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‘ ‘;;Sﬁan §enner

- From: . " Peter van Tamelén -

o To: - Stan Senner -
-« Subject; " Re: Intertidal Resources

o Datei SRR Fnday,AugustOQ 199610 55AM

o ‘.On 5 Aug 1996 Stan Senner wrote

‘ "~~>Peter

>

' > We are trynng to wrap up changes o the revused list of mjured resources
> | reviewed your letter of 25 April, and | -think that we can do more to

~ >indicate the mixed status of recovery of intertidal habitats, although we
. »are not. eager to greatiy comphcate the list. You mention that two of

. nine

S

> habitat types have been exammed smce 1991 and both show signs of
recovery. .. -
> What names would you use for these.two habltats? Please advnse )

i Stan’
, :5Dear Stan,

‘The two habitat types we have mformatlon on are 1) Prince . = -
‘William Sound. Sheltered rocky and 2). Cook Inlet-Kenai sheltered rocky

', ‘/ “We have been able to get to the PWS sites every year from 1990-95, but
- have only gotten to the'CIK sites once since 1991. Thereforé the

~ information on PWS'is fairly good but the:results for CIK are less sure..
| hope this helps and if you have any more questions feel free to contaict
me. | guess my main point in the letter is that for most ofthe - .
. habitats we do not know the recovery status smce we have not looked at

e those sites since 1991.

-~ Peter van Tameien o o ‘
- Juneau Center;School for Fishenes and Ocean Sc1ences ‘
11120 Glacier H;ghway :

: " Juneau, Alaska 99801 IR "Makmg Scaence GROOVY!" .
© - . Phone: (907) 485-6557 - - o ‘
o FAX ?907) 465-6447. ' '

E-Mai FNPVT@aurora aléska edu -

“P‘aée“l': R
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- ;i_;Sub_ﬁ ) “Eﬂ;Apni 1996 Update on tnjured Resources and Servzces

fThrs past wrnter and spnng Dr Robert Spres the Chuef Screntlst and Mr Stan Senner :
,jf‘;“_the Science Coordlnator revnewed the status of mjured resources and services listed i |n :
the Restoratron Plan and, _based on current information about their. status, proposed |
e ‘changes to'the list of injured resources ‘and services' and updated the’injury and. o E
" ‘recovery summanes These: changes were reviewed by the Restoratron Work Force R e

“ ',«jua”d drscussed wrth pnnCIpal rnvestrgators and others a‘t varlous ttmes mciudtng at the B V
B 1 996 Restoratron Workshop SO T : - L

tn addrtron on Apnl 10 we crrculated for pubhc comment an Exxon Valdez Orl Sprll
L i.Restoratron Plan Draft Update on: tnjured Resources and Servnoes ‘The comment -

perlod ctosed on June 15 Erght publrc comments were received copres are attached

"‘if,fSeven of the comments drd not dlreotty address the proposed changes These

- '_.7{,comments mcluded (04/21) a concern that. there has been a lack of focus on EVOS

'~ impacts to hatchery produced frsh (04/26) a.concern about the: lack of mentionof’ the .
" recovery status of Spot Shnmp (WhICh has not been cons;dered an: mjured resource),.

o (05/02) a request that we continue to monitor the. results of the oil spill as long as. there

is evidence of contamlnatlon and, (05/10,; 05/15,05/17, 06/12) a suggestion that we
" conduct a fertlhzatlon program at Eshamy. Lake." In the elghth comment (04/25), itwas
suggested that it is inappropri iate to. ctassn‘y all intertidal habitats as recovenng, srnoe R

f_tonly two of severat types of mtertrdat habrtats have been monrtored smce 1991

tBased on th:s last comment we stttl propose to Ilst mtertrdat habltats as recoverrng, but

toadd a footnote mdroatmg that thls olassxfrcatron is- based pnmarlly on monitoring of -

5 ?;Ijsheltered rocky habitats (mostty in Pnnce er! iam. Sound and some on the Kenai- Cook
~Inlet coast)-and that the recovery status.of other specrﬂc habrtats is unknown.- For

P fpurposes of this table we are reluctant to split intertidal habitats into more than one.”

