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VALDEZ OIL SPILL
» M CRusTEE CoUNCIL

1120 Huffman Road #362
Anchorage, Alaska 99515

May 15, 1997
EVOS Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorge, Alaska 99501

Gentlemen:

1 am writing to request that you purchase as much land as possible from the Eyak and Afognak Joint
Venture corporations. Particularly in the forest surrounding Paul's and Laura Lakes on Afognak Island.

Thank you for your attention.

Very truly yours, {

Y

(Mrs.) Donna White
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Carol Hoover

148 Oak Springs Drive
San Anselmo, CA 94960
415/454-2436/ph

415 455 0748/fax
choover@triad.inc.com

Date: 1 May 1997

To: Molly McCammon / Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
From: Carol Hoover

Pages: cover plus 2

1 May 1997

Molly Mc Cammon

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street

Suit 401

Anchorage Alaska 99501

Dear Molly:

I appreciate the comprehensive package and documents you sent tome
regarding the Exxon Valdez restoration plan. The package was not
comprehensive on the subject of fee simple acquisitions and why it is happening
to Native lands in the spill zone, and that was my main inquiry. The only
attempt at an explanation I saw is that it would be easier to manage the
preservation and restoration issues if the land was owned by the US
Covernment. That there is no Native representation on the Trustee Council is
also a sad fact. Why is this?

I remain solidly against the fee simple transactions that are happening on Native
American lands in the name of preservation and restoration. Their loss of title
will mean a loss of culturc, and an un-cstimateable loss of value to them now and
to their children. These lands are worth way more per acre than the price that is
being offered. I contend that these lands can be placed in trust, with agreements
in place in perpetuity that would allow transfer of title if the agreements
concerning preservation and restoration were broken. If the lands are sold fee
simple, we arc wiping out culturcs as well. Their history and heritage will
become plaques on US park service kiosks for us to wonder about.

What needs to be strived for is a protection of bio-diversity within natural
environments. We need to protect the issues of sovereignty. It is OK to have
Native Americans on their lands, possibly turning on their computers and
communicating around the world, and then going subsistence fishing for




.

Laa noover

290

R K1074I0°VU /RS W3 WO.O48 AV [ReUN

themselves and their families. A blending of living traditional cultures with the
trends of the future is attainable— and disparately needs to be protected in these
times. We are in danger of a becoming a crass mono-culture, ruled by profits,
with the glimpses of past culturcs in muscums and in forbidden roped off arcas,
for us to view and "please do not touch."

You stated that no lands are being sold to unwilling parties. But, less money is
being offered for conservation easements, etc. More money is being offered for
fee simple. And, not all the people involved really understand the finality of their
Boards decisions, nor are they being fully informed before the fact. Is the Trustee
Council helping the Native people protect their restoration settlements to see that
the money lasts in perpetuity too? A sum a month seems like a gift, especially
since many of these "only for profit" ANCSA corporations have not performed
very well in their extractionary policics in the PWS arca.

These monies should be put in trust funds for the benefit of not only the
preservation and restoration of the region, but for the preservation and
restoration of living Native cultures.

It would be a phenomenal accomplishment, a worldwide precedent. The Trustee
Council can help make this possible. Why not?

[ am also making a specific request. It is my hope that concerning the Eyak
Corporation that you purchase only conservation easements around Eyak Lake,
Eyak River and Power Creck and not offer to buy the land in fee simple title from
the Eyak Indian people. True habitat restoration can still be achieved without
buying their ancestral land.

The Native Americans in Alaska have a right to their land. They have fought for
it, just like us. I contend they, Native Americans, arc being duped, again, and
that this is a brilliant yet insidious way to gain title of prime ANCSA lands for
the US Government.

Sincerely,
Carol Hoover

Cordova landowner
and concerned American citizen
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28 April, 1997

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Sﬁbject: Eyak Habitat Protection and Acquisition
Decar Ms. McCammon:

On behalf of the 1.3 million members at World Wildlife Fund (WWF), I would like
to comment on the proposed Eyak fish and wildlife habitat conservation and restoration lands
package (Eyak parcels EYA 01 through EYA 13). Because these lands include coastal
temperate rainforests that have otherwise been under represented in the EVOS land
acquisitions, the Council could make significant reparations for the recovery of numerous
injured fish and wildlife species associated with this and other habitat types as well as ensure
continued subsistence use and public access to the proposed acquisitions.

