11,010,038

o Memorandum of Agreement
- Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council,
North Pacific Research Board
and
University. of Alaska

Section I. Parties,

T lns Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) is entered 1nto by the Exxon Valdez 011 Sp111 '
Trustee Council, the North Pacific Research Board, the University of Alaska, and any
other marine research and monitoring entities that may become 51gnator1es to thls
.1gree1nent in the future (the “Partles”)

* Section IT.. Purpose ,

Alaska’s oceans and rélated Watersheds are among the most.productive ecosystems in -
existence and the Nation’s greatest natural resources. There must be a concerted effort
and commitment to maintain, monitor, and protect the long-term health and’ susta1nab111ty
* of these ecosystems, their habitats and résources. This can be accomplished, in part,
~ through collaboratlve coordlnated efforts By the Parties to this MOA, each of which -
- conducts, ‘as part of its mission, ‘scientific research and monitoring of'the fish and wildlife
resources of these waters. This MOA will provide a framework for the Partles to work
. cooperatively to more effectively accomphsh their 1nd1v1dual and-common‘missions and
- provide for the long- term health and susta1nab111ty of Alaska’s oceans and related
wate1 sheds : » '

Sectﬂon I1L. Ftndings-' C
The Partles ﬁnd the follow1ng

1. Alaska’s oceans and related watersheds are extensive and contain fish and wildlife
‘resources of great economic, social, cultural, and scientific value; =
2. Populations of many commercial and non- commer01a1 spe01es in these waters are
" changing for reasons not well understood; . : :
3. Alaska’s oceans-and 1elated ‘watersheds can best be managed and understood through
an ecosystems-based approach which is directed toward understanding how habitats
and communities of species functlon togethe1 in 1esponse to env1ronmenta1 and \
anthropo genic factors; . - ~ »
4. Tmproved scientific undel standlng of mariné and marine- related ecosystems will
‘ improve management of the reglon thereby.i 1ncrea51ng the sustalnablhty and
. efficiency of human use; :
5. While each Party has its own mission and operates 1ndependently, to gether they share
" common interests in Alaska’s oceans and related watersheds;
6. Scientific understandlng of these waters can best be “achieved through cooperatlon
“and collaboration of the various entities 1nvolved in.marine research; and
~ 7. Comprehensive, cooperatlve planmng for marine research in Alaska’s oceans and
: 1elated watersheds is necessary to coordinate the efforts of Partles in order to



: rnaxrmize the beneﬁts to the people who use and depend on Alaska s marine
‘tesources. - : : - ‘ ’

Section IV. Cooperativeand coordinated research planning”

"The Parties agree to cooperate and ¢oordinate in developing research and monitoring

' plans for their respective geographic regions. They shall strive to (1) establish shared-
research priorities and work jointly towards attaining the priorities, (2) coordinate, to the
extent perinitted by governing legal 1nandates the timelines and processes for proposal

~ solicitation, review, and decision- -making; and (3) cooperate in developing a network of
people to ass1st ‘with pioposal and program reviews upon request. :

: Section'V. Information and data -
To enhance cornrnunications ,and .availability of -information, the Parties agree to:

1. Share 1nformation regarding (a) pubhc meetings and newsletters, (b) timehnes and
o processes for proposal solicitation, review, and decision-making, (c) ongoing and
proposed research and monitoring ‘activities, (d) invitations for proposals and (e) -
results and data from all scientific research; ;
2. Cooperate in formulating procedures and mechanisms through which such
information can be effectively shared; : : ‘
Develop compatible data standards-and quahty control procedures SO data are of the
~ highest quahty and cornpatible between participating agencies;, and -
4. Cooperate in jointly synthesizing the results of ongoing- monitoring and research
~ efforts undertaken by the Partles and other 1esearch entities.

Ly

Section VI. ‘Shared resources-
To reduce costs, 1ncrease efﬁciency, and avord duphcation of effort, the Parties agiee to ,
- expedite access to and sharing of each other’s facilities and equipment, pooled .

inventories of costly technology development projects, and scarce human skill sets
consistent wrth each Party s pohc1es and regulations '

Section VII. Jomt meetmgs h B o o .

‘The Parties agree to-meet jointly at least annually. The date for each succeeding meeting,

 as well as the Party (ies) responsible for planning, coordinating, supporting, and reporting

on it, shall be established at the annual meeting. These meetings will help to foster
cooperation among the parties share findings with-other participatory agencies, evaluate -
research plans and progress in 1mp1ementation and coordinate in estabhshing priorities
Vfor research. :

- 'Section VIIL. Participation of other entities ‘an‘d facilities
The Parties recognize that adding to this MOA new participatory"organizations involved

" in marine issues relating to Alaska’s oceans and related watersheds will better enable
‘ partrcrpatory organizations to reach shared goals The Parties agree to:. ‘

?



)

1

Recognize and promote the part1c1pat1011 of other orgamzat1ons that may contr1bute,to

. the shared interests of monitoring and 1esearch in Alaska s oceans and related

watersheds; and -

.. Establish a mechanism through whrch new part1c1pants can part1c1pate in plannmg for

research and monitoring.

" Section IX .'Genéral provisions

_Effective date. Thrs MOA becomes effect1ve upon the date of the signature of the

third Party to execute it: This MOA may be executed in counterparts each of which -

‘will be cons1dered an original document

: W1thdrawal Any Party to_this MOA may w1thdraw w1thout obl1 gatlon upon thrrty

days wr1tten not1ce to the othe1 Part1es ‘

Termination. This MOA shall remam in effect’ unt1l it is termmated by agreement of o

 the Parties.

Authorlty Nothlng in thrs MOA:- shall be construed to hm1t o1 modlfy the authorlty or
respons1b111ty of any partlclpat1ng agency ' : , :

Third part1e Thls MOA is not 1ntended to, nor shall it, vest r1ghts in persons or

) ent1t1es who are not Partles

Amendment. - This MOA may be amended in wr1t1ng by the unanimous wrrtten
agreement of the Partres - , -

' Ant1def1c1ency Noth1ng in this MOA shall be construed as obhgatlng the United
- States, the State of Alaska,-or the Umver51ty of Alaska, the1r agents or employees to
\expend funds in excess of that authorrzed by law

' Effect .This MOA is 1ntended to express the good faith plans and general 1ntent10ns
_ of the partles but does not créate any legally enforceable obhgatlons

- Notrce Any notice, request order or commun1cat1on to the Partres pursuant to thrs
- MOA shall be in wrrtrng to each Party at the address that follows '

LI

‘Molly McCammon,;Executlve Drrector '

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council -

441 West Sth.Avenue', Suite 500: - AP .
Anchorage, AK. 99501-2340 - - BT S

David Benton, Chalrman '
North Pacific Research Board
441 West 5™ Avenue, Suite 500

~ Anchorage, AK 99501-2340



" Mark Hamilton, President-
University of Alaska.®

. P.0.Box 755000 . .

o Faxrbanks AK 99775

) jCIr to such other addresses as‘any Pa;rty may deagnate in wrltmg.' “

Accepted as afﬁ:riﬁed‘liy our signatures below.

__ WUy e - ///zog/oz..
Molly Mc(Zgmmon, Executive Director . ﬂDate A
- Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Truste¢ Council -

b

‘ Da‘ﬂd Benton, Chairman
, (orth Pamﬁc Research Board L

5’/2:/09
Datd ' \ '

) ]&%iérﬁﬁtoﬁ;f’resident[ e R Date '

" Ufiversity of Alaska - -






