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a»att. 11,.· 1111 

Mr. Chairman and me~ers ot the BubcomDlittee, I am William R. 

Reilly, A~in1•trator of th• u.s. Environmental Protection A9ency 

(E'PA) • 

When I travelled to Alaska, :t witn••••c1 tirat hand the 

~eva5t&ticn that area is experiencinq. The •pill or ove• 10 

million gailona or oil. in ·ono of the country•a mo•t pri8tine 

·environments 1• th• worst J.n u.s. history. It h•• apread over more 

than 3,000 sq. mile• ot vatar and has contaminated more than 1,300 

mile• of shoreline. It 1s atfeotinq land and ~arin• wi1d1if• and 

~ird5, as well aa the livelihood of thousand• of Alaskan citizens 

an4 the quality of the environment in PrinQe William sound. It ia· 

not c•rtain how lon9 it will take to recover trom thia ~•vaatatinq 

•pill. 

Given the serious implication• ot this inoid~t for the 

environment, I appreciate the opportunity to di•ouaa EPA's 

aotivities and concarns, alon; with the ac1aquacy ot oil l!lpill 

contingency plane, FederA1 requlation an~ ovaraiqht, and current 

measures to protect air and vater quality in the operation of the 

oil stora9e facility at th• Port of Valdez. I have been ~ireote~ 

to coordinate the lon~-range planning to restore ~he environment 
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ot Frinoo William Sound. You can be assured that !PA supports all 

cl•anup activities and will continue to provi~• any assistance 

necessary to 211iti9ate adverse ettect• and to help prevent 11uch 

accidents trom occur~ing again. 

Since tha Exxo~V)Jdez incident on Friday, March 24, 1iS9, 

th• Naticnal Responae Team (NRT) has conv•ned regularly to 

coordinate Fatteral respon~e activities. In ad41tion to tha 

respona• it~elt, much attention has been_focueed on the Preaiden~'• 

char9a to the NRT to prepare a report on the preparedn••• ~or, 

respona• to, and leODOnS laarned tram thi8 inci4ent (attached is 

the lstter charqinq the NRT with tbie taaX). ~h• report is t~ be 

•ubmitted to the Pra•i~ent in early May. 

The NRT's Report wills 

•• provid• a full de•cription of the incident, 

-~~•••• tha atatua ot prepare~n••• tor tho incident, 

c~oeoo th• raspon•• aotions ta~en, 

•• provide a preli~inary description of •ffects, 

•• 1~ant1!y follow-~p action• ne•dad (includin9 

supplemental reports), arid 

discuss leosona learne4. 
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Both near en~ lonq term implication• of thi• oil spill will 

A major toeu• will be an how we Cla·n improve 

propa~odneas and re&ponse tor auch inci4•nte, inoludin~ the etate 

ot the art ana. aV&\!lallility of technology ane1 equipment for 

re•pon~1nq to oil •pills. ~conom1c and enerqy impaota_will also 

b• addressed as appropriate. unrcrtunatelf, there has not baen 

much imp•cvement in ail cl•anup technology durinq the la•t decade, 

either in th• publio or th• private ceotora. 

ror the purpoaea of clarification, there are eave~al typos of 

contin9ency plan• that have an impagt on this sp111t th6 Federal 

Nat1Qnal Oil an~ Ha~ardo~• Subatancea Pollution continqenoy Plan, 

Reqional, Stat• and local qov•rn~ent pl~na, and induatry 

contingency plane~. 'l'hG plan with perhape the qroateat direct 

siqnificance to this inoi4ent 1• the oil Spill contin9ancy Plan 

tor the Val~•z Ter=inal developed ~Y the Alye•ka Pipeline serviga 

company. Tho moat ~ecGnt version ot this plan, which,wa• app~ovQd 

by the State of Alaaka in 1987 un~•r Title 10 of the Alaska stat• 

re9ul~tions, aasigna Alyeska respon•ibility for dir•oting eleanup 

ot $pill• r81U1ting trom operation or tank•rs in Prince Willi•~ 

Soun<1. 

