IM 2 HSI4 SN

--321A¥3S 341707

YSYTY

y

A RS |'||’|||llI|II|||I|II|Il||I|||||||I||||||lI|||IIll||||I|||I|Ill||||I|||'In||l||'I||I|ll|||||||||IIIHIIHL

it

WILDERNESS RECORD - SEMIDI WILDERNESS PROPOSAL

%MHHHI!!IIIIIHIUHIIIHH!'*'“llH'l'!UIIHllllllHIllllIHIlJ!IullllllLlllllllll||llH!!HJHUll'llllHHU"!NHHEUJHHHMLﬂU[IUJUHlNMLIH




|

I
—
"‘“ ——
—_—

=
—
——
—_—

\TL

I

I

|

Anchorage

S | A 57X
/ | —
WILD-RNESS RECORD

i

Tl

YaSET®

i

SEFIDI WILDERNESS PROPCSAL

Involving
SEMIDI ISLANDS
( 256,422 Acres)
in the
SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Third Judicizl Division

ALASKA

MarcH 1972

o)
Alaska Resources
Library & Information Services

Anchorase Alacka




T D S O P

@ . TABIE OF CONTENTS
W:leemess Study Report : I
L Text ‘ o |
- References
| Photographs
‘Location Maps
: | Appendix A
Mineral Appraisal Report ',AII
Refuge Objectlve Statement ... 111
.Federal Reglster Notlce, Iv
Materials Sent to News Media. . vV
News Releases
'Newspaper C‘lippings B | | |
Public Hearlng Package.;......;...‘.....,.;.:.. ........ VI
Public Notice | |

Notice of Public Hearing |

Letter-size Map
Wilderness Brochure

Public Hearing Mailing List... ;...Q;;..;;.l;;;...;;;.,.};.;;r(;.. VI

'~ Public Hearing Handout Material.......... Ceereana. A

Public Hearing Attendance LiSt.................. P

"l'.....l...‘...‘lv.,lc.'.'... X

X Public Hearing Transcript................




SECTION 1. WILDERNESS
o S_'VIV'UDYV REPORT



SEMIDI NATTONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE, ALASKA
WILDERNESS STUDY REPORT

/ | This is a preliminary
draft. The contents and
recommendations are subject
to change.

Decenber, ‘19 72

,,,,,,,




TABLE OF CONTENTS

' ‘ : Page
L Chapter 1. INTRODUCTION +uvvseeerrenneernnnnroeennnnneennnes 1.
Chapter II. STUDY AND REFUGE OBJECTIVES..........evveuennen. 4
Chapter ITI. HISTORY AND LAND STATUS.....eeeerrereeerennenns 6
| Ay HISTORY 4 tvnesneseneeesnnnenennseennensnnrenens 6
g B. LAND STATUS ....... e e, 6
[
Chapter IV, RESOURCES. ... .iiveniuinrnneensrrasrsansonannnnnnes 8
| Ae WELALEEO s e et ettt e e e e et e e e e e 8
1. MammalS.iveeeannas csersanens ebeacaaassassaauns 8
2. BITAS .t et tnaee ettt e eraaa, 9
T T R 14
R U R, 14
D. Vegetation...evvveeseonsennsnes e arrre i e 15
E. MineralS...ceeeneess Cessceaeseaasesenasaneroaennnn 15
! F. PUblic USCuviveerneeverscenrnsncncnnnnssnsnssssoannes 16
Chapter V. MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT....... et 17
Chapter VI. SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONSIDERATION. .....en.nen... 18
® Chapter VII. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.......eevvens. cerees e 20
REFERmcEst"OOO.l"'.I..‘..‘.!...'..Il.O.l..‘.‘5.“'.....'... 22
PHOTOGRAPHS |
APPENDIX




LIST OF FIGURES

Figure 1. Semidi Naticnal Wildlife Refuge

‘Figure 2. Major Pelagic Bird Rockeries in the Semidi. Islands

- .Figure'S. . Proposed Semidi Wilderness Area -




PREFACE

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge lies 100 miles southwest of Kodiak
Island in the Western Gulf of Alaska. Refuge islands are characterized by

precipitous shorelines,important as nesting habitat for miilions of pelagic birds.

The nine named islands and small islets total 8,422 acres. In addition approx-

imately 248,000 acres of surrounding submerged lands are' included in the refuge.

The treeless islands are uninhabited byv man and are covered with subarctic

, vegetat';on. Millions of murres, kittiwakes, puffins, “fulmars, and other birds
inhabit the area. The refuge supports one of the largest Pacific fulmar colonies
in Alaska. Sea lions, hair seals, sea otters, and several species of whales
inhabit off-shore waters. Comﬁxercial fishing for halibut and king crab in refuge

waters is of substantial economic importance to American fishermen.

The area was established by Executive Order in 1932 for the protection of the
pelagic bird colonies and other forms of wildlife. It is now being reviewed, as
required by the Wilderness Act of 1964, for possible inclusion into the Naticnal

Wilderness Preservation System.




SEMIDI WILDERNESS STUDY

CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is located in the Gulf of Alaska
near latitude 56°N and longitude 157°W. The remote, treeless refuge

lies some 50 miles from the nearest Alaskan mainland and contains some

of the greatest pelagic bird colonies in North America. The area was
established as-a refuge and breeding groumd for its vast colonies of
seabirds and other forms of wildlife, by Executive Order 5858 on

June 17, 1932, It includes.all islands, rocks, and reefs and underxwater
lands 1ying_bétween parallels 55 degrees 57 minutes and 56 degrees

15 minutes north latitude, and meridians 156 degrees 30 minutes and

157 degrees longitude west. The refuge contains approximately 256,000

acres of which all but 8,422 acres are submerged lands (Figure 1).

The Semidi Islands are composed of nine major islands: Aghiyuk, Aghik,
Anowik, Kiliktagik, Chowiet, Aliksemit, Suklik, Kateekuk, South,and
numerous smaller islets and rocks. ‘Islands range in size from 8 to

3,000 acres/with Aghiyuk and Chowiet Islands the two largest in the
group. The former is approximately six miles long and at its widest
point is 2 miles in width. Its higheSt elevation is 1,024 feet. Chowlet
Island is approximately 4 1/2 miles in length and 3 miles in width with

the highest elevation 679 feet.

The shorelines of the islands are extremely precipitous with sheer rock

cliffs rising 100 to 200 feet in many places. There are only a few suit-




able bays for vessel anchorages. The only extensive gravel beach in the
island group is located on the east side of Aghiyuk Island ‘directly west of Aghik

Island.

There are no known shallow reefs within the refuge, except those adjacent to

exposed rocky shorelines. -

The marine waters within the refﬁge have not been charted in great detail. Water
depths drop rapidly to 10 and 30 fathoms around the islands according to Coast
and Geodetic Chart #8851 and 40 to 50 fathoms off-shore. A 100+ fathom trough

occurs east of the refuge boundary.

The islands are treeless, and support typical subarctic plant commmities with

prostrate shrubé, grasses and sedges predominate.

The Semidis are believed to have been glaciated during the Pleistocene and rise
as an erosional remant of a broad shoal on the Shumagin-Kodiak Shelf. They
consist of biotite-rich‘granédiorite except in northem Aghiyuk Island, which
contains fragments of dark siltstones and thin sandstones. Volcanic rocks are

not exposed on these islands.

The refuge's climate is polar maritime, typical of the western Gulf of Alaska,
with cool, cloudy summers, considerable fog, and mild winters. Storms are
frequent and winds exceeding 80 knots per hour can be expected. The mean annual

temperature is 40°F; with an average precipitation of about 60 inches. The

Alaska Current which passesrthe islands in a southwesterly flow has a moderating

effect on the regions climate. Pack-ice does not occur and the sea temperatures

range from 55.0°F in summer to 37.5°F in winter.




I ‘) Daily tides vary from a high of 10.9 feet to a low of -2.4 feet. The proposal
| : lies in the Pacific earthquake zone. Severe earthguakes may cause tidal waves which

in the past have caused considerable loss of life and property in adjacent regions.




Flgure 1. Location and b'ound'ary of the Semldi National Wildlife Refuge.
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GAAPTER II
STUDY /i REFUGE OBJECTIVES

The Wilderness Act of Septewber 3, 1964 (Public Law 88-577), requires the
Secretary of the Interior to review every roadless area of 5,000 gontiguous
acres or more and every roadless islénd within the National Wildlife Refuge
System and, within ten years after the effective date of the Act, report

to the President of the United States his recommendations as to the suitability
or non-suitability of éach such area or island as wilderness. In defining
wilderness, the Act permits review of roadless areas of less than 5,000 acres
that are of sufficient size to make preservation and use in an wnimpaired

" condition practical.

~

As annowunced in the Federal Register (Volume 35, No. 80, April 24, 1970), the
- Semidi National Wildlife Refuge contains potential wilderness resources that meet
the basic criteria contained in the Wilderness Act for detailed study to

determine suitability or non-suitability as wilderness.

The prinipal objective of field investigations was to evaluate, at the direction
of the Secretary of the Interior, the suitability or non-suitability of the
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, or a portion of the refuge, for inclusion in

the National Wilderness Preservation System.

In addition, field studies were designed to:
1. Clearly delineate and describe those areas within the refuge
that were found to be suitable for consideration as wildemness.
2. Clearly delineate and describe those areas within the refuge

that were found to be non-suitable as wilderness.




+ 3.  Determine whether classifying all or part of the refuge as
~wilderness would conflict with the purposes for which it was
established and is administered as a wnit of the National
Wildlife Refuge System.
4, Determine what conflicts or benefits there might be if all
or part of the refuge were ;1assified as wilderness by the

Congress of the Uni‘téd' States.

Refuge Objectives

A master plan has not been prepared on the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge.

