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Memorandum o(Agreemerit 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, 

North Pacific Research Board, 
and 

University: of Alaska 

Section I. Parties 

This Memorandum of Agreement ("MOA") is entered into by theE~xon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Coundl, the North Pacific Research Board, the University of Alaska, and any 
other marine researcp. and monitoring entities· that may become signatories to this -
agreement in the 'future (the "Parties"). -

' • o • •• I 

Section. Il. Purpose 

Alaska's oceans and related watersheds are among themost.productive ecosystems in­
existence and the Nation's greatest natural resources. There must be a conceited effort 
and commitment to maintain, monitor, and protect thelong~tenn health and sustainability 
of these ecosystems, their habitats and resources. This can be accom.plished, in part, . 
tl~rough collaborative, coordinated effmts by the Parties to this.MOA, each of which · . · 

' conducts, as' part of its missimi, scientific research and monitoring of the fish arid wildlife 
resources of these waters. This MQA will provide a framework for the Parties to work 
cooperatively to more effectively accomplish-their individual and cominon'missimis and 

. provide, for the long-term health and sustainability of Alaska's oceans and related 
watersheds. - . . 

Section III. Findings· . 
f. ' ' 

The Parties find the following: 

I. Alaska's ocean~ and r~lated watersheds are extensive and contain fish and wildlife 
·resources ofgreat econoniic, social; cultural, and scientific value; . 

2 .. Populations of many commercial and non-commercial species in these waters are 
· changing for reasons not well understood; · . 

3. Alaska's Qceans and re'la,ted:watersheds can best be managed and imderstood through 
· an ecosystems-based approach, which is -directed toward understanding how habitats 
and coinm~nitie~ of species :functimi tog~the1:. in response to environmental and · . '· 
antl1r~pogen!c.factors;. . · 

4. Iniproved sdentific understanding ofinarine,and mai·ine-related ecosystems will 
improve managenient ofthe region, thereby increasing the susta:inability and . 

· efficiency Of hurnan use; 
5. While each Party has its own mission ·and operates independently, together they share 

common· interests in Alaska's oceans and related watersheds; . 
6. Scientifi-c under~tanding of these waters-can best be-a~hieved through cooperation 

·and collaboration of the various entities involved·in.marine rese~ch;and 
7. Comprehensive, cooperative pbrining for lllarine research in Alaska's oceans and 

' i·elated watei;sheds is Iiecessary to' cootdin(lte the efforts .Of Parties in <;>rder to ' 



maximife the benefits to the. people who. use and depen.d on Alask~?s marine 
·resources. 

. . 

Secti()HI IV. Cooperativ~ and coordinated research planning·· 
. ' - . . . . -

. The Parties agree to cooperate and coordinate in developing resear~h and monitor!pg 
·plans for theii· respective geographic regions. They shall strive to (1) establish shared 
.research priorities aild work jointly towards. attaini;ng tli~· priorities, (2) coordinate, to the 
extent pehnitted by governing legal.mandates, the timelines and processes for proposal 
solicitation, review, and decision-making; and (3) cooperate in developing a netw~rk ~f 
people to assist with proposal and program reviews upon request.. 

Section V. Information and data 

To enhance co~munica~ions andavailability of-information, the Parties agree to: 

1. _share information regarding: c a) public meetings and newsletters, Cb) ti~elines and 
processes for proposal solicitation, review, an:d.decisidn-ma:king, (c) ongoing arid 
proposed res~arch and monitoring activities, (d) invitations for proposals, and (e) · 
results and data from all scientific research; ; ' .. 

2 .. Cooperate in formulp.ting procedures a1,1d mechanisms through which such 
infonnation can be effectively shared; . . . 

3. Develop compatible. data standards and quality control prqcedures so data are of the 
·highest quality and compatible between participating agencies;_ arid 

4. · Cooperate iil jointly synthesizing the results of ongoing monitoring and research 
efforts unde1iaken by the Parties and other research entities: ·. 

