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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
TRUSTEE COUNCIL

December 6, 1996
Office of the Mayor

Mrs Molly McCammon
Executive Director, EVOS Trustee Council
645 G Street, SUite 401
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451

Dear Molly

Since the Exxon Trustee Council funds the acquIsition of land to protect the
,,-- " habitat of Injured resources and services, to prevent additional Injury to resources and
() services while recovery IS taking place, and to provide a long-term safety net for these

resources Keeping this purpose In mind, I am surprised that no agency has stepped
forward to be the sponsor for the small parcel of land described as PWS 1056 '.
(Blondeau Parcel) Furthermore, I am qUite concerned that no one from the EVOS
Trustee Council staff has ever bothered contacting Mr Blondeau to discuss the merits
of his property

The Blondeau Parcel IS an extremely Important piece of Alaska wetlands This
section of land IS stili In a pristine condition and IS home to many species Injured dUring
the Exxon Valdez 011 spill This parcel has several spring creeks that currently provide
an excellent spawning habitat for Pink and Chum Salmon Tall shoreline grasses are
common to this area, providing nesting areas for many species of birds As many as 10
to 15 eagles can be seen at once, hunting the wetlands and nesting In the nearby tree
lines The land IS located on the shore of Port Valdez, from the mouth of MineraI
Creek stretching along the coastline toward Shoup Bay, which I believe may be
Included In the State Manne Park category

Unfortunately, reSidential development on this land will occur In the near future If
this land IS not preserved
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I am sure If this land were evaluated, It would score as a high PriOrity and rival
the Valdez Duck Flats In value The Department of Natural Resources has laid out a
trail from Minerai Creek to Shoup Bay and will begin construction of this trail In 1997 or
1998 The Blondeau Parcel can be Included In this trail system and become the trail
head site A City road provides access to the Blondeau property, which could allow thiS
area to become part of a controlled tourism destination with the potential for a liVing
Interpretive area that would naturally display many species Injured dUring the Exxon
Valdez 011 spill

I request that your office make InquIries about why there IS no sponsorship
Interest by any of the agencies and ask If someone would at least come to Valdez and
review the potential of thiS property If I can be of any help In thiS process, please
contact me at 835-4874

A:1Yw-
Dave Cobb, Mayor
City of Valdez, Alaska

,.
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December 18, 1996

Exxon/Valdez Trustees Council
645 G street
Anchorage AK 99501

Dear S1rs & Madames·
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
TRUSTEE COUNCIL

~)

I am the Cha1rperson of the Valdez Area state Parks C1tizen
Adv1S0ry Board. Th1S C1t1zen' s Adv1sory group was recently
tormed by the state of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources,
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreat10n D1rector J1m stratton by
his appointment of members of the Valdez conunun1ty to this board.
The advisory board was appo1nted to develop legislative
recommendations concern1ng boundar1es and proposed management of
state Parks, 1nclud1ng Mar1ne Parks, the Valdez area. The
advisory board 1S a source of publ1C 1nput to the Departm~nt of
Natural Resources, D1V1S1on of Parks and Outdoor Recreation.
While we are a fledgling organ1zat10n at th1s time (our second
meeting being held on December 17, 1996) a matter came to the
board's attent10n Wh1Ch we felt needed a qu1ck response from us.
In response to th1S issue, the board unan1mously passed the
follow1ng resolut10n:

The Valdez Area state Parks C1t1zen's Adv1sory Board
wholeheartedly supports the Exxon/Valdez Trustees
Council's efforts to purchase the Wayne Blondeau
property at the mouth of M1neral Creek 1n Valdez,
Alaska. The Adv1sory Board hopes that the state and
City governments can work out a J01nt management plan
for th1S pro~erty follow1ng the acqu1s1t10n of the
property.

As you are aware Mr. Blondeau's property has access to one
of the few beaches 1n the Valdez area The only beach now truly
access1ble to the public 1S Rocky Beach and 1t 1S currently
endangered by the C1ty of Valdez Small Boat Harbor plans. If
those current plans are enacted, there will be no read1ly
access1ble beach to the Valdez area residents and the people that
come to visit Valdez. The purchase of Mr. Blondeau' s property by
the Exxon/Valdez Trustees Counc11 would allev1ate th1s problem.



Hopefully, Rocky Beach wl.ll not change. Even then the
addition of Mr. Blondeau' s property will greatly enhance the

- recreational, educational and economic value of the Valdez area •
.J

Bes'\: regards,

6v-&~
Wl.lliam Bl.xby, Cnairperson
Valdez Area state Parks

citizen's Advisory Board

WB/mew

I
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February 19, 1997
Office of the City Clerk
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Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee Council
Molly McCammon. Executive Director
645 G Street, SUite 401
Anchorage. Alaska 99501-3451

Deap Ms McCammon

At the regular meeting of the Valdez City Council held on February 18. 1997. the
City Council approved Resolution #97-16, supporting the purchase of PWS 1056
Blondeau parcel by the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council

I have enclosed a copy of Resolution #97-16 We would appreciate the
distribution of this resolution to your Council for their consideration

If we can prOVide additional Information to stress the Importance of a high
ranking and evaluation of this property by the Trustee Council. please contact Mayor

~ Cobb or myself at 835-3408

Sincerely.

sdftuca!.tifc~ Clerk
City of Valdez, Alaska r

POBOX 307· VALDEZ ALASKA 99686
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CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

RESOLUTION NO 97-16

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ,
ALASKA, SUPPORTING THE PURCHASE OF PWS 1056 BLONDEAU
PARCEL BY THE EXXON VALDEZ TRUSTEE COUNCIL

I

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council funds the acquIsitIon of land to
protect the habItat of Injured resources and services, to prevent addItional Injury to
resources and services while recovery IS taking place, and to provide a long-term safety
net for these resources, and

WHEREAS, the PWS 1056 Blondeau Parcel IS an extremely Important pIece of
Alaska Wetlands and home to many speCIes Injured dunng the Exxon Valdez 011 spIll, and

