occur.

The research design and strategy developed was based on a plan desighed
to provide feedback data throughout the project that could be used to
modify, refine and further develop the cultural resource investigation.
A two-fold increase (25% 1980-1981 to 53%) in the number of survey
locales producing sites ddring the 1982 and 1983 field seasons is
directly attributable to the refinement of site locational data made

possible by the analysis of data collected during the 1980, 1981 and
1982 field seasons.

(b) Data Collection and Field Procedures

(i) Reconnaissance Testing

To insure consistent data collection in the field and provide a system-
atic format for data retrieval, a Site Survey Form was used for this
project (Dixon et al. 1982a: Appendix C). The form served as a basis
for recording specific information on each site located during the
reconnaissance level survey, providing baseline data such as estimated
site size, soil profile and location of artifacts for systematic testing
conducted during the 1983 field season by the 27-person field crew.

The form is organized into major categories inciuding: site location,
environment, site description and condition, photographic records and
additional information such as a site map and location of test pits.
Subcategories within each of these headings provide specific data (Dixon
et al. 1981, 1982a, 1982b). ’



Daily field notes were kept by each crew member. Field notebooks for
reconnaissance survey recorded much of the same information found on the
Site Survey Forms, such as site location, topography, vegetation, soils,
extent of site, and photographs taken. Field notebooks for systematic
testing also recorded a detailed description of soils, stratification of
soils, drawings of significant features or artifacts in situ, horizontal
and vertical placement of artifacts and features excavated at the site,
site maps, methods of excavation and collection of non-archeological
samples (soil, pollen, radiocarbon). Crew leaders kept a continuous log
of all areas surveyed, noting both the location of all test pits and
natural expaosures, and the presence or absence of cultural material.

Once an archeological site was located, additional shovel tests were
excavated, when possible, to the north, south, east, and west of the
test pit which first documented the site. This testing was designed to
assist in determining the extent of the site as well as to locate
add{tiona1 cultural material. In an effért to keep site disturbance to
a minimum, preliminary testing at each site was limited, and the number
of tests made at each site varied with the nature of the specific site.
A1l test pits were numbered, mapped, and backfilled.

The Tocation of all excavated and surface collected artifacts was
recorded. Specimens recovered during reconnaissance level survey were
bagged by arbitrary 5 cm Tlevels, unless natural stratification was
encountered. Radiometric samples collected were double wrapped in
aluminum foil and placed in ziplock bags. Al1 individual bags from each
test were placed in a larger bag with site number, name, date, and
location on the outside. A1l test pit bags were placed in a site bag
with the site number and date on the outside. All site bags were
organized by survey locale.

Site specific and regional maps were made for each site. Site maps
included horizontal and vertical datum points, site grid, location of
test pits, surface artifacts, features (such as hearths, cabin remains,
house pits), distance and direction to other sites or major land
features, a scale, date, name of person drawing map, name of person
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recording data, and reference to pages in field notebooks in which
additional information was recorded. Regional maps show the site in
relation to a larger portion of the study area including nearby rivers,

lakes, topographic features, vegetation communities, and other sites in
the immediate area.

Photographs were taken of each site. The first picture at each site was
an identification frame indicating site number, date, and crew. Other
photographs recorded the environment around the site, features at the
site, soil profiles exposed in test pits, and artifacts or features in
situ before removal by excavation. Photographs are on file at the
University of Alaska Museum.

Detailed soil profiles were drawn of soil deposits exposed during test-
ing. These included a description of color, grain size and consistency.
Measurements documenting depth and thickness for each unit were also

recorded. Soil profiles are on file at the University of Alaska Museum.

A catalog of all specimens collected in the field during survey or
excavation was prepared. Pertinent data was recorded for each specimen.

The reconnaissance level survey was directed toward on-the-ground eval-
uation of preselected survey locales that have been identified for the
study area. Along with this evaluation an attempt was made in the field
to identify areas that potentially may be eliminated from further survey
and to locate additional locales warranting survey.

(ii) Systematic Testing

Prior to systematic testing, horizontal and vertical site datums were
established and a topographic map prepared (Dixon et al. 1981, 1982a,
1982b). To facilitate recording data, the systematic testing datum was
located, when possible, so that the entire site area would fall north
and east of the datum point. A 12-inch spike was placed at the datum
location with an aluminum tag containing site information.
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A Sokkisha BT 20 transit,,metric tape and metric stadia rod were used to
establish a base T1ine oriented to conform to local site topography in an
effort to facilitate excavation. The northern end of this baseline was

established as "Grid North" and all subsequent horizontal measurements
referenced to it.

Placement of test squares was determined by the crew leader in charge in
consultation with the project supervisor and principal investigator.
Selection was based on the results of preliminary reconnaissance
testing, site topography, surface cultural and noncultural features, and
additional shovel testing. Coordinates of test squares located off the
initial grid system were determined by triangulation from the nearest
two grid stakes. Individual test square elevations were established
from the closest grid stake elevation by use of a string and Tine Tevel.
After completion of systematic testing, all reconnaissance level test

pits, systematic test squares, and shovel test locations were recorded
on the site map.

After the site was mapped and gridded, systematic testing began. Fre-
quently systematic testing was initiated adjacent to the test which
produced cultural material during reconnaissance level testing. Subse-
quent 1 m by 1 m squares were laid out to assist in determining the
spatial extent of the site and to collect information for evaluating and
dating the site. Systematic testing was designed to efficiently collect
enough data with which to address site significance; Weighted against
this consideration was the question of how much testing is necessary to
adequately fulfill this goal. An attempt was made to excavate the
minimum number of tests needed to address site significance. The
average number of tests placed on a site was four. However, in a few
cases additional tests were necessary because of the lTow frequency or
the lack of cultural material in the initial tests.

Excavation of 1 m by 1 m squares was conducted by natural stratigraphic
levels when possible. However, in a few cases soil stratigraphy was not
conducive to this method and excavation by arbitrary levels was
employed. ' Careful attention was paid to the identification of tephras
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in relation to cultural remains because their relationship provided

" relative dating and intersite correlation. Test squares were excavated

with trowels and all dirt was screened through %-inch screen unless the
soil was too wet, in which case it was examined by hand. Artifacts were
measured from the south and west walls of each test, and vertical
measurements were made with string and Tine level tied to the square
datum. When possible, tephra samples and organic material for Cl4
dating were callected. C14 samples were wrapped in two layers of
aluminum foil, placed in plastic bags, and oven dried at the University
Museum's archeology lab as soon as possibie.

Soil/sediment profiles for test squares that produced cultural material
were drawn. 3011 colors were determined using a Munsell color chart on
dry samples. Composite soil/sediment profiles were also drawn summariz-
ing soil/sediment stratigraphy at the site. Composite soil/sediment
profiles are included with each individual systematic test report. ATl
artifacts collected were éata]oged and accessioned into the University
of Alaska Museum. All test squares were backfilled upon completion of
testing, and each site was restored as much as possible to the condition
in which it was originally found.

The thickness of soil/sediment units sometimes varies greatly even
between adjacent squares, as does the occasional presence or absence of
specific soil units. The composite soil/sediment profile is a general-
ized profile. Elevation above or below datum and provenience of arti-
facts from individual test squares cannot be directly correlated with
the composite site profiles. However, in a broad sense, associated
soil/sediment units and contact between units are accurate for each
site.

Three distinct tephra have been identified in the study area. These
units were given regional names for purposes of field identification and
nomenclature. The names given the tephra in order of increasing age are
as follows: Devil {1800-2300 B.P., A.D. 150-350 B.C.), Watana (2300-
3200 B.P., 350 B.C.-1250 B.C.) and Oshetna {greater than 4700 B.P.,

2750 B.C. and possibly as old as 5000-7000 B.P., 3050 B.C.-5050 B.C.).
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These ash falls have not yet been correlated to tephra from other
regions known to date to the last 7000 years. Munsell color designa-
tions were used to describe tephra color. Whenever possible color
matching was done using dry samples. For a more detailed discussion of

tephra see Chapter 5 (Dixon et al. 1982a) and Chapter 4 {Dixon et al.
1982b).

2.2 - Areas Examined 1983

During the 1983 field season surface reconnaissance and subsurface
testing was conducted in 38 survey locales (114, 115, 117, 122, 123,
124, 128, 129, 132, 133, 134, 135, 136, 137, 138, 139, 140, 141, 142,
143, 144, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149, 150, 151, 152, 153, 154, 155, 156,
157, 158, 159, 160) while 13 survey locales received reexamination based
on an analysis of survey locale forms completed during previous field
seasons (8, 9, 13, 14, 15,718, 22, 27, 35, 49, 50, 57, 80/32 (see
Appendix for survey locale maps). In addition proposed borrow areas F,
K and the extension of C were also examined. Sensitivity maps of the
proposed transmission lines, access road and railroad, depicting the
archeological potential, were also prepared. The sensitivity report was

submitted in September of 1983 and is therefore not included in this
document.
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3 - HISTORIC AND ARCHEOLOGICAL SITES DOCUMENTED IN 1983

3.1 - Introduction

Surface reconnaissance and subsurface testing in 38 survey locales,

‘reexamination of 13 (8%) of the 164 survey locales examined to date,

testing in proposed borrow area F and the addition to borrow area C
(Table 3.1), and a review of the files in the Office of History and
Archaeology resulted in the documentation of 78 sites. Fifty-six sites
were located in the field, and 22 sites were noted in the Office of
History and Archaeology files. Three sites found at the end of the 1982
field season were also recorded, bringing the total number of sites
documented to date for the Susitna Hydroelectric Project to 245. In
addition to reconnaissance level testing, five sites were systematically
tested. Two sites tested in 1981 and one site tested in 1982 received
further testing in 1983 to assist in site specific and overall program
significance. ' '

Sites recorded during reconnaissance level testing during the 1983 field
season and the three found in 1982 (but recorded in 1983 due to the fact
they were found on the last day of the field season) are discussed in
this chapter. The 22 sites documented in the files of the Office of
History and Archeology (TLM 005, TLM 006, HEA 012, HEA 038, HEA 128, HEA
139, HEA 141, HEA 142, FAI 141, FAI 142, FAI 143, FAL 144, FAI 145, ANC
052, ANC 077, ANC 079, ANC 082, ANC 096, ANC 099, ANC 118, ANC 245 and
TYO 014) are considered in chapters 4 and 5 under impact and mitigation.
0f the 56 sites located and documented during the 1983 field season 53
are prehistoric and three are historic.

Fifty-three percent of the 1983 survey locales (38) examined (Table 3.1)
and 23% of the survey locales reexamined {13) produced sites. Borrow
area K was observed to be overly steep and wet and considered an area of
low archeological potential, therefore, no surface reconnaissance or
subsurface testing was undertaken.



