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Process for Identifying Critical Habitat: 

RPWG met June 4 with the Alaska Office of The Nature Conservancy 
(TNC) regarding a request for a proposal to develop a process for 
identifying and screening habitats for possible protection. RPWG 
described the details on thP. nature and scope of work desired. 
Potential vehicles for entering into a work agreement were 
discussed. A challenge cost-share agreement with the U.S Forest 
Service, funded by U.S EPA, was identified as one feasible option. 
TNC expressed interest in entering into such an agreement and after 
meeting next week with their headquarters office, is expected to 
submit a proposal and cost estimate. This project would focus on 
habitats located on non-public lands. 

Identification of Restoration Study/Research Needs for 1992: 

RPWG will hold a planning meeting on June 12 with the NRDA Chief 
Scientist, Robert Spies, and four peer reviewers to identify 
restoration science information needs for the 1992 field season. 

Restoration Federal Register Notice: 

Individual agencies continued to refine their proposed study and 
work plans to get them into a form acceptable for public release. 
Completion of this process is delaying publication of the FR 
Notice. 

State of Alaska: Deparunents of Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation 
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and Interior 



RPWG Activity Report, 6/3-7/91 
June 10 , 1991 
Page 2 

Marine Habitat Protection Review: 

Preliminary contacts were made to determine the availability of key 
participants for a marine habitat protection workshop scheduled for 
1-2 August . Formal invitations will follow. 

Other Meetings 

RPWG representatives participated in two Management Team Committee 
meetings: organizational structure, and the review of Technical 
Services No. 3. 

cc: RPWG 
Legal Team 
Bob Spies 
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Marine Habitat Protection Systems Review: 

RPWG met on 5/30 to discuss the schedule for and content of 
review of marine habitat protection systems. A two-day workshop 
has tentatively been scheduled for August 1-2 in Anchorage at 
CACI. About eight agency resource protection system experts and 
perhaps two non-governmental people will be invited to attend to 
share their experiences with various marine habitat protection 
systems. This information, together with information on the 
habitat requirements of species injured by the oil spill, will be 
used to evaluate the suitability of various marine habitat 
protection options for restoration purposes. 

Restoration Federal Register Notice: 

The Federal Register notice is nearly ready for signature. 
Incorporation of legal review and RPWG comments into restoration 
science study workplans is still in progress. 

Process for Identifying Critical Habitat: 

RPWG will meet next Tuesday, June 4, with the Alaska Nature 
Conservancy to discuss the request for a proposal for developing 
a process for identifying critical habitat. 

State of Alaska: Departments ofFish & Game, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation 
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and Interior 
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Recovery Literature Synthesis: 

Cooperative agreements with Point Reyes Bird Observatory (birds), 
University of Washington (fish and shellfish), and Hubbs-Sea 
World Research Institute (invertebrates and marine mammals) are 
nearing completion and signature. A meeting between RPWG and the 
literature review principle investigators is tentatively 
scheduled for 20 June in Seattle. 

Review of NRDA Studies: 

RPWG discussed the schedule for preparing 1991 restoration 
science study reports and proposing 1992 restoration studies. 
The work group will try to integrate the schedule into the 
overall NRDA schedule. 

cc: RPWG 
Legal Team 
Bob Spies 
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Process for Identifying Strategic Habitat Areas: 

The Alaska office of The Nature Conservancy submitted a proposal 
and cost estimate for developing a process for identifying and 
screening habitats for possible protection. This project, which 
focuses on habitats located on non-public lands, will be 
accomplished through a challenge cost-share agreement with the U. 
S. Forest Service, funded by the EPA. 

Recovery Literature Synthesis: 

Cooperative agreements for reviewing and synthesizing scientific 
literature on recovery were signed with Point Reyes Bird 
Observatory (birds), University of Washington (fish and 
shellfish), and Hubbs-Sea World Institute (invertebrates and 
marine mammals) . Work has started and drafts of the work 
products are expected in September and October. 

Information Needs for Restoration Litigation Products: 

RPWG has tentatively scheduled a meeting on July 30 with members 
of the State-Federal Legal Team to jointly review information 
needs to support restoration litigation products. 

Restoration Federal Register Notice: 

The FR Notice announcing availability of the restoration science 
study and work plans for 1991 and inviting public comment wil l be 
published pending signature. 

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation 
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, Departments of Agriculture, Commerce, and Interior 
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Process for Identifying Strategic Habitat Areas: 

Following a meeting with their headquarters office in Washington 
D.C., the Alaska office of The Nature Conservancy is expected to 
submit this week a proposal and cost estimate for developing a 
process for identifying and screening habitats for possible 
protection. This project will focus on habitats located on non­
public lands and is most likely to be accomplished through a 
challenge cost-share agreement with the U.S. Forest Service, funded 
by EPA. 

cc: RPWG 
Legal Team 
Bob Spies 
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Identification of Restoration Study/Research Needs for 1992: 

RPWG held a planning meeting on June 12-13 with the NRDA Chief 
Scientist, Robert Spies, and four outside experts to identify 
restoration science information needs for the 1992 field season. 
Several information needs not addressed adequately by current 
restoration studies were identified. A summary of objectives and 
recommendations from the peer reviewers is in preparation and will 
be distributed soon. 

Recovery Literature Synthesis: 

A meeting was held in Seattle on June 20 with principle 
investigators reviewing and synthesizing scientific literature on 
recovery. Institutions entering into cooperative agreements 
include Hubbs-Sea World Research Institute (invertebrates and 
marine mammals), Point Reyes Bird Observatory (birds), and 
University of Washington (fish and shellfish) 

Restoration Federal Register Notice: 

Preparation of restoration science study and work plans to get them 
into a form acceptable for public release was completed. The FR 
Notice announcing the availability of the plans (that are in 
progress or may be carried out in 1991) and inviting public comment 
will be published, pending signature of the document. 

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation 
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, Departments ofAgriculture, Commerce, and Interior 
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share their experiences with various marine habitat protection 
systems. This information, together with information on the 
habitat requirements of species injured by the oil spill, will be 
used to evaluate the suitability of various marine habitat 
protection options for restoration purposes. 

Restoration Federal Register Notice: 
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Recovery Literature Synthesis: 

Cooperative agreements with Point Reyes Bird Observatory (birds), 
University of Washington (fish and shellfish), and Hubbs-Sea 
World Research Institute (invertebrates and marine mammals) are 
nearing completion and signature. A meeting between RPWG and the 
literature review principle investigators is tentatively 
scheduled for 20 June in Seattle. 

Review of NRDA Studies: 

RPWG discussed the schedule for preparing 1991 restoration 
science study reports and proposing 1992 restoration studies. 
The work group will try to integrate the schedule into the 
overall NRDA schedule. 
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Marine Habitat Protection Review: 

Preliminary contacts were made to determine the availability of key 
participants for a marine habitat protection workshop scheduled for 
1-2 August. Formal invitations will follow. 
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Services No. 3. 

cc: RPWG 
Legal Team 
Bob Spies 