Section VI. Shared resources 

·To reduce costs, increas.e efficiency, and avoid duplic~tion 'of effort, the Parties agree to . 
expedite acce~s to and sharing of each other's facilities ,and equipment, pool~d '.. . 
inventories of costly technology development projects, and scarce human skill sets, 
consistent \vith 'each Party's policies andre~ulations. · ' 

Section VII. Joint meetings_ 

The Parties agree to-meetjointly at least anrivally. The date for each succeeding meeting, 
as well as the Party(ies) responsible for plil.111)ing, coordinating, supporting, and reporting 
on it, shall be e~tahlished at the annual meeting. These me~tings will help to foster 
coopeni.tion among the parties, share findings with other participatory agencies, evaluat~ 
research plans and progress in implementation,. and coordinate in· e·stablishing priorities 
for research. · · 

Section VIII.· Participation or'other entities and facilities 

The Parties recognize that adding to this MOA new participatory' organizations involved 
in marine issues relating to Alaska's oceans and related watersheds will better e;nable 
participatory organizationsfo reach shared goals~· The Parties ag~ee to: · · 
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1. Recognize and promote the participation ofother organizations that may contribute to 
the shared interests of monitoring arl:d research in Alaska's oc~ans and related 
watersheds; and · · . · · . , 

2 ... Establish a ~echanism through which new participants can patticipatt:::'in planning for 
research and monitoring. . . . . 
. - . . 

Section IX. General pnwisio_ns 

_l .. Effective date. This MQA be~omes effective upon the date of the signature of the 
third Party to execute it: This MOA may be executed in counterparts, each of which 

· will be co-nsidered an original docun_1enc 

2. Withdrawal.· Any Party to_ this MOA may withdraw wit11out obligation upon thirty 
days written notice to the other Parties. . 

.1·' 

:3. Termination. This MOA shall reniaii1 in effecruntil it is terminated by agreement of 
theParties. : · · · · · · · 

4. A~th~rity. Nothing in this MOA shall be .consfrued to limit ~r modify the authority or 
responsibility of any participating agency.. ' . 

5. Third parties .. This 'MOA is not intended to, nor shail it, ~est rights in persons or 
entities who are not Parties. 

6. Amendment.· This MOA may b~ amended in .writing by the unanimous written· 
agreement of the Parties. ·. 

. . 

· 7. Antideficiency. Nothing in this:.MOA shalt'be construed as obligating the United 
· States,.the State.ofAlaska,or the Univers!ty of Alaska, their a:gerits or employees, to 

' \ - . . ' . 
expend funds in excess of that authorized by law. . . · · · . . 

I , .. c , • , , , • 

. . ' . 

· 8. · Effect. This MOA is intended to express the good faith plans and geneni.l intentions. 
of the parties,. but does not create any legally enforceable o1Jligations. 

9. - Notice. Any notice, request, order, or communication to the- Parties pursuant to this 
MOA s4all be in writing to each Party at the address that follows: 

. I . ' , . ·: '• I 

Molly McCaniinon,Executive Director · 
Exxon Valdez Oil.Sp!ll Trustee.Comicil · 

·· 441.West 5t11 Avenue, Suite 500: 
Anchorage·, AK 99501-2340 

. . : . . 

David Benton; Chairman .· 
North Pacific Research Board 
441 West 5th Avenue, Suite 500 
Anchorage, AK 99501-2340 · 



't •. 

_ Mark Ha:rnilton, President~ 
University of Alaska.· 
P.o: Box 7.55000 . 

· fairbankS, ·AK. 99175 · 

\ ' - ' '. ·or to such oth,eraddresses as ·~y .Party may designate in writing.' 

' . ' . 

Accept_ed as affirmed'by our sig1~atures below. 

. -

./\ ')yt~~, ll/~t.rJ~Ol- _: 
Molly Me mmon; Executive Director.. ·.Dale. · 1 

'. 

)· ___ 

· Exxon·Val ez0i1 Spill Trustee Council' . , 
' ' ' ' 

Da d Benton, Chairman 
. North Pacific-ReseatchBoard 

~1 a tori;. President _ 
U iversity of Alaska 
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