Reconnaissance level site reports contained in this chapter are arranged
in numerical order by their Alaska Heritage Resources Survey number
(i.e., TLM 153, TLM 155). Sites recorded during the 1983 field season
are presented in section 3.2. Sites receiving systematic testing or
additional testing in 1983 are presented in section 3.3 and are also
arranged numerically by AHRS number.




TABLE 3.1

SURVEY LOCALES AND BORROW AREAS EXAMINED IN 1983 - SITES FQUND

Survey Figure Number
Locale Reference of Sites AHRS Number(s)
in Appendix

114 A.3 0

115 A3 0

117 A.3 0

120 A.3 0

122 A.7 1 TLM 183

123 A.8 1 TLM 196

124 A.8 5 TLM 185, TLM 189, TLM
190, TLM 206, TLM 207

128 A.7 2 TLM 182, TLM 187

129 A.7 & A.4 2 TIM 179, TLM 186

132 A.3 0 |

133 A.3 1 TIM 177

134 A.3 1 TLM 171

135 A.3 0

136 A.3 1 TLM 159

137 A.3 0

138 A.3 2 TLM 184, TLM 215

139 A.3 0

140 A.3 0

141 A.3 1 TLM 198

142 A.3 1 TLM 195

143 A.3 2 TLM 218, TLM 219

1447 A.3 2 TLM 174

1448 A.3 1 TLM 169

145 A.3 0
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TABLE 3.1 (Continued)

Survey Figure Number

Locale Reference of Sites AHRS Number(s)
in Appendix

146 A.3 0

147 A.3 0

148 A.3 0

149 A.3 0

150 A.2 & A.3 5 TLM 170, TLM 181, TLM
191, TLM 193, TLM 197

151 2 2 TLM 160, TLM 164

152 A.2 1 TIM 172

x>
N
4

153 TLM 165, TLM 166,
TLM 167, TLM 180

154 A.l 0

155 A.2 1 TIM 178

156 A.2 g

157 A.7 1 TLM 204

158 A.8 4]

159 A.8 2 TIM 173

160 A.8 0

Survey locales
Reexamined in 1983  (based on the evaluation of survey locale forms for
locales examined between 1980 and 1982)

8 A.2 0

9 A.2 0

13 A.2 0

14 A.2 0

15 A.2 Q

18 A.3 0

22 A.3 2 TLM 199, TLM 200
27 A.3 1 TIM 175

¥
N




TABLE 3.1 (Continued)

Survey Figure Number ‘
Locale Reference of Sites AHRS Number(s)
in Appendix '

35 A.7 0

49 A.8 0

50 A.8 0

57 A.l 0

80/32 {(combined for 1983
investigations)
A.4 1 TLM 194

Borrow Areas

C A.2 3 TLM 201, TIM 211,
TLM 213

F A.2 8 TM 176, TLM 188, TLM
202, TLM 203, TLM 209,
TLM 210, TLM 212, TLM
214

K A1l 0
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TABLE 3.2

RECONNAISSANCE LEVEL SURVEY SITES 1983~

AHRS # Figure Reference in Appendix

TLM 153
TLM 155
TLM 159
TLM 160
TLM 164
TLM 165
TIM 166
TLM 167
TLM 168
TLM 169
TIM 170
TLM 171
TWM 172
TWM 173
TLM 174
TM 175
TLM 176
TM 177
TIM 178
TWM 179
TLM 180
TLM 181
TWM 182
TLM 183
TLM 184
TLM 185 (P)
TLM 186 (P)
TWM 187 (P)
TLM 188 (P)
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TABLE 3.2

(Continued)

AHRS #

Figure Reference in Appendix
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TABLE 3.2 (Continued)

AHRS # Figure Reference in Appendix
TLM 215 (P) A.3

TM 218 (P) A.3

TIM 219 (P) A.3

HEA 211 (P) A.11

TOTAL 59

(P) = Prehistoric Site

(H)

Historic Site

*For the locations of sites by area see Table 5.1
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3.2 = Reconnaissance Level Sites

AHRS Number TIM 153, Accession Number UA83-85

Area: Ca. 9.4 km North of Deadman Creek Mouth, Proposed Access Route
Area Map: Figure A.3; Site Location Map: Figure A.49
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 426650 Northing 6976810

Latitude 62°54'57" N., Longitude 148°26'33" W.

T. 33 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 26, SE4SE%SE:

Site Map: Figure 3.1

Setting: The site is situated on a small bluff along the west bank of
Deadman Creek approximately 9.4 km from the confluence of Deadmdn Creek
and Susitna River. The bluff is one of several glacial kames in an area
dotted with kettle-kame topography. It is located on the top of the
kame at an elevation of ca. 792 m asl (1600 feet). The glacial kame is
approximately 90 m x 35 m in size at the top and is oriented east-
northeast to west-southwest. The site is located on the eastern side of
the kame overlooking Deadman Creek. To the north and west there is a
gradually rising lacustrine plain. Looking southward from the site a
panoramic view of Deadman Creek and its valley is afforded. The s0i1 in
the site area is well drained and supports flora composed of lichen,
dwarf birch, dwarf alder, dogwood and some grasses. No spruce are
growing on the kame top. The highTand areas surrounding the site
contain similar kinds of flora with some scattered spruce. The Towland
areas are wet and contain more concentrated stands of spruce and dwarf
shrubs.
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Reconnaissance Testing: The site was initially identified by a surface
flake exposed on a blowout area. A 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 1)
was excavated adjacent the blowout area and produced an additional
flake. Five shovel tests were excavated on the top of the kame and one
of those five produced additional artifactual material. This shovel
test was expanded into a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 2) and
produced flakes. A1l artifacts from test pit 2 were recovered from
either the Watana/Oshetna contact or the Oshetna tephra. One additional

surface flake of basalt was located on the kame surface but not
collected.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Basalt flake
Subsurface:

21 Quartzite flakes

4 Basalt flakes
1 Argillite flake
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Test Pit
Shovel Test
Site Datum

Spruce Tree

Surface Artifact

Deflated Area

/-\Frost Boil

METERS
Contour Interval: 1.5 m

Talkeetna Mts. D-3
T. 33 N., R. 5 E., S.M.
SE 1/4 SE 1/4 SE 1/4 Sec. 26

Figure 3.1. Site Map TLM 153.
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AHRS Number TLM 155, Accession Number UA83-386

Area: Ca. 1.1 km Northwest of the Confluence of Deadman Creek and
Tributary from the North, 5.5 km West of Big Lake, Survey
Locale: Proposed Northern Access Route
Area Map: Figure A.3; Site Location Map: Figure A.50
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 432900 Northing 6985500
Latitude 62°59'44" N., Longitude 148°19'22" W.

T. 22 S., R. 4 W., Fairbanks Meridian
Sec. 21, SWHSWLNE%

Site Map: Figure 3.2

Setting: TLM 155 is located approximately 1.1 km northwest of the
confiuence of Deadman Creek with its first major northern tributary
below Deadman Lake. The site is on a relatively flat terrace at an
elevation of ca. 995 m asl (3200 feet) with a ridge to the west attain-
ing ca. 1067 m as1 (3500 feet). The terrace is oriented north-south on
the east slope of the valley of a northern tributary of Deadman Creek.
The site is located on the southern edge of the terrace and is ca. 750 m
west of the southward flowing Deadman Creek tributary. A small stream
bisects the ca. 600 m Tong by 200 m wide terrace ca. 200 m north of TLM
155. Another site, TIM 168, is located approximately 100 m north of TLM
155 on the same terrace. The valley floor is ca. 35 m below the terrace
east of the sites. To the east below the site are a series of terraces
bordering the tributary of Deadman Creek on which sites TLM 098, TLM
099, TIM 117, and HEA 180 are found. To the north, the tributary
meanders through a valley flanked by irregularly spaced terraces.
Vegetation on TLM 155 is T1imited to dry alpine tundra consisting of
mosses, lichens, berries, and dwarf birch among exposed areas of
shattered rock and drift. The surrounding terrain is similarly
vegetated with high brush occurring adjacent to the confluence of
Deadman Creek and its northern tributary south of TLM 155,
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Reconnaissance Testing: Surface reconnaissance resulted in the recovery

of three argillite flakes from the exposed rocky surface of the site.

No subsurface cultural material was found in test pit 1 adjacent to the
first discovered flake or in six shovel tests placed to the east, south,
and west. The surface flake scatter extended for 16 m north-south. The

subsurface tests showed little soil development with no tephras
discernable.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

3 Argillite flakes
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Test'Pit

Shovel Test

Site Datum
Surface Artifact

Deflated Area

0 5 i0
1 1 -]
METERS

Contour Interval: 1 m
Talkeetné Mts. ﬁ—j

T. 22 S., R. 4 W., T.M.

SW 1/4 SW 1/4 NE 1/4 Sec. 21

Figqure 3.2.

Site Map TLM 155.
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AHRS Number TLM 159, Accession Number UA83-88

Area: Ca. 5 km Northwest of the Confluence of Watana Creek and Delusion
Creek, Survey Locale 136
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.87
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D=3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone & Easting 434450 Northing 6972600
Latitude 62°52'45" N., Longitude 148°17'12" W.