The primary purposes of the refuge according to the current Refuge Objectives
 Statement is to preserve the breeding and feeding hsabitat of the pelagic birds

and marine animals endemic to the area.’

Because of the tremendousnumber of pelagic birds on the refuge the Semidis

serve a vital role in the overall Alaskan refuge system.




CHAPTER III
HISTORY AND LAND STATUS =~ .

A, History
The Semidi Islands are thoughtto have been discovered in August 1741 by

1

Vitus Bering who reportedly named them Tumannoi (Foggy) Islands. There does
seem to be some question to the validity of this discovery as he reported,
"high, large, wooded islands". It is now known the islands are not woode@,
but during foggy weather and at a distance, an error in vegetation could have

been made. Captain Cook sighted the islands on June 16, 1778. It is thought

the present word Semidi stems from the Russian word "'Sem' meaning seven.

Little history has been recorded on the islands since discovery although they
probably have been visited by humans at variocus times. The lone spruce tree on
Chowiet Islands was no doubt planted by man, and the remains of a barrel near

a Barbara found on Aghiyuk Island, indicates this occupancy was fairly recent.

-B. Land Status
There are no known private tracts within the refuge nor is it subject to any

Native land claims.

In recent years an agreement between the United States, Japan, and the Soviet
Union designated the waters between 56° and 56°19' latitude as a 1oéding zone

for fishing fleets of the latter two counfries operéting on the high seas near
this area. This loading zone covered most of the Semidi National Wildlife Refﬁge

marine waters. The agreement however was renegotiated with Japan in December 1972
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and is no longer valid. It wés cancelled primarily because of the possible
detrimental effects a loading area might have on pelagic birds. The agreement
1 will also be re-negotiated with Russia in February 1973. Similar decisions with

Russia are expected.

It has been determined by the Regional Solicitor, and the Associate Soliéitor,
Territories, Wildlife and Claims, U.S. Department of the.Interior, that the
Bureau of Sport Fisherieé and Wildlife has jurisdiction over all tidelands and
submerged lands located within that area encompassed with the legal description
in Executive Order 5858. These 1an&s did not pass to the‘Stat; of Alaska by the
~Statehood Act inasmuch as they were excluded by Section 6(e) of the Act.
Namigablevwaters overlying these tidelands an& submerged lands are, therefore,

also within the refuge (Price, 1970).

Executive Order 5858, dated June 17, 1932 established the refuge and Preéidential
Proclamation 2416 dated July 15, 1940 changed the name of the refuge from
Semidi Islands Wildlife Refuge to Semidi Natiorial Wildlife Refuge,




CHAPTER IV
RESOURCES

A, Wildlife
1. Mammals: Ground sqlﬁrfels are common on both Chowiet and Aghiyuk Islands.
They are the only known land mammals present. It isn't known for certain
whether these are endemic to thé islands or were introduced by man in more
recent times. The islands may have been used for fox-farming but records
of such an enterprise are not known. No evidence of fox was noted in a

1972 survey.

' Sea lions, hair seals, and sea otter inhabit adjacent marinewaters. A sea
lion rookery céntaining approximately 500 animals is located on the southemn
tip of Chowilet Island. Most of these animals were hauled out cn a large

" rock just south'of Chowiet in May 1972, Another 100 were seen on the north-
ern tip of Suklik Island. Gabrielson (1§68) also reported about 500 sea lions

off the southern tip of Chowiet in his 1940 visit to these islands.

. Hair seals Vwere scattered in May 1972 with approximately 60 hauled out on
the northwest portion of Chowiet Island and another 75 in the gravel beach on
the northeast side of Aghiyuk Island. An aerial survey on August 27, 1972
reve»aled séveral hundred hair seal on the northwest side of the latfer island> '
where none v{vere noted in May, This méy indicate greater populations of marine

mammals use the area during other seasons than those recorded in May.

Sea otter are present but in low numbers. Those observed in May 1972 were
single adults. The lack of kelp beds and shallow waters may be a factor in

the low sea otter population. Various species of whales and porpoise inhabit




the refuge waters. The more common species are the Pacific killer whale,

finback whale, sei whale, gray whale, sperm whale, and Dall porpoise.

2. Birds: The outstanding wildiife characteristic of the islands are the

extensive pelagic bird ﬁolonies which are some of the lafgest in Alaska.
Murres, kittiwekes, fulmars, and pufrins fill the cliff ledges like squads

of soldiers. Gabrielson (1968) described this scene in his 1940 wvisit,
‘%ﬁﬁqes hung like necklaces abéut the cliffs, each ledge and flat spot haying

its quota standing shoulder to shoulder. It looked like millions of murres''.

In cruising the shorelines there appears to be no end to the number of birds as
they crowd the rock ledges, thousands of wheeling birds speckle the skies, and
in places, the waters are black and white with feeding murres, kittiwakes, and

fulmars.

The most abundant species present was the common murre with a lesser number
-0of thick-billed murres. The largest colony was located on the northwes’cem
side of Aghiyuk I‘slanvd and the second largest én'the west side of Chowiet
Island (Figure 2), The only island in the group that did not contain murres
was Kiliktaglik. The murre populations census taken in May 1972 recorded
1,549,000 kbirds. These counts should be considered minimum population figures
és no attempts were made to census birds on nearby waters except for dense
concentrations immediately below the rookeries. In addition, these spring
counts were conducted prior to the entry of the current year's nesting pro-
duction into the population. The figures were obtained by estimating blocks
of birds on the cliffs as we cruised by and are cansidered estimates rather

than precise numbers.

The second most abundant species censused in 1972 was. the black-legged kitti-

wake with 420,000 recorded. Pacific fulmars were third with 386,000 and
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tufted puffins fourth with 80,000 birds.

Kittiwakes were closely associated with the murrés and often were mixed
within the same rookeries; with kittiwakes occupying one:ledge, murres the
next, kittiwakes the next, etc. In general there is a much closer assoc-

iation of rookery use between kittiwakes and murres than with fulmars.

Fulmars ‘are found on all thenislands but seemed to prefer less precipitous
slopes. . Favorite’nesting habitat are the canyons which indent the shoreline
on some islands, and ledges containing tufts of grass. Since about 90 percent
of the fulmars were of the dark phase variety, they blended éxtremely well
with their habitat and no doubt our couﬁts represent a smaller proporticﬁ of

the actual population than of some of the other more visible species.

Puffins were>on1y present on Aghik, Anowik, and Kiliktagik Islands. We
acconted for 80,00ﬁ birds which were allkof the tufted variety. Gébrielson
(1968j in his 1940 survey indiéated horned and tufted puffin were equally abund-
and. He also indicated many birds on both Chowiet and Aghiyuk Islands which
‘we failed to see. Possibly the time of the visit, since he surveyed the

area in August, may account for the difference.

Population estimates for the four species mentioned are given below by island:

Number of Birds

Island Murres Kittiwakes =~ = Fulmar Puffin
Aghiyuk 661,000 245,000 38,000

Choweit 435,000 | 55.000 30,000

South 50,000 30,000 5.000 -

Suklik : 95,000 65,000 ’ 65,000

Kateekth 22.000 1,000 08,000 |

Anowik 52,000 | 17,000 25,000 - 10,000
Aghik 39,000 42,000 55,000 ‘ 5,000.
Aliksemit 200,000 30,000 5,000

Kiliktagik e 65,000

—
fos oan R 586 000 20 000
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Glaucous-winged gulls and red-faced cormorants were also numerous and the

song sparrow was the most common passerine bird. Gabrielson (1968) reported
.the savammah sparrow the most common passerine. Three éagle nests were seen
~on Chowiet Island and juveniles were common. Eagles were seen on each island
and the nesting population probably included at least a dozen pairs. Petrals
were no apparent during the day, but wheeled and turned .continuously around our
anchor light at night. Two pairs of peregrin falcon were recorded and one pair |
occupied a nesting territory.

Gabrielson also lists the winter wren as a sub-species of the Semidi Islands and
reporfs it as beipjg resident to the islands.

A total of 33 species of birds, listed below, were identified during our May

visit:
Birds Seen _ Status
Yellow-billed loon ©one
Red-necked grebe ‘ four
Pacific fulmar . numerous
Fork-tailed petrel common
Leaches petrel , "+ common
Red-faced cormorant : conmon
Brant o 12
Pintail ' 2 pair
Shoveler ' me
Harlequin duck common
Common eider - COnmon.
Surf scoter : a few
Common scoter - , a few
Bald eagle ' . common-
Peregrine falcon 2 pair
_ Oystercatcher © Common.
Ruddy turnstone one
Parasitic.jaeger several pairs
- Glaucous winged gulls . numerous
Black-legged kittiwake ' numerous
Common murre ‘ , numeTous
Thick-billed murre common
Pigeon guillemot ' common
Parakeet auklet common.
Tufted puffin numerous
Raven , several
Water pipit conmnon

O~ ey N

......
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Savannah sparrow commen
Fox sparrow several
Song sparrow common
Winter wren several
Lapland longspur a few

In Gabrielson's 1940 and 1945 visits, he reported several species which we
failed to see. These included:
Pelagic cormorant
Horned puffin
Crested suklet
Northern phalarope
Snow bunting
Yellow warbler
Golden-crowned sparrow
Pileolated warbler
Hermit thrush
Alaska longspur
Thus, a total of 43 species of birds have been identified. No doubt meny others

are visitors during migratory periods and also are residents.

The pelagic birds colonies such as these on the Semidi Islands humbering in the
millions have a tremendous impact on their surroundings. This vast number of
birds utilize tons of food obtained from the sea, and their excrement, rich in
notash, retumed to the sea is important to the growth and abundance of small
marine organisms. These colonies have been called the fertilizer factories of
the northern seas, and are an important link in the intricate ecology of the area.
Thus off-shore waters within the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge are extremely
important to the welfare of the birds. We are fortunate in having control of the
surrotnding submerged lands, a control which is lacking for most sea bird refuges
in Alaska. The island actually would be of little importance if the vital marine

food resources were destroyed through man-made influences.

