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July 21,1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Council Members:

I am writing to request your support in the proposed Valdez
Visitors and Cultural Center to be located in Valdez. The Center
would be to house Alaska Native artifacts and displays of the
severe effects of the oil spill.

Thousands of visitors come to Valdez each year, all with questions
about the spill, and will for many years to come. It is important
that accurate information be provided'for their use and study.

Sincerely:
YA 1175 >

Thomas W. McAlister
Box 814
Valdez, Alaska 99686
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2725 - 8 Ave. No. #5
Great Falls, MT 59401
August 3, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 "Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Gentlemen:

Concerning the remaining $600,000,000 in Exxon fines for
the Prince William Sound catastrophe, I believe investing in
wildlife habitat is the best way to settle.

There are many areas needing protection from clear cutting, etc,
but these are some of the most critical:Port Gravina/Orca Bay,
Port Fidalgo, Knight Island Passage, Kenai Fjords Nat'l Park,

Port Chatham, Shuyak Straits, and Kodiak National Wildlife
Refuge.

As our roadless areas in the.lower 48 keep shrinking and

preserving wilderness is more and more difficult, I think we need
to acquire all we cane.

Sincerely yours,

arley McCaulay
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" St.
Anchorage, AK 99501

July 31, 1993

| support the purchase of habitat from willing private
landowners as the ideal way to invest Qil Spill Settlement
dollars. Habitat acquisition will allow oil impacted
ecosystems time to recover without further stresses. If
sellers are willing, large areas, including entire watersheds,
should be bought and protected to ensure that effects can
be controlled, rather than leaving parts that can effect the
whole in other ownership.

The vast majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation.

| encourage you to buy and protect at least the

following seven areas:

- Port Gravina/Orca Bay

- Port Fidalgo

- Knight Island Passage

- Kenai Fjords National Park

- Port Chatham

- Shuyak Straits

- Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge

Truly, =

vy r—%@ < /0/‘0
“ ?321 S Crmmen lrpd”
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Tancha & Ed McKnight
3300 Jordan Rd.
Oakland, CA 94602

July 30, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council Members:

Your Oil Spill Settlement monies offer a rare opportunity to save
timber lands for future use and enjoyment by buying land and
timber rights from willing sellers without using taxpayer
dollars, while giving oil-impacted ecosystems a chance at
restoration.

Buying habitat is the very best way to invest 0il Spill
Settlement dollars. The majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation. Large areas, including entire watersheds should be
bought and protected (as with the recent 42,000 acre purchase at
Seal Bay on Afognak).

The Trustees should buy and protect at least the following areas:
Port Gravina/Orca Bay; Port Fidalgo; Knight Island Passage; Kenai
Fjords National Park; Port Chatham Shuyak Straits; and the Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge.

With the funds available and the need clear, this is your chance
to make a difference that can be an important part of your legacy
to mankind. Please take it.

Appi;Fiat;;;;y yours,

£ (;Z:/
1/’——/ "
Lol Aarnng?

Tancha & Ed McKnight
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July 6, 1993
B 1999

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G. Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Exxon Valdez Trustees:

First, I would like to thank you for this opportunity to comment on the Restoration
Plan for the use of the remaining $600 million of Exxon Settlement funds. Thorough
public comment is the only way to avoid problems later and I appreciate the forum.

Secondly, I would like to commend you on your actions earlier this year to save
Kachemak Bay and Seal Bay from future habitat destruction through logging. 1
followed this issue closely in the legislature and I was pleasantly surprised at the
outcome.

As I am sure you can conclude, I am strongly in favor of using the remaining
Settlement funds for further habitat purchases. I hope protecting the Spill affected
areas from further devastation will continue to be a priority for the Trustee Council.

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill of 1989 reminded us of how fragile our surroundings
really are and how great the risks are even when you think you have taken the
necessary precautions. The citizens in the spill affected areas have joined together to
create a "citizen's vision" that identifies seven critical areas whose habitat should be
protected. These areas include:

® Port Gravina/Orca Bay

e Port Fidalgo

* Knight Island Passage

* Kenai Fjords National Park

¢ Port Chatham

¢ Shuyak Straits

 Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge
These areas have been chosen because of their value to local residents and all
Alaskans in their present state. These habitats will be protected only if Settlement
funds are used to by these lands and the associated timber rights.

Please consider using the remaining funds to purchase these habitat areas and help

Alaska make spill recovery a reality. Again, thank you for allowing me to comment in
this forum.

Sincerely,
Sadusitl
varis McMillio
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E. M. Marcus
96 Parnassus Rd.
Berkeley, CA 94708

July 30, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council Members:

Your Oil Spill Settlement monies offer a rare opportunity to save
timber lands for future use and enjoyment by buying land and
timber rights from willing sellers without using taxpayer
dollars, while giving oil-impacted ecosystems a chance at
restoration.

Buying habitat is the very best way to invest 0il Spill
Settlement dollars. The majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation. Large areas, including entire watersheds should be
bought and protected (as with the recent 42,000 acre purchase at
Seal Bay on Afognak).

The Trustees should buy and protect at least the following areas:
Port Gravina/Orca Bay; Port Fidalgo; Knight Island Passage; Kenai
Fjords National Park; Port Chatham Shuyak Straits; and the Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge.

With the funds available and the need clear, this is your chance

to make a difference that can be an important part of your legacy
to mankind. Please take it.

Appreciatively yours,
Y W, it

E. M. Marcus
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401 East 57 Street
Savannah, Georgia 31405
August 2, 1993

EXXON OIL SPILL RESTORATION OFFICE
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Ladies and Gentlemen:

I write to urge you to use 80% of the roughly $600 million
left from the $900 million Exxon settlement for habitat protection.
The balance would be well spent for assisting with fisheries'
studies and management programs.