7 O

;ctassrﬂcatron leen the results of rntertldal moni itoring studies sponsored by the .
:Trustee Councrt as well as those conducted by the NOAA HazMat (Atan Mearns)

' ' e : Trustee Agencres e LT ,
State of Ataska Departments ot Fish & Game, Law, and Envoronmental Conservatron '

' Unrtod States Natronal Oceamc and Atmosphenc Admmtstratron Departments ot Agrtcutture and Intenor :




N r’-f-group, and glven the recovery ob;ectlves stated for lntertldal habrtets the Chlef

- Scientist belleves that rt is approprlate to generally charactenze rntertrdal habltats as ?‘ L

recovenng

el Thls update on njured resources and servrces dees not change or amend the
. Restoration Plan. The u.s. Forest' Servace has reviewed the proposal from the: '
-~ standpoint of complrance with the National Environmental Pollcy Act and has tentatlvely
. 7. determined that.no supplement to'the envrronmental lmpact statement onthe .
S “Restoration Plan is needed: When final; these revisions will. be used for purposes of .
R fﬂpubllc mformatlon and for guldance in maknng dec srons on future restoratlon actaons

B A‘.lf you concur wrth the proposed changes wrth the addltlonal change m regard tc the

e characterization of intertidal habitats, | now: seek: your approval and permission to -
o publrsh a frnal September 1996 Update on lnjured Resources and Servrces

"ﬁ}There is-a flnal related matter On February 22 Dr Alex Werthelmer and Mr lVlark

) ﬁ,_‘fCarls of the National Marine Flshenes Service sentme a letter requestlng that chum
e “salmon be added to the list of m;ured resources and services. Dr. Spies reviewed thelr' , K
. request, and he has recommended.against this action. ' ‘Copies of the original letter and - IR

::?Dr Spres reply are, enclosed l concur wrth Dr Sples recommendatxon e

L f::enclosures

Apnl 1996 draft
five. publlc comments _ e
letter from WerthelmeriCarls and reply fro;

the Chief Scientist

',:mm/fa»t,f‘« e
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Dcar Tmstee Councﬂ Members R - R
I have just received your: pubhcatlon entlded Exxon Vald.ez ,,j 'R n F L
- ‘deateon Injured R esourcesanSemces Aml 1996. 1 read the document with some mterest smce':f B
* | F'am'also an injured resource- a commercial fishermian, along with many hundreds of other . -. ‘
| constituent commercial fishermen. While I'm'not able to immediately 1dent167 the accuracy of yeur .
|'statistics, I am, like most of the readers who read your documents assummg that the general numbers o
. that ‘your staff produces are accurate and grounded in reality. =

'I.do believe, however, that the section on Pink Salmon begmnmg on page 13 should be quahﬁed |
to ‘reflect the ADF&G view ‘point-incorporate in a * footnote found on page 120 of a table. showmg ‘
hatchery and wﬂdstock productlon of ,PWS 1977-1994 on page. 120 of the PWS Management Area .
- 11994 al Finfish Management. Report. In part, that footnote states that "Prior-to 1987, there was.

oo deﬁmtxvc or- stanstlcaﬂy valid méthod of separatmg hatchery and wild stock composition in the
| commercial catch..." ['would ; argue that even after 1987 the ¢oded wire. tag: analysxs that' has been
B used leaves a faurly large question as to- the accuracy of the wild stock estimates. ~~ - v
Additionally, T feel that the Trustees' emphasis on wild stock pinks and the mmaﬂy completc iack
\?f focus upon the 1mpact that the EVOS had upon hatchery produced fish is a mistake: Thisis. - =
articularly true now that the SEA studies have led Dr. Ted' Cooney, one of the Eead SEA scxentlsts to ;
conclude in the December 1995 SEA BULLETIN that: (box below) e R

g G e h : , . e
, he AP xcatxonu i i - gt_ e Wxﬂu the completzon afSEAPhaseE(FY%and Fy95) mvestlgators have» ‘

Q_@gnce of the PWS marmé |
ecosystem. My expetience as. a

{a much more refmed mew of facters Muencmg the survwal QE &he early o

commcrcxal fisherman in the -

- g;: f :s é g?;{%tg‘r:f C}:SSL};Z?}S; ffnsh stocks mcludmg salmon, herrmg and poﬂock. 'E'h&se three specx&s i R

| on; page 14, paragraph two-
| you'categorize these changes

‘region and my observations of |

life stages of pmk salmon and hemng in the S@und Ity now seems hkely ‘5

&hat fhxe spﬂl exmer dmecﬂy or mdxrecﬂy, shxﬂed abaﬂamce among pelagc -

7 compete for many of the sama plankmn famge r@sources, and prey upon .