T. 32 N., R. 6 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 11, SE%SW%NW

Site Map: Figure 3.3

Setting: The site is Tocated on a discrete knoll approximately 670 m
asl (2200 feet). The knoll is situated ca. 700 m east of an unnamed
creek which flows southward for ca. 5 km to the confluence of Susitna
River. The unnamed creek lies approximately 8 km east of Deadman Creek
and 3.2 km west of Watana Creek. The knoll itself is oval in shape and
contains a flat area at the top which is 20 m x 10 m in size. The top
slopes off at about a 30 to 35 degree angle to a basal circumference of
approximately 125 m x 50 m. The long axis of the knoll is oriented in a
northeast to southwest direction. The site appears to be confined to
the portion at the top of the knoll. The site setting affords a
panoramic view of the creek valley to the west, the mountain ranges
abutting the southern edge of the Susitna River, and the ridges
surrounding the creek valley in all cardinal points for approximately

5 km. Surface vegetation at the site is characteristic of a well-
drained upland spruce hardwood ecosystem. Flora present at the site
are: white spruce, dwarf birch, dwarf willow, low bush cranberry,
reindeer moss, dwarf Labrador tea and some grasses. The area surround-
ing the site contains similar vegetation on the knoll tops and high
ridges. The lowland areas surrounding the site are composed of moist
tundra vegetation and lowland spruce-hardwood forests.
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Reconnajssance Testiggi No artifactual material was recovered from the
surface of the site. Five shovel tests were excavated into the site
area and one of those five produced artifacts. Shovel test 1 produced
31 flakes and then was expénded into test pit 1. Test pit 1 produced
114 flakes of numerous lithologies and a single nodule which appears to
be a cora. In addition to chipped stone artifacts, a large granite
cobble (20 cm x 22 cm) was found within the Oshetna tephra stratum and
upon the glacial drift stratum. Because of its position, and the
associated artifacts, the cobble wés regarded as a possible feature. As
such, test pit 1 was expanded in the northeast corner to isolate the
suspected feature. Upon expansion, another Targe cobble was located in
association with the original cobble along with more chipped stone
artifacts. To follow up the feature, test pit 1 and its associated
extension was expanded into a 1 m x 1 m test square. Approximately 300
flakes were collected from the Watana/Oshetna contact and the Oshetna
tephra. In addition, one microblade was recovered (UA83-88-27, Figure
3.65a). The stone feature was non-diagnostié but possibly cultural in
origin.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Rhyolite cobble/core

1 Granite pebble

-1 Chert microblade

1 Quartzite biface fragment
42 Quartzite flakes

177 Chert flakes

27 Rhyolite flakes

76 Argillite flakes

4 Basalt flakes

2 Chalcedony flakes

31 Very weathered flakes
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Figure 3.3. Site Map TLM 159.
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AHRS Number TLM 160, Accession Number UA83-89

Area: Ca. 1.8 km East of Tsusena Creek and Approximately 2 km North of
Susitna River, Survey Locale 151
Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.115
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 422800 Horthing 6969210
Latitude 62°50'47" N., Longitude 148°30'56" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 21, SERNE%SEX

Site Map: Fiqure 3.4

Setting: The site is Tocated on the west end of a discrete knoll which
rises to approximately 701 m asl (2300 feet). The knoll is about 80 m
along its east to west axis and about 15 m wide. The site is situated
about 2 km north of the Susitna River and approximately 1.8 km east of
Tsusena Creek. WNeither the creek nor the Susitna River can be seen from
the site because of the deeply incised valley walls. The site is
associated with a lake system. There are four lakes within 200 m of the
site. The largest lake is approximately 13 hectares and the smallest is
about 0.5 hectares. All of the lakes appear not to have a clear
drainage path into the Tsusena Creek or the Susitna River. In addition
to the surrounding lake system, the site affords a panoramic view of the
region for 360 degrees. The ecosystem for the site area is generally
characterized as low shrub. Species of flora consist mostly of dwarf
birch, Labrador tea, reindeer lichen, moss, blueberry, and a few small
spruce. The center of the knoll has the densest patch of birch. The
surrounding terrain, except along the lakeshore is characterized as
upland spruce-hardwood, with dwarf birch, mosses and lichens predominat-

ing. The area along the lake can be characterized as lowland spruce
with grasses and tussocks.
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Reconnaissance Testing: No surface artifacts were found at the site. A
total of six shovel tests were excavated into the site area. One of
these shovel tests was expanded into a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test

pit 1) after a flake was discovered. The flake removed from this shovel
test was collected without stratigraphic provience. Two subsequently
excavated flakes from test pit 1 were found within the Oshetna tephra
level. Al1 flakes were small, and heavily weathered.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

3 Heavily weathered flakes
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AHRS Number TIM 164, Accession Number UA83-90

Area: Ca. & km Upstream From the Confluence of Tsusena Creek and
Susitna River, Survey Locale 151
Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.115

USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 422780 Northing 6971400

Latitude 62°51'58" N., Longitude 148°31'03" W.

"T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 16, NE%SE4NEY

Site Map: Figure 3.5

Setting: The site is located on a long, narrow, sinuous ridge over-
looking Tsusana Creek to the east. It is approximately 8 km upstream
from the confluence of Tsusena Creek and the Susitna River, at an
elevation of about 670 m as1 (2200 feet). The ridge on which the site
is situated is northeast to southwest trending and is approximately 80 m
long and 3 m wide at the crest. The ridge slopes from the crest towards
the creek at a very steep angle of 40 degrees. It slopes away from the
creek at an angle of 20-25 degrees. The ridge is truncated and defined
on its upstream and downstream ends by gullies. These gullies have
steep walls and drain the east bank of Tsusena Creek. The creek is
approximately 110 m west of the site. Access to the creek is difficult
but possible by direct descent from the ridge crest. The site location
commands a view up and down Tsusena Creek for about 2 km in eijther
direction. The west bank of the creek, complete with three terrace
levels, is easily viewed from the site. To the east and south the
terrain is characterized as kame/kettle topography and the site affords

- a panoramic view of this setting. Vegetation on the site area has two

distinct floral populations. The crest and siope facing Tsusena Creek
contains a growth of reindeer moss, blueberry, Labrador tea, and
spaghnum. The slope away from the creek contains thick stands of dwarf
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birch with an understory similar to the opposing slope. The only

extensive soil exposure on the ridge crest is a very well traveled game
trail.

Reconnaissance Testing: A single flake was initially discovered in a
shovel test on the crest of the ridge. This shovel test was expanded
into a 40 cm x 40 cm test (test pit 1) and two additional flakes were
recovered. Al]l flakes were made of argillite and were weathered. These
flakes were found in the contact zone definhed by the Devil/Watana

tephras. Five additional shovel tests were excavated into the site area
to define the spatial limits of the site and all were sterile. No
artifactual material was found on the surface of the site area.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

3 Argillite flakes
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Figure 3.5. Site Map TLM 164.
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' AHRS Number TLM 165, Accession Number UA83-91
Area: Ca. 1.5 Km Northeast of the Confluence of Tsusena Creek and
Susitna River, Survey Locale 153
Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.119
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 420730 Northing 6967310

Latitude 62°49'45" N., Longitude 148°33'16" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 29, SELSWLSEH

Site Map: Figure 3.6

Setting: The site is located on a knoll approximately 701 m asl (2300
feet} dnd is situated ca. 1.5 km from the confluence of Tsusena Creek
and the Susitna River. The knoll is oblong in shape with its long éxis
oriented east to west. The knoll slopes steeply southward towards the
river. No view of the river is possible from the site location. A
panoramic view beginning in the west and sweeping clockwise to the east
is afforded from the knoll top. A gentle northward downhill slope
allows observations of the surrounding terrain for over 10 km. The
vegetation for the site area is generally characterized as Jow shrub.
Species include dwarf birch, Labrador tea, Towbush cranberry, moss,
Tichen, and black spruce. The floral growth in the surrounding area is
composed of the same species as are present on the site and addition-
ally, blueberry, white spruce and grasses. Areas within drainages tend
to have more densely packed stands of spruce and dwarf birch.

Reconnaissance Testing: The site was initially identified with the
discovery of a single basalt flake found on the surface. A 40 cm x
40 cm test pit (test pit 1} and six shovel tests were excavated to
define the site size. No artifacts were recovered from subsurface
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testing. The single basalt flake was found lying on top of the vegeta-
tion mat. It is possible that the flake was disturbed by frost activity

and/or animal activity.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Basalt flake
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Figure 3 6.

Site Map TLM 165.
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AHRS Number TLM 166, Accession Number UA83-92

Area: Ca. 2.5 km Northeast of the Susitna River and Tsusena Creek
confluence, Survey Locale 153

Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.119
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UM Zone 6 Easting 420550 Northing 6967510

Latitude 62°49'51" N., Longitude 148°33'28" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 29, NWLSW4SEY

Site Map: Figure 3.7

Setting: The site is Tocated on the top of one of the most prominent
knolls in the surrounding area at an elevation of ca. 704 m asl (2310
feet). It is approximately 2.5 km northeast of the confluence of
Tsusena Creek and the Susitna River. The knoll is elongated in shape,
approximately 25 m in a northwest to southeast direction and 10 m in a
northeast to southwest direction. To the north and the west the knoll
grades into a sloping plain. Two lakes occur approximately 1.3 km north
of the site. The larger of the two lakes is about 1.5 hectares in size.
To the south and to the southwest the terrain is composed of kettle
lakes and kames. This rugged terrain culminates as a ridge overlooking
the Susitna River, which is approximately 1 km south of the site. The
soil in the site area js well drained and supports an upland tundra
ecosystem. Vegetation consists primarily of Tichens, bearberry, dwarf
Labrador tea, blueberry, lowbush cranberry and dwarf birch. The area
surrounding the site contains similar kinds of vegetation. Black and
white spruce occur regularly in the low-1ying areas but are infrequent
at higher elevations.
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Reconnaissance Testing: No artifacts were found on the surface of the
site. A total of nine shovel tests were excavated at the site, One of
these shovel tests was expanded into a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test

pit 1).' A single basalt flake was recovered from the shovel test
excavation. No other artifacts were found from subsequent tests.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Basalt flake
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Figure 3.7. Site Map TLM 166.
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AHRS Number TLM 167, Accession Number UA83-93

Area: Ca. 3.5 km East of the Susitna River and Tsusena Creek Con-
fluence, Survey lLocale 153

Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.118
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 420310 Northing 6967430

Latitude 62°49'48" N., Longitude 148°33'49" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 29, NE4SE%SWY

Site Map: Figure 3.8

Setting: The site is located above and to the north of the Susitna
River. It is on the top of a small knoll approximately 3.5 km east of
the confluence of Tsusena Creek and the Susitna River. The site
elevation is ca. 694 m as1 (2280 feet). The knoll on which the site
1ies is roughly circular in shape and measures ca. 5m by 7 m in
diameter at the top. From the site location, the view to the south and
east consists of a series of small kames and kettle lakes. The Susitna
River cannot be seen from the site area. To the north and west, the
site overlooks low open country. A dry lake bed is within 150 m of the
site. The vegetation on the site consists primarily of Tow shrub flora.
It is covered with Tichens and small amounts of Labrador tea, dwarf
birch, lowbush cranberry, bearberry, wild rose, and blueberry. The
surrounding area has similar kinds of vegetation with the addition of
dwarf willow and spruce. The dried lake contains a thick growth of
grasses. Bedrock exposures occur throughout the site area and the
surrounding terrain,

Reconnaissance Testing: The site was initially discovered when a flake
was recovered from a shovel test. This shovel test was then expanded
into a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 1). An additional 8 shovel
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tests were excavated to determine the 1imits of the site area. ATl
additional shovel tests and the 40 cm x 40 cm test pit were sterile of

artifacts. No artifactual material was found on the surface of the
site.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Quartzite flake {retouched)
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Figure 3 8. Site Map TLM 167.
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AHRS Number TLM 168, Accession Number UA83-94

Area: Ca. 3 km West-southwest of the Qutlet of Deadman Lake, Proposed
Northern Access Route

Area Map: Figure A.3; Site Location Map: Figure A.50
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 432900 Northing 6985600

Latitude 62°59'45" N., Longitude 148°19'20" W.

