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Hydroelectric Project would be the most costly and 
hy1rl!rc1eh~c1:ric project ever considered by the Federal Energy Regulatory 

Commission. The Alaska Power Authority proposes to construct. at a cost of 5.1 
billion 1982, dollars). an 885 foot-high earthfill dam and a 645 

dam forming two reservoirs with a total surface area of 
underground powerhouses would have a tota! generating 

Recognizing the significance of the project. the Commission established a 
Manager to coordinate the processing of the license application. The 
Mi9fU!gen· is the Commission's source of information on the 

Susitna Hydroelectric the ~::.:~~:r;~~~~~~~~2..ll. 
v>ahicle for that information. ~;:::...::==~.:...:.::fn~~=.li~ 

be updated the Project Management 
int'orlrnlltic'n and schedules in are prepared by the staff of the 
Commission and do not reflect the views of the Commission; the 
Co,mmission is in no way bound by this staff planning document. Any comments 

directed to the Commission's Project William Wakefield at 
(202t 376-9808. An explanation of the logic can be found in Appendix C. 





The processing of the Susltna Hv·drll»elec11ric 
is currently on hold 
con1ments on the 
Statement 
(APA). 
extension of in filing comments on the 
until August 23, 1984. -

That exten!l>ion resulted in a corresp1ontdln1g 45~day 
delay in the Feqc as on 
pages 5, 6, 11, l1. 



1, 

Commhu•iolll Staff 





with thoa responsibility t> ~ 

w~;~torways consiutent 
resource; thureforo. 

hytdro,&IG>ctric development on the Susit11a 

Susitno Hydroelectric Proje-ct licensf application was filed by the 
Au1th•r~ri1tv (APA). the was fir!';t reviewed bv staff to 
co!r.taine1d the for the Commi, on to 

When the application deemed acceptable for by tho 
of Electric Power Regulation, the Comml~sion public 

comment period. Public notice in the Federnl Reglater and in 
no•ws:pil\pers invited public to comment on and participate in the 

lh~II:Jt":lsing Federal. local agencies were provided of the 
.SPIPiic~atiion and were asked to provide cmnments in their respective of 

The five Com.nissioners will make the final decision on whether or not to 
the license for the Susitna Project and what conditior.s to attach to the ficense, 
if issued. If a has been held, the Office of and Review. wlt.h 
guidartce from the will the document. 
Coimltnil!ISiiC»ntttrs will review the entire the SuGitna Project. In 
the APA to l"eoeive a li~ense for the Susitna Project, the record mu11 convinr 
majority of the Commissioners that the is needed. is the 
interest, that the structures will b~ safe. that the en·vir•Onimf.llntifll 
construction and operation will be adequately mitigated. 
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FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 

111"-MORANDUM TO: 

FRON 

WASHINGTON a042.8 

The Chairman 
Comrniss ioners 

September 22, 1982 

Executive Director 1. 
General Counsel _--f: ;;' 
~~;~~~~~, R0f~~~:~£1lt/!~c~ ~ 

Regulation 

SUBJBC'l' Susi tna Project Management Tea.m 

l\ project teaw. has been formed to monitor the pre-

filing revie"' of the Susitna Hydroelectric Project. I have 

appointed \qilliam C. Wakefield, II, as the project manager. 

All communications, memos, directivee- and meetings wi 11 be 

coordinated by ~lr. Nakefield. His phone number 1s 376-9233, 

and he will be located in roon1 301, 400 lst 3treet. 

Attachment 

Attachment 11 

SUSl'l'NJ\ PI<OJl!CT HANlH;EHENT TEAM 

The Susitn& H)~d:'oelectric Project in Alaaka is the larqgr 
hydroelectric pro3ecto ( l620 KWI 1n the !lnitl><l The 
project is e:;cheduled to be completed in 20 years at a coat 1n 
excess of $5 billion. 'l'he project >till be developed by thl> 
A.l~u:tka Po .tar Authority (APA). It is eetimated. that a one-day 
deluy in the conotruotion of the Susitna pro}ect vould !nereaco 
total project costs by approximately $1 millio7i. It is~ therefore, 
imperHtive that the Federal Energy Requlato~ry CommiBaion (l"liRCl 
identify any def 1cienc1es in the p~9-f iling application such that 

may file an acceptnble application at the e&rliest possible 

A npecilll project man&gttment. teal!~ h111o been formed to mf"nitor 4U\d 
coordinate the pre-filing rl!v1ew of the Sueitna Hydroelectric 

It is the responsibility of this team to cnordJ.n&te 
of the application for adequaey r.1nd to adviae A~A 

concerning auy deficiencies prior t.o formal filing. 