The National cont1ngency.Plan, or NCP, waa mandated attar the 

~rrey convon ran asroun~ ift Mareh, 1967 Gpilling c;J.Qie ;o ~o 
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million gallon• .. 9f oil t.hat eventually wa•h•d. ashore. on En(jilish anc.\ -, 
Fr4nch beaches an~ caua1n9 massive environtz~ental anc1 -aconomic 

<1amcqe. ·Preeiaent John•on c1ir•c;:t.ed. the J)Qpartmant o~ .-tho Interior 

to taXe lead r•sponsib1l1ty in completin9 a mu1ti-69enoy 

continqeney plan for respondinq to auoh emer9engiea. Fro= that 

effort, the tirlt NCP ~a• c1eveloped in 1968, artd it established the 

Federal structure an4 re•ponsibility tor raspondinq to oil spill• 

and relea•ea o! hatardoua •Ubatanc••· xt alao cre~ted th* first 

National Rasponae ~eam, whicn I will daaorib• in qreater detail 

l~~•r• In l.~70 1 the National Continqency Plan was rGvisec! to 

dosiqnata !PA a& the Chair ot the NRT with Coast Guard •• vioe­

Chair. l am supplyin~, tor the raoor~, th• current NCP (40 erR 

Part 300). 

requiro~•nt •ince 1970 and haa •arved well in providing a 

coordinated Federal responsQ to •Pilla in th• nation'• waterways 

tor nearly 20 year•• ln th• cur•ent spill, th• u.s. Coa•t Guard 

has the lead in furnishing the on-acene coordinator (OSC) and is 

bein9 well aupportad by members ot: the Reqiona1 Rcsponae 'I'eam 

(RRT), which includ• the st~te ot ~aeka. 

Second, there are the industry contingency plan• which were 

re~ired by the stat• ot Ala•ka in connection vith the permitting 

of the Alaaka pipeline from Pru<1lloe Bay to VCLldez. 'I'h••• planeJ 

are d.esiqned, t:undac1, equipped, ~n~ implcamentec! by industry. Much 

criticism has baan voi~ed about tho adequacy of thase plans •ino• 

the spill oecurr•d. ono may ~•nerally conolu4a that th••• plano 

4 
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wera inA~equ~t• to control a apill ot tne mGqnitude of almoct 11 

~illion 9&1lona of oil in Prince William sound. 

A• you ma.y olraady kno'l/, the NRT*s 30-ciay Report to· tha 

Pra5idant will a~dra•• the overall a4equacy of oil spill 

contingency plana, lt il too soon to maka any spaoitic. comment• 

ra9ar~inq the adequacy of tha industrY, State or Federal 

continqency plana implem•nte<1 at the tim• of the inoidant in 

Alaska. Obviou•ly, there are daticiencies and weaknesaea, aa 

•videnced by the tro~endous ~mount of damag• to the ~nvironment 

and wilt1lite ot Prince ·-William Soun4. A team ct NR'l' 

repr•sentatives (IPA, Coaat Guard, and the Departments of the 

Interio~ anc1 Ener9Y) t:'•tu~ed a few days aqo trom Alaaka after 

reviewing in4ust~ and government (i.e. National, Reqional, osc, 

state ana looal) oil spill continqenc:y plan~. Th• team will 

complete a preli~inary analysis or the Alaakan Regional Respo~aa 

Team sf tort• and ~etermine tbe adaquaoy ct re•ourc•• in place, 

rcv1ev the coordination, =onitor1nq and cxarcising of State and 

local plana, examine prevention aspects, and finally, outline 

lessons lea.rno4 •nc1 l'c:acomm•ndationa. Until that team ·ha• an 

opportunity to report on what the1 have learned, it is premature 

to mako specific pronouncement• on What wa• wronq vith the plana 

or how they ahoula be changed. The 30-day rcaport. will provide a 

frameworX for th• :1ora detailed anc1 analytical. report on port 

readiness, ordered by the Praaident and to ~• oompl·eted. in •ix 

months. 
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The NR'l' report will turth•r a<1<1ress the implenl\ent4tion of 

pl~nninCJ an4 ite •.rtect on preventir:q environmental dama~e from 
.-

the oil spill in the sound. It will aescriba the respo~so· aotions 

taxen, identity ·avento that created dQlays, asse•• eff•ctivenes• 

ot oloa.nup operations, iclenti.ry research neada, and outline lessona 

learned and r«oQmmendations. 