Aithough this study did not permit researching the inter-relationships of the

.

bonthar and their envivonment, Tuck (1960) renorted on such

A R T e AT
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studies for pelagic birds of the Atlantic Ocean, Fulmars and kittiwakes
feed principally on surface macroplankton, while murres are predominately
fish eaters and can dive to depths of 40 fathoms to obtain food. Tuck (1960)
states, "Adaptation to different types of food by selection of feeding

' habitat is a marked characteristic of the sea birds of the sea-cliff

nesting association. The Larus gulls feed close inshore, scavenge along

the shoreline, and prey on eggs in the murre colonies. Along the coast'are
found cormorants énd black guillemots; a little fartherout»gannets, razor-

bills, puffins and murres; farthest out are fulmars, kittiwakes, and petrals."

"The impact of a seabird colony is felt not only in the sea but also on the
cliffs, where a particularly rich and sbundant growth of nitfophilous plants
results from the accumulated!excrement. The growth of grasses and such
circumpolar northetn plantsas Oxyria and Cochlearia is more luxurient there
than elsewhere. This vegetation harbors an immense population of spiders,
springtails, mites, and insects.'"...''In closely packed séabird colonies, the

nitrogen concentration is so high that all the vegetation is scorched and

the cliffs are completely bare and of a light grayiéh colox™.

It may then be speculated that such large bird numbers are a vital link to
sea life and indirectly contribute to the welfare of the halibut, crab, and
other fish of great commercial importance which have a direct monetary

benefit to Alaskan fishermen.

During winter months many of the birds scatter over extensive areas of the

Pacific Ocean, thus contributing immensly to the total ocean ecosystem.
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B. Fish
Halibut is currently the major species sought. The refuge waters fall within
Halibut Regulatbry Area %A and also within Statistical Area 30 as recorded

by the Intemational Pacific Halibut Commission. The 60-mile Statistical

Area 30 includes all refuge waters but extends beyond the boundaries. The

statistical catch data therefore includes some fishing otutside the refuge
waters. Halibut catches in Statistical Area 30 from 1967 through 1971 were
3,361,000; 3,978,000; 3,470,06@; 5,915,000; and 2,134,000 pounds respectively.
The number of halibut véssels fishing one or more days in Area 30 for the

same years was 33,48,43,48,and 40 (Myhre, 1972).

Some king crab fishing also occurs, but again the statistical catch data for
surrounding waters is not confined soiely to refuge waters. The crab fishing
is considered rather small, however, end the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game only recorded catches in 1968 and'1966 in their statiétical sub-area
surrounding the Semidi Islands. The catch fcr 1968 was 1,637 crabs and 130

in 1966. No catch has been recorded since 1968 (Powell, 1972).

Commercial fishery valuves in refuge waters are therefore believed significant,

and should be treated as an important economic resource.

C. Water
No ponds or lakes are on the islands. Several small streams are located on
the two larger islands which are capable of supplying fresh water for a

small nutber of people that might use the area.

The off-shore waters, as already discussed, provide important hebitat for the

marine birds, mammals, and fish. Thers are no shallow lagoons, wi2r depths
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increase rapidly along the island shoreline. The marine waters support

the food resources on which the pelagic birds are dependent. Thé constant
stirring of the water from severe storms brings much of the macro-and micro-
zooplankton to the surface, where it is available to the birds. The vital
importance of these waters to the pelagic bird colonies is discussed under the

bird section.

D. Vegetation

The vegetation of the islands is of the low heather and grass types.
Calamagrostis and beach rye grass cover much of the islands with other grasses
and sedges mixed in. The darker spring vegetation consists of an extensive
coverage of crowberry mixed with prostrate willow and a small amount of
lowbush cramberry. In a few wetter sites dense stands of willow are present,
however, none of these are more than of knee height. Fireweed, cow parsnip,
yarIOW‘and;anemgne was alsovpresent. One lone spruce treé, about 15 feet in
heighf was found on the south end of Chowiet. This was probably transplanted

by man, since it was near some cabin remains.

The Semidl Islands have no known minerals of commercial value. 'Grantz an&
Cobb (1968) state:
"No deposits of minerals subject to leasing under the mineral leasing
laws have:been found in or near the areas embraced by the Simeonof
and Semidi National Wildlife Refuges except for some lignitic coal that
underlies an area of 35 or 40 square miles on Unga Island (Atwood, 1911,
p. 117-120), the largest of the Shumagin group. These cdal~bearing

rocks are entirely absent from Simeonof and the Semidi Islands. The
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_ granitic rocks that make up Simeonof and the Semidi Islands and the
‘rocks of Burk's Shumagin Formation which they intrude are types with

which the minerals subject to the leasing laws are not associated'.

The nearest reported mineral deposits are an oil seep near the mouth of

the Aniakchak River and copper, lead, and silver locations on Nakchamik Island.

F. Public USé

Because of its remoteness, lack of suitableu bays and anchorages, and adverse
weather, the refuge has recéived little public use. A few commefcial fisher-
~ men may at times anchor in its shallow bays. Several yeafs ago one vessel

- spent several days in the area commercially hunting hair seal. A nunber of
 vessels use the refuge waters during the halibut fishing season as discussed

under the "fish' section of this report.

o

The only recreational attraction that might be anticipated in the future is
people traveling through‘the islands by boat to observe and photograph the
tremendous bird rbokeries. Most of this would be off-shore use rather than

on-shore.

Possibly some scientific studies will be cr;mducted in the area in the future.
This would then result in ’at least some seasonal " use of the area by scientifif:'
personnel. Of course birds produced on the island migrate to other areas of

~ the world where they may be observed and provide aesthetic attraction of

international valte.
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CHAPTER V
MANAGEMENT AND DEVELOPMENT

No developments on the island are plamned in the immediate future, -If
scientific studies are wndertaken on a seasonal basis, a small tabin or

shelter may be required.

The area is not under active management at present. Any census and patrol
activities would probably be conducted by aerial means or from a large

vessel.

The refuge has always been managed as a wildemess; therefore wilderness

status would not affect past management or change in present administration.




CHAPTER VI

‘ : SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CONSIDERATION
The islands, as mentioned previously, are. rarely visited by man. Placing
| these into the National Wilderness System would ncjchange the use present
\ . .
today. Suitable harbors and adequate fresh water supply are non-existent;
therefore it is unlikely that an)g industry such as commercial canning

operations for fishery resources would desire to locate in such an area.

Refuge waters do pr@vide economic use by commercial fishermen, particularly
halibut fishermen. If these waters were given wilderness status it would
not affect these commercial fishing operationsAproviding the use of motors
was permitted. If;"however, under wilderness status, motorboats were not

permitted, then there would be an economic loss to the fishermen now using

. the area.

As mentioned previously, the area was a loading zone for Japanese fishing
fleets and as of this writing still is for Russian fleets. Possible harmful
effects to bird life could result from this type of activity and closure of

the water$ to such use should be considered.

There is no evidence of Native use in recent times and none of the area
qualifies for Native selection. Therefore any action proposed regarding
wilderness status would not affect Native land selection rights under terms of

the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

The nearest exisiting wilderness area is the 0,402 acre Tuxedni Wildermess,
consisting of 2 small islands 210 miles to the northeast il Cook Inlet.

‘ Proposals for 301,451 acres of wilderness on the Izembek Refuge and 25,140

acres on Simeonof Island were transmitted to Congress from the White House
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in April 1971. Wilderness proposals are currently being developed for

both the Aleutian Islénds and Kodiak National Wildlife Refuges. In addition,
the National Park Service has proposed that approximately 2.5 million acres
of Katmai National Monument be désignated as wilderness. Katmai lies about

130 miles northeast of the Semidi Islands on the Alaska Peninsula.

The village of Chignik with 83 residents is the nearest area of human
settlement. It lies zbout 60 miles northwest of the Alaska Peninsula.

The city of Kodiak with a population of about 3,800 is the largest conmumify
| in the region. Anchorage, Alaska's largest city, is 430 miles to‘the |

" northeast, and has a census division population of 124,542,




®

‘Halibut and some king crab fishing occurs in the waters of the refuge and the area

"/f.a\J"

(HAPTER VIT
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge lies in the Gulf of Alaska southwest of
Kodiak Island, It was established by Executive Order 5858 on Jume 17, 1932, and
contains 8,422 acres of surface lands and approximately 248,000 acres of submerged

lands.

The refuge consists of nihe.small islands, numerous smaller roc:}(s, and islets.
The larges;: island is approximately 6 miles in length and 3,000 acres in size.
The shoreline of the islands are extremely precipitous with many rock ledges rising
200 feet perpéndicular above the sea. The sub-arctic vegetation consists primariiy
of crowberry, sedges, grasses, and prostrate forms of willow. The climate is

maritime with frequent storms, fog, and rain.

Its major attractions are the extensive pelagic bird colonies with murres,
kittiwakes, fulmars, and puffins the predominate species. It contains one of the
largest Pacific fulmar colonies in Alaska waters. Bald eagles and peregrin falcons

nest on the steep ledges as do a variety of less numerous birds.

Ground squirrels are the only land mammals present and sea lions, hair seals, and
sea otters utilize the adjacent marine waters. Several species of whales, porpoises.

and other marine mammals inhabit the off-shore marine waters.

is a loading and wnloading zone for Russian fishermen by an international agreement.
This agreement will be reconsidered in February 1973, The former Japanese agreement

was cancelled in De‘aérrber 1972.

The surrownding submerged lands and marine waters within the refuge are of extrenme
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importance since the vast colonies of birds are deﬁendent on the marine food
resources for survival. They in tum through feeding habits and potash-rich

excrement provide a vital link in the intricate ecology of the area.

