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Alaska

By SAM FRIEDMAN s
Mirror Writer ;

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee ! mental environmen-

Council leadership comes to town
Thursday to ask Kodiak residents
how the. councrl should’ prronhze ap-
proxrmately $100 million’ 'remaining

'in oil spill settlement money. - " -.

- Stacy Studebaker, who chairs Ko-

-diak’s EVOS Trustee Council Public .
Advrsory Committee said preserva- °

tion of popular‘recreation destination
Termination Point will likely come
up' at ‘the meeting — even though the
council has already done all it can-
to -prioritize buying the 1,026-acre
plot from landowner Native Vrllage h
Corporatlon Leisnoi Inc. = |
"“I’ve been hearing from many
commumty ‘members about their in-"
terest in preserving’ Tetmrnatlon Pornt’
for public- recreation ‘. - .”she said
in an e-mail. “However, the Trustee
Council’s ‘hands are tred until the.
owner is wrllrng to begrn a conyersa-
tion about selling it,” she said.
‘The.EVOS: Trustee Council lead-
ership i3’ in Kodiak specifically 'to

y recerve pubhc com--

:be ‘used to: narrow
_the scope “of the

‘ ment on'a supple—

tal impact.study, a
document that wrll

councll s conserva— y

44444

mrssron

. "Instead of studymg all of -the-
natural Tesources, the council will
- have. to -choose’ the most affected »u

Studebaker said. " .
* Pacific. herrmg is one’ especna]ly

_ important resource because. it has -

npt recovered since the spill and it,

a food source for other affected‘ ;

specres Hlstoncally, lt’s also a com-*
mercial fishery.
The National Oceamc and Atmo-

spherrc Admmrstratron (NOAA)‘
, — ‘which is preparing the supplemen—

‘ tal environmental impact study asa
member of the Cauncil — lists five
areas of focus for the council’s re-
maining resourdes: hemng,lmgenng
oil; long-term marine condition moni-

iy ,tonng, harbor
‘@é protectlon and,

‘mhrine: res-
‘toration; and

- sition anid pro-
‘tection.

‘In ‘another
,Sign ~of *the’
trustee: coun~

cil’s - downsrzmg, the councrl -plans
to reduce-its.office space next to the
Egan Con.ventron Center “iny down-
town Anchorage Studebaker said.
The council has spent about $45 mil-
lion in administrative costs sincé its
inception.

In’ addrtlo(n to narrowmg the' scope

of jts amvrtfes‘ the ‘council will'soon
have to decide which nonprofits and

, govemmental should take oyer. exist-
‘ing projects:

““They’re’ dealing with who will
be doing the long-term monitoring,”
Studebaker said “Who will be > study-
ing the hérring.” ' * .

The Prince Willram Sound Scrence
Center is one nonprofit she said. will

habitat acqui-.

4

“likely. contmue research rmﬁated by ;
- .. and Natives of Kodiak remdin willing

“Thig, EVOS Trustee- bouncﬂ was - |
created in'1992 to manage ‘the settle- .

the oil spill settlement

‘ment ‘of c1v11 Tawsuits filed against
Exxon /after t
council has had access to'a $780 mil-
lion budget for scientific research and
“habitat acquisition and preservatron

- About $24 million remains to be
allocated o habitat acquisition- and

' protection — a-small fr:actrorybf the
+$375 million already spent.

“In preparatxon for Th,ursday s
meeting, Elise Hseih, EVOS Trustee
Council executive drrector provrded
an update for- habitat restoration; in
the Kodiak Arc]npelago via ¢-mail.
Hserfr Plans ‘to'be in Kodiak for the
meetmg, along with ;officials from

:;ﬁ’eAA
.‘She. lrsted five properties the:

councr] is consrdenng in the Kodrak

Amhlpelago

«Nafives of Kodiak Portage ,l_.ake
Parcel on Afognak :
The parcel is fow for sale on the

e 1989 .oil spill.‘The -
~tlon nommated jts lands -for EVOS

V'Exxon commg to Kodlak for mput on remalnmg 0|I spill settlement money

p vate market The Smte of Alaskai

to entértain drscussron
-Oui nkle lands ‘on Northern
Afogn .

."The- Ouzrnkle Native Corpora—

lTrustee Councrl consideration. The .

'trusteé council ‘authorized potentlal

‘purchase partners to appraise the
property. Potential purchase partners
include conservation groups Rocky
‘Mountain Elk- Foundation; and the

.1U.S,"Fish and Wildlife Service.

sLeisnoi lands

Leisnoi Native Corporation nomi-
nated a conservation easement aronnd
‘the Olds and American’ Rivers and
‘also some lakes on Kodiak Island.
"More work is needed to determine the
lands being offered and the council’s
.Tesponse. -
" ‘eSitkalidik Island Conservatron
Easemerit

Old Harbor Native Corporation of-
fered a conservation easement on Sit-
“kalidik Island. The parties are work-
.ing-on the terms of the easement.