T. 22 S., R. 4 {., Fairbanks Meridian
Sec. 21, SW3SW4HNEY%

Site Map: Figure 3.9

Setting: TLM 168 is located at ca. 945 m asl (3100 feet) on an east
slope overlooking the confluence of Deadman Creek and a northern
tributary ca. 3 km west-southwest of the outlet of Deadman Lake. The
slope is part of a glacial terrace on the west side of the valley
through which Deadman Creek flows southwestward. The valley floor is
ca. 35 m below the site. An unnamed stream, the first tributary of
Deadman Creek after it leaves Deadman Lake, flows southward ca. 1.1 km
east of the site. The terrace on which the site is located trends
north-south for ca. 600 m and is 200 m wide. The site is Tocated at the
northern end of the terrace with another site, TLM 155, located ca.

100 m to the south on the same terrace. West of the sites, the slope
rises sharply to summits in excess of 1524 m asl (5000 feet). To the
east are a series of terraces overlooking the northern tributary of
Deadman Creek. Deadman Lake and the southernmost ridge of Deadman
Mountain are in view across the valley of the tributary. Sites TLM 098,
TLM 099, TLM 117, and HEA 180 are in view to the east on both sides of
the tributary. To the north, the tributary and its meanderings are
flanked by irregularly spaced terraces. Vegetation on the site is
limited to intermittant patches of mosses, lichens, lowbush cranberries,
blueberries, and dwarf willow on a pavement of shattered rock. Dry
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alpine tundra and exposed rock characterize the surrounding region with

dense brush along the margins of Deadman Creek and its tributary south
of the site.

Reconnaissance Testing: A single banded gray chert burinated flake
(UA83-94-1; Figure 3.65b) was found on the surface. Subsurface testing
at test pit 1 and in eight shovel tests provided no additional cuitural
material. No tephras were apparent.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Burinated banded gray chert flake
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Figure 3.9. Site Map TLM 168.
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AHRS Number TLM 169, Accession Number UA83-95

Area: Ca. 3.7 km Northeast of the Confluence of Watana Creek with the
Susitna River, Survey Locale 144B
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.103
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 438600 MNorthing 6969600
Latitude 62°51'10" N., Longitude 148°12'15" W.

T. 32 N., R. 7 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 19, SHWLNELNEY

Site Map: Figure 3.10

Setting: TLM 169 is located on a high point on a ridge ca. 3.7 km
northeast of the confluence of Watana Creek with the Susitna River and

1 km east of Watana Creek. The ridge is oriented north-northeast by
south-southwest with the site situated on a knoiltop in the middle of an
"S"-shaped curve. The site occurs on the highest point of the ridge
after its separation from a plain ca. 400 m east of the site. The ridge
sTopes downward to the west before terminating ca. 700 m west of the
site at the edge of the Watana Creek valley. The south side of the
ridge slopes downward at 30 degrees to a 25 m deep "V"-shaped valley.
Opposite the valley, the plain is approximately 10 m below the level of
the site at ca. 640 m asl (2100 feet). To the north, the terrain slopes
gently toward the Watana Creek valley. The surrounding terrain is a
gently sloping plain of ca. 640 m asl (2100 feet) covered with Tow
bushes of dwarf birch and a soil cover of moss, Tichens, and berry
plants. Spruce trees are evenly distributed in the region, limiting the
view from the site to the neighboring 50 m area despite the site's
prominence on the ridge line. Vegetation on the site is more open,
consisting of moss, lichens, and berry plants with birch and spruce
trees on the site periphery.
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Reconnaijssance Testing: The site consists of a single gréy quartzite
biface (UA83-95-1; Figure 3.65c) found in test pit 1, located 2 m west
of the knoll top. Eight additional shovel tests around test pit 1 were
sterile. The biface was recovered from a charcoal horizon located at
the contact of the Watana and Oshetna tephras.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Gray quartzite biface
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Figure 3.10. Site Map TLM 169.

3-38

=



wan

s

AHRS Number TLM 170, Accession Number UA83-96

Area: Ca. 3.5 km North-northeast of the Mouth of Deadman Creek and
150 m West of Deadman Creek, Survey Locale 150
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.114
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 426150 Northing 6970500
Latitude 62°51'31" N., Longitude 148°27'00" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 14, NE%SE4SEY4

~ Site Map: Figure 3.11

Setting: TLM 170 is Tocated on a small knoll ca. 150 m west of Deadman
Creek and approximately 3.5 km upstream of its mouth. The site is
Tocated at an elevation of ca. 731 m asl (2400 feet) on a knoll forming
the southern end of a 3 m wide kame ridge. The ridge is approximately
200 m long in a general north-south direction. At the site, the ridge
slopes down to the south, west, and east at an angle of over 25 degrees.
Down the steep slope to the west 25 m distant is a small pond of less
than 1 hectare in area. To the east and south is an unobstructed view
of Deadman Creek and the high plateau to the east of Deadman Creek. The
view to the north encompasses the ridge on which the site is Tocated and
a distant view of Tsusena Butte. Site TLM 181 is visible ca. 500 m due
north of the site, while approximately 300 m beyond TIM 181 is TLM 191.
The view of TLM 181 is blocked by the ridge on which TLM 181 rests. The
ridge 1ine on which TiM 170 is located is the first high ground to the
west of Deadman Creek. The knoll with TLM 170 has several large
granitic boulders, probably glacial erratics, and has only a thin veneer
of soil mantling the glacial drift. Vegetation consists of dwarf birch
shrub, dwarf willow, blueberry, lichens, and mosses. One small spruce
is located on top of the ridge at the site. Several more spruce are

found south of the site near the base of the ridge and along Deadman
Creek.
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Reconnaissance Testing: The site consists of an erosional surface of
approximately 5 m east-west and 4 m north-south on a 30 degree slope at
the southeast terminus of a ridge. Two cores and twenty-five flakes of
several l1ithologies were found on the surface. A test pit (test pit 1)
and ten shovel tests failed to show ény subsurface cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

0live rhyolite core

Gray chert core

Gray argillite flakes

Very light brown argillite flakes
Gray rhyolite flakes

Light green argillite flakes
Light brown rhyolite flake
Light green rhyolite flake
Basalt flake

Quartzite flake

Black chert flake

= = = = WW MW
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Figure 3.11. Site Map TLM 170.
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AHRS Number TIM 171, Accession Number UA83-97

Area: Ca. 4.3 km West-northwest of the Confluence of Watana Creek with
the Susitna River, Survey Locale 134

Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.84
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D=3, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 431900 Northing 69683600

Latitude 62°50'32" N., Longitude 148°2Q0'15" W.

T. 32 N., R. 6 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 21, SE;SW4%SE4

Site Map: Figure 3.12

Setting: TLM 171 is located on top‘of a northwest-southeast trending
ridge ca. 700 m north of the Susitna River and 4.3 km northwest of the
mouth of Watana Creek. The site is at an elevation of approximately
655 m as1 (2150 feet) on a 10 m wide ridge. The sides of the ridge
slope down at approximately 20 degrees to the surrounding terrain

15-30 m Tower in elevation. The ridge rises ca. 30 m in elevation
approximately 100 m northwest of the site. The ridge's southern
terminus is marked by a knoll which is 1.5 m higher than the level of
the site and 1ies 15 m to the southwest of the site. Visibility from
the site is Timited by its location in a saddle of the ridge and the
occurrence of dense stands of spruce in the region. A pond of approxi-
mately 1 hectare in extent can be seen from the site ca. 200 m to the
east. The pond is surrounded by swampy ground. The ridge with the site
is one of a number of northwest-southeast trending ridges sloping down
toward the pond from the higher terrain in the west. The area around
the site is thickly vegetated with spruce with a ground cover of
sphagnum moss, Labrador tea, blueberries, dwarf birch, and dwarf willow.
The surrounding vegetation is composed of thick spruce stands in the
low=1ying areas between the ridges with a plant regime similar to that
of the site occurring on the ridge tops.
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Reconnaissance Testing: A possible proximal microblade fragment of gray
translucent chert was found in a shovel test. Expansion of the shovel
test into a 40 c¢cm by 40 cm test (test pit 1) resulted in the finding of
a chert flake in situ on top of the Devil tephra. A feature was located
in the east profile of test pit 1 consisting of a thin lens of reddish
silty clay, perhaps fire-reddened, in association with possible
thermally altered rock. This possible feature is bounded by thin layers
of charcoal which set it off from the adjacent Watana and Oshetna
tephras. Ten shovel tests around test pit 1 were sterile.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Translucent gray chert proximal microblade fragment
1 Chert flake <
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Site Map TLM 171.
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AHRS Number TLM 172, Accession Number UA83-98

Area: Ca. 4.5 km Northeast of the Confluence of Tsusena Creek with the
Susitna River, Survey Locale 152
Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.117
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 421550 Northing 6969100

Latitude 62°50'44" N., Longitude 148°32'23" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 21, SE:RNWLSWY

Site Map: Figure 3.13

Setting: The site is located on a level bench on the west slope of a
ridge ca. 600 m east of Tsusena Creek and 2.6 km north of the Susitna
River. The site is located at an elevation of ca. 670 m asl (2200 feet)
while higher knolls on the ridge occur to the north-northwest and south-
southeast. The region around the site is marked by kettle lakes and
kames with drainages trending to the west and northwest toward Tsusena
Creek. West of the site the ridge drops 10 m at a slope of greater than
25 degrees to a drainage running to the northwest. This drainage
separates the ridge with the site from a lower, parallel ridge to the
west. Numerous small lakes and ponds occur to the north and northeast.
The closest lake is ca. 2 hectares in size and situated out of view ca.
500 m to the northeast. Approximately one quarter kilometer south of
the site the ridges drop into an area of marshes and low knolls.
Approximately one kilometer south of the site is a stream separating the
region of the site from a large ridge of ca. 729 m asl (2391 feet)
bordering the Susitna River. Site TWM 018 is visible near the ridge
crest. TLM 172 is marked by a 1.5 m high granite boulder surrounded by
moss, l1ichen, Labrador tea, and dwarf birch. Vegetation in the
surrounding area consists of thinly distributed black spruce and bushes
of dwarf birch. Northeast of the site, the wet tundra has few
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trees and low shrub cover. South of the site dense stands of spruce
and birch occur in the drainage and extend from this drainage half way
up the north slope of the high ridge overlooking the Susitna. Moss,
lichen, and berries dominate the upper half of this ridge. The primary
view from the site is over the ridges to the south and west.

Reconnaissance Testing: The site contains subsurface cultural material
from test pit 1 consisting of a 1ight brown argillite, unifacially
retouched blade (UA83-98-1, Figure 3.65d) and five argillite flakes.