Thn •sua!t.na Project Ka.naqement Team• is headed by a project 
manager v!lo reports directly to the Dirllctor, Office of Electric 
Power Ro~;p1lation (OEPR} 5 The project mana9er: 

o provides the necessary coordination and l14!d.son with 
a.ll cUv1aion9 of OSPR~ with a.ll other PERC offices, 
with ledetl!ll, and loc.e.l ogene! eo, the genotal 
publil'!, and the 

o initit'itea cocrf!Gpondence with the APA and all other 
Ped'11!r&l, State end local &~Je.ncies, and r6pl1eu. to 
inquiries from members of the Congreas and the general 
public. 

o revi evs .eod anCJyl z:ea staff reports and rocoamendat!ona 
0~1 th~ &pplieant date. 

o •xaaines the pre-filing application to determine 
complicnce with FBRC Rulea and Regulations. 

o informs APA of enqtne6ring, onv!ronm.ente.l or oth<lr 
defictenciq:,s aa they become knovn. 

o ateeto with the Advisory Committee to report on ~~., status 
ot the pre-filinq rewie¥ .. 

A Su;itna Advisory Committee which reports to the Director, ORPR" 
18 also e•tabliahed. It io the rL&ponsib111ty of th18 c.,.mitte<> 
to e·nsur-a •d~quat.e and timely technical input to the application 
proeese, h ighliqht problem areAs :and potent! el d.el a yo, and recommend 
action to the "Director of OltPfi. 'l"he Sus1tna Advieory Commltteo 
is compos~d of the Deputy Oirect.or of OSPR, the Dir:actora of the 
Divisions of Hydropower Licenainq, Environmental Analyoie, and 
Interconnection and SytJtems Analysis, and the Special hseiatant 
to th~ Director. ORPIL. 

Attachment !l 

SUSJT!lA ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

l-------1 SUSITtiA PROJECT 111\NAGEME~ 
I 
I -----------,- -------,----------r-

REPORTING 
COORDINATION 

r-~~~·~~ I 

D 







Authority's Susitna Hydroelectric PrOJ"' t would consist of two developments 
between Anchorage and Fairbanks, Alaska and related access and 

transmission facilities. The project would have a total installed capacity of 1,620 MW and would 
an of 6,910 GWh of energy annually when completed in i~1e year of 2002. The 
Hydroelectric Project is estimated to cost 5.1 b;llion dollars (January 1982 dollars). 

Development (See Watana General Arrangement) would include an 885 
earthfiil with a crest length of 4,100 teet forming a 48 mile-long reservoir with a 

of 38,000 acres and usable storage capacity of 3. 7 million acre-feet at normal 
surface elevation 2,185 feet Two chute spillways would be provided on the l'ight 

abutment. concrete, gated intake :>tructure r·n 1he right abutment would lead to six 17 
foot-diameter penstocks terminating in an undarground powerhouse containing six 170 MW 
generating units. The first four units would come on line in January followed in July 1994 

the units. 

The Devtl Canyon Development (See Devil Canyon General Arrangement) would include a 645 
foot~high, double-curved, concrete thin arch dam forming a 26 mile-long reservoir with a surface 
area of 7,600 acres and a usable storage capacity of 350,000 acre~feet at normal maximum water 
surface elevation 1,455 feet. A 245 foot-high, rock-fill saddle dam would be located on the left 
abutment. A spillway would be pr .... vided on each abutment. A concrete, gated intake structure on 
the right abutment would lead to fom 20 foot-diameter penstocks terminating in an underground 
powerhouse containing four 150 MW generating units. The Devil Canyon Development would 
become operational in ~he year of 2002. 

As part of the Susitna Hydroelectric Project, two 26 mile-long, 345 kV transmission lines would 
be constructed from Watana to Devil Canyon. From Devil Canyon, two 195 mile-long, 345 kV 
transmission lines would extend to the Fairbanks area and three 04 mile-long. 345 kV 
transmission lines would extend to Anchorage. 

An access road would be constructed from the Denali Highway south to Watana and then west 
to Devil Canyon. A 6,000 foot-long airstrip and a permanent town tor operation and maintenance 
personnel would be constructed at Watana. 
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Susitnl! Hydroelectric Project 
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AS 38.05.330 AS 38.05.055 AS 38.05.127 

Sualtna Hydroelectric Project 
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Susitna Hydroelectric Project 
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Susitna Hydroelectric Project 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
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Project Manager: William Wakefield (202) 376-9fll'l{j Project Manager: Jon Ferguson (907) 277. 7641 Ext. 259 

(202) 376-9171 
Deputy Protect Manager - Environment: Richard Fleming (907} 277~7641 Ext. 211 

Coordinator: Gerald Wilson (202) 376-9130 Deputy Project Manager- Permltt1ng: Tom Arminski (907) 277-7641 

