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WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR 

PLEASE REPLY TO: 

• 1031 WEST 4TH AVENUE, SUITE 200 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-1994 
PHONE: (907) 269-5100 
FAX: (907) 276-3697 

DEPARTMENT OF LAW 

0 KEY BANK BUILDING 
100 CUSHMAN ST., SUITE 400 OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL 

Kremen Studio 
8126 East Gary Road 
Scottsdale, Arizona 85260 

Dea.r Mr. Kremen: 

May 24, 1993 
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FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701-4679 
PHONE: (907)451-2811 
FAX: (907) 451-2846 

0 P.O. BOX 110300- STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0300 
PHONE: (907) 465-3600 
FAX: (907) 463-5295 
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Attorney General Cole has asked' "t:fiat> t·' ·rep1y to your 
letter of April 14, 1993. Your exhibit is impressive as is your 
commitment to serving as a goodwill ambassador and advocate for 
Prince William Sound. 

I am referring your request and supporting documentation 
to Dave Gibbons, the Acting Administrative Director for the EXXON 
VALDEZ oil spill Trustee Council. Dr. Gibbons will make certain 
that your proposal is reviewed by staff for the Trustee Council 
for possible funding. I should caution you, however, that 
settlement funds must be expended in accordance with a consent 
decree entered by the United states District Court. That decree 
requires that preference be for projects within the State of Alaska 
and that settlement funds be used for the restoration of natural 
resources injured by the oil spill and the lost or reduced services 
provided by the injured natural resources. 

Thank you for your letter and for your efforts on behalf 
of Prince William Sound. 

AMS:akb 
/ 

cc: Dave Gibbons v 

Sincerely, 

CHARLES E. COLE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 

a. .., 
By: 

A widerski 
Assistant Attorney General 



LOWER 48 OFFICE C 
Kremen Studio 
8126 East Gary Road 

c---~cottsdale, Arizona 85260 
. - '-l-800-225-8127 

April 14, 1993 

Mr. Charles Cole: 
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A Tribute to 
Prince William Sound 

I'm sure you have been solicited with a number of requests for project funding - some with merit, some without. 

I too am with a request for funding for a project I, and many others, feel is very worthwhile. Being a long time 
Alaskan resident and in the wake of the Exxon Valdez oil spill, I've created a beautiful exhibit that's currently 
touring the U.S. Please see enclosed materials. 

In essence, I help promote tourism for our state of Alaska, a clean industry becoming more and more important 
for our state, particularly Prince William Sound. 

Q 

Telephone 
Insurance 
Gas &Repair 
Handouts & Brochures 
Accommodations 
Other Transportation 
Jfi}ck Rental 
Labor 
Miscellaneous 

Tour Budget 

Totai 

400.00/mo 
700.00/mo 
875.00/mo 
850.00/mo 

1,800.00/mo 
650.00/mo 

1,600.00/mo 
2,500.00/mo 

500.00/mo 
$9,875.00/mo 

Mr. Cole, the tour is an expensive ordeal and has thus far been supported solely by the sale of my art work. 
Upon reviewing the numerous press this exhibit gets, one can understand how beneficial tllis tour can be for 
Alaska and Prince William Sound. However, for me to continue with the tour I'm going to need some outside 
help. I am thus writing to you requesting funding support from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Council. 

Upon your review please let me know if there is a possibility of supporting this worthy project. 

Thank you kindly for your consideration. 

Wiilif!j7$/IV 
GaryKremen 

(1Kijmb 015~\0 

P.S. I may be reached at the Lower 48 office, address above. 



I 
I 

c c 
·y~ EXHIBITION SCHEDULE 
<:/ -

SHOW DATES ATTENDANCE* 

1992 

Oklahoma State Fair Sept. 18-0ct. 4 1.7 million 

Little Rock, Arkansas Oct. 7-11 100,000 

North Carolina State Fair Oct. 16-25 800,000 

Columbia, South Carolina Oct. 28-Nov. 2 100,000 

Pensacola, FL Art Festival Nov. 6-8 150,000 

Lake Buena Vista Art Fest. Nov. 13-15 51,000 

Hollywood, FL Fair Nov. 20-29 396,000 

Tempe, AZ Art Festival Dec. 4-6 250,000 

Paradise Valley, AZ Dec. 9-20 660,000 

1993 

Florida State Fair Feb. 3-14 833,000 

Pompano Beach, FL Feb. 19-28 835,000 
f_-~ Fort Myers, FL 
'-=-~" 

Mar. 4-14 750,000 

Tucson, Pima County Fair, AZ April15-25 400,000 

Kansas City, MO May 2-4 50,000 

Pennsylvania Fair May 14-25 420,000 

Columbus, OH June 5-14 600,000 

Milwaukee, WI June 19-21 50,000 

Cleveland, OH June 26-28 25,000 

Denver, CO July 3-5 150,000 

Madison, WI July 10-11 200,000 

Ann Arbor, Ml July 21-25 500,000 

Ohio State Fair Aug. 7-23 3.7 million 

Minnesota State Fair Aug. 26-Sept. 6 1.5 million 

New Mexico State Fair Sept. 11-27 1.4 million 

Texas State Fair Oct. 2-27 3.2 million 

*Attendance figures are per Harris Rhodes list and the International Association 
of Fairs and Exposition Directory. 

(_ Please note that between many of these major shows we will fill in with other 
minor showings, i.e., shopping centers, aquariums, etc. 
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LOWER 48 OFFIC£: c A Tribute to 
Prince William Sound Kremen Studio 

(-- 8126 East Gary Road 
~- Scottsdale, AZ 85260 

1-800-225-8127 
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:1ECEIVED 
DeaR rtm"!"'it of R .. R'IP 