WHEREAS, the Valdez State Parks Citizen's AdvIsory board wholeheartedly
supports the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council's efforts to purchase the Blondeau property
which Will serve to greatly enhance the recreatIonal, educatIonal and ecological value of
the.Valdez area, and

WHEREAS, the Department of Natural Resources has laid out a trail from Minerai
Creek to Shoup Bay that could Include thIS property and become the trail head site for this
project, and

WHEREAS, the City of Valdez has committed to work cooperatIvely With Alaska
State Parks and the Deparment of Natural Resources In the development of traIls and
encourages the funding of such Important recreation enhancements, and

WHEREAS, thiS property has the potential for a liVing Interpretive area that would
preserve thIS habitat and naturally display many specIes Injured dUring the Exxon Valdez
011 spIll

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City CounCil of the CIty of Valdez,
Alaska, that the Valdez City CounCil supports the purchase of PWS 1056 Blondeau Parcel
by the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee CounCil and request It be ranked high In PriOrity for
the preservatIon of WIldlife In Valdez

n,
~/

\

I I
\ J
~~

ATTEST

1997
PASSED AND APPROVED by the Valdez City CounCil, thiS 18th day of February,.......,...."
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Valdez Trails Association
P.O Box 1540

Valdez, AK 99686

The Exxon Valdez Trustees
645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501
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EXXON VALDEZ OIl '''LL
TRUSTEe COUNCil

Re Purchase of the Blondeau property In Valdez

Dear Trustees

At the January 14, 1997 meeting of the Valdez TraIls ASSOCIation, the
membershIp voted unammously to support the acqUIsItIon of the
Blondeau property at the mouth of Mineral Creek by the Exxon
Valdez Trustees CounCIl

( BeSIdes provIding Important Winter and summer habItat for
waterfowl, shorebIrds, flver otters, sea otters, and harbor seals, the
area would provIde local resIdents and tOUflStS WIth undeveloped •
beach access to Port Valdez In the past, Mr Blondeau at tImes has
granted permIssIOn to kayakers and other local recreatIOmsts to use
hIS property They testIfIed at the meetmg to ItS value as a pIcmc
area, wIldlIfe watching area, and kayak launching and haul-out area

We encourage you to pursue thIS offer

SIncerely,

Frank Cook
PresIdent

r
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Eric Myers

From
To
Subject
Date

0,1 Spill Public Information Center
Ene Myers
EVOS Trustee Council Land Purchase
Fnday, June 27,19978 41AM

>Date Fn, 20 Jun 1997 140827 -0700
>From Karen Weiland <vnkbw@UAA ALASKA EDU>
>SubJect EVOS Trustee Counclf Land Purchase
>X-Sender vnkbw@cwolf uaa alaska edu
>To osplC@alaska net
>
>To EVOS Trustee Council members,
>
>1 understand that the Trustee Council IS consldenng bUying a parcel of
>pnvate land at the mouth of Minerai Creek As a Valdez resident, I urge
>you to make thiS purchase Public access to the beach IS limited In Valdez
>This would be a valuable addition to recreational lands This purchase IS
>strongly supported by the Valdez Area State Parks AdVISOry Board, the Valdez
>Trall ASSOCiation" and the Valdez City Council Please give thiS Minerai
>Creek land purchase senous consideration
>
>Thankyou
>
> Karen Weiland
>
>
>

r

Page 1



From ~

To
Subject
Date, ,

011 Spill Public Information Center
Enc Myers
Minerai Creek land purchase
Fnday, June 27.19978 48AM

Date Sat,21 Jun 19971454 48 -0500
>From "Kathryn E Nielsen" <rogues@Alaska NET>
>To OSPIC@alaskanet
>SubJect Minerai Creek land purchase
>
>To the EVOS Trustee Council,
>As a resident of Valdez I am wntlng to request your approval of the
>purchase of the MineraI Creek property that you are presently
>consldenng It IS a valuable environmental and recreational asset for
>thiS areal I cannot express strongly enough how Important thiS IS for
>Valdezans and others vIsIting our area both now and In the future
>Please gIVe It your careful consideration Thank youl Kathy Nielsen,
> Valdez. Alaska
>
>

Page 1
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Srgn Of The TImes Road Closed & Detours On Egan
Egan Dnve was on-agam, off-agam tlus past week as Wtider ConstruetJ.on mtemuttently closed
maID street for placement of storm dram ca!ch basIns It's all part of the reconstructIOn ofEgan

and Hazdet, both of whIch are state lughways Project super Trevor Edmondson ofWtider
ConstructIon lIMtes anyone to call the office at 835-3083 for updates on the project

n1ayne Blondeall Property Targeted Valdez Star June 25, 1997

Group Seeks Mineral Creek Park Lands
,- -, MINERAL CREEK--A gro_r

of Wilderness park enthusiasts
IS rallying local support for
the acquIsition of the 96-acre
Wayne Blondeau property at
the mouth of Mineral Creek

The group says the
Blondeau property would pre­
serve a Wide cobble beach at
tidewater, and offer a diverse
habitat for eagles, bears and
assorted ammals, and would
serve as a trailhead for both
the Shoup Bay walkIng trail
and a planned Kayak water
trail

The group plans to peti­
tion the Exxon Valdez 011
Spill Trustee Council to
appropnate funds for the
acquIsItion of the property

Current value of the 96
acres--accordlng to the prop­
erty tax assessment roles at
city hall--Is $175,000 TI
land IS owned by Wayl
Blondeau who homesteaded
the property' In the early =
1960s

OIL SpIll CounCil Asked To Purchase Land...

Blondeau Parcel Seen As Possible Park

Local attorney Btll
Bixby IS among those beat­
mg the drums for acqulSl­
lIon of the property which IS
treed on the north Side and
barren where the threaded
Mineral Creek stream reach­
es tIdewater

Bixby IS chairman of the
Valdez Citizens' AdVisory
Board which seeks to adVise
the state on the management
of state parks In the Valdez
area

Bixby says the Mineral
Creek property offers an
opportunity for Valdez resI­
dents to preserve the last
In-town accessible beach­
front area

The future of the othl..r
beach opposite the cause
way leading to The SPit I~

uncertain In the face of
plans to crl..ate a hugl.. tidal

baSin to f1u~h the Small
Boat Harbor That project IS
expected to bcgln late thiS
summer or early fall

Bixby IS seeking to gen
erate an outpourmg local
support for the purchase­
letters to thc trustee councll
resolutIOns of support from
public agencies dec lara
tlOns from sport~ flshmg
groups and charters opera­
tors wlldernc\\ and hd'dng
enthu~last~ and thl.. lil\.l..

