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= 5% e Research in the Outer Shumagin Islands in 1984 was

§ - »~designed. to discover wﬁgther sites existed whose study could

po— ‘- providessolutions to these problems. The survey revealed

¥

. v T , that. the 6ccupants of Simeonof and Chernabura Islands were
distinctly Aleut rather than Koniag, that at least one

“Shumagin site has considerable depth and that Simeonof, at
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=« .least, has a. high site;density. These results indicate that,

: further. work will prove valuable and have led to the
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% 27 planning-Y¥f a major éipedition to- undertake a detailed study

. % oa. . <3;of therDuter Shumagid Islands.

. _+=. =, L. Lewis Johnson, Assocliate Professor of Anthropoiogy,

AL i Vassar‘Coerge, Poughkeepsie, New York 12601.




INTRODUCTION

In 1966, William Workman wrote that "available
published material from the Aleutians is scarce and the
easternmost Aleutians in particular have been sadly
neglected™"(1966:145). This is an especially unfortunate
state of affairs as three critical problems concerning Aleut
prehistory can only be attacked in the east: 1) the location
of early migration routes into the north Pacific-zone; 2)
the change in the physical form of the Aleut population from
Paleo-Aleut to Neo-Aleut; 3) the establishment, nature and
maintenance of the cultural boundary between Aleuts and
Koniag Eskimos.

As the easternmost islands that can be considered part
of the Aleutian Island Chain, The Shumagin Islands, situated
south of the Alaska Peninsula (Fig. 1), are ideally located
for investigating these problems. Firsf, due to glacial
lowering of sealevel, the socuth shore of the Alaska
Peninsula lay in the vicinity of Chernabura and Simeonof
islands when the early Aleuts reached Anangula Island
(Aigner 1874, Laughlin 1880; see Fig. 2). As Chernabura and
Simeonof have uplifted during the Recent epoch (Winslow
n.d.), evidence of early migrations may be preserved on
them. Second, Laughlin and Aigner hypothesize that the

genetic shift from Paleo-Aleut to Neo-Aleut occurred "in the



eastern Aleutians, between Unalaska and the Shumagin
lslands™ (1875:198). ’Thus, Shumagin research may elucidate
this process. Third, in the early historic period the

boundary between Aleut and Eskiho was located at
approximately 159 ,est latitude (Dumond 19743 Fig. 1), just
to the east of the Shuﬁagin'lslagds. Thus, the Shumagins
are an ideal locale for studying the establishment and
maintenance of this boundary.

The potential of sites in the Shumagin Islands to
prcvide’answers to these gquestions coupled with an historic
indication of heavy occupation in the area, led me to
undertake a brief survey of the Juter Shumagins in the
summer of 1884. The survey was constrained by the schedule
of the geophysicists with whom | travelled. ! surveyed in
the region of Saddler's Mistaké on Nagail Island and on the
west coast of Simeonof Island and tested at the Chernabura
Spit Site on Chernabura Island (Fig. 3. Deééite its
limited extent, the survey indicated that further research
in the Shumagins will be rewarding. Ta put my observations

in context, [ will briefly indicate the known and probable

sites on the Suter ‘Shumagins prior to my survey.
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The Shumagin Islands, the first Aleutian I=slands found
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‘digcovery, wars
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By Yitus Bering on his ecoﬁd vOyane o
zighted on fugust Z0th, 1741 (Golder 1FZZ2:1:140). The map
whiclh Fleet Master Safron Ehitrov made of the islands during
the ship's stay in than is clearly a map of the Oubter
Shumagins, which allows uws to ildentisy the islands discussed
with great confidence (sse Fig. 4). Through examining the
repnrts of Hitwav‘and Gzorg Wilhslm Steller, the sxipedition
natwralizt, the approximate locations of thraes lave
srebistoric Alewt sites can be identified: one on the sout