AM J\PR 2 3 1993 
~~~l!}i10all 1121 JL 1~1~1~1e;~~ 

Enclosed are materials regarding the exhibit "A Tribute to Prince Willitm Sound." This 
exhibit consists of a 62 foot oil painting created by Gary Kremen in the wake of the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill. It is regarded to be one of the longest continuous oil paintings ever created. 
The project commenced in September of 1989 and was completed in June of 1990. This 
exhibit was made possible in part by a grant from the Alaska Wildlife Federation. 

The intention was to create an illusion of stepping into a lagoon within Prince William Sound, 
creating an educational awareness of this area, and tour it nationally taking it to various 
museums, aquariums, large art showings, fairs, etc. Later it will be taken abroad having 
been invited to London, Rome, Tokyo, and China. Additionally, the making of this painting is 
the subject of a P.B.S. documentary. It is a fully self-contained turnkey exhibit including a 
rheostat controlled halogen lighting system, as well as a sophisticated sound system emitting 
the sounds of nature as the viewers stroll through the piece, i.e., singing humpback whales, 
calling loons, etc. 

This exhibit generates much publicity, i.e., TV, radio, and newspapers. Before we exhibit in 
any city, our publicist sends promotional material to all local media, informing them of where 
and when the exhibit takes place. 

There have been six prints made from various parts of the 62 foot painting which are sold to 
help cover the expense of the tour (see brochure enclosed). Gary Kremen, the artist will be 
on hand as well for the show, painting on location and answering the many questions people 
have about Alaska and Its environment. 

Please let us know as soon as possible of your interest in having this exhibit. We await your 
response. 

A.:cll best regard~~- ~-
, /JAA /Y/{_,;;··L- / W-t.-?A--':-~ 

/ (fi"l' [../ / ~ / ~_;_:.---- .-----/ 

Danny Sch~ Representative ~ 



T ~,' I' 

--------~(~----------
c 

Texperience Gary Kremen's 
Tribute to Prince William Sound," 

you literally step into the painting 
and are transported to a land of abundant 
wildlife, glaciers, and tree-covered islands. 

The 62-foot-long canvas envelopes you, 
capturing the beauty of the Sound, along 
with the love that Kremen obviously has for 
the environment 

"' fell in love with the Sound when I first 
saw it in 1978. The place is so majestic, so 
pristine. It's nature at its best. I've been 
around the world, and I've never seen 
anyplace like Prince William Sound." 

The tribute is part of Kremen's effort to 

coned the misconception that the Sound is 
dead. "I got tired of seeing the same dead 
otters and the same loon on 1V. People in 
the Lower 48 think all the beaches are still 
covered with oil and all the animals are 
dead. That's not true . ., 

A frequent visitor to the Sound, his 
passion for the area shows as he talks, 
·People need to know,·whether they ever 
visit the Sound or not, that it is still here. 
'That they can see all the birds and animals. 
It's here to enjoy now, and it will be here for 

grandchildren to enjoy." 
__ Wander through the mural and gaze upon 

-;1 kiniwake rookery, observe a grizzly bear 
_ and_ber_cubs on the shoreline, and watch a 

pod of orca cntise past. A bald eagleT~hts- · 
on a nearby treetop, while toilllOl<lnt~. 

STEP INTO THE 

SOUND 
murres, and puffins flock. Waterfalls and 
calving glaciers complete the scene. Music 
surrounds you, adding to the majesty of the 
experience. 

If you've been to the Sound, you may feel 
as if you recognize the place, but it does not 
represent any particular site. 

"I took images from my mind," Kremen 
says. "To be a real picture of art, it has to 
come from your imagination ... from the 
heart." 

In fact, it is this spirit that makes the 
tribute more meaningful than a photograph. 
"Paintings convey a lot more than photos. 
There is more to a painting - feeling, 

impressions," Kremen says. 
TI1e unique painting is a compilation of 

Kremen's wide range of life experiences -
his degrees in narural resources and 
architecrure, his participation in a national 
art tour, his work as a commercial salmon 

· fiSherman in Alaska. He came to Alaska in 
1977 on the art tour and stayed. First, 
working as an architect, then turning to 
commercial fishing. Catching salmon during 
the :.ummer supported his paiming through 
the winter. He eventually opened a studio in 
Anchorage. 

When the spill happened, Kremen was 
angry. "This happened in my backyard, and 
I care about the environment." He put down 
11is-omsl1eS,-:incroeganaesigning-and - -
building booms ro help wirh rht> spill. 

Last September, the concept for the 
painting came to Kremen. "I saw the whole 
thing in my head. It's the greate.t work that 
I have ever done, but I could never have 
done it until this moment in my life." 

It took Kremen until March to work out 
the engineering details - to locate the 
length of continuous canvas, to design and 
construct the free-form frc~me, and to devise 
a huge wooden pin that enables the painting 
to be rolled up for easy tr.lnsportation. 

A prime objective of the mural is to 
educate people about species that live in the 
Sound, and to see them in their natural 
environment. The back of the mural will 

display photographs, animal sketches, and 
information about £he history aml t.:UllUre of 
Prince William Sound. 

The tribute to the Sound was fir.>t 
displayed at the Egan Convention Center in 
Anchorage in early june and was on exhibit 
in Valdez in july. Kremen hopes to exhibit it 
throughout the Lower 48. The painting is the 
subject of a videotape ·being made tor the 
Public Broadcasting System. 
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..JJ-orwrar'l _A.mbaooador o/ (/oodwtf/ 

_)(now ye, that: ad r}overnor o/ the State o/ -.Aiaaka, in the r!ame and ty the -.Authority o/ the People o/ Jhe r}reat ofand, J 
hereby beatow Special Reco9nition /or hia appreciation o/ Alaaka and hia "~'Jibute to Prince UJi/tam Sound, 
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and hereby recognize 

(}ar'l hemeno 
ad an _)j.onorary AmbaaaaJor o/ r}oodwd/ /or Alaaka, /rom the People o/ the r}reat State o/ Alaaka to the People o/ other 
Statea, the People o/ r/ationa beyond the bordera o/ the United Stalea, or wherever thia Arnbaaaador o/ Alaaka may hereafter 

travel or reaide. 

Jn teatirrumy whereof, J have hereunto ael my hand and cauaed lhe 
(]real Seal o/ lhe State o/ _Aiaaka to be a/fixed al }uneau, lhia 
I at day o/ rt/arch in the {jear 1993. 

Ul.~ 
vvatter . ../Vicke' vernor 
1J I /J. J II f. p.. I> lil/r ------or -
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' ... Music ... flows into my 
paintings and blesses each 
canvas with a h.armony of sound 9 

F rom his background it 
would have been hard to 
predict that Gary Kremen 

-

would have become an 
artist: breaking horses in 

Wyoming, practicing architec­
ture and lana planning in Col­
orado and spending time as a 

c;~om~ercial fisherman in 
~Chignik Lagoon, Alaska. He 

graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin with a degree in land 
planning and did graduate 
studies in architecture at the 
University of Colorado and in 
Europe. After studying for six 
years to be an architect and prac­
ticing for three years, he came to 
a point in his life deciding he 
must further explore the god 
given talent he possessed and 
thus he turned to his art. Before 
settling in Alaska in 1977, he 
spent two and half years with a 
national art touring group selling 
his pencil and pen & ink works 
while touring North America. 

"A creative work such as my oil 
paintings, is a splash of my soul 
on canvas. It's an individual in­
terpretation of the majesty I see 
and the feelings that well up in 

,-- -.. me. A painting is more than mix­l- ture of colors on a canvas, M:th 
' my work I try to make every pam-
-- .ting_breathe. _ _ _ ___ _ _ 

I also strive to be different. 
Anyone can paint ocean scenes 
or a grizzly on a windswept tun­
dra. I look beyond the painting 
and add a dimension that makes 
the painting timeless. With my 
dolphins, for example. I strive to 
create a sense of motion. A 
dolphin apparently suspended 
in the ocean is simply a generic 
portrait of an animal within 
bluegreen waters. On the other 
hand, my dolphins move: the 
bubbles from their blowholes 
streaming down their backs as if 
they are shooting for the surface. 
Each animal I delicately paint 
with features that are different 
so that a painting of 'two 
dolphins' is a painting of 'two 
different dolphins' in the same 
frame. rather than just two 
dolphins 1n the ocean. 

With my mountain and cloud 
scenes, I also capture motion. 
Ansel Adams showed the world 
that there was more to 
photography than just snapshot 
perfection. I choose a Unique mo­
ment and freeze it. When pain­
ting waves I capture the motion 
and the feeling those waves pro­
duce. My paintings are more 
than "freezeframe", they are the 
majesty of the moment. 

·-··~.~i";~ 

. '~cf 

My artwork is also different 
because I incorporate music, 
preferably "New Age" music. 
Many other artists like silence. I 
want music because it flows into 
my paintings and blesses each 
canvas with a harmony ofsoUI1d 
When I'm finished. I've created a 
.. symphony on canvas". 

I'm continuely overwhelmed by 
the raw beauty of Alaska. It in­
stills a precious freedom within 
me that allows me a feeling of be­
ing unencumbered. 

As an explanner and architect 
building projects in the bush and 
being an exfisherman, I've been 
fortunate in visiting many 
places throughout Alaska, giv­
ing me an unparalleled painting 
inspiration. 

The painting form that I want to 
share with the world is what I 
call "Environmental Impres­
sionism". The essence is to cap­
ture a feeling of a particular sub­
ject, rather than to simply 
register 'photo realism'. That's 
what I am about as an artist:• 

Kremen's art now hangs in 
private and public collections 
throughout the United States 
and around the world as well. 

51 
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EXHIBIT DETAILS 

Contact Persons: Danny Schmitz, Manager ........ 1800-225-8127 

GARY KREMEN, Artist 

Steve Levi, Publicist 

A TOTAL TURNKEY OPERATION 

Space Requirements 

Indoor Showings: 27' x 12' for exhibit 
Plus: 8' x 1 0' for table and area for artist to paint. 

Outdoor Showings: We have a specially designed trailer now 
being built for 
the exhibit requiring 28' x 21 '. It will be fully 
self-contained including sound system, 
lighting system, and air 
conditioning to give the chill of Alaska. 

Insurance: Exhibit is fully covered by Lloyds of London 

Set-up Time: 3 hours 

Take-Down Time: 2 hours 

Electricity: 1800 watts required (25 amps) 
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REFERENCES 

Dana Bailey 
Vice President 

c--

Toni Matison & Associates 
For Tempe Art Festival 
414 South Mill Avenue, Suite 202 
Tempe, AZ. 
(602) 968-5353 
(602) 968-1293 

Susan Baker 
Media Overboard 
Arizona State Fair 
6420 South Newberry Road 
Tempe, AZ. 85283 
(602) 897-2099 

Amy Greer 
Marketing Director 
Cortana Mall 
9401 Cortana Place 
Baton Rouge, LA 70815 
(504) 923-1412 

Corle Pierce 
Director of Concessions 
Oklahoma State Fair 
Post Office Box 7 4943 
Oklahoma City, OK 73147 
( 405) 948-6700 

Susan Stanley 
Marketing Director 
Park Mall 
5870 East Broadway Boulevard 
Tucson, AZ 85711 