A recent computer mapping (Geographic Information System) and conservation
assessment by WWF of 116 North American ecoregions (large geographic areas having
similar species assemblages and ecological processes) ranked the coastal temperate rainforest
region of Alaska as "globally outstanding.” This region received the highest ranking for
biodiversity attributes evaluated by WWTF because it contains some of the most productive
marine and terrestrial ecosystems in the world as well as one quarter of the world’s declining
temperate rainforests. Therefore, it i3 vital that the Council acquire all temperate rainforest
lands from willing sellers in the spill region in order to sustain the verdant natural resources
that such lands provide and to ensure recovery of injured fish and wildlife species that local
communities depend on for subsistence. The Eyak land acquismons would allow the Council
to make strategically significant acquisitions within a region that is of global as well as local
1mportance.

In addition, to WWE's computer analysis of this region, the Eyak lands are some of
the most productive and biologically rich parcels in the entire spill region. These lands are
vital to the recovery of injured fish and wildlife for the following reasons:

World Wildlife Fund

1250 Twenty-Fourth St., NW Washington, DC 20037-1175 USA
Tel: (202) 293-4800 Fax: (202) 293.92!1
Affiliated with World Wide Fund for Nature
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Ms. Molly McCammon
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® Over .80 anadromous fish streams (many of which serve as important corridors for
passage of migrating salmon), numerous lakes and lagoons, approximately 50 miles of
freshwater shoreline, and 150 miles of saltwater shoreline. Such aquatic areas are vital to
the recovery of injured salmonids (all five specics of salmonids occur in moderate to high
pumbers) and intertidal organisms.

® High nesting concentrations of bald eagles; 85% of the lands received high
rankings for eagles, due primarily, to the juxtaposition of suitable nesting habitat and high
concentrations of spawning salmonids.

® High concentrations of scabirds, pamc:umrl'y those injured by the oil spill; marbled
murrelet, harlequin duck, black oystercatcher, and pigeon guillemot (several parcels received

moderate to high rankings).

W High water quality and watershed values. Several of the parcels are crucial for
mainaining city drinking water supplies and have been designaied as "Arcas Meriting Special
Attention" under local coastal zone management plans.” Protecting these areas from loggmg
would epsure continuation of high quality drinking water and fish habitat that the region is
dependent on.

® Important pupping, feeding, and halout areas for harbor seals and sea otters.

® Opportunities to create ecosystem-based management and coordinated conservation
strategies in the spill region. Many of the Eyak lands are juxtaposed with USDA Forest
Service lands and highly productive wildlife areas (e.g., Olsen and Beartrap bays, Copper
River Delta). When joined to other protected areas, the Eyak lands would contribute to
overall ecosystem integrity and resource recovery beyond their immediate importance by
providing large core reserves (refugia from human disturbances) and connecting corridors for
the passage of fish and wildlife. In addition, because the Eyak lands include a mixture of
terrestrial, riparian, and marine environments their protection would better ensure recovery
of resources spanning multiple and interconnected habitat types.

- B Ecologically significant lands for many species and community types at their
geographic limits. Eyak lands include one of the few arcas in Prince William Sound where
Alaska cedar, muskeg, alder, cottonwood, and wintering trumpeter swans occur.

® Logging and related road building activities and devclopment would jeopradize
resource recovery in the spill region. Local economic pressures could exert a profound
effect on the areas natural resources if such lands are not acquired or put into conservation
easements to provide resource dependent communities with alterpatives to unsustainable
development and logging. A combination of surface fee acquisitions and conservadon
casements (particularly timber easements) would allow the region to appropriately balance
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Ms. Molly McCammon
28 April, 1997
Page 3

ecoacmics with conservation and would direct development away from ecologically fragile
lands. Such a comprehensive approach to resource management would ensure that the
regions high subsistence aod recreational values are maintained in an ecologically appropriate
manner, offering sustainable economic opportunities for local communities. This approach is
consistent with the Council’s other important acquisitions in the spill region that have
balