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RESTORING THE BOUND APFTER THE EXYON VALDEZ OIL SPILI:
AN OVERVIEW

SUPERS: sStan Senner, Rastoratilon Program Hanager
REPORTER: Michelle Sydeman
PRODUCER: Terence O'Malley

SUGGESTED LEAD: As Exwon praparss to wrap up ¢leanup coperations in
Prince William Scund and the Gulf of Alaska for a second year, the
gtate and federal governments are gearing up for what is likaely to
be an egually challenging job: restoring the natural resources that

were damaged by the gpill to a healthy and productive conditien.

Toright we take a (long) at the first of three segments on

regtoration of the oll eplll area.

AUDIO A vear and a half after the Exxeorn Valdsz oil =pill,
sclentiste are looking for ways to restore plant and animal
populations that were damsgéd by the nearly 11 million gallons of

North Sleps crude that poured inte Prince William Seound.

SOUNDBITE (Senner):! The restoration progran ls the positive side of
the oil epill, and it's a chance to right the wrong that was
brought on the enviromment and ths peopls who depend on and love

this environment in Aleska. (18:04)

AUDIO: Restoration iz the third phase of the state and federal
ragponse to the gpill: the first being clean-up and the second,
goilentific assesenment of the dsmage caused by the gpill. By law,

the party responeible for a spill must pay the coste of cleanup,




damage assessment mnd restoration.

W?

SOUNDBITE: A "We veally do not know when those funds might become
avallable or how much they might amount to. It is concelvable that
wa're talking millions, or we could be talking ahout billions of

dollsre that are avallable for restoration.' (5:03)

AUDIO: Untlil pavment is received from Exxon and others, the state
and fedaral governments are Jolintly fumﬁing the restoration
planning process. This pfﬁgaég began with 2 public symposium on
rastoration in gﬁﬂhﬁfﬁgé, worksheps with national experts in the
tield of restoratlon, and public meetings In communities affected

by the apill.

BOUNDBITE (Senner): We're committed to involving the public, both
as a source az ideas, but alse to give us a sanee of vwhat thelr
priovities are. Psople living in areas directly affected by the
all 8pill nesad and deserve an gﬁygriﬁﬁity to be gable o tell ug and
other decision-makers what thelr restoration priorities would bs,

what'e important to them. (13:25)

AUDYIO: Ideas for possible restoration projects have ranged from
constructing naw hatchariss to purchasing critical forest habitats
to establishing an environmental trust fuﬁﬁﬁ currently, five
restoration feasibillity studies are underway. Theze include
studies to identlify ways to restore intertidal vegetatlon and help

rebulld bird populstions harmed by the spill.
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If and when funds becomns avallable for actual restoration work, the
states and federal governments will be ready with a plan for how o
uge those funds, and people arcund the world will be intensely

interested in the work thatis done,

SOUNDBITE (Benner): The particular restovation project wa'rs
sngagad in is entirely unprecedented. There has never been an
attempt to restore the environment Ffollowing an oll apill at thie
level. It's simply unprecedented. . . . Tha good opporbtunity here
for all of uas is that we have =z chance to breask new ground and
define what envirormental restorstion ig all about, and hopefully=-
and veally this is the geal--© come up with a program that ié

rasponsive Lo the concerns of all Alaskans and the natlon. (10:00)

End
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RESTORING THE SOUND AFTER THE BEXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL:
RESEEDING FUCUS AWND EESETTLING FAUNA

BUPERS: Frank Roddy, University of Alasks
andy Hooten, Univeraity of Alasks
REPORTER: Michells Sydeman
PRODUCER: Tarence 20'HMalley

[k}

UGGESTED LEAD: Last night we reported on a new state-fadaral
project to find ways to restore plant and animal life that was
damaged by ths Exxon Valdez oil spill. Today we take a closer lock
at two restoratlion feagibility studies being carrled out in Prince

William Sound.

AUDIO: University of Alaska researchers in Herring Bay have baen
working since sarly summer on & series of studiss to measure how
Eé@ag, a marine algas found throughout Prince William Sound, was

affected by last year's #pill, and how it is recovering Sees—le-

SCUNDBITE {(Roddy): Fucus is & brown algae or seawsed that in this
arsa is dominant in the intertidal and it's become very important
ag a food source for small invertsbrates and also as a substrate
for herring to lay thelr eggs upon. . . What we're doing here iz
studying %éﬁus apnd hew well it grows in both olled and unoilad
sites and based on the information gained from this, it can
pogslbly give us some insight inbto how we may go about restoving
the f%gug that's been destroyed Iin the different areas. (19:55,

then 7:05)

AUDIO: Scientiste are investigating the extent to which Eéﬁ%ﬁ sgys




W%@e
and germlings are developing on rocks ¢ ware oiled” andiess

t

treated, in an effort to help determine how to\halp ﬁﬁhus plants

a1

eturn to areas whers they weve once abundant. [ Some ecologists
have suggested that the state and federal governments undertake a
nassive reseading program, singe Fééug is a oritical componsnt of

the marins ecosystem.