(602) 747-7575 
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ARTS JOE CAUSEY 

Phone (907) 272-7026 
Box 100245, Anchorage, Alaska 99510-0245 

August 13, 1990 

Gary Kremen 
Fourth Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 

This is to certify that on August 2, 1990 as a certified appraiser, 
I carefully examined the following item and, in my opinion, the current 
value in Anchorage, Alaska is as noted. 

This 
approximate 
necessarily 
for sale. 

appraisal represents what, in our opinion is the present 
Retail Replacement Cost of the appraised item and not 

the amount ~hat might be obtained if the articles were offered 

. The size of each item, when pertaining to a painting or print, is 
t:)easured height followed by wid~h in inches and does not include t.he matting 
~~r frame. All sizes are approx1mate. 

The charge for this appraisal was based on an hourly rate and not on 
a percentage of the value of the appraised items. This appraiser has no 
financial interest in these appraised items. 

Artwork has been examined without removal from glass or frame. 

ARTIST 

1. Gary Kremen 

c 3iCw;~/~~ts~ 
- .. ··_-~-:~ 

~-r-Joe c~use·y 
'-ftppra1ser . 

Art & Artifacts 

DESCRIPTION 

Oil on Canvas 5~' X 62 '8" executed in 1989 and 
1990, titled "A Tribute to Prince William Sound." 
A continuous canvas starting on the left showing a 
cove with a mother bear' with cubs. It features a 
killer whale, then a calving glacier followed by a 
kitty wake rookery, then an eagle and canadian 
geese, then Sitka Black Tail Deer by a waterfall. 
This is reported to be one of the longest 
continuous canvas paintings in the world. Signed 
Kremen in the lower right. The painting is not 
framed as it is ment to be a continuous ·flow of 
gentle curves. Excellent condition. 

VALUE: $100,000.00 

Art Appraiser Negotiator for Undisclosed Principals 
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Mr. Gary Kremen 
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STATE 0 F A.L.A.S XA 
CF'F'IC:E: OF' THE: GCVE:RNCR 

JONEA.'O 

November 15, 1990 

510 w. 41st Street, Unit B 
Anchorage, ~~ 99503 

~ 
Dear Gary, 

t:_j I would like to compliment you on the completion of "A Tribute to 
Prince William Sound." The piece typifies the Sound and with its 
unique presentation will allow people to understand the majesty 
of the country. 

c 

·your effort has resulted in a significant work of art which 
Alaskans will appreciate. 

I wish you success in your national tour with this exhibit. 

~=-
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FRANK H. MURKOWSKI 
ALASKA 

COMMITTEES: 

c r 
"--····· 

222 WIST 7TH STIIUT Box 1 
ANCHOIIAGI. AK 99513 

!9071271-3735 

VETERANS" AFFAIRS !RANKING MEMBER! 
f'~RGY AND NATURAL RESOURCES tinittrl ~tett.s ~rnatt 

10 1 12TH AYl .. U!. Sox 7 
FArll•,.,.as. AK 99701 

(9071456-0233 

\_ ~··· FOREIGN RELATIONS 
SELeCT COMMITTEE ON INTt:WGENCE 

SEUCT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON, DC 205 1 0 
12021 224-611115 

P.O. Box 1U7 
.JU .. IAU. AX 99802 

(90715811-7400 

G 

/. 

(_/. 

Mr. Gary Kremen 
510 West 41st St. 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Dear Gary: 

November 27, 1990 

120 TIIAOIIOG BAY ROAD. SUITE 350 
Kl""''· AX 99811 
(9071283-5808 

109 MAIN STIIUT 
XITCHIIAN. AI( 99901 

19071 225-8880 

I've recently learned about your new work "A Tribute to 
Prince William Sound". What an ambitious undertaking! 

I am pleased that you have chosen to emphasize in such a 
manner the beauty of what is Alaska. Hopefully, through your 
artistic creativity, you will be able to replace the images in the 
minds of many Americans of a terrible tragedy which thankfully 
is now, for the most part, behind us. 

I wish you success in your tour. 

·~ ~/. 
Frank H. Murkowski 
United States Senator 
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Working ior the Nature oi T(~ JW• 

.,~ w NATIONAL WILDLIFE FEDERATION 
750 W. Second Ave .• Suite 200. Anchorage, AK 99501 (907) 258-4800 

Mr. Gary Kremen 
510 West 41st. Street, Unit B 
Anchoraqe, Alaska 99503 

Dear Gary: 

october 22, 1990 

The metamorphosis of your paintinq 11A Tribute To Prince 
William Sound" from concept to finished art is truly 
impressive. By representinq so many of the multi-faceted 
sound's features you have captured its essence before the 
Exxon Valdez disaster. Your work has helped to set visual 
standard of the level we all want to see the sound restored. 

Your artistic style, the sheer magnitude of the 
paintinq, and the unique manner of display enables the viewer 
to "interact" with the subject. 

~; Gary, my staff and I appreciated the opportunity to view 

( 

the paintinq durinq its various phases of development. We 
wish you continued success as you exhibit "A Tribute To 
Prince William Sound" around the country so that others may 
have an opportunity to appreciate the maqnificence of the 
Prince William Sound and its wildlife. 

asM~D. 

Printed on Recycled Pacer 
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Vice President 
University Relations 

C' C~ 
ALASKA PACIFIC UNIVERSITY 

July 13, 1990 

Mr. Gary Kremen 
510 west 41st street, Unit B 
Anchorage, AK 99503 

Dear Gary: 

congratulations for your artistry celebrated in "A Tribute 
To Prince William sound". 

The canvas painting brings alive the ecology, wildlife and 
sp~rit of that most precious place. 

You are to be commended for sharing your canvas painting as 
the center piece of a television special. This will allow 

--- many more persons the opportunity of viewing your most 
unique art form. --
Alaska Pacific University is anxious to support this art 
project in any way possible. I look forward to working with 
you in the days ahead. 

choa 
Vice President 
University Relations 

DO/fb 

4101 University Drive • Anchorage • Alaska 99508 



Spill t~ .. ..; beans s~ ~nu fever 
Low-cost staple 
gaining popularity 
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Twins, Edison CC kick off 
Grapefruit League tonight 
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NEWS-PRESS 
THURSDAY, MARCH 4. 1993 FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 

Mural artist defends work 
as a 'message of hope' 
News-Press staff 

After concerns were raised that 
his artwork was pro-Exxon, Alaskan 
artist Gary Kremen on Friday said in 
defense of his mural on display at the 
Coastland Center in Naples that his 
work was "simply of message of 
hope" that Prince William Sound is 
recovering. 

The sound made international 
headlines four years ago when a 
massive Exxon oil spill devastated 
the picturesque Alaskan coastal 
area. 

"A Tribute to Prince William 
Sound," a 62-foot-long oil painting by 
Gary Kremen, was put on display in 
the ~enter Wednesday and will be 
there until Tuesday. The painting, 
which has been on national tour 
since September 1992, depicts a pris­
tine sound teeming with wildlife. 

Kremen will be at the mall today 
to sign limited edition prints of his 
work. The Naples Conservancy is 
scheduled to present demonstra-

tions, exhibits and live animals at the 
.mall on Saturday. 

But Sally Richardson, director o.f 
human resources and community 
relations for the Conservancy, said 
earlier this week she will look into 
the Prince William Sound exhibit to 
determine whether the presentation 
should be held. 

"I'm going to see whether it's 
compatible with what we want to 
do," Richardson said. Some environ­
mentalists took the display to be an 
endorsement of Exxon and its 
cleanup efforts after March 24, 1989, 
the date of the largest oil spill ever in 
the United States. 

Conservancy officials could I)Ot 
be reached for comment Friday. 

Kremen said Friday that he did 
not mean to downplay the extent of 
the damage in that spill but to point 
out that there are signs of renewal. 

"I am not here with my painting 
to try to quell the tragedy that oc­
curred in the spilling of the Exxon 
Valdez," Kremen said. "By doing my 

painting, I simply wanted to mark 
this moment in time so we may never 
forget this tragic incident." 

Kremen said he had two goals: 
•To create an educational 

awareness of the Prince William 
Sound area, "to see bird and animals 
in their natural habitat." 

•To make people aware that the 
sound is not still covered in oil and 
that the birds and animals are not all 
dead. 

"There are yet many problems 
and damaged areas still affected by 
the spill and the spill cleanup ef­
forts," Kremen said. 

But Kremen said Exxon's efforts 
shouldn't be overlooked. 

"I give Exxon credit for doing the 
job they did considering the logis­
tics," Kremen said, but he said blame 
could also be shared by the U.S. Coast 
Guard and the state of Alaska for 
being unprepared and by the Ameri­
can public for re-electing public offi­
cials easily swayed by special inter­
ests. 

25 CENTS 
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Gary Kremen of Alaska painted 
'Love the One You're With' 
shown above. His works are on 
display at Pompano Square. 
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CAPTURED ON CANVAS 
62-fool painling 

depicts rebirth of 
Alaska's Prince 
William Sound 
after oil spill. 

By LANE KELLEY 
Staff Writer 

Gary Kremen says the Guinness Book 
of World Records is interested in his 
painting.' 

The canvas, titled "Tribute to Prince 
William Sound," is curved, almost in the 
shape of a guitar. But Kremen said what 
interests the people at the Guinness 
Book about the painting is its length -
62 feet. 

"They said they don't have a category 
for the longest contiguous painting, but 
they're thinking about starting one be­

. cause of mine, " Kremen said. 
On display at Pompano Square until 

Monday, Kremen's painting has a deep­
er purpose than to set a precedent for 
the Guinness Book. Kremen, Who lives in 
Anchorage, chose to paint Prince Wil­
liam Sound because it was the site of the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in March 1989. 

When the Valdez ran aground on a 
reef and dumped 11 million gallons of 
crude into the sound it was the largest 
tanker spill in history. But in January 
the tanker Braer broke apart 100 miles 
north of mainland Scotland. Salvage of­
ficials have estimated that possibly half 
of the tanker's 24.6 million gallons 
spilled out, which would make it larger 
than the Valdez disaster. 

Staff photo/JACKIE BELL 

Gary Kremen is touring with his "Tribute to Prince William Sound." 

"I got tired of seeing the same dead percent of the sound 's shoreline was 
otters and the same loon on TV," Kre- damaged. 
men recalled. "People in the Lower 48 "I'm not trying to put a feather in Ex- ~ 
think all the beaches are still covered xon's hat, but they did a pretty good job 
with oil and all the animals are dead. on the cleanup, though they had to wait a 
That's not true." long time to do it because winter set in," ~ 

But first, he had to work out some Kremen said. "But really, what cleaned 1 
technical details. it up by far is Mother Nature." W 

Kremen searched all over the conti- Kremen said he wants the painting to ~ 
nent for such a long canvas, eventually persuade peoplein the lower 48 that Ex- ~ 
finding a manufacturer in Georgia to xon did not ruin the Sound. 
make it for him. Then he designed the "It's a paradise again," he said. ~ 
curved frame and a huge wooden pin And his paradise has a soundtrack. g. 

The spill made Kremen angry. that enables the painting to be rolled up A stereo system plays Rachmani- m 
