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lU:l:ST(llUNG THE SOUNO AFTER THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPl:Lij: 
AN OVE!lV:tEW 

SUPERS: Stan Senner, Restoration Program Manager 
REPORTER: Michelle Syde:man 
PRODUCER: Terence O'Malley 
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SUGGES'rED LEAD: As Exxon prep<;1.re s to wrap up cleanup operations i n 

Prince William Sound al'ld the Gulf of Alaska for a second year, the 

state a.nd federal governments are gearing up fer what is liksly to 

be a n e qua lly Ol"J.allenginq job~ restoring the na.tur al resources that 

wer e damage d by the liilpill to a heal thy and productive concU tion. 

Tonight ii'Je take a (!}ffii> at the first of three segments on 

restorat ion of the oil spill area. 

AUDIO; A year and a half after the Exxon Valdez oil spill ; 

sc.ientists are looking for ways to restore plant and anim~l 

populaticma that were d.ali\8;~$& by the nearly 11 million gallons of 

North Slope crude. tha.t poured into Prince William Sound. 

S(JUNDBI'rE (Senner): The restoration program is the positive side of 

the oil spill; and .it's a chance to right the wrong that was 

brought on the environment and the people who depend on and love 

this enviromnant in Alaska. ( 18:04) 

AUDIO: Restor·ation is the third phase of ·the state and federal 

response to the spill: the first being clean-up and the second, 

s c ientific assessment of tha damage caused by the spi ll. By law, 

the party responsible for a spill must pay the costs of cleanup, 
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damage assessment and restoration. 

~? 
SOU:NDBI'l.'E: ( uwe really do not know when those funds migM::. become 

available or h0\'17 much they might amount to. 1t is conceivable that 

wa 're talking millions 1 o:r.- we could be :talking about billions of 

dollars that ara available for restoration." (5:03) 

AUDIO: Until payment is received from Exxon and others; the state 

and fad~ral governments are jointly funding the restoration 

planning prcH:tess. This process began with a. public symposium on 

restoJ:'ation :tn Anchora.qa; workshops with national axpert.s in the 

field of restoration, and public meatinqs in col'lh'tl.ttnitiaiS affected 

by the spill. 

SOUNDBITE (Senner): We're committed to involving tha public, both 

as a ri!H:::~urce as ideas, but also to give us a SEH1.Se of what their 

priorities are~ People living in areas directly affected by the 

oil ~pill need and d.eserve an opportun.ity to .be able to tell U$ and 

other decision-:maka:rs. what their ::r.·eatoration pric,ri t .ies would be i 

what's important to th@m. (13:29) 

AUO!Ot Ideas for possible restoration projects have ranged from 

constructing new hatcheries to purchasing· critical forest habitats 

to establishing an environ:me.n"ital trust fund~ 

restoration feaaibility studies are underway. 

currently, five 

These include 

studies to identify ways to restore intertidal veqetat.ion and help 

rebuild bird populations harmed by the spill. 
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If and when funds become a'.h:U.lab1e for actual restoration work, the 

state and federal governments will be ready with a plan fo r htnv to 

use those funds, an~. people around the world will be intensely 

interested in the work that's done. 

SOUNDBITE (Senna:r) ~ The pa:r.:'ticular restoration project we' ra 

engaqad in is ISln:tirely unprecedented. There has never been an 

attempt to restore the envlron:m~nt following- att oil spill at this 

level. It 1 S simply unprecedented .... The good opportunity here 

for all of us is that we have a chance to break new ground and 

defir.;e what environmental restor ati on is all about 1 and hopefully-­

and really this is the 90a1-~to come up with a program that is 

responsiv e to the concern~ of all Al t'Htl:ka:ns and the nation* (10: 00) 

End 
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:RESTORING THE SOtJ'ND AFTER THE E:LXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL: 
F..ESEEDING FTJCUS ~.ND RESET'J:LING FAUNA 

SUPERS : Frank Roddy 1 tJni versi ty of Ala&J{a 
Andy Hooten, University of Alaska 

REPORTER: Michell& Sydeman . 
PRODUCER~ ~arence O'Malley 

SUGG!<::!STED LEAD: Last night wa reported on a new state-federal 

project to find ways to restore plant and animal life that 'daS 

damag·:!il:d by tha Exxon Valdez o:i.l spill. Today we take a closer look 

a.t t\'lo restoration feasibility studies baing carried out in Prince 

wil l iam sound. 

AUDIO: tJni versi ty of Alasl~a r esearchers in Herring Bay have baEm 

working sinc~a oaarly summer o:n a saries of studies to measure how 

tGcue, a 1narine alga~ found through 1..1t Prince William sound, was 

affected by last year 1 !ill spill, and how it is recovering ·iorem :i'l. 

SOUND:SITE (Roddy) ~ Fucus is a b:r·ow:n algae or seaweed tl'lat in this 

a.r$a. :i.s dominant l11 tha intertidal and it. 1 s become very important 

as a food source for small invertebrates and also as a substrate 

for llerri.ng to lay their eggs upon •• , What we're doing here is 

studying ~ems and ho·w well it grows in both oiled. and unoiled 

sites and basad on the information gained from this, it can 

possibly give us some il"li!iiio;Jht into how \'le may go about restoring 

the {ucus that's been destroyed. in the diffQre:nt areas. ( 19:55, 

then 7:05) 

AUDIO: Scientists are inv~stigating the extent to which fGcus eggs 
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and ge:rmlings are developing 

treated, in an effort to help determine 

return to areas 'Y.Jhare they were once abundant., 

{&reus plants 

Some ecologistlOr. 

hav~ suggested th~t the stata and federal governments undertake a 

massive reseeding program, si.nce ficus is a critical component of 

the marin~ ecosystem. 

