








These parameters include:

* Sources of legal authority for spill
response;

* Definitions of key terms;

Matters of state policy;

The process for establishing state

priorities;

General operational guidelines for

cleanup techniques affecting state

lands, waters, and other natural
resources;

* General conditions under which the
state will determine adequacy or
limits of cleanup;

* Other instructions necessary for
development of a workplan for 1991
field operations.

*

*

*

1.3 PUBLIC REVIEW

The response to the T/V Exxon
Valdez oil spill raises critical issues re-
garding publicly owned natural resourc-
es. Meaningful public participation in
decisions about those resources is es-
sential.

The state accepted written com-
ments and held public meetings in com-
munities affected by the spill in January
and February. Summaries of the meetings
and copies of the written comments may
be reviewed at the following address.
Copies are also available by mail:

State On-Scene Coordinator

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Response

1991 Workplan

Alaska Dept. of Environmental
Conservation

4241 B Street, Suite 304

Anchorage, AK 99503

1.4 WORKPLAN DEVELOPMENT

The state will work with the Coast
Guard and Exxon to produce an integrat-
ed 1991 field operations plan based on
these instructions, on federal require-
ments, and on the results of spring field
surveys.

1.5 STATE-FEDERAL COOPERA-
TION

The state continues to support the
efforts of the U.S. Coast Guard. The state
will continue to cooperate fully in helping
the Coast Guard fulfill its duties and
responsibilities under the federal Clean
Water Act and the National Contingency
Plan.

Supplemental activities under state
direction are not meant to imply dis-
agreement with, or disapproval of, federal
activities.
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for applying certain cleanup techniques
tospecific oiling conditions. Itisimportant
to emphasize that the “tree” is not a rigid
prescription for treatment, and that the

3.0

The state’s response to the Exxon
Valdez oil spill is conducted primarily
through the three resources agencies:

~the Department of Environmental Con-
servation, the Department of Natural Re-
sources, and the Department of Fish and
Game.

3.1 ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF
ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION

Under Title 46 of the Alaska Stat-
utes, ADEC is the lead agency for oil and
hazardous substance spill response. The
department has broad responsibilities to
“abate and prevent” pollution that may
affect everything from the public health
to the economy. State regulations
(generally, 18 AAC 75) require the SOSC
to continue cleanup of a contaminated
or polluted site until he or she determines
that:

a) available technology has reached its
practical limit;

b) extracting the pollution will cause
greater harm than leaving the pollu-
tion in place.

- In the case of the Exxon Valdez
response, the SOSC will implement the

state or the entire TAG may recommend
deviations from the guide on a site-by-
site basis.

requirements of 18 AAC 75 in the context
of the responsibilities and resource val-
ues of all state agencies, particularly the
Department of Natural Resources and
the Department of Fish and Game.
Depending on the situation, the SOSC
may place more or less weight on a given
resource value when making decisions
about a specific site or oiling condition.

3.2 ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES

Under Title 38 of the Alaska Stat-
utes, ADNR must provide for the max-
imum use of state resources consistent
with the public interest, including use by
future generations. The Division of Land
and Water Management (DLWM) oversees
and encourages a wide variety of activities
on state lands, including, but not limited
to, uses defined by economic, social,
cultural, and aesthetic values. State
lands continue to be affected by pollution
from the T/V Exxon Valdez.

In addition, Title 41 requires the
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation
(DOPOR) todevelop and maintain a system
of parks, recreation facilities, and other
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opportuniuies with state lands and re-
sources. In the spill area, there are 12
marine parks in Prince William Sound,
the Kachemak Bay Wilderness State Park,
and Shuyak Island State Park in the
Kodiak archipelago.

Further, the Office of History and
Archaeology within DOPORis responsible
for the protection of historic, prehistoric,
and archaeological resources of the state.
The spill area contains many important
archaeological and culturally significant
sites.

The Exxon Valdez oil spill contin-
ues to affect state lands and waters
managed by ADNR. The law requires the
resources to be cleaned and restored to
a condition that allows for the continued
and future use and enjoyment by the
public.

3.3. ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF
FISH AND GAME

Under Title 16 of the Alaska Stat-
utes, ADF&G is required to “manage,
protect, maintain, improve and extend
the fish, game and aquatic resources of
the state.”

The department must ensure that
fish and wildlife populations, habitats,
and harvests are given adequate consid-
eration during response and cleanup
planning. Specific permitting authorities
for cleanup activities apply to anadro-
mous fish streams and legislatively
designated special areas (critical habi-
tats, refuges, and game sanctuaries).

The department has a special
concern regarding the potential effects of
hydrocarbon exposure on fish that in-
habit nearshore and intertidal environ-
ments. Salmon and herring, in partic-
ular, are commercially valuable species

whose habitats are threatened by resid-
ual oil.

3.4 DEFINITIONS

Following are the definitions of some
of the key terms for the purpose of this
document:

3.4.1 Pollution or contamination —
Oil, in any form (mousse, asphalt, tar-
balls, fouled debris, oiled sediments, etc.)
spilled from the T/V Exxon Valdez on and
after March 24, 1989.

3.4.2 Harm — The presence of
pollution or contamination.

3.4.3 Environment — Any natural
resource owned or managed by the State
of Alaska, and spatial area containing
such a resource, and, by extension, any
activity depending on proper manage-
ment of the resources.

3.4.4 Technology — Techniques or
products that have been approved for use
during the Exxon Valdez response. The
state is basing its plans on those tech-
niques that have already been employed
and refined over the course of the spill
thus far.

3.5 STATE POLICY: CONTAMINA-
TION AND REMOVAL

The pollution spilled from the T/
V Exxon Valdez must be removed from
state waters and lands, consistent with
the conditions established in Alaska law
and regulation. We recognize, however,
that complete removal in a spill of this
size and complexity is highly unlikely.

Still, the oil on the shorelines and
under the surface is not naturally occur-
ring, and its continued presence degrades
the natural resources and their values.
At sites where it is not possible to remove
the oil, a long-term monitoring program
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