I

as "natural factors." 1 beli eve . each other and themselves in complex trophxc mteracnons thatbecome

| that the ascendancy of the - expressed m changmg pattems of dommance 'Ihe results of our work 3

‘% g{lﬁ}lgyg ggggﬁ:il;nn‘xs;;zr al. i and thatof other EVOS smdxesmtheregwnmdmate that walleye pollock

- | but.rather a direct result of the

11989 spill. I hope that in the

" | future the EVOS Trustees will ; attcmpt to ehsure a more comprehensxve assessment and evaluatlon of

~ |'the continuing problems that afflict the fisheries and the commiercial fishermen of Prince William = |
| Sound. The general pubhc looks to your publi 1catxons to prowde a comprehenswe overv1ew of' the SR

cc CGrdova Dlstrxct Flshcrmcn Umted L BDeee 04
Dr Gary Thomas PWS Scxence Ce SRS

1s probably the dormnant pelaglc speaes now. (umferlmmg addedﬁr Cmpham)

Sm e"rcly,
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25 April 1996
peas Council Members, . " TRUSTEE Coumgil

e

"

In the rev1sed llSt of 1n“ured rosources, I was. surprisec to s
that "intertidal communities™ were listed under tZs “"reccveri:-
heading. At the meetings in January I argued, anc I thought w
agreed, that at least some intertidzal communities should
classed as "recovery unknown". ‘ ’ '

2
o4
=
e

There are several reasons why I Zeel that intertical comm:inities
should listed under more than one coclumn. First, bare in mind =
that the term intertidal communities encompasses z: least nine
different habitat types each with a more or less unique '
assemblage of species. In these nine habitat types we have fcuind.

- -over 30 common ‘species of Mants anc anlmals hat were 1in? 4reu,by

) ‘ the oil spill.. In addition there ars numerous rarsr speclzss

C:) ~contributing to .the unique chara::eL‘of each Pomm;:ltv. The cnly -
~other categories that onccxoasse" more than one scscies were tle
_subtldal communities and cormorarts. If Pelacic cirmcrants were
recovering and the other two Species were not, would: a1l

cormorants then be placed*:nder =~e racovering heziing?

aolt were

In 1991 some intertidal sgecies” i mot reccvering
and some of those seemed tc show = 1n];*y ia 1%z compersed o
1990. Only two of the nine ‘interzi hacitaz tyrss have Zeen
_examined since 1991, and these tws have showh signs of reccver:

g The other seven habitat tyces have bec' exzminzi since 19G_
and since some of thoss sezmed tc : Injury ¢ve
time, 'I see no valid rsascn why : Fnou_C = glern
recovering status.. As it zZuarns < th=z recover:
status of the majority of i:terti o , so I 1
were to assign . intertizal ccmmunizies -y LT owruld
have to be the recover: unz-own :aie;::y.. _t ar, hcwsver,
that the intertidal ccrmunities z-zt ~ave oZser stulisd are
reccvering, so there - should be scre reoressntaziorn 1n The
reccvering category. ’ - _
it i:'my opinion that the current ist.of injirad rzscurces deczs

. not accurately rep”osc““ t"e T intertizal Cimmonitiss T
<::> the “1bllC A more acluiras. —zaticn wecild =tz 1il:T stT=
; - ;ntcrj*dal communlties 25. 72 zrnd scme s riioveoy




vun?nown

If vou would llke more 1nformatlou or.would llke to talk to me
personally, feel free to call, wrize, e-mail me at the addresses
glvmn below : ' : :

Sl erely, ‘égégggéfiii;,

Dr. Peter van Tamelen

Juneau Center, School for Flsherleq ‘and Ocean Sc1ences
11120 Glacier Highway :

Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: (907) 465-6557 |
- E-mail: fnpvt@aurora alaska edu
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EXKON VALDEZ OIL 87ILL 1996

April Zg,

TRUSTEE Lo “W oiL -
EXXON VALDEZ CIL SPILL TRUSTEE CONCIL
- 645 G ST. SUITE 401 . ‘ S R
ANCHORAGE, AK. 99501 o L

Ref.: Spot Shrimp in P.W.S

'Dear Sirs,:

T would like to call to your attentlon that the

is no mmntlon of the recovery- status of Spot Snrlmp in Prln”e
Vllllam Sound in your reports. :

» . As you should knowf the commerc1al harvcstlng of
»Spot Shrimp in the West side of Prince William Sound was closed
and has remained closed since the 1989 0il Spill, exccpt for
short openlng in 1990, 91 to test the condition: of the stock
both occasions the Openlng was clossd by an smcrgcncy ord
Hecause the rcsult was alarw1nqu wcak”