As I see it, the task of restoration is a monumental task.
Some populations of creatures indigenous to the area of Alaska
which was horrendously damaged by the Exxon Valdez oil spill
will take up to 75 years to completely recover - even with the
tremendous efforts of environmentalists and cleanup personnel.

These efforts are critical in helping recovery happen in
this unreplaceable and formerly pristine ecosystem.

On behalf of our i;;éézi&:;zijij?ent,

Marks, CPS

Shirley
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Richard Marson 4 LonuG o6 1993
P.0. Box 111335
Anchorage, AK 99511

August 6, 1993

EVOS Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council member:

| am writing not only to voice an opinion but to plead for, the place | have grown to love,
Prince William Sound. Please use the money from the last disaster to 1imit the extent of
damage caused by the next--logging. Please, use the money for habitat
acquisition in the rainforests of Prince William Sound.

| am a Builder that understands the need for timber but | would rather pay triple than see
the Sound stripped of trees. There are other places that can be harvested that would not
cut the throat of every Alaskan who depends on tourism as well as the ecosystem of the

Sound and its inhabitants.

| have been drawn to Prince William Sound since 1977 when | first moved to Alaska.
Through my experience of hiking and kayaking in the Sound prior to the Exxon Valdez 0il
Spill, | was awed by its isolation, undisturbed beauty and its abundance in wildlife that
made it a priceless place, like no other on earth. But we did put a price on a severed
piece of the Sound | once kneyr and it is up to you to spend it.

The way | see it there are two ways the settlement money could influence the future of
the Sound, it could help to restore and protect what is left in the Sound or it could open
it up to further misuse. Studies are great but if the decisions are made due to political
winds then what good are all those expensive studies. We the "Joe Public” do not have
the time to study and interpret all the information that scientists have come up with.
Please do not squander the the settiement money away, ACQUIRE LAND TO ALLOW FOR
NATURAL RESTORATION AND FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE SOUND'S ECOSYSTEMS.

Sincerely,

Richard Marson
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HCOl1l Box 6916F
Palmer, Alaska 99645
August 6, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Sirs:

I am extremely concerned about the ongoing process of restoration to
the areas of our dear state which were affected by the Exxon Valdez
0il spill. As you prepare to decide about how best to use the
settlement funds, I write to you today to implore you to take any and
all actions you can which will protect habitat for the animals and
birds which were devastated by that horrible disaster.

Some personal experiences from my summer of 1989 inspire my request to
you today: I watched dead otters being dragged away from the Valdez
Otter Rescue Center (they had died before they could even be washed).
Later I painfully experienced the shivering Harlequin ducks trying to
reacclimate themselves to the cold water in the pools at the bird
house so that they could prove themselves ready to be released (they
didn’t make it). Later still I heard of the death of Seward Otter #25
after his release into a not-quite-so-pristine bay on the gulf coast;
I had watched the slow recovery of his fur condition since May, and
upon his release in August we thought him to be the symbol of the
victory of the rescue efforts. Then came the first restoration
conference, when the idea came forth that acquisition of habitat for
species damaged by the spill might one day be a reality, and things
seemed better.

Buying habitat is the very best way you can invest the 0il Spill
Settlement dollars; protecting the forests -- indeed the watersheds --
which support the healthy life cycles of the environment which our
salmon, bald eagles, harlequin ducks, and even marine mammals depend
on can make recovery from the spill a true reality for all of us.

The threat to many areas of important wildlife habitat within the
spill region is now not from oil, but from logging. I urge you to
include on your list of priority habitat acquisitions the following:
Orca Bay near Cordova, Port Fidalgo, Knight Island Passage, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Port Chatham, Shuyak Straits, and Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge.

Your consideration of my deep concerns and your action towards
purchase and protection of these areas will make your historic
decision something I and all Alaskans will long cherish. Each of
these areas, when protected, will continue to contribute to the
healthy habitat which these animals depend upon, which I recreate in
and love, and which are an important part of the beauty which makes
Alaska my home.

Sincerely, .

amae, TNebaelan )

Nancy chaelson
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Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

July 9, 1993
Dear Exxon Trustee Council:

This letter is in support of the proposed Visitor/Culture/
Archaeological Center. It has been four years since the 1989 oil
spill and we are still spending a tremendous amount of time and
effort in educating people as to the real effects of this tragedy.
It is amazing how many people I meet through out the United States
that continue to think that there is oil still on our beaches. Our
local Convention and Visitors Bureau spends a great deal of time on
the road instate as well as lower 48 trying to get people excited
about coming up to Alaska and especially visiting the Prince
william Sound Area.

In order to promote the work of both salvaging damaged artifact
sites and to better inform the world about the Sound and its
recovery what better way than to have this culture/ archaeological/
visitor center in Valdez.

Thank you for your time, and please consider this proposal,

QS TORema
. T,

LocC = YD
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August 4, 1883

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill
Trustee Council

645 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska 98501

Gentlemen:

I am writing to request that the remaining $800 million in
Settlement monies be used to purchase critical habitat for the
species which were affected by the spill. In my judgement the
purchase of habitat to prevent the destructive activities of man
is one of the most constructive way to preserve the natural
world. Consequently I have supported land trusts and
conservancy efforts in several areas of the United States over
the years. I urge you to give priority to the seven habitats
proposed by the local citizens  groups in Alaska. Although I
have travelled to Alaska to visit this region, in general I have
found that those outdoors people who live in an area know what
is most valuable to save.

