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The proposed Susitne Hydraelectric Project would be the most sestly and
somplex hydroslectric project ever considered by the Federal Energy Regulatory
g’:@mméssé@n. The Alaske Power Authority proposes io construct, at 2 cost of 5.1

high concrate arch dem forming two reservoire with a total surface area of 45,800
acres. Two underground powerhouses would have a total generating capacity of
1,620 MW.

Recognizing the significance of the project, the Comimission has established &
Project Manager to coordinate the procsssing of the license application. The
Project Manager is the Commission’s primary scurce of Information on the
progress of the Susitng Hydroslectric Project; the Susiing Project Status Heport s
the major vehicle for raporting that information. The Susitna Project Status Report
will be updated monthly by the Project Management Team. A6l information and
schedules in this publication are prepared by the stalf of the Commission and do
not necessarily reflect the views of the Commission; the Commission Is in no way
bound by this staft planning document. Any comments should be directed to the
Comenission's Project Manager, Willlam Wakeleld at (202) 3761911, 4An
explanation of the logic networks can be found In Appendix C.
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The Alaska Power Authority (APA) has recuested an
extension of time until Februarv 1~ 1984, to respond o the
comments of the Departmen? ot the Interior (DOI).
Inasmuch as the 108 page comment letter from DOI was
nearly a month late, APA’s request was granted. This
extension of time is not on the critical path and thus the
overall license application processing remains on scheduie.
See pages 17 and 20 (Level D).
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The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission is charged with the responsibility of
tostering the comprehensive development of the Natlon's walerways consistent
with pubtic safety. The Susiina River is a public resource; therefure, the
Commission must ensure that any hydroelectriec development on the Susitna River
s i the best interest of the public.

When the Susitne Hydroelectric Project license application Is filed by the Alaska
Bower Authority (APA), the application is first reviewed by stalf to ensure that it
contzins all the information necessary for the Commission to assess the project.
When the application is deemed acceplable for processing by the Director, Office
of Electric Power Regulation, the Commission initiates a public and agency
cormment period. Public notlce In the Federal Register and in Alaskan newspapers
witl invite the public to comment on #nd participate in the licensing process.
Federal, State, and local agencies are provided copies of the spplication and are
asked lo provide comments in their respective areas of expertise.

lectric Project

OCESS

Concurrent with the public comment period, Commission stalf experis inltiate &
three-pronged evaluation of the Susiina Project. Electrical enginesrs and
economists will evaluate the adequacy of electrical ioad forecasts for Alasks ang
the need for Susitna Project power. Geologists and civil engineers will evaluaie
the integrily of project structures. A teain of environmental sclentisls will prepars
ai. anvironmential impact statemen? assessing the project’s potential impacis on
the Alaskan ecosystem Upon completion of these analyses, the stafl positions on
need for power, project integrily, and envirenmental impacts may be subleciad lo
the scrutiny ot hearings before an administrative law judge. At these hearings,
intervenors in the Susiina proces<ing have the opportunity io support stafi's
analysis or present opposing positions. At the conclusion of the hearing, the
administrative law judge prepares an opinion on the issues.

After the administrative law judge has rendered an initis! decision, the five
Commissioners will make the final decision on wheither or nol o lasue the Hreense
for the Susitna Project and wha? conditions to attach to the license, If issusd. 1f a
hearing has been held, the Oifice of Opinions and Review, with guldance fram the
Commissionars, will prepare the license document. The Commiss s will
review e entlire record for the Susiina Project. In order for the ABA o recelve o
license for the Susitna Project. the record must convince & majority of i
Commissionars that the project Is needed, that the structures will be sale. and tha!
the envivorwnenial impsacts of constructlon and operation will be adeguatsly
mitigated.
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FEDER2L ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION
WASHINGTON 20420
N REALY REFTR O

Sep.tember 22, 1987

AR M T The Chairman
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cutive Director ;
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neral Count

2 : Lawrence R. Ande{son

Prrector, Nffice
Regulation

e
e (o U g

{letric Power
E ; Susitna Project Manasement Team

tec el proaect team has been formed to moritor the pre-

iew of the Susitna Hydroelectric Project. I have

ineed William C. efield, Ti, as the prosest manager.
directives and meetincs will be

wne number 1§ 376-5233,

Attachment A

SUSITNA PROJBCT MARAGEMENT TEA

The Susitna Bydroelectric Project in ARlawks is emong ths larger
aydroelectric projects (1620 M@ in :he G,.ied States. The
project s acheduled to be = o, s3 in 20 years &t a cost In
encess of $5 billion. The project will be developed by the
Rlaaka Power Astbority (APA). It iz estimsted that & ona-day
delay in the construction of the Susitne project would iLncrease
toral project costs by approximately $1 million. it {a, therzfore,
imperative thst the Federal Energy Hegulatory Commission (PERC)
iGontify any deficiencles in the pre-filing spplication such that
APA may file an acceptable epplication at the earliest posaible
date.