%t •uat be emphasized that the oontinqency plannin~ procesB 

tor ports and h•rbors mu•t ba driven at the state and local l•v•l•. 

B•oauaa or stata and loc~l ontitios• detaile~ knowlad;e of th• area 

an4 th• situation, they are in the boat po•ition to i<1entify 

'rh• !'aderal 

qOVer!\mOnt hiiUII the respon•ibility tOr deV&lOping' Q"Uic1&nce and 

providing technical assi•tanea to State• and local oo~unitieJ in 

their plannini etforta. The Federal ~over~ent, h~ever, snoul~ 

not and cannot develop, r•viae, review and exercise all ot these 

c:ovornment at all levels and 1n~ustry wat vor}l; 

together to eneura that contin;ency plans are etfeQt1ve en~ useful. 

Aa stated ••~lier, the NRT wac eatabliahed in l7S8 an~ has 

been aotively addreasinq its raapona1b1litioa ev•r since. ~o NRT 

ha• met to eonaic!er numerous major oil and hazardous materials 

spill• and has provided reooJMtenda.tion" !or 1mprovuanta in F&Qeral 

proparednese and reepons• capabilitietJ. !'or example, tho NRT 

6 
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actively assiato~ in the st. Lawrence ~1v~r spill, th• Campeah• 

(IXTOC) Ineic!~t and th• Schuylkill RivGr Spill.. :It me.,ta monthly 

~o coordinate F•4eral preparedn••• and respon•• polici•a an~ 

pro;rama to ensure an adequate Federal cap~~ility to ~~~:tal IUoh 

incidents •• the Al~e~4n oil spill, 

EPA haa no r•qulatory authority to prevene release• as~ooit\tet1 

with oil tranoport ites&lf. The u.s. coaut cuar4 hac authority 

ovar the Port of Val~ez and over •hippini into and from the Port. 

The Department of ~ranaportation and the State ot Ala•k• h~va tn• 

primary euthority ovar tho pipeline into Valdez. Bacauae of thi• 

and th• fact that the National Transportation Safety Soard 

and ~e eoaat Guard Marine safety Office •rs investigatin9 the 

incident, it would be inappropriate tor me to comment at th1• time 

on actions pursuant t~ tho•e regulation• an~ att•ndant over1iqht. 

OH•QeSNB OOOaD~Toa A5V RESPONSXBILIT%11 

Either an !PA cr eoAat aua~d employee aaaumes tho role ot on• 

seeno cocrdin•tor (OSO) , depancUng on the location of an oil •Pill. 

EPA's jurisdiction qenarallY ia over inland navic;~lca waters above 

the tidal zone. ':be Coast Guar<1 9enerally ha• juriac!iQtion for the 

co~stal 1.one and tidal watera, th• Graat Lakea and lpecitia4 port• 

and harbora ot inland riv•rs auch as the Port of st. Loui•· Th• 

osc is responsible fo~ monitoring the olaanup (es .in tha case of 
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th• !:xxgn Val411 incident) or actually conduo·~in!J tll• r~aponaa 

action wh•n the ra•ponaible party ia not capable of re~p~n4inq or 

ia not P•~torminq the res~onse adequQtely, or when the incidont 

is beyond the eap•bility ot state or looAl resourc••· · Tn• osc has 

complete Federal responsibility for on-•~e~ene aations to· ••seas 

prevant, contain, assure cleanup of, or otherwise miti~ata spills 

of oil or ha~ardou~ •ubatances. An OSC's authority in Oil spills 

includes the ability to a~cass th~ 311(k) FUnd and to m~ke any or 

all decision• nec••aary to protect pUblic health an~ welfare, and 

the environment. 

