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Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, Ak. 99501 

January 20, 1993 

Dear members of council, 

EXXON vr.r.nrz OIL SPILL 
TRUSH:E COUNC·IL 

I am greatly concerned with the welfare of . the future of Prince 
William Sound. The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill in 89', was a 
tragedy to all of us, not to mention the destruction it caused 
all living creatures who lived in the sound. We need to protect 
Prince William Sound from future destruction. In order to do 
this, we need to start now. Please spend the restoration funds 
to purchase and protect fish and wildlife habitats. 

Without proper management of these funds, we cannot guarantee 
a future for Alaska's marine wildlife. It's up to you! 

Thank you for caring, 

Sincerely, 

cc: Sierra Club (Anchorage) 
Sierra Club (Main) 



~ President Bill Clinton 
· The White House 

Washington, D.C. 20500 

January 20, 1993 

Dear President Clinton, 

~~©f§O~j~~ 
JAN 2 8 1993 

Ei\XON VAL f:.Z 011. SPilL 
1 USTEE COW CIL 

Congratulations President Clinton upon being elected our 42nd President 
of The United States. I am glad to see that someone I voted for will 
be our new President. I know that you and your family will be happy 
there, and that you will do a great job. 

I have never written a letter to the President of the United States 
before, but this issue is of the Utmost importance to me. 

I am an avid Grizzly Bear activist, and I am hoping to finally visit 
the Great State of Alaska this Summer. One of the main reasons of 

~course is to see the Bears, but also, to see all the other wildlife 
WAlaska has to offer, along with it's "unspoiled" beauty. 

President Clinton, I am pleading to you that you DO NOT allow the 
opening of 1.7 Million acres of Alaska wetlands to oil drilling. Upon 
doing so, the Caribou migration route would be disturbed, along with 
the homes of Polar Bears, Grizzly Bears, Moose, Arctic Wolf, Elk, 
Snow Geese, Snow Hare, Snowy Owl, The Great Bald Eagle, just to name 
a few. 

Exxon Valdez' oil spill in 89' was a · disgrace, and an embarrasment to 
this country. Death and destruction was abundant. Still to this day, 
we do not know all of the long term effects it will have on Alaska's 
wildlife and landscape. We do not need, nor will we tolerate another 
"man inflicted" "accident" like this to happen. To this day, just 
thinking about it makes me literally sick. Alaska is "The Last Frontier" 
one of the most beautiful places on earth that God has made for us to 
enjoy, not destroy! 

The Bush Administration's idea to open this area for oil drilling is 
just plain insane. 

Mr. President, it's up to you. 

Please remember this, no where on earth is there the wildlife and 
beauty that Alaska has. Let's protect it for future generations, 

Cont'd 
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Page 2 Cont'd 

generations of wildlife, and generations of citizens who will follow 
after we are gone. 

Thank You so much for your time in reading my letter. I know you can 
help the State of Alaska from further destruction. 

Again, Best Wishes to you:and your family. Good Luck, and God bless 
you. 

Sincerely, 

Laura H. McMurray 

r9) ~©~O~f~ fR') 
ru IJ:J ~- JAN 28 1993 9 

C(~<z:l . jT}tJ~ 
cc: V.P. Al Gore 

EXXO~J VALDEZ 011. SPIL .. 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

• 
Wildlife Federation of Alaska 
Sierra Club ( a laska) 
Sierra Club (Sheridan, Wyo) 
Sierra Club (Main) 
Oil Spill Trustees Alaska 
World Wildlife Federation 
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Corporations raid resources 
On J a fJ the Daily News reported a 

family's s-.uggle to avoid being squeezed 
out by the actions of a Native corporation. 
Your writer also called attention to the 
seriousness of clear-cutting of old-growth 
timber on Afognak Island and elsewhere. 
Ralph Eluska represents the Native corpora
tion that wants massive and instant harvest
ing. He was quoted as saying "We're trying 
to make a living. We're not trying to destroy 
somebody elses'." The fact is, much destruc
tion is resulting, and the Randalls are not 
the only losers. 

Roy Randall first swung his ax at Seal 
Bay on that island more than 20 years ago. 
What they have today represents 16-hour 
days and seven-day weeks of building a 
respectable business and raising a family 
ever since. 

As a live-in tutor for their two boys one 
recent school year, I saw their little enter
prise as representing capitalism and respon
sible use of natural resources at its best. 
Now their r.il;k of losing it is compoWlded to 
provide divldends for people who may not 

their lands, or corporations to provide for 
their stockholders. But · ' !l they be en-
couraged to cut their ow oats by deci-
mating a resource? Let's see more investi
gating and reporting on such conflicts. And 
how about a list of the deals government 
has made, where our forests of old-growth 
timber are traded to these corporations in 
exchange for lands that could not s;gain for 
400 years provide the wildlife habitat, sta
ble soil and Alaska scenery now being made 
barren on Afognak Island and elsewhere? 

Heed your own voice, Mr. Eluska, "We 
have people . . . and a responsibility to 
provide for them." ~. 

~ 
13 million for transportati 

even have seen the island. . Even when that amount triples e 

~:P=4~v~u·:1~ ~·~b~~m:_D 
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My agenda is equal access to the jobs my 
tax dollars ger te, including those involv
ing children he military. If homosexu
als are only -"' 10 percent of society, we 
can't be held responsible for at least 90 
percent of its problems; i.e., incest and child 

•liU;.tt at you. 

Call your jackals off Jacko, Dq,ily News, 
because when it comes to ch· ·~er judg-
ment, you have not one moral to stand 
on. 

- Ruby Sarah Becker 

Let us know your views 
The Daily News welcomes your opinions on matters of public 

interest and offers a variety of formats. 
• Letters: Letters to the editor should be 250 words or less. No 

more than one letter a month per writer, please. Letters limited to 
theological doctrine will run on the religion pa~es. 

• Compass Pieces: These are longer optnion columns on 
specific topics of public interest. They should be no more than 700 
words. 

• Counterpoints: Reactions to articles and editorials in the Daily 
News. 

Include a daytime phone number for verifiCation. (Your phone 
number and address will not be published.) We do not run unsigned 
or anonymous letters, open letters addressed to third parties or 
copies of letters sent to other papers. 

We reserve the right to edit letters for clarity, length, libel and 
taste. If you do not want us to edit your letter, note that and we will 
return it should editing be necessary. 

Mail your letter to Letters, Anchorage Daitv News, P.O. Box 
149001, Anchorage, Ak,' 99514. To send by fax, dl•l 258-2157. 
Questions? Call Cathy Carpenter, 257-4595. Outside Anchorage, call 
toll free 800-478-4200. 

, 
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Bc•x 880 
Rost-+: C•Wt'l, SK 
SO 2VO 
.:; ar, 31 • '393 

Oil Spi1l -rustt-t- Counc1. 
645 3 S .. r_t-t 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Ladles and ~ert.emt-n: 

lR1~~::uw~~ 
FEB ~ 1993 

EXXON 1, • ~~;_: OIL SPILL 
···RUSTEE COUNCIL 

My name is Shirley Haddock anc I am writing you in regards to 
the res~ora .on funds tnat you are giving ou 

~ouAc you pleast- use t1e restorat1on ~unds to p rc~ase and 
prott-ct fish and wild.ice habit~.s. This fund'ng could be used 
to buy and pr teet hundteds and tnousands of acres of pr:vate 
::.at1ds. Habitats that •:OLt::.d ..,e pr•;:~tected wiU1 t~1is n1ot1t-Y 
incAude large portions of Kenai Fjords National Park and Kod.ak 
Nat:o~a Wi.dlice Recugt-. P:t-ase o not use your cunds to 
~ina ce ~evelopmental p-ojects dnd government ureaucw-~y. 

Thank you fo~ your ~ me. With your he:p a :arge portion o cis 
and wild.1~e habitats can be presevved. 

)L:y~~ 
'sh i r · ey Hadooc 
c • •: S i e a C" ub 

' 
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Box 880 
Rosetown, SK 
SOL 2VO 
Jan. 3 _993 

Oil Spi:_ -rustee Co-nell 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

r6) lF"~lF1¥1~ 
\f.' FEB D '1993 

EXXON \'I;·_,:·, ClL SPill 
-RUSTEE COUNCIL 

~y name is Rache-le Haddock and I am wri .ng you in regards to 
the restorat~on funds that you are giving out. 

Could yoL please use the restorat1on ~unds to purchase and 
otect f·sA and wildl fe habitats. This fun ing could oe used 

buy and protect ~Undreds and u10USan~s of acres of private 
~cs. - ao.tats that could be protected Wlt~ th.s money 

inc~ude large portions of Kenai Fjoras Nat.ona. Park and Kodiak 
National Wildlife Refuge Pease do not use your funds to 
~1na ce deve opmental projects and govern.~ent bureaucracy. 

- -ank you f1v your time. 
and wildl1~e habitats can 

Yours tru y, 

ith your ~e·p a :arge portion of 
e preserved. 

fi S I 

c:::5i?~~~ 

,. 

Rachelle ~addock 
c.c. Sierra C:ub 
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-ro +h£. 01 L ~~\ll -=r:riA ~ ~~H~}e1L · 

{;)ben_ 11~ e.xx·bx-l v~ I de4z ~~ l i ed_ 
,11 P1;\lio.n ~a.~ c£ c..cu..de oil i.n -!:he. 
fr~na ~1 1 li_o.m ~1/\1 ~±: ~odctrn,'n·Otk~ 
1)~00 m;le;,. o£ be~c.~ o..lon~ -1-hf._~lA\t? of' 

· A\o.~\so... a.od CAY.~d_ ~~ de.Q+h o£ .\hcu~~n~ 
~ he.\¢es~) inna_c.en+ an:mals • .:rh~ SO!.Anl . 
1s an o.?ex c£ & ~l~ ~ tilct~ka. and lb~ 
h odk..c n 1-:.wd W-\:: .a£ fhn ~\ = 1 

';). coo. :d-o..9.. 
-c91 o ~ '~ ~'A3ou. \-h .f.~~ 1~~ ~n ~o..~ 
No<'+h ~ ... ~-:.+ . :lhe... ::Ca.n~Gl.~ re:h.rro a.c,_+ of . 
19!1Q pro±e.d:s on~ 111t/lton ae...re~ o£ fbre6+ ~~--
~m hl~ d~d. fiowf_-ftt.o~> wf:lh_ +h~ 

:h ~hex- t0~ l'rl !:> lL: () ~ i () ) -±ht. di ~ Q.-';:,_ -kr 
oV ~ ~\ll <:!.Qh provt dJ_ an opp.o•knL~ 

do. ~a.v€.- -f\,~ Jb.cg~ + o..nd the. ~It'. Use. the.. 
:b:n£. ~ ~ • wh c.. t- ±he~ QJfe. II\ hnkL :11. ':"= ) tH:J 
~. Ml~meo± E~e.~ and 9oY.e.ramef:d: · 
ko..c.Q0.~ • ~ "The.~ t"' Yl b li. V,.f,Q. d -1-o $ aJV .(_ 

(l'Cl"' o.. 1-~ I o. nd} ~~-h o..~ ~ e() a\ .{?~ d~4f f1o..:h'on"') 
?o.r kIt at1d K.tJt'IA k N oAi on al pcu: k. .:rh L 

he_ne.lli .o:£ ~pend;n ~ ih e. ce ~ -br. a. -h' on .krJ.s 
tln. ~bci~~n~ o-.nd. prbk<!..-Hn~ :l:b... fuh o.n.d. 
~l. \ A~) ~q_ k 'o\ ~1:~ are. '\ m fh ~CA.~ u. r o-.\o( e ~ n d. 
e..x-kemeh~ necet6ax.~. I?ieo..~e.. .:bh. ±h b o.IJ 
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Jo 1iJL Q I Sp_; I 1 fru21lL ~U}lc~clt 

LubLn dbL L)(Yon VQidLi5]21llld II 
rridi¥J'r1 galbY6 o-f crude. oi I 1b :l:bL . 
WlY\(L wn' la 'm .:x:Lilli ,+ cantamJnal-Id 
~oo rri'Lts o-F ixachS a lo(tg & Gulf o-F 
0 Ja5YV aLd cawt.d ±bL. clLaHJ o + -fWLJ::tltrJl 
o_,f b_Llp_lt~t 1 t1Y1c(c~ O.bJYY\aU~1bL Sa.uJd 
tS. a:pc.x cl .clu l-f a+ a h ~ and ar l:h mas±. 
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i'iirvrt of a m.1r ~a ts c oasb1 v-a tnfGf'<J f w 5Cu:\=N~ 
[tl) 7 ODfP.~S tV Or .fh fat:fJ} , ! tJL Ttirgacs_ rl.[Qtltl 

O.L \- Q f [Qq() J2LOttc:b QrJL iYJ d la.JQ OLIT5 qf 
fa r-b+ .f /CYYl C lt_qy: cu:t.ht19 . Wa..u .. +hough wlth · 
JbL +rM~rc u~}d~:ft¥ rf\6u1ng 1(1 ~fu d.ta.shl 
oi 1'-bt 5J21l I can pruuidt an Op¥JJtd:unJf¥ !p 
50..\Jl> ~h fart.S+-uYJd f-bL WI£ USc:. till fu1l1 
fa-r vuhat~-Hvtflli:tJd J rla t de lJl/6p~n1-Q]_ prQJ[(, ~ 
ond goufra men~ bLLA Y/LC@CV~ FQr +h[JL rQn 
bt, LA.)t_d 1-o SC!Ul1L(I1C1JL bed SCtLbaS . 
litDa) {lords Na:h6YXJl lliib~bQclK:!~ 04--konaL 