af Tuwrner Island, one on the northwest shore of Biecd

i

and the last on the west shore of Chernabura or the south

gnd of Simeonct (Golder 1922:1:14Z2; Z:150) . In addition,

138

bhe Matives whom the Russians sighted off Bird Islamd sat in

thedr bhidsrbas with sxtended legs (Bolder 1F2E:3:%4). This

cigarly indicates that the psgple from Bird Island wers

Hleuts rather than Honiag Ezbkimos, since the labiter knsel in,

Betwaen 1741 and 18379, reporits on the Bhumagine ars few

and those that sxist do mobt mention specific site locations

Venlaminoy published
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Sleut The First complste English translation of
Veniaminoy, by Lydia T. EBlack and &, H. Dzoghegan, was nos

published un tll.l?Sﬂ, This svent is particularly critical
for Shumagin research because prior partial translations
{Hrdlicka 19243; Jochelson 1925, 1933% Laﬁtis 1270), while
menticoning that the twalve ?orme; zettlaements on the
Bhumaging had been reduced to one, did not mention that
Vgniamimmv had located each of the former settlems=ntz by

s lamd.

li!

Zeven of the twelve villages noted by Venlaminov are

located on the QJutser Shumagin Islands which ares the

immediate object of my research. Veniliaminov lists three

mennod and one on an islet off

b

villages on Magai, ons on 8

(ivoads 13

2. Chernabura had had bwe villages and in
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ctter

dernilaminov’e tTims was used as a3 Lemporary camg by

i

nuntars. Ale

3
-

ocn each of the four land necks Q% Chernoburod
Ieland is= & moderatsly large mound Lkholmicd or
pyramid, about 4 arsnins high, which the &leuts

call [hiladgun.  These mounds, composed of cosll

")n

round pebbles, wars %gﬁﬁed becausse in formsr tlmes
some of the old men, wanting to know how long they
would live, brought the stones and threw them on
top of the pile. I+ the stones remainsd on top,

then thisz meant that they would live for a long

m




time, bDut iF¥ ths stonesz rolled down then 1L meant
they would die soon,.

(1784:

Veniamineov lists no sebttlements on Turner or Bird Island,

e that the Islandsrs who snocounbeced
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which may indics
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Bering's men were at tsmporary summer camps rather
parmnanznt villages., These reports locate 2 or 10 sites on
41 PR P

i@ cuter Shumagins, depending on whether the site sesn by

ity g

Stellsr on Chernabura or Simeonot (Bolder 1922:2:150) 1= one
gt the villages menticoned by Veniaminov.

Subsequent to Vehliaminov's time the populaition of the

Shumagins waxed during the cod fishing era and the Sgcond

0.

World War and wanad in between and subsegquently. Today Unga

Maz a few inhabitants and thers is & sizable sgittlemsnt at

Sand Point on Fopov. o ome lives in the Outer Shumagins

it

although until quite recently a hermit, Glen Woodward, lived

on Bimecnot.  To the detriment of archasclogicsl zites,

.

cattle and horsses have ron wild on Simescnod and Chsrenaburs.

Frehistoric research in the Shumagins has besen minimal.
Dall's(1370, 187%, 1873, 1872 and Finart's{1873; Lot-Falck

Tions on & bhurisl cave on

-

Unga wereg the only archasclogical repordts from the Shuamagin

b=l
i

lands prioe o Allen MocCartnesy's survey in 1973,
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MecCariney spent May I0-June 15, 1977 om the M/Y  aleuitian

Tern. During this period, he cihcumnaviga*ed 2ll of bthe
Shumagin Islands from a distance of S0-200m offshore. The

identification of archasologica ites was hindered by the

shig's distancse offzhore; bowever, in the Outer Shumagins

o

stence of ites and tentatively

M
I

MoDaetrney conftirmad the ex

i&en%i%i@d 4 others. In summarizing his survey, McCartney
states that site areas are restricted in the Shumagine; that
the relatively few sites known reflects o low population
density, that tﬁe dearth of large middser zites suggests a
"amaller population size or less intensive occcupation fhan
e typically gnuwn for the Aleut or Foniagt (1973%3:12), and
that there appears to be no very old archaenlogical material