Scientists are also studying how quickly intertidal organisms 1 such 

as starfish, li:rn.pets 1 and srtails, are returning to oiled and 

treated shorelines. 

SOUNDB!TE (Hooten) : We !'ii.lso want. to look at the i.mpact. t b.a t oiling 

may have had on limpets becau.as li:mpet~t are vsry important. grazers 

on the shoreline. They ke:ep 8'1 lot of ·the shoreline clean for 

barnacles to be able to continue to filter wi thotlt :beinq 

outcompeted hy the growth of alyae. They provide a clean sub8trate 

for ot h e r organ. isms to be able Jco carry out their daily business. 

(6:10 o) 

(Show oiled vs. un ... oil~d rocks., Andy by caqss, etc ... ) 

AUDIO~ The results of both studias will include recol'!ll'fienda:tions to 

state and federal officials on t>1l1at 1 if anyt.hing, sciantists can d6 

to speed the recovery of ~cus and intertid~l fauna, and to help 

Prine~ Williaiu Sound and Gulf of Alaska ecosyiilitems ret.urn to a 

productive and healthy condition. 
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SUGGBSTED CLOSING STA'l:EMENT: Tomorrow night 1 wet 11 finish this 

series 't·tith a look at two m.qre restoration feasibility studies that 

are underway,. 
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P.ESTORING 'IW.!IS SOUND AFTER~ EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILLi 

l'ORCHl\.SlN~IGIITS TO PROTECT B.\U!EDING IIABITAT FOJii. BIRDS 

SUPERS: Kathy Kuletz, u .s . Fish and Wildlife Service 
sam Patton, Alaska Department of Fish and Game 

REPORTER: Michelle Sydeman 
PRODUCER~ Terence O'Malley 

F' D K 1_1 

SUGGESTED LEAD : Arid tonight we show the third of a series on a 

state-federal project to identify ways to rastore natural resources 

that ware damaged by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

AUDIO: l~ore than 36, ooo bird carca!sses were recovered following the 

Mar .. ch 1989 wreck of the. Exxon Valdez. ~sc ' · ~s .s estimate that as 

. . . ' ~ " th .J.,, .h many as 270,000 b:trds ~-nay have dJ..ed a. i\ · . lt of . ·e sp:~..1..~· T e 

state and f e r.ieral governnvsnts a re now looking for 'tvays to rebuild 

bird populations that were damaged. 

i:l. whole lo't you can do to restore a population in terms of 

providing them food. The bast you can do is secure their nesting 

habitat and not interfere with that aspeeJe of their llfe history. 

And so for marbled murrelets, that would include protecting some 

upland areas from development ~encroaching on their habi tart. 
? (9:10) 

SOUNDBITE (Sam Patton, ADF&G): One of the ideas that has ccrro.e 

across in some of the restoration plar:ming is the protection of 
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breading habitat for the harlequin duck, which would be ona of the 

more important. features to hel p the population recover froln the oil 

spill. Ls t ! s face it, you're not going to gat any recovery without 

augmenting ths population, ana the population. aug-ments itsalf 

through r$production. (2:10) 

AUDIO: Marbled murrel~ts and harlequin ducks are two spaci~s of 

birds that are receiving attention fron'l relliltoration scientists .. 

Though they are both marine b~rds 1 they ne~t and raisa their young 

inland rathGr than along the shoreline. They also feed in 

intertidal or nearshore areas. Because these areas 1...rere hit. hard 

significantly affected by the spi115 

Scientists are now exploring ways to bring murrelet and harleq;.J.in 

populations back to their pre-1;1pill levels. Because of the 

difficulties involved in breeding or relocating- captive or "lild 

birds 1 many scientists think the best approach is not to let 

anything interfare with the populations f ability to nattlrally 

recovar. Some citizen groups have suggested that the state and 

federa l governments consider buying timber rights to lands proposed 

for logging, since loss of th~ habitat in t'lhioh these birds neert 

::may threaten t:.hei:r ability to b:rsed. 

SOUNDBITE (Sam Patton): If harleq-llins are going to breed along 

st:t·eams that are going to be logged, then t.he h~,rl8qo..:tin ha.bitat is 

going to be de$troyed and you won. v t get population recovery. One 
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concerned is kind of like a 1-2 puneh: one punch from the oil and 

the next punch f r om logging, and that could dri ve the population 

down . ( 3 : 3 a ) 

_UOICH Pr,::~ponent.s of thi!i proposal to buy ti:r.tber rights in critical 

wildlife habitat ara~us arqua that protection of habitat is a 
concrate and ~ffective way to achieve the objeotiv~s of the 

would limit 

employment. 

At present, however, th~ i ency r estoration t.ean:t is collect.inq 

in.formation it wlll · ed 

:merit f:t·om a bi ogie.1al perspective. the 

input of the · ublic will ultimately be used to 

will be t;r. en to restore bird and otl'u~r wildlife populations in oil 

spill 

T~~~~Qk~~J ~-- -
End 
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