The cultural material was recovered from the charcoal-bearing level that
is either at the contact between the Oshetna and Watana tephras or in
the upper portion of the Oshetna tephra. No features were found. All
three tephra were present and a carbon layer was occasionally present ’
between the Watana and Oshetna tephras. Nine shovel tests within 10 m
of test pit 1 were sterile.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Light brown argillite unifacially retouched blade
5 Light brown argillite flakes
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Figure 3.13. Site Map TLM 172.




AHRS Number TLM 173, Accession Number UA83-99

Area: Ca. 700 m East-southeast of the Confluence of Goose Creek with
the Susitna River, Survey Locale 159

Area Map: Figure A.8; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.125
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-1, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 478350 Northing 6945500

Latitude 62°38'28" N., Longitude 147°25'18" W.

T. 30 N., R. 11 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 32, SENSELSEY

Site Map: Figure 3.14

Setting: TLM 173 is located on an undulating terrace ca. 700 m east-
southeast of the mouth of Goose Creek. The terrace is the lowest of
three terraces which begin ca. 75 m south of the Susitna River. The
terrace with the site is transected by small streams resulting in the
formation of many isoclated promontories that overlook the Susitna River
and adjacent floodplain. The promontory with the site is located at ca.
625 m asl {2050 feet) and is 10 m above the Susitna River floodplain.
North of the Susitna River is an old river terrace of ca. 670 m asl
(2200 feet) on which sites TLM 026 and TLM 042 are found. South of TLM
173 are higher terraces below a plain of approximately 762 m asl (2500
feet) elevation a kilometer distant. The floodplain and terraces in the
vicinity of the site are bounded by the Oshetna River ca. 2 km to the
east and Goose Creek ca. 700 m to the west. The location of the site
provides an excellent view of the floodplain and Susitna River to the
north. The surface of the site is vegetated with black spruce and white
spruce among high brush of dwarf birch. The surrounding area is
predominantly high brush with scatter spruce trees. Except for the
terraces the region is poorly drained.
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Reconnajssance Testing: A single basalt flake was found in a shovel

test and may have originated in or below the Watana tephra. Expansion
of the initial shovel test (test pit 1) and eight additional subsurface
tests failed to uncover additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Basalt flake
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Figure 3.14. Site Map TLM 173.
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AHRS Number TLM 174, Accession Number UA83-100

Area: Ca. 2.6 km Northeast of Watana Creek Mouth, Survey Locale 144A
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.101
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 438200 Northing 6968450

Latitude 62°50'35" N., Longitude 148°12'45" W,

T, 32 N., R. 7 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 19, SW4SW4SE%

Site Map: Figure 3.15

Setting: The site is located at ca. 625 m asl (2050 feet) on a low
circular knoll approximately 2.6 km northeast of the Watana Creek and
Susitna River confluence. The knoll 1is one of a series of knolls and
ridges that are of a similar elevation and are distfibuted around the
immediate site area. Surface morphology varies from low poorly drained
areas on gentle sloping drainage bottoms, to Tichen-covered knolls,
isolated ridges and interlying ponds. The knoll on which TLM 174 is
located is a glacial drift kame feature. It is approximately 50 m in
diameter at the base and 15 m in diameter at the apex. The site is
about 5 m higher than the surrounding terrain and gradually slopes into
poorly drained areas to the north, south and east. To the west the
knoll tapers slightly upward into a low broad ridge. The view from the
site is panoramic, only occasionally obstructed by a moderately dense
mixed white spruce and birch forest. Approximately 250 m to the
northwest is a small pond, less than 1 hectare, clearly visibie and
accessible. The upper portion of the Duck Embryo Lake (“Sally Lake")
outlet valley is visible to the east, and the Susitna River valley walls
and south plateau can be seen across the valley. Vegetation on the
knoll consists of a continuous heath ground cover and includes reindeer
1ichen, moss, lowbush berries, Labrador tea, dwarf birch and occasional
spruce. Vegetation is denser on the slopes, along drainages, and in
lower intervening areas.
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Reconnaissance Testing: The site inventory consists of subsurface
lithic material. Two chalcedony flakes were recovered from a shovel
test extending below the brownish Watana tephra unit overlying glaciail
drift material. The exact stratigraphic position for these flakes 1is
uncertain. One of the flakes has bifacial retouch along two Tateral
margins that converge to form a point. The shovel test was expanded
into a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 1). One additional flake was
located in situ at the contact between the Watana tephra unit and a
reworked Oshetna unit. An addjtional eight shovel tests placed about

the upper extent of the knoll produced no additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:
1 Chalcedony flake

1 Chalcedony flake with bifacial retouch on margins (biface tip?)
1 Weathered argillite flake
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Figure 3.15. Site Map TLM 174.
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AHRS Number TLM 175, Accession Number UA83-101

Area: HWest Side Northern Qutiet of Duck Embryo Lake ("Sally Lake"},
Survey lLocale 27

Area Map: Figure A.3; Location Map: Figure A.61
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 439350 Northing 6967950

Latitude 62°50'18" N., Longitude 148°11'20" W.

T. 32 N., R. 7 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 29, SWiNEXNWY

Site Map: Figure 3.16

Setting: TLM 175 is located at approximately 625 m asl (2050 feet) on a
discrete knoll overlooking the northwestern end of Duck Embryo Lake
("Sally Lake") and ca. 50 m from its upper outlet stream. The knoll is
roughly circular and rises about 4 m above, and to the west of, the lake
and outlet stream. Knolls of similar size are present to the west and
northwest of the site. The view to the east is somewhat obscured by the
knol1 on which TLM 048 is located, at a distance of approximately 200 m
and approximately 25 m higher than TIM 175. Views to the southeast and
south are unobscured for about 1 km, across the ca. 30 hectare lake and
Tow rolling terrain beyond it. The prominent knoll on which 'TLM 039 is
located can be seen to the southeast across the lake at a distance of
ca. 700 m. Site vegetation consists of low shrubs, scattered spruce,
and a thin moss-lichen mat across the relatively flat top of the site
knoll. Surrounding vegetation is composed of birch-willow shrub and
woodland black spruce forest. Scattered birch and poplar occur on more

well drained slope surfaces, knolls and low ridges, and along breaks in
slope.
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Recannaissance Testing: No surface artifacts were present at this site.
A shovel test placed in the north central part of the knoll top un-
covered a weathered argillite elongate projectile point (UA83-101-1;
Figure 3.65e). Provenience is uncertain although the artifact was
covered with a brownish gray matrix suggesting its placement near the
Devil tephra unit. One pale green chert flake was recovered during
excavation of a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 1), from the contact of
the Devil and Watana units at a depth of 7 cm below surface. Four
additional shovel tests to the north, south, east, and west of the test
pit were sterile.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Argillite projectile point
1 Pale green chert flake
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Figure 3.16. Site Map TLM 175.
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‘AHRS Number TLM 176, Accession Number UA83-102

Area: Ca. 100 m North of Clark Creek and ca. 700 m west of Tsusena
Creek, Proposed Borrow F
Area Map: Figure A.2; Location Map: Figure A.128
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 420250 Northing 63876700
Latitude 62°54'45" N., Longitude 148°34'10" W.

T. 33 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 31, NEMNE4NEY

Site Map: Figure 3.17

Setting: TLM 176 is located at an elevation of ca. 732 m asl (2400
feet) approximately 100 m north of Clark Creek and 700 m west of Tsusena
Creek. The site is on a knoll which is one of a series occurring in a
weét-east trending ridge system north of Clark Creek. The ridge system
trends downwards to the confluence of Clark Creek and Tsusena Creek,
which is located ca. 750 m to the east-southeast. To the south the
knoll slopes down 4 m to a terrace like feature overlooking Clark Creek,
approximately 20 m below the terrace. To the west is Clark Creek and
the hills beyond it. To the east is the 1.3 km wide Tsusena Creek
valley and beyond that is the west slope of Tsusena Butte. The site is
Tocated on the west central portion of the knoll, which is approximately
27 m east-west and 20 m north-south. The knoll is covered with mosses,
lichens, dwarf dogwood, crowberries, blueberries, Labrador tea, dwarf
birch and scattered spruce trees. The areas surrounding the knoll have
similar vegetation, although lower lying areas have thicker moss cover-
ings. There is a large boulder field, approximately 35 m east-west by
20 m north-south, located in a ravine ca. 25 m north of the site.

3-57



Reconnaissance Testing: Two large black basalt flakes were found in a
shovel test. The flakes may have originated in the lower portion of the
Watana tephra. No other artifacts were recovered from the subsequent

40 cm x 40 cm test pit {test pit 1) nor the eight surrounding shovel
tests.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

2 Black basalt flakes
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Figure 3.17. Site Map TLM 176
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AHRS Number TLM 177, Accession Number UA83-103

Area: Ca. 2.5 km East of Deadman Creek, Survey Locale 133
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.82
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360 ™

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 427710 Northing 6967550 s

Latitude 62°49'55" N., Longitude 148°25'5" W.

T. 32 N,, R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 25, SWHNELSH%

Site Map: Figure 3.18

Setting: Situated at an elevation of ca. 640 m asl (2100 feet), TLM 177 w
is located along the southern edge of an east-west trending bedrock

terrace, ca. 2.5 km east of the mouth of Deadman Creek. Overlooking a -
terrace approximately 15 m lTower in altitude, the site is mantlied with k

approximately 50 cm of glacial drift silt and tephra above the bedrock =
terrace edge. The bedrock terrace is aligned along a northwest-
southeast axis ca. 30 m long. The east end curves north slightly before
curving back along a north-south axis then disappearing into the
landscape ca. 50 m east of test pit 1. Beyond the western terrace edge
is a small drainage north-northwest - south-southeast ca. 5 m from test
pit 1 that separates it from a small tongue of land 2 m lower in
elevation. Terrain to the south abruptly descends down to the Susitna
River approximately 6 km due south. Along the descending slope (10

degree gradient) is a series of similar bedrock terraces. A freshwater -
stream that drains the upland glaciolacustrine plain and ca. 7 hectare ,
Take ca. 2.5 km north of the site trends northeast-southwest, ultimately -

distharging into the Susitna River ca. 0.3 km east of the confluence of
Deadman Creek. A ca. 3 hectare lake ca. 2 km north-northeast drains

into the Susitna River approximately 2 km east of TLM 177. An open view :
of the Tower terrace and the south valley wall of the Susitna River is —
available, but the Susitna River is below and out of view from TLM 177. |
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The view north is blocked by a gradually ascending slope. The view east
is blocked by an open mixed hardwood forest consisting of predominantly
white spruce interspersed with birch. Brush and herbaceous plants
represented are dwarf birch, rose, willow, Labrador tea, blueberry,
lowbush cranberry, fireweed, minjature dogwood, mosses and white Tichen.
In absence of the trees to the east, a view of the surrounding landscape
would open. A cotton grass mesic muskeg community characterizes the
next lower terrace south.