"This happened in my back yard, and for transport. noff's Rhapsody on a Theme of Pagani- a. 

I care· about the environment," he said. Kremen began painting in March 1990 ni, backed by the sounds of whales and ~ 

) 
A resident of Alaska since 1977, Kre- and worked nine months straight, seven other outdoor noises. ~ 

men put down his palette to help with days a week, eight hours a day. The fin- Kremen said he paid $48,000 for the g­
the cleanup effort. He designed and built ished canvas, painted in oil, depicts wa- sQund and light system and will be on ~ 
booms to help with the spill, utilizing his terfalls and glaciers, a grizzly bear and tour in the United States with the paint- ~ 
training as an architect and land plan- her cubs on the shoreline, whales in the ing for the next year and a half. ~ 
ner. sound, a bald eagle on a treetop and oth- "This was a painting of hope for peo- :... 

T~en, in Septe~b~r 1989, Kreme.n got er indigenous Alaskan wildlife. pie," Kre111en said. "I wante? to sa~, ~ 
the tdea for a pamtmg about the stte of There is no evidence of the oil spill in 'Mankind isn't all bad. There lS hope tf w 

__ t_he _d~saster, prov~d .b¥ JlS!~~~~pqrJ:~ . • i~pa.iatJ!lg. &eme(l.said.onl-" alioutJ.O ... YQl\ ~i~ .PJll~t'\..Jt.e ": , ... , .. • .. ... ,(,) 
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A TRIBUTE TO THE SOUND 
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Artist Gary Kremen sltsl surround8d by his artwork Thursday at Pompano display for 10 days at the mall, U.S. 1 and Copans Road In Pompano 
Square Mall. His 62-loot-long painting, A Tribute to Prince William Sound, Beach. As they view Kramen's work, visitors hear natural sounds such aa 
captures the beauty or the Alaskan sound, site of the 1989 Exxon Valdez loons c:alllnl;l BiRd water gently slapping. The maills open from 10 a.m. to 9 
oil spill. Kremen's painting of whales, bald eagles and other wildlife Ia on p.m. Monday through Saturday and noon to 5:30 p.m. Sunday. 
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Mural 
a natural 
at fair 

An Alaskan painter 
pays tribute at the 
Florida State Fair to his 
native state. 

By SUSAN SNYDER 
Tribune Staff Writer 

TAMPA- Tucked away in are­
mote corner of the Florida State 
Fairgrounds is a little piece of the 
nation's wilderness. 

It's a place where strains of clas­
sical music and the calls of wild 
loons and killer whales muffle the 
midway's din. 

A place where Alaskan painter 
Gary Kremen pays tribute to a pris­
tine, watery passage few talked 
about until a ruptured oil tanker 
blackened Its shore in March 1989. 

But Prince William Sound isn't 
black anymore, said Kremen, who 
has created a 62-foot oil painting of 
the sound's shoreline. • 

"A lot of people still think Alas­
ka is covered in oil, and all the 
birds are gone, and It's not that 
way," he said. "I painted Ibis for 
the people in the lower 48 so they 
can see what this place really looks 
like." 

The painting covers a curving 
canvas that envelops spectators in 
soothing hues of blues. ametnysts 
and deep greens. 

A mother bear and her cub 
starid along the water's edge In 
front of a pine forest at one end. 

See ALASKAN, Page t 

Gary Kremen, an Alaskan artist, pos­
es with a painting of manatees Fri­
day at the Florida State Fair. Behind 

PHIL SHEFFIELD/Tribune pholo 

Kremen is part of a large mural, "A 
Tribute to Prince WilHam Sound," on 
display 111 the fair. 

Alaskan mural shown. 
' at Florida State Fair 

• From Page 1 

Killer wbaJ.es and sea otters frol­
ic in the center panels and all kinds 
of birds - tittiwakes, red-faced 
cormorants, ::anadian geese and 
even a bald e;agle - soar overhead 
or sit on their lofty perches. 

Kremen's exhibit, which also in­
cludes smaller paintings of _Alaskan 
wildlife, is in tile first year of a tw~ 
year trek acrcss the United States. 

After !bat be's heading over· 
seas, having ~n invited to exhibit 
the painting ia China, Japan, Eng­
land and France. 

Kremen, a:1 architect by train­
ing and forme- commercial salmon 
fisherman, hes spent more than 
$75.000 on the painting and his trav­
el e~penses. Sc:vings and sale of his 
other artwork, including miniatures 
of the mural, have supported his 
trip so far. 

The mural 3Cenes are ones Kre­
men has seen from the bow of his 
own 20-foot boc.t, which is docked in 
Prince William Sound. He even 
knows one of tl!!e squirrels by name. 

" That's Ernie," be said, pointing 
to the furry c-eature staring back 
from the canvas. "He hangs around 
the food in my camp, and when 
bears are coming be starts chatter­
ing." 

Kremen pa:nted every day for 
nine months to complete the mural 
- a feat that was videotaped in seg-

• WHERE: The Florida State 
Fairgrounds. at U.S. Highway 
301 and Interstate 4. 

• WHEN: Continues through 
Sunday. Bams and gales open 
at 8 a.m .• exhibition hafts open 
at 9 and 10 a.m. Midway opens 
around 11 a.m. each day. Exhi­
bitions close by 10 p.m. daily, 
and the midway stays open as 
long as there are crowds. 

• COST: $5 for people 12 and 
older; S2 for children ages 6 to 
11. and children younger than 6 
get in free. Parking is $2 for cars 
and $3 for recreational vehicles 
and buses. 

ments and is SCheduled to be the 
subject of a public television docu­
mentary later this year. 

"It took nine months to com· 
plete," be said. "But it took me all 
of my life to learn to complete i t in 
nine months." 

25¢ 
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Art to. get inside of 
..• 

7:J=l~inting inside trailer at festival re-creates feel of .Prince· William Sound 
By Steve Cheseborough 
Slaftwrlter 
· ;.T.El\IPE - If you can't make it 
~.Alaska this weekend, you might 
&;:; iO Mill Avenue instead. 
. :::aary Kremlin's "The. Tribute to 
Prince William Sound" will be on 
display there as part of the Old 
Town Tempe Festival of the Arts. 

The work is a 62-foot-long, 
lcidDey-shaped painting that view· 
ers. Uterally step inside of when 
they-· enter the trailer in which 
Kremlin is carting it around the 
CX~untry. 
·:·· It depicts the natural environ­
ment of Prince William Sound, site 
ol the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. 
The sounds and even the feel of the 
place are re-created in the trailer, 
through recordings and climate 
controL 
. ·- ~emlin, an Anchorage artist 
who docks his boat at Prince 
Wili.Wn Sound, said the piece does 
not depict the oil spill's destruction 

' b!l~ rather the beauty that sur­
vived it. 
' ''I want to let people know 

sbmething of hope," he said. "So 
many people have this conception 
that all this was ruined. But that is 
r~Bllj not the case. It's rebuilding 
~;nice. It's a paradise right 
11b.C' 

Kremlin said this is 'one of the 
l~est continuous canvases ever 
~ted by an artist. It also was a 
l)ig. aeparture for him, since he 
~y ,vorks on normal-sized 

t pamijngs. • 
~ ~"!his was like a miss1on For me ill ~3.rked on it Cor 3,800 hours," 

. ~Besides • the sounds of loons, 
waterfalls, sea gulls and whales, 
viewers will .hear the music or 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
TEMPE - The entertainment 

schedule for this weekend's Old 
Town Tempe Festival of the Arts: 

Friday: 
Coors Li!lhl stage, Fourth Street 

at Hayden ::iquare: 
•10::1).11:30 a.m. - David 

Ross, acoustic variety. 
•NOCI'I-1 p.m. - Ted Alan 

Quartet, ,Jazz. 
•1:3C-2:30 p.m. - Jo Dance 

and Fat Chance, rhythm and 
blues. 

•3-4 p.m.- Ronnie Glover and 
the Cowilillys. country. 

• 4:30.6 p.m. - JeH Dayton 
Band, country. 

Senior/Family Stage, Sixth 
Street a1 Maple Avenue: 

•10-11 a.m.-HappyTrio + 1, 
band wilh vocals. 

•11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.- Sen· 
lor Star Search Variety Show. 

•1·2 p.m. -Tony I<, vocalist 
•2:30·3 p.m. - Rhythm Tap­

pers, senior dance troupe. 
•3-3:30 p.m.- Mary Atkinson. 

vocalist · 
•4-5 p.m. - Ocotillo Seven, 

band. 
•S::JD-6 p.m.- Mary Atkinson. 
International/Blues Stage, Mill 

at Third Street: 
• 10:30-11:30 a.m. - Jack 

Kremlin listened to while paint· 
ing. "It goes really well, since 
every brush stroke was done to it," 
hesald. · 

Kreml::n is fmancing the work's 
national tour by selling prints of 
parts o£ it for $75 each, and 
small-scale reproductions of the 
whole werk for $7. He said he bas 
no corporate sponsorship. 
. The piece will be part or the 

festival's Ecotopia area, which al:so 
will offer environmental displaya 

Alves, acoustic variety. 
•Noon-1 p.m. - Haris Lea 

Blackwood, folk. 
•1:30-2:30 p.m. - Brendan 

O'Laughlin, Irish. 
•3-4 p.m. - Joseph Hisllano, 

Latin pop. 
•4:30·6 p.m. - Mfis, Latin Jazz 

and salsa. 
Saturday: 
Coors Ught Stage: 
•10:30-11:30 a.m. - Valerie 

Sack, acoustic variety. 
•noon-1 p.m.- Breaking Point, 

rhythm and blues. 
•1:30..2:30 p.m. - The Hoo 

Doo Kings, rockabilly blues. 
•3-4 p.m. - Limbs AJtlmbo, 

world beat. 
•4:30·6 p.m. - Morning Star, 

reggae. · 
International/Blues Stage: 
•10:30..11:30 a.m. - Frank 

Mackey, roots rock. 
•noon-1 p.m. - Adzldo, West 

African song and dance. 
•1 :30-2:30 p.m. - Plhoenix 

Button Accordionists, polka and 
waltzes. 

•3-4 p.m.·- Southwest Ukrain· 
ian Fold Dancers. · 

•4:30-6 p.m. - Zdm Zl.lm Zl.lm,· 
Latin and world beat. 

panies and organizations. A dem· 
onstration of organic gardening 
and composting by Gentle 
Strength Co-op members is among 
the displays. . 

To go along with the environ• 
mental emphasis, the festival staff 
will recycle some of the festival 
trash this year for the first l:lme. 

There will be recycling contain· 
ers for plastic cups and water 
bottles t.hroushout the festival 
grounds. 

Senior /Family Stage: 
•10:30·11:30 a.m. - Majestic 

Drill Team. 
•noon-1 p.m. - JJ's Dance 

Action. 
81:30-2:30 p.m. - The Har­

monichords, variety. 
• 3-4 p.m. -Julie's Jazz Piza~ 

dance. 
&4:30-5:30 p.m. - Movement 

Source. holiday performance. 
Valley M Theatre, 509 s. Mill: 
•noon-1 p.m.- Sili Pudl, sitar 

rock. 
•1:15·2:15 p.m. - Valerie 

Sack. 
•2:30-3:30 p.m.- The Mums, 

rock featuring bassist Linda 
Cushma. 

•3:45 - 4:45 fJ.m. - Cactus 
Kidd and the Snail Ranchers, rock. 

•5·6 p.m.- Hans Olson, blues. 
Sunday: 
International/Blues Slage: 
• 1 1 a.m.-noon - Hans Olson. 
•12:30·1:30 p.m. - Buddy 

Reed and lhe Rip It Ups, blues. 
•2-3 p.m.- Colleen Callahan, 

rhythm and blues. 
•3:30·4:30 p.m.- Chico Chism 

Chicago Blues Band. 
• 5-6 p.m. - Small Paul and 

Drivin' Wheel, rhythm and blues. 

spokeswoman Dana Bailey said. 
"We didn't want to overwhelm the 

· vendors or the public. Eventually 
we'll progress to recycling the 
plates and forks." 

The three-day Festival generates 
about 40,000 pounds of trash. 

Admission to the festival is free. 
It runs from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Friday through Sunday along Mill 
between Third and Seventh 
streets. 

There will be about 500 artists 

COors Ught Stage: 
•10:30-11:30 a.m. - Dickens 

Carolers, holiday music. 
•noon -1 p.m.- Dr. Bombay, 

jazz. 
•1 :30-2:30 p.m. - Gi Gi Dixon, 

country and rock. 
•3-4 p.m. -The Rave, rhythm 

and blues. 
•4:30-6 p.m.'- The Groove 

Merchants. 
Senior/Family Stage: 
•10:30·11:30 a.m. - Mary 

Hollan, Disney tunes. 
•noon-1 p.m. - Studio One, 

dance. 
•1:30·2:30 p.m.- The Original 

Harmorilchords, variety. 
•3·4 p.m.- Mary Hollan. 
•4:30-5:30 p.m. - Dance Con· 

nectlon. 
Valley Art Theatre: 
•noon-1 p.m. - The Bis­

cayne&, rock. 
•1:15-2:15 p.m. -One, folk. 
•2:30-3:30 p.m. - The Chin­

gaderos, rock 'n' roll. 
•3:45·4:45 p.m.- Keith Secola 