In

‘will

. Today,
contlnuc closeﬁ for
‘bioclogists of. ADr&G.
don't have the time’
the collapse of the

Although

Spct'Shr wp in west
1989 0i1 sSpill,

thls area remain closed and probably,
-a long tims accordlng to the Shellfish
Mr . ‘James Brady of the ‘ADF&G said thact thay
‘and” money to-perform a full scale btUQf of
Spot Shrimp in the sound. They only perform

.”one test per vear by going to several Dre desxgnatca 511~ s and
:put ohe Sct of traps to r‘orne out

w1th;a 'catch per pot” bﬂ'
thc reasons for the disappeHranca of The
side P.W.3Z. may be for other reason rhan e

nobody Clal”S to know why. There is a stroph :
possibilicy that the colla ‘

sz of

Spot Shrimp din P.W.S is

attributed to the large amount of Pink Salmon fry released by
.the Hatcheries. This occurs at the same time when the Shrlwr
- Larvae inhabi tant the shallow watcr,(woopTankren) in larte 1a

throughout April.

This zueory

was mentioned to Mr.

Jamnes

but was playved down becauss of rha controversy of going
“the multi-million dollar wcp=ration such =zs thc'“ W.S. Hat
: I would like very mich ©& see somebody to look
inro this marter, as I an 'locsing hoepe that ADF&G'cah‘ir willodm
anvthing to help us understand This gituatio -




o 6437 USH 11 -
f”?nton, }\ @Yc 136 l’?
}av 1096, :

, Thank vrou for smndwnp me the Draft Upda%e
on Tngured Resour@eq A SeTV‘CeSa,~~

, hope that vou will continue to MOnitOr
the resu1+s of this irresponsible act as. Jonp
as. there 1s ved@nbe of - hortaMwnatwon° .

, There’ should be no ﬁueqt’on ahout the 1onp
term adverse. . impact and it s financ:al ahd .
envwronnental 8eyrepatione
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vff. Restoration Offloe
- . 645G ST., Suite 401 B
‘.‘Anchorageg Alaska 9950

_o?opoSLtlve bene 11
~j the restor

. Eshamy Lake lS located approx1mately thlrt ;mlles due,south ofe e
. Coghill lakea and since, the 1989 spill. there ‘have been disrupted: .
CwToorun” numbers and ‘run - tlmlng ‘of returnlng Eshamy - ‘sockeye -have also e
. been’ adversly affected.” There is a set gillnet and drift glllnetTAVL
o w fishery. targetlng ‘the Eshamy stocks, -and both ‘have been - -
g(:) - severly impacted by the disrupted returns. Not. only has there :
" been lost harvest opportunity: of Eshamy:stocks, but there’ has_;);f
. also been; and will continue %6 be, time and area closures when}f
i?*,flshlng effort@ arget stocks reﬁurnlng t0. nearby Main. Bay .. .7
*’hatchery 1nteroe $he greatly dlmlnlshed Eshamy stocksa :

) The selne fleet also r,c@éves tlme and area closures when Eshamy'
i esoapement is not met, | All ¢ommercial salmon fishers of every . .
- .gear ‘type have to some degree suffered due to the impacts of thef:t
. - 8gpill on Eshamy sockeye stocks. The ‘setnet flshery9 which we AT
~ . participate in, has. been based since its 1nceptlon on the: healthﬁ"*oi~??+V
7. .of the Eshamy sockeye stocks. Participents in the setnet flsheryf Lo
+-are only allowed to fish in the immediate vicinity of" Eshamy Che
«oo . lake and.our: ‘futures are ‘tied. dlrectly to the health of this
- stock- of fish poised on-the verge. of collapseq -This" oollapse
,g;§could ‘be: mltlgated with the assistance* of” th.gTrustee Counczl
. It is crucial. to mitigate. this collapse ‘inorder to maintain - oot
-+ “this valuable sockeye stock which is. 1mportant 4in“and of . 1tse1f9,,,;¢y
.. but also’ because of the negative repercussmons that would
, ‘f,j;rlpple throughout the PWS flshlng communlty 1f a collapse were
oo tos occurn R o w , S LT

iuA fertxllzatlon@‘ogram 51m11ar to the one - conduoted at Coghlll B
‘lake hasg® equally exellent prospects at: Eshamy lake.: Fortunate,.f
- o for'all parties involved,.there is an. existing data’ ‘base o
- regarding past proposals- +0 fertilize Eshamy Lake, The-
C::>‘:g;,prellm1nary studies ‘were conducted by Jeff Koenings of the -
‘V;Alaska Department of FlSh and Game Thls lnformatlon along




i’~Assoolatlon could “in short order dellneate the . parameters of a,x
ifertlllzatlon program for Eshamy. Lake. As ‘with Coghill time-is

w1th new- data avallable from Prlnce Wllllam Sound Aquaculture

,fg f essence if the- full ‘Beneficial effect of fertlllzatlon is .-
“to-o¢cur., Your review of +this: request is greatly: appreclated,,%«