Reconnaissance Testing: One gray chert retouched flake was recovered
from a shovel test. The shovel test was expanded into a 40 cm by 40 c¢m
test (test pit 1). A gray chert chunk was found approximately 20 cm
below surface in the glacial drift. This piece has probably been mixed
into the drift and thus in secondary context. The terrace edge
indicates that slumping of the stratigraphic mantle is ongoing and has
probably disturbed part of the site downslope and displaced artifacts
still present. Surface }econnaissance and systematic shovel tests 5 m
and 10 m from the test pit resulted in no additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Gray chert retouched flake
1 Gray chert chunk
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Figure 3.18. Site Map TWM 177.
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AHRS Number TLM 178, Accession Number UA83-104

Area: Ca. 1.9 km Downriver from Mouth of Fog Creek, on Point Bar of
Susitna River, Survey Locale 155
Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.121
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 411850 Northing 6959900

Latitude 62°45'38" N., Longitude 148°43'30" W.

T. 31 N., R. 4 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 21, SENW4SWY ’

Site Map: Figure 3.19

Setfing: TLM 178 is located at a major bend in the Susitna River
approximately 1.9 km southwest of the mouth of Fog Creek. The site,
consisting of the remains of a cabin and other historic features, 1ies
at ca. 411 m asl (1350 feet) near the tip of a point bar on the north
bank of the river. This gravel bar offers excellent river access to the
Tow-1ying, thickly-forested floodplain (not more than 2 m above present
water level) in the site vicinity. Five hundred meters north of the
site, the flat floodplain is truncated by a steep razorback ridge. To
the northwest, however, the floodplain extends for approximately 2 km.
To the west Ties an abandoned silted-in river channel. On the opposite
side of the river, particularly to the south and southeast of the site,
there is a steep bluff disected by two small streams. The site
vegetation js lowland spruce-hardwood forest, with the predominant
vegetation being spruce, dwarf birch, alder, grasses and sphagnum moss.
The area within approximately 10 m around the cabin has been cleared of
many of the trees, leaving sawn stumps, and a number of tree falls.
~Approximately 70 m north of the site is another clearing that is
approximately 50 m x 70 m in size. Because of the dense vegetation,
visibility is restricted, with only a Timited view of the gravel bar,
river, and cut bank to the south, and the river bank to the east. The
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dense vegetation has been a factor in site destruction as a tree-fall
appears to have caused the collapse of the cabin roof and walls. Moss,
lichens and grasses have grown over much of the site as well

Reconnaissance Testing: The site consists of four surface features and
a wolverine (Gulo gulo) burial. Feature 1 is a small (4 m x 5 m),
one-room log cabin. The cabin is constructed primarily of hand-hewn
spruce 1ogs, which still retain the adze marks, and a few birch logs.
The corner notching is "U"-shaped, cut on the down-facing'side of the
log. The notch rests on the next lower log, which has had little
preparation for fitting. The door jambs are made from squared boards,
probably milled lumber. These are attached to the logs by machined
round steel nails. The cabin is collapsed inward by a large spruce
which apparently fell across the roof. Presently a white spruce
(approximately 8 m in height) is growing from the interior of the cabin.

Feature 2 is a large pit (4.5 m x 1.4 m, 40 cm deep). The pit is
located adjacent to the northeast wall of the log cabin. Test pit 1 was
placed in the bottom of the pit, along the northwest wall. A partially
complete, mostly articulated male wolverine skeleton (Feature 5, Figure
3.19) was recovered in test pit 1. The skeleton was partially covered,
and partially surrounded by bark (probably spruce). The head was not
recovered, and may not have been present. The presence of the bark, and
the position of the skeleton relative to it, suggests that the skeleton
may have been intentionally buried in "ceremonial® fashion. This
"ceremonial" burial may indicate Athapaskan use of the cabin.

Feature 3 is a small pit (80 cm x 50 cm, 15 cm deep), that is located

5 m west of the log cabin. It appears to be very regular in shape, and
carefully dug. It may be a cache pit or latrine.

Feature 4 is a dog sled. The sled is constructed with hand-hewn wood
slats that are held together with wire and steel nails. The runners are
"U"-shaped wooden slats. The sled is 100 cm x 50 c¢cm in size. It is
sitting near the edge of the river bank in an area of fallen timber
about 5 m south of the log cabin.
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Collected Artifact Inventory:

1 Steel nail

Collected Faunal Material Inventory:

1 Partial male wolverine (Gulo gulo) skeleton including:

1 Sacrum

7 Lumbar vertebrae
14 Thoracic vertebrae
4 Cervical vertebrae
2 Caudal vertebrae
Epistropheus
Metacarpal
Phalanges
Calcaneus

Sternum

Baculum

Humerus

Radius

Ulna

Scapula

Right pelvis

Left pelvis

23 Ribs

L S S Sy S Gy W S PR S (G T S

Mi scel laneous Collected Material:

Bark fragments (probably spruce)

Artifacts Observed, Not Collected:

Steel nails (wire)
Cut Togs

Dog sled

Steel wire
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Figure 3.19. Site Map TLM 178.
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AHRS Number TLM 179, Accession Number UA83-103

Area: Ca. 7.4 km South of the Confluence of Kosina Creek and the
Susitna River, Survey Locale 129
Area Map: Figure A.7; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.79
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-2, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 449950 Northing 6954700
Latitude 62°43'11" N., Longitude 147°58'37" W.

T. 30 N., R. 8 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 4, SWLSWLNWY

Site Map: Figure 3.20

Setting: TIM 179 is situated at an elevation of ca. 793 m asl (2600
feet) on the rim of a discrete ridge top approximately 1.3 km southwest
of the confluence of an unnamed creek and Kosina Creek. From the mouth
of Kosina Creek TIM 179 is ca. 7.4 km directly south. The valley wall
of the unnamed creek descends north along a 10 degree gradient below the
slightly less than 1 degree sloping crest where the site rests. A small
saddle trending north-south separates TLM 179 from a similar geologic
feature approximately 50 m west. Northward approximately 31 m (100
feet) lower in eievation‘is another terrace. Massive downcutting is
evident by both the terrace below and steep cut banks that are upstream
and visible northwest from the site. The unnamed creek trends east-west
and is ca. 1 m wide below the site. Above the site at a higher eleva-
tion in a south-southwest direction is a large flat plateau approxi-
mately 100 m wide between the ampitheater-shaped valley rim on the east
and the descending creek valley slope to the west. The drainage creek
bifurcates west of the mentioned plateau ca. 1 km upstream from the
confluence. One branch trends north-south which appears to be dry.
However, the other branch, trending east-west is the active channel
exhibiting slightly higher magnitude of downcutting plus a longer river
cut channel that extends west approximately 3.5 km. The glacio-
lacustrine plain to the west encompasses the river catchment.
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There is a series of six Takes on the north side of the unnamed drainage
and one isolated lake, 500 m directly west, slightly over 1 hectare in
size. The lake to the west has an outlet stream that discharges into
the unnamed drainage mentioned above. The series of six lakes is
situated approximately 800 m northwest of TLM 179, the largest of which
is approximately 3 hectares in size. Only the largest lake is visible
from the site. From aerial reconnaissance, the lakes appear not to
drain into the unnamed creek, but do appear to be receding. A command-
ing view of the surrounding terrain is available except south southwest
which is blocked by the slightly higher plateau. TLM 186 can easily be
seen to the north across the drainage on a lower knoll; Mt. Watana is
easily seen to the west. The opposite valley wall and a series of
knolls is visible to the north, Gilbert Creek, Kosina Creek and the
bifurcated point between Gilbert and Kosina Creeks is in view to the
south. Also south and southwest, the ampitheater-shaped valley rim is
clearly visible. On site vegetations include dwarf birch, alder
clusters, bearberry, crowberry, white and yellow lichens, blueberry,
dwarf willow, mosses and grasses on the northern tip of the site rim.
Approximately 50% of the site surface has been wind scoured.

Reconnaissance Testing: TIM 179 consists of two surface artifacts, a
large black basalt flake and a light gray chert flake. One 40 cm X

40 cm test pit (test pit 1) was placed upsiope from the wind scoured
surface to reveal stratigraphy. No additional artifacts were recovered
in test pit 1. Four shovel tests were systematically placed and care-
fully examined but were sterile.

CoT1ected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Basalt flake
1 Light gray chert flake
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Figure 3.20. Site Map TLM 179.
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AHRS Number TIM 180, Accession Number UA83-106

Area: Ca. 1.7 km Northeast of the Confluence of Tsusena Creek and
Susitna River, Survey Locale 153

Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.118
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 419230 Northing 6967790

Latitude 62°44'58" N., Longitude 148°35'05" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 30, SERNWL4SEY

Site Map: Figure 3.21

Setting: The site is located on the top of a knoll at an elevation of
ca. 549 m asl (1800 feet). It is approximately 300 m east of Tsusena
Creek and about 1.7 km northeast of the confluence at Tsusena Creek and
Susitna River. The knoll is one of many in an area dotted with kames.
To the west of the site at approximately 75 m lies a prominent ridgé
that runs along the east bank of Tsusena Creek. The ridge has a sharp
narrow crest and is probably an esker formation which is heavily used by
contemporary game as evidenced by the deeply incised game trail. South
of the knoll at ca. 150 m is a small lake. The site itself is situated
Jjust off the crest of the knoll on the southern sloping side. The knoll
is oblong in shape and runs for ca. 50 m in an east to west direction
and 20 m in a north to south direction. Visibility from the site area
is minimal because of the rugged local terrain and thick stands of
spruce. The game trails along the esker ridge overlooking Tsusena Creek
are visible from the site but the lake cannot be seen. The view in all
directions is obstructed by current vegetation. The vegetation in the
Tocal area is generally characterized as lowland spruce-hardwood.
Yegetation on the site include black spruce, white spruce, birch, dwarf
birch, dwarf willow, blueberry, Labrador tea, mosses, and lichens. The
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vegetation in surrounding areas is virtually identical to that found on

the site with the exception of thicker stands of dwarf birch in areas
off of knolls.