. LAJlldlttt..JlJL bltll_ftb 0 £ s~ad1f19- & , 
t:t)cl-ora~ 1Uocl;, on'()ur:_c}}is~ alJdprnh:b@ 

0 rhL [lSh And w' Jd 11ft Wbl:kt fs arc 1m~n · 
and (ifr<rf\(& DLGt~Sf1&.1){a:x~ fu~ 1iJt5 all 
' n .b a c (L)ut:l+ o rd :Jb 1 Y\ h w ~ ~ ~ bt ro(t.. voc1 
d t( tdL (uy- ¥ht fulurG o.f ~ S6unl and HJL 
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10 +heaD c::.l't!JJ Iru" LA::- ~xoN vALoez ell &m~.;u4/~ 
~ ...LILt:.. LU~ COUNCIL 

f ~~~ .\ ... , llie.~ 8\t 'x'CJn tJO Jri~111- 5J2f'lled lL _ 
'QO S\C'JI/onS Q:P (,C(Ad~ 011 ill f:t2 e_ 

,_,, /C=:f, 1\ , • \&' fl.L1om ,5aJnt ll= tnn-~eutwCt-tefi ~ lOCJ 
c 

(Yl lieS _o£ beotbe} Q/C>Y{J We gu1 £OF 0 KlS!ca. 
p n a' CCJUJftl llie ctewn ofC +-YJCIJ Sao¢ s _()£__ 
tJeJPtSS EJnfJO[e()fJJOLtWl5 .The &xmfl_j_J_ ape_:~ or 
t1aLE _af QLCLS&l_and JJat+k; rYJOS± t:.'lfr/16 a£ 
arnec1~S canto! Po,fl.rores-l . &ilft1e~i l'e) 

· JanjC/5.5 (}O[.fh ta{<?S± ,Jhe-lofJ30S5 (eRJrmOc-t 
O.f J9% pcafec+s ~ Oll}eW!JJian ocres a.t: -{Qresi_ 

--o.-..:-• -r..:...=..r~ .......... m c 'eor~UJ+Jng__J)aw ±hQlA'Jh LD 1m ~e±tm oee 
~ ffJtVIrJ!f lVJJ%-eMS-leL of'.111e5PL!I eon 

-._'Proo WtlddPe (: on_[]}fUr+o4J#-±fl SJueikJe-rareJi otJd 
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MAR 2 2 1993 

645 11 6 11 Street 
Rnchoroge, Rlosko 
99501 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

RE: Project 920615298- 17 (Nuchek Heritage I nterpretiue Center) 

To: Trustee Council Members: 

Enclosed is the lotest copy of the Morch 1993 Rlosko Geographic 
mogozine which is coiled II Prince William Sound II. Poge 88 of this 
book describes the efforts Chugach Rlosko Corporation is moking 
to words the Nuchek Heritage I nterpretiue Center. 

If you houe ony questions or concerns for this project pleose 
contact me. I understand thot Morch 29, 1993 will be the neHt 
meeting of the Council, if there is on interest in discussing this 
project ot thot time I would be more thon hoppy to giue o 
presentation. 

Thonk you for your consideration of Project # 92061 5298- 1 7. 

John F. C. o nson 
Cultural Re urce Monoger 
Chugach Rlosko Corporation 

560 E. 34th Avenue, Suite 200 Anchorage, AK 99503-4196 
(907) 563-8866 Fax (907) 563-8402 
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Chugach Alaska: 
Marketing an Ancient 
Heritage in a Modern World 

Years ago, Nuchek Island at the entrance 
to Prince William Sound flourished with 
activity, one of the busiest places in the 
region. The Chugach settled here because of 
the abundance of fish and sea mammals. 
Athabaskan Indians from the north and 
Tlingit Indians from the east met at Nuchek 
to trade and feast. The island's protected 
harbor, only a few miles off the open waters 
of the Gulf of Alaska at the western end of 
Hinchinbrook Island, made it a popular 
anchorage for foreign explorers. 

The Russians came hunting sea otters 
and around 1793 built Fort St. Constantine 
at Nuchek. Spiked wooden posts and nine 
cannons protected the Russian traders, while 
Natives lived outside the stockade in semi
subterranean barabaras. The Chugach at 
Nuchek adapted to Russian ways, adopted 
Russian religion and defended the Russians 
against Tlingit war parties. But Russian traders 
nearly wiped out the sea ·otters and deadly 
diseases brought by foreigners near~y deci-

GEOGRAPHic-

mated the Natives. Nuchek's population 
dwindled, and those remaining gradually 
moved away, drawn to jobs in mining, 
logging and fish canneries elsewhere in the 
sound. The last family left Nuchek about 1930 
after Chief Peter Chimovitski died. Today 
decayed wooden posts from the fort and 
graveyard crosses are among the few material 
remains on Nuchek, although many Natives 
in Cordova, Tatitlek and Chenega Bay trace 
their ancestry to this place. 

John F.C. Johnson, a Chimovitski descend
ant, wants to bring Nuchek into modern 
consciousness. As cultural resource manager 
for Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native regional 
corporation for Prince William Sound, 
johnson is in a good position to help this 
happen. He sees Nuchek busy once again, 
this time as a heritage center where today's 
Chugach people can go for cultural renewal 
and as a restored historic site for tourists off 
cruise ships and charter boats to visit. 

Courting tourists in Prince William Sound 

is a new area of emphasis for Chugach Alaska 
Corp., which in the past made fish processing 
and timber development its main businesses. 

Chugach Alaska, one of 12 Native regional 
corporations created in 1971 by the Alaska 

Chugach Alaska Corp., the regional corporation 
representing Natives of Prince William Sound 
and parts of the Kenai Peninsula, plans to further 
develop tourism on its lands in the sound, at 
places like Growler Island, shown here, in front 
of Columbia Glacier. Tour boat skipper Stan 
Stephens operates a camp on Growler, visited by 
more than 16,000 people on day trips in 1992. 
"Prince William Sound will not only be one of 
the better destinations in Alaska, but one of the 
most well known," predicts Stephens, musing 
about the growth of tourism in a place loved for 
its remote, wilderness character. "We're getting 
to a point we're going to have to protect the 
sound from ourselves. " (Alissa Crandall) 
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Native Claims Settlement Act, manages 
some 380,000 acres with timber, coal and 
mineral resources. About a third of its 1,900 
shareholders still live in the towns of Prince 
William Sound; the remainder live in 
Anchorage and outside the state. 

Tourism, government contracts, oil indus
try contracts and timber development make 
a "four-legged stool" supporting the corp
oration going into 1993, said corporation 
President Michael Brown. 

The previous few years have been rough for 
Chugach Alaska. The corporation took bank
ruptcy in 1991, owing more than $60 million 
to creditors. Its primary business ventures at 
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the time included fish canneries in Cordova 
and Kodiak and a new sawmill in Seward. The 
Ex.xvu Valdez oil spill in 1989, which closed 
fishing and effectively shut down Chugach 
Alaska's canneries, accelerated the corp
oration's cash flow problems, according to 
corporation officials. The corporation's saw
mill -a nearly $30 million facility to produce 
finished lumber - opened summer 1990, a 
year late and more than $15 million over 
budget. It lost more than $3.5 million during 
its operation before shutting down in October 
1991. "Chugach Alaska Corp.'s other financial 
problems forced closure of the mill," asserts 
Brown. "The sawmill was a good idea in the 

right place. And it will be viable if we bring 
in enough capital and managers with proven 
abilities." 

In July 1992, a federal court approved the 
corporation's bankruptcy plan, a complicated 
schedule of debt payments and sales of non
land assets such as its canneries. The 17-
month reorganization cost Chugach Alaska 
about $4 million in legal and administrative 
costs. In 1992, Chugach sold its Kodiak can
nery to Cook Inlet Processors for $1 .5 million 
and was looking for a buyer for its Cordova 
plants. Through the 1980s, Chugach had 
become a major fish processor in south
central Alaska, and the closure of its plants in 
Cordova has distressed the town's fishermen. 

"This is the bankruptcy plan," says Brown, 
tapping an inch-thi<:k document open on his 
desk in Anchorage. "I read it almost daily. We 
still owe a lot of money, but we have a 
business plan in place to allow us to repay 
debts over time." 

Brown, a life-long Alaskan and ret ired 
Navy officer, took the president 's joh in 
March 1992, replacing former President 
Michael Chittick who left in May 1991. Before 

Chief Peter Chimovitski stands with members of 
his family in front of what was probably his 
house at Nuchek. He wears a badge given him 
in 7 896 by District Governor for Alaska james 
Sheakley, making him the first Native policeman 
of Prince William Sound. One of the small boys 
in front is his son and the other children are 
thought to be nieces and nephews. Chimovitski 
died in 7 929 and was buried in the village by his 
wife and son. They then moved to Cordova. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 
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coming to Chugach, Brown headed a 
government contracting business, a joint 
venture with Arctic Slope Regional Corp. and 
the village corporation for Barrow. Brown 
helped start the business in 1982 and saw it 
grow to one of more than 700 employees with 
$50 million in contracts by 1992. Prior to 
1982, he was commanding officer of the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow. 

Brown says Chugach Alaska has just begun 
to tap the potential in contracting services 
to government and the oil industry. In 
1989, Chugach's joint ventures included a 
catering business to feed oil spill workers. In 
1992, Chugach supplied about 40 workers 
to the Ship Escort and Recovery Vessel 
System, a branch of Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co. in Valdez. 

On the tourism side, Nuchek is one of 
several Native-owned places in Prince William 
Sound that Chugach Alaska wants to develop. 
Others include Shotgun Cove in Whittier and 
expanding summer accommodations into 
year-round ones on Growler Island near 
Columbia Glacier. Cultural resource manager 
Johnson has spent the last decade document
ing hundreds of historic Native sites in Prince 
William Sound. His office at Chugach Alaska 
headquarters in Anchorage is filled with 
photographs and artifacts, like Russian-era 
bricks and trade beads. Nuchek's location and 
rich history make it a prime visitor destin
ation, Johnson says. Such development could 
include a museum, restored fort, lodging and 
a dock where small recreational boats could 
refuel. He is trying to obtain grant money to 
begin restoration at Nuchek while at the same 
time getting the place designated a National 
Historical Landmark. 

At Whittier, the corporation owns Shotgun 
Cove and an adjacent 333-acre parcel. It is 
looking to join with a tour operator to build 
some type of lodge and boat docks. The 
corporation would like to see the state build 
a road between Whittier and Portage, on the 
Seward Highway, along a route now serviced 
only by the Alaska Railroad. 

Chugach Alaska also has been approached 
by tour companies wanting to build perma
nent lodging on Growler Island and elsewhere 
on its holdings in Prince William Sound. 
Since 1986, charter boat operator Stan 
Stephens has brought tourists to Growler, 
under permit from Chugach Alaska. His 
cruises bring visitors to the island for some 
combination of sightseeing, salmon bakes and 
overnight stays in wall tents; in 1992, his 
company brought about 16,000 people to 
Growler on day trips, plus another 1,000 who 
stayed overnight. Chugach's Brown said the 
corporation is considering proposals from 
several operators, including Stephens, who 
want to build permanent facilities. 

This 1890 engraving from The Graphic shows the 
village of Nuchek near the Russian trading post of 
Fort St. Constantine and Helen on Hinchinbrook 
Island. The fort was established in the 1 790s as 
Prince William Sound's first trading center. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 

While the corporation looks at the possibil
ities in tourism, it also plans to log some of 
its timbered lands. One area slated for logging 
is around Fish Bay, off Port Fidalgo in the 
eastern sound. Brown says the corporation 
might be interested in selling back some of its 
timbered property. "We're not interested in 
logging Prince William Sound for the sake of 
logging," said Brown, adding that overtures 
from conservation groups had not yet 
produced any substantive offers. 

Logging of Chugach Alaska land on 
Montague Island will probably begin May 
1993, said John Sturgeon, president of Koncor 
Forest Products Co. Koncor will cut Sitka 
spruce off Chugach Alaska's holdings at 
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The reopening expected in 7 99 3 of Chugach 
Alaska Corp.'s sawmill in Seward may trigger a 
boom in logging on Native lands in the sound. 
Current logging in the region includes operations 
on Eyak Corp. land near Cordova. These logs in 
Orca Inlet are awaiting shipment. Hawkins 
Island is in the background. (Alissa Crandall) 

Patton Bay on the island's east side, trucking 
the logs to another parcel of Chugach Alaska 
land at MacLeod Harbor on the west side for 
sorting and shipment. In 1992, Koncor was 
building a 34-mile road around the island's 
south end through U.S. Forest Service prop-
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erty to connect the harvest area and harbor. 
Except for Chugach Alaska's holdings on 
Montague, the remainder of the island is 
Chugach National Forest property on which 
no logging is currently allowed; the forest 
service's land use plan for Montague, 
Hinchinbrook and Hawkins islands goes into 
revision in 1995, at which time the issue of 
logging forest service lands will be recon
sidered, said forest supervisor Bruce Van Zee. 

Koncor has also bought timber rights on 
Chugach Alaska land across the middle of 
Knight Island, and in late 1992 had begun the 
preliminaries for obtaining logging permits as 
required by various government agencies . 

In the meantime, Chugach Alaska is nego
tiating to reopen its Seward sawmill in a. joint 
venture with a company that has proven 
expertise in mill management, Brown said. 
The corporation hopes to have the sawmill 
operating again by February 1993, he said. 
The mill can produce 80 million board feet 
with two shifts, and its finished lumber will 
be marketed in Alaska as well as to Japan. Logs 
to feed the mill will come from "all over," 
Brown said. Forestry experts predicted when 
the mill first opened that it would boost 
timber production on the Kenai Peninsula 
and on Native village corporations' lands 
around Prince William Sound. Chugach 
Alaska controls an estimated 1 billion board 
feet of lumber, enough to keep the mill 
operating at full capacity past the year 2,000. 
But its timber is scattered in remote parcels 
throughout its region as far east as Icy Bay on 
the Gulf of Alaska, making the timber 
expensive to harvest and transport to the mill 
at Seward. 