Sclentists are also studying how guickly intertidal organisms, such
az starfish, limpets, and snailes, ars veturning te oiled and

traated shorelinss.

BOUNDBITE (Hooten): We alsoe want to look at the impact that oiling
may have had on limpets becausse limpets avre very important gragers
on the shorelina., Thay keep & 1%t of the shoreline clgan fox
barnasles to be able to ocontinue to Filter without being
sutcompeted by the growth of algae. Thay provide a clean substrate
for other organisms to be able to caryy out thelr dally business.

(6110 @)
{B8how oliled va. un-olled rocks, Andy by cagss, eto...)

AUDIC: The rasulits of both studiss will include recommendatlions to
state and federal officiale on what, 1f anything, scientlists can 4o
to gpeed the reacovery of E%ﬁﬂﬁ atid intertidal fauna, and to help
Prince William Sound and Gulf of hlaska scosyvstens return to a

proeductive and healthy conditicon.

AV A C/ﬂtﬂmzadé?QA?%7&é%§;E§z{4i4a?
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BUGGSESTED CQILOBING ETATEMENT:
geries with a loock st two more

are underway.

JUMERL

Tomorrow night, wa'll finish thi

-]

restoration feasibility studies that

End
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BEESTORING THE BO0UND APTER THE EXYON VALDEZ OIL SPILL:
PURCHAS TNE(TTMBER Eiﬁ%ﬂg T PROTECT BREEDNTHG HARITAT POR BIRDE

BUPERS: Kathy Kuletz, U.8. Fish and Wildlife BService
Sam Patton, Alaska Dspartment of Fisgh and Game
REPORTER: Michelle Sydeman
BRODUCER: Terence O'Malley

SUGGRSTED LEAD: And tonight we show the third of a seriss on a

L]

tate~-faderal projsct to idantify ways to restore natursl resources

that were damaged by the Ewxon Valdez oll spill.

RUDIC: More than 36,000 bird carcamses were recovered following the

March 193% wreok of the HBywon Valdez, SBoisnfi
maAnY as 270,000 birds may have died af & restit of the spill. The

A

state and federal geovernments are now looking for ways to raebuild

%2 antlimats that asz

bird populationz that wers damaged.

SOUNDBITE (Kathy Kuletsz, ¥W8): As with most seabirds, thera's not
a whole lot vyou can do to restore & populatiecn in terms of
providing them food. éhﬁ best you can do ig secure theilr nesting
habitat and not interfers with that aspect of thelr 1ife history.
And so for wmarbled murrelets, that would includs protecting sous
upland sreas from development é%g)aﬁ@rﬁﬁchiﬁg on their hablist.
(9:10) K

SOURDBITE {Sam Patton, ADF&E): One of the idess that has ocone

acrogss in some of the restoration plenhing iz the protection of
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braading habitat for the harlsguin duck, which would be one of the
nore lmportant features to halp the population recover from the oil
epill. Let's fage 1t, vou're not geing te get any recovery wlithout
sugmenting the population, and the population augments itself

through reproduction, (2:10)

AUDIO: Marbled murrelsts and harleguin ducks are two szpeclies of
birds that are receiving attention from restorvation sclentists,
Though they ars both marine blrds, thay nest and raise thelr young
inland vrather than along the shoreline. They also fesd in
intsertidal or nearshove aress. Becauss these areas were hit hard
by +the =pill, thesse +two species are likely t¢ have been

glgnificantly affected by the spill.

Bolentists are now exploring wayes to bring purrelet and harleguin
populations back to thair pre-spill levels. Becauze of the
difficulties invelved in bressding or relocating captive or wild
birds, many scientists think the best approach is not e let
sanything interfere with the populations® ability to naturally
recover. Bome cltlzen groups have guggestsd that the state and
federal governmants conslder buying timber riqhés to lands proposed
for logging, since loss of the habitat in which these birds nest

may threaten thelr asbllity to breed.

SOUNDBLTE (Sam Patton): If harleguine asve golng to bresd along
streamns that are goling to be logged, then the harlequin habitat iz

going to be dastroyed and you won't get population recovery. One
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of the things we're concernad about as far as the harlequln duck is
concerned is kind of like & 1-2 punch: one punch from the oll and

the next punch frowm logging, and that could drive the population

wildlife habitat areas argus that protection of habltat is a
concrata and effective way to achieve the objectives of the
restoration progrvam. They point out that this approach will have
long-lasting benefite to many wildlife specles and to human uses,
guch ag tourism, recrsatlon, commerclal fishing, and subslstencs,

'

>¢her hands, there 1& doncern that purghase of timber rights

would limde P4l resources, Ilngcomas and

employment.

information it will né o deterifine whether this proposal has

merit information and the