~ The islands are uninhabited and are currently of wilderness character. Mamagement

plans are to retain the islands in a natural state as at present.

It is recommended that all of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge bé placed into
the National Wildemmess Preservation‘System. The marine waters are utilized by
commercial halibut and crab fishermen and since these vessels are equipped with
motors and since this is an established use, it is further recommended that such

motorized use be permitted to continue as provided for in the Wilderness Act.

.Wildemess designation will provide additional protection to this vast marine

ecosystem.

A alternative proposal could exclude the marine waters and only include the islands.
The marine waters, however, are vital to the well-being of the wildlife and any
detrimental effects to theée waters cduld seriously jeopardize this wildlife.
Wilderness protection would provide better assuranc‘e that possible detrimental uses

of the marine waters and submerged lands, such as oil and mineral development,

would occur.




eIy
S Sl M

| 7 DN _;("“?\P
MDCD |E/r PROPOJRL

-
oo b J Lo
V?OGU i Sé:_lu‘ P}‘fﬂ\gl\io‘{\;é r?ﬁ-d:{.:’rf.:p".r- L - r"'&:{;.c&gjff; ]55030‘w
b .
e e 2 okt 4 S o S . e e A Mt o i . o = i, i = e . P o i e i s 0 ¢ G
At . , 155019 U |
i % :
| | |
1 { '
! 1
i v oL, O, AGHIKISLAND :
i ! . A '3
| L AGHIVUK ISLAND o X §
1 ' - .(x }‘ i’
. - at L u: !
o .- RQ i 312 ;
: < . T UNGRL _',‘3' i
S - i |
s | |
: Doyritio o0 =
; fiu./ '1 \_// /? g
i A | ;
| - ' ANOWIK :
, . RN f
v 3 H
i 7, KRTEGKURISLAND ,,: 3 ML...:RG coinn |
1 . A . 1
| % R :f»-f"y !
. a H
i v 258 (f:j \.{\ : m sum KISLAND §
' - CHOWIEY xsumo x\ ‘,é'f;f @\J\ ‘ i
| , b |
i 3, ,
i Wy |
.
(I (3 ) R ).. ‘____;
5% gg'p;%—-—- 5‘.\ . i ) \‘C’) ALMSCF{IE. ISLAND ‘5%) o'y
| 7 © SOUTHISLAND iy _ i
. TINT | |
oy :
[ } o
53057 L o e e e e ST
w1tuo'w s I e WO j ooty

~ e o o o o e i = e REFUGE AND PROPOSED
WiLDERNESS GOUNDARY

'\“
fé/i,
2
=
P
v
-
>
-
_
=3
ol
3o
©
o

L f’v\'t\\‘,\\ Figure 3. Proposed Semidi Wilderness Area

N e it ' OCTOBIR-1672
3 e .
SEMID] ISLANDS _ PRILIVINARY = SUTIECT TO CHANGE




“22-

REFERENCES

1. Baker, Marcus. 1906. . Geographic chtlona;y of.Alaskaa Washington,.
1906 Govt. Printing Office, Dﬁpt of Interior, USGS 561 pp.

2. Burk, C. A. 1965. '"Geology of the Alaska Peninsula-island arc and
 continental margin", Geological Society America Memoir 99, 250pp.

- 3. Cob, E. H., A. Wanek, A. Grantz, and C. Carter. 1968. '"Summary Report

- on the Geology and Mineral Resources of the Bering Sea, Bogoslof,
Simeonof, Semidi, Tuxedni, St. Lazaria, Hazy Islands, and Forrester
Island National Wildlife Refuges, Alaska'. Geol. Survey Bull. #1260 K.
U.S. Gov. Printing Office, Washington, D. C. 27pp. ' ‘

4. Gabrielson, Ira. 1968. Personal Communication, letter in‘BSFGW files,
Anchorage, Alaska.

5. Golden, F. A. Beriﬁgs Voyages. "Am. Geog. Soc., N. Y. 1925. Res. Ser.
#2. 63 pp. ' .

6. Hilley, Clarence C. 1953. Alaska Past and Present. Portland, Oregoﬁ,
1958. S0pp. A

7. Myhre, Richard J. 1972. Personal commmication, letter in BSF&W files,
Anchorage, Alaska. ' : :

8. Orth, Donald J. 1967. Dictionary of Alaska Place Names. U.S. Gov.
Printing Office. Washington, D. C. 853 pp. ‘

9. ‘Powell Guy 1972. Personal communlcatlon to Jim Branson, letter in
BSF&W files, Anchorage, Alaska.

10. Price, Robert. 1972. Personal communication. (Regional Solicitor).

11.. Tuck, leslie M. 1960. The Murres. Canadian Wildlife Service; Dept.
of Northern Affairs and.Natlonal Resources, Ottawa, Canada. 260 pp.




APPENDIX




SECTION II. MINERAL APPRAISAL'
REPORT



R L A PR R L L AT ST

STUDIES RELATED TO WILDERNESS
WILDLIFE REFUGES

The Wilderness Aot (Public Law 8§8-377, Sept. 8, 1964)
directs the Secretary of the Interior to review roadless
arcas of 5,000 contiguous acres or more, and every road-
less islang, within the national wikllife refuges and game
. ranges under his jurisdiction and to report on the snit-
. ability or nonsuitability of cach such area or island for
. preservation as’wilderness, As one aspect of the suit- .
ability studics, existing published and unpublished data ;
' on the geology and the occurrence of minerals subject to :
leasing under the mineral leasing laws are assembled in
bricl reports on cach area, This bulletin js one such report
and is onae of a serics by the .8, Geological Survey and
the U.8, DBurenu of Mines on lands under the jurisdiction C k
of the U.8, Department of the Interior. ! ;
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are plasiered against the steep north and east elifls of (;acn.}o Hock and
fomx an extensive terrace that slopes to the northeast. The youngest
volcanic unit in the wiidlife refuge is the dome for *ncd m 1927 by the

_viscous extrusion of basalt at the westernmost bulge of Bocroﬂof

Island.

Beaches composed of rounded cobbles and boulders as much as 6
feet in diameter extend southeastward from Castle Reck and both
northeastward and southeastward from the rocky cliffs cut in the
basalt dome. Sand makes up the beach cast of the avea underlain by
ash and agglomerate and the beach at the southeastern spit of Bogoslof.
Sand and gravel containing scattered cobbles and boulders border
the salt-water lake on three sides and merge into the beaches.

MINERAL RESOURCES

There are no deposits of minerals subject to leasing under the min-
eral leasing laws or to location in the Bogoslof National Wildlife Ref-
uge. Isolation precludes any possibility of utilizing the voleanic rock
or beach deposits as construction materials. (

SIMEONOF AND SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGES

By ARTHUR GraxTz and Eowarp H. Cosn-

SUNMMARY

Granitic rocks and surficial deposits make up the isiands and islets in the
Simeonof and Semidi National Wildlife Refuges. No deposits of minerals subject

to leasing under the mineral leasing laws or to location are kuown in either .

refuge.
INTRODUCTION

This report is based on a 3-day reconnaissance of the outer Shumagin
Islands by Grantz in June 1962, some of the results of which have been
published (Grantk, 1963}, and on other published reports.

Simeonof Island, the most easterly of the Shumagin Islands, is near
lat 55° N. and long 155° W. and is about 330 miles from Kodiak, the
nearest city and major supply center (fig. 1). The Shumagin Islands
(fig. 4) were named by Vitus Bering for one of his sailors who died and
was buried there in 1741 during Bering’s second voyage, the explora-
tion which discovered Alaska (Baker, 1906, p. 573). It is noteworthy
that Georg Wilhelm | tellem who made the first recorded geologic
obsorvations in Alaslka while serving as physician and naturalist for
Bering on this voyage, recorded each major rock type in the outer
Shumarrms in his journal {Grantz, 1963, p. B106; Golder, 1995, p 79).
Suneonof was called Semenovskiye (Simon) by the Russians and has
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been known since by that name, by the native name Tiakinak, and by
variants of both (Balker, 1906, p. §76).

Simeonof Island (fig. 3) rises as an erosional remnant from a broad
shoal on the Shumagin-Kodiak Shelf and is composed of two bedrock
islands joined by a sand bar. The composite island is crudely equidi-
mensional and has a total area of about 1714 square miles. Steep hills
with bedrock at or near the surface occupy an aggregate area of about
314 square miles; the hills are surrounded by a lake-dotted surface of
low relief that is underlain by surfieial deposits. The island can be
reached by light plane, small- or medium-sized boat, or helicopter
from Sand Point (fig. 4), a town with a population of about 225 that
is served by a scheduled airline frem Anchorage. Early in the 20th
century Simeonof Island was used as a blue-fox farm (Baker, 1906,
p. 576), and it has since been the site of a cattle ranch. In 1962 several
dozen beef cattle and a few horses were on the island, but-there Wwere no
permanent inhabitants, though at the head of Simeonof Harbor there
was a modest ranchhouse, with outbuildings, that appeared habitable
(fig. 5). Simeonof Harbor, which is on the west side of the island near
its north end, is protected from winds, and the inner anchorage has 2

fathoms of water at low tide. Small airplanes having wheels can land

on a beach near the harbor. Vegetation is’restricted to o few trees
planted near the ranch buildings and to low Arctic-type plants.