Chugach Alaska also includes the village 
corporations of Eyak, Chenega Bay and 
Tatitlek in Prince William Sound; the village 
corporations of Fort Graham and English Bay 
on the southern tip of the Kenai Peninsula; 
the Mount Marathon Native Association in 
Seward and the Valdez Native Association; 
and two non-profits, the Chugach Heritage 
Foundation and Chugachmiut. The non
profits administer a variety of federal and state 
health care and educational programs. The 
Chugach Heritage Foundation awards 
scholarships funded through the sale of 
posters and books, such as Chugach Legends, 
Stories and Photographs of the Chugach Region 
(1984). 
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MAR 2 2 1993 

645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 
99501 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILt 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

RE: Project 920615298-17 (Nuchek Heritage I nterpretiue Center) 

To: Trustee Council Members: 

Enclosed is the latest copy of the March 1993 Alaska Geographic 
magazine which is called "Prince William sound". Page 88 of this 
book describes the efforts Chugach Alaska Corporation is making 
towards the Nuchek Heritage I nterpretiue Center. 

If you houe any questions or concerns for this project please 
contact me. I understand that March 29, 1993 will be the neHt 
meeting of the Council, if there is on interest in discussing this 
project at that time I would be more than happy to giue a 
presentation. 

Thank you for your consideration of Project # 920615298- 17. 

source Manager 
Chugach Alaska Corporation 

560 E. 34th Avenue, Suite 200 Anchorage, AK 99503-4196 
(907) 563-8866 Fax (907) 563-8402 
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Chugach Alaska: 
Marketing an Ancient 
Heritage in a Modern World 

Years ago, Nuchek Island at the entrance 
to Prince William Sound flourished with 
activity, one of the busiest places in the 
region. The Chugach settled here because of 
the abundance of fish and sea mammals. 
Athabaskan Indians from the north and 
Tlingit Indians from the east met at Nuchek 
to trade and feast. The island's protected 
harbor, only a few miles off the open waters 
of the Gulf of Alaska at the western end of 
Hinchinbrook Island, made it a popular 
anchorage for foreign explorers. 

The Russians came hunting sea otters 
and around 1793 built Fort St. Constantine 
at Nuchek. Spiked wooden posts and nine 
cannons protected the Russian traders, while 
Natives lived outside the stockade in semi
subterranean barabaras. The Chugach at 
Nuchek adapted to Russian ways, adopted 
Russian religion and defended the Russians 
against Tlingit war parties. But Russian traders 
nearly wiped out the sea otters and deadly 
diseases brought by foreigners near.ly deci-

GEOGRAPHic-

mated the Natives. Nuchek's population 
dwindled, and those remaining gradually 
moved away, drawn to jobs in mining, 
logging and fish canneries elsewhere in the 
sound. The last family left Nuchek about 1930 
after Chief Peter Chimovitski died. Today 
decayed wooden posts from the fort and 
graveyard crosses are among the few material 
remains on Nuchek, although many Natives 
in Cordova, Tatitlek and Chenega Bay trace 
their ancestry to this place. 

John F.C. Johnson, a Chimovitski descend
ant, wants to bring Nuchek into modern 
consciousness. As cultural resource manager 
for Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native regional 
corporation for Prince William Sound, 
Johnson is in a good position to help this 
happen. He sees Nuchek busy once again, 
this time as a heritage center where today's 
Chugach people can go for cultural renewal 
and as a restored historic site for tourists off 
cruise ships and charter boats to visit. 

Courting tourists in Prince William Sound 

is a new area of emphasis for Chugach Alaska 
Corp., which in the past made fish processing 
and timber development its main businesses. 

Chugach Alaska, one of 12 Native regional 
corporations created in 1971 by the Alaska 

Chugach Alaska Corp., the regional corporation 
representing Natives of Prince William Sound 
and parts of the Kenai Peninsula, plans to further 
develop tourism on its lands in the sound, at 
places like Growler Island, shown here, in front 
of Columbia Glacier. Tour boat skipper Stan 
Stephens operates a camp on Growler, visited by 
more than 16,000 people on day trips in 1992. 
"Prince William Sound will not only be one of 
the better destinations in Alaska, but one of the 
most well known, " predicts Stephens, musing 
about the growth of tourism in a place loved for 
its remote, wilderness character. "We're getting 
to a point we're going to have to protect the 
sound from ourselves. " (Alissa Crandall) 





90 

Native Claims Settlement Act, manages 
some 380,000 acres with timber, coal and 
mineral resources. About a third of its 1,900 
shareholders still live in the towns of Prince 
William Sound; the remainder live in 
Anchorage and outside the state. 

Tourism, government contracts, oil indus
try contracts and timber development make 
a "four-legged stool" supporting the corp
oration going into 1993, said corporation 
President Michael Brown. 

The previous few years have been rough for 
Chugach Alaska. The corporation took bank
ruptcy in 1991, owing more than $60 million 
to creditors. Its primary business ventures at 

the time included fish canneries in Cordova 
and Kodiak and a new sawmill in Seward. The 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989, which closed 
fishing and effectively shut down Chugach 
Alaska's canneries, accelerated the corp
oration's cash flow problems, according to 
corporation officials. The corporation's saw
mill -a nearly $30 million facility to produce 
finished lumber - opened summer 1990, a 
year late and more than $15 million over 
budget. It lost more than $3.5 million during 
its operation before shutting down in October 
1991. "Chugach Alaska Corp.'s other financial 
problems forced closure of the mill," asserts 
Brown. "The sawmill was a good idea in the 
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right place. And it will be viable if we bring 
in enough capital and managers with proven 
abilities." 

In july 1992, a federal court approved the 
corporation's bankruptcy plan, a complicated 
schedule of debt payments and sales of non
land assets such as its canneries. The 1 7-
month reorganization cost Chugach Alaska 
about $4 million in legal and administrative 
costs. In 1992, Chugach sold its Kodiak can
nery to Cook Inlet Processors for $1.5 million 
and was looking for a buyer for its Cordova 
plants. Through the 1980s, Chugach had 
become a major fish processor in south
central Alaska, and the closure of its plants in 
Cordova has distressed the town's fishermen. 

"This is the bankruptcy plan," says Brown, 
tapping an inch-thick document open on his 
desk in Anchorage. "I read it almost daily. We 
still owe a lot of money, but we have a 
business plan in place to allow us to repay 
debts over time.'' 

Brown, a life-long Alaskan and retired 
Navy officer, took the president's job in 
March 1992, replacing former President 
Michael Chittick who left in May 1991. Before 

Chief Peter Chimovitski stands with members of 
his family in front of what was probably his 
house at Nuchek. He wears a badge given him 
in 1896 by District Governor for Alaska james 
Sheakley, making him the first Native policeman 
of Prince William Sound. One of the small boys 
in front is his son and the other children are 
thought to be nieces and nephews. Chimovitski 
qied in 1929 and was buried in the village by his 
wife and son. They then moved to Cordova. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 



coming to Chugach, Brown headed a 
government contracting business, a joint 
venture with Arctic Slope Regional Corp. and 
the village corporation for Barrow. Brown 
helped start the business in 1982 and saw it 
grow to one of more than 700 employees with 
$50 million in contracts by 1992. Prior to 
1982, he was commanding officer of the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow. 

Brown says Chugach Alaska has just begun 
to tap the potential in contracting services 
to government and the oil industry. ln 
1989, Chugach's joint ventures included a 
catering business to feed oil spill workers. In 
1992, Chugach supplied about 40 workers 
to the Ship Escort and Recovery Vessel 
System, a branch of Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co. in Valdez. 

On the tourism side, Nuchek is one of 
several Native-owned places in Prince William 
Sound that Chugach Alaska wants to develop. 
Others include Shotgun Cove in Whittier and 
expanding summer accommodations into 
year-round ones on Growler Island near 
Columbia Glacier. Cultural resource manager 
johnson has spent the last decade document
ing hundreds of historic Native sites in Prince 
William Sound. His office at Chugach Alaska 
headquarters in Anchorage is filled with 
photographs and artifacts, like Russian-era 
bricks and trade beads. Nuchek's location and 
rich history make it a prime visitor destin
ation, johnson says. Such development could 
include a museum, restored fort, lodging and 
a dock where small recreational boats could 
refuel. He is trying to obtain grant money to 
begin restoration at Nuchek while at the same 
time getting the place designated a National 
Historical Landmark. 

At Whittier, the corporation owns Shotgun 
Cove and an adjacent 333-acre parcel. It is 
looking to join with a tour operator to build 
some type of lodge and boat docks. The 
corporation would like to see the state build 
a road between Whittier and Portage, on the 
Seward Highway, along a route now serviced 
only by the Alaska Railroad. 

Chugach Alaska also has been approached 
by tour companies wanting to build perma
nent lodging on Growler Island and elsewhere 
on its holdings in Prince William Sound. 
Since 1986, charter boat operator Stan 
Stephens has brought tourists to Growler, 
under permit from Chugach Alaska. His 
cruises bring visitors to the island for some 
combination of sightseeing, salmon bakes and 
overnight stays in wall tents; in 1992, his 
company brought about 16,000 people to 
Growler on day trips, plus another 1,000 who 
stayed overnight. Chugach's Brown said the 
corporation is considering proposals from 
several operators, including Stephens, who 
want to build permanent facilities. 

This 1890 engraving from The Graphic shows the 
village of Nuchek near the Russian trading post of 
Fort St. Constantine and Helen on Hinchinbraok 
Island. The fort was established in the 1 790s as 
Prince William Sound's first trading center. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 

While the corporation looks at the possibil
ities in tourism, it also plans to log some of 
its timbered lands. One area slated for logging 
is around Fish Bay, off Port Fidalgo in the 
eastern sound. Brown says the corporation 
might be interested in selling back some of its 
timbered property. "We're not interested in 
logging Prince William Sound for the sake of 
logging," said Brown, adding that overtures 
from conservation groups had not yet 
produced any substantive offers. 

Logging of Chugach Alaska land on 
Montague Island will probably begin May 
1993, said john Sturgeon, president of Koncor 
Forest Products Co. Koncor will cut Sitka 
spruce off Chugach Alaska's holdings at 
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The reopening expected in 7 99 3 of Chugach 
Alaska Corp.'s sawmill in Seward may trigger a 
boom in logging on Native lands in the sound. 
Current logging in the region includes operations 
on Eyak Corp. land near Cordova. These logs in 
Orca Inlet are awaiting shipment. Hawkins 
Island is in the background. (Alissa Crandall) 

Patton Bay on the island's east side, trucking 
the logs to another parcel of Chugach Alaska 
land at MacLeod Harbor on the west side for 
sorting and shipment. In 1992, Koncor was 
building a 34-mile road around the island's 
south end through U.S. Forest Service prop-
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erty to connect the harvest area and harbor. 
Except for Chugach Alaska's holdings on 
Montague, the remainder of the island is 
Chugach National Forest property on which 
no logging is currently allowed; the forest 
service's land use plan for Montague, 
Hinchinbrook and Hawkins islands goes into 
revision in 1995, at which time the issue of 
logging forest service lands will be recon
sidered, said forest supervisor Bruce VanZee. 

Koncor has also bought timber rights on 
Chugach Alaska land across the middle of 
Knight Island, and in late 1992 had begun the 
preliminaries for obtaining logging permits as 
required by various government agencies. 

In the meantime, Chugach Alaska is nego
tiating to reopen its Seward sawmill in a joint 
venture with a company that has proven 
expertise in mill management, Brown said. 
The corporation hopes to have the sawmill 
operating again by February 1993, he said. 
The mill can produce 80 million board feet 
with two shifts, and its finished lumber will 
be marketed in Alaska as well as to Japan. Logs 
to feed the mill will come from "all over," 
Brown said. Forestry experts predicted when 
the mill first opened that it would boost 
timber production on the Kenai Peninsula 
and on Native village corporations' lands 
around Prince William Sound. Chugach 
Alaska controls an estimated 1 billion board 
feet of lumber, enough to keep the mill 
operating at full capacity past the year 2,000. 
But its timber is scattered in remote parcels 
throughout its region as far east as Icy Bay on 
the Gulf of Alaska, making the timber 
expensive to harvest and transport to the mill 
at Seward. 

Chugach Alaska also includes the village 
corporations of Eyak, Chenega Bay and 
Tatitlek in Prince William Sound; the village 
corporations of Fort Graham and English Bay 
on the southern tip of the Kenai Peninsula; 
the Mount Marathon Native Association in 
Seward and the Valdez Native Association; 
and two non-profits, the Chugach Heritage 
Foundation and Chugachmiut. The non
profits administer a variety of federal and state 
health care and educational programs. The 
Chugach Heritage Foundation awards 
scholarships funded through the sale of 
posters and books, such as Chugach Legends, 
Stories and Photographs of the Chugach Region 
(1984). 
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Chugach Alaska: · 
Marketing an Ancient 
Heritage in a Modern World 

Years ago, Nuchek Island at the entrance 
to Prince William Sound flourished with 
activity, one of the busiest places in the 
region. The Chugach settled here because of 
the abundance of fish and sea mammals. 
Athabaskan Indians from the north and 
Tlingit Indians from the east met at Nuchek 
to trade and feast. The island's protected 
harbor, only a few miles off the open waters 
of the Gulf of Alaska at the western end of 
Hinchinbrook Island, made it a popular 
anchorage for foreign explorers. 