.

in the Shumagins.  Th

it

gite inventory for the Outsr

Shumaginse prior to my 1984 survey le conpleted by & bhurial

B

ite on Magail reported by Stesin (1

~{
~

Te2rms 490, In the

i

summar of 1985, 0. W. Frost pinpointed Bering's landing

sites by comparing topographic description to terrain, and

calso locatsd & prehistorie zite with extensive middens on

Hig Faniuji lsland. fll the currsntly known prehistoric

§

sites in the Outer Zfhumasins are listed in Table 1 and

located on Figure 4.
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BLE 1. FROWM AMND SUSFECTED SITEDZ IN THE QUTER SHUMAGE
TGl AMNDE,
ISLAND DEFIMITE FODSSIELE REFERENCE
SITES SITES
Magal 1 MoCartney 1973
= Veniaminov 1584
1 Stein 1577
1 Johneon 193834
Terear 1 Golder 1922

Frost 1983

McCartrney 173

Golder 1922
MoCartney 1973

Golder 1922
Venia%inov 1984
McCartney 1773
Veniaminoy 1784
MeCartney 1973

Johneon 19824




I spent two wesks in the Bhumagin Islands in 1934,
That ftime in:lud&d 4 déys on Mag%i at Baddler's Mistake, 3
days on Chernabura and 1 1/2 days on Simeonaf'iFig. 43. COn
Magal and Siﬁemna% I surveyed, locating 1 poszible site on
the former and & on the latter. The site on Magsil wasz
located on the shors of an unnamed harbor on the dMorth shore

southwest of Saddlers Miztake. I found what appzared to he

bararbara circles in a cinguefoil meadow. While groun

aguirrel diggings revealed no bone or stone chips, the soil
was dark and the depith of the fite subseguently examined on

that further investigation of fthiz arsa

Chermnabura sugs

18 warrented, I alsg found an isolatsed ﬁarp<nﬁ point on the

dunes at Saddlers Mistake (Fig. 10a). 0On Simeonm%, I

e around the west end of the island,

followaed cathle mat

3

b
ot
a

foeoint the naorth 2nd. Lhuck Diters,

Trom the sout

Fagional Historic FPreservation O0+#ficer, WU.3., Fish and

Wildlife Sgevice, had recently checked MoCartney's =ibess

and had tested at coneg of them (personal communication, June,
P34, Having located groded portions of sites along the
paths, [ discoversad that inland sectionz closely resembled
the possible site on Magai, having a cover of cinguefoil

rather than Unbellifera, Barabasra outlines varied in =i

pod
i
i
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IM 1% gp ca. 3-4m in diamster

il

pites which were eroding, I saw mammal

and +fish bone, periwinkles, limpets, other shell fragmsnts,

charcoal and lithic

remains. I 5ur§ace collected for

diagnostic artifacts and gathered a carbon sample from one

uneroded sectiomn of clisf face a2t SIM 1EB.

n Chernabura,

I surdace collected and tezisd abt the

Chernabura Spit Site to attempt to identify ites period of

gooupation and to discover whether any deposits remsined in

situ anrnd how deep they were,

I dug a Z0cm widsg trench 7Vm

gdown the face of the dune at CHN 2, tHE small island end of

&i

the site, from th

bottom. A ool tural

zurface to clavey scil and rocks on the

laver began ca. 11l0co from bthe fterracs

surfazce and continued down to ca. Z20cm. This was divided

into two by & storil

il

= laver of sand between ca. 180-140cm.