The Seniidi Nubional Wildlife Refuge comprises the Semidi Islands,
which are near lat 56° N, and long 157° W, and lie about 50 miles from
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the Alaska Peninsula between the Shumagin Islands and Kodiak
Island (fig. 1). The Semidi Islands ave a group of seven small islands,
soveral islets, and of'shore reefs and ledges with u total area of about
1514 square miles (fig. 6). Like Simeonof Island, they are erosional
remnants on the Shwmagin-Kodiak Shelf. The 1slands, bounded by
steep and practically unscalable cliffs, rise to elevations of from 345 to
more than 1,000 feer (U.S. Coust wud Geudetic Survey, 1964, p. 181-
132). The islands are thought to have been discovered by Bering in 1741.
Because sem is Russian for the numeral seven (Baker, 1906, p. 561),
it seems probable that the name refers fo the seven istands of the group.

s

.
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The islands ave nearly inaccessible, but the UsS. Coast and Geodetic .
Survey (1964, p. 131) lists three anchorages in the group. The south- '
central part of Aghiyuk Island is a grassy plateau from which the
highest point in the group vises. The ridges on Chowict Island are
covered with grass and alders (U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey, 1964,

p. 131).
GEOLOGY

A thick sequence of dark-gray graywacke sandstone, black’
argillite and slate, and some conglomerate underlies a large part
of the extensive Shumagin-I{odiak Shelf, including much of the outer
Shwmagin Tslands and the Kodiak Ysland group. These rocks are part
of the great “slate and graywacke belt” of coastal southern Alaska.
‘Ihoy were named the Shunagin Formation by Burk (1965, p. 88-T1)
but have been variously called the Sunrise Series, the Valdez Group,
and tho Yalkutat Group where they extend into the Kenai- Chugach-St.
1elins Mountains of south-central Alaska. These rocks ave intruded by

276-018 O~ 67 ~ 3
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many granitic plutons, one of which, the Shumaain batholith, is af

~least 30 miles in diameter and underlies Simeonof Island (Burk, 1965,
p. 110; Grantz, 1963, p. 13108). Another underlies the Semidi Islands

. {Burk, 1965, pt. 8). Fossils collected from Burk’s Shumagin Fornvation
on Nagai Island in the Shumagin group inelude an /noceramas, which
defines theage of the rocks only as Jurassic or Cretaceons (Burk, 1965,
p- 66). On the basis of lithologic evidence, however, Burk (1965, p. 68)
speculates that his Shumagin Formation may be of middle to Late
Cretaceous age. Potassium-argon ages indicate that the Shumagin
batholith, which intrudes the Shumagin FFormation, is Paleocene
(Burk, 1965, p. 110).

Plutonic vocks malke up Simeonof and neighboring islands. Four
samples are light-gray medium-grained biotite granodiorite; a fifth
sample, from southern Nagai, is biotite adamellite, a closely related
rock (Grantz, 1963, p. B108). The Senudi Islands consist entirely of

“biotite granodjorite with the possible exception of what may be argil-
Jaceous material in a shear zone on Aghiyuk Island (Burk, 1965, p.
110). On Simeonof Island, bedrock beneath the lake-dotted surface
of low relief, a wave-cut platform, is overlain by unconsclidated de-
posits of variable thickness. In o few places, the thickness of these de-

posits probably exceeds a few tens of feet. In two places that were

visited deposits consist of beach and windblown sand, but featuves ob-
served on aerial photographs suggest that in other places they consist
of glacially deposited material (D. M. Hopkins and D. 8. McCulloch,
oral commun., 1962).. Other unconsolidated deposits are small areas
of alluvium and colluviwm next to steep-sided hills, inactive vegeta-
tion-covered sand dunes, and bare beach sand and active sand dunes.
Ixamination of aerial photographs suggests that the small amount of
unconsolidated material on the Semidi Islands consists mainly of thin
goil and windblown material, a narrow steep beach at the head of a
bight on the east coast of Aghiyuk Island, and a little bare sand at the

head of small inlets.
MINERAL RESOURCES

No deposits of minerals subject to leasing under the mineral leasing
laws have been found in or near the areas embraced by the Simeonof
and Semidi National Wildlife Refuges except for some lignitie coal
that underlies an area of 335 or 40 square miles on Unga Island (At-
wood, 1911, p. 117-120), the largest of the Shumagin group (fig. 4).
These coai-bearing rocks are entirely absent from Simeonof aund the
Semidi Islands. The granitic rocks that make up Simeonof and the

Semidi Islands and the rocks of Burk’s Shumagin Formation wliieh -

they intrude are types with which the minerals subject to the leasing
laws are not associated. Lode deposits containing base and precious

.
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mebals have been found in rocks correlalive with e Shumagin Forma-
tion in other parts of Alaska and in voleanie rocks on Unga and Popof
Islands (fig. 4) (Atwood, 1911, p. 125-127). Volcanic rocks, however,
are not exposed on Simeonof or the Semidi Islands, so that similar Jodes
will not be found on them. A little gold has been recovered from beach
placer deposits near Sand Point on Popof Island (Atwood, 1911, p.
125). Although it is not impossible that some of the sands on Simeonof
Island mwht be auriferous, no gold placers have been reported, and
the dzsmnce from source lodes would make their presence highly un-
likely. Under certain economic conditions, such as aceessibility and
proximity to markets, granitic rocks can be valuable for dimension
stone, riprap, road metal, and similar uses, but the isolation of the
islands would preclude the development of such mineral resources in
the Simeonof and Semidi Wildlife Refuges. ’

TUXEDNI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

N By ALEXANDER A. WANER
SUMMARY

Chisik Island, the site of the Tuxedni National Wildlife Xiefuge, is nade up
of gedimeutary rocks of Jurassic age. Test wells drilled in the Tuxedni Group:
of rocks at Oil Bay, Dry Bay, and Fitz Creek about 40 miles southwest of Chisik
Island have produced numercus oil and gas shows, but no commerical production.
No test wells have been drilled on Chisik Island, but the. absence of favorable
structures and the fact that possible reservoir rocks are neas the surface are
not favorable indications for potential petroleum. No mineral deposits are
known on the refuge ang there is no record of mineral production.

INTRODUCTION

The Tuxedni National Wildlife Refuge includes all of Chisik Is-
land, which is located at-the mouth of Tuxedni Bay on the west side
of Cook Inlet about 120 miles southwest of Arichorage, Alaska (fig. 1).
Chisilc Island is roughly wedge shaped and has an arca of approxi-
mately 9 square iniles. It is 614 iniles long and about 21 miles wide
across the north part of the island but narrows to less than one-fourth
mile at its southernmost point. Tuxedni Bay is very shallow except for
Tuxedni Channel which separates Chisik Island from the mainland
approxiimately % to 2 miles away. Most of Tuxedni Bay is dvy at low
tide, and even at high tide much of the bay is shallow. High winds and

tricky tidal currents at the head of Tuxedni Bay make hndmw in the
area by seaplane or boats quite hazardous. During the salmon season,
a cannery, the Snug Harbor Packing Ce., is in oper ation in the sonth-
ern part of Chisik Ib]dlld, where a safe harbor is available. There areno g
roads on the island éxcept within the cannery site. A large colony of
black-legged kittiwake and associated seafow] nest on Chisik Island.
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PREFACE

The nine 1slands comprising the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge
are planned for inclusion in the National Wilderness Preservation‘Systenu
The extremély isolated,’rugged islands are administered by the Aleutian
Islands Hefuéeéwith headquarters at Cold Béy, Alaska. No Bureau personnel
or facilities grekstatipned at the refugé. The Semdidl Islands best be
pfeserved in tteir present cumplétely undisturbed state. With the exception
of bilolegical ;esearch, no reascnable amount of additicnal funds will increase

benefits prcd@bed by the refuge.
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v REFUGE_OBJECTIVE STATEMENT

Semidl National Wildlife Refuee

Nearest town . .
. or post office: Chignik _ Region: Alaska Area

County: - Alaskaj . Congressional District: 00
State: Alaska | . Flyway: Pacific

I. BACKGROUND |

A,

.

D.

Establishment authority

Eﬁecutive Order Ho. 5858 signed by President Herbert Hoover
on Juné 17, 1932, set aside the following lslards Co be reserv
from ail forms of appropriaticon urder the public land 1aws:'
Aghiyﬁk, Chowiet, Kateekuk, Anowik, Kiliktaglik, Suklik, Aghik,

Aliksemit, -and South Island.

‘Primary purposes

The area was set aside as a refuge and breeding ground for
wild birds and game ahd fur animals, primarily ccmﬂmzanﬁs, alcids,
galls; Ikdttiwakes, Fulmars, guillemots, petrels, oystercatchers,
and other land and sea birds. Proteetion also is afforded sea
otters and other marine marmals. Extreme isolation ard lack of
good landfalls preclude. general public use.

Special camitments

The executive order ls subject to sxdisting valid rights.
Wilderness status is plammed for the islands. o

General aspects of the refuge

The Semidi Islards, located about 60 miles south of the Alaska

 Peninsula near Chlgnik, are a group of nine islands, several islets,
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and offshore reefs and WazsAaswith a total aréa of about 256,000

acres.. The two largest islands are Ag iyuk and Chowiet. Aghiyuk:
has the: gmup 3 nighest peak, 1, L)&Ll feet, Chowietis hi@est

elevation is 810 feet;, with three lessw hills rising to elevatlions

: of‘ cver 459 Ieet.

#ne Se'nidi Islands are bounded by steep cliffs overlooking
narrm’i' rocky beaches. Aghdyuk and Chowiet bave gva,ss«-covémd
rldgﬁé and plateaus, and their higher elevztiong are ceversd by
heatn and scattered rocky outcpops;- Alder is scattered over the

{ .
treeless 1slands at varlous elevations, and wildflowers adorn them

" m-'sd{nﬁer. Song Sparrows, Winter ‘vir'ehs, and Common BEiders inhabit

the beach rye bordering rough ‘oéaches; T.é.pland Tongspurs and
Savannan Sparroz-is nest on the grassy hills and plateaus, Yellow

and dilson s Warblers, Fox and Golden-crovmed Sparrows, and an

< el ot i ..
p/ 7v v', 5 - L VA L

occasional Hermit mrush are found in alder tnic.«eto, Water Piplts
and Snow Buntm:rs Drooably nest at higher elevations. - large numbers
of Fulmars, Black—legged_}(ittiwakes s Common Murres, Pelagic and

fled=-faced Cormorants; puffins nest along the ¢liffs, Gabrlelson in

Birds of Alaska deséribes the combined Eulrrar colonies on Chowlet

and Aghiyuk as one of the four larg;est in Alaska., Bald Hagles

' are comon in the Semldls, and nests were discovered in May 1972.