A epecial project management team has bees formed to monito: and
coordinate the pre-filing review of the Sugitna Bydroaslectric
Project. It i& the responsibility of thie team to coordinate
review of the application for adequscy and to advise APA
concerning #ny deficiencies prior to formal £iling.

The “Sueitna Project HMsnagement Teasm® is headed by & project
manager who reports directly to the Director, Office of Electric
Powes Regulation (CBPR). ‘The project manager:

o provides the necesesry coordinatiop end lieison with
all divisions of OEPR, with all other PBRC oifices,
with Pederal, #tate, and local agencies, the ganeral
public, and the applicant.

°

initiates correspondence vwith the APA and sll other
Federal, Btate and local agencies. and raplies to
jnqririea from membsrs of .he Congress and the gemeral
public.

)

revieve and anaylzes staff reporte and recommendationa
on the spplicant data.

o

extmines the pre-filing application tc determine
compltance with FERC Rulee and Regulstions.

°

inforze APA of enginesering, enviroamental or other
doficiencics ac they bocome known.

o

meets with the Rdvisory Commitiee to roport on the statys
of the pre-filing reviow.

a4 Susitna Rdvisory Committee which reports to the Director, CEFS,

1s alzo established. It 1o the regponsidbilicy of thie Committesz

to ensure adequste end timely technical input to ths application
process, highlight problem ereas and potential dslays, and recommend
action to the Birector of OEPR. The Susitna ARdvisory Committee

i3 composed of the Deputy Pirecter of OBPR, the Directors nf the
pivisioss of Eydropower Liceneing, knvironmental Amalysis, and
Interczonnaction and Systems Annlysis, and the Special aAsstiatant

to tha Dirsctor, ORPR.
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Acre Feet

Administrative Law Judge

Alaska Power Authority

Bureau of Land Management

Completion Date

Corps of Engineers

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Division of Hydropower Licensing, FERC

Drivision of Interconnections and Systems
Analysis, FERC

Department of Agriculture

Department of Energy

Department of the interior

Design Review Branch

Environmental Analysis

Executive Director, FERC

Environmental Impact Statement

Environmental Protection Agency

Final Environmental Impact Statement

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

N/A
NEA
NEPA
OEPR
oGC
OOR
PM
PSLB
SEB
SFRO

UsGSs

Federal Power Commission

Hydropower Analysis

Interconnection and Special Invesligation
Branch, DISA, FERC

Kilovolt

Kilowatt

Megawatt

Does Not Apply

National Energy Act

National Environmental Policy Act

Office of Electric Power Regulation. FERC

Office of General Counsel, FERC

Office of Opinions and Review, FERC

Project Manager, FERC

Power Site Lands Branch,

System Evaluation Bra

San Fmg’%@@s}@@ ”%@gam

Target Date

United States Geole




¥ ter surface elevation 2,185 feet. Two chute spillways would be provided on the right
aputment. A concrete. gated intake structure on the right abutment wouid lead to six 17
iol-diameter penstocks terminaling in an underground powerhouse containing six 170 MW
enerating unils. The first four units would come on line in January 1994, followed in July 1924

v the final two uniis.

Tne Devil Canyon Development {See Devil Canyon General Arrangement) would inciude & ¢
foot-high, double-curved, concrete thin arch dam forming 8 26 mile-long reservoir wilth :
area of 7,800 scres and a usable storage capacily of 350,000 acre-fest ai normal mammum walus
surface elevation 1,455 feel. A 245 Joot-high, rock-{ili saddle dam would be locsied on the el
abutment. A spillway would be provided on each abutment. A concrele, gated inlake siructure on
the right sbutment would lead to four 20 foot-diameter penstocks terminating in an undergrouna
powerhouse coniaining four 150 MW generating units. The Devil Cenyon Development would
become operational in the year of 2002.

As part of the Susitna Hydroeleciric Project, two 28 mile-long, 345 kY transmission lnes would
be constructed from Walana to Devll Canyon. From Devil Canyeon, two 195 mile-long, 345 kY
{ransmission lines would extend to the Fairbanks area and three 84 mile-long, 345 kv
transmission lines would extend to Anchorage.

An access road would be constructed from the Denali Highway scuth 1o Walana anct then wesi
ic Devil Canyon. A 6,000 foot-long airstrip and a permanent town {or operation and mainienance
personnel would be constructed at Watana.
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FERC Staff

Froiret fManager: William Wakefield

Enginsering/Environment:
Oirector, Division of Hydroelectric Licensing: Quentin Edson

Coordinator: Gerald Wiison
Coordinator: Mark Robinson

Need for Power/Transmission Lines:
Director. Division of Inlerconnections and Systems Analysis:
Bernard Chew

Coordinator: Gene Biggerstaft

Coordinator: Edward Fowlkes

Auvorney: Donald Clarke

(202} 375-9808

{202) 376-9171

(202) 376-9130

{«w2) 376-5060

{202) 376-9264

(202) 376-8020

(202) 376-2381

{202) 357-8487

Alaska Power Author
Project Manager: Jon Ferguson
Deputy Project Manager - Environment: Richard Fleming