The depaosit was composed of periwinkles, chiton, limpet and

mussel shells, +ish,

-
.
"
e
3
oy

[

#h o of the =i

o

his p

il

rnd s=ction of
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viaetated nound sepa

mournd plus further

thaorouahly srodsd mo

'4-

part of CH 1 which

bhyve time I had to le

labkas. Biven the plethors o

peach below this olifsd,

i
B

e beach. I dug =

bird and mammal bones and & couple cof

{ f material found on the
I hypothesize that the maiority of

Az eroded away. At CHEM L, the main

the Chern Abnra Spit Site, thers iz a

~ated by a low ares from a sand covared

oncentrations of cobbles which may be

wnds.  Burials are also eroding out onto

teet in the sroded face of the vegestate
had reachsd Z03cm below the surface at

CENE, The culbtural deposit began with s

d
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miroe midden layer from —210cm to ~-Z245om. The msin cultuaral

;—\-:,;—-

at Zom o and was continuing when

1 closed the trench. The mailn deposit included lithic and
bone artifacts as well s food remains, fish fins, bird and
mdmmal bone, chiton, periwinkles and mussel heing

recognisable.

The lithic artifacts from Simeonct and Chernabura fore
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se2ries, including blades and blade cores,

many unifacially rebouchd artifacts asand chippsd
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the bone work found on Chermaburas gplitting wedges (Fig.
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harpoon styles (Figs., Sk, 1

1o 2o, Finally, the presence of cbsidian and the low

industries (William Laughlin and &llen Harpser, verzonal

abrls to shed light o a nunber

Trom Chernabura and Simeonof

res omay exbtend back im bime and

Eiiis e e e f maelu miseaddor e ko T
Mus presseys of early migrabtion cowbtes,  Sscond,

material is Found &t the Chernaoura Spit Site.
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laugnlin and Allen Rarpsr, personal communication, July
Paniord P N O - ... 1 - . -
1785y, Falego-RAleut remains may bha in the sSits.

digstinctivaly Aleut rather than Foniag.

In addition to their intrinsic characteristics, the

maberials found sesm typically Aleutian in sharing fzatures

with many other industries while having their own regional

2 irdicates the assnciaticns I have

it

distinctivensess. Table

material

It ehows that similar ftooles are

fournd From the Nesr Islands to the bas

i

of the flaska

Feninsula, dating from ca. S years ajfo.  On
the other hand, I have not besn able to fing any tools
strongly similar o shatt in Figurs &

+
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1
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[
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SLMECT0T,  Many stands of dark graen
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Hphellifars but vallow cinguaefoil not
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TAELE Z. SFECIFIC TOUOL RESEFELANCEDR ALE
SHUMAGIN FIGURE OTHER SITE LOCATION ROLEH
DoaTeE B.5,
=r] Fiver Falls Upper Feninsuls 1230
1 Shemya and Sttu Mear Islands 2450—450
[yl S
pn(} 04
Izemizek 1 Lower Feninsula F2T
Zyhouse 1 a
: Fort Mollse
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Sk Unalas Fox Islands
Fort Moller Mid-Feninsula 2301700
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noticeably different ferom the surerounding terrain, This
lack of vegetation conirast m: site identification by

remote observation more difficult. . Chuck Diters (personal
compunication, Movember 1283) hypothesizes that the lack of

Unbellifera is due to ifts being unable to withstand

foet
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w
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trampling by cattle. However,; the abserce of Ughelld

the pousible Magai site, where there are no calitle, suggests
that factors besides catile may be involvsd.

McCartrney alsc found no léwge midden sites and no old
material in the Shumagins. However, my test excavation in
the Chérnabura Spit Site had reached a depth of Zm and I was
in the middle of a rich cultural layer whan my
transportation arcived to take‘mé away.  Furthernore, the
blade core, blades and finely made pointz from the EBEmall
:sland end of the Chesrnabura Spit Bite (CHM 23 Figs. & & 3

[Enln

Lg 2t th
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t this site may have some btimg depih to it
(radiocarbon dating for these sites is in process). This

possibility is strengthened by the Holocene uplift history

caf o the Islands, with tilting glacing portioconz of past
Simzonot and Chernaburae coastlines well sbove current zoa
level (Winslow n.da). :

The work on Sinsonot and Chernabures proved interssiing

in othee wavs as well. Filrst, in discussing the Izembek

Once slate grinding begins in

the Fatmsi-Fodiak region, at the supense of stone flaking,

-

the adizcent areas which have zlate ftend ta be the aress

L

which show a strong ground store industery " {(1F74:79) .