'and we believe fully appropriate,as the long.term health.of. the];;“?":'

o Eshamy,sockeye stocks have been compromlsed by post 011 Splll
”;effectsa‘f“ . , S , B L

:;Hand in hand w1th thls progect is the fundlng and operatlon of~f
the. smolt and adult weir at Eshamy. The weir has been in.

“f;contlnuous operatlon for many decades, but:with recent cuts 1nj ‘

. the A.D.F. &G “budget the operation ‘of the welir: is: i

erf:funderescapement at Eshamy is" guaranteed ~This: could.” spel

If the weir. is not’ funded not only will all: ‘salmo
" ‘on the western s
. fisheries even’

ccur the. potentlal ‘for overharvest: ‘and -

immediate demise .of this 'sockeye stock.. Even-if the - . -
”,fertlllzatlon program “is: not 1mplemented soon it-is crltlcal

o “4hat funding and- ‘operation. ‘of the. weir: be a: prlorlty.; Your

oo

" James Brady:  ADF&G

* John Dorio. Forest Serv1ce"'&'

*rcareful con81deratlon of,thls 1ss.e 1s essentlal

?;:Péﬁir6W5§kéf?&V;P "Prlnce Wllllam §ound

‘*1:QZTomaﬁbérlé“*PfeSlﬁrPrlnce W1lllameound

Corise i setnet Assoclatlon '

T PLr0y Box lh72 T
~'§NHomer, Alaska ‘99603 gw’”

f“Tlm Llnley PWSAC.L,
- Howard. Ferren PWSAC

Slim Morstad  ADF&G

' 7%@Cordova Dlstrlct Flshermen Unlted

;questlono;;5i?
_ 1" fisheries. ¢ - o
of P.W.S. be adversly. 1mpacted, but should A




: iittf:‘f.;Trempeateau \Nt 54661
" TomAberle

. POB 1472

‘; ﬂ_"Paul Owec.ke , S
CL W25376 Sulhvan Road :

B PWS Setnet Assoc;atro'

B ,.iHomer Ataska 99603 o

S :Deal’ Mr Gwecke and Mr Aberie

' 7",“‘Thank you for your !etter expressmg support for a fertthzatron pro;ect at Eshamy Lake S0

: _and requesttng that the Trustee Councal fund extended operatron of the Eshamy weir.. S

,‘ }As you may know the Alaska Department of Frsh and Game (ADF&G) has col!ected
C L water samples at Eshamy Lake, dattng as far back as 1981. Zoop!ankton sampl:ng atso
" - “has been conducted off and. on since 1981.. According to ADF&G, the data indicate

 that Eshamy Lake isin the upper range in terms of. zooplankton bromass compared to
.. other sockeye producmg !akes and that. the current zooplankton biomass reflects an
'underutthzed forage base- A!though the 1995 return to Eshamy Lake was the lowest
O ‘"srnce 1978 it is: ‘within the hlstortcal range of returns for that system ln eddrtron the' B
fl;_htghest escapement on.record ocecurred in 1994, and.there i is, no apparent decreasrng
. ttrend in escapemeht smce the Exxon \/aldez orl Spt” (E\/OS) T :

. Enhancement of the Eshamy Lake sockeye system s the type of project that woutd be L
e .t.ehgtble for conStderatton as an E\/OS restoratlon prolect as a means of- reptacmg '
L - sockeye sa!mon tnjured by the oil spil il However it:is not clear that fertilization’ would

‘enhance the run, eSpecraHy snnce ADF&G data indicates that. the current forage base i ts
- _underutrhzed In-addition; prier. to being submitted to the Trustee Council for =~

kS - consideration, a. prOJect of this’ nature would need to be revrewed by the Pnnce \Nstharn S

o Sound Regtonal P!annlng Team

o in regard to operatlon of the Eshamy weir, thlS rs a normal management functton of
y' *‘ADF&G lt |s the pohcy of the Trustee Councxl that government agencres be funded

L . S Trustee Agenctes R T
e State of Alaska Departments of Fish & Game, Law; and Envrronmentai Conservatlon T :
o Unrted States: Nattonal Oceamc and Atmosphenc Admrmstrat!on Departments of Agnculture and lntenor




”«only for restorahon pro;ects that they wou!d not have conducted had the oil spill not

< peeurred. | am aware of the lmpact that dechnlng state budgets have had on ADF&G,
: V.fbut the Trustee Council is.notin a pOSIth!’I to take over fundmg act vmes of this nature.