Reconnaissance Testing: The site was initially discovered in a shovel
test. This shovel test was expanded into a 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test
pit 1). 1In addition, nine shovel tests were excavated on the knoll to
determine the size of the site area. Artifactual material was only -
found in test pit 1. Over 600 argillite flakes, 3 chert microblades and
1 argillite microblade were recovered from test pit 1 (UA83-106-15,
UA83-106-16, UA83-106-17, UA83-106-90, Figure 3.65 f, g, h, i). All
artifacts were found in the contact zone between the gray sandy silt and
the glacial drift. No artifacts were found on the surface.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:
609 Argillite flakes

3 Gray chert microblades
1 Argillite microblade
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AHRS Number TLM 181, Accession Number UA83-107

Area: Ca. 4 km North-northeast of the Confluence of Deadman Creek with
the Susitna River, Survey Locale 150
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.114
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 426300 Northing 6970900
Latitude 62°51'45" N., Longitude 148°26'45" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 13, NW4%NWLSW

Site Map: Figure 3.22

Setting: TLM 181 is located at ca. 732 m asl (2400 feet) at the south-
east side of a small knoll ca. 200 m west of Deadman Creek and approxi-
mately 4 km north-northeast of the creek's confluence with the Susitna
River. A lake extending ca. 700 m north of TW 181 but is not visible
from the site. The site is located on a 5 to 15 degree slope on the
southeast side of a knoll and is approximately 10 m below the summit.
The site is about 80 m higher than Deadman Creek as it flows southward
to the east. The knoll slopes abruptly (ca. 30 degrees) down to the
east and west but more gradually to the northwest and south. The knoll
may be considered to be in the saddle of two higher kame features to the
north and south. The area to the west of TLM 181 consists of north-
south trending kame ridges and kettle-type lakes and ponds. The view to
the north and northwest is obstructed by the knoll on which the site
sits, but an unobstructed view is available to the east showing Deadman
Creek and the plateau above the Deadman Creek floodplain. To the south,
Deadman Creek is visible as is TIM 170 on another kame ridge about 500 m
distant. TLM 193 is located about 150 m to the northwest, but is not
visible from TIM 181 because of the shoulder of the knoll on which TLM
181 is Tocated. TLM 181 is heavily vegetated with white and black
spruce, dwarf birch, blueberry, bearberry, Labrador tea, mosses, and
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Tichens. East of the site, towards Deadman Creek, the vegetation
becomes more dense, consisting of willow thickets and black spruce. To

the south, moist tundra appears in a drainage separating the site from
TLM 170 some 500 m away.

Reconnaissance Testing: A single basalt flake, probably derived from a
tan silty sand layer thought to be the Watana tephra, constitutes the
cultural assemblage from the site. Six shovel tests to the north, west,
and south did not reveal additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

1 Basalt flake
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AHRS Number TLM 182, Accession Number UA83-108
Area: East side of Kosina Creek ca. 5 km South of Confluence with
Susitna River, Survey Locale 128
Area Map: Figure A.7; Location Map: Fiqure A.78
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-2, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 450650 Northing 6956610

Latitude 62°44'15" N., Longitude 147°57'49" M.

T. 31 N., R. 8 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 33, SW4HNWLNEY

Site Map: Figure 3.23

Setting: TWM 182 is situated on the edge of a terrace above the east
side of Kosina Creek approximately 5 km south of its confluence with the
Susitna River. This fairiy flat terrace is ca. 50 m north-south by 20 m
east-west at approximately 655 m as] (2150 feet). The southern end of
the terrace is defined by a bluff characterized by a cut bank which
extends approximately 12 m at a ca. 40 degree slope from the terrace
edge down to Kosina Creek. The view to the south overlooks a wide bend
in Kosina Creek flowing north and curving to the west which forms a
point bar situated west of the site. The site is situated on the
western edge of the terrace which steeply slopes down to a lower river
terrace formed by the point bar. Several relict channels are present on
this lower terrace. The mouth of an unnamed upland drainage stream
trending east-west is ca. 700 m north of TLM 182. The terrain to the
east and northeast of the site is low and boggy for approximately 100 m
before ascending to higher terraces and knolls which form the valley
rim. The view to the west is Timited to the high terraces and western
slopes of Kosina Creek. Rugged foothills ca. 13 km to the north are
partly obscured by lowland spruce stands. Although not visible from the
site, TILM 179 and TLM 186 are ca. 2 km upstream to the south. Alder,
paper birch, and white spruce are found along the terrace edge. The top
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of the terrace is densely vegétated with small spruce, low dwarf birch,
a few alder thickets, sparse willows, with a dense mat of Labrador tea,

blueberry, Tow bush cranberry, crowberry, wild rose, grass, white lichen
and spaghnum moss.

Reconnaissance Testing: No surface artifacts were observed at TLM 182.
One chert flake with a pot 1id fracture was recovered in a shovel test
which was expanded into a 40 c¢cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 1), revealing
three additional chert flakes lying within the Oshetna tephra. Three of
the four flakes articulated with one another; all four showed evidence
of thermal fracturing. A second test pit (test pit 2) excavated on the
southern end of the terrace and the 19 shovel tests dug prior to site
discovery provided no additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

"~ Subsurface:

4 Chert flakes
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Figure 3.23. Site Map TLM 182.
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AHRS Number TLM 183, Accession Number UA83-109

Area: Ca. 5.5 km West-southwest of Vee Canyon and 500 m South of the
Susitna River, Survey Locale 122
Area Map: Figure A.7; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.72
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-2, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Lasting 467700 Northing 6951600
Latitude 62°41'41" N., Longitude 147°37'45" W.

T. 30 N., R. 10 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 17, SWiLNERNWY4

Site Map: Figure 3.24

Setting: TLM 183 is located on a ridge ca. 5.5 km west-southwest of Vee
Canyon. The ridge is approximately 500 m south of the Susitna River and
ca. 2 km southeast of the stream draining the region east of Clarence
Lake. Another steep drainage is located approximately 500 m to the east
of the site. The site is on a narrow 20 m wide ridge paralleling the
Susitna River at anvelevation of approximately 762 m asl (2500 feet).
The ridge is situated perpendicular between two other'ridges which
extend north towards the Susitna River. The ridge to the west of the
site is approximately 20 m higher than the one on which the site is
located. A small grassy depression, ca. 50 m east-west by 10 m north-
south, is located immediately south of the site and is 10 m below the
level of the site. From the site the terrain slopes north at approxi-
mately 30 degrees toward the Susitna River allowing an unobstructed view
of the river flowing from east to west. South of the site, the terrain
generally rises sharply to a height of 1090 m asl (3575 feet). Vegeta-
tion on the site consists of dwarf birch, spruce, Labrador tea, mosses,
and Tichens. The surrounding vegetation is similar except for a higher
density of spruce trees to the north and south.
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Reconnaissance Testing: One obsidian flake was Tocated on the surface
of a game trail following the ridge top. A 40 cm x 40 cm test pit

(test 1) excavated near the surface find produced three basalt flakes
from between the Watana and Oshetna tephra. Eight additional subsurface

tests placed around test 1 did not reveal any additional cultural
material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Obsidian flake

Subsurface:

3 Basalt flakes
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— Figure 3.24.

Site Map TLM 183.
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AHRS Number TLM 184, Accession Number UA83-110

Area: Ca. 2.2 km North-northeast of the Confluence of Watana Creek with
the Susitna River, Survey Locale 138
Area Map: Figure A.3; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.91
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-3, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 436300 Northing 6369300
Latitude 62°50'59" N., Longitude 148°14'58" W.

T. 32 N., R. 6 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 24, SB;SBNuy

Site Map: Figure 3.25

Setting: TLM 184 is located on a knoll ca. 2.2 km north-northeast of
the confluence of Watana Creek with the Susitna River. The knoll is

ca. 50 m wide and is at an elevation of approximately 600 m asl (2000
feet). The site is located on the south half of the knoll overlooking
black spruce bogs and adjacent knolls. The knoll is situated ca. 1.3 km
west of Watana Creek in a region of spruce bogs with widely separated
kame knolls. Knolls of similar elevation as the one on which TLM 184 is
situated occur to the east, south and southwest of the site. A small
pond of less than 1 hectare in extent is located out of view some 300 m
southeast of the site. The knoll with the site has an open vegetative
cover of scattered spruce and birch trees. The ground cover consists of
mosses, lichens, dwarf birch, Labrador tea, and blueberries. Moist
spruce bogs of black spruce characterize the intervening regions between
the higher knolls which share the open, dry vegetation of TLM 184.

Reconnaissance Testing: TLM 184 was represented by 1ithics, one
probable hearth and one possible hearth found below the ground surface
across an area of 20 m east-west and ca. 13 m north-south. Test pit 1
yielded numerous argillite and chert flakes, most from the Sod/Devil
contact and the remainder from the Devil and watanaktephras. Test
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pit 2, Tocated 10 m to the west of test pit 1, produced flakes from the
Sod/Devil contact and the Watana tephra. The upper portion of the
Watana tephra contained the remnants of a possible hearth, which
consisted of burnt and unburnt bone fragments, flakes and charcoal
fragments. Test pit 3, located 10 m west of test pit 2, showed evidence
of a possible hearth in the Watana tephra, which consisted of thermmally
altered rocks and scattered charcoal fragments. Test pit 4, approxi-
mately 13 m south of test pit 2, was placed in ground exposed by a
toppled spruce tree. Chert and argillite flakes were found in the

Watana horizons of this test. Seven shovel tests initiated to determine
the extent of the site were sterile.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

Test Pit 4:

1 Argillite flake
1 White chert flake

Subsurface:

Test Pit 1:

108 Argillite flakes
2 Black chert flakes, 1 retouched

Test Pit 2:

311 Burnt and unburnt bone fragments
5 Argillite flakes

1 Quartzite flake

2 Basalt flakes

1 Gray chert flake
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Test Pit 3:

3 Thermal 1y altered rocks
1 Argillite flake

Test Pit 4:

1 Argillite flake
1 Black chert flake
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" Figure 3.25.

Site Map 1LM 184.
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AHRS Number TILM 185, Accession Number UAB83-111

Area: Ca. 1.8 km South of the Oshetna and Susitna River Confluence,
Survey Locale 124 (Locus A)
Area Map: Figure A.8; Survey Localé Map: Figure A.74
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-1, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 480220 Northing 6943600

N

Latitude 62°37'27" N., Longitude 147°23'06" W.

T. 29 N., R. 11 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 10, NWLNWLNWY

Site Map: Figure 3.26

Setting: TLM 185 Tocus A is Tocated on a ridge overlooking the Oshetna
River at an elevation of ca. 762 m asl (2500 feet). The site is on the
west bank of the Oshetna River approximately 90 m above the valley floor

~and about 1.5 km southwest of the Oshetna and Susitna River confluence.