Tha National Contin~ancy Plan establiahea two main eupport 

machani.ma for the osc. Fir•t, thG Regiona1 Response ~aam, which 

conaists cf Fede;oal and itata ac;•ncies Vt\ich ara ilq\Gdiately 

involved ~n ;r attae~ad by the spill, provides a4vica an~ 

a•sietanee en ~leanup operations. Amonq other thin;s, this may 

inolude coordinatinq with State •nd local aqenciee, aa1iatinq in 

establishinq re•ponac prioritie•, provi4in9 ecientitia an4 

t•ohnieal e~ertise and equipment, and ;1vinq &4vic• on how An~ 

when to use ~1uperaants. secondly, the National Respon~a T•am, 

vi th intaroat• and. expertise in various e.epecta at em•rqency 

reaponse to pollution incident•, oan help to coordinate the overall 

supply of equipm•nt, per•cnnel an4 other national loval support 

which ~ay bo needed tor a r••ponae. There are •everal •peeial 

t•amm available to ~•sist the OSC in re•pondin9 to 4n inei4ant, 

such as the Coa•t Guard's National Strike Force and ~lie 
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Information Ac•ist Team, EPA'• Environmental Reaponae T~a~ (ERT), 

and the National oceanic an4 Atmo•ph•ric Admini•trati¢n•a 

Scientific · Support coordinators. As • rcaault ot atronq 

coordination in the field and full cooperation of all appropriete 

depArtment• and aq~noies, tha NRT hac not ba•n requi~e4 to.provide 

4ir1Ct IIGiltl~~e in thia particular incident. It hos, however, 

dealt with ~oordination of Federal Aianoy actions at th~ n~ticnal 

l•v•l and the public information prooes1ea. 

111.•1 ROLli 

Deoauae the ~xxon VAldiJ 1no1dent occurred in coaatal watora, 

the eoaat cuard h•• the Ta~eral lea~ on ~eaponse overaight and ia 

the on-seen• coordinator (CSC). EPA 1• in a aupportinq role to 

th• coast Guard osc, by providinq literally hundreds of support 

· p4rsohnal in Velricua aspeotl ot th• overall etfot:t on site, at 

Headquarters, and in cu~ laborator1aa and Reqional Otticoe. EPA 

Reqion x, throuqh tha Regional Reaponae Team, is providinq 4ireet 

loqistical and tecbnical support to th• esc. Ther• ar• s•varal 

Reqion X technical peraonnel from va~ious =•~ia offices on-scone. 

They are involved in re&ponse overaiqht, environmental ilQpacts 

a.asiatanc•, and aborelin• protection and cleanup priori tio• .­

Em•~9•noy Reaponse Team ataff are on the ucen• providinq support 

to the ose and the. Alaska Stata Depattment ot Conaervation. Their 

capabi1itiea include 18ulti-media aamplino and analysia, h4\BIU;d 

evaluation, environmental asseasm9nt and c1aanup teohniqu•aJ and 
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taT personnel will ce performinq these tunotions as neede~. Thuo 

far, they have aond~ctec! overfliqhts of the ar•• to ••••a• the 

•ituation viaqally and have made site vieit• to areas im~act•d by 

tha spill to provide aesi•tance to the agenoiaa involved in 

atudyinq environmental impaota. Thay are also p~ovidin9 advice 

regardinq prioritiee tor shoreline oleafiqp and m•th0dol091•• pl~l 

tate and transport ot tho oil in the marin• environment, Future 

activities tor EPA ~·r•on"•l on-sctn• will include addresein9 the 

diapos.al ot cil.y waates and debris a.n<i d•tend.nation ot "How eleen 

ia clean?" towarda the en~ cf tho cleanup process. 