Sincerely,

Jérr L?ngzgxxﬁﬁ;>









/588 g

TO: E.V.0.S. TRUSTEE COUNSI :
I feel clear cutting in Princ William Sound wouldwb Uy B
devastate the area. 1 spend time out there and I "/ !
know it would just make me sick if the treeg where
gone., Please buy the rights and stop this unatural

disaster from occuring.

GOOD LUCK: Ron Nasgnes
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August 4, 1993

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Trustees:

As you consider the plans for spending the rest of the $600 million
Exxon fines as part of the "Restoration Plan," I feel it is vitally
important that such funds are used for the best extent possible to
purchase, protect, and preserve habitat throughout the Gulf of
Alaska and Prince William Sound Areas.

Habitat in terms of native species and wildlife need to be protec-
ted from further human and ecological degradation, and, that is
only possible if steps are taken now to purchase habitat that is
can and should be protected. Specifically, I urge you to use funds
to purchase habitat in the Port Gravina / Orca Bay areas; forest
areas in the Port Fidalgo region; habitat in the Knight Island
Passage area; protection of the integrity of all lands near and
within the Kenai Fjords National Park; forest habitat near Port
Chatham; forest and aquatic habitat in the Shuyak Straits area; and
bear habitat in the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge.

These are areas that continue to be threatened by developmant and
other potential disasters. By purchasing and buying large tracts
of land with funds, these lands can be protected from further
logging, or environmental dismantling of precious and beautiful
Alaskan ecosystems.

I urge you to take seriously where such a large pool of funds can
be best used and employed not only for the betterment of the people
of Alaska and the United States, but also for the wildlife and
habitat of these areas.

Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
Scott B. Nagel

P.O. Box 518
Walnut Grove, Minnesota 56180



NATCHIK CUSTOM CHARTERS

P.O. Box 3243 * Valdez, Alaska 99686 ¢ (907) 835-5042

July 7, 1993
Dear Council:

I am writing to for your support on the proposed Culture
Archaeological Center.

A center like this would make would sense since it would be showing how peoples lives
were affected during the oil spill. As well as what safeguards have been set up to prevent
a tragedy from ever happening again.

Prince William Sound has been the focus of migration for different races and ethnic
groups for centuries, many who make it their home today.

With a community college in place already in Valdez that services the surrounding areas.
This center could actively play a role in giving the world a clearer picture of what Prince
William Sound is, both historically and as part of the contemporary world.

Looking forward to working further with you on this project.
T/

i /

Matew) ko M prereme—s
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National lrust 1or Historic Freservatic 'j

August 3, 1993

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Trustee Council;

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, non-profit membership
organization chartered by Congress to foster an appreciation of the diverse character and
meaning of our American cultural heritage and to preserve and revitalize the liability of our
communities by leading the nation in saving America’s historic environment.

The National Trust wishes to go on record urging the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council to
adopt a restoration plan that would provide a reasonable balance between general restoration
activities and property acquisition for impacted cultural sites. An alternative that combines these
two objectives will provide the most well-rounded and complete recovery from the impact of the
oil spill. The National Trust has particular interest in restoration and site stewardship programs
for impacted archeological sites, as well as potential acquisition within the Kodiak Archipelago
and Prince William Sound; both areas have unique historic and cultural value.

For example, the acquisition of the Three Saints Bay on Kodiak Island would preserve
the Russian fur trader Gregory Shelikof’s 1784 settlement, the first permanent European
settlement in Alaska. Further, the acquisition of Russian Harbor on the Aliulik Peninsula on
Kodiak Island would preserve the four "barabara” house pits where Russian fur-trader Stephen
Glotov wintered in 1763. The sites, and others within the spill region, are world class historic
sites and have only recently come to the attention of archaeological and cultural preservationists.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the public comment process and good luck
in developing a meaningful use of the Exxon Valdez settlement.

i %
Richard Moe
President

Since

1785 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 673-4000 / FAX (202) 673-4038
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National Trust for Historic Preservation

August 3, 1993

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council
645 "Q" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Trustee Council:

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a private, non-profit membership
organization chartered by Congress to foster an appreciation of the diverse character and
meaning of our American culiural heritage and to preserve and revitalize the liability of our
communities by leading the nation {n saving America's historic environmeat.

The National Trust wishes fo go on recard urging the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council to
adopt a restoration plan that would provide a reasonable balance between general restoration
activities and property acquisition for impacted cultural sites. An alternative that combines these
two objectives will provide the most well-rounded and complete recovery from the impact of the
oil spill. The National Trust has particular interest in restoration and site stewardship programs
for impacted archeological sites, as well as potential acquisition within the Kodiak Archipelago
and Prince William Sound; both areas have unique historic and cultural value,

For example, the acquisition of the Three Saints Bay on Kodiak [sland would preserve
the Russian fur trader Gregory Shelikof’s 1784 settlement, the first permanent European
settlement in Alaska. Further, the acquisition of Russian Harbor on the Aliulik Peninsula on
Kodiak Island would preserve the four "barabara” house pits where Russian fur-trader Stephen
Glotov wintered in 1763. The sites, and others within the spill region, are world class historic
sites and have only recently come to the attention of archaeological and cultural preservationists.

Thank you for the opportunity to participate in the public comment process and good luck
in developing 2 meaningful use of the Exxon Valdez settlement.

Sincegely,
< p2Z,

Richard Moe
President
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) 1993 ' Barbara L. Nelson
740 Villa Ave #125
Clovis, CA 93612

July 30, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council Members:

Your 0il Spill Settlement monies offer a rare opportunity to save
timber lands for future use and enjoyment by buying land and
timber rights from willing sellers without using taxpayer
dollars, while giving oil-impacted ecosystems a chance at
restoration.