The site is positioned on a slight rise within the ridge which runs
parallel to the Oshetna River. The ridge gradually slopes upward
towards the north. Visibility in that direction is. blocked by the
rising ridge. To the south, the ridge drops in elevation but continues
to parallel the valley floor. A small lake approximately 2 hectares in
size is just out of view from the site at a distance of 1 km to the
northwest. The view from the site area to the east affords an overlook
of the Oshetna River, its valley, and the eastern bank. To the south
and to the west the valley opens into a panoramic view of the high
tundra for a distance of over 10 km. The vegetation in the site area is
generally characterized as upland spruce-hardwood. Species found on the
site area include scattered stands of spruce, dwarf birch, dwarf willow,
Labrador tea, fireweed, lowbush cranberry, blueberry, some lichens and
grasses. The vegetation in the surrounding area is the same as that
found on the site, except that the spruce stands are thicker on the

valley floor. Additionally to the west of the site, a dried pond
contains a muskeg bog and grasses.
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Reconnaissance Testing: A single chert flake was found on the surface
of the ground at the site of an exposure. A 40 cm x 40 cm test pit

(test pit 1) and eight shovel tests were excavated in the vicinity of
the surface artifact and all were sterile.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Chert flake
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AHRS Number TIM 185, Accession Number UA83-111

Area: Ca. 1.8 km South of the Oshetna and Susitna River Confluence,
Survey locale 124 (Locus B)
Area Map: Figure A.8; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.74
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-1, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 480200 Northing 6943610
Latitude 52°37'28" N., Longitude 147°23'04" W.

T. 29 N., R. 11 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 10, NWLNWLNWY

Site Map: Figure 3.27

Setting: TLM 185 locus B 1is located on a ridge overlooking the QOshetna
River to the east at an elevation of approximately 777 m asl (2550
feet). The site is located 1.5 km from the Oshetna and Susitna River
confluence. It is situated on a flat section of an ascending ridge.
The flat site area is approximately 40 m in a northeast to southwest
direction and 30 m in a northwest to southeast direction. TLM 185 locus
B is located on the same ridge with TLM 185 Tocus A, but positioned
approximateTy 45 m to the north on a higher portion of the ridge. The
site itself sits on a flat area of the ridge about 40 m long on the
northeast to southwest axis and 20 m wide on the northwest to southeast
axis. The view from the site is very similar to the view afforded from
TLM 185 locus A. The Oshetna River valley and the upland tundra are
visible when looking eastward and southward from the site. To the west
and northwest the view is composed of rolling upland tundra. The
visibility to the north is obscured by the gently rising ridge on which
the site is situated. The vegetation in the site area is characterized
as upland spruce-hardwood. Floral growth in the site area is composed
of scattered stands of spruce, dwarf birch, dwarf willow, lowbush
cranberry, blueberry, Labrador tea, and lichens. The vegetation in the
surrounding area is similar to that found on the site, except heavier
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stands of spruce in the low=Tying valley floor and a muskeg bog in the
upland marshes to the west of the site.

Reconnaissance Testing: A lithic scatter and a side notched point
(UA83-111-1, Figure 3.66a) were found exposed on the surface of a wind
deflated area on the southeast margin of the site on the slope facing
the Oshetna River. Bone chips were also found on the site surface but
appear to be of recent origin. Six shovel tests and a single 40 cm x

40 cm test pit {test pit 1) were excavated to determine the spatial
extent of the site and vertical provenience of cultural material. Three
basalt flakes were found in test pit 1, all were recovered from a silty
sand matrix sitting upon an oxidized sandy matrix. No artifacts were
recovered from the shovel tests.

Co11ected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Chert side notched point
1 Chert flake

1 Basalt flake

Subsurface:

3 Basalt flakes
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Figure 3.26. Site Map TLM 185, Locus A.
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Site Map TIM 185, Locus B.
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AHRS Number TLM 186, Accession Number UA83-112

Area: West Side of Kosina Creek ca. 1 km North of the Confluence with
Gilbert Creek, Survey Locale 129
Area Map: Figure A.7; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.77
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-2, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 450050 Northing 6954990
Latitude 62°43'21" N., Longitude 147°58'30" U.

T. 30 N., R. 8 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 4, SEuNWHLNWY

Site Map: Figure 3.28

Setting: TLM 186 is located on a discrete elongated knoll ca. 1 km
northwest of the confluence of Kosina Creek with Gilbert Creek at an
elevation of ca. 730 m asl (2400 feet). The northwest-southeast
trending knoll is approximately 30 m long and 20 m wide. It has a
prominent south-facing, 7 to 8 degree slope approximately 30 m above the
unnamed east-west drainage to the south. The junction of this drainage
and Kosina Creek is ca. 350 m southeast of the site. The discontinuous
knoll descends north along a 4 degree's1ope for 10 m, then ascends up to
a series of higher knolls approximately 12 m above the site. Visibility
to the north is abruptly obstructed by the higher series of knolls. |
There is a clear view of TLM 179 across the unnamed drainage ca. 350 m
to the south. The higher peaks of the Talkeetna Mts. are visible
located ca. 24 km to the south. Mt. Watana is visible to the west, and
the eastern valley wall of Kosina Creek is clearly visible. There are a
series of freshwater lakes located to the northwest, west, and southwest
of the site which vary in size. These lakes are in close proximity, but
are not visible from the site. There are a series of six lakes
clustered together approximately 800 m to the northwest. The largest of
this cluster measures ca. 2.5 hectares. Another lake is located

ca. 100 m west-southwest of the site measuring approximately 1 hectare.
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This lake is drained by the unnamed drainage below the site. Another
series of five lakes are located ca. 1.7 km south-southwest of the site.
The largest of these lakes measures 1 hectare. The top of the knoll is
relatively flat with a game trail along the crest. On its southwest
slope is an exposed erosion surface. Surface vegetation includes
scattered white spruce with a ground cover of dwarf birch, lowbush
cranberry, Labrador tea, blueberry and lichen. Birch is scattered along

the south-facing slopes. The area surrounding the site is relatively
well drained. )

Reconnaissance Testing: The site consists of both surface and sub-
surface cultural material. An obsidian biface (UA83-112-1; Figure
3.66b) was recovered from the surface of the game trail. Five basalt
flakes were found on the exposed eroded sTope on the southwest end of
the knoll. A 40 cm x 40 cm test (test pit 1) was placed over the area
where the obsidian biface was recovered. One obsidian fragment was
recovered from the lichen-spruce needle mat in test pit 1. Four shovel

tests were placed on the level area of the site to the east and west,
all with negative results.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:

1 Obsidian biface
5 Basalt flakes

Subsurface:

1 Obsidian fragment
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Figure 3.28.

Site Map TLM 186.
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AHRS Number TLM 187, Accession Number UA83-113
Area: Ca. 200 m Southeast of Confluence of Kosina Creek and Gilbert
Creek, Survey Locale 128
Area Map: Figure A.7; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.76
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. C-2, Scale 1:63,360
Site Location: UM Zone 6 Easting 450410 Ndrthing 6952800

Latitude 62°42'12" N., Longitude 147°58'00" W.

T. 30 N., R. 8 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 9, NERNELSWY

Site Map: Figure 3.29

Setting: The site is located on the crest of a small knoll ca. 200 m
southeast of the confluence of Kosina and Gilbert creeks. Surrounding
the site, situated at ca. 762 m asl (2500 feet), are three other small
knolls of approximately the same elevation. A small creek, approxi-
mately 6 m below the site, drains the uplands to the north and east. To
the south, west, and northwest, the terrain drops steeply to Gilbert
Creek. Across Gilbert Creek to the west is a large rock outcrop that
forms the divide between Kosina and Gilbert creeks. The site's location
provides an excellent panoramic view for several kilometers. Three
nearby sites that are visible are TLM 071, an historic cabin ca. 100 m
to the southeast, as well as TLM 179 and TIM 186, two prehistoric sites
located approximately 2 km northwest, across Kosina Creek. Vegetation
around the site consists of open spruce woodlands, including black
spruce, dwarf birch, Labrador tea, lowbush cranberry, crowberry,
bearberry, grasses, lichen, and moss. The site has been partially
deflated over one-half of its surface, leaving the underlying glacial
drift exposed.
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Reconnaissance Testing: Six flakes were recovered from a surface
context in a deflated area on the.northwest edge of the knoll. One bone
fragment of doubtful association with the flakes was also recovered. In
addition, a chalcedony flake was found in test pit 1 at the contact of
the organic mat and the 1ight gray fine sandy silt (Devil tephra).

Eleven shovel tests placed on the knoll, plus 3 on the adjacent knoll
produced no additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Surface:
1 Basalt flake
5 Argillite flakes

1 Unidentifiable bone fragment

Subsurface:

1 Chalcedony flake

3-96



R

Test Pit

Shovel Test

Site Datum
Surface Artifact
Spruce

50 cm Contour

0 8 16
| } i |
Q
o METERS
% Contour Interval: 1 m
R Talkeetna Mts. C-2
' T. 30 N., R. 8 E., S. M.
&2 NE 1/4 WE 1/4 SW 1/4, Sec.

9

Figure 3.29. Site Map TLM 187.
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AHRS Number TLM 188, Accession Number UA83-228

Area: Ca. 7 km Northeast of the Confluence of Tsusena Creek and the
Susitna River, Proposed Borrow F
Area Map: Figure A.2; Survey Locale Map: Figure A.129
USGS Map: Talkeetna Mts. D-4, Scale 1:63,360

Site Location: UTM Zone 6 Easting 422350 Northing 6971625
Latitude 62°52'05" N., Longitude 148°31'35" W.

T. 32 N., R. 5 E., Seward Meridian
Sec. 16, SWLNW4NE%

Site Map: Figure 3.30

Setting: TLM 188 is located on the west side of a small lake about

300 m west of Tsusena Creek and about 7 km northeast of the confluence
of Tsusena Creek and the Susitna River. The site is on a small, flat
knoll about 2 m above the lake surface at an elevation of ca. 640 m as]
(2100 feet)}. The 50 m diameter lake was formed in a small depression
between a series of kames and ridges near a bend in Tsusena Creek.
Between the lake and Tsusena Creek are three or four gravel terraces
with Tittle soil development. Southwest of the site is a larger and
higher ridge which overlooks Tsusena Creek to the north, south, and
west., TLM 188 is located about 20 m west of the lake and 10 m southeast
of a small stream draining into the pond. Both the lake and inlet
stream are visible from the site, but Tsusena Creek is out of view. The
knoll on which TLM 188 sits is relatively small and level, being approx-
imately 20 m northwest-southeast by 20 m northeast-southwest. Vegeta-
tion on the site consists of black spruce,kdwarf birch, blueberry,
crowberry, bearberry, lichens, and mosses. The surrounding vegetation
is more dense, particularly near the lake, and includes cottonwood,
willow, dwarf birch, birch, mosses, and lichens.
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Reconnaissance Testing: TLM 188 prodhced two green argillite flakes,
one found in the initial shovel test and the other in the subsequent

- 40 cm x 40 cm test pit (test pit 1). The excavated flake was found on

top of the Devil tephra at the humus contact and the flake found in the
shovel test was also probably associated with this Tevel. Six shovel
tests in the vicinity failed to reveal any additional cultural material.

Collected Artifact Inventory:

Subsurface:

2 Green argillite flakes
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