Within the. El'A, ve hav• aetivatea the National lneid•nt 

Coordination Team (NICT), Whieh aerve• a• a focal point ror overall 

internal Aqency coor~ination ettorta durinq omorqency •v•n~& that 

have national or international implications. It brinqs together 

a multi-pr09ram team to d•al with broad ie•ues during extrao;r\iinary 

emor;ency •1tuation•. The NICT was forme~ in response to avanta 

such as the release of methyl isocyan•te in Bbopal, India and the 

radiation release at cnornobyl, The Chair of thG NICT ia Jim 

Makria, Diregtor of the Chemical Emergency Preparadnosa and 

Prevention Otfioe J.n tha ottioe of SoliCl Waste and Eme:-c;ency 

~oaponse, and tha Inoident Alternate Chair for this event is Tudor 

oavies, Diregtor of the Office of Marine and Eatuarine Protection 

in the Otfice ot Water. Th• NICT ia_helping to or~aniza EPA's 

contribution to the ~•apon•o and will continue to coordinate IPA's 

aotiviti•• throughout this response. 

10 
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For th• tutura, aa I havG previously atate~, the President 

has aska~ ~· to ooordin~te the lonq ranqe planning to reatora the 

•nvironmant of Prinoe William Sound. We have etart•4 • number o! 

aotivitiQa that will draw on the ~ation•a leadinq soiantiata an4 

oil spill expert• es vall cs tha otn•r Fe4aral aqeno1•• that ara 

assossinq the effects of tho spill on the natural re•ou•oea and 

wildlife ot the Sound and tha Gulf ot Alaska • 

.t am establishinq a Scientific Advisory Pan•l that Will 
/ 

provide a oontinuinq source of aoientitic a~vios on tha technical 

i•suaa ralat~d to restoration of tha Sound. Thia qrcup of expa~ 

•ciontiate from universities, qovernment agengi•• an~ the pr1v•t• 

seotor will convene next month to review restoration activities 

already underv~y and to conaider additional activities. ~· qroup 

will report directly to m• and vill meet as nacessary over the next 

tow yeara to ensure that all relevant idea• are •valuated and 

con•idered •• part of the cleanup of tbe spill. 

ona of thG i=m•diata actions already begun is •valuation ct 

some· innovative cleanup technique• that· may .b• &l)le to rJpaec1 

recovery ot tho sounc1. This week, the EPA re•earch office convened 

a seientifio workshop to inveatigate the feasibility ct applying 

bioremadiation teohniquea to clean up the oil. Bioremediation, cr 

biclogical c1egrac1ation, involvee the Ula of microor9anisms to break 

do~ the oil -- in this case .tho question ia whether the naturally 

11 
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ocourrinq orqaniama can be stimulated to speed up tho prooea• that 

occurs in nature. This qroup ot technical el(ports wil~-~ evaluate 

the axi•t.in9 technique• and assess their applicability to the 

conditiona in Pringe willi&m Sound. Althouqh th1e 1• a relatively 

new t•ehnoloqy an~ va must be cautious about our oxpeotationa, this 

qroup =•Y reoomznen~ proceec11ng with sol!Se tests or . 4emon•tration 

projects. !PA with other Fe~er~l agencies is praparin9 a lon9-term 

raaearch plan which will be directed at •tudie& on how to prc=ote 

reoovory ot thA productivity of th• marin• aooay•tem. 'rha 

~oientifio Advisory Panel will nave an active role in our reaa1rcb 

plAnning. 

The preparation ot a long-term re•earch plan by EPA will 

auqmont the ttama.ge auaessment program bainq oond~ctatS by the 

Nat.ural Resources Trust••• - Department ot th~ Interior, Depar.-tment 

of Com!a•ree (NOM), Department of Agr!oulture ancl the state of 

Alaska. The 'l'nustaes are recognizac1 under the Fe4eral Hater 

Pollution Control Aet as impltuQ•nte(1 by thea NCP and Executive Order 

1aseo. The Trust••• are roapon•ible tor ass•••=ent of d~maqea tor 

injuri•• au•tei~ed by natural resources and en•urin9 compan•ation 

tor environmental ham. Ths 'I'ruateea reachad a financial aqr•eJUent 

with Exxon laat w••k to fund the damage aase•sment. By aqree=ant 

with th• Trusteea, EPA will be an inteqral part of the proces• in 

order t.o insure that the Trustees• •!torts provide tho prop4lr input 

to the au.bsequent etforta, In addition, EPA will provid• teohnia«l 

support and aa•iatance to the 'I'rust•ea in such area& as monitoring; 

12 
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testing, samplinq and technolOiY. Tha thruat is to be certain that 

overlap•, rcdund~noy an~ duplication are minimised or eliminat&d, 

and tha~ all ag•noies with respons1bil1tiea are vorkin9_ toq•ther. 