and the WUd Band of Indians, 
Indian flute music. 

•5·6 p.m.- The Fake McCoys, 
rock. 

more than 60 food booths, and 
continuous entertainment on three 
outdoor stages and inside the 
V alle;r Art Tlieatre. 

·Friday is Senior Day. It is to 
kick off at 10 a.m. with a free 
cereal breakfast, open to all ~es, 
near Sixth Street and Maple 
Avenue. There also will be elderly· 
oriented entertainment all day at 
a stage there . 

Kidspace, on Sixth Street just 
west of Mill, includes a petting zoo, 
craft workshops and activities for 
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Deat" aa ... ~, 

"t'hal'\k )!OL-\ fot" bt"il'\ging )!O'-'~" exql.-\isite e"hibit to the .At"izona State Fait". 
Jt pleases me that we had the oppot"tl-\1'\ii)! to t.-anspo..t altnost one million 
dese..t dwellet"s to the shot"es of ..Alaska th.-o"gh )!O'-'t" paintings. 

)low• love fo.- this beo.i.-\tif"l, "'•;spoiled lal'\d is !'"eall)! bl"'cn~sht home in it's 
majes~ and scope. )low• choice of W\1.-\Sic enhances what is alt"ead)! pe.fect. 

( __ j Ma"t "to" contin"e to soat" with the eagles, be blessed b"i uod al'\d paint 
ft"oW\ )!01.-\t" hea..t. 

;A new ft"iend in ,At"izona1 

S"son ~lJ~a»~ 
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Spreading the. word 
Artist shows how Alaska has recovered from oil spill 

By Sidney Williams 
StaffreJlOrter 

Gary Kremen's "A Tribute to 
Prince WUliam Sound" is 
aimed at letting people know 
that the Alaskan coastline isn't 
oil-covered any more. The work 
is above all a message of hope, 
the artist said. 

The 62-foot painting which Is 
on display through Wednesday 
at Alexandria Mall is designed 
to capture the essence of Prince 
William Sound rather than a 
particular site. It depicts some 
forest as well as the ocean. 
mountains and glaciers. Dis­
played in wrap-around fashion. 
1t also shows the wildlife of the 
region Including a red squirrel, 
sea- otters. rea faced---cormo­
rants. puffins, a bald eagle. 
seals and whales. 

A former architect, Kremen 
has lived In Alaska for the past 
20 years. For the last 18 he's 
been painting. He decided he 
didn't want to be a "mi\:ht have 
been," gavu up his JOb and 
picked up a brush to capture 
the Alasklln landscape. 

When be began to hear from 
people "In the lower 48" who 
thought Alaska was still an oil 
slick with all the animals dead 
following the 1989 Exxon Val· 
deze diSaster. he decided be 
needed to correct misconcep­
tions. 

His painting lets people see 
the ammals are still there and 
that the clean-up Is completed. 
The area is rebounding. He's 
found many people who view 
his work are surprised by the 
scenes he captured. They seem 
just as surpnsed that Alaska is 
not all ice and snow. 

The massive canvas, which 
Kremcn had to order to his own 
SllCCifications, was the only 
way he could capture the maJ· 

Alaskan artist Gary Kremen poses in front of part of his 62· 
foot-long hand-painted panorama of the Prince William Sound 
in Alaska. Kremen is touring the country with the exhibit 

est}' of the region. He !!Xplaincd 
his wot·k as he stood just inside 
the display Monday morning. A 
selection from Rachmaninoff 
played on a speaker system 
-"Rhapsody on a Theme of Pa­
gnnini," the snme music h~ lis­
tl!lll!d to while wurkillll un thu 
painting. "I paint everything to 

music," he said. 
He worked on the project 

exclusively for nine months, 
putting in an estimated 3,800 
hours. While he worked. a film 
company stopped in periodical­
ly to shoot a documP.ntnry 
which will air nn PHS. 'l'he 
Jlainting is one or the largest 

~Huellner-PIIaiOEdllar 

showing the public that the _sound recuperated from the 
Valdez oil spill. The display can be seen at the Alexandria 
Mall until Wednesday. 

continuous-canvas works In 
America. 

Kremen wanted the work to 
be something peo{lle could 
walk Inside, he exPiamed. Orig· 
inally he considered a 90-foot 
canvas, but his studio could not 
accommodate something that 
large. 

To prepare for the effort. he 
traveled along the coastUne on 
his boat doing water color 
sketches to guide him when he 
began his oil work. Creating 
the work Involved him In some 
challenges to keep perspectives 

• Please see WORD, C-2 

W d 
wlli 6e ilikiiig over the care Of 0 r the earth, he said. 

Kremen came to Alexandria 
• Continued from C-1 because he had a six-day break 

_ in his schedule. and mall olfl-
of light and size consistent. be cials were able to help with ar­
noted. rangements. The tour is not a 

"It was amazing how much sponsored trip. "I'm not fllnded 
people liked it." Kremen said. by anybody. I'm just an artist. 
He's on an extended tour of I'm supporting myself." Kre­
America to let people see the men said. 
work. Stops have included state His effort bas received wid~ 
fairs, museums, aquariums and d 
other sites. Future tours will sprea acclaim. Alaska Gover-
lnclude Europe and the Orient. nor Ste~e Cowper Wf?la in a 
After that, he expects the piece letter: the piece typifies the 
will be displayed, perhaps in a Sound and with Its Wlique pre­
museum. sentation will allow people to 

Kremen wants the painting understand the m$!Sty of the 
to touch {li!OPle on two levels. COWitrY. •• 
He wants 11 to work artisticaJJy, For ,_ inlonnlllion. write IC,._n 01 

~--- but be also wants to encourage 3605 Arctic 8oulovafd No. 2777, 
environmental-a:Wlll'eness-and- -Anchorago;-Aiasko,-~99503.-0f-call-1-~ 
education, especially for young B00-22.5-8127. 
people. They're the ones who 
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Gallery accepting entries for Christmas art show 

E ntries fur the 1!192 Christmas 
Annual Exhibition at Baton 
Rouge Gnllery ltrP now being 

accepted, and entl)' deadline is Nov. 
28. All profesRionalvisual artists 
\l'Orking in any medium are eligible, 
and each artist. may submit up to 
three pieces with an entry fee of $5 
per piece. A screening committee 
will jury th!! exhibition b~· 3fimm· 
'lide only, and arliFts will he notified 
uf selection by Dec. 2. 

The show will be exhibited Dec.G· 
:11 at the gallery. For information 
and applications, contact the gallery 
in City Park beh\·een noon and 6 
p.m. Tuesday-Sunda~·. at 38:l-14i0. 

Alexandria folk art show 
E\·ergreen folk arti•t Thelma 

Lucas Moore i~ featured in the Eliza­
beth !\lcLundie B•>ltun Gallery of 
River Oaks Square in Alexandria 
through Nov, 25. A lifPI•>ng re•ident 
of the A\·o~·eii•F Pari•h rommunity, 
:\loore taught in the puhlir ~ehool 
._ystrm and pain(!\ !"cen(·~ fr••rn hc:>r 
rnemorii'S of childhn•>d. 

lth•er Oaks i~ an art~ and crafts 
l't!nter at 1330 Main St., •·nmbining 
lectures, elhihition~. resident artists 
and special C\'ents. Resident artists 
offer lessons and claFses, and two ex· 
hibits are usually on display, a small 
•how in the Yea~er C:nllery fPalllring 
.,.,.,,rJc u( .1 r~FMf·nf nrti•r unci A J:ar~~tr 

ART NOTES 

llllld this year's Mlinn:tl exhibit. cun· 
•ists of 100 work.~ chosen from thnu· 
..ands of entries. 

The exhibit will he nn ,-jpw at the 
lli'IU>eum through J)e<'. 2;, 

High school art 
Baton Rouge Gallery will bust its 

:bird annual Rea/World E.,perience 
;uried exhibitinn of art hy high 
•chool stUdents in Ea~t Ba11111 Hnnge 
Jan. 3l·Feb. 27. 

Posters and entry forms will be 
S\'ailable from high ••·hool art teach· 
~rs and Baton Rouge GaJIPr~· b~gin­
::aing Jan. 1. Se\'en professional artist 
:members of the gallery will jury the 
~xhibition. For information, ron tact 
·.:he ~rolleryfrnm nH•m tnt; ll.m. TueJO:· 
~ay-Sunday, ~S:l· J.l71l. 

Historical prints 
New Images Gall<•ry, :10~ Third 

3t., has joined with the Treasury 
Historical Association In J>r•sent a 
four-print collet'lors' series, 7'reas­
ury Collection: S,a·mlwl.• ''' rh,, Re· 
public. G. Har\'ey hns <renl•d prinls 
nf the White House, Linruln !\lemo· 
'ial, Washington 1\lonnmentand the 
C'oJ,itol, with a JR•tli•'n .,r Jlr•u!Pc•cl~ 

prints by Milt.on A\'ery i• on view at 
Marguerite Oestreicher Fine Arls, 
636 Baronne St.,.through Dec. 31. 
Oestreicher became nrquainled with 
Sally Avery two :;ear~ ago, and after 
several meetings the artist's widow 
agreed to mount. a large show at tlhe 
gallery in New Orleans. The two 
agreed that the first ~hnw should 'be 
prints and drawings becnuse th•PY 
uffer 11 ~limp .. inh> thl! arti•t's pri· 
\'ate life and nn nntlerstanding of 
how his paintingswere construt·tcd. 

This will be 1 he first show of 
A,·ery's work in Lnuisiona,ood mo.;t 
of the work on \'iew bas been shown 
at the Brooklyn Museum. Subjects 
include landscapes, seascapes, 
friends and family and fi~ure stud· 
ies. 

A\'ery is now rerngnized nsa majinr 
figure in the develnpmentnf 20th 
century Ameriran art, ul'fering pr.·aof 
I bat abotraction and reaJi•m are fJUt 
enemies but partners in the creation 
of artistic images. He e~pnnsed o.h· 
strart art in I he 1030s, p<>irHiug the 
\\'a~· for ~·ounger artists, and h~ 
worked throughout his life withl!ut 
regard for shifting fnshinn• and fads 
in art. 

The exhibition include~ some 3tJ 
t>ieces, from •mall wuodhloch h> 
large lithographs and drawings. 

BR artist In pastelahow 

PRiNCE WILUAM SOUND- Pictured Is a detaU from a 62-lool-long 
painting of Prince William Sound, created by Alaskan arllsl Gary 
Kremen In the wake of the Exxon Valdez on spill as a tribute to the 
lasting beauty of the area. Kremen's painting Is on display at Cortana 
Mall through Tuesday, wrapped around the exhibit waR so that the 
viewer walks into and is surrounded by the scene. The artist will be 
present during the exhibit, which he says was designed as "a 
message or hope" to show lhatthe area Is recovering from the oil spill. 
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ive reasons to be thankful: See ~"'ft"· 

62-foot painting to highlight Tarpon show 
BY CHARLES McKINNEY 
STAFF WRITER 

TARPON SPRINGS..,-The 2nd Annual 
Downtown Tarpon Springs Festival of the Arts 
is expected to attract thousands of visitors 
during its two-day run~ 

"We had to expand the area where artists 
set up because there were so many this year," 
said Jack Roseman, president of the Main Street 
Association, which is sponsoring the show. 

It will be held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. both 
Nov. 28 and 29. · 

RQseman said 200 artists and crafts people 
will occupy booths at the city parking lot, 
~mer of Tarpon and Pinellas Avenues, and 

along Court Street and Safford Avenue. 
"Last year, we had 150 entrants .. Because 

more wanted to be in the show, we added 
booths along Safford Avenue this year," Rose­
man said. It is a juried show, which means 
that applicants were selected by an art jury. 
"We really have. quality entries," he said. 

Among unusual entries is that of artist Gary 
Kremen who will display his 62-foot-long canvas 
called, "Tribute to Prince William Sound." The 
work emphasizes the wildlife, trees, glaciers 
and other natural features that still . are in 
abundance at the sound, which was the site 
of the Exxon Valdez oil spill a few years ago. 
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SevilleSquarewillbecomeagarden the humpback whale. As the viewer 
of visual delights Nov. 6-8 during the moves through the exhibit, a timed 
20th annual Great Gulfcoast Arts lighting system willsimulatesunriseto 
Festival. The juried art show sponsored sunset. Kremen will be on hand to greet 
by AmSouth Bank will feature more · thepublicashepaintsnewworksduring 
than 200artists from across the country. the three-day festival. 