Buying habitat is the very best way to invest Oil Spill
Settlement dollars. The majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation. Large areas, including entire watersheds should be
bought and protected (as with the recent 42,000 acre purchase at
Seal Bay on Afognak).

The Trustees should buy and protect at least the following areas:
Port Gravina/Orca Bay; Port Fidalgo; Knight Island Passage; Kenai
Fjords National Park; Port Chatham Shuyak Straits; and the Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge.

With the funds available and the need clear, this is your chance

to make a difference that can be an important part of your legacy
to mankind. Please take it.

Appreciatively yours,

Lhdbine - P

Barbara L. Nelson
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Pamela Nicholls
527 Santa Fe
Albany, CA 94706

July 30, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council Members:

Your Oil Spill Settlement monies offer a rare opportunity to save
timber lands for future use and enjoyment by buying land and
timber rights from willing sellers without using taxpayer
dollars, while giving oil-impacted ecosystems a chance at
restoration.

Buying habitat is the very best way to invest 0il Spill
Settlement dollars. The majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation. Large areas, including entire watersheds should be
bought and protected (as with the recent 42,000 acre purchase at
Seal Bay on Afognak).

The Trustees should buy and protect at least the following areas:
Port Gravina/Orca Bay; Port Fidalgo; Knight Island Passage; Kenai
Fjords National Park; Port Chatham Shuyak Straits; and the Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge.

With the funds available and the need clear, this is your chance

to make a difference that can be an important part of your legacy
to mankind. Please take it.

Appreciatively yours,

Qe Wi chotls

Pamela Nicholls

ad
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Kate O'Hanlan & Le Walker
40 Buckeye
Portola Valley, CA 94028-8015

July 30, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council Members:

Your Oil Spill Settlement monies offer a rare opportunity to save
timber lands for future use and enjoyment by buying land and
timber rights from willing sellers without using taxpayer
dollars, while giving oil-impacted ecosystems a chance at
restoration..

Buying habitat is the very best way to invest 0il Spill
Settlement dollars. The majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation. Large areas, including entire watersheds should be
bought and protected (as with the recent 42,000 acre purchase at
Seal Bay on Afognak).

The Trustees should buy and protect at least the following areas:
Port Gravina/Orca Bay; Port Fidalgo; Knight Island Passage; Kenai
Fjords National Park; Port Chatham Shuyak Straits; and the Kodiak
National Wildlife Refuge.

With the funds available and the need clear, this is your chance

to make a difference that can be an important part of your legacy
to mankind. Please take it.

Appreciatively yours,
, ; W('Qéyé;; C,ézﬁdA;_/)
Kate @ Bles
{
<5 M o

Kate O'Hanlan & Le Walker
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CHRIS OTAHAL AUG 11 1993
21 VINEYARD CT.
HOLLISTER, CA 95023

August 5,1993

Dear Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee,

| would like to express my support for a large portion of the
remaining settlement monies - at least 80%- be used to acquire and
protect habitat. This is a great opportunity to use the funds for direct on
the ground habitat protection. Some of the money should be used for
fisheries studies and management programs, but the real direct benefits
will come from habitat protection. There have been many studies which
indicate that habitat protection is necessary, so lets do it rather than
wasting money on further studies which will give us the same
conclusions. Thank you for taking my thoughts and concerns into
consideration.

Sincerely,

Chris Otahali
Wildlife Biologist
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July 30, 1993

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Sirs:

I wish to express my concern over your upcoming decision on the use of Oil Spill Settlement
Funds.

I believe that absolutely the best way to invest these funds is by buying habitat, thereby protecting
wildlife habitat and entire watersheds from further man-made accidents. By purchasing at least
those seven areas identified as part of the "citizen's vision", you will have made a decision that will
protect a variety of plant and animal species and their habitats from the further ravages of man.

I urge you to invest Oil Spill Settlement monies in the purchase of large areas of habitat and entire
watersheds.

Chris Olson
10670 Cordova Rd.
Cupertino, CA 95014
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" St.
Anchorage, AK 99501

July 31, 1993

| support the purchase of habitat from willing private
landowners as the ideal way to invest Oil Spill Settlement
dollars. Habitat acquisition will allow oil impacted
ecosystems time to recover without further etresses. If
sellers are willing, large areas, including entire watersheds,
should be bought and protected to ensure that effects can
be controlled, rather than leaving parts that can effect the
whole in other ownership.

The vast majority of remaining Settlement funds
should be spent to protect wildlife habitat from further
devastation.

| encourage you to buy and protect at least the
following seven areas:

- Port Gravina/Orca Bay

- Port Fidalgo

- Knight Island Passage

- Kenai Fjords National Park

- Port Chatham :

- Shuyak Straits

- Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge

Truly, ‘7{% V%«/ A

Tadd V. Ottwan
3401/ Webfoot bos
Ergmgn'f', CA 94555
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DEDICATED TO THE STUDY AND CONSERVATION OF PACIFIC SEABIRDS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT

Craig S. Harrison

Vice Chair for Conservation
4001 North 9th Street #1801
Arlington, Virginia 22203

August 6, 1993

BY FAX (hard copy to follow)

Dr. David R. Gibbons

Exxon Valdez Oil Trustee Council
645 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re: Comments on April 1993 "Restoration Plan"

Dear Dr. Gibbons:

This letter contains the Pacific Seabird Group’s (PSG) comments on a document
entitled "draft restoration plan" dated April 1993. PSG expected to receive a draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS) that would contain the details of the Trustee
Council’s proposed restoration plan. By letter dated June 21, 1993, we learned that the
DEIS is not yet available. PSG’s primary interest at this time is to comment on a DEIS, but
we reiterate here our ideas concerning the draft restoration plan that we have submitted to the
EVOS Trustee Council during the past two years. PSG recognizes the enormity of the
Trustee Council’s task in formulating a restoration plan, but urge it to make some hard
decisions soon. PSG believes that there is ample scientific evidence and public consensus to
proceed with some programs, including predator removal. PSG will object if the 1994 field
season is funded in the absence of a final restoration plan.