The Trustee agree~ant ioes a lonq way towar~ asauring that, 

Th•r• ia one issue re9arain9 tho imple~ent•tion of -the Clean 

Air Act and AlyQska. Questions have beon raiaa4 ~ the State of 

Ala•ka an~ EPA Req!on X concerning the ac!equaoy o_f tlle Alye&ka 

Pipalin• s•rvice C01%1pGny • • air pollution controls on the 'l'rana 

Alaaka Pipeline syatem ('rAPS). The tvo llfJIIncies have :baen 

1nve11tigatinq air ·quality of the Alycaska operation due to the 

introduction of incre~•ea amcunta of natural 9a8 liquids (NGLe) 

into the pipeline. In 1~t• 1986 1 the pipeline c11· produears 

con•t:ructed a natural qaa conditioning- plant, reaulting in a 

qreater amount ot NGta enterinq the pipeline and ultimately 

arrivinq at the Va14ez terminal. These added NGLG lnoreaae the 

volatile orga.nie gQmpounchll (VOC) emi tt.ea, ra1ainC] the issu• ot 

whether air quality ViOllltions have occurrefio The increase in voce 
and other ch~nges to terminal facilities have led the State 4nd EPA­

to conclude that those may b• major moditicationa and therefore, 

Alyeaka may neec1 to apply tor appropriate air quality per= its, The 

diapute ecncernm the operational and physic•l changes attecting 

13 
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one 

new air eont~!nment diecha~• permit•, 

WATER tSSUESt. 

There are two major Clean Water Act (CWA) iaau•• that relate 

to va'ter cauality concerns arisinq from th.e oper-ation ot the 

facility at the Port ot Vald~z. First of all, the Oil Pollution 

Provantion regulation (40 CFR Part 112) requires that owner~ ·And 
.·· 

operators ot non-transportation rela.tec2 faailitio• (th• Valdez oil 

atoraqe and loading ta~inal would be conm1c1•r•~ non-tranaportaticn 

related) prepare and ilnpl•m•nt a •Pill prevention, oontrol and 

oounter=aaauraa (BPCC) plan. spec plana should analyze the 

potential sourcea of accidental sp1lla of oil (C·i· failuro ot oil 

·stora;• tank•, potentiAl breaks in tranafer linea uaed to load 

tankers, etc.) and identity prevGnt1on meaaures oon•i•tent with 

9ood enginoorin9 practiQe tollowinq the 

After the Ashland oil IIPill on 

January 2, 1988, in ~loritte, Pennsylvania, in Which approximately 

ona mil1ion ~allons of oil wero sp!llo~ into tha Monongahela kiver, 

~n interagency teak rorco 1•suo~ recommand&tions conoerninq th• 

regulations that includaa, among other things• a recommendation 

that they be ~noc!ified to ~nake moat ourrent ~1c1elin•s required 

~raotio••· lt also ~ecom=enaed that the regulation include mor• 

apeoitic contin~enay planning requirements (that is actiona taken 

14 
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to reepond to a apill aft•r it occur• rather than pract1ge• to 

preven~ oil f~m b•inq released) than are currantly contained in 

the r•gulation. 2PA is nov takinq action to implem•~t-the•a re­

commQndation• throu~h a~endm~nts to the BPCC requlation•. 

Saoondly, there orQ National Pollutant Diooharqa ~li~ination 

system (NPDES) permittinq requirement• establishe~ pursuant to t~e 
Clean Wttter Act. Facilities that diueharg-e waatewatat' fro%2l a point 

•ourc•· muat h•v• an NPD~S permit. one ot the ma,cr ~aquirement• 

plao•(! in auoh. a permit is limitGtions on the amount cf·pollutant:a 

that may be diecharqed with the waatewater. Limitation• 11ay be 

based on an analy•is of the reeoivinq water quality ~•qui~.ment• 

or the ava.ilabl• treatJnent technoloqy, Whichever 111 more 11triniont. 