Deputy Project Manager - Permitting: Tom Arminski

Engineering Consultants - Harza/Ebasco: Willlam Larson
Regulatory Management Consultant - M8, Inc.: G. B. Bill

Legal Counsel .- Pilisbury, Madigon & Sulro: D. Jane Drennan

§

t

y

{907 277 - 7841 Ext. 258

(807} 277-7641 Exi. 293

(907) 277-7841

(307) 272 - 5585 Exi. 240

{404} 892-6489

(202} 8879300




SUSITNA HYDROELECTRIC PROJECT

PRIMARY PERMITS AND APPROVALS THAT APA HAS DEEMED
NECESSARY PRIOR TO START OF CONSTRUCTION
Administering
foral Agency Key
Hydrostecidic Licange FERC ADEC Alasks Dopartment of Environmantal Consarvation
Section 408 Permit COE ADFG Aiaska Deparimont of Fish and Game
Section D Permil COE ADNR Alaska Department of Matural Rosources
Endongered Spacles Act Section 7 Consultation FWs ADPDP Alaske Divigion of Policy Development and Planning
ghtof-Wiy Grant & Temporary Use Permiis BLE BLA Buwreay of Land Management
FiLPMA Sec.on 302 Leases, Permits & Easements BLM COE Unitod States Corps of Engineer?
Fran Use Paimit for Gravel BLEM EPA Environmental Protection Agency
uatonat Pol stion Discharge Ellmination System Permit EPA FERC Foderat Energy Rogulatory Commission
provention of Signiticant Deterioration of Alr Guality &EPpa FW$S Fish and Whdlife Service
Gatermination of Eligibiity for the National Register TVFERC, SHPO & S tiatenuska - Susitne Borough
Setermination of Etfect on Sites L ~ advisory Council SHPO State Historic Preservation Officer
Advisory Councl Consultation i L
State FOOTHMOTES LEQEMND ;
#HPRES Certificstion ADBEC <> Licensing process pegse gy e E
Cartiticats of Reavonable Assurance ADEC connoctor (Lavel B) . . i
saeks Cosstal Menagomeni Program Certificate of Consistency DPDP AN Ca-page connector ;
snagromeus Fish Protection Pormit ADFG [M-\ Oii-page connecior
Ciphways Tor Gbetruction to Fish Passage ADFG " references page numbsr
Land Use Permits ADHR Provided by Alasska Power Authority
Matariat Sales ADNAR
Water nie Permit & Cortificste of Appropriation ADHR The permils, approvale and consuliations required for FERC Llcensing of the Susiing

tend Lesee ADNR Project ere marked with an =

The remaining federat and 2iste perialts, approvals end consulialions das

crivag In thig
cprmit to Construct o Dam ADHR Appendin may be necessary prior to ~astrucilon and speration of the projsci,
might-of-Wey Permdl for an Fasemeant ADRNR

Hatenueka - Busilng

Barough Permitz and Reviews MSB
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U.8 Fish & Wildlife Service
Endongerad Spocies Acl(E.8.A)G0ction 7 Consultation 16 U.8.C. 1539

Susitna HMHydroelesetiric Project
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Buraay of Land Management

Grant of Rlght-oi~Way 43 U.S.C. 1761 of. S04,

Temporary Ueo Permit 43 U.8.C. 1764

FLPUA Sec. 302 Pormits, Easomonts & Leoases 43 U.6.C. 1732 ol seq.
Free Usg Pormit for Gravel 30 U.B.C. 601~6803

E Acgeauacy Review Conductad of i

/ Agphcanon Submiied 1o BULM

Appiication Datermingd Adeduate

Susitng Hydroeleciric Project

FEDERAL PERMITS

BLM Reimbursed by Apphcant
ter Processing Costs

Agency Anawysis Conducled & Cooramation
With Agencies & interested Fariies

Applizant Review

2000
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e
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Alaska Departiment of Public Safety
450 Whitlier Sireet
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Alaska Public Utilitles Commission
1100 Mackay Building

338 Donald Street

Anchorage, &laska 59802

Alaska State-Federal Coordinator
Ottice of the Governor

Pouch AD

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Ottice of the Governor

Division of Policy Development and Pianning

Bouch AW
Junesu, Alaska 89871

Office of Coaslal Management
Cifice of the Governor, Alaska
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State Historic Preservation Officer
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EVERNT
Application Fliod

Application Found to
be Non - Conforming

Corrected Application Filed

Application Determined
Adequate

Public Notice issued

Applicent Delay (D)
Fighsries Report Filed

FERC Delay (D)

Susitna Hydroelectric Project

MILESTORE
0500
0800

1000

2000

4005
5050

5050

DATE

February 28, 1983
April 12, 1983

July 11, 1983

July 29, 1883
August 5, 1983
September 29, 1983
October 31, 1883

Movember 10, 1882

RBEMARKS

Application was not in complete
conformance with Commission's
regulations

Report on fisheries not
submitted by APA

FERC stalf raguires
sdditlonal fime to identify
and anzlyze generstlon allematives