Glaucous-winged Gulls and Black Oysterfcatchex"s fregquent the small

inieta, frpntien ormvmd sond
iZiers APCLLe Zrouma saiary

rrel:

g
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abundant on Thowsdit and
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VAghiyuk; harbor seals and sea lions are oczmon‘}thr'oughoui: the islémdg s

and sane sea otters cccur,
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II. QUAII“APIVF OBJECTIVES

'A.

B.

D.

Wildlife intcrnrgtation

The remoteness, lack of travel means to the islands,

characteristic fcul weather, and unsuitable landing areas preclude

'1nterpretative programs. Moreover, no facilities or personnel are

conteMDlated for these rugged islaryds, -

Environmental educatlon

No objectivas are set for the same reasons as wildlife '
inteﬁpretation,

Wildiife consumptive recreation -

JBunting, fishing, and trapping are not permitted ( 50 CFR Part
32 and 22 and Executive Order 5858); nelther are they refuge

objectives.

Wildlife'nonmconsumptive recreatlon

1. 'Wikdiife observation

| A uniqué experlence of bird and marine marmal observations
.in a pristine setting beckons the few individuals able to reach
the remote lslands.

2. Photography

Unusual and exciting pbotographic opportupities awalt ﬁhose

able to get thefé.

3. Off refuge |

It would be unwise to publicize on televisicn, radic, or

in newspapers a virtually inaccessible'refuggAwhere ﬂisturbance X

of colonial neéting sea birds would be deleteriéus. But the

wildlife resources of these islands could be made known in

¢

"Alaska Magpzine's" refuge series, -

N
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Non-wildlife oriented recreation

Th2 extreme isolation plus anticipated wilderness status of

the refuge preclude non=-wildlife orientc. recreation,

Professional services

o |
o 1-;
|

H.

2e

Refuge publications and sﬁudies '

The Semidi Islands with their huge sea bird rookeries
ha\:é béer_‘ very ».poorlz; documented, The only visit to the islémis
by refuge persomnel was by a wilderness:study team in May 1972,
The extremely isoclated 1slahds pré%:idé a model study area of
urxiistrubed habltats and populations, |
Ecological monitorjng

. The extreme 1solation of the area makes Asuch activities
impractical. |
‘Banding

Banding 1s impractical on these remote islar;ds.

- Natural environments preserved

The main objective 1s to maintain the refuge's natural, undisturbed

character as a designated wilderness area,

Wildlife

1.

2e

. Peripheral specles

- Protéctién’of the Red-faced Cormorant and othar nesting
, pela.;?;ic birds 1s ef ‘prinwry cencern,
Status undetermined specles °

‘e 1slands constitute the only homs of the Semldl Winter
Wren, making protection of this subspecies an important |

consideration.
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National unique specie.,

Presemtion of the islands' sea otters will be assured
Special recognition species

-Semidi Islands Refuge will be mintained in its pr*esent

natural condition to provide optir};um habitat for grebes ». loons,

mm, petrels, terns, gulls, élcids, shorebirds; and- all

© obher birdlife found there.

un
| S—

Eagles
A few Bald Eagles nest on the islands,
Other raptors

The refuge will protect Peregrine Falcons and other birds

of prey.

Te

9.

Wildlife diversity
Present ,_Mgen@ specles will be :per;zetuated; -
Waterfowl maintenance
Wintering ]ir@eror Geese and sea ducks ﬁequént the islands,

Waterfowl production

Common Elders nest on refuge beaches.

(Tnis completes output capabilities for this refuge)




Current Outp\,its

=% i . - &
SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIVE REFUCE
RBU_COMPUTATION
Estimated Estimted RBU

“Average Number X Kumber Days x Value

Total
= Ri3U's

Publications & Studies

Unpublished Refuge Orlented Studies bw refuwe personnel (wilderness study

= 100 BOOg RBU)

, ‘Ai’:i.ldlife

Peripheral sp)ecies

 Red-faced Cormorant ¥

Status undeteirmined

Winter Wren

National unique specAies

Sea 6tter- H

{

- Special recormition
."sryec'les
R

-
Cormorants :ﬁ
Grebes ¥

loons 3

Gulls & Terns 3¢
Aleids =
~ Oystercatchers »*

Snipe & Sandpipers
Phalaropes
jaegers /
Bald Fagle

. Other raptors

Pulmars & Petrels

Plovers & Turnstones

100 365 10
1,000 % 10
20 o 365 50
200 365 0.5
100 180 .;‘0‘5
50 265 05
400,000 100 0.5
45%@01’) 100 ' 0.5
1,700,000 100 0.5
- 20 365 0.5
200 60 605
56 60 0.5
o 60 0.5
o w T s
20 365 f s
10 ; ' g ,,2?0 :' . 1:

ey

365,000

3,650,000

365,000

36,500

9,000

18,250
20,000,000
22,500,000

85,000,000
3,700

6,000

1,500

1,500

906
36,500

2,700




Current Outpubs
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SEMIDT NATIONAL WILDLITE REFUGE

RBU COMPIFTATICH

Estimated " RBU
Number Davs x Value

Estimted Total -
FBU's

fverage Number x

g ]

Waterfowl Malntenance .

¥Gease

¥ Ducks

w00 0 180 1 18,000

500 180 1 - 90,000
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' SEMIDI NATTONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

RBU COMPUTATION

Estimated Number R8sy

&

Total

Current Oubtputs of Young Fledped Value RBU's
".«Jateri‘owl Production
Ducks - Group 3 . o A ‘
(Cormon Eider) 100~ - 200 20,000
v




, ouMIDT HATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUCE

‘ . BBU COMPUTATION
OBJECTIVES

YH1dlife non-consumptive
recreation

Other pubiished articles
"Alaska iMogazine™ (cne article x 3,000 = 3,000 RBU)

Professional services

Hefuge oriented studies published by refuge pérsonnel ‘

General avifauna (one study x 500,000 = 500,000 RBU) A e e §
Refuge orilented unpublished studies by refuge personnel z
General avifaunz (cne stud; x 50,000 = 50,000 RBU) o
Wildlife
. Objectives RBU computation = current outputs.,
s’

2
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BIRDS OF THE SE¥IDI ISLANDS NATIQUAL WILDLIFL REFUCE

Common  Loan
Yellow=blilled Toon
Red-necked Grebe
Mylmar .
Slender-billed Shearwater
Fork-tailed Petrel
Leachdds Petrel
Pelagic Cormorant
Red-faced Cormorant
Black Brant

Emperor Goose
Fintail

Shoveler

Oldsquaw

Harlequin Duck
Steller's Lider
Common Elder
White-winged Scoter
3urf Scoter

Commen Scoter

Bald Eagle
Peregrine Falcon
Black Cystercatcher
uddy Turmstone
Reock Sandpiper

MATALS
BT TN

Steller sea lion
Harbor seal

Sea otter

Arvetic ground sguirrel

~Horthern Phalarope

Parasitic Jaeger
Glaucous-winged Gull
Black-legied Kittiwake
Arctic Tern

Comon Murre .
Thick«billed Murre
Pigeon Guillemot
Cassin's Auklet

Parakeet Auklet

Crested Auklet

Horned Puffin

Tufted Puffin

Cormon Raven

Winter Wren

Hermit Thrush

Water Pipit

Yellow Warbler
Wilson's Warbler
Gray=-crowned Rosy Finch
Savanrah Sparrow
Golden-crowned Sparrow
Fox Sparrow

Song Sparrow

ILapland Longspur

Snow Bunting

U S\uuévv.f i
e
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Region. :
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. QUANTIFIED'FQ OBJECTIVES

Page 1

Refuge _ Semidi NWR CFY _73 3510-03
: CURRENT % OBJECTIVE LEVEL § OBJECTIVE § OBJ. in other FORMS
. Output , — g 4 in OTU CAP¢# ,
Code Output Outputs |RBU's (thou.) § Cutput| RBU's (thou.)d or PEAK  § No. Units
Other published B 4
C 314 articles 0 0§ vk
. | R/0 publications
501 (refuge staff) 0 o # 1 500}
' R/0 unpublished , . .
503 {(refupe staff) 1 100 B 1 100 %
| Environments k- o é
600 _ | preserved sH 256,000 5,120 1§256,000! 5,120 -
620 Wildurness areas, 0 0 g 1 17,550 §
701 | peripheral birde 36,500 365 g 36,500 365 i )
) Status undetermined 4 : g
701 |birds {365,000 3,650 365,000 3,650 N
710 | sea otter 7,300 365 N _ 7,300 365 &
720 | Loons 18,250 9 § 18,250
720 | Grebes 18,000 9 18,000
° . \ 3 u !
720 | Fulmars, petrels 0,000,000 20,000 §40,000000 -~ 20,0008
720 | Cormorants - ¥ 73,000 37 K 73,000
soe % ‘
720 Oystercatchers 7,300 4 7,300 B _
. : I ‘!
720 Plovers, turnstones 12,000 6 812,000
7720 Sandpipers 3,000 2 3,000
720 | Phalaropes 3,000 2 3,000

I
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' Regiong 6 Al. quawTIFIEU bE OBJECTIVES page 2 o
' ~ Refuge Semidi NWR _ ‘ V FY 73 - Station)No.- -3510-01 |
. CURRENT ‘OBJECTIVE LEVEL OBJECTIVE E 0BJ. in other FORMS
. Output — — §in OTU CAP#~ e
Code ~ Qutput {EXPR { 'Outputs RBU's (thou.) g Output| RBU's (thou.)§ or PEAK  § No. Units
720 | Jaegers | ‘ 1,800 1 ' 1,00 1)
720 | Gulls & cerns ;s,ooo,_ooo 22,500 15,000,600_ 22,5000
720 | Alcids 70,000,000 85,000 1.70,000 000 85,000
V:'fzorj Kagles 73000 37 7,300 R 37
720 | Other raptors i2,,700 | 3 8 2,700 3
730 Wildlife divers:ty 115 | 23,000 115 : 23,000
941 Geese ' 18,000 18 E 18,000 | A 18’ 7
742 | Ducks 90,000{ 90 & 90,000 90
" | Production: '

803 Ducks - Group 3

100 ‘ 20

-
n

TOTALS 160,338 178,391 I
3 : 5 g
’mf e ‘i
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@ - DEPARTHENT Br TUE BITERIOR-
: . Fishand Wildlife Serdce :
SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Wilderness Proposal: Cancellation o?
Public Hearing

Notlce of the public hearing for the
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge wilder-
ness preposal pubniished on page 26743 of
the December 15, 1972, issue of the Pep-
£ral Recisten as Document T2-21597 is
hereby cancelled.