Wc nCl..d to gL.t grJ~\

root\ \UPport In ordcr to
gl\L thl\ a high priority on
thl.. !I\t of Pll1!LL(\ fundl..o

by the Exxon Valdez Trustee
Counctl he says

The trustee counCil was
charged With spendIng $900
reached 10 a settlement With
the Exxon CorporatIOn In
the wake of the 1989 011
spill from the Exxon Valdez
tanker

The trustee counCil has
$350 million rema1DlDg of
the onglOal sum All pro­
Jects however, must be
dIrectly related to the
restoration of the environ­
ment Impacted by the spill
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Group wants help
to start marine park'
By Tony Bickert
Valdez Vanguard

The hundred acres of shore­
hne property for sale at the
mouth of Mmeral Creek would
make afine manne park. say CIty
and state offiCials But the poten­
bal buycr - Exxon Valdez all
SpIll Trustee Council - may

nccd some proddmg from the
pubhc.

IIIfwe can gct a thousand post
cards and lcttcrs commg from
Valdez, encourag1Og theTrustce
Council to purchase thIS proper­
ty, I thlOkwc'd gct It," said Bill
BIXby, chairman of the State
Parks Citizens AdVISOry Board,
which IS pushmg the wnte-m cam­
paign

The-board, which adVISes the
State Parks Dcpartment on land
managcmcnt lSSUes, and the City of
Valdcz are attempllng to convmce
the Trustee Council to buy the land
undcr Its small parcels purchase
program The property IS currently
for sale by Valdez land owner
Wayne Blondcau

"It's a beautiful area, nght along
the shore hne, With lots of marsh
grasses and good habitat for ducks
and birds and gcese and fISh and
cverythlOg else," saId Valdcz may­
or Dave Cobb

BIXby and Cobb saId the loca­
tion, the only beach-front land m
Valdez other than Dock Pomt, IS not
only Ideal for general use, but a
strategtc trall head locabon Cobb
said the Shoup Glacler-to-Valdez
Trail, currently undcr coDStrucl1on,
could begm there BIXby also wants
to estabhsh the spot as amanne traJ.1
launch area for kayaks The area
would also fcature good plOk and
sliver salmon fishmg from the
shore

However, although the Trustee
Councll sees ment m purchasmg
the property, the matter IS at best on
the back burner, said Enc Myers,
the councll's duector ofoperabons

Myers saId the land IS not only
ranked low 10 tcrms restorabon and
preservabon needs, but the counell
IS currently not coDSldenng add!­
banal new purchases unl1I Ite~­
nates the current backlog

"'There IS an appreciation that
the Blondeau property IS ofconsid­
erable mterest to the City ofValdez
as well as the State Parks CltlZCns
AdvISOry Board," Myers saId "But
the counclllS trymg to work thelf
way through what's already on the
hsL RIght now we're c1eanmg the
plate"

The small parcels purchase pro­
gram, which Involves evaluatmg,
rankmg and buylOg land dlfectly or
mdlrcctly affected by the 1989 splll,
to be preservcd or restored, has
received 320 nommatlons smce the
program began 10 1994 Myers said
15 percent have or are m the

THE VALDEZ VANGUARD
JUNE 25. 1997

process of bemg purchased
Evcn when the moratonum IS \

hfted, Myers said the Blondeau \
propcrty evaluation showed httle
adverse lDlpact from the spdl and
IS thcrcfore ranked low on the lISt of
potenllal purchases

Howcver, he said enVlronmen­
talunpact IS only one crltena

"Thc dec1S10n has to be based on
what thc restorabon values are, but
certamly one factor that the counCil
considers IS what the pubhc wants,"
Mycrs said "And whencver we get
a card and lellcr herc 10 the office
we always make sure that each
member ofthe counCil gets a copy"

If thc councll docs purchase the
property, the State Parks
Department would develop and
manage the area The Department
of Natural Resources has also

I shown an interest, Myers SlId.
Cobb saId the aty supports the

concept because It's a "wIn-wm"
sccnano

"I don't sec the CIty putbng any
money mto It,'" Cobb saId. "It WIll
all be doneby theTrustee funds and
malDtamed by State Parks. So, we
want to try to get It moved ahead m
the process "

BIXby saId that, aside from the
wnte-In campaign, the adVISOry
group also plans to have otherbiol­
ogists examine the area for SWI­

dence of mduect ID1pact fro~ the
sp111

"The plan IS to have a multi­
front attack," hesaId. "For lDStancc,
If we find out that nvcr otters are
on that property, that wlll change
the pnonty "

Although none of Exxon's 011
reached Valdez, BIXby said spIIl­
affected wildlife speClcs may use
the area If so, he said the rankmg
could move up on the hst But the
advISOry group IS countmg more on
public support

"We want to gct peoplc Jazzcd
up about It, even If It means gomg
door to door to get people to sign a
petillon," BlX.by said

Othcr advISOry board members
are Harold Blehm, Tabatha
Gregory, RIch Chaffin, Pat Welch,
Nancy Lcthcoe, Jeanne Pass1o, Bill
Deppe and Shanna Simmons

The address of EVOS Trustl;es
CounCil Exccullve Director Molly
McCammon IS 645 G Street. Sulte
401, Anchorage AK, 99501-3451



LAW OFFICES OF

WILLIAM BIXBY
POST OFFICE BOX 1229

VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686

Telephone (907) 835-4775
Fax (907) 835-2793

July 1, 1997
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
TRUSTEE COUNCIL

Enclosed with this letter, please find a petition signed by
individuals who urge you to purchase Wayne Blondeau's property
located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. ' In a
short time period (approximately one week) several individuals
have gathered 315 signatures of people who overwhelming support
for your purchase of the Blondeau property. By your next
quarterly meeting we promise that you will receive several
thousand signatures and/or letters urging you to purchase Hr.
Blondeau's property.