PSG is an international organization that was founded in 1972 to promote knowledge,
study and conservation of Pacific seabirds. PSG draws its members from the entire Pacific
Basin, and includes biologists who have research interests in Pacific seabirds, state and
federal officials who manage seabird refuges and individuals with interests in marine
conservation. PSG has hosted symposia on the biology and management of virtually every



seabird species affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, and has sponsored symposia on the
effects of the spill on seabirds. Issues relating to damages from the spill and restoration of
seabird populations have been discussed by our members for years. Consensus on many
issues was reached long ago.

For example, we have previously observed that the best means to restore Alaska’s
seabird populations would be to remove rats, foxes and other alien creatures from colonies
and former colonies. We stand by this opinion. We hope that, as we requested by letter
dated November 20, 1992, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will soon submit to PSG for
comment a multi-year plan that outlines a comprehensive approach to removing all exotic
predators from seabird islands in Alaska within five years.

PSG supports habitat acquisition. Our March 19, 1993 testimony to the House
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries concerning the restoration of Prince William
Sound (copy enclosed) identified the islands that should be purchased. The Trustee Council
solicits comment on whether 35%, 50%, 75% or 91% is an appropriate percentage of funds
that should be spent to purchase habitat. There is insufficient information in the April 1993
document to consider intelligently the trade-offs that these funding levels would entail. For
example, would the 91% level preclude endowing chairs in marine ornithology? Would the
75% level preclude a comprehensive predator control program? PSG objects to setting
funding levels at this time.

As stated in our letter to the Trustee Council dated April 14, 1993, PSG supports the
endowment of chairs in marine ornithology at the University of Alaska as an appropriate use
of some of the Exxon Valdez settlement funds. This use is justified under the enhancement
provisions in the settlement documents. Endowed chairs can provide independent (non-
government) research, expertise for contract studies, public education and a source of well-
trained scientists to advise or be employed by the responsible agencies.

Most birds killed in the spill were migratory. PSG reiterates its strong objection to
limiting seabird restoration to the geographic area that the Trustee Council has identified as
the spill area. The Trustee Council has spent too much effort attempting to restore seabird
colonies at infeasible sites within the spill area instead of planning for compensatory
restoration in breeding areas that may be far from the spill area.

Finally, according to federal estimates published in 56 Federal Register 14687 (April
11, 1991), the government processed the following numbers of oiled birds: common murres
(10,428 plus some of the 8,851 unidentified murres), harlequin ducks (213), marbled
murrelets (612 plus some of the 413 unidentified murrelets), pigeon guillemots (614) and
black oystercatchers (9). PSG is concerned that the Trustee Council seems to limit
restoration to species that account for about 21,000 of the 35,000 birds that were processed.
Restoration should include the species that account for the other 14,000 dead birds (the actual
number of dead birds being an unknown multiple of 14,000). As a reference point for this
magnitude of injury to seabirds, the federal government is currently pursuing a major law
suit in central California concerning a spill that it alleges oiled or damaged about 4,200
seabirds. The Trustee Council should include in its restoration plan the damaged species it



now seems to ignore, including yellow-billed loons, tufted puffins, grebes, shearwaters,
cormorants, oldsquaw, scoters, black-legged kittiwakes and ancient murrelets.

In conclusion, PSG urges the Trustees to (1) fund the removal of predators from
seabird colonies; (2) purchase seabird habitat; (3) endow university chairs; (4) expand
restoration for migratory birds to include the entire state of Alaska; and (5) include all
damaged species of seabirds in its restoration efforts.

Sincerely,

Craig S. Harrison

Enclosure
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DEDICATED TO THE STUDY AND CONSERVATION OF PACIFIC SEABIRDS AND THEIR ENVIRONMENT

Craig S. Harrison

Vice Chair for Conservation
4001 North 9th Street #1801
Arlington, Virginia 22203

March 19, 1993

Honorable Gerry E. Studds, Chairman
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries
Room 1334, Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515-6230

Re: Oversight Hearing on Restoration of Prince William Sound
Dear Chairman Studds:

The Pacific Seabird Group (PSG) thanks the Chairman for this opportunity to provide
our perspective on the restoration of Prince William Sound after the Exxon Valdez oil spill.
PSG is an international organization that was founded in 1972 to promote knowledge, study
and conservation of Pacific seabirds. PSG draws its members from the entire Pacific Basin,
including Russia, Canada, Japan, Mexico, Australia and New Zealand. Among PSG’s
members are biologists who study seabirds, state and federal officials who manage seabird
refuges, and individuals interested in marine conservation. During the past twenty years,
PSG has hosted symposia on the biology and management of virtually every seabird species
that the oil spill affected. PSG has commented extensively on the Trustees’ restoration plans
and one of our founders, James G. King, serves on the Trustees’ Public Advisory Group.