On exhibit are oil, acrylic and watercolor Continual· dance perfonnances will 
paintings, drawings, photography, take place on ti'le Dance Stage on the 
sculpture, fiber, crafts, pottery and north side of Old Christ Church at the 
jewelry. The work will be on display comerofZaragozaandAdamsStreets. 
from 9 a.m. to dusk each day. Programming runs from 10 a.m. to 4 

Centerpiece ofthe art show is the 62- p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 
foot-long "l'ribute to Prince Edward Music on Main Stage, at Fountain 
Sound,"createdbyartistGaryKremen Square, south of Seville Park, will run. 
andondisplayattheChildren'sFestival .11 a.m. to dusk Saturday and noon to 
in Bartram Park. The painting is regarded dusk Sunday. Styles include mountain 
as one of the longest continuous canvas music, bluegrass, Cajun and country. 
paintings ever created. The unusual Craftspersonsdedicated to creating 
exhibit allows viewers to be surrounded heritage pieces will demonstrate and 
by the emotionally evocative painting display their work at the Heritage Arts 
depicting one of the continent's last areaonthegroundsadjacenttotheJulee 
frontiers. The experience will be Cottage, Lavalle House, Weaver's 
enhanced by the music Kremenusedas Cottage and the Museum oflndustry on 
he created the work as well as with ZaragozaStreet, westofSevilleSquare. 
sounds of calling loons and the song of Hours are 9 a.m. to dusk each day. 

~~ 
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An unusual exhibit this year 
will be a "Tribute to Prince Wil­
liam Sound," a 62-foot long 
painting created by artist Gary 
Kremen. 

The painting is regarded as 
one of the longest continuous 
paintings ever done and creates 
the feeling of being surrounded 
by nature. 

Call 432-9906. 
• The Craft Bugs will return to 
the Fort Walton Beach Fair­
grounds on Nov. 14 and 15 with 
a Holiday Preview show. 

Fifty crafters will display ev­
erything from bonsai trees to 
rubber stamps. 

T-shirts and sweatshirts 
painted, sparkled, appliqued and 
beaded - will be available in 
many colors, sizes and styles. 

Ceramics and country wood 
are . popular items, as are jew­
elry, toys, decorations and nee­
dlework pieces. 

Hours are 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Sat­
urday; noon-5 p.m. Sunday. Cost 
is $2 for adults; children age 14 
and under are admitted free 
when accompanied by an adult. 

Bring this article and two peo­
ple will be admitted for the 
price of one. 

Parking is .free. The fair­
grounds are on Lewis Turner 

. Boulevard. • . • . - . 
Call (205) 344-0205. 

(' 
'- _ _.. 

Monday,November9,1992 
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·Aias:ka Enjoys Visual Exposure on Long C·anvas at State Fair 
By Lisa Becklofl' 

Stall' Writer 
Energy sources in "The 

Land of Energy" occa· 
sionally create more 
work, instead of easing 
the work load as Intend· 
ed. 

One example was the oU 
spill by the Exxon Valdez 
on Match 24, 1988. The oU 
roverell parts of Prince 
William Sound in Alaska, 
coating thousands of fish 
and birds with the thick 
black liquid and necessi· 
tating a grand-scale clean· 
up operation. 
·More than four years af· 
ter the disaster, the mere 

mention of Exxon Invokes 
images of oil-covered ani· 
mals dying on the banks 
of Prince William Sound. 
However, an Alaskan art· 
1st wants non-natives to 
know the area was not de­
stroyed, and that much of 
the area's beauty has 
been restored. 

"A Tribute to Prince 
William Sound," a giant 
painting of the area, Is on 
display at the State Fair 
of Oklahoma In the Inter· 
national Trade Center 
throughout the fair. 

Artist Gary Kremen or· 
dered a 62-foot by 54-inch 
canvas to paint images of 

Gary Kremen 
thesoWld. 

"Peaple In the Lower 48 

think all the beaches are 
still covered with oU and 
all the animals are dead. 
That's not true," Kremen 
said. 

The soft shades of blues 
and purples invite view· 
ers to take a closer look 
at the essence of Prince 
William Sound. Included 
In the massive painting 
are trees, mountains, 
beaches, animals and gla· 
clers - all integral ele­
ments of the famous Alas· 
kan site. 

In addition to the visual 
aspect of the area, Kre­
men adds piped-In music 
which incorporates 

sounds of nature, lnclud· 
• ing singb)g whales and 
crying sea' gulls. 

"Many oilier artists like 
silence. I W811lt music be­
cause It flows Into my 
paintings, a,nd blesses 
each canvas with a bar· 
mony of sound. When I'm 
finished, I've created a 
'symphony ~~n canvas,'" 
Kremen slid. 

Kremen ,said he believes 
the piece can educate peo­
ple not only about art, but 
about nature as well. 

Dana BOone of Norman 
agreed that Kremen's 
work can help children 
Jearn in a nontraditional 

way. Boone will complete said. . 
her student teaching and Schmitz said the exhibit 
course work in April at will tour the United 
the University of Oklaho- States for about three 
ma. . years. After that it's off to 

"Its exciting to educate Europe and Japan, where 
the public without words. they already have been 
Kids need a way to learn Invited to exhibit the 
without reading and talk painting. 
about Its effect and their When you enter the ex· 
feelings," Boone said. hibit, "you feel Uke you're 

Kremen worked on de· surrounded, like you're 
signing and painting the there," Schmitz said. 
canvas for nine months, Alvin and Lois Adams 
between September 1989 of Weatherford said they 
and June 1990. had never seen anything 

The exhibit Is booked at like it before. And with 
fairs and festivals good reason: this is one of 
throughout the year, his the longest continuous 
manager, Danny Schmitz, paintings ever done. 

Laura Brown of Nor· 
man said the painting is 
gorgeous and wonderful. 

''This gives an idea of 
what the sound was like 
before the oil spill," 
Brown said. 

Kremen said his tour is 
entirely supported by his 
sales of limited-editio~,.-..., 
prints he seUs at the loca ) 
lions. '. ; 

He has six different . 
prints made from sections 
of the painting. They sell . 
for $60. 

Tuesday's fair atten· 
dance: 39,267. Atten· 
dance since Friday's . 
opening: 506,679. 
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Tribute 
to Prince 
William Sound 
Ronda Snider (left in photo 
above) and Marian White, 
both of North Little Rock, 
Friday step into a 62-foot­
long oil on canvas painting 
depicting the wildlife, glac­
iers and tree-covered is­
lands of Prince William 
Scmnd, ·Alaska, on display 
this weekend at McCain 
Mall in North Little Rock. 
Artist· Gary Kremen is on 
hand to answer questions 
and talk about Alaska. 1'he 
painting, titled "A Tribute 
to Prince William Sound,,. 
is the culmination of nine 
months spent in the studio 
to create the work, which 
Kremen hopes will dispel 
the misconception that the 
sound is forever ruined by 
an Exxon oil spill. Kremen, 
a native of Anchorage, 
Alaska, works on a still life 
painting (foreground in 
photo at left) as passers-by 
stop to view "A T·ribute to 
Prince William Sou.nd." 
The larger painting can be 
rolled up for traveling pur-

- _poses, and is on a tour of 
the lower 48 contiguous 
states to show what Kre­
men calls ~'nature at its 
best." 

35C 
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Betty Opland (right) of Satsop, ~d show assistant Judie Aing take in artist Gary Kremen's 62-foot mural of Prince 
William Sound, on display through Sunday at Capital Mall. 

Artist brings Alaska to Capital Mall 
• The lush beauty of Prince 
William Sound is the subject of 
a mammoth canvas mural, 
which the artist is taking on a 
tour of the Lower 48. 

sound is rebounding in the past two of it - I've never seen anything like it," 
years." said Chris Hamm. "Standing here is al-

To view the oil painting is to be en- most like being in the water.'' 
veloped in a wilderness where the rug- "It makes ;rou forget about the oil 
ged mountains, old-growth forests and spill," added J1m Peck. 
glaciers meet a watery marine carpet at It had the same effect on people in 
dusk. Valdez, Alaska, where Kremen displayed 

Wlldlife abounds throughout the work, the work for a month as soon as he 
By John Dodge including a pod of Orca whales, a grizzly finished it 
The Olympian bear and her two cubs, a bald eagle "Some.p~ople would just sit ~d s!are 

A 62-foot-long canvas painting that perched on a snag and cormorants, mu- at the pamtmg for an hour at a time, he 
pays tribute to the beauty of Alaska's ~es and puffins both stationary and in said. "It ha';f a re~l soothing effect." 
Prince William Sound is on display .. flight. Kremen lS taking the mUral on a two-
through Sunday at the Capital Mall in Kremen wraps his "Tribute to Prince year national tour to art museums, art 
Olympia. William Sound" in a symphony of sound, shows and malls. "It's meant to be highly 

The bug d rtakin · th work of including ''Rhapsody on a Theme of Pa- educational for people in the Lower 48 -
_ e un e g IS e . ganini." especially those who think that Alaska is 

f -\laskan Gary ~men.. He was moti- "I've been painting to music for 12 all ice and snow," he said. 
\_ _ ated bY: a bur:u.ng deslre to let pe!>ple years now," he said. To create the tnb- A native of Wyoming and schooled in 

· Jmow Prince Willi~ So.und has survtved ute, he worked nine straight months, of- architecture. Kremen moved to Alaska 
the E~on Valdez Oil spill of !989. ten awakening at 5 a.m. and working following a visit in 1977. He worked one 
·--.. The-pa~tin~-is-a-me~sage-of-hopel'--untU-1-a~m;-orlater;-------·---- -summer-on-a-fishing_boauo_support_a __ ... 
!fr~men satd m Olym_p~ Wednesday. . .. _M~ \Ti_sitors wh? t~ok thl:" ti~e this winter. of paintin.g .. ~e h~ been painting 
~t s ':lot to lessen the catastrophe of the week to vtew the pamting pra1sed 1t ever smce, .specializmg m what he calls 

oil sp1ll. but rather "to let people know the "My first impression was the vastness "environmental expressionism." 
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Traveling mural depicfh 
beauty of Alaska's wild\ · 

TIGARD - It took artist Gary 
Kremen of Anchorage, Alaska, nine 
months of 15-hour days to complete 
the 62-foot-long mural depicting a 
wilderness scene of Prince William 
Sound. 

Visitors who saw the painting 
displayed at Washington Square last 
week heard "Rhapsody on a Theme 
of Paganini" as they walked around 
the figure-S-shaped mural. With so 
much negativity in the world, 
Kremen explained, he believed it 
was important to show others that 
the sound had not been completely 
destroyed by the Exxon oil spill. 

"It's a painting from the heart 
and soul," Kremen added, "a mes­
sage of hope to the world." 

Those who missed the mural -
titled "A Tribute to Prince William 
Sound" - during the local exhibit 
can catch it in Salem, where it is on 

view through Sunday at the Salem 
Centre. 

Also, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Forest Service and the 
"Adopt-A-Tree" program, Kremen 
has arranged that for every print that 
is sold, 25 seedlings will be planted 
in Oregon. A certificate in honor of 
the buyer or someone of the buyer's 
choosing also will be sent a couple 
of weeks later. In the words of the 
artist, he'd like to "leave a forest be­
hind" in every state he visits. 

Kremen has plans to visit oth 
locations in Oregon ( 
Washington. For more infonnation, 
write Montage Gallery, 1038 W. 4th 
Ave., Anchorage, Alaska, 99501, or 
call the gallery at (907) 272-2141. 

Kremen encourages those inter­
"ested in learning more about the 
painting, Prince William Sound and 
its animals to contact the gallery · 
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The bustle of the downtown Salem 
Centre shopping mall faded for some 
shoppers Tuesday as they browsed 
through a world of cormorants, orcas, gla­
ciers. mountains and verdant Alaskan 
forests. 

Anchorage artist Gary Kremen is wel­
coming shoppers to Tribute to Prince 
William Sound, which he said was the 
world's longest continuous canvas paint· 
ing at 62 feet long. 

The painting is an environment, a 
curving, enclosed display set to the music 
of animal calls and Rhapsody on a Theme 
o; Paganini- the same music which the 
artist listened to as he painted. 

Johanna Teal of Salem was among the 
browsers Tuesday and was captivated 
enough that she lingered until she was 
late for work. 

"This man has caught it. I lived in 
Alaska for 20 years," she said enthusiasti­
callv. r--.· 

l-7 

Kremen, who will be at Salem Centre 
with the oil painting through Sunday, 
said A Tribute to Prince WiUiam Sound 
is both an educational look at a special 
place and a bearer of the message that the 
sound is rebounding from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill of three years ago. 

The painting took nine months to cre­
ate and was completed in June of 1990. 
When it met with a positive response at 
the Valdez Museum. Kremen decided to 
take the painting and its message on the 
road. 

"It did the people a lot of good. It of­
fered them a lot of solace." 

Kremen said his painting states that 
the oil spill, disaster that it was, affected 
a small part of the sound and that area 
was rebounding. 

Kremen, a onetime architect and land 
planner from Colorado, even helped fight 
the spill by designing and patenting an oil 
containment boom. 

His painting, which curves and loops 
around at each end, is hung on masonite, 

placing the viewer in what Kremen calls 
an environment of peace. 

The canvas takes the viewer through a 
kittiwake rookery, past a grizzly bear and 
her cubs on a shoreline, a frolicking pod 
of orcas, a cluster of cormorants, puffins 
and a bald eagle alighting on a treetop. 
The background is mountains, water, gla­
ciers, waterfalls and thick forests. 

The imaginative work was a first for 
the artist, a 12-year Alaska resident who 
does many styles of paintings. 

"The only way to capture Prince Wll­
liam Sound is on a grand scale," he said. 

The canvas, which travels in a large 
roll, is on a national tour that will include 
museums, aquariums, large stores and 
malls. Some of the expenses are covered 
by the sale of a series of six limited edi­
tion prints. 

For every print sold in Oreg«?n. Kremen 
will donate 25 tree seedlings to be planted 
in Mount Hood National Forest. 
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Artist Gaay Kremen of Ancllorage,- Alulul, 11-lllklng hll mural of 
Prince Wllbm Sound on ta,.r IMcauM 1M blllavellllllmporllnl for 

n. CINganiiiiii1M JEWET1' 
people to know lhalllle saunclll not rulnecL 11le mural II on dllplay 
at Jllltzen Beacla Center lhraugh IIIIa week. 

Mural depicts sur-vival of Prioce William Soun~ 
II SUZANNE RICHARDS He clld work one summer on an 
Dl T1le Oregonian.,.. 111 want to COI'I'eCf the mist:ont:eplion that :!~~ =:~=:=.~= 

Visitors to the 62·foot·long fbe SOUnd is dead. II then he has sold his work tbroush-
mural "Tribute to PrJnce. Wll1lam · out the United States and Europe. 
Sound," on display at Jantzen -GaryKremen Kremen. who expresses himself 
Beach Center through this week. u well with words as with his 
.llnd themselves stepping into the brushes, describes his work tor 
painting in order to experience it. "People need to know, whether frg~ S a.m. to 1 or 2 a.m. every day others as "a splash or my soul on 

Tbt>rt! they an surrounded by they ever visit the sound or not, In I11J studio. canvas. It's an incllvidualiDterpre-
lmages or glaclen and forest, graz. that it is still here_. It's here to '1wsnted to do a grand paintlnll · taUun oflbe maieet)' I see and the 
lng and swlmmblg aDima1s ID the enjoy now, and It will be here for and put these species in their feeliD&s tbat well up In me.,. 
wilderness. OVerhead a symphony your grandcblldren to eojoy." natural habitat," Kremen said. It is not surprlslq that Kremen 
of sound, "Rhapsody on a Theme of Xremen bas had a studlo near The)' are an there, just as he sees presents the mural to the accompa. 
Paganini," drifts through the air. the sound for more than lOyears. them. Wander through the mural lliment of appropriate background 

The depletion of tha sound flows Krem.en was as toucbed by the and discover a kittiwake rookery, music. 'rhat Ia the way he Ukes to 
In a contlnuoils ribbon of canvas oU spm as any of bls .Alaska neigh- spot a 8riZZlJ bear and her cubs on paint. At work, he said, "Many 
and offers a quiet respite from bora. "This is my backyard," he the shoreline, catch a bald eagle other artists Uke sUence: I want 
shopping Cor 'Visitors to the center, points out. "I didn't want lt Iandini on a snag, a pod of orcas music because lt Rows Into mv 
where the cllsplay is open during ruined." plaJIDgln the sound. Cormorants. paintlnp and blesses each canvaS 
man houn. This close-up look at Within three days ofthesplll. he murres and pumna are every· with a harmony or sound." 
Alaska CUlfl1ls two equally impor· put bls paint brushes down and where. His tribute to the sound has 
tant missions for Anchorage artist went to work designing and build· Kremen says wbat he tried to do been cllsplayed In Anchorap and 
Gary Kremen. who accompanied IDS an oil containment boom to witbbispaintlngwasto"createan Valdez. It goes to Las Vegas, Nev .• 
the artwork to Portland. help in the cleanup efforts. It Is illusion or Prince WUBam Sound in In January and then to the East 

"I want to correct the miscon· used on a seine fishing boat to general" Coast. where it will visit museums 
caption that the sound Is dead and gather oil, in much the same way a . and tour ~or cities in the United 
so are all of the 811imals,'' sald Kre- seille net is used to conal fish. The artist grew up In Wyo~ States for the next three yean. 
men. "1 don't think it is necessar)' In three weeks he had flnished :~::::1~o:!d':;~~.: BefC)l1! he coUld begin painting 
to have this Idea that there is com· the device and sold it to a Valdez dld.D't find a home until he went to the mlihl, the irtiat also had to 
plete destruction," he ad~ refer· company, which used It on the Alaska in 19'17 on a national art locate a length of continuous can-

. . _ ~~~~~o the Exxon Val~z_ oil s11ill. !_cleanup.______ tour with 70 other artists. "I knew vas, desip and construct the free. 
don t want some Uttle lady in New Kremen admits hewasjust-as · notJiliig atiOufit until we goftliere.- _form_frame_anLdevlse.a-huge 
England to have it on her mind drive 1 d v 1 P th .,.;nting once I thought it was all lee and snow .. wooden pin that enables the paint· 
that this is gone. People In the h vis~~ . 8 L. he said. ' lng to be rolled up for eaw. ~ 
Lower 48 think an the beaches an 8 concep portstion. There was also lllhtin& 
still completely covered with oil He spent nine months on the AI Cor switching careen, Kre- a display and designlq an enor-
and all the animals are dead. single work. "It was 30 degrees men said, "One day I was an archl· mous trunk for sbipplnc the pa!Dt-
___ .,_ --~ --·- ..... eoiA 1.61 ............. nntolrlA And I worked teet and the next I was an artist." Ins. 
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APPENING 

t's Sitka Summer 
tusic fest time 
re Sitka Summer Music Festi­
tl begins its 19th season Friday 
ith an opening concert in the 
ry•s Centennial Building. 
A work of Beethoven wiU be 

rlormed in each concert pro­
am this year, a result of the 
stival's new efforts to tie each 
1ncert with a theme. 
Twenry distinguished musi­

ans from around the world wUI 
!rlorm, including pianists Je­
me Lowenthal, Doris Ste­
!115011, and Kyoko Hashimote; 
olinists lk-Hwan Bae, Arturo 
elmoni, and William Preucil; 
ollsts Marcus Thompson and 
aller Trampler; and cellists 
~fery Solow, De!'Js Brot!, and 
~terJ'-ei!o.· . . .. . . 
Some of the musical hlghiiB!its 

IU be Schubert's Cello Quintet 
C Major, performed June 1; 
~!.''s Marchenbllder 
'1-k~-'!lle Pictures") and Ta­
!Yt-~~lano QWUtet In E 
ajor on June 8; Mendelssohn's 
iano Trio In D Minor on June 
~; Bach•s ucha.conne.. from 
artlta No. 21n D Minor on June 
i; and Smetana's Piano Trio in 
Minor on June 19. 
Purchase of tickets In ad­

mce is advised; say the festl­
•l's coordinators. By mail: 
.tka Summer Music Fesilval, 
ox 3333, Sitka 99835. A free bro­
wre with a complete schedule 
1d ticket order form is also 
milable by calling 688-ll!89 or 
17-6174 from May 14 to June 26. 

Kremen adds color to his mural, above. Below, the moveable feast of caDVIIS on ils frame. 
Ll1s center cltanges 
ours for summer 
fie Alaska Center for the Per· 
1rmlng Arts announces a 
11111110 in tho 1111mmu working 
lUIS for the administrative of­
cestaff. 

Gary Kremen painiJ an oddly pristine-and 
nearly iifesize-portrait of Alaska's most 

Beginning May 29, the admin­
tratlon oHices will open at 8 
.m. and close at 5 p.m. These 
lUIS will remain the same untU 
ugust31. 

This new schedule does not af­
!Ct the ticket sales office which 
:open from 11:30a.m.to6 p.m. 

For further information con­
IC! Nancy Harbour at 263-2914. 

troubled body of wt~ttr 

G
~men 
was 
working on 
lhedeslgn 
olano~ 
containing 
boom to 

help in the Exxon Valdez oil 
spill when the idea came to 
him. The Idea grew until he 
could see its full, ambitious 

..tiCal photographer promise In his mind. And. 
bows Alaska works since SepteP?~H:r, it has 

taken over hiS bfe. 
ocal photographer Nancy Sim· Kremen has spent all his 
~erman will display her phot~ days-andmucholhis 
raphs of Alaska's photogeruc nights-inthepastnine 
llldscape at Cyrano's Cafe and months creating a mural, 
~ .,'l D Street, today from 3 00 feet long, that pays 
"-lc " loving testimony to the ,.:=erman is the author of durabiUty and continuing 
,Iaska Volume ll." "Alaska magnificence of Prince 

'arkiand, The Complete Guide," William Sound. 
nd-"55-Ways-to-lhe-Wlldemess,_!!_-- --Jt'cn:nttat~m~nt-th.----

"'You let photography now 
nn oil your _wa,kifiiJ llours:: Sim· 
~ennan has said. "As long as it's 
:ght, you're conscious of what 

See Events, page 1·3 

artist feels must be made. 
No ordinary muralthi,, 

the ribbon of canvas winds 
and bends to form a walk·in 
landscape embodying the 

elements of the sound that 
fill Kremen with awe. 
They're all there­
glaciers, mountains, 
eagles, orcas, the sea, 
icebergs, a bear with cubs, 
birds, otters, a waterfall. 
Everything but man. 

But there Is no political 
message In the work, 
Kremen says. 

"I'm just trying to 
conect the misconception 
that the sound is dead. The 
truth of the matter is that 
the sound is still its 
beautiful self, and Alaskans 
and especially people 
Outside ought to know 
that," the artist says. 

And the m11111lis how 
Kremen hopes to tell them 
that. As a start, the 

will be 

Convention 
Thun;riny. TIJ!!re the public 
can browse through It until 
Tuesday free of charge, 

See Kremen, page l.C 

'I'm just trying to correct the 
misconception that (Prince William 
Sound) is dead. The truth of the 
matter is that the sound is still its 
beautiful self, and Alaskans and 
especially people Outside ought 
to know that.' 

-Gary Kremen 

SOUND 

ROUND 
story by NANCY JORDAN 
photos by MICHELE DU V AIR 
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artist Gary 
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=-lute to 

Prii'lcEfWilliam 
Sound." 
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Giant oil painting 
a reminder that the Sound 

remains a paradise 
By NANCY SKINNER 
Daily News corresp0110en1 

._he first problem was finding a canvas btg enough to 
! contain Prince William Sound, including a glacier, 
J two waterfalls and a host of orca whales, otters. 

eagles, murres and bears. 
After several false starts. Anchorage artist Gary 

Kremen finally found a Georgia manufacturer that could 
provide 62 seamless teet of 4-foot·hlgh canvas of the right 
thickness and texture for blm to paint his "Tribute to 
Prince William Sound"- his response to last year's 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

The giant oil painting taking shape in Kremen's studio 
will show an icy 
blue Sound 
surrounded by 
moun1aln peaks and 
an assortment of 
11:ild1Ue and trees. 
without any boats 
or other evidence of 
humans. 

"l want this 

'I want this project to 
be really positive. This 
is my back yard. ' 

-Gary Kremen 
~ 

projeet to be reaiiy positive •. , Krem.en said. -:his is my 
· back yard. One of the reasons I started this whole pl'l)j~ 

Is that, reading the (oll spill) fatality sheets, people tblnlc 
ail the animals and birds are dead. ••• A lot of people out 
there are so upset that this pristine paradise is lost. I 
want to dispel this." 

Kremen's painting wlllbe displayed In the lobby of' 
Egan Convention Center from Thursday to June 4. Thea 
the painting wlll go on display In Valdez fOI a month. 

Kremm said he originally envisioned the:Painting 
stretching 90 feet - enough canvas to corral·an 
average-sized orca. Eventually he scaled it back to 60 
feet. and once the ·canvas was stretched and prepared, it 
came out 62 feet. 

The painting Is arranged In a kidney shape that the 
viewer walks-into. Supported on a detachable wooden 
frame designed by Kremea, the canvas rolla up on a spool 
to be transported •. 

Around the outside of the frame. Kremm Is planning 
to display photographs supplied by libraries and 
museums around the state, as well his own wildlife 
sketches. He also plans to display lnfonnation about the 
history and culture of the Sound. Local writer Steven 
Levi is helping with the research, Kremen said. 

The painting will be bathed in halogen light, as well as 
New Age and classical music and the sounds of surf. 
whales, loons and eagles. 

Kremen. a former architect who also worked as a 
commercial fisherman around Chignik Lagoon, began 
designing tbe painting last September after he realized 
that many people bad no idea of what the Sound looked 
like, except fot the oily photos they had seen in the newa 
media. 

"People read that all these murres and kittiwakes and 
COJT?,Orants are ~ead. but they don't know what they 
are, Kremen sa1d. . 

Kremen, who also paints Alaska marine life. aircraft 
and mountains, is planning another large painting, this 
time a mural on the side of an L Street building. There he 
wants to paint the three famous gray whales trapped 
under the ice near Barrow. 

"I'm not a staunch environmentalist." he said. "I'm for 
really being careful with the environment. That's the 
only way either side (environmentalists and clevelope!V 
is going to listen." 
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A Tribute to 
Prince William Sound 

GaryKremen 
Artist 



"A Tribute to Prince William Sound" 
One of the longest continuous paintings ever created, and it 

marks a time in American history of its largest oil spill. It was 
the culmination of nine months work designed to promote a 
greater awareness of nature's delicate balance. From various 
parts ofthe painting 61imited edition prints have been produced 
and are now available for purchase. The 6 prints are pictured in 
this brochure. 

Prints Marking History 
Edition size Price Image size 

950 limited edition suites 
of 6 signed & numbered prints $395 14" x 19" ea. 

per suite 

50 artist proof remarqued suites 
of 6 signed & numbered prints $1200 14" x 19" ea. 

per suite 

Individual prints may also be purchased for $75 ea. 

Use VISA, Mastercard, AMEX, or check payable to Montage Gallery. 
To order call (907) 272-2141 or send order form to: 
Montage Gallery, 1038 W. 4th Avenue, Anchorage, AK. 99501 

r-----~---~----------~, 

ORDER FORM 
D Complete suite of 6 prints with matched numbers for 

reduced price of $395 
D Complete suite of 6 artist proofremarqued prints for $1200 

0To order individual prints at $75 ea. check appropriate box(es) 

0 Sitka Blacktail 
0 Canadian Geese 
0 BaldEagle 

0 Cormorants, Murres , Puffins 
0 Orcas 
0 Brown Bears 

add $10 for postage: prints mailed flat and insured. 
Expect delivery within 2 weeks of receiving your order. 

CreditCardNo. DODD DODD DODD 
Exp. Date ------------------­
Signature 

Name 
Address 

State Zip -------------

L---------------------~ 



, 

Bald Eagle (Image size 14" x 19") 

Cormorants, Murres and Puffins (Image size 14" x 19") 



MONTAGE GALLERY 
1038 W. 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

PLACE 

STAMP 
HERE 



lrownBears 

To experience Gary Kremen 's "Tribute 
to Prince William Sound," you literally 
step into the painting and are transported 
to a land of abundant wildlife, glaciers, 
and tree-covered islands. 

The 62-foot-long canvas envelopes you, 
capturing the beauty of the Sound, along 
with the love that Kremen obviously has 
for the environment. 

"I fell in love with the Sound when I firs t 
saw it in 1978. The place is so majestic, so 
pristine. It's nature at its best. I've been 
around the world, and I've never seen any 
place like Prince William Sound." 

The tribute is part of Kremen 's effort to 
correct the misconception that the Sound 
is dead. "People in the Lower 48 think all 

(Image size 14" x 19") 



the beaches are still completely covered 
with oil and all the animals are dead. That's 
not true." 

A frequent visitor to the Sound, hi s pas­
sion for the area shows as he talks, "People 
need to know, whether they ever visit the 
Sound or not, that it is still here. That they 
can see all the birds and animals. It 's here 
to enjoy now, and it will be here for your 
grandchildren to enjoy." 

Wander through the mural and gaze upon 
a kittiwake rookery, observe a grizzly bear 
and her cubs on the shoreline, and watch a 
pod of orcas cruise past. A bald eagle lights 
on a nearby treetop, while cormorants, 
murres, and puffins flock. Waterfalls and 
calving glaciers complete the scene. Mu­
sic surrounds you, adding to the majesty 

Sitka B lacktail 

of the experience. 
If you've been to the Sound, you may 

feel as if you recognize the place, but it 
does not represent any particular site. 

(Image size 14 " x 19") 



"I took images from my mind," Kremen 
says. "To be a real piece of art, it has to 
come from your imagination ... from the 
heart." 

In fact, it is this spirit that makes the tribute 
more meaningful than a photograph. 
Paintings convey a lot more than photos. 

Canadian Geese (Image size 14" x 19") 

There is more to a painting - feeling, im­
pressions," Kremen says. 

The unique painting is a compilation of 
Kremen 's wide range of life experiences­
his degrees in natural resources and archi­
tecture, his participation in a national art 
tour, his work as a commercial salmon 
fisherman in Alaska. He came to Alaska 
in 1977 on the art tour and stayed. First, 
working as an architect, then turning to 
commercial fishing. Catching salmon 
during the summer supported his painting 
through the winter. He eventually opened 
a studio in Anchorage. 

When the spill happened, Kremen was 
angry. "This happened in my backyard, 



Orcas (Image size 14" x 19") 

and I care about the environment." He put 
down his brushes, and began designing and 
building oil containment booms to help with 
the spill. 

September of '89, the concept for the 
painting cameto Kremen. "I envisioned the 
entire painting. It's the greatest work that I 
have ever done, but I could never have done 
it until this moment in my life." 

It took Kremen until March of '90 to work 
out the engineering details - to locate the 
length of continuous canvas, to design and 
construct the free-form frame, and to de­
vise a huge wooden pin that enables the 
painting to be rolled up for easy transporta­
tion. 

A prime objective of the mural is to edu­
cate people about species that live in the 
Sound, and to see them in their natural envi­
ronment. 

The painting is the subject of a documen­
tary being made for the Public Broadcasting 
System. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

IDENTIFY IN PAINTING 

Red Squirrel 11. Bald Eagle 

Mama Brown Bear and 2 cubs 12. Canadian Geese 

Kittywakes and their rockery 13. Bald Eagle and nest 

Pod of Orcas 14. Sitka Blacktail Deer 

Calving Glacier 15. Various Seabirds in flight 

Icebergs 16. Glaciers 

Sea Otters 17. Seals 

Red Faced Cormorants in flight 18. Waterfalls 

Common Murres 19. Agotalgoko Salmon 

Puffins 
To order more fold-out cards, write to: 

KREMEN STUDIO • 3605 Arctic Boulevard • #2777 • Anchorage, Alaska 99503 
or call toll free 1-800-225-8127 



This is a reproduction of the painting scaled from its original 62 feet x 54 inches to 63 inches x 4 5/8 inches 

ALASKA- AMERICA'S LAST FRONTIER 

The site of America's largest oil spill. Now this area tours the world in the form of an exhibit titled, "A Tribute to 

Prince William Sound." It consists of a 62 foot long painting created by artist Gary Kremen in the wake of the Exxon 

Valdez oil spill. It is an unusual exhibit in that the viewer walks into and is surrounded by the painting itself. Inside 

one can view calving glaciers, eagles, whales, rugged mountain terrain, etc. In essence, it's like stepping into a 

lagoon within Prince William Sound itself. Kremen paints to music so the experience is superbly enhanced by the 

accompaniment of the music he used to create the piece. Also intriguing are the sounds of nature dispersed 

throughout such as calling loons, singing humpback whales, etc. As one moves through the exhibit the timed rheostat 

controlled lighting system portrays sunrise to sunset. 

A stroll through the exhibit "A Tribute to Prince William Sound" will most definitely leave a viewer with a feeling 

of having experienced the "Last Frontier." As Kremen explains, "a painting can evoke one's emotions such as a film 

or photograph could never do." 

As this exhibit tours North America it has evoked deep rooted emotions of people, bringing many to tears. As 

Kremen states, "this painting is to be a message of hope ... an educational awareness ofthis area conveying a message 

that all is not dead .. .that it is recovering ... and remains one of the most beautiful places on earth. Nevertheless, the 

Exxon Valdez oil spill must be a lesson to us all, that for the benefit of our future generations we must become more 

conscientious of how we treat the environment." 

The painting is regarded to be one of the longest continuous canvas paintings ever created. The project commenced 

in September of 1989 and was completed in June of 1990. The painting will tour the U.S. for 3 years before going 

to other places throughout the world. 
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