Coordinator: Rollinson (202) 376-9060 Engineering Consultants · Harza/Ebasco: William larson {907) 272 · 5585 Ext. 240 

for Power/Transmission lines: 
Director, Division of Interconnections and Systems Analysis: Regulatory Management Consultant - MSI, Inc.: G. R. Hill (404) 992-6469 

Robert E. Caekowski (202) 376~5264 

Coordinator: Gene Biggerstaff (202) 376-9020 
Legal Counsel · Pillsbury, Madison & Sutro: D. Jane Drennan {202) 887-0300 

Coordinator: Edward Fowlkes (202) 376-9381 

Attorney: Donald Clarke (202) 357·8497 



Department of Agriculture 
Chief of the Forest Service 

Department of Agriculture 

P.O. Box 2417 
Washington. D.C. 200'13 

Regional Director 
Forast Service 
Box 1628 - Federal Office Building 

Juneau. Alaska 99802 

Director. Western Area • Electric 
Rural Electrification Administration 

14th and Independence SW 

Wast'>ington. D.C. 20254 

Soil Conservation Service 
2221 E. Northern Lights Blvd. 

Suite 129 
Anchorage. Alaska 99504 

Department of Commerce 
Deputy Assistant General for 

Environmental Affairs 
DepartMent of Commerce 
Washington. D.C. 20230 

Director. Alaska Region 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

P.O. Box 1668 
Juneau. Alaska 99802 

Director 
Office of Coastal Zone Management 

3300 Whitehaven Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20235 

Department of the Interior 

Director 
Office of Environmental Project Review 

Department of the Interior 

Washington. D.C. 20240 

Area Director 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

1011 East Tudor Road 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 

State Director 
Bureau of Land Management 

701 C Stroot, Box 13 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 

Director 
Regional Environmental Review Office 

1675 C Street, Room 233 

P.O. Box 120 
Anchorage. Alaska 99510 

Regional Director 
National Park Service 
540 West Fifth Avenue 

Room 202 
Anchorage. Alaska 99501 

Area Director 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 

P.O. Box 3-8000 
Juneau. Al,aska 99802 

U.S. Geological Survey 
733 W. Fourth Avenue, Suite 400 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Bureau of Mines 
Chief. Alaska Field Operations Center 

Washington, D.C. 20241 

Regional Director 
Bureau of Reclamation 
P.O. Box 043, U.S. Court House 

550 W. Fort Street 
Boise, Idaho 83742 

Department of the Army 
District Engineer 
Corps of Engineers 
P.O. Box 7002 
Anchorage, Alaska ~9510 

Department of Energy 
Director 
Alaska Power Administration 

P.O. Box 50 
Juneau, Alaska 99802 

Departm~: .1t of Health and H11man Services 

20l mdependerce Avenue, SW 

Washington. D.C. 20201 

Department of Housing and Urban Development 

451 7th Street SW 

Wa!Phington, D.C. 20410 

Department of Tn,nspot·tation 

U.S. Coast Guard 
2100 2nd Street, SW 

Washington, D.C. 20590 

Federal Aviation Adminish·ation 
800 Independence Avenue, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20591 

U~S. Environmental Protection Agency 
Regional Admiristra~or 
Environmental Protection Agenc, 

1200 Sixth Avenue 
Seattle, Washington 98101 

State 

Alaska Department ol . nvironmentat Conservation 

Pouch 0 

Juneau, Alaska %811 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Support Building 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

Pouch M 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Alas!u :Jepartment of Public Safety 

450 Whittier Street 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 

P Iaska Public Utili lies Commtssion 

1100 Mackay Building 

338 Donald ~treet 
Anchorage, Alaska 99802 

Alaska State·Federal Coordinator 
Office of !he Governor 

Pouch AD 
Juneau. Alaska 99811 

Office of the Governor 
Division of Policy OevelopmMI and Planning 

Pouch AW 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Offrce of Coastal Management 
Office of the Governor. Alaska 
Pouch AP 

Juneau. Alaska 99811 

State Historic Preservation Off't::<ar 
619 Warehouse Drive. Suitf' 210 

Anchorage. Aiaska 99501 



Filed 0500 February 28, 1983 

Found to 0900 April 1983 was not in 
with 

Corrected Filed 1000 July 11, 1983 

Determined 2000 July 29, 1983 

Public Not :ce tsr.ued 4005 August 5, 1983 

5050 29, 1983 

Fisheries Filed 5050 October 31, 1983 

FERC Delay 2385 November 10, 1983 FERC staff requires 
additional time to 
and analyze generation 

Generation Alternatives 2385 13, 1984 
Identified and Analyzed 

OEIS Noticed in Federal 2600 May 25. 1984 
Register 

2610 9, 
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LeeR. Nunn 
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