Dear Trustees:

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council
645 G street, suite 401

'Anchorage, AX 99501

Wl1ham BIXby
Michael Franciosl,

Additionally, a local citizen's group has made contact with
city officials and has proposed to them that the City donate some
adjacent land to Mr. Blondeau's property so that your dotlars

- gets more bang for the buck, so to speak. The city is seriously
considering this.

Finally, we would ask that Mr. Blondeau's property be re­
evaluated by the council. I have spoken to Hr. Blondeau and he
states that in his application he noted that 18 of the 19 injured
species from the oil spill are on his property. I own land
adjacent to Mr. Blondeau's property on the east side of Mineral
Creek and am personally aware of a Dolly Varden run in the creek.
Each fall there are spectacular views of eagles feeding frenzy on
Hr. Blondeau' s property. In addition, my daughter and I launched
our kayaks from Mr. Blondeau •s property and he pointed out
nesting oyster catchers that were on his property. In your
evaluation of Mr. Blondeau's property, these two species are not
noted as being present. ThUS, it would appear, apart from its
great scenic value, this parcel is environmentally important to
18 of the 19 oil spill inJured spec1es. If documentation of
these species are needed, I would be happy to coordinate an
effort to get this done. If you have any quest10ns, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

Best regards,

W~i~~
WB/mw
Encls.



PETITION TO EXXON VALPEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill 'l'rustee
~-·ncil to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wayne

ndeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We
___1 that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.



PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undel-signed, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase WaYne
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.
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PETITION TO EXXON yALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees ~f the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
~cil to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wayne
~deau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area. ' \
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PETITION TO EXXON VALPEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil spill Settlement to purchase Wa~

Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. 1
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amon~ the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.
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~ITION TO EXXON VALpEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

f.;g, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
,~cil to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wayne
,ndeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.



PETITION TO EXXON YALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL
J

.Ir"~, the \.Uldersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
CO'JT~il to u~e funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase WaJ
BJ~ndeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
~e~l that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species irjured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

25. _

DATE

1. 0/h

2. &/Zb
3. • f,1:r-

PRINTED NAME

~ ;1&Lu;A/11

&

-------------------



PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

qE. the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the E~on Valdez oil Spill Trustee
1ell to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wayne
1deau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

DATE

1 • .!Fill-
2. ft(?--1

3. !::.!tL
4. clu7
5. #V7
6.ltrlfO

I.J • _

24. _

25. _

ADDRESS



PETITION TO EXXON VALpEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Way
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. 1
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

19.__

20. _

21. _

22. _

23. _

24. _

25.---

---------------------- ,
1



PETITION TO EXXON yALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, thll1 undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
~cil to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wayne
~deau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

~ee~ that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

20 _

DATE PRINTED NAME ADDRESS

21 _

22~--

24. _

25.---



PETITION TO EXXON yALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wa~
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