The Russians came hunting sea otters 
and around 1793 built Fort St. Constantine 
at Nuchek. Spiked wooden posts and nine 
cannons protected the Russian traders, while 
Natives lived outside the stockade in semi
subterranean barabaras. The Chugach at 
Nuchek adapted to Russian ways, adopted 
Russian religion and defended the Russians 
against Tlingit war parties. But Russian traders 
nearly wiped out the sea otters and deadly 
diseases brought by foreigners near.ly deci-
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mated the Natives. Nuchek's population 
dwindled, and those remaining gradually 
moved away, drawn to jobs in mining, 
logging and fish canneries elsewhere in the 
sound. The last family left Nuchek about 1930 
after Chief Peter Chimovitski died. Today 
decayed wooden posts from the fort and 
graveyard crosses are among the few material 
remains on Nuchek, although many Natives 
in Cordova, Tatitlek and Chenega Bay trace 
their ancestry to this place. 

john F.C. johnson, a Chimovitski descend
ant, wants to bring Nuchek into modern 
consciousness. As cultural resource manager 
for Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native regional 
corporation for Prince William Sound, 
johnson is in a good position to help this 
happen. He sees Nuchek busy once again, 
this time as a heritage center where today's 
Chugach people can go for cultural renewal 
and as a restored historic site for tourists off 
cruise ships and charter boats to visit. 

Courting tourists in Prince William Sound 

is a new area of emphasis for Chugach Alaska 
Corp., which in the past made fish processing 
and timber development its main businesses. 

Chugach Alaska, one of 12 Native regional 
corporations created in 1971 by the Alaska 

Chugach Alaska Corp., the regional corporation 
representing Natives of Prince William Sound 
and parts of the Kenai Peninsula, plans to further 
develop tourism on its lands in the sound, at 
places like Growler Island, shown here, in front 
of Columbia Glacier. Tour boat skipper Stan 
Stephens operates a camp on Growler, visited by 
more than 16,000 people on day trips in 1992. 
"Prince William Sound will not only be one of 
the better destinations in Alaska, but one of the 
most well known, " predicts Stephens, musing 
about the growth of tourism in a place loved for 
its remote, wilderness character. "We're getting 
to a point we're going to have to protect the 
sound from ourselves." (Alissa Crandall) 
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Native Claims Settlement Act, manages 
some 380,000 acres with timber, coal and 
mineral resources. About a third of its 1,900 
shareholders still live in the towns of Prince 
William Sound; the remainder live in 
Anchorage and outside the state. 

Tourism, government contracts, oil indus
try contracts and timber development make 
a "four-legged stool" supporting the corp
oration going into 1993, said corporation 
President Michael Brown. 

The previous few years have been rough for 
Chugach Alaska. The corporation took bank
ruptcy in 1991, owing more than $60 million 
to creditors. Its primary business ventures at 
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the time included fish canneries in Cordova 
and Kodiak and a new sawmill in Seward. The 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989, which closed 
fishing and effectively shut down Chugach 
Alaska's canneries, accelerated the corp
oration's cash flow problems, according to 
corporation officials. The corporation's saw
mill - a nearly $30 million facility to produce 
finished lumber - opened summer 1990, a 
year late and more than $15 million over 
budget. It lost more than $3.5 million during 
its operation before shutting down in October 
1991. "Chugach Alaska Corp.'s other financial 
problems forced closure of the mill," asserts 
Brown. "The sawmill was a good idea in the 

right place. And it will be viable if we bring 
in enough capital and managers with proven 
abilities." 

In july 1992, a federal court approved the 
corporation's bankruptcy plan, a complicated 
schedule of debt payments and sales of non
land assets such as its canneries. The 17-
month reorganization cost Chugach Alaska 
about $4 million in legal and administrative 
costs. In 1992, Chugach sold its Kodiak can
nery to Cook Inlet Processors for $1.5 million 
and was looking for a buyer for its Cordova 
plants. Through the 1980s, Chugach had 
become a major fish processor in south
central Alaska, and the closure of its plants in 
Cordova has distressed the town's fishermen. 

"This is the bankruptcy plan," says Brown, 
tapping an inch-thick document open on his 
desk in Anchorage. "1 read it almost daily. We 
still owe a lot of money, but we have a 
business plan in place to allow us to repay 
debts over time." 

Brown, a life-long Alaskan and retired 
Navy officer, took the president's job in 
March 1992, replacing former President 
Michael Chittick who left in May 1991. Before 

Chief Peter Chimovitski stands with members of 
his family in front of what was probably his 
house at Nuchek. He wears a badge given him 
in 1896 by District Governor for Alaska james 
Sheakley, making him the first Native policeman 
of Prince William Sound. One of the small boys 
in front is his son and the other children are 
thought to be nieces and nephews. Chimovitski 
died in 1929 and was buried in the village by his 
wife and son. They then moved to Cordova. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 
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coming to Chugach, Brown headed a 
government contracting business, a joint 
venture with Arctic Slope Regional Corp. and 
the village corporation for Barrow. Brown 
helped start the business in 1982 and saw it 
grow to one of more than 700 employees with 
$50 million in contracts by 1992. Prior to 
1982, he was commanding officer of the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow. 

Brown says Chugach Alaska has just begun 
to tap the potential in contracting services 
to government and the oil industry. In 
1989, Chugach's joint ventures included a 
catering business to feed oil spill workers. In 
1992, Chugach supplied about 40 workers 
to the Ship Escort and Recovery Vessel 
System, a branch of Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co. in Valdez. 

On the tourism side, Nuchek is one of 
several Native-owned places in Prince William 
Sound that Chugach Alaska wants to develop. 
Others include Shotgun Cove in Whittier and 
expanding summer accommodations into 
year-round ones on Growler Island near 
Columbia Glacier. Cultural resource manager 
Johnson has spent the last decade document
ing hundreds of historic Native sites in Prince 
William Sound. His office at Chugach Alaska 
headquarters in Anchorage is filled with 
photographs and artifacts, like Russian-era 
bricks and trade beads. Nuchek's location and 
rich history make it a prime visitor destin
ation, Johnson says. Such development could 
include a museum, restored fort, lodging and 
a dock where small recreational boats could 
refuel. He is trying to obtain grant money to 
begin restoration at Nuchek while at the same 
time getting the place designated a National 
Historical Landmark. 

At Whittier, the corporation owns Shotgun 
Cove and an adjacent 333-acre parcel. It is 
looking to join with a tour operator to build 
some type of lodge and boat docks. The 
corporation would like to see the state build 
a road between Whittier and Portage, on the 
Seward Highway, along a route now serviced 
only by the Alaska Railroad. 

Chugach Alaska also has been approached 
by tour companies wanting to build perma
nent lodging on Growler Island and elsewhere 
on its holdings in Prince William Sound. 
Since 1986, charter boat operator Stan 
Stephens has brought tourists to Growler, 
under permit from Chugach Alaska. His 
cruises bring visitors to the island for some 
combination of sightseeing, salmon bakes and 
overnight stays in wall tents; in 1992, his 
company brought about 16,000 people to 
Growler on day trips, plus another 1,000 who 
stayed overnight. Chugach's Brown said the 
corporation is considering proposals from 
several operators, including Stephens, who 
want to build permanent facilities. 

This 1890 engraving from The Graphic shows the 
village of Nuchek near the Russian trading post of 
Fort St. Constantine and Helen on Hinchinbrook 
Island. The fort was established in the 1 790s as 
Prince William Sound's first trading center. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 

While the corporation looks at the possibil
ities in tourism, it also plans to log some of 
its timbered lands. One area slated for logging 
is around Fish Bay, off Port Fidalgo in the 
eastern sound. Brown says the corporation 
might be interested in selling back some of its 
timbered property. "We're not interested in 
logging Prince William Sound for the sake of 
logging," said Brown, adding that overtures 
from conservation groups had not yet 
produced any substantive offers. 

Logging of Chugach Alaska land on 
Montague Island will probably begin May 
1993, said John Sturgeon, president of Koncor 
Forest Products Co. Koncor will cut Sitka 
spruce off Chugach Alaska's holdings at 
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The reopening expected in 1993 of Chugach 
Alaska Corp.'s sawmill in Seward may trigger a 
boom in logging on Native lands in the sound. 
Current logging in the region includes operations 
on Eyak Corp. land near Cordova. These logs in 
Orca Inlet are awaiting shipment. Hawkins 
Island is in the background. (Alissa Crandall) 

Patton Bay on the island's east side, trucking 
the logs to another parcel of Chugach Alaska 
land at MacLeod Harbor on the west side for 
sorting and shipment. In 1992, Koncor was 
building a 34-mile road around the island's 
south end through U.S. Forest Service prop-
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erty to connect the harvest area and harbor. 
Except for Chugach Alaska's holdings on 
Montague, the remainder of the island is 
Chugach National Forest property on which 
no logging is currently allowed; the forest 
service's land use plan for Montague, 
Hinchinbrook and Hawkins islands goes into 
revision in 1995, at which time the issue of 
logging forest service lands will be recon
sidered, said forest supervisor Bruce VanZee. 

Koncor has also bought timber rights on 
Chugach Alaska land across the middle of 
Knight Island, and in late 1992 had begun the 
preliminaries for obtaining logging permits as 
required by various government agencies. 

In the meantime, Chugach Alaska is nego
tiating to reopen its Seward sawmill in a joint 
venture with a company that has proven 
expertise in mill management, Brown said. 
The corporation hopes to have the sawmill 
operating again by February 1993, he said. 
The mill can produce 80 million board feet 
with two shifts, and its finished lumber will 
be marketed in Alaska as well as to Japan. Logs 
to feed the mill will come from "all over," 
Brown said. Forestry experts predicted when 
the mill first opened that it would boost 
timber production on the Kenai Peninsula 
and on Native village corporations' lands 
around Prince William Sound. Chugach 
Alaska controls an estimated 1 billion board 
feet of lumber, enough to keep the mill 
operating at full capacity past the year 2,000. 
But its timber is scattered in remote parcels 
throughout its region as far east as Icy Bay on 
the Gulf of Alaska, making the timber 
expensive to harvest and transport to the mill 
at Seward. 

Chugach Alaska also includes the village 
corporations of Eyak, Chenega Bay and 
Tatitlek in Prince William Sound; the village 
corporations of Fort Graham and English Bay 
on the southern tip of the Kenai Peninsula; 
the Mount Marathon Native Association in 
Seward and the Valdez Native Association; 
and two non-profits, the Chugach Heritage 
Foundation and Chugachmiut. The non
profits administer a variety of federal and state 
health care and educational programs. The 
Chugach Heritage Foundation awards 
scholarships funded through the sale of 
posters and books, such as Chugach Legends, 
Stories and Photographs of the Chugach Region 
(1984). 
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Chugach Alaska: 
Marketing an Ancient 
Heritage in a Modern World 

Years ago, Nuchek Island at the entrance 
to Prince William Sound flourished with 
activity, one of the busiest places in the 
region. The Chugach settled here because of 
the abundance of fish and sea mammals. 
Athabaskan Indians from the north and 
Tlingit Indians from the east met at Nuchek 
to trade and feast. The island's protected 
harbor, only a few miles off the open waters 
of the Gulf of Alaska at the western end of 
Hinchinbrook Island, made it a popular 
anchorage for foreign explorers. 

The Russians came hunting sea otters 
and around 1793 built Fort St. Constantine 
at Nuchek. Spiked wooden posts and nine 
cannons protected the Russian traders, while 
Natives lived outside the stockade in semi
subterranean barabaras. The Chugach at 
Nuchek adapted to Russian ways, adopted 
Russian religion and defended the Russians 
against Tlingit war parties. But Russian traders 
nearly wiped out the sea otters and deadly 
diseases brought by foreigners near~y deci-
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mated the Natives. Nuchek's population 
dwindled, and those remaining gradually 
moved away, drawn to jobs in mining, 
logging and fish canneries elsewhere in the 
sound. The last family left Nuchek about 1930 
after Chief Peter Chimovitski died. Today 
decayed wooden posts from the fort and 
graveyard crosses are among the few material 
remains on Nuchek, although many Natives 
in Cordova, Tatitlek and Chenega Bay trace 
their ancestry to this place. 

John F.C. Johnson, a Chimovitski descend
ant, wants to bring Nuchek into modern 
consciousness. As cultural resource manager 
for Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native regional 
corporation for Prince William Sound, 
Johnson is in a good position to help this 
happen. He sees Nuchek busy once again, 
this time as a heritage center where today's 
Chugach people can go for cultural renewal 
and as a restored historic site for tourists off 
cruise ships and charter boats to visit. 

Courting tourists in Prince William Sound 

is a new area of emphasis for Chugach Alaska 
Corp., which in the past made fish processing 
and timber development its main businesses. 

Chugach Alaska, one of 12 Native regional 
corporations created in 1971 by the Alaska 

Chugach Alaska Corp., the regional corporation 
representing Natives of Prince William Sound 
and parts of the Kenai Peninsula, plans to further 
develop tourism on its lands in the sound, at 
places like Growler Island, shown here, in front 
of Columbia Glacier. Tour boat skipper Stan 
Stephens operates a camp on Growler, visited by 
more than 16,000 people on day trips in 1992. 
"Prince William Sound will not only be one of 
the better destinations in Alaska, but one of the 
most well known," predicts Stephens, musing 
about the growth of tourism in a place loved for 
its remote, wilderness character. "We're getting 
to a point we're going to have to protect the 
sound from ourselves." (Alissa Crandall) 
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Native Claims Settlement Act, manages 
some 380,000 acres with timber, coal and 
mineral resources. About a third of its 1,900 
shareholders still live in the towns of Prince 
William Sound; the remainder live in 
Anchorage and outside the state. 