Yemniaminogy mentions the presence of slate deposits on dNagai

and Big Komiuji {(1984:22,131) while my collections from
naighboring Simeonof and Chernabura do not show a strong

ground stone industry. Thus we must rethink the

do
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ralationship between culture and resources, at leas

<1

s the use of lithic resources goes, Second, one of the
3
lighly sroded mounds on the Chernaburs Spit Site was coveresd

with a 1a§er of periwinkls shells abd thsy were alsp found
in the Chernabura deposits, seeming to contradict David
Yesner's statement thaib pawiwimklgz ware not eaten by the
Aleuts (1981: 1553, Third, on the small island at the north

end of Chernabura, a possible umgan {(Algner and Veltre 19748)

the two Chernabura

s

was found. Finally, the relationship o
sites across an eproding spit from oneg another zZeens Juiite

ttwation found by Tuwensr and Turnse

comparable to the s

i

{1274: 287 on Akwun betwesn the Chulka and Hot Springs =ites.
F -
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Gre the north shore of the Alasks Peninsuls.,. &
limguistic boundsry diwvided the Slesut from ths Aglsgoiui

o
e
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i

Eskimoy on the south shore and in the north Pacific,

separation was betwean &leuvt and Foniag Eskimo. Althouah

weEEn aleut and
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Eskimo was recognized by the sarliesst Russian explorsrs,

Fussizans moved the Aleuts around a great deal, first,




b < T e seamwsm e w7 e aal e M bl T xS i W e mekh Tae meaemele S8 el e T 0 . e - P DT S T S

e
[AY

n¥=) ca.aé errly Aleuts could evfficiently nunt the precious zea
otter, and second, because the population declined so
greatly that the Russians héd to consolodate the remaining
natives in order to efficiently exploit them. In addition,

desepite thelir recognition ﬂF the.linguistic difference

potween the Aleuts and the Koniags, the Russians tended to
call all of the Facific Islanders "Aleuts.’

The present fragmentary arrhamolcglual record from the
Aleut /Eskimo boundary area is neither consistent naor sasy
to interpret. On the north side of the Alaska Feninsuls,
the archasological remaine do not point o a distinct
boundary. Work at thes Hot Springs Site at Fort Moller
(ﬁumcﬁd 2% al. 177353 Mclartney 19467 Okads and colleagues,
various; Weyer 1730y Workman 198463 1784F and at =zites around
Izembelk Lagoon (Moclartney 19744 Turnwer and
not resulted in a ciear division of Aleut from Eskimo:

sites on the northwest end of the Feninsula seem distinctly

trangitional. To the south, howesver, the Outer Shumssin
zites seem clearly Aleut while the sites on Modiak Island

Ecologically, ths situation is reversed. On the rorih,

Gdlstol Zay s the southern limit of relisble winter ssa

178%5 . EBetwsen Dristocl Bay and Fort Molleger, ths irregular
prazssnce of =£a lce prohibits the development of shellfish
beds while discouraging an ice hunting adaptation. To the

8

south of the Alasks Feninsula, on the other hand, thees 1
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no dizcerrible scological boundary along the enfire lehéth
of the Facific Cozst and thé.MQﬁdeﬁ'rg ulut=F-tu )

Bringing together the archaeological and ecoclogical
recaords, Yesner (1783) has suggested that the bauﬁdafy

between Aleuts and Aglegmiut Eskimo on the north side of the

flasika Feninzula coincides With thiz marginal ecclogical

zone in which neither ftypical Eskimo nor btypical Sleut
resources are reliable from year o year. Thus, #Aleut and

