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fOCllt~n,ian concrete dam forming two reservoirs a total ~urlace area of 
acres. Two underground powerhouses have a total generating 

capacity of 1,620 MW. 

Recognizing the tlgnlficance of the project, the Commission established 
Manager to coordinate the of the Ucenso application. The 
l'lll>l•*'u''"'u' is the source of information on the 

of Sushna Hydroalectrlc the 
vehicle for that informatic:m.::=:::::.~::~::.:~~=~~·~.J~. 
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The Alaska Power Authority (APA) filed their com· 
ments to the Draft Environmental Impact Statement 
(DEIS) for the Susitna Hydroelectric Project on 
August 23,1984. Federal, State, and local agencies 
as well as the general public also filed comments on 
the DEIS on or before August 23, 1984. 

The FERC Staff and the Oak Ridge and Argonne 
National Laboratories are presently analyzing those 
comments. 
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The federal Energy Regulatory Commission is charged with the responsibility of 
fostering the cortlprehensive development of the Nation's waterways consistent 
with public safety. The Susitna River is a public resource; therefore, the 
Commission must ensure that any hydroelectric development on the Susitna 
River is in the best interest of the public. 

When the Susitna Hydroelectric Project license application was filed by the 
Alaska Power Authority (APA), the application was first reviewed by staff to 
ensure that it contained the information necessary for Commission to assess 
the project. When the application was deemed acceptable for processing by the 
Director, Office of Electric Power Regulation, the Commission initiated a public 
and comment period. Public notice in the Federal Register and in 

newspapers invited the public to comment on and participate in the 
licensing precess. Federal, State, and local agencies were provided copies of the 
application and were asked to provide comments in their respective areas of 
expertise. 

Concurrent with the public comment period, Commission staff expert$ initiated 
a three-pronged evaluation of the Susitna Project. Electrical engineers and 
economists evaluated the adequacy of electrical load fore~asts for Alaska and 
the need for Susitna Project power. Geologists and civil engineers evaluated the 
integrity of project structures. A team of environmental scientists prepared an 
environmental impact statement assessing the project's potential impacts on the 
Alaskan ecosystem. Upon completion of these analyses. the staff positions on 
need for power. project integrity, and environmental impacts may be subjected 
to the scrutiny of hearings before an administrative law judge. At these hearings, 
intervenors in the Susitna proceeding have the opportunity to support staff's 
analysis or present opposing positions. At the conclusion of the hearing, the 
administrative law judge prepares an opinion on the issues. 

The five Commissioners will make the final decision on whether or not to issue 
the license for the Susitna Project and what conditions to attach to the license, 
if issued. If a hearing has been held, the Office of Opinions and Review, with 
guidance from the Commissioners, will prepare the license document. The 
Commissioners will review the entire record for the Susitna Project. In order for 
the APA to receive a license for the Susitna Project, the record must convince a 
majority of the Commissioners that the project is needed, is in the public 
interest, that tile structures will be safe, and that the environmental impacts of 
construction and operation will be adequately mitigated. 
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Authority's Susitna Hydroelectric Project would consist of two developments 
River between Anchorage and fairbanks, Alaska and related access and 

ti'a'ru.nnissio•n f~acilities. The project would !lave a total installed capacity of 1,620 MW and would 
an 6,910 GWh of energy annually when completed in the year of 20C2. The 
Hydroelectric Project is estimated to cost 5.1 billion dollars (January 1982 dollars). 

upstream Vvatana Development (See Watana General Arrangement) would include an 885 
'o€l~t~htah earthfill dam with a crest length of 4,100 feet forming a 48 mile-long reservoir with a 

of 38,000 acres and a usable storage capacitl' ':>f 3.7 million acre~feet at normal 
m«11ldrnu1m water surface elevation 2,185 feet. Two chute spiiiW'!lys would be provided on the right 

concrete. gated intake structure on the right abutment would lead to six 17 
fO()t~<Ualrneter penstocks terminating in an undergrour1d powerhouse containing six 170 MW 
aene1ratllna units. The first four units wculd come on line in January 1994, followed ir. July 1994 

the final units. 

The Devil Canyon Development (See Devil Canyon General Arrangement) would include a 645 
foot-high, double-curved, concrete thin arch dam forming a 26 mile-long reservoir with a surface 
area of 7,800 acres and a usable storage capacity of 350,000 acre-feet at normal maximum water 
surface elevation 1,455 feet. A 245 foot-high, rock-fill saddle dam would be located on the left 
abutment A spmway would be provided on each abutment. A concrete, gated intake structure on 
the right abutment would lead to four 20 fooHtiameter penstocks terminating in an underground 
powerhouse containing four 150 %,1W generating units. The Devil Canyon Development would 
become operational in the year of 2002. 

As part of the Susitna Hydroelectric Project, two 26 mile-long, 345 kV transmission lines would 
be constructed from Watana to Devil Canyon. From Devil Canyon, two 195 mile~long, 345 kV 
transmission lines would extend to the Fairbanks area and three 84 mile-long, 345 kV 
transmission lines would exte. d to Anchorage. 

An access road would be constructed from the Denali Highway south to Watana and then west 
to Devil Canyon. A 6,000 foot~Jong airstrip and a permanent town for operation and maintenance 
personnel would be constructed at Watana. 
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references page number 

Provided by Alaska Power Authority 
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