Tourism, government contracts, oil indus
try contracts and timber development make 
a "four-legged stool" supporting the corp
oration going into 1993, said corporation 
President Michael Brown. 

The previous few years have been rough for 
Chugach Alaska. The corporation took bank
ruptcy in 1991, owing more than $60 million 
to creditors. Its primary business ventures at 
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the time included fish canneries in Cordova 
and Kodiak and a new sawmill in Seward. The 
Exxv11 Valdez oil spill in 1989, which closed 
fishing and effectively shut down Chugach 
Alaska's canneries, accelerated the corp
oration's cash flow problems, according to 
corporation officials. The corporation's saw
mill -a nearly $30 million facility to produce 
finished lumber - opened summer 1990, a 
year late and more than $15 million over 
budget. It lost more than $3.5 million during 
its operation before shutting down in October 
1991. "Chugach Alaska Corp.'s other financial 
problems forced closure of the mill," asserts 
Brown. "The sawmill was a good idea in the 

right place. And it will be viable if we bring 
in enough capital and managers with proven 
abilities." 

In July 1992, a federal court approved the 
corporation's bankruptcy plan, a complicated 
schedule of debt payments and sales of non
land assets such as its canneries. The 17-
month reorganization cost Chugach Alaska 
about $4 million in legal and administrative 
costs. In 1992, Chugach sold its Kodiak can
nery to Cook Inlet Processors for $1.5 million 
and was looking for a buyer for its Cordova 
plants. Through the 1980s, Chugach had 
become a major fish processor in south
central Alaska, and the closure of its plants in 
Cordova has distressed the town's fishermen. 

"This is the bankruptcy plan," says Brown, 
tapping an inch-thick document open on his 
desk in Anchorage. "I read it almost daily. We 
still owe a lot of money, hut we have a 
business plan in place to allow us to repay 
debts over time." 

Brown, a life-long Alaskan and retired 
Navy officer, took the president's job in 
March 1992, replacing former President 
Michael Chittick who left in May 1991. Before 

Chief Peter Chimovitski stands with members of 
his family in front of what was probably his 
house at Nuchek. He wears a badge given him 
in 1896 by District Governor for Alaska james 
Sheakley, making him the first Native policeman 
of Prince William Sound. One of the small boys 
in front is his son and the other children are 
thought to be nieces and nephews. Chimovitski 
qied in 1929 and was buried in the village by his 
wife and son. They then moved to Cordova. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 
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coming to Chugach, Brown headed a 
government contracting business, a joint 
venture with Arctic Slope Regional Corp. and 
the village corporation for Barrow. Brown 
helped start the business in 1982 and saw it 
grow to one of more than 700 employees with 
$50 million in contracts by 1992. Prior to 
1982, he was commanding officer of the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow. 

Brown says Chugach Alaska has just begun 
to tap the potential in contracting services 
to government and the oil industry. In 
1989, Chugach's joint ventures included a 
catering business to feed oil spill workers. In 
1992, Chugach supplied about 40 workers 
to the Ship Escort and Recovery Vessel 
System, a branch of Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co. in Valdez. 

On the tourism side, Nuchek is one of 
several Native-owned places in Prince William 
Sound that Chugach Alaska wants to develop. 
Others include Shotgun Cove in Whittier and 
expanding summer accommodations into 
year-round ones on Growler Island near 
Columbia Glacier. Cultural resource manager 
Johnson has spent the last decade document
ing hundreds of historic Native sites in Prince 
William Sound. His office at Chugach Alaska 
headquarters in Anchorage is filled with 
photographs and artifacts, like Russian-era 
bricks and trade beads. Nuchek's location and 
rich history make it a prime visitor destin
ation, Johnson says. Such development could 
include a museum, restored fort, lodging and 
a dock where small recreational boats could 
refuel. He is trying to obtain grant money to 
begin restoration at Nuchek while at the same 
time getting the place designated a National 
Historical Landmark. 

At Whittier, the corporation owns Shotgun 
Cove and an adjacent 333-acre parcel. It is 
looking to join with a tour operator to build 
some type of lodge and boat docks. The 
corporation would like to see the state build 
a road between Whittier and Portage, on the 
Seward Highway, along a route now serviced 
only by the Alaska Railroad. 

Chugach Alaska also has been approached 
by tour companies wanting to build perma
nent lodging on Growler Island and elsewhere 
on its holdings in Prince William Sound. 
Since 1986, charter boat operator Stan 
Stephens has brought tourists to Growler, 
under permit from Chugach Alaska. His 
cruises bring visitors to the island for some 
combination of sightseeing, salmon bakes and 
overnight stays in wall tents; in 1992, his 
company brought about 16,000 people to 
Growler on day trips, plus another 1,000 who 
stayed overnight. Chugach's Brown said the 
corporation is considering proposals from 
several operators, including Stephens, who 
want to build permanent facilities. 

This 1890 engraving from The Graphic shows the 
village of Nuchek near the Russian trading post of 
Fort St. Constantine and Helen on Hinchinbrook 
Island. The fort was established in the 1 790s as 
Prince William Sound's first trading center. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 

While the corporation looks at the possibil
ities in tourism, it also plans to log some of 
its timbered lands. One area slated for logging 
is around Fish Bay, off Port Fidalgo in the 
eastern sound. Brown says the corporation 
might be interested in selling back some of its 
timbered property. "We're not interested in 
logging Prince William Sound for the sake of 
logging," said Brown, adding that overtures 
from conservation groups had not yet 
produced any substantive offers. 

Logging of Chugach Alaska land on 
Montague Island will probably begin May 
1993, said John Sturgeon, president of Koncor 
Forest Products Co. Koncor will cut Sitka 
spruce off Chugach Alaska's holdings at 
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The reopening expected in 7 993 of Chugach 
Alaska Corp.'s sawmill in Seward may trigger a 
boom in logging on Native lands in the sound. 
Current logging in the region includes operations 
on Eyak Corp. land near Cordova. These logs in 
Orca Inlet are awaiting shipment. Hawkins 
Island is in the background. (Alissa Crandall) 

Patton Bay on the island's east side, trucking 
the logs to another parcel of Chugach Alaska 
land at MacLeod Harbor on the west side for 
sorting and shipment. In 1992, Koncor was 
building a 34-mile road around the island's 
south end through U.S. Forest Service prop-
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erty to connect the harvest area and harbor. 
Except for Chugach Alaska's holdings on 
Montague, the remainder of the island is 
Chugach National Forest property on which 
no logging is currently allowed; the forest 
service's land use plan for Montague, 
Hinchinbrook and Hawkins islands goes into 
revision in 1995, at which time the issue of 
logging forest service lands will be recon
sidered, said forest supervisor Bruce VanZee. 

Koncor has also bought timber rights on 
Chugach Alaska land across the middle of 
Knight Island, and in late 1992 had begun the 
preliminaries for obtaining logging permits as 
required by various government agencies. 

In the meantime, Chugach Alaska is nego
tiating to reopen its Seward sawmill in a joint 
venture with a company that has proven 
expertise in mill management, Brown said. 
The corporation hopes to have the sawmill 
operating again by February 1993, he said. 
The mill can produce 80 million board feet 
with two shifts, and its finished lumber will 
be marketed in Alaska as well as to Japan. Logs 
to feed the mill will come from "all over," 
Brown said. Forestry experts predicted when 
the mill first opened that it would boost 
timber production on the Kenai Peninsula 
and on Native village corporations' lands 
around Prince William Sound. Chugach 
Alaska controls an estimated 1 billion board 
feet of lumber, enough to keep the mill 
operating at full capacity past the year 2,000. 
But its timber is scattered in remote parcels 
throughout its region as far east as Icy Bay on 
the Gulf of Alaska, making the timber 
expensive to harvest and transport to the mill 
at Seward. 

Chugach Alaska also includes the village 
corporations of Eyak, Chenega Bay and 
Tatitlek in Prince William Sound; the village 
corporations of Fort Graham and English Bay 
on the southern tip of the Kenai Peninsula; 
the Mount Marathon Native Association in 
Seward and the Valdez Native Association; 
and two non-profits, the Chugach Heritage 
Foundation and Chugachmiut. The non
profits administer a variety of federal and state 
health care and educational programs. The 
Chugach Heritage Foundation awards 
scholarships funded through the sale of 
posters and books, such as Chugach Legends, 
Stories and Photographs of the Chugach Region 
(1984). 



CHUGACH 
ALASKA 
CORPORATION 

EHHon Ualdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 II G II Street 
Rnchorage, Rlaska 
99501 

RE: Project 920615298-17 (Nuchek Heritage I nterpretiue Center) 

To: Trustee Council Members: 

Enclosed is the latest copy of the March 1993 Rlaska Geographic 
magazine which is called II Prince William Sound II. Page 88 of this 
book describes the efforts Chugach Rlaska Corporation is making 
towards the Nuchek Heritage I nterpretiue Center. 

If you haue any questions or concerns for this project please 
contact me. I understand that March 29, 1993 will be the neHt 
meeting of the Council, if there is an interest in discussing this 
project at that time I would be more than happy to giue a 
presentation. 

Thank you for your consideration of Project # 92061 5298-17. 

Sincerely, 

John F. C. Joh on 
Cultural Resource Manager 
Chugach Rlaska Corporation 

560 E. 34th Avenue, Suite 200 Anchorage, AK 99503-4196 
(907) 563-8866 Fax (907) 563-8402 





Chugach Alaska: 
Marketing an Ancient 
Heritage in a Modern World 

Years ago, Nuchek Island at the entrance 
to Prince William Sound flourished with 
activity, one of the busiest places in the 
region. The Chugach settled here because of 
the abundance of fish and sea mammals. 
Athabaskan Indians from the north and 
Tlingit Indians from the east met at Nuchek 
to trade and feast. The island's protected 
harbor, only a few miles off the open waters 
of the Gulf of Alaska at the western end of 
Hinchinbrook Island, made it a popular 
anchorage for foreign explorers. 

The Russians came hunting sea otters 
and around 1793 built Fort St. Constantine 
at Nuchek. Spiked wooden posts and nine 
cannons protected the Russian traders, while 
Natives lived outside the stockade in semi
subterranean barabaras. The Chugach at 
Nuchek adapted to Russian ways, adopted 
Russian religion and defended the Russians 
against Tlingit war parties. But Russian traders 
nearly wiped out the sea otters and deadly 
diseases brought by foreigners near~y deci-
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mated the Natives. Nuchek's population 
dwindled, and those remaining gradually 
moved away, drawn to jobs in mining, 
logging and fish canneries elsewhere in the 
sound. The last family left Nuchek about 1930 
after Chief Peter Chimovitski died. Today 
decayed wooden posts from the fort and 
graveyard crosses are among the few material 
remains on Nuchek, although many Natives 
in Cordova, Tatitlek and Chenega Bay trace 
their ancestry to this place. 

john F.C. johnson, a Chimovitski descend
ant, wants to bring Nuchek into modern 
consciousness. As cultural resource manager 
for Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native regional 
corporation for Prince William Sound, 
Johnson is in a good position to help this 
happen. He sees Nuchek busy once again, 
this time as a heritage center where today's 
Chugach people can go for cultural renewal 
and as a restored historic site for tourists off 
cruise ships and charter boats to visit. 

Courting tourists in Prince William Sound 

is a new area of emphasis for Chugach Alaska 
Corp., which in the past made fish processing 
and timber development its main businesses. 

Chugach Alaska, one of 12 Native regional 
corporations created in 1971 by the Alaska 

Chugach Alaska Corp., the regional corporation 
representing Natives of Prince William Sound 
and parts of the Kenai Peninsula, plans to further 
develop tourism on its lands in the sound, at 
places like Growler Island, shown here, in front 
of Columbia Glacier. Tour boat skipper Stan 
Stephens operates a camp on Growler, visited by 
more than 16,000 people on day trips in 7992. 
"Prince William Sound will not only be one of 
the better destinations in Alaska, but one of the 
most well known," predicts Stephens, musing 
about the growth of tourism in a place loved for 
its remote, wilderness character. "We're getting 
to a point we're going to have to protect the 
sound from ourselves." (Alissa Crandall) 
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Native Claims Settlement Act, manages 
some 380,000 acres with timber, coal and 
mineral resources. About a third of its 1,900 
shareholders still live in the towns of Prince 
William Sound; the remainder live in 
Anchorage and outside the state. 

Tourism, government contracts, oil indus
try contracts and timber development make 
a "four-legged stool" supporting the corp
oration going into 1993, said corporation 
President Michael Brown. 

The previous few years have been rough for 
Chugach Alaska. The corporation took bank
ruptcy in 1991, owing more than $60 million 
to creditors. Its primary business ventures at 
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the time included fish canneries in Cordova 
and Kodiak and a new sawmill in Seward. The 
Exxon Valdez oil spill in 1989, which closed 
fishing and effectively shut down Chugach 
Alaska's canneries, accelerated the corp
oration's cash flow problems, according to 
corporation officials. The corporation's saw
mill- a nearly $30 million facility to produce 
finished lumber - opened summer 1990, a 
year late and more than $15 million over 
budget. It lost more than $3.5 million during 
its operation before shutting down in October 
1991. "Chugach Alaska Corp.'s other financial 
problems forced closure of the mill," asserts 
Brown. "The sawmill was a good idea in the 

right place. And it will be viable if we bring 
in enough capital and managers with proven 
abilities." 

In July 1992, a federal court approved the 
corporation's bankruptcy plan, a complicated 
schedule of debt payments and sales of non
land assets such as its canneries. The 17-
month reorganization cost Chugach Alaska 
about $4 million in legal and administrative 
costs. In 1992, Chugach sold its Kodiak can
nery to Cook Inlet Processors for $1.5 million 
and was looking for a buyer for its Cordova 
plants. Through the 1980s, Chugach had 
become a major fish processor in south
central Alaska, and the closure of its plants in 
Cordova has distressed the town's fishermen. 