SreENCER H. SmaTH,
Director, Burean of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife.
Janvary 5, 1973,
[FR Doc.73~-500 Flled 1-9-73:;8:45 am]

SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE

Notice of Public Rearing Regdrdmg .
Wilderness Proposal : :

Iotice is hereby given in accordance
with provisions of the Wilderness Act
of September 3, 1964 (Public Law 85-577:
78 Staf. 850-896; 16 U.5.C. 1131-1138),
that a public hearing will be held begin~
ning at 7 p.m. on February 20, 1873, at
Loussac Library, Anchorage, Third Ju-
dicial District, Alaska. on a proposal leard«
ing to a recommendation to be made to

- . the President of the United States by the
. Secretary of the Interior regarding the
desirability of including all or part of
the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge
within the National Wilderness Proser-
vation System. The wilderness proposal
consists of approximately 256,000 acres
of lands and waters located in the Gulf
of Alaska.

A study summary containing a map
and information about the Semidi Wil-
derness proposal may be chtained from
the Refuge Manager, Aleutian Islands .
National wWildlife Refuge, Coid Bay, . .
Alaska 89571; or from the Area Direc~ ’
tor, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and wWild-
life, 813 D Street, Anchorage, AK 99501.

Individuals or organizaticns may ex-
press their oral or written views by ap-
pearing at this hearing, or they may
submit written comments for inclusion
in the officlal record of the hearing to the
area director at the above address by :
March 22, 1573,

SpencER H. Saury,
Director, Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife.

Janvary 5, 1973, :
{FR Doc.73-489 Filed 1-0-73;8:45 am] ) . . .
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The Bureau of Sport
_Fisheries and Wildlife in the
Department of the Interior has
scheduled a public hearing to
consider a propesal to include
the Semidi National Wildlife
Refuge, Alaska, in the
National Wilderness Preser-
vation System. The hearing
will begin at 7:00 p.m. in the
Loussac Library in
Anchorage, on Feb. 20. All
citizens wishing to express
their views on tbl:. proposal |’
arecordially invited to attend.

The approximatelvy 236,000
- acre Semidi National Wildlife
Refuge is composed of nine
isiands containing 8,422 acres
and surrounding submerged
iands. The shorelines ‘of the
remote Semidis are extremely
precipitous with sheer rork
cliffs rising 100 to 200 feet
above sea level in many
places. There are oniy a {ew
suitable. bays for anchering
small boats. The islands are
treeless with grasses atd
‘prostrate shrubs such ag
crowberry predominate.

The most striking feature of
_the islands is the extensive

bird populations which utilize 1
the rocky shorelines for .

nesting purposes. Murres, kit-
tiwakes, fulmars, and pufjins

fu@wfi é@igg

fishermen by international
agreement, The islands are
rarely visited by man and are
currently ina naturalstate.

An {nformaticnal brochure
describing the proposal is
available upon request from
the Area Director, Bureau of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife,
318 D Street, Anchorage,
93501, or the Refuge Manager,
Aleutian Islands National

Wildlife Refuge, Cold Bay,

are the predominant species. :

One of the largest Pacific. .

fulmar colonies in Alaska

occurs on the Semidis. Bald .

eagles and peregrin falcons

nest on the sieep tedpes and & -

. variety of lesser song birds

and shore birds utilize th° g

islands.

Ground squirrels are the -

only known land mammals

present, but the surrounding

.,

waters are inhabited by many

marine mammals including
. sea lions, hair seals, sea otter
" and several species of whales.
Cemmercial fishing for
halibut and king crab occurs
within the refuge boundaries,
and the area is presently a

loading zone for Russian

o, gy b2
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 DEPARTMERT OF THE INTERIOR

Ecash and Wﬂd%af@ Sewwe Regdional Enfevmahon T

BUREAU OF SPORT FiSHERiES AND Wi i.DUFE " 'REFER: Gordon Watson -

813 D Street : o - Area Director

- Anchorage, Alaska 99501 oy e Lo . 265-4864

S C . , :AW111 Troyer
: ’ . ' S - Wilderness Coordma‘tor p
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - : . - 265-4312 o

PUBLIC HEARI\IG ‘SCHEDULED 'ON WILDERNESS PROPOSAL
Anchorage Alaska

The Bureau of Sport FiSheries and Wildlife in the Department.of the
Interior has scheduled a pubiicl hearing to consider a proposal' to
. . include the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, in'the
- - National Wilderness Preservation System. The hearing wiil begin at
7:00 p.m. in the Loussac Library in Anchorage, Masica, on February . | | 5

20, 1973, All citizens wishing to express their views on this

< e o A it 3 e s e i = e 0+ b

proposal are cordially invited to attend.

The approximately 256,000 ac:i‘e Semidi Naftiénal‘:Wildlife ﬁefuge is composed
of nine isvl.ands containing 8,422 acres and surromd:fng submerged lands. - ‘
The shdrelipgs of the femote Semidis. are extremely precipitous with- |
sheer mck‘c»:iiffs rising 100 to 200 feet above sea level in many places.
There are only' a few suitable bay‘s for anchoramg small boats. The

islands ‘are treeless with grasses and prostrate shrubs such ‘as’ crowberry

predominate.

The most striking feature of the islands is the extensive bird populations

’“—.\6
LUETY




which utilize the rocky shorelines for nesting purposes.. Murres,

klttlwakes fulmars, and pufflns are the predomlnant species.’ One of the

A largest Pac1f1c fulmar “colonies in Alaska occurs on the Semidis. Bald

eagles and peregrin falcons nest on the steep ledges and a variety of

lesser song birds and shore birds ptiiize the islands.

Ground squirrels are the only known land mammals present, but the
surrounding waters are inhabited by many marine mammals including sea lions,
hair seals, sea otter and several species of whales. Commercial fishing for

halibut and king crab occurs within the refuge boundaries, and ‘the area

is presentlly a loading zone for Russian fishermen by international agreement.

The islands are rarely visited by man and are currently in a natural state.

An informational brochuré describing the proposal is avallable upon
request from the Area D:Lrector ‘Bureau of Sport F:Lshemes and Wlldlz,fe,
318:D S[treet, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, or the Refuge Mgnager, Aleutian
Islands, National Wildlife Refuge, Cold Bay, Alaska 99571.

' Citizens are invited to express . their views on this proposal pertaining

to their public lands.” Oral or written statements may either be preéénted‘
at the public hearing or submitted in writing to the Area Director; Bureau

of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 813 D Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, by

.March 23,1973, when the hearing record will be closed.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

813 D Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

A PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to bring to your attention a public hearing which will be
held in the Loussac Library at Anchorage, Alaska, on February 20,
1973. The hearing concerns a wildemness proposal within the
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge. Copies of the public notice and
wildemess brochure are enclosed.

Your views may be presented before, during, or after the public
hearing. Your statement, if submitted after the hearing, must
be submitted to this office at the above address by March 23,

1973, in order to become a part of the official hearing record.

If we may provide any assistance, please do not hesitate to call.

Sincerely vours,

‘yf’
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(g A PO
LA FE AL VIR At i
{ “ v

:Gordon W. Watson
‘Alaska Area Director

Enclosure




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE

813 D Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

SEMIDI NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING WILDERNESS PROPOSAL

Notice is hereby given in accordance with provisions of the Wilderness

Act of September 3, 1964 (P, L. 88-577; 78 Stat. 890-896; 16 U.S.C. 1131-
1136), that a Publlc Hearing will be held beginning at 7:00 pm on February
20, 1973 at Loussac Library, Anchorage, Third Judicial District, Alaska,

on a proposal leading to a recommenda ion to be made to the Pr651dent of

the United States by the Secretary of the Interior, regarding the
desirability of including all or part of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge
within the National Wilderness Preservation System.

The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge contains approximately 256,000 acres
of land and waters located in the Gulf of Alaska.

A brochure containing a map and information about the Semidi Wilderness
Proposal may be obtained free of charge from the Refuge Manager, Aleutian
Islands National Wildlife Refuge, Cold Bay, Alaska 99571; or from the
Alaska Area Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, 813 D
Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501.

Individual citizens and representatives of organizations or government
agencies may express their views orally or in writing by attending the
public hearing. For those unable to attend the hearing, written testimony
may be submitted to the Area Director, Bureau of Sport Fisheries and
Wildlife, 813 D Street, Anchorage, Alaska 99501, by March 23, 1973.

