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83\ Y MAP INTERPRETATION

In addition to general distribution patterns, this map portrays a limited amount of

eancHorace INformation on the sightings of cetaceans in the proposed sale 60 area. Geograph-

jcal and seasonal variation in observer effort and variation -among observers’

\ abilities to identify cetaceans are sources of bias in such data. We have utilized

recent and reliabie sightings which were available at the time of the map prepara-

iy ( tion. It is our intent to illustrate here known recent occurrences and general

/ t patterns of cetacean distribution in the proposed sale area rather than to describe
-t

definitively temporal changes in distribution or densities of endemic cetaceans.
/\j As compared to areas east of Kodiak Island, the lower Cook Inlet and Shelikof
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Strait have received less overall effort in cetacean investigations. Nevertheless,

# available sighting data has been plotted here to further document the occurrence

"-H'"-B-v(xmw 4 Of vertain sposioc in the area and to assist in the delineation of areas of most
b 2 probable occurrence of such species. Recent sightings of species such a> Dall and

) L harbor porpoise have not been plotted due to their general abundance and wide-

@ NIKISHKA NO. 1 spread occurrence in the sale area, particularly in the Gulf of Alaska.
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8 9 s 10 Nautical Mile: o It is suggested that the reader review accompanying text for information on
A ALASKA i lanseliia relative abundance and distribution of cetaceans in the proposed sale 60 area.
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