"This is the bankruptcy plan," says Brown, 
tapping an inch-thick document open on his 
desk in Anchorage. "I read it almost daily. We 
still owe a lot of money, but we have a 
business plan in place to allow us to repay 
debts over time." 

Brown, a life-long Alaskan and retired 
Navy officer, took the president's job in 
March 1992, replacing former President 
Michael Chittick who left in May 1991. Before 

Chief Peter Chimovitski stands with members of 
his family in front of what was probably his 
house at Nuchek. He wears a badge given him 
in 1896 by District Governor for Alaska james 
Sheakley, making him the first Native policeman 
of Prince William Sound. One of the small boys 
in front is · his son and the other children are 
thought to be nieces and nephews. Chimovitski 
died in 1929 and was buried in the village by his 
wife and son. They then moved to Cordova. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 



coming to Chugach, Brown headed a 
government contracting business, a joint 
venture with Arctic Slope Regional Corp. and 
the village corporation for Barrow. Brown 
helped start the business in 1982 and saw it 
grow to one of more than 700 employees with 
$50 million in contracts by 1992. Prior to 
1982, he was commanding officer of the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow. 

Brown says Chugach Alaska has just begun 
to tap the potential in contracting services 
to government and the oil industry. In 
1989, Chugach's joint ventures included a 
catering business to feed oil spill workers. In 
1992, Chugach supplied about 40 workers 
to the Ship Escort and Recovery Vessel 
System, a branch of Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co. in Valdez. 

On the tourism side, Nuchek is one of 
several Native-owned places in Prince William 
Sound that Chugach Alaska wants to develop. 
Others include Shotgun Cove in Whittier and 
expanding summer accommodations into 
year-round ones on Growler Island near 
Columbia Glacier. Cultural resource manager 
Johnson has spent the last decade document
ing hundreds of historic Native sites in Prince 
William Sound. His office at Chugach Alaska 
headquarters in Anchorage is filled with 
photographs and artifacts, like Russian-era 
bricks and trade beads. Nuchek's location and 
rich history make it a prime visitor destin
ation, Johnson says. Such development could 
include a museum, restored fort, lodging and 
a. dock where small recreational boats could 
refuel. He is trying to obtain grant money to 
begin restoration at Nuchek while at the same 
time getting the place designated a National 
Historical Landmark. 

At Whittier, the corporation owns Shotgun 
Cove and an adjacent 333-acre parcel. It is 
looking to join with a tour operator to build 
some type of lodge and boat docks. The 
corporation would like to see the state build 
a road between Whittier and Portage, on the 
Seward Highway, along a route now serviced 
only by the Alaska Railroad. 

Chugach Alaska also has been approached 
by tour companies wanting to build perma
nent lodging on Growler Island and elsewhere 
on its holdings in Prince William Sound. 
Since 1986, charter boat operator Stan 
Stephens has brought tourists to Growler, 
under permit from Chugach Alaska. His 
cruises bring visitors to the island for some 
combination of sightseeing, salmon bakes and 
overnight stays in wall tents; in 1992, his 
company brought about 16,000 people to 
Growler on day trips, plus another 1,000 who 
stayed overnight. Chugach's Brown said the 
corporation is considering proposals from 
several operators, including Stephens, who 
want to build permanent facilities. 

This 7 890 engraving from The Graphic shows the 
village of Nuchek near the Russian trading post of 
Fort St. Constantine and Helen on Hinchinbrook 
Island. The fort was established in the 7 790s as 
Prince William Sound's first trading center. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 

While the corporation looks at the possibil
ities in tourism, it also plans to log some of 
its timbered lands. One area slated for logging 
is around Fish Bay, off Port Fidalgo in the 
eastern sound. Brown says the corporation 
might be interested in selling back some of its 
timbered property. "We're not interested in 
logging Prince William Sound for the sake of 
logging," said Brown, adding that overtures 
from conservation groups had not yet 
produced any substantive offers. 

Logging of Chugach Alaska land on 
Montague Island will probably begin May 
1993, said John Sturgeon, president of Koncor 
Forest Products Co. Koncor will cut Sitka 
spruce off Chugach Alaska's holdings at 
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The reopening expected in 1993 of Chugach 
Alaska Corp.'s sawmill in Seward may trigger a 
boom in logging on Native lands in the sound. 
Current logging in the region includes operations 
on Eyak Corp. land near Cordova. These logs in 
Orca Inlet are awaiting shipment. Hawkins 
Island is in the background. (Alissa Crandall) 

Patton Bay on the island's east side, trucking 
the logs to another parcel of Chugach Alaska 
land at MacLeod Harbor on the west side for 
sorting and shipment. In 1992, Koncor was 
building a 34-mile road around the island's 
south end through U.S. Forest Service prop-
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erty to connect the harvest area and harbor. 
Except for Chugach Alaska's holdings on 
Montague, the remainder of the island is 
Chugach National Forest property on which 
no logging is currently allowed; the forest 
service's land use plan for Montague, 
Hinchinbrook and Hawkins islands goes into 
revision in 1995, at which time the issue of 
logging forest service lands will be recon
sidered, said forest supervisor Bruce VanZee. 

Koncor has also bought timber rights on 
Chugach Alaska land across the middle of 
Knight Island, and in late 1992 had begun the 
preliminaries for obtaining logging permits as 
required by various government agencies. 

In the meantime, Chugach Alaska is nego
tiating to reopen its Seward sawmill in a. joint 
venture with a company that has proven 
expertise in mill management, Brown said. 
The corporation hopes to have the sawmill 
operating again by February 1993, he said. 
The mill can produce 80 million board feet 
with two shifts, and its finished lumber will 
be marketed in Alaska as well as to Japan. Logs 
to feed the mill will come from "all over," 
Brown said. Forestry experts predicted when 
the mill first opened that it would boost 
timber production on the Kenai Peninsula 
and on Native village corporations' lands 
around Prince William Sound. Chugach 
Alaska controls an estimated 1 billion board 
feet of lumber, enough to keep the mill 
operating at full capacity past the year 2,000. 
But its timber is scattered in remote parcels 
throughout its region as far east as Icy Bay on 
the Gulf of Alaska, making the timber 
expensive to harvest and transport to the mill 
at Seward. 

Chugach Alaska also includes the village 
corporations of Eyak, Chenega Bay and 
Tatitlek in Prince William Sound; the village 
corporations of Fort Graham and English Bay 
on the southern tip of the Kenai Peninsula; 
the Mount Marathon Native Association in 
Seward and the Valdez Native Association; 
and two non-profits, the Chugach Heritage 
Foundation and Chugachmiut. The non
profits administer a variety of federal and state 
health care and educational programs. The 
Chugach Heritage Foundation awards 
scholarships funded through the sale of 
posters and books, such as Chugach Legends, 
Stories and Photographs of the Chugach Region 
(1984). 



March 19, 1993 

EHHon Uoldez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 II G II Street 
Anchorage, Rlosko 
99501 
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HE: Project 920615298-17 (Nuchek Heritage lnterpretiue Center) 

To: Trustee Council Members: 

Enclosed is the latest copy of the March 1993 Rlosko Geographic 
magazine which is called II Prince William Sound II. Page 88 of this 
book describes the efforts Chugach Rlosko Corporation is making 
towards the Nuchek Heritage lnterpretiue Center. 

If you houe any questions or concerns for this project please 
contact me. I understand that March 29, 1993 will be the neHt 
meeting of the Council, if there is on interest in discussing this 
project at that time I would be more than happy to giue o 
presentation. 

Thank you for your consideration of Project # 920615298-17. 

John F. C. nson 
Cultural Resource Manager 
Chugach Rlosko Corporation 

560 E. 34th Avenue, Suite 200 Anchorage, AK 99503-4196 
(907) 563-8866 Fax (907) 563-8402 





Chugach Alaska: 
Marketing an Ancient 
Heritage in a Modern World 

Years ago, Nuchek Island at the entrance 
to Prince William Sound flourished with 
activity, one of the busiest places in the 
region. The Chugach settled here because of 
the abundance of fish and sea mammals. 
Athabaskan Indians from the north and 
Tlingit Indians from the east met at Nuchek 
to trade and feast. The island's protected 
harbor, only a few miles off the open waters 
of the Gulf of Alaska at the western end of 
Hinchinbrook Island, made it a popular 
anchorage for foreign explorers. 

The Russians came hunting sea otters 
and around 1793 built Fort St. Constantine 
at Nuchek. Spiked wooden posts and nine 
cannons protected the Russian traders, while 
Natives lived outside the stockade in semi
subterranean barabaras. The Chugach at 
Nuchek adapted to Russian ways, adopted 
Russian religion and defended the Russians 
against Tiingit war parties. But Russian traders 
nearly wiped out the sea otters and deadly 
diseases brought by foreigners near.ly deci-
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mated the Natives. Nuchek's population 
dwindled, and those remaining gradually 
moved away, drawn to jobs in mining, 
logging and fish canneries elsewhere in the 
sound. The last family left Nuchek about 1930 
after Chief Peter Chimovitski died. Today 
decayed wooden posts from the fort and 
graveyard crosses are among the few material 
remains on Nuchek, although many Natives 
in Cordova, Tatitlek and Chenega Bay trace 
their ancestry to this place. 

John F. C. Johnson, a Chimovitski descend
ant, wants to bring Nuchek into modem 
consciousness. As cultural resource manager 
for Chugach Alaska Corp., the Native regional 
corporation for Prince William Sound, 
Johnson is in a good position to help this 
happen. He sees Nuchek busy once again, 
this time as a heritage center where today's 
Chugach people can go for cultural renewal 
and as a restored historic site for tourists off 
cruise ships and charter boats to visit. 

Courting tourists in Prince William Sound 

is a new area of emphasis for Chugach Alaska 
Corp., which in the past made fish processing 
and timber development its main businesses. 

Chugach Alaska, one of 12 Native regional 
corporations created in 1971 by the Alaska 

Chugach Alaska Corp., the regional corporation 
representing Natives of Prince William Sound 
and parts of the Kenai Peninsula, plans to further 
develop tourism on its lands in the sound, at 
places like Growler Island, shown here, in front 
of Columbia Glacier. Tour boat skipper Stan 
Stephens operates a camp on Growler, visited by 
more than 16,000 people on day trips in 7992. 
"Prince William Sound will not only be one of 
the better destinations in Alaska, but one of the 
most well known, " predicts Stephens, musing 
about the growth of tourism in a place loved for 
its remote, wilderness character. "We're getting 
to a point we're going to have to protect the 
sound from ourselves." (Alissa Crandall) 
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Native Claims Settlement Act, manages 
some 380,000 acres with timber, coal and 
mineral resources. About a third of its 1,900 
shareholders still live in the towns of Prince 
William Sound; the remainder live in 
Anchorage and outside the state. 

Tourism, government contracts, oil indus
try contracts and timber development make 
a "four-legged stool" supporting the corp
oration going into 1993, said corporation 
President Michael Brown. 

The previous few years have been rough for 
Chugach Alaska. The corporation took bank
ruptcy in 1991, owing more than $60 million 
to creditors. Its primary business ventures at 
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the time included fish canneries in Cordova 
and Kodiak and a new sawmill in Seward. The 
Exxvu Valdez oil spill in 1989, which closed 
fishing and effectively shut down Chugach 
Alaska's canneries, accelerated the corp
oration's cash flow problems, according to 
corporation officials. The corporation's saw
mill - a nearly $30 million facility to produce 
finished lumber - opened summer 1990, a 
year late and more than $15 million over 
budget. It lost more than $3.5 million during 
its operation before shutting down in October 
1991. "Chugach Alaska Corp.'s other financial 
problems forced closure of the mill," asserts 
Brown. "The sawmill was a good idea in the 

right place. And it will be viable if we bring 
in enough capital and managers with proven 
abilities." 

In July 1992, a federal court approved the 
corporation's bankruptcy plan, a complicated 
schedule of debt payments and sales of non
land assets such as its canneries. The 17-
month reorganization cost Chugach Alaska 
about $4 million in legal and administrative 
costs. In 1992, Chugach sold its Kodiak can
nery to Cook Inlet Processors for $1.5 million 
and was looking for a buyer for its Cordova 
plants. Through the 1980s, Chugach had 
become a major fish processor in south
central Alaska, and the closure of its plants in 
Cordova has distressed the town's fishermen. 

"This is the bankruptcy plan," says Brown, 
tapping an inch-thick document open on his 
desk in Anchorage. "I read it almost daily. We 
still owe a lot of money, but we have a 
business plan in place to allow us to repay 
debts over time." 

Brown, a life-long Alaskan and retired 
Navy officer, took the president's job in 
March 1992, replacing former President 
Michael Chittick who left in May 1991. Before 

Chief Peter Chimovitski stands with members of 
his family in front of what was probably his 
house at Nuchek. He wears a badge given him 
in 1896 by District Governor for Alaska james 
Sheakley, making him the first Native policeman 
of Prince William Sound. One of the small boys 
in front is his son and the other children are 
thought to be nieces and nephews. Chimovitski 
died in 1929 and was buried in the village by his 
wife and son. They then moved to Cordova. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 



coming to · Chugach, Brown headed a 
government contracting business, a joint 
venture with Arctic Slope Regional Corp. and 
the village corporation for Barrow. Brown 
helped start the business in 1982 and saw it 
grow to one of more than 700 employees with 
$50 million in contracts by 1992. Prior to 
1982, he was commanding officer of the 
Naval Arctic Research Laboratory in Barrow. 