i Seabirds Were Severely Damaged by the Oil Spill

Seabirds are particularly vulnerable to oil spills and were perhaps the single resource
most damaged by the Exxon Valdez spill. The Trustees estimate that the spill killed as many
as 645,000 seabirds, including murres, loons, cormorants, pigeon guillemots, grebes, sea
ducks, marbled murrelets, Kittlitz’ murrelets, black oystercatchers, Bonaparte’s gulls, arctic
terns, black-legged kittiwakes and tufted puffins. PSG is particularly concerned about
marbled murrelets because last September the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) listed the
population of this species from Washington to California as threatened under the Endangered
Species Act.
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II. Restoration Activities, 1989-1992

PSG recognizes that establishing an infrastructure to plan and implement wisely a $1
billion restoration program is difficult and demanding. While PSG had some initial problems
with opportunities to comment on the Trustees’ work plans in a timely manner, we believe
that the Trustees have resolved their organizational problems and intend to provide
meaningful public involvement in the restoration process. We are especially encouraged that
the Trustees have selected a Public Advisory Group and expect that the Trustees will give the
opinions of the advisory group much weight.

Despite improvements in the Trustees’ procedures, PSG is concerned about some
restoration policies. The Trustees seem to be applying an agency pork barrel approach to
funding decisions and spend too much money on overhead and projects that do not directly
restore natural resources. The Trustees will spend $38 million on restoration during 1993
that will have little tangible benefit to seabirds. We discuss below PSG’s recommended
approach to the future restoration of seabirds. PSG also believes that federal and state
agencies should use their existing authorities to protect species damaged by the spill. For
example, logging on government and private lands (e.g., inholdings in Kachemak Bay State
Park and Afognak Island) that are prime habitat for marbled murrelets and harlequin ducks
should be curtailed. The National Marine Fisheries Service should enforce the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act to protect marbled murrelets in Prince William Sound that drown in gillnets.

PSG believes that the Trustees should ensure that they use the very best available
science in making restoration decisions. Restoration requires a multi-disciplinary approach
that uses a wide variety of expertise. It is especially important that the Trustees obtain a
broad range of peer reviews from biologists who have international reputations in seabird
restoration ecology. Many of the most qualified scientists live in Canada or the United
Kingdom and, to the best of our knowledge, are not consulted during the reviews of project
proposals. PSG would like an opportunity to submit names of additional peer reviewers to
the Trustees. We also suggest that the Trustees establish procedures to ensure that their peer
reviewers reveal any conflicts of interest that might influence their assessment and/or
sponsorship of various restoration projects. On occasion, we believe that the Trustees have
proposed studies that cannot be justified scientifically.

In general, we believe that the damage assessment projects for seabirds have been
worthwhile. PSG believes that understanding the magnitude of harm is important to decide
the types and extent of restoration activities that may be necessary. PSG also believes that
the studies on marbled murrelet and harlequin duck habitat requirements should prove to be
very useful in assessing potential land acquisitions for these species. These studies also
should assist federal and state forestry agencies in establishing the width of forested buffer
strips that are necessary to protect the breeding sites of harlequin ducks.
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III. Suggested Restoration Activities, 1993 and Beyond

PSG understands that the restoration team is working on a draft Restoration Plan that
will soon be available for public review. PSG intends to be as involved with that process as
possible. PSG supports using restoration funds for options that are technically feasible, have
a high potential to improve the recovery of injured resources and pass muster under a
benefit/cost test. PSG believes that restoration options should be evaluated from the
perspective of whether they benefit more than a single resource. PSG’s preferred options
generally would benefit an entire community of seabirds (and often other organisms), not just
a single species.

_PSG is concerned that the Trustees have limited their consideration of the restoration
of seabirds to the geographic area of the oil slick. While such a geographic criterion may be
appropriate for inter-tidal organisms, it ignores the fact that seabirds are migratory. Oiled
seabirds were seen in the Pribilof Islands during 1989 and seabirds from the Shumagin and
Aleutian Islands probably were killed. Birds may be moving into the oil spill area from
elsewhere in Alaska to replace dead birds. The Trustees have thus far refused to implement
restoration projects for seabirds elsewhere in Alaska that were directly or indirectly depleted
by the spill. Our recommended approach, which we hope will be contained in the Trustees’
draft Restoration Plan, focuses on habitat acquisition and the restoration of the natural bio-
diversity of seabird breeding islands.

A. Habitat Acquisition

Because protecting habitat benefits seabirds and all other wildlife species, PSG
supports habitat acquisition as a means of restoring the actual or equivalent resources that the
spill injured. Besides acquiring specific seabird colonies (Enclosure 1), PSG strongly
supports the purchase of any old growth areas in Prince William Sound, the Kenai Peninsula
and Afognak Island. These habitats are important to nesting marbled murrelets, bald eagles
and harlequin ducks. Protecting these areas would benefit many other forms of wildlife such
as salmon and black oystercatchers as well as enhance recreation opportunities. Land
acquisition, however, can be extremely expensive and the Trustees should ensure that the
lands purchased are valuable to wildlife and that the benefits are worth the cost. PSG
suggests the Trustees consider the use of conservation easements as well as fee purchase.
Restrictions on use and development may provide adequate protection at less cost, allowing
more land to be protected.

B. Restorin Bio-Diversity of Seabird Breeding Islands
PSG is disappointed that the Trustees have not begun to restore the natural bio-

diversity of the seabird colonies in the Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge and
elsewhere by promoting a program to eliminate exotic rats, foxes and other creatures that
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have caused the local extinction of seabird colonies.! Foxes that farmers released on seabird
islands and later abandoned depress the breeding population of seabirds on the Alaskan
Maritime National Wildlife Refuge by several million each year. FWS should humanely end
the suffering of the foxes that were deserted in this hostile environment and barely survive by
depredating seabird colonies. The Canadian Wildlife Service is using funds from the
Nestucca oil spill to restore seabird habitat in the Queen Charlotte Archipelago, British
Columbia, by removing introduced rats and raccoons. This means of restoration is
financially feasible and highly effective.