ADDRESS

~~~--.,;".,.,;;..~ f1J(? Z/iJ3,< uttr"At..­
--++-JI-~~~~ (()6 {~£5 k0~ /r/{

6'0 9 t;;, [J~z-

21. _

22. _

23. _

24. _

25. _



PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
lcil to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil spill Settlement to purchase Wayne
Ldeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

ree~ that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

250 ----



PETITION TO EXXON VALPEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTE~ COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Way
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of toe
species injured by tne Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

SIGNATUREPRINTED NAMEDATE ADDRESS

1. (P,/;~q1 \.&ej~~,~~~--.a:M~H..~~ .&/'ihg'V~_
2. kf?-*P --5frrrvl lXaclc. --S:ittiU~ lhK ;)370 l1tdtL
3.~7 tfldur#-Il /lldJ'nd~ ~ ,&c. 010'/- t/dz.

4. 'f?5,1il Co..'\o I L Sytl,ii. ~~~£~~~:::-._~~_~-......-__
5.~~lII.oL.lI::L..-,;~~L..II..l..~~ ~J-J.IJLY.L..J.fJJL.:~~~~_~~"",","",,"-- Io...ol....l"""'-__

6. b\d-.c)'{\.\ <$>o't ~'\.<A.""'J \J~

7. b-.If- 97 ~~":""=':;;---4,...;::.o::;...:;.~--::==F=~~"""'~ 3>< d [J7 l/~.lelF?

8. (q-?'s ~1 l?X ~Ce lLQ.C-ile2-

9. ra~S--97_-'-----..;&,,~~~ -f' o. *J-1 Va,(d')
....~. fo-~S-1? ._~LS_~~~ ..:ft'? 73( 1/~2..

11.~·t}S·'1 ~L~l!:!O~~~~~~~~~~ ::::f/~' 7).~
12. C~(11 ~~~ Rs.b..,..-\--, -<.LU> "''''~ ~
13·t.c-~·"1 ~r'\f'\lt-ffi\~c\ . -&f.. 5'"L Vb~~7-,
14."<15 11 ~'l:- L U\KA3St.l -~OX /3:?5 UtMJEZ
15.0 -2.7-17 !idtq< IWt~ flv)( Z53f IA/clez

~o~ 2/~ofJ 4.df?!

21. _

22. _

23. _

24. _

25. _



I J J

PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee

IIcil to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase Wayne
deau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

1 that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation ot the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

DATE PRINTED NAME SWA~ ADDRESS

1. \C'\ 2£0 ~ e f\(,kPJJ /{Y£«o~ eo &1; j:2YJ )tbiek."2 4t:.
2. ~)b ~ Ci&fuHeN J>Ht{k;,J~~ f!li.2alf- V'~'--'--_
J.t" 1 /l)IChtl/L hfW.L- ~ !?M l?nva;,t;;
4.~ ~ ~~K I drlH ~.....-_
5. fJ/itefll ~ elt 1}JrAZi1 '= lJ _
6. #1~A.Rw;crv ~Z- "t:l{5£".e-z..
.,. 'pkre!err ~~(y\Q f'j LuL ~k. 1 If Va- (d~\-

8. ~~$l.7~"-""S-yI~ ~~'"' \J~
9.~ -JM-pd 6t1.s&,! ~-tYiIfOiw,~
fpP,.9/'il ~j,f~ sllO/f2\CXJ/ Vo{dec---
l1.f!!ii.CJl:. !£Uij¥~ ~ 8/ LfIl,fI'4=
'2. 10/30/17 .JJlJvro r,,,.J:I#lWry \, 80)( lob3 _ 'Y,Bi.fJrK.
.Lj .~~!!l:J _G..U>It(fI 0a.6o,v _ffdX bf6 ~

14.613~/97 ~N '- C,f.rol'/ ~ go~ ~9' i/A1A---
15. Je.l2.!!.ln. VAtv' f G,/so tJ a-~ E~ j<. 7 31 VA 0 Ie 7.-

16. _

17. _

18. _
---- --- -------- - ~--- ,------

19. _

20. _

21.

22. _

--24. _

25. _



PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil spill Settlement to purchase Wa
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

DATE PRINTED NAME SIGNATURE ADDRESS

1.~l--1'~~~--...(",,:oJ--*~'\--~Ia~rI.~~~+-~4."",,-3.,l-- _

2.LJ~ ~\.~<'>O ~f)O£' ~ \SP"J.-, VOO~a-;;~-

3.~z Dt-. Q« G.: c "\ +~.,.IooIoar~~=tt",,-SYI- _
4.~ J..c~~ tV {(!JJ ~ a93b
5. ~iJi/!3_1 I l?) • lAh lu :150 b( ~I(p OJC~ )./it
6. '-2'(- ttl 6r7Qo. r J~m 16 BOle lZr.r; rk/ete r _

7.~ ).4·<11 Mdd ~££ ~~_ ~~~]:a, \()n':) \)OJd~__

8. 1O~ :-Erse. t'oct1t9~ ~ B0L ~I..€~
9.___ ~

10. _

11. _

12. _

13. _

14.----
15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.
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PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPllili TRUST.. ooyNCIL

a, the under8igned, urge the Tnatee. of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Tnstee
~ouncll ~o use fUnd. trom the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Battlement: to purchas. Wayne
Blondaau'. property lo(:ated at the mouth of Kineral Creak In Valdez, Alaska. W.
teal that tha purchase ot this property would help in the rehabilitation ot the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil .pill and would be amongst the _oat prima
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

DATE PlUN'n:D NAME ADDRESS

1. J5~ ~mJoYoIoOQ.a..--_ p.Q &x 129) I/olrk~~
2. Ck/77 &0." l W.l6a"J . 60x' 3h~ V,/~ AI(r'm
3.~ ~h:A~~~S,~S ~'t: 2-ca?S: ~,-~r<p
4. '-?:f-'l1 M ,1"O'i l Po6~, 1IAJJ.n.. AI< 'l9l-lboO()b~

5,~~~~~l40~.!.!~..:..Y6..~~~_ er- C{~

6. ~~~..'1.1 ~(t4bk_ fbbo1=rls>\S7!) &J,r..h!$~~
7. _

8.

9. _

)._--
11. _

12.,;.- _

13. _

14. _

lS, _

16. _

17. _

18. _

f19 _

20 _

21, _

22. _

24. _

25. _

,
•
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PETITIQN TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil spill Settlement to purchase Wa~
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

--
12.--
13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

I 24.

25.



PETITION TO EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL

WE, the undersiqned, urqe the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement: to purchase Wayne
- ndeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska. We

1 that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of the
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amonqst: the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

ADDRESS

~:l:....-.Jl!LlLiliJ!.=.~~~~ (1:= (717 ~/
~~::...-I-.&.::e::a..;...:.:.;~_ ~~~~~~~ .1~~ lS14~ ~
btu! lit: ttl /S'Jrtl-1hft( Pi 8 rl- ff?d (/Jt.H!E"? _

~~'-1> ~ 101> 2>{~-=r Vc{~.Ji::! -7~~~""",",""""~ - -....;.....--.;~:...--~-=-~ ..;,.=__

Jdbtv M Vanfu~~~~~~ Vt

DATE

~-J.S1. _

2. W-;)5

3. !R-;J~

/
4. h:Z;

5. ~ 1,J?
6. _

7. _

8. _

9. _

.&..&.._-- ,.
12. _

13. _

14.

15. _

16 ....., _

17. _

18. _

19. _

20. _

21. _

22. _

24. _

25. _



PBTITION'Il'Ot!IXXQH-YAJ.DI1 OIL:'S)ILL TRUSTEI tCODlfClI41

WE, the undersigned, urge the Trustees of the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Trustee
Council to use funds from the Exxon Valdez oil Spill Settlement to purchase WaJ""' ....
Blondeau's property located at the mouth of Mineral Creek in Valdez, Alaska.
feel that the purchase of this property would help in the rehabilitation of 1
species injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill and would be amongst the most prime
scenic and recreational property in the Valdez area.

DATE PRINTED NAME

l~ ~/2l?/71 e<I1 DRat M
2. oLE .Pta '7 r. JIt Il
3. _

4. _

5. _

6.

7. _

8. _

9. _

10. _

11. _
,.12. _

13. _

14. _

15. _

16. _

17. _

180 _