Brown says Chugach Alaska has just begun 
to tap the potential in contracting services 
to government and the oil industry. In 
1989, Chugach's joint ventures included a 
catering business to feed oil spill workers. In 
1992, Chugach supplied about 40 workers 
to the Ship Escort and Recovery Vessel 
System, a branch of Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co. in Valdez. 

On the tourism side, Nuchek is one of 
several Native-owned places in Prince William 
Sound that Chugach Alaska wants to develop. 
Others include Shotgun Cove in Whittier and 
expanding summer accommodations into 
year-round ones on Growler Island near 
Columbia Glacier. Cultural resource manager 
johnson has spent the last decade document
ing hundreds of historic Native sites in Prince 
William Sound. His office at Chugach Alaska 
headquarters in Anchorage is filled with 
photographs and artifacts, like Russian-era 
bricks and trade beads. Nuchek's location and 
rich history make it a prime visitor destin
ation, johnson says. Such development could 
include a museum, restored fort, lodging and 
a dock where small recreational boats could 
refuel. He is trying to obtain grant money to 
begin restoration at Nuchek while at the same 
time getting the place designated a National 
Historical Landmark . . 

At Whittier, the corporation owns Shotgun 
Cove and an adjacent 333-acre parcel. It is 
looking to join with a tour operator to build 
some type of lodge and boat docks. The 
corporation would like to see the state build 
a road between Whittier and Portage, on the 
Seward Highway, along a route now serviced 
only by the Alaska Railroad. 

Chugach Alaska also has been approached 
by tour companies wanting to build perma
nent lodging on Growler Island and elsewhere 
on its holdings in Prince William Sound. 
Since 1986, charter boat operator Stan 
Stephens has brought tourists to Growler, 
under permit from Chugach Alaska. His 
cruises bring visitors to the island for some 
combination of sightseeing, salmon bakes and 
overnight stays in wall tents; in 1992, his 
company brought about 16,000 people to 
Growler on day trips, plus another 1,000 who 
stayed overnight. Chugach's Brown said the 
corporation is considering proposals from 
several operators, including Stephens, who 
want to build permanent facilities. 

This 7 890 engraving from The Graphic shows the 
village of Nuchek near the Russian trading post of 
Fort St. Constantine and Helen on Hinchinbrook 
Island. The fort was established in the 1 790s as 
Prince William Sound's first trading center. 
(Courtesy of Chugach Heritage Foundation) 

While the corporation looks at the possibil
ities in tourism, it also plans to log some of 
its timbered lands. One area slated for logging 
is around Fish Bay, off Port Fidalgo in the 
eastern sound. Brown says the corporation 
might be interested in selling back some of its 
timbered property. "We're not interested in 
logging Prince William Sound for the sake of 
logging," said Brown, adding that overtures 
from conservation groups had not yet 
produced any substantive offers. 

Logging of Chugach Alaska land on 
Montague Island will probably begin May 
1993, said john Sturgeon, president of Koncor 
Forest Products Co. Koncor will cut Sitka 
spruce off Chugach Alaska's holdings at 
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The reopening expected in 1993 of Chugach 
Alaska Corp.'s sawmill in Seward may trigger a 
boom in logging on Native lands in the sound. 
Current logging in the region includes operations 
on Eyak Corp. land near Cordova. These logs in 
Orca Inlet are awaiting shipment. Hawkins 
Island is in the background. (Alissa Crandall) 

Patton Bay on the island's east side, trucking 
the logs to another parcel of Chugach Alaska 
land at MacLeod Harbor on the west side for 
sorting and shipment. In 1992, Koncor was 
building a 34-mile road around the island's 
south end through U.S. Forest Service prop-
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erty to connect the harvest area and harbor. 
Except for Chugach Alaska's holdings on 
Montague, the remainder of the island is 
Chugach National Forest property on which 
no logging is currently allowed; the forest 
service's land use plan for Montague, 
Hinchinbrook and Hawkins islands goes into 
revision in 1995, at which time the issue of 
logging forest service lands will be recon
sidered, said forest supervisor Bruce Van Z£e. 

Koncor has also bought timber rights on 
Chugach Alaska land across the middle of 
Knight Island, and in late 1992 had begun the 
preliminaries for obtaining logging permits as 
required by various government agencies. 

In the meantime, Chugach Alaska is nego
tiating to reopen its Seward sawmill in a. joint 
venture with a company that has proven 
expertise in mill management, Brown said. 
The corporation hopes to have the sawmill 
operating again by February 1993, he said. 
The mill can produce 80 million board feet 
with two shifts, and its finished lumber will 
be marketed in Alaska as well as to Japan. Logs 
to feed the mill will come from "all over," 
Brown said. Forestry experts predicted when 
the mill first opened that it would boost 
timber production on the Kenai Peninsula 
and on Native village corporations' lands 
around Prince William Sound. Chugach 
Alaska controls an estimated 1 billion board 
feet of lumber, enough to keep the mill 
operating at full capacity past the year 2,000. 
But its timber is scattered in remote parcels 
throughout its region as far east as Icy Bay on 
the Gulf of Alaska, making the timber 
expensive to harvest and transport to the mill 
at Seward. 

Chugach Alaska also includes the village 
corporations of Eyak, Chenega Bay and 
Tatitlek in Prince William Sound; the village 
corporations of Fort Graham and English Bay 
on the southern tip of the Kenai Peninsula; 
the Mount Marathon Native Association in 
Seward and the Valdez Native Association; 
and two non-profits, the Chugach Heritage 
Foundation and Chugachmiut. The non
profits administer a variety of federal and state 
health care and educational programs. The 
Chugach Heritage Foundation awards 
scholarships funded through the sale of 
posters and books, such as Chugach Legends, 
Stories and Photographs of the Chugach Region 
(1984). 
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February 5, 1993 

Project No: 93064 
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Exxon - Valdez Oil Spill 
c/o Mr. Dave Gibbons 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Sir: 

Trustee Council 
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EXXON Wd ~;::-: 01 SP.LL 
TRU TEi GOU: 1CIL 

I'm writing to you in the hope of saving the forest on Afognak 
Island and in particular the area on the northeast side. I am a 
retired postal inspector who formerly traveled throughout all of 
Alaska. I served in the state for over 13 years and have visited a 
great deal of the region. I have also vacationed in most of the 
scenic wilderness areas. · 

Afognak 1 and in particular the northeast portion, is without 
question the most pristine and beautiful place in Alaska I have 
ever seen. To observe the balance of old qrowth forest, the sea 
and animal life which exists there is the ultimate wilderness 
experience. Please do everything possible to save this old growth 
forest and all it represents. 

Thank you. 

~t.~ 
Joe E. Phillips 
P.O. Box 220132 
Anchorage, AK 99522-0132 
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Louis L. Frank 
71 Spit Brook Road, Suite 406 

Nashua. NH 03080 

o" ~©~ow~ ©:H 
IEB 8 1993 .': :.~ 

7 February 1993 

Mr. Dave Gibbons 
Exxon-Valdez Oil Spill. Trustee Council 

. , . 645 G Street 
;·:f ·.' 'Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

·~ -- Dear l'fr •. Gibbons: ........ __,;-. 
: ': 

.. -- -......... -- .. ·-' 

I have been one of the fortunate, to have been able to visit Alaska 
for nineteen (19) consecutive years. During that period I have 
visited nearly every section of the state from the far North to 
the South as well as its islands. 

Having watched some of our earlier destinations become more popu
lated and unsightly we sought, in frustration, more privacy. In so 
doing we chose Afognak Islaad~ and found at last the most pristine, 
natural and unspoiled area in the state. Our enthusiasm was soon 

" ·quenched when we saw last year the desecration of the land from 
· timber cutting. Having watched our timberlands of our Northwest 

· harvested and shipped overseas to other countries, I cannot refrain 
.from protesting the same process now going on at Afognak. 

Sine~ I have been in the oil and gas drilling business for many 
years, I have had the good fortune to work with most of the major 
oil companies in many capacities including joint ventures with 
Exxon • . Over the years I have been very impressed with your posi-

. · ~/: · · tive response to the environment in which ""e work 1 in our chosen 
J: :.·;~: profession • . 
·, f ... 
< · Therefore, I lend 'my own voice and appeal to you to give every 

.ilil~~··'~.': ',• possible consideration to ·assis't ·" in saving what's left of the Seal · 
· .: · Bay area before it is completely devastated. 

Thanking you in advance for your consideration, I remain 

.\ i~ :- Sincerely, 
' :.~ ... ' .. . 
. :~-:: .• ~. : 
<;:·,··: T ... ouis L. Frank 

· ·~:(: ·.. B/General Ret. ired 
·;.•. . 
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To Oil Spill Trustee Council, 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 

As a resident of Kodiak Island, my family and I havSU . .t QUNCIL 

and recreationed in Seal Bay numerous times over the last 15 

years. We urge you to adopt project #93064 of 1993 Draft 

Restoration and to increase funding for this proposal. 

We also urge you to demand a replanting program, similar to 

Washington State, of all those who clear cut land in Alaska. I 

understand they feel that the clear cut areas are being reseeded 

naturally, but I can tell you that that method is too slow. With 

a program in place to replant with a faster growing tree than 

Sitka Spruce, the wildlife would have a much better chance for 

survival. Afognak Island and Seal Bay's biological diversity 

depends on the thick blanket of trees that line its shore. 

We urge you to act now and help save Seal Bay before it is 

too late. Clear cut logging ruins the land and destroys wildlife 

habitat, not to mention valuable salmon streams. 

Thank you for any immediate attention given this matter. 

Sincerely, 

/)~~ 
David Jentry 



David & Wanda]entry 
Box 3128 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615 
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JET CITY POST No . 44 1 5501 Feb 05, 93 18:11 P.01 

Reservation Office: 500 Wall Street 1f422 
Seattle, WA 08121 • 1 800 352 2003 • (206) 448-4477 

Exxon Vade~ - Oil Spill Trus~ Council 

Mr. Dave Giboons 
645-G :;L. 

Fcbrunry 3, 1993 

Anchorasc, Alaolc.a 99501 8 1993 

.t<e: ProjP.N: #1HOfl4 of too 1993 Draft Restoration Plan 
logging or Seal SHy - Afognak Island, Alaska 

Dear Council ~bel-3, 

SinCe 1971 mY work throughout Aln~k~ hA8 tRken ~ to countless wildQrness areac. 
AfoetlCllc Island is an amazi..r!sly unique pa.rt v! oi.Jr. vut1t state. 1he region is an 
abundant & vi.hr:mt: .q,.p~ with bath m.-'lrin;! and forQst wildl ife h.'lbitat. The natural 
abundance of wihlllft=, l.l~ rugged coastli..m, and t~ prist.ine ·f..ore.sr., :ll ·1 canbim 
t:'o bring visitor.s fran .:11:ound the w.;,rlJ t.:v 1\!vfStUU\. Ialmxi •••• and to Afognak 
Wilot=rrcss Lodge on Seal 'Bay. · · 

AfOl:,'Mk Wilderooss Uxige ;Jlone ~th .th? othP-r camps, outfitt.Qrs·:&·ch .. "lrter 
·operators in the atea gerera~ wl.lliop.s ~f dollars annuallY into the loeal ec0nm1y. 
This economic asset ~~s grown year after year., nnd continues· to expand . Yet, tl1ese 
sLUI:tll family o~rated l::usinesses n.re very frRei I . 1hi s segpnnt of t'l-e Afogpak/ 
Kodiak. cconany will continue to Fovide f!,:n)INil~ revt=ullt! <md provide local jobs : 
as,· lone A S thP. ~tu:r.al forest ax1.st. · 

If Seal Bay 3Ild adjacent tracts of .Afogru1k Islani am loAAetl t I tUJve NO .OOUBI t 
Afognak Wilderness I..nci~ wi ·1 ·1 ~ forc~d cut of busi..ooss • 

. TIY~ unique and Mt:ur.d 8bundanco of wildlife, plus tre vested & ongoi.l~ ecuuuull: 
vnlllt:! of t~is area - as. it exists, deserve~ pTMA.,.Wition, :Ha.~ l>'~'.m ~ud. f~lt . 
the effeo..cts: of '1.:111:! ~uu·:·V<Jl~z oil .~ill, l'IOW ~it . WOU1d S('llll very- nppropriat:c thHt 

':f:',hl;\. fnnd~· ·(-lye~ilabll? to pN~TVQ habitat would be wi.ooly i.n\lcnt:cd by r cdcC'..uiing 
this pre(.;luus par L of Alaska, 

Thankyou for you wise considerRr.1on, 

Alas~q SportfiGhins Lodge ~sociation 

t'brr1s 12e Israel 
PresX<JI.ent 

Information and Reservation Services Throughout Alaska 

' It LL 
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Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

To Whom It May Concern: 

~~©~D\\f~[Q) 
FEB 8 1993 

E'·:r.m~ \'Alo.:z OIL SPIL 
., RUSTEE COUNCIL 

P.o. Box 958 
Lexington, VA 24450 
January 26, 1993 

I am writing in order to suggest that the fines collected as 
a result of the Exxon Valdez spill be used to buy more private 
land to be designated as preserves. Instead of using the money 
for development and government bureaucracy, use the money to 
protect some of the land that has already been injured by the oil 
spill. 

Timber companies are moving into Prince William Sound and 
along the gulf to Kodiak Island. Hundreds of thousands of acres 
of land could be bought with the fine money. This is especially 
important since the wilderness has already been negatively 
impacted. Alaska is one of the last areas of the country where 
there is true wilderness. I hope you will do the correct thing 
and use the fines to buy and preserve wilderness areas. Thank 
you for your time and attention. 