Aglegmiut were separated by & natural buffer zons which
nzither could expleit regularliy. Ethnohistorically, this

wts conszidersed the

m
1y

can be recognised in ths fact that the Al

] [’
U

fglegmiuts to be "friends,” archasologically by the mixing

of Aleut and Eskimo techrnologlies. On the obther band, Yesnee

-t

does not find this g2cological budtsr zone in thg sowth.
hypothesize fthat the southsrn boundsry was maintained by

active culitural conflict in the absence of any scological

'differantiation. Three kinds of evidence 5uéﬁmrt this

intzreretation: 1) linguistic: the very word Foniag is
Aisul for Tenemy” (Milan 1974514, footnotery 2.
etnnohistoric: Yeniaminovy sitates that Shumssgin villagesss

duwindled due primarily to the deprsdations of the "Foniags

iak Islanders, their bittesrest snemigs’ (1784:128);

Tlarchasological: the clear, one might almgst say defiant,

fFleut character of the Shumagin indusiriess. Thus,
boundaries wers nalntained in gquits different wavs on the

twe side

ETi

3 of the peninswla, by intermittent sza ics in the
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narth and by compebtition and aggression in
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In =valuating this hypothesis, the Shumaagin Islands,

lying o the bDunuﬂny between Rleut and Foniag, arz of

-

critical impartance. "The definite Alsut character of the
materials I collscted on the Shumagins, which contrasts so

strongly with the transitional character of the Izambek

ler agszzmblages on the north side of ths

-~
_a.
|...a

Lagoon and Fort

laska Feninmsula, supports the hypothesis of differential

I

f.u

‘boundary maintenance. Froof of the hypothesis must awalt

further ressarch in the2 Shumagin Islands.

archasclogically because of their locaticn on the border
boatwesn Eskimo and Alsut cultural zones. My 1984 survey o
Shumagin Is=lands has revealsd that site density is
highesr than previously thought; that the accuﬁants of the
sitez found on Chernabura and Simecnct were distinctly Aleut

rather than FHeniag, and that at least one Shumagin sihe has

an the Shumagins are not necessarily marked by Unbhelld

that Shumagin Aleuts, at least, did use periwinkles, and

that the Chermabura Spit Site does still retain significant

urther study and thsey have already forced

il

of boundary relaticnshipse between Aleut and Koniag Ezkimo

which will be clarified by future work in the area.
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FIGURE CARTIONS
Figure 1: Location Map. Shumagin Iszlands, Peninsular and
Aleutian sites menticned in text, and historic Eskimo-~Aleut

Boundary.

Figure Z2: Late Fleistocene Sea Levels in the Shumagin
Island Region. Underwater contours indicate represantative

Fast bemach lines.

Figure 3: Cut@r Shumagin Islands.
Figure 4a: Batron Khitrov's Map of the Shumagin Islands,

Sept. 3, 1741 {(Golder 1922:2:74&).

Figure dbos Modsrn Map of the Bhumagin Islands at

approximately the same scale (1:1,000,0008 from Alasks
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Geographic vol., 73, 179300
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it Arowtd slate ulu fragment; k,l bone harpoons; m: engravad

Joe
bone tube; n: cut bone; o: bone composite fish hook prong.
Figure &: Coreg, Blades and Unifacially FRetouchsd Stone
Tools from the Small Island end of the Chernabura Spit Site.

a: blade core; b—-+F: blade
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blade with fine marginal retouch on both edges;

3

hlade unifacially petouchsd to a point, brokens 1 buring

M, p-r: blade-like flakez with dorsal marginal retouch

around most of margins; o: flake fragment with reouch along

left lateral sdge. .
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Island end of the Chermnabura Bpit Site. R
pointsy c—¥:  projectile point fragmentsy g: broken
flake/blade with bimarginal retouch on both long edges

F: recbtanguloid with bkimarginal fine retouch on all but

i fFlake Tragment with bimarginal retouch
53

i pompletely bifacially petouched nubbing
k:  broken pigece with rough bimarginal retouch; 1,m:

biftacially retouched rectanguloids.

Figure g Crownd Stone and Bone Tools from the Small Island
end of the Chernabura Bepit Site. a3 bone harpooni b, f: bone

wadges: c,hei: cut bone fragmentsy di ground slate uly

traamenty 2: jet labret; g: worbked bone object.
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