19. _

200 _

~10---
22. _

230 _

240 _

250 _

r

----_._----------------
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Donna L Walsh
POBox 1224

1n3 Homestead Street
Valdez, AK 99686

(907) 835-5116

JUlyS, 1997

Ms Molly McCammon
Executive Director
Exxon Valdez 011 Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street, Suite 401
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451

Dear Ms McCammon

f6)~©~DW~ID)
In.) 'JUL , 4 1997

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
TRUSTEE COUNCIL

This letter Is regarding the small parcels purchase program Implemented by the Exxon Valdez 011 Spill
Trustees Council (EVOSTC) As a Valdez resident, I feel very strongly that the 100-acre shoreline
property at the mouth of Minerai Creek would be an Ideal purchase for EVOSTC I am currently living
near the Minerai Creek shoreline property and I frequently visit the area In question In my view, the
Minerai Creek shoreline property Is a perfect candidate for Inclusion In the EVOSTC small parcels
purchase program for the following reasons

1) The property Is home to numerous birds, wild plants, fish and various small mammals In
~dltlon, this land Is used by many shorebirds, of which many were affected by the 011 spill

2) The property would be accessible to a large number of persons, not only those residing In
Valdez but also to the numerous year-round visitors. With so few areas with public access to
shoreline In Alaska, this would be a true asset to Valdez, the community most closely connected
to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill

'.
3) The property has an Incredible view of the 011 tankers as they come and go from the Valdez

terminal· perhaps the only accessible place In Alaska where this type of viewing can take place

Should EVOSTC decide to purchase this property, a marine park could be established which would
protect the natural resources In the area as well as serve as a much needed recreation site for Alaskans
and visitors. This marine park would allow visitors to view the oil tankers on their voyages to and from
the Valdez terminal An educational program could be Implemented to Inform users of the sensitive
balance of wildlife and how the natural resource extraction IndUstry can be successfully managed to
coexist with the protection of the environment

I strongly encourage EVOSTC to consider the purchase of the property at the mouth of Minerai Creek In
Valdez. I have heard that consideration Is based on land affected by the 011 spill, and that this land Is not
one that was closely Impacted However, as far as pUblic access Is concerned, this land Is the closest
land to the affected 011 spill area that Is accessible by road Therefore, I feel It is the perfect parcel for
participation EVOSTC's small parcel purchase program

Thank you for your consideration of this request

Sancerely

Donna Walsh
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VALDEZ VANGUARD
9/17/97

BIXby wants support
for shoreline park

BIll BIXby. as cha1tpCrson of the
Alaska State Paries AdvIsory Board
for the Valdez area. asked. the counal
to support purchase of shorehne
property, currently owned by-Wayne
Blondeau, by the Exxon Valdez 011
SpIll Trustees Counct! BlXby has
been organtzlDg a letter dnve at the
local schools, and other concerned
mdlvlduals to convmce the trustees
to purchase the Tand

Of the 19 speaes8ffected by the­
at! spill, BlXby said the trustees
reported only two~g on the pr0p­
erty, but Blondeau c1aams as many
as 18 of the SpeCies can be found
there

To "sweeten the pot," he asked
the councal to offer the trustees add!­
taonalland, donated by the City, adJa­
ccnt to the Blondeau property All the
land would connect to the new
Alaska State Parks tratl to Gold
Creek, wtuch IS accessed at the end
ofWest Egan Dnve

Hams asked the proposItIon be
revIewed by the CIty's planmng and
zonmg commISSIon, and WIth that
endorsement, he would call for a res­
olution to promote the purchase of
the property by the trustees Mayor
Dave Cobb saJd he hoped to get the
resolution and letters to the trustees
by thetr next meetang set for Dec. 15
In other councIl news

• Mayor Cobb proclaImed
OctoberArts and Humarutles Month
Kosta Sorenson., VICC presIdent of the
Valdez Arts CounCil, and loe Leahy,
dJrcctor of the Valdez Museum, saJd
they would work together to promote
arts and humanIties awareness dur­
mg that month

PENINSULA CLARION
9/18/97

Science
libraries
join forces

ANCHORAGE (AP)-A
group of Alaska sCience
Itbranes plans to open as a
new publtc Itbrary here next
month to save money by con­
soltdatton

Alask.l Resources Library
and InformatIon Services
WIll hou~e the collections
from seven state and federal

•agencIes. accordmg to Cathy
VItale one of the ltbranans
All told there WIll be 150.000
books and 700 Journals. plus
access to CD-ROM and com­
puter data bases

The hbrary Will merge the
collections of the Alaska
Department of Fish and
Game the Arctic
EnVironmental Information
and Data Center of the
UniversIty of Alaska, US
Fish and Wlldhfe ServIce,
U S GeologIcal Survey.
Minerals Management
SerVIce, Bureau of Land
Management and the OIl
Spill Public InformatIon
Center



RESOLUTION 97-75

CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF VALDEZ, ALASKA AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF
APPROXIMATELY 50 ACRES OF ASLS 79-117, TRACT A
TO THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL TRUSTEE COUNCIL
FOR LESS THAN FAIR MARKET VALUE

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l ~s

cons~uer~ng the purchase of the Blondeau parcel, PWS 1056, and

WHEREAS, the C~ ty of Valdez owns property ad] acent to the
Blondeau property that has waterfront access and supports many of
the ~n]ured spec~es, and

WHEREAS, the Exxon Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l funds the
acqM~s~t~on of land to protect the hab~tat of ~n]ured resources and
serv~ces to prevent add~t~onal ~n]ury to resources and serv~ces

wh~le recovery ~s tak~ng place, and to prov~de a long-term safety
net for these resources, and

WHEREAS, the property that the C~ty owns has the potent~al as
a l~v~ng ~nterpret~ve area that would preserve th~s hab~ta~ and
naturally d~splay many spec~es ~n]ured dur~ng the Exxon Valdez o~l

sp~ll, and

WHEREAS, the C~ty of Valdez has determ~ned that the best use