A =ajor •ource or waatawater at the Valdez te~nal is baliast 

wat•r unloaded from tankers takinq on oil at the terminal, Sinca 

the b~llast uauallf qoes in the •ame tanks aa the oil, it will ~· 

Qontcminated with oil from the previoua load. Approximately 2.2 

million barr•la ct oil per ~ay ie the oil t~~n•fer rate throu;h the 

terminal. Wh11e ~allaat 1• not loaded on a one for one basis with 

oil, ballast water ~ischarqea tro~ the Valdez ter=inal would be on 

tho orc1er of a. 8 million gallons per day. Thia water than 

underqo•• treatment before it i• ~·turned to the sound. 

rn addition, eaotion 311 of the Clean Water Act i• tho primary 

Federal tundinq authority for dealinq with oil apilla into vator. 

·zt p•ovi4ea torJ 
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Pedaral authority for respon•• ~o oil •Pill• into 

or within the territorial aea•, the coaatal zon•, 

and inl•nd navigable wat•r•, lnclucU.nciJ A<1jo1n1n~ 

•horeli.neat 

a notitiaation =•ch~nislZl for apills throu~h the 

Nationa~ Re~ponse Center (funded by bOT an4 !PA and 

op•rated bf the Co~et q~l~); 

liability of the rQspon•ible party for the Cleanup 

or the Federal co•~• ot 2:>emoval an~ aWROiie to 

natural reaourc•at 

-- establishment or • ravolvinq fun4 (311(~) Fund) 

tinancad moatly throu9h Federal appropriations from 

the General Treasury or responsible partiea 

rai~urain~ the costs or Federal cleanup actionst 

•nd 

•••kin9 injunctive reliat in court. 

In raoo9nition ot the enormity ot the required etfcrt, tht 

Precid•nt escalated the reeponae, br1nq1ng in Secretary of 

~ransportation Skinn~r an~ Admiral Yost, aupported by th• at!orts 

ot the Department ot Defense to ensure that everything th• Federal 

gov•rnment oan do ia bein~ done. Alao, zxxon has provided 415 

million to a trust t~nd to begin the attorta to roturn the 
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onviron=ont of Prince william souna to its pravioua st~te. !PA ia 

suppo~ing theae ett'ort• with p•~sonn4!11, equipment and technical 

assiat.ance. In a<ldition to t:h••• Offort•, the people ot Alaeltta an~ 

throuqhout the united atata• er• oallinq to volunt••r t~~ir time 

and •ttorts ·to asaiat in the responae and cleanup. · Exxon and 

involved F•~•ral aqsnoies are coordinatin~ the hirinq and 

doploymont ot th••• committed worxer• to enaure their affective 

use. 

A mas•ive oil apill has taken place, cau1inq •igl'liticant 

adverse environl%lental and economic i2npacts to the ci~izene ot 

Alaska. and to tha natural resourcee ot the United States. · 'rha 

ro•pon•ibl• party, Exxon, has assumed thG lea~ for oleanin9 up th• 

apill and dealing with the environmental and aoonomio damage. Tha 

coast auard ia responsible tor ensurin~ that the cla•nup activities 

•r• adequate. Many agencies of tho Facteral qovarnment, inQl~c.Sing 

EPA, are aupportih9 the coast Guard. efrort. EPA ha• marllilh&lle~ ita 

various resourcea to help minimize, to tho beat of it• ability, the 

••perouasions tor ~e environment. Thie taa~ will not be quiokly 

accomplishe~, bUt EPA is committe~ to continuing ita aftorta until 

the job is done. Finally, EPA will fUlly participate in ehe report 

to the Preoi4ent on how the praperedne•• tor an~ responaa to those 

incidents miqht be !~proved in the future. 

That oompletea my prepared stat-mont, Mr. Chair.man. I would 

b• pleased to anmwer any quoat1on• the Bubco=mittae may h~ve. 

17 