:Jr~:e~ 
l'~larke 
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Board of Directors 

Nancy lAthcoe 
President 

Alaskan Wilderne. 
Sailing Safaris 

Carol Kasza 
Vice President 
Arctic 'freks 

Todd Mlner 
Secretary 

Alaska Wilderness Studies 
U ot A Anchorage 

Don Ford 
Treasuru 

National Outdoor 
Lcardcrship School 

Bob J>ittrlck 
Wilderness Birding 

Adventures 

Eruk Williamson 
F.ruk's Wilderness 

Float Trips 

Tom Garrett 
Alaska Discovery 

Dennis F..agan 
Recreation 

Kirk lloessle 
A111ska Wildlands 

Adventures 

Bob Jacobs 
Sr. Flias Alpine Oui<ks 

Karla Hart 
Alaska Rainfores(fours 

Marcie Baker 
Alask11 Mountaineering &. 

Hiking 

MATILDA. BAY 91217835483636 P.1211 

Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association 

February 3, 1993 

Dave Gibbons 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G'' Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Mr. Gibbons: 

~~©rgowrg~ 
fl. FEB 8 1993 

EXXON VAL' EZ OIL SP LL 
TR' sr:E GOl'NCIL 

The Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association, a professional 
trade organization (501c(6), supports the use of Exxon Valde? Restoration 
Funds to purchase imminently threatened lands in the Seal Bay area on the 
northeastern section of Afognak Island (all lands in T21S-R19W and R18). 

*These areas are threatened with imminent logging by Afognak Joint Venture. 
1 It is our understanding that both the timber (Afognak Joint Venture, Seal Bay 

Timber Company, and Tonki Cape Land Company) and land owners (Old 
Harbor and Akhiok Kaguyak Native Associations) are willing sellers interested 
in discussing habitat acquisition with the EVOS Trustees (fim Richardson, 
Letter to Trustees, November 15, 1992; Wilkens and Ebell, Letter to Barbara 
Mahoney, EVOS Trusee Council, January 8, 1993). 

• Seal Bay was oiled by the spill (photographic documentation provided to 
Trustees by Afognak Wilderness Lodge). Services provided by the unspoiled 
scenic quality of the shoreline were damaged as well as services provided by 
wildlife and fisheries resources injured by the spill. Habitat acquisition of the 
uplands would help to restore and replace lost services. 

*These lands are of commercial value to the recreation and tourism industries 
for the habitat they provide to fisheries and wildlife resources. Their wildlife 
watching, hunting, and sportsfishing opportunites form the economic basis for 
tour operators, hunting guides, lodge owners, sports fishermen, bush flying 
services, outdoor outfitters, urban hotels, restaurants, gift shops, grocery stores, 
and recreational equipment stores to name a few of the businesses that benefit 
from the visits of our member's clients to the area. 

P.O. Box 1353, Valdez, AK 99686. Phone: 907-835-4300. Fax: 907-835-4836 
Prlolt4 OG rc~od p<fW 



MATILDA. BAY 907835483636 P.02 

AWRTA, P.O. Box 1353, Valdc:.z, AK 99686 p.2 

• The threatened lands contain important resources including 167 recently docurr.~nted 
anadromous fish streams totallying approximately 35 miles which support the sportsfishing 
industry; brown bear habitat important to hunters and watchable wildlife visitors; and 
USFWS/ADF&G inventoried seabird colonies (3located next to Seal Bay lands and 11. 
located adjacent to the Afognak Joint Venture lands) which are important destinations for bird 
watchers (Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game, Habitat Areas, Volume ll, Sea Bird Colonies). 

* According to the most recent information available from the Alaska Division of Tourism, 
Southwest Alaska including Kodiak visitors are 1) primarily independent and independent/ 
package travellers, 2) they engage in more outdoor activities (canoeing/kayaking, hiking. 
wildlife viewing, bird watching, fishing) than visitors to other areas; 3) they are more satisfied 
with their experience, especially opportunities for watching wildlife than visitors to other 
areas; 4) they spend more time in the State than visitors to other areas, 5) they are three times 
more likely to return to Alaska for another vacation, and 6) are more likely to recommend an 
Alaskan vacation to others. (Division of Tourism, Alaska Visitor Statistics Program. Patterns, 
Opinions} and Planning: Summer 1989, pp. 118, 136, 158} 159 ). Clearly, the acquisition of 
privately owned wildlands for habitat protection will economically benefit the re(..ceation and 
tourism industry as well as related industries. Since most tourism companies are small, Alas
kan owned businesses who employ Alaskans living year-round in the State, there will be 
related benefits of economic diversity and community stability. 

We would appreciate the acknowledgement of the receipt of this letter and an update of the 
restoration team's recommendations on lands proposed for acquistion. Please copy this letter 
to Trustee Council Members. 

Thank you for all the work you have put into this project. 

Sincerely, 

Nancy R. Lethcoc 
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2 Febroary 92 
EXXON V I .. ' rJ!I. SPill 

TRUSTEE GOt!f"C!L 

Exxon-Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
c/o Dave Gibbons 
645 GStreet 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dea"r Sirs: 

The extremely serious nature of the threat of logging resuming at Seal Bay on Afognak Island 
compels me to write to the Oil Spill Trustee council 

Afognak Island, and particularly the Seal Bay area is one of the world's ecological gems, its 
biological diversity and scenic beauty is witho~t equaL Through my company I have a great 
opportunity to visit the. most spectacular areas on the planet - from Antarctica to the North 
Pole and yet my visits to the Seal Bay region of Afognak have provided a natural history 
richness that rivals any spot on our planel 

Please let me implore the council to use some of the Exxon-Valdez oil spill settlement funds 
to purchase the imminently threatened habitat at Seal Bay and adopt project# 93064 of the 
1993 Draft Restoration Plan_ 

Logging at Afognak and especially at Seal Bay is nothing short of a crime against Nature, and 
a loss of our national natural heritage that will persist for generations. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

oseph A Van Os 
President 

_lOSEPH VAN OS SAFARIS 
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Hans u. Tsch~rsich 

1423 Baranof Str~et 
K•:>diak, At::: ':J9615 

Exxon-Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
.- /o D.o\v.;. •::<i bbo::-t1~ 
645 G Stre-et 
Anchorage, At::: 99501 
FAX 276 7178 

Re.: Acquisition of Afognak Land at Seal Bay 

An undisturbed and very scenic tract of 
Bay on northern Afognak Island is being 
by Koncor Timber Co. for its clients, 
Kodiak. 

coastal forest alnnc S$'"'1 
prepared for clear cutting 
the native c orporations of 

The restauration funds of the oil spill settlement are 
suited for the acquisition of this type of land, since 
pre~erve habitat and natural resour c es similar and 
vicinity to the ones damaged in the oil spill. 

w1i quel y 
it wi 11 

in close-

I urg~ The Counc il to fund the purchase of these threatened tracts 
of coastal forest and help preserve habitat for many species 
that were directly impacted by the oil spill. 
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Head Administrator 
Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir or Madam, 

Michael Ullman 
Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences 
Massachussetts Institute of Technology 
E10-104A 
Cambridge, Mass 02144 
phone: (617)253-5764 

January 22, 1993 

The Exxon Valdez disaster provides us with an amazing opportunity to protect large 
amounts of Alaskan forest. Hundreds of millions dollars of the $1.025 billion oil spill 
settlement paid by Exxon could and should be used to buy hundreds of thousands of 
acres of private land across Alaska, and particularly along the southern coast. Yet 
this money is currently heading for use towards development projects as well as 
being wasted on government bureaucracy. To use money paid as an environmental 
damage fine for further environmental damage is simply ridiculous. 

In fact, many of these private lands are owned by Native American corporations 
who are asking that their lands be bought for permanent protection. Right now 
many of them are in need of cash, and their only other option is to sell their trees 
to timber companies for logging. Yet this option is extremely unappealing to them 
for the obvious reason that it results in the utter destruction of their tribal natural 
heritage. It is imperative that we help them protect their lands - for the permanent 
benefit of not only the Native Americans themselves, but of all Americans. 

The threat from logging in the Native American lands, other private lands, and 
government lands (National Forest, BLM, and Alaska State Lands) is in fact very 
real. As a result of the Tongass Reform Act of 1990, which protected one million acres 
of the Tongass National Forest form clear cutting, logging companies are moving in 
to Prince William Sound and along the Gulf Coast to the edge of Kodiak Island. 
Most of these areas have never been logged, and should be protected at all costs. 

I respectfully and strongly urge you to use the Exxon funds to purchase 



.. 

wilderness lands for permanent preservation protection. 

Thank you very much for your attention, 

cc: President Bill Clinton 
Vice President AI Gore 

Michael Ullman 
Department of Brain and Cognitive 
Sciences 
MIT 

House Interior Committee Chair, Rep. George Miller 
House Merchant Marine and Fisheries Committee Chair, Rep. Gerry Studds 
Senator Ted Stevens 
Senator Frank Murkowski 
Secretary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt 
Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy 
Governor Walter Hickel 
Sierra Club, Anchorage, Alaska 
Senator Edward Kennedy 
Senator John Kerry 
Representative Joseph Kennedy II 

2 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
909 MissiblhU~1fE COUNCIL 
Kodiak, AK 99615 
29 January, 1992 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, c/o Dave Gibbons 
645 G St. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Council members, 

We are writing in support of the acquisition with Exxon monies of land on 
north Afognak island in the Seal Bay area (project no. 93064 of the 1993 
Draft Restoration Plan). This area and the adjacent Paurs Lake area should 
be purchased with Exxon monies and added to a conservation unit (one that 
would not have them logged!!!) 

These sorts of actions are the highest and most appropriate use of oil 
spill monies. 

Sincerely, 

Richard and Molly Macintosh 



"' . ... 

Gina C. MiUer 
7724- W. 91st. St. 
Hickory Hils, II. 60..57 

Oil Spil TruStee Council 
~5 G Street 
~corage,~ 99501 

Dear Madam or Sir, 

EXXON VAl DtZ 011. SPILL 
i'RUSTEE COU\''CII. 

I understand that the fines paid by Exxon after Hs oil spil and destruction of Prince Wilam Sound 
and the western Gulf may be used for development projects and government bureaucracy. H 
seems to me that this money should be used to buy and protect these threatened lands such as 
Kenai Fjords National Park and Kodiak National Wildife Refuge. I urge you to consider the 
possibility of using these restoration funds to protect the fish and wildHfe habitats. 

Thank You, 

Gina C. Miller 
Sierra Club 
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rKOM: John Robert Morton 
P.O. Bnx # 44 
Kodiak, Al~ska 99615 

SUBJECT: Project # 93064-Seal Bay 

TOt Trust~e Council 

E~~XON V .. )f. 7 Oil SPill 
TRU TEE COlHlCil 

Please adopt project If 93064-S~al Hay and .. become a part of 

aavinc our b@antiful Alask¥ wilderness. Loggi.ng has already 

ruined much of Afocnak Island as T knew it iu the 40 1 s and 

throuah the 60 1 s. Tt would be very nice indeed ;f my arand 

ehi l rlren could ~~·ow u.p to experience places like Seal Bay. 

Tha"lc you tor you.1· coneideration ; n thi& most .important matter . 

Yuu,· poeitive vote nn this important iseue can makP. a difference. 

Sincerely, 

8 0~~ 4\~ ~ u-J;~ 
JOHN ROB~KT MORTON 
Retired Pilot/Registered Gui~e/Dieabled Veteran 

FAX TO! 276-7178 

P.1 
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REPLl TO: 
ATTS Of' 

SU.BJEC'l'; 

TO: 

JOHN RILEl MORTON 
P.o. Bu~ # 1975 
Kodiak, Alaaka 99615 
907-486-363.) 

2 Fl!bruary 1993 

Project Number 93064-SEAL DAY 

TruRtee (;ouncil 

Please aupport the adoption of !lumber 93064-Seal Bay. 1 have 

flown commerci•lly here for the past 25 years and have seen first 

hand the destruc~ion of Ato&nak Ialand by the logging industry. 

PoA.~hin& and hor,·asainc the wild native aame is a weekly if not 

uaily occurance. Failure to heed to b~ffer zones in mAny areas 

ia vfl!r)' common. G1·owth from the spru~e tree transplant in 1942 

ln Litnic ia typieally stunted &ruwth. 

l'he Rand.-ls operatin(j Seal Bay lod~e have put·a~ed the American 

dream. With mAny, many re•u·a of hard work, th~y have establlahed 

a First Cla~a Lodce• My aimpl~ vocabulary will not come close to 

describing the lod&eS 1 beilu.ty with it6 neiihbllrin& wildlife. 

Much or Ato~nak Ialand is already destroyed ~Y loccinc. You. can 

15ave this parcel for future ~eaeratione. I would like very much 

to be able tor wy sons to see part of Afoenak I~l~d aa I did with 

IllY father in the early 6o•s. 

Thaak you for your attention in tllie important iss11e. I am at yo~&· 

disposal should t.he need arise for a guided tour of the log~inii· 

t•·•&edy oocu.rina on At'o&n&k IsliUJd. I am a 157 000 ~~us Alaskan 

pilot and OWII my pereonnal Supercub flo•t plane. 

P.2 
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April 5, 1993 

To: · Trustees Counci I 

From: Concerned Logger 

Subj: Timber Buy-out Impact Study 

Dear Sirs: 

EXXOt, . .;l OIL SPILL 
tRlJ.;, . tc couNCIL 

ADMINISTRATIVE RECORD 

I would like to be included among those i nterviewed wi th 

r e spec t t o t he Soc i a I and E con om i c S t u d y be i n g done on t h e 
-

impact of any timber buy-outs in Prince WI I I lam Sound. 

Sincerely, 

JefF HuFf-M~I'? 

Box: ~~~o 

C.o r~ov-4-1 ,4-je:_ 9 9 S 7~ 
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(/ ; INISTRATIVE CIL 

RECORD 
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