of th~s property would be for recreat~on and as hab~tat, and

WHEREAS, the C~ty of Valdez w~shes to have th~s C~ty property
~ncorporated w~th the Blondeau parcel

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the C~ty Counc~l of the C~ty

of Valdez, Alaska that

Sect~on 1 The C~ty Counc~l hereby agrees to sell an
approx~mate 50 acre p~rcel as ~nd~cated ~n Exh~b~t A to the Exxon
Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l for $10 00 and the follow~ng

cons~derat~ons and cond~t~ons

1 The Exxon Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l purchases the
Blondeau Parcel, PWS 1056

2 The property w~ll be turned over to the Alaska D~v~s~on of
Parks to manage

3 The property w~ll be managed as a state recreat~on s~te



4 The property w~ll be used and managed for publ~c
recreat~on

5 The D~v~s~on of Parks w~ll establ~sh a Jo~nt c~ty/state
management team to develop management plans for the property

6 Access to the 50 acres w~ll not be through establ~shed
res~dent~al streets

Sect~on 2 The Mayor shall be author~zed to s~gn the deed
transferr~ng t~tle ~n the property

Sect~on 3 A survey and plat of the property w~ll be
completed by the Exxon Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l pr~or to
ownersh~p be~ng transferred

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COm-lCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ,
ALASKA th~s 3rd day of November, 1997

CITY OF VALDEZ, ALASKA

Sher~ Caples,

r

CITY OF VALDEZ RESOLUTION 97-75 PAGE 2
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EXHIBIT A
Resolution 97-75
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\1EMORANDUM·
Mayor and C~ty Counc~l
cTO

FROM

November 3, 1997
DATE
SUBJECT

Plann~ng and Zon~ng Comm~ss~on Donat~on of port~on of
ASLS 79-117, Tract A

The Plann~ng and Zon~ng Comm~ss~on has rev~ewed the request to
donate a 50 acre port~on of ASLS 79-117, Tract A to the Exxon
Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l The Comm~ss~on recommends that
the property be donated to the Trustee Counc~l w~th the follow~ng

cond~t~ons

1 The Exxon Valdez O~l Sp~ll Trustee Counc~l purchases the
Blondeau Parcel, PWS 1056

r
The property w~ll be managed as a state recreat~on s~te3

2 The property w~ll be turned over to the Alaska D~v~s~on of
Parks to manage

4 The property w~ll be used and managed for publ~c

recreat~on

,~, 5 The D~v~s~on of Parks w~ll establ~sh a Jo~nt c~ty/state

management team to develop management plans for the property
,

6 Access to the 50 acres w~ll not be through establ~shed

res~dent~al streets

r

\

H \comdevldala\a:agenda\97qeoda\evos 113

POBOX 3CI1 • VALDEZ ALASKA 99686
TELEPHONE (907) 835-4313 • TELECOPIER (907) 835-2992



VALDEZ STAR NOVEMBER S. 1997

/J.isJgy Seeks City Donation OfLand..

50 Acres Sought For Park
CITY HALL-A propos­

al that would add SO acres of
Clty-owned land to 100 acres
of Wayne Blondeau property
at the mouth of Mmeral Creek
for purc:la5C as a state park
won the approval of the
Plannmg & Zonmg
Commission Wednesday
mght

Valdez attorney Bill
BIXby, a member of the State
Park AdvIsory Board said the
donation of SO acres ofwater­
front property by the City
would "sweeten the pot"

It may be enough, he said,
to convmce the Exxon Valdez
011 Spill Trustee Council to
purchase the adJomlng 100
acres owned by Blondcau

The combmed parcel,
Bixby told the commiSSion,
Ideally would be operated as a
state park

He descnbcd the site as
"pnme recreation property,
Ideal as a trailhead for the new
Shoup GlaCier trail, and a
launchmg pomt for kayakers "

City planner Dave Dengel
descnbed the SO acres as part

of the "seismic wave run-up
area" at the mouth of Mmeral
Creek and was not mcluded m
the CIty'S master plan for an
area ofdevelopment

Nevertheless, plannmg
commissioner Jerry Saylors
had some mlSglVlngs about
the donation ofCity property

"It gives the Impression the
City 15 aldmg the sale offor the
owner, the ultunate benefac­
tor Are we putting financial
gam on one person at City
expense?" he asked

Commission Chalnllan
John Fanm, said he would go
along With two conditions
attached

I That the trailhead for
the Shoup Bay trail not tra­
verse any residential areas

2 That the City'S SO acres
not be "locked up" once donat­
ed

In the end, the commis­
sion voted 6 to 0 to recom­
mend to the City council that
the SO acres be donated for
park purposes

Bixby's appearance before
the counCil IS phase two of hiS

effort to convmce the Exxon
Valdez Trustee Council to
acquire the property

On the first go around,
accordmg to BIXby, the pr0p­

erty was low-rated by the
counCil

But BIXby beheves that
community support, In the
form of petitions and !etten,
and the donation of SO adJOIn­
109 acres, might convince the
trustee council to give the pr0­
posal a higher billing

The trustee councd IS
charged With spending nearly
$1 billion m settlement funds
the Exxon Corp m the wake
of the 1989 011 spill The funds
arc dedicated to edUcatIOn and
restoration projects In the
spill-Impacted areas

In a response to BIXby's
proposal, Molly McCammon,
executive director of the
trustee council said, "These
kmds of actions would cer­
tamly make acqulnng the par­
cel more mterestlng from the
council's perspective"



Shanna Sunmons
PO Box2825
Valdez, AK 99686

November 6, 1997

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
c/o Molly McCammon, ExecutIve DIrector
645 G Street, Swte 401
Anchorage, AI{ 99501

Dear Ms McCammon and Trustee Council

fPJ~~~n:~@
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPIn

TRUSTEE COUNCIL

I urge the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council to approve the purchase ofland currently owned
by Wayne Blondeau

As a Valdez resIdent for 7 years, I beheve that tins land should be a restoration pnonty m
terms ofboth habitat protection and recreational opportumties mthe Valdez area
Personally, I have seen salmon, Dolly Varden, oystercatchers, Canachan geese, sea otters,
and black and brown bears usmg this property and Its surroundmg waters In adchnon,

I
Valdez has very httle publIc waterfront land avallable for use by the general publIc The
only publIc beach m Valdez IS very small and frequently crowded, further, It IS scheduled
to be turned mto an expanded small boat harbor

Valdez was Impacted as greatly by the 1989 oil spill as any Alaskan commumty Many