Thank you for taki ng the tlme to let me know of your mterests I have prowded a copy
of your letter to ADF&G as well as to each of the Trustees

Smcerely,

Mo

" Molly McCammon
- Executive Director

e Bl Hauser, EVOS Project Manager, ADF&G
- * James Brady, Regional Management Biologist, ADF&G . =

. mmiraw

.
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: ‘f&:;"Lauren E Moss
. poB8B9 . .o
"::G rdwood Alaska 99587
- ~.Dear Ms Moss

.,Thank you for your tetter e><Dlr essmg SUPPON fOf a fert l zatron prolect at Eshamy l_ake -

: _vand requestrng that the Trustee Councal fund extended operatlon of the Eshamy werr L

- ;' ‘As you may know the Alaska Department of Flsh and Game (ADF&G) has coltected

= i',l,;;water samples at. Eshamy Lake dating as far back as 1981. Zooplankton sampllng also

- ““has'been conducted off and on since 1981 Accordrng to ADF&G the data mdrcate A

1 .. that Eshamy Lake is in the upper range in terms of zooplankton biomass compared to
. other sockeye producmg lakes ‘and that. the current zooptankton blomass reflects an - '

:t_fivunderutlllzed forage base.- Although the 1 995 return to Eshamy Lake was the lowest -
".since 1978, itis within the historical. range of returns for that: system In addition; the
.- highest escapement on record occurred in 1994 and there is no apparent decreasrng

,trend |n escapement srnce the Exxon Va/dez o:l sprll (EVOS) C

B f‘iEnhancement of the Eshamy Lake sockeye system is the type of pro;ect that would be v _

: "]ellgrble for consideration as an EVOS restoratlon pro;ect as a means of replac ng-

fk?»:@sockeye salmon injured by the. oil sprll However it is not clear that fertilization woul'd Ce

“~enhance the'run, ‘especially since 'ADF &G data indicates that the current. torage base . .

. ;‘underutrllzed 1n addition, prior to belng submi itted to the Trustee Councrl for
consrderatlon a prOJect of this. nature would need to be revrewed by the Prlnce Wlll

- ;iv,,;“Sound Reglonal Plannlng Team

,ln regard to operat on of the Eshamy werr thrs is a. normal management functron of
“ADF&G." It is the polrcy of the Trustee COUl’l"ll that: government agencies be funded o
. only for, restoratlon pro jects that they: wouid not have conducted had the oil spill ot -

" oecurred. | am aware. of the impact that declining state budgets have had ori ADF&G;

: ";but the Trustee Councrl

A i ' Trustee Agencles T e :
State of Alaska Departments of Flsh & Game, Law, and Enwronmental Consenratton .
Umted States Natronal Oceanlc and Atmosphenc Admmstratron Departments of Agneulture and lntenor

”‘ot in a posrtron to take over fundlng actrvrtles of thls nature ‘ R




’ ;;‘* fj“rh‘,é;nk« you for taking the time to let me knovs}of yo(jr’ihtefests. ‘I have prbVide‘d a copy O g
“of your letter to ADF&G as well as to each of the Trustees. . R

Sincerely,

Executive Director -

 cc Bill Hauser, EVOS Project Manager, ADF&G |
: . James Brady, Regional Management Biologist, ADF&G

mm/raw
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n Waldez —' %lll T’rustee C@uncll
T Restoratlon @fflce
645 G S‘treet Sun‘te 401, Anchorage, Alaska 995@t=345‘l
e Phone (9@7) 278=8@12 Fax (9@?) 2?6»711‘78

: ‘_Jlm P’restonh L

POB 394"

7'”Homer Alaska 99603
Dear lVlr Preston

-Thank you for your letter expressrng support for a fertlllzatlon prOJect at Eshamy l_ake _ NS
B ‘and requestlng that the Trustee Councnl fund extended operatlon of the Eshamy we|r f; e