;
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This report was prepared pursuant to the Wilderness Act,

Public Law 88-577. Publication of the findings and
recormendations herein should not be construed as representing
either the approval or disapproval of the Secretary of the
Interior. The purpose of this report is to provide information
and alternatives for further consideration by the Bureau of
Sport Fisheries and Wildlife, Secretary of the Interior, and
other Federal agencies.

As the Nation’s principal conservation agency, the
Department of the Interior has basic responsibilities
for water, fish, wildlife, mineral, land, park, and rec-
reational resources. Indian and Territorial affairs are
other major concerns of America’s ‘“‘Department of
Natural Resources.’’

The Department works to assure the wisest choice
in managing all our resources so each will make its
full contribution to a better United States—now and
in the future.

IHTERIGR=-~PORTLAND, OREGON
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SUMMARY - SEMIDI WILDERNESS STUDY

PREFACE

This brochure summarizes the wilderness study conducted on the
Semidi National Wildlife Refuge, Alaska, by the Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife as directed by the Secretary of the Interior.
Its aim is to assist the reader in forming an opinion of the
desirability of including the refuge into the National Wilderness
Preservation System. :

The Wilderness Act of September 3, 1964 (Public Law 88-577),
requires that the Secretary of the Interior review every roadless
area of 5,000 contiguous acres or more and every roadless island
regardless of size within the National Wildlife Refuge System
within ten years after the effective date of the Act, and report
to the President of the United States.his recommendations as to
the suitability or nonsuitability of each such area or island

for preservation as wilderness. A recommendation of the President
for designation as wilderness does not become effective unless
provided for by an Act of Congress.

In defining wilderness, the Act also included areas of fewer than
5,000 acres that are of sufficient size to make preservation and
use in an unimpaired condition practicable.

Sections 4(a) and (b) of the Wilderness Act provide that: (1) the
Act is to be within and supplemental to the purposes for which
national wildlife refuges are established; and (2) wilderness
areas shall be administered so as to preserve their wilderness
character and shall be devoted to the public purposes of
recreational, scenic, scientific, educational, conservation and
historical use insofar as primary refuge objectives permit.
Wilderness designation does not remove or alter an area's status
as a national wildlife refuge.
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ERRATA SHEET

Paragraph 2 of Socio-Economic Considerations section should read as follows:

The international agreement concerning the U. S. contiguous fishery zone
off Alaska was renegotiated with Japan in December 1972, and Semidi Refuge
is no longer within the loading and unloading zone. A similar agreement
with Russian is currently pending.




INTRODUCTION

. The Semidi National Wildlife Refuge was established by Executive
Order 5858 in 1932 primarily to protect the habitat of several
million seabirds. It lies in the Gulf of Alaska, approximately
35 miles from the Alaska Peninsula and 110 miles southwest of
Kodiak Island..

The remote treeless islands surrounded by stormy seas of the North
Pacific Ocean are rarely visited by man. They are a haven for
vast colonies of pelagic birds that nest on the rocky cliffs and
feed in the surrounding waters.

The 256,000-acre refuge consists of submerged lands, and nine small
islands and associated offshore rocks containing 8,422 acres.

HI/TORY

The Semidi Islands were discovered in August 1741 by a Norwegian
explorer, Vitus Bering, sailing under the Russian flag, who named
them Tumamnoi (Foggy) Islands. The present word, Semidi, is
believed to stem from the Russian word ''sem'' meaning seven, probably
referring to the seven larger islands. Captain James Cook reported
sighting the islands on June 16, 1778.

Little history has been recorded on the islands since discovery.
Apparently they were not occupied by Natives. However, the remains
of a small cabin on Aghiyuk Island and a lone spruce.tree planted
on Chowiet Island give evidence of some human occupancy in recent
times.
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" PHY/ICAL DE/CRIPTION

Aghiyuk, Aghik, Anowik, Kiliktagik, Chowiet,
Aliksemit, Suklik, Kateekuk and South Islands,
and a few smaller rocks and islands are the
composite of the Semidi Islands group. Aghiyuk,
the largest, has an elevation of 1,024 feet

and is approximately six miles long and two
miles wide.

Island shorelines are extremely precipitous
with sheer rock cliffs rising 100 to 200

feet above the seas. There are few suitable
anchorages or boat landings and only on
Aghiyuk is there a gradually sloping gravel
beach. Water depth increases rapidly offshore
from 10 fathoms near island shores to 50
fathoms or more further out to sea with no
shallow reefs. The submerged lands lie within
the 12-mile 1imit of the continental shelf.

The islands are treeless, covered with a
typical subarctic low mat vegetation consist-
ing primarily of grasses, mosses, and a
scattering of broad-leaved plants with willow
and crowberry the principal shrubs. An array
of wild flowers is conspicuous during summer
months and some kelp beds occur in offshore
waters.

The maritime climate is characterized by
frequent cloudiness, fog, and gale-force
winds. Precipitation occurs regularly and
exceeds 50 inches annually. The mean annual
temperature is about 40°F with summers short
and cool, and winters long, cold and stormy.

BIRD CLIFFS ON AGHIYUK ISLAND




REJOURCE/S

The extensive pelagic bird colonies are the outstanding wildlife
feature of the islands. There appears no end to the number of
seabirds as they crowd the rock ledges, while thousands of others
wheel about overhead. At times offshore waters are literally alive
with feeding birds. Common and.thick-billed murres, black-legged
kittiwakes, Pacific fulmars and horned puffins are the major species
present and they number in the millions. One of the largest Pacific
fulmar colonies in Alaska is found on the Semidis. All the islands
are used by nesting birds and the surrounding waters, rich in
marine life, provide food resources necessary to sustain such a
massive concentration of wildlife.

A total of 43 species of birds has been identified on the islands.
Among these, the American bald eagle is considered a common resident
and at least 2 pairs of the endangered peregrine falcon also occur.
The song sparrow, winter wren, parasitic jaeger, red-faced cormcrant,
glaucous-winged gull and the colorful harlequin duck are other
common species. '

The only known land mammal is the arctic ground squirrel, but a
variety of marine mammals inhabits surrounding ocean waters.
Various species of whales are commonly seen, and harbor seals and
sea lions maintain rookeries on several islands. Sea otters are
present but are not abundant.

King crab and halibut are harvested annually from the seas by
commercial fishermen. Their catch is worth several million dollars.

The refuge is outside the major petroleum provinces of Alaska and
has no known mineral deposits.

N
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NESTING HABITAT OF MURRES AND KITTIWAKES




PUBLIC UJE

The refuge's sheer remoteness discourages public use and there
are few well-protected bays suitable for anchorage. The. surrounding
waters are seldom calm enough for seaplane landings.

The only anticipated recreational uses are wildlife-oriented, since
bird watchers and photographers may be attracted to the islands
to view and photograph the large bird colonies.

Commercial fishing for halibut and, to a lesser degree, king crab,
are established uses within the refuge and would continue under

wilderness designation.

MANAGEMENT &
DEVELOPMENT

No development or physical manipulation of the habitat has occurred,
nor is any planned. The refuge's value to birds and other forms of
fish and wildlife can best be preserved by maintaining a natural

environment.

The massive concentration of birds and associated marine resources
in a relatively isolated setting provides unusual opportunities

for scientific studies.

Such studies, undertaken in the future,

may provide many answers to the complex ecology within a coastal

ecosystem.

A small administrative cabin may be necessary sometime in the
future for patrol and scientific studies. Restrictions may be
required to avoid human disturbance to birds and mammals during

breeding season.

THE RUGGED COASTLINE -(sealion rookery on distant flat rock)

()







OCIO-ECONOMIC _ O
CON/IDERATIONS

Halibut £ishing is’ of major economic importance in surrounding
~waters and limited crab fishing occurs. Some 30 to 40 vessels harvest
from two to four million pounds' of halibut in refuge and adjacent -
waters. Such existing enterprises would not be ‘affected by wilderness
status. '

The refuge is currently within a loading and unloading zone for
Russian and Japanese fishing fleets under an intermational agreement.
Renegotiation of this treaty may be in order if these activities
become detrimental to the wildlife resources of the refuge.

Adequate harbors and freshwater resources are not available in the
islands. It is doubtful, therefore, that any industry such as a
commercial fish cannery operation would desire to locate in such an
area. /

There is no evidence of.recent Native use of the islands and they
are not under consideration as lands for Alaska Natives under the
Alaska Native Land Claims Settlement Act of 1971.

Perpetuating the great bird resources such as are present in the <:>
islands adds to the social wellbeing of all citizens of the United

States, who may observe some of these birds during migration periods

or view photographs of such unique bird colonies, even though the

majority of people will never set foot on the Semidis.

coOnCLuUsIoN

All of the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge is still in a natural
state and qualifies for inclusion into the National Wilderness
Preservation System. No adverse economic or envirommental impacts
can be foreseen from the proposed action. Commercial fishing using
motor-powered boats is an established use and does not conflict with
management objectives. It is proposed, therefore, that this activity
be permitted to continue subject only to existing federal and state
laws.

Designating the Semidi National Wildlife Refuge as wilderness
will provide legislative protection to the refuge and will assure
that the insular ecosystem will remain in a natutral state for the
use and enjoyment of this and future generations of Americans.

)



Persons interested in the proposal are encouraged

to visit the Semidi Island. Additional information
may be obtained from the Refuge Manager, Aleutian
Islands National Wildlife Refuge, Cold Bay, Alaska
99571 or from the Area Director, Bureau of Sport
Fisheries and Wildlife, 813 D Street, Anchorage,
Alaska 99501. '

PHOTO CREDITS: Page 2, Karl Kenyon; page 5, Richard J.
Hensel; pages 7, 9 and Il, Willard A. Troyer.

PACIFIC FULMARS
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