local residents feel that the EVOS Trustee CouncJ.1 has turned Its back on projects mour
area mfavor ofallocatmg resources to the more orgamzed, highly actIve commumties of
Homer, Kochak, and on the Kenal Pemnsula

The small-parcel purchase request ofWayne Blondeau's land does not reqwre a large
allocation when compared to other projects and purchases funded by the EVOS Trustee
CouncJ.1 In adchnon, the City ofValdez, which strongly supports tins purchase, has
offered to donate adjacent lands, contmgent on an EVOS purchase Thus, tins small­
parcel acqwsltIon would be a very effective use ofrestoration funds

I ilrge you to approve the purchase ofWayne Blondeau property, and to more favorably
consIder other restoration projects for Pnnce Wllham Sound Thank you very much

Shanna SImmons
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Ex..XON PURCH -\SE

Editor,

Many Valdezans are
aware of a small-parcel pur­
chase request to the Exxon
Valdez 011 Spill Trustee
Council for the purchase of
\hyne Blondeau's propert)
past Minerai Creek

There has been a commu­
nity-wide effort to make the
EVOS trustee council aware
of Valdez' support of thiS pur­
chase

SpeCific uses for the land
have not yet been detennlned,
but Ideas Include a publtc piC
me and parking area, kayak
put-In, trailhead to the new
Shoup Bay trail, and an inter­
pretive state park ranger sta­
tIOn

In a show of support, the
City of Valdez has offered to
donate adjacent lands, contin­
gent on an EVOS purchase

These lands are deSignat­
ed wetlands and so could not
be used for development

The purchase request Will
be conSidered at the
November 18 meeting of the
EVOS Trustees In Anchorage
If you support thiS proJect,
please write to the Exxon
Valdez 011 Spill trustee
Council, 645 G Street. SUIte
40 I, Anchorage, AK 9950 I

Additional Infonnatlon IS

available from several local
bUSinesses, Mayor Cobb. or •
any of your Alaska State
ParkslDNR Community
AdVISOry Board representa­
tives Bill Bixby, Bill Deppe.
Nancy Lethcoe, ,RIchard
Chaffin, Shanna Simmons.
Pat Welch. Jeanne Passin or
Tabitha Gregory

Shanna Simmons
Valdez



EVOS Trustees land pitch
Wilhams was the only council

member to VOle agaanstaulhonZing
the sale of SO acres of city land 10
Ihe Exxon Valdez 011 Spill TruslCe
Council for less the fair market val­
ue, as pariofa package to cnuee the
Trustee Council to purchase Wayne
Blondcau's shorehne property west
of Maneral Creek to be used as a
proposed manne park

"We're usang pubhc land to try
and leverage the purchase ofpnvale
lands 1bat bothers me I JUSl don't
feel n IS In the best Interest of the:
communny," Wilhams said

Cobb SlId the land IS "undevel­
opable" because n IS wetland, and
there's a federal ban on wetland
development Council Member
Lynn Chrystal said the city would
sull have some control of the land,
because the EVOS Council would
turn Ihe land over to the Alaska
State Parks, which would develop
the area according to a JOint clly- •
st3te m3nagemcnt plan

Cobb saad the city has a heanng
Dec 18 With the trustee council to
diSCUSS the land package

·.
VALDEZ VARGUABD
ROVEHBER 19. 1997
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Trustees take the 'carrot'
• $10 wetlands sale
entices EVOS council
to support Minerai
Creek marine park

_ By Tony Bickert

Valdez Vanguard
The Exxon Valde~ all Spill Tru<;tees

Council, which had previously showed ht·
- tie Interest In bUying the 100 acres of ocean

shorehne at the mouth of Minerai Creek -
_ the site for a proposed manne park - has

changed Its nund. now that the Caty ofValde~

has offered to throw an another SO acres for
$10 •

Molly McCammon, executive director of
- the Trustees Counctl, satd Monday that the

state ponlon of counCil, which holds three
ofthe SIX scats, Will vote on Dec 18 to have
the land appraised, and Will encourage
remaining councal members to do the same.
Land appraasalls a key step In the Trustccs'
small parcels purchase process

In June, when local members of the State

P Ir\.., Cllll\.n, Ae.!v""rv Uo mJ h\.g \n \llh
bylng the I ru:.t\.l.:.to buy the: (Jne.! -lor :.lIto
by ownl.r Way"", Blondc:lU - Tru:.te:~:.

director of operJllon:. Erato Myers said there
WolS hllie chJnce of appr:u:.al let alone a sale
because the land was not conSidered high.
pnorlty In tenus of habllat restoration Plus,
he said the Trust~es are batoklogged wllh
more than 100 other pan.els under conSider­
ation and had Issued a moratonum on new
purchases

But McCammon said the Valdez CIlY
Council's Nov 3 resoluuon to sell the
Trustees SO acres of adJacent wetlands for
$10 on the condillon that the Trustees buy
the Blondeau parcel, got her attention and
moved the ISSue to the front burner

"CertaInly what the ctty has dono makes
It a much more cntlclng parcel," she SlId
WWhat wc're interested In dOing IS mUlmlz·
Ing the bang for thc buck. And when you gct
asttuatlon bke dus where thc city steps up to
the plate and shows Its commltmcntto a par.
cel, Ithtnk the council listens to that and
responds

The Blondcau property, the only beach-

frootland In Valdez other than Dock
POint, IS an Ideal site for a state run
piCniC area, wllh pink and sr' -­
salmon fishing aV311able frolJ
shore said Valdez Mayor 1
Cobb a strong supporter of the ..
Ject

Bill Bixby chalnnan of the slate
adVisory board, said It'S also a
strategic trail head location the
Shoup Glaclcr-to-Valde~ TraJl, to be
completed next ycar, runs through
the area Bixby also wants to estab-

_ bsh the spot as a manne traJllaunch
area for kayaks

If the counCil does purchase the
property, the State Parks
Departmcnt would develop and
managc the area., Bixby saad The
Department of Natural Resources
has also shown an laterest

"I don't see thc city pUlling any
moncy lalo It... Cobb saad In June
"It Will all be done by the Trustee
funds and maantalned by State
Parks So, we want to try to gct It
moved ahead In the process"

The council had voted to seD the
$10 parcel because the wetlands,
protccled under state and federal
preservation laws, are of no &
opmental use 10 the city ,

"I guess It'S kmd ofacarrot,\
Valdez Community Devclopment
Director Dave t>engcl "But wc're
not Just gomg to give It to them
They have to buy Blondeau's prop­
erty And that would mean some of
that Trustce money IS spent In

Valdcz and we get a stale parle pres­
ence down here as well II
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