R As you may know the Alaska Department of l—'lsh and Game (AIF&G) has collected
. “water samples at Eshamy Lake datlng as far back as 1981, Zooplankton sampllng also i
Co 5_has been conducted off and.on since 1981 Accordlng to ADF&G the dataindicate . ;' ‘
7 that Eshamy Lake. i isin the upper range in terms of- zooplankton blomass compared to '
- other sockeye producmg Iakes and that the current zooplankton blomass reflects an-
.‘ "‘-"'underutlllzed forage base. Although the 1995 return to Eshamy l_ake was the lowest "
- ' since 1978, it is within the historical range of returns for that system. In addition, the -
'ff’hlghest escapement on record occurred in 1994, and there is no apparent decreasmg
N :trend in escapement smce the Exxon l/aldez onl sp|II . o

Enhancement of the Eshamy Lake sockeye system is the type of: prolect that would be &

.+ -eligible for conS|derat|on as an’ EVOS restorat|on prOJect as ameans of replacmg
;-.’vsockeye salmon lnjured by’ the’ 0|l splll However, it is not clearthat fertilization would R
~~ enhance the run;: especrally since. ADF&G data: |nd|cates that the current forage base is .

o .;underutlllzed ln addition, ‘prior-to; being: submltted to the Trustee: Council for BRI
- . consideration, a prOJect of this' nature lvould need to be rewewed by the Prlnce Wllllam S
jjf__"-Sound Reglonal Plannlng Team B T = : _

7 In regard to operatlon of the Eshamy welr th|s |s a normal management functlon of
. ADF&G. ltis the policy of the Trustee: Counc;ll that government agencies: be funded
e -,only for restorat|on prolects that’ they would not have conducted had the oil splll not -
S .occurred 1'am aware of the. lmpact that decllnlng state budgets have had on ADF&G
o but the Trustee Councrl |s not in'a pos t|on to take over fundlng actlvmes of thls nature

: Trustee AgenCIes : : L
State of Alaska Departments of Fish & Game Law, and Envuronmental Conservatlon R

Umted States Natlonal Oceanlc and. Atmosphenc Admlnlstratlon Departments of Agnculture and lntenor




Thank you for taking the tnme to let ‘me know of your rnterests I have provrded a copy
;,of your Ietter to ADF&G as’ well as to: each of the Trustees :

Slncerely,

m@m\

| Molly McCammon
* - Executive Director

cc:  Bill Hauser, EVOS Project Manager, ADF&G _
James Brady, Regional Management Biologist, ADF&G

mm/raw

o




3 UO-“.-_‘I"HD' L VY & . “Q',BUA_I‘;V'Z‘TB‘ f]}.'i/& . . BEY KebilurgLdug TN e ks ki

o a T e e R e P 0. Box 544
B L A S . Cordova,’ Alaska 99574 0544
T VAR S A 3‘:[June 5 1996

f-;{"f‘Bxxov Valdez 011 Sp:.ll Tmstee Counc;ll ,
.,fRestoratlon folce L : ‘

645 G. Street, Suite #5801 - " f,: 3:: ;B
S Ll m{z{m ¥4 ﬁ 57
.‘yAnchorage Alaska 99?01 3451 1 2 ,; TFQSTfﬁ JﬂVﬂJﬁ

- fDear Trustee C0u3511

" We would like to request that the EXXON Valdez 011 smu
.- Trustee Council ‘(EV0S)- suppotrt’ ‘the’ “funding" of the Eshamy .-
?';tlweir and prcmote a fertlllzatlon proyect at Eshzmy Lale.‘m,

o ”The Trustee Counc11 (EVOS) is congratulated for partlclpatlng
... in the fertilization project of Coghill Lake in Prince William
. :Sound. The positive benefits of that. project are dpparent:
.. and it is beginning to show an immediate respomse for the .. .. o
’-aA;njured sockeye stock aamaged by the EXXON Vaidez Gll Splll.y;{f‘i‘

" The. Cochill Pro;ect demonstxates that the knowledge and DRI
«;itechnlques could be expanded to beneflt other: injured’ sockeye S e
stocks in Prince William Sound. . Since the. 1989 0il Spill the .f‘>
“Eshamy seckeye have.heen advemﬂﬁy affected. - The sockeye TUn
numbers “and - the run timing have ‘been badly dlsruptedoﬁ The .
© - set gillnet and the drift gillnet- flshery have ‘been severely
. impacted by the - dlsrupted returns. "Thé" time and the areg .
 [c1osures have lncreased sxnce the 1989 011 Splll, g_«;§,, o

';T;The seiné fleet has also been affected by the ares closures
in Prince William. Sound. A1) commertizl. salmon Fishers of every
- gear type have" suffered.ﬂn some  degree by the’ 1mpacts of the o
. 0il Splll on the Eshamy snckeye stocks-,j-,,v‘ AR S