Predator removal has the highest yield of any action that the Trustees might take to
restore the actual or equivalent populations of the twenty or so seabird species that the oil
spill killed. It would help the entire seabird community to recover, including island-nesting
sea ducks, dabbling ducks, oystercatchers, wintering waterfowl, puffins, murrelets, gulls and
terns. For example, after farmers stocked Kaligagan Island with foxes in 1921, its seabird
population plunged so low that the renowned Alaska naturalist Olaus Murie recommended
that it continue as a fox farm. In the 1980s, after foxes had died out, Kaligagan supported
125,000 burrowing seabirds. There is simply no scientific question that introduced predators
such as rats and foxes devastate seabird colonies or that removing such creatures can enable
the restoration of the natural bio-diversity to the breeding islands.

IV. Conclusion

PSG remains cautiously optimistic that the restoration can be a success. We believe
that the Trustees have developed procedures to ensure that the trust funds will be spent
wisely. We encourage the Trustees to use the very best science in making their decisions.
Finally, we strongly encourage the Trustees to include in the draft Restoration Plan our
suggestions to acquire appropriate seabird habitat and to restore the natural bio-diversity of
seabird breeding islands. Non-native predators on breeding islands kill as many seabirds
each year as several Exxon Valdez oil spills. Thank you for this opportunity to lend our
expertise and views on these important issues.

Sincerely,
st S, H oo~

Enclosure

1/ FWS had budgeted $50,000 in 1992 to remove introduced foxes from islands in the
Alaska Maritime National Wildlife Refuge. We understand that the Director’s office in
Washington DC reprogrammed those funds elsewhere over the objections of the Alaska
Regional Director and PSG.
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Craig S. Harrison

Vice Chair for Couservation
4001 North 9th Street #1801
Arlivgton, Virginia 22203

August 6, 1993
BY FAX (hard copy to follow)

Dr. David R. Gibbons

Exxon Valdez Qil Trustee Council
645 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Re: Comments on April 1993 "Restoration Plan"

Dear Dr. Gibbons:

This letter contains the Pacific Seabird Group’s (PSG) comments on a document
entitled "draft restoration plan" dated April 1993. PSG expected to receive a draft
environmental impact statement (DEIS) that would contain the details of the Trustee
Council’s proposed restoration plan. By letter dated June 21, 1993, we learned that the
DEIS is not yet available. PSG’s primary interest at this time is to comment on a DEIS, but
we reiterate here our ideas concerning the draft restoration plan that we have submitted to the
EVOS Trustee Council during the past two years. PSG recognizes the enormity of the
Trustee Council’s task in formulating a restoration plan, but urge it to make some hard
decisions soon. PSG believes that there is ample scientific evidence and public consensus to
proceed with some programs, including predator removal. PSG will object if the 1994 field
season is funded in the absence of a final restoration plan.

PSG is an international organization that was founded in 1972 to promote knowledge.
study and conservation of Pacific seabirds, PSG draws its members from the entire Pacific
Basin, and includes biologists who have research interests in Pacific seabirds, state and
federal officials who manage seabird refuges and individuals with interests in marine
conservation. PSG has hosted symposia on the biology and management of virtually every
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seabird species affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spill, and has sponsored symposia on the
effects of the spill on seabirds. Issues relating to damages from the spill and restoration of
seabird populations have been discussed by our members for years. Consensus on many
issues was reached long ago.

For example, we have previously observed that the best means to restore Alaska's
seabird populations would be to remove rats, foxes and other alien creatures from colonies
and former colonies. We stand by this opinion. We hope that, as we requested by letter
dated November 20, 1992, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service will soon submit to PSG for
comment a multi-year plan that outlines a comprehensive approach to removing all exotic
predators from seabird islands in Alaska within five years.

PSG supports habitat acquisition. Our March 19, 1993 testimony to the House
Committee on Merchant Marine and Fisheries concerning the restoration of Prince William
Sound (copy enclosed) identified the islands that should be purchased. The Trustee Council
solicits comment on whether 35%, 50%, 75% or 91% is an appropriate percentage of funds
that should be spent to purchase habitat. There is insufficient information in the April 1993
document to consider intelligently the trade-offs that these funding levels would entail. For
example, would the 91% level preclude endowing chairs in marine ornithology? Would the
75% level preclude a comprehensive predator control program? PSG objects to setting
funding levels at this time.

As stated in our letter to the Trustee Council dated April 14, 1993, PSG supports the
endowment of chairs in marine ornithology at the University of Alaska as an appropriate use
of some of the Exxon Valdez settlement funds. This use is justified under the enhancement
provisions in the settlement documents. Endowed chairs can provide independent (non-
government) research, expertise for contract studies, public education and a source of well-
trained scientists to advise or be employed by the responsible agencies.

Most birds killed in the spill were migratory. PSG reiterates its strong objection to
limiting seabird restoration to the geographic area that the Trustee Council has identified as
the spill area. The Trustee Council has spent too much effort attempting to restore seabird
colonies at infeasible sites within the spill area instead of planning for compensatory
restoration in breeding areas that may be far from the spill area.

