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The Wilderness Act of 1964 
Public Law 88-577 (16 U.S. C. 1131-1136) 

Section 2 (a)  For this purpose there is hereby established a National Wilderness 

Preservation System to be composed of federally owned areas designated by Congress 

as "wilderness areas", and these shall be administered for the use and enjoyment of the 

American people in such manner as will leave them unimpaired for future use as 

wilderness, and so as to provide for the protection of these areas, the preservation of 

their wilderness character, and for the gathering and dissemination of information 

regarding their use and enjoyment as wilderness;   

Section 4 (b)  Except as otherwise provided in this Act, wilderness areas shall be 

devoted to the public purposes of recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, 

conservation, and historical use. 

Section 4 (d) (7)  Nothing in this Act shall constitute an express or implied claim or 

denial on the part of the Federal Government as to exemption from State water laws. 