,'The setnet flshery, in which we part1C1pate, has been based
- on the-health of the Eshamy sockéye stocks, . Part1c1pants in.’ el
¢ ¢ the setnet flshery are only allowed to fish in the Eshamy. sttrlct: L
- . of Prlnce Wllllam Sound. The health of the: Eshamy sockeye is.on . - . -
" ‘the verge of collapse.‘ With the ‘help of . the EVOS Coumcil, this ;'”
- cellapse ceuld be - turnea around as it was. 1n ‘the. Cogh111 DlSurlct

. A fertllzzatlon pro;ect 51m11ar to the one- conducted at Coghlll V
“‘lLake has excellent prospects.at. ESﬂamy Lake. The Alaska: Depart—,
ment of Fish §& Game ‘has <tu61ec -anéd” 1nformat10n avallable, ‘as’ .

- well-as mew data available from Prince William Sound Aquaculture Al
- Corpotation which could ‘help qet the parameters for a fertlllzat10n~,]}

"wprogram for Eshamy Lake o coekt 0T o o - L

e .aap;i;z;z;e,e;i‘éted;




Em—t@t"t Vatdea @lt Sptt Trttetee @;;;,
o Restora’tten Ottaee N 5
645 G Street Surte 401, Anc ‘Alaska’ |
Phene (9@?) 2‘78 -80: 2 _,ax tQ_ ):2"?6=7‘t‘?8

Byron and Patrrcra Jones
. POB 544 S o
o Cordeva Alaska 995?4-0544?;?"

'_ r»i:Dear l\/lr and Mrs Jones

o other sockeye producmg lakes, and-that the’ current zooplankton bi omass reflectsan ...~ .
' underutilized forage base.: Atthough the 1995 return-to- Eshamy l_ake was the lowest o

.f,srnoe 1978 it is wi thln the, hlstorrcal range of returns for that system In addltlon ‘the
' 5;;hrghest esoapement on record. occurred in 1994, and: there'is no apparent decreasmg
s ftrend in escapement snnoe the Exxon l/a/dez orl Splll (EVOS) B

"r-.v{'f';Enhanoement of the Eshamy Lake seckeye system is the type of prolect that would be

-~ eligible for consideration as an 'EVOS restoration proteot as a means of replacrng

" .sockeye salmon anured by- the 01l spill.; However, it is not clear that fertilization would T
f:;"enhance the run especrally since ADF&G data tndloates that the current forage base
" “underutilized. In addition, prior to being submitted. to the Trustee Council for "~ * :; Sl
V‘conSIderatton a prolect ot this nature would need to be rev ewed by the Pr nce erllam L '
o :Sound Reglonal Plannlng Team e o D '

'ff'Thank you for your letter expresssng support for a ferttlrzatlon prorect at Eshamy Lake ( Uy B
A'-.and requestmg that the Trustee Councal fund extended operatlon of the Eshamy wetr

.As you may know the Alaska Department of Ftsh and Game (ADF&G) has collected G e T
f:‘,;_water samples at Eshamy Lake dattng as far back’ as. 1981 Zooplankton samp ing. also:, S
" _has been oonducted off-and on since: 1981 Accordmg to ADF&G; the data indicate.. -

that: Eshamy Lake is in'the upper range in terms of zooplankton blomass compared, to el

_i“',illn regard to operat ion of the Eshamy wetr thlS isa normal management functlon ef

,\“ADF&G Itis the policy’ of the Trustee Council that. government agencies be. tunded
~“only for. restoratlon plOJects that they would not have conducted had. the oil spill not

- occurred. | am aware of the mpact that decllnxng state budgets have had on ADF&G
-:f/but the Trustee Councrl s not tn a pos tlon to take over fundlng actwrtles of thls nature

- < - -~ Trustee'Agencies . R SRR o
State ol‘ Alaska Departments ot Fish & Game, Law, and’ EnVlronmental Conservatlon b L
Unlted States Natlonal Oceanlc and Atmospherlc Admmtstratlon Departments of Agnculture and lnterlor o B




_ fffhéhk you for taking the time to.let me know ‘Qf,>you_r i'nte'r”e:sﬂts. I have 'p‘brovi'ded acopy - Q
- of your letter to ADF&G as well as to each of the Trustees. R ' ,

Sincerely, *

Executive Director

“cc: Bill Hauser, EVOS Project Manager, ADF&G :
James Brady, Regional Management Biologist, ADF&G - .

mm/raw