Finally, according to federal estimates published in 56 Federal Register 14687 (April
11, 1991), the government processed the following numbers of oiled birds: common murres
(10,428 plus some of the 8,851 unidentified murres), harlequin ducks (213), marbled
murrelets (612 plus some of the 413 unidentified murrelets), pigeon guillemots (614) and
black oystercatchers (9). PSG is concerned that the Trustee Council seems to limit
restoration to species that account for about 21,000 of the 35.000 birds that were processed.
Restoration should include the species that account for the other 14,000 dead birds (the actual
number of dead birds being an unknown multiple of 14,000). As a reference point for this
magnitude of injury to seabirds, the federal government is currently pursuing a major law
suit in central California concerning a spill that it alleges oiled or damaged about 4,200
seabirds. The Trustee Council should include in its restoration plan the damaged species it
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now seems to ignore, including yellow-billed loons, tufted puffins, grebes, shearwaters,
cormorants, oldsquaw, scoters, black-legged kittiwakes and ancient murrelets.

In conclusion, PSG urges the Trustees to (1) fund the removal of predators from
seabird colonies; (2) purchase seabird habitat; (3) endow university chairs; (4) expand
restoration for migratory birds to include the entire state of Alaska; and (5) include all
damaged species of seabirds in its restoration efforts.

Sincerely,
me S H owu——

Craig S. Harrison

Enclosure
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Hunton & Williams
P.O. Box 19230
Wwashington, DC 20036

10Q7

Telecopy Number: (202)778-2201 AUL U b 1999

TO: Name: Dr. David R. Gibbons TRUSTEE COUNCIE
Firm: Exxon Valdex 0il Spill Restoration Team

Location: Anchorage, Alaska
Telecopy Number: 907-276-7178

No. Pages 4 Including Cover

FROM: Name: Craig S. Harrison, Esgq.
Extension: 202-778-2240
Special Instructions: Hard copy and enclosure will

follow by mail.
Operator: Date: 08/06/93

Time:

Client/Matter Name: Personal

Client/Matter Number: 77777.000671

(For confirmation or assistance with problems, call 202/955=-1611)
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BETTY PAIGE
PO BOX 841
VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686

July 8, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council;

The construction of a Center in Valdez incorporating a Visitor
Center, Native Culture Center, and 0il Spill Center is a most
worthwhile proposal for 0il Spill Restoration revenues. This
project will create new human resource opportunities for those hurt
by the 1989 spill, provide a cultural center in cooperation with
the Valdez Native Asso., create a artifact viewing and oil spill
restoration display, along with a much needed new Visitor Center.

Some have questioned the proposed spending of o0il spill restoration
revenues on different projects from land acquisition to study after
study after study; your charge is not an easy one, but it would
seem a Center containing a variety of the educational and
historical composition as stated above along with housing 0il Spill
studies and accommodating visitors to the Prince William Sound
would be more in keeping with your goal for allocation of these
monies.

Please give this proposal your sanction.

Mrs. Betty Paige /75/’

Accountant
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P.O. Box 484
Valdez, AK 99686
10 August 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Gentlemen:

It has come to my attention that the Valdez Native
Association has proposed that a Valdez Cultural Center
and Artifact Repository be built in the city of Valdez
to promote and house archaelogical studies and findings
for the Prince William Sound area.

The archaelogical significance of this area has not been
tapped into nearly as much as it should be. A center such
as that proposed would encourage more in-depth studies

of our native cultures in the Sound area.

Since Valdez has become a focal point for the Prince
William Sound natives, it is understandable that such a
center should be built here. The mass numbers of visitors
and tourists who come through here would definitely sup-
port such a venture.

Please support this proposal. The area and its peoples
would benefit from it considerably.

Sincerely,

s e

Tweet Parker
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Trevor H Parrott
4115 W Wood Drive
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Dear Exxon Valdez Trustees : {71 28" A

Please register my vote ror ALTERNATIVE 2 among the restoration plans you are
considering. As someone interested in the West Torm of environmental recovery from the
Exxon oil spill, I wish to see the greatest amount of threatened wildlife habitat in the spill
zone acquired.

ALTERNATIVE 2 dedicates 91% of the remaining $600 million in the fund to habitat

acquisition. In addition, my highest priority for lands to be acquired are Native inhcldings
and other private parcels from willing sellers within the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge.

Dm/\m ]?M)né

‘ SIgnature M a\/\tyﬁ
Touo&d i~ 2285 :7"/3




Exxon Valdez Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501
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August 6, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustees
Exxon 0il Spill Restoration Office
645 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Trustees,

I understand that you are receiving comments which will be used to
prepare a final restoration plan to be presented, this fall. It is
my request that you use 80 percent of the remaining funds for
habitat protection and 20 percent for fisheries studies and
management programs.

If habitat protection is not given top priority, it is my concern
that such occurences as hundreds of thousands of private forest
land being clearcut will add to the already devastating
consequences of the spill.

Thank you for considering my comments and concerns.
Sincerely,
andra S. Phillips

PO Box 582
Louisville, CO 80027



August 3, 1993

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Council Members:

This letter is to urge you to follow the "citizen vision"

for the acquisition of priority habitat in Prince William
Sound and the Western Gulf of Alaska. Such action is the only
appropriate course to follow since the funding is the result
of the legal action taken to restore the damage to the
ecosystem as a result of the spill. The purchase of these
pristine and sensitive natural areas will help protect these
entire ecosystems from future destructive development such

as clear cutting.

Be a good steward for these lands and waters and the generation
of the future will applaud your name.

Sincerely,
/‘ - ,"r‘

7 / /
/ / /

//

,/’?fif?ﬁ/“ij V(V,hﬂf‘
Richard L. Pipes '

Member of the Alaska Coalition
2111 Olympia

Pleasanton, Texas 78064
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