
THE CONSTITUTION OF THE S~TATE 
OF ALASKA 

ARTICLE VIII 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
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body corporate. It shall have title to all real and 

personal property now or hereafter set aside for or 

conveyed to it. Its property shall be administered 

and disposed of according to law.-

SECTION 3. The University of Alaska shall be 

governed by a board of regents. The regents shall 

be appointed by the governor, subject to confirma

tion by a majority of the members of the legisla

ture in joint session. The board shall, in accordance 

with law, formulate poliey and appoint the presi

dent of the university. He shall be the executive 

officer of the board. 

SECTION 4. The legislature shall provide for the 

promotion and protection of public health. 

SECTION 5. The legislature shall provide for 

public welfare. 

ARTICLE VIII 

NATURAL RESOURCES 

SECTION 1. It is the policy of the State to en

courage the settlement of its land and the develop

ment of its resources by making them available for 

maximum use consistent with the public interest. 

SECTION 2. The legislature shall provide for the 

utilization, development, and conservation of all 

natural resources belonging to the State, including 

land and waters, for the maximum benefit of its 

people. 

SECTION 3. Wherever occurring in the natural 

state, ilsh, wildlife, and waters are reserved to the 

people for common use. 

SECTION 4. Fish, fmests, wildlife, grasslands, 

and all other replenishable resources belonging to 
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U1e State shall be utilized, developed, and maintained on the sustained yield principle, subject to preferences among beneficial uses. 
SECTION 5. The legislature may provide for facilities, improvements, and services to assure greater utilization, development, reclamation, and settlement of lands, and to assure fuller utilization and development of the fisheries, wildlife, and waters. 
SECTION 6. L..'lnds and interests therein, including submerged and tidal lands, possessed or acquired by the State, and not used or intended exclusively for governmental purposes, constitute the state public domain. The legislature shall provide for the selection of lands granted to the State by tJ1e United States, and for the administration of tJ1e state public domain. 

SECTION 7. The legislature may provide for the acquisition of sites, objects, and areas of natural beauty or of historic, cultural, recreational, or scientific value. It may reserve them from the public domain and provide for their administration and preservation for the use, enjoyment, and welfare of the people. 
SECTION 8. The legislature may provide for the leasing of, and the issuance of permits for exploration of, any part of the public domain or interest therein, subject to reasonable concurrent uses. Leases and permits shall provide, among other conditions, for payment by the party at fault for damage or injury arising from noncompliance with terms governing concurrent use, and for forfeiture in the event of breach of conditions. 

SECTION 9. Subject to the provisions of this section, the legislature may provide for the sale or grant of state lands, or interests therein, and establish sales procedures. All sales or grants shall con-

28 

r 
,. 
'· Public Notice 

Mineral 
Rights 

Mineral Leases 
and Permits 

j ~ I . : t \ ', ; • • • 

• i ' ! l ~ ~ . : \ ;• I~ . ; • 

: .1 . ; 
tain such reservations to the State of all resources as may be required by Congress or the State and shall provide for access to these resources. Reservation of access shall not unnecessarily ,impair the owners' use, prevent the control of trespass, or pre-clude compensation for damages.!.:: ;!·i;:;j.i. · . · · ! . •I • ., ·!. ' 1 ' 't · , ,• SECTION 10. No disposals · or leases of state lands, or interests therein, shall be made without prior public notice . and other safeguards of the public interest as may be prescribed by law. 

SECTION 11. Discovery and appropriation shall be the basis for establishing a right in those minerals reserved to the State which, upon the date of . ratification of this constitution by the people of Alaska, were subject to location under the federal mining laws. Prior discovery, location, and _filing, as 
prescribed by law, shall establish !a prior right to these minerals and also a prior right to permits, leases, and transferable licenses for their extraction. Continuation of these rights shall depend upon the performance of annual labor, or the pay
ment of fees, rents, or royalties, ; or upon other requirements as may be prescribed by law. Surface uses of land by a mineral claimant · shall be limited to those necessary for the . extraction or basic processing of the mineral deposits; or for both. Discovery and appropriation shall initiate a right, subject to further requirements of law, to patent of mineral lands if authorized by ' the State and not prohibited by Congress. The provisions of this section shall apply to all other minerals reserved to the State which by law are declared 11ubject to 
appropriation. 

SECTION 12. · The legislature ·shall provide for the issuance, types and terms of leases for coal, oil, gas, oil shale, sodium, phosphate, potash, sulf11r, pumice, and other minerals as may • be prescribed 
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by law. Leases and permits giving the exclusive 
right of exploration for these minerals for specific 
periods and areas, subject to reasonable concurrent 
exploration as to different classes of minerals, may 

: be authorized by law. Like leases and permits giv
ing the exclusive right of prospecting by geophysi
cal, geochemical, and similar methods for all miner
als may also be authorized by law. 

SECTION 13. All surface and subsurface waters 
reserved to the people for common use, except 
mineral and medicinal waters, are subject to appro
priation. Priority of appropriation shall give prior 
right. Except for public water supply, an appro
priation of water shall be limited to stated pur
poses and subject to preferences among beneficial 
uses, concurrent or otherwise, as prescribed by law, 
and to the general reservation of fish and wildlife. 

SECTION 14. Free access to the navigable or 
public waters of the State, as defined by the legisla
ture, shall not be denied any citizen of the United 
States or resident of the State, except that the 
legislature may by general law regulate and limit 
such access for other beneficial uses or public pur
poses. 

SECTION 15. No exclusive right or special privi
lege of fishery shall be created or authorized in the' 
natural waters of the State. This section does not 
restrict the power of the State to limit entry into 
any fishery for purposes of resource conservation, 
to prevent economic distress among fishermen and 
those dependent upon them for a livelihood and to 
promote the efficient development of aquaculture 
in the State. 

(The amendment to this section was approved by the 
voters of the Stale, August 22, 1972. This amendment add
ed the second selltence.) 

SECTION lG. No person shall be involuntarily 
divested of his right to the use of waters, his 
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interests in lands, or improvements affecting either, 
except for a superior beneficial use or · public 
purpose and then only with just ,compensation and 
by operation of law. , :. ·. ,:1;.q ' ,~ . · · ,· · 

. I ., ' 

SECTION 17. Laws and regulations governing 
the use or disposal of natural resources shall apply 
equally to all persons similarly situated with refer
ence to the subject inatter and purpos~ to be serv
ed by the law or regulation. . . . 

SECTION 18. Proceeding in . eminent domain 
may be undertaken for private ways of necessity to 
permit essential access for extraction or utilization 
of resources. Just compensation shall be made for 
property taken or for resultant 1 damages to other 
property rights. ' · : ·' li '>; i , : ' 
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ARTICLE IX 

FINANCE AND TAXATION 

SECTION 1. The power of taxation shall never 
be surrendered. This power shall not be suspended 
or contracted away, except as provided in this 
article. · : · -

SECTION 2; The lands and other property 
belonging to citizens of the United States residing 
without the State shall never be taxed at a higher 
rate than the lands and other property belonging to 
the residents of the State. , ; j : ·; .... 

SECTION 3. Standards for appraisal of all prop
erty assessed by the State or its political subdivi
sions shall be prescribed by Ia w. r:- ; · : · 

SECTION 4. The real and personal property of 
the State or its political subdivisions shall be ex
empt from taxation under conditions. and excep
tions which may be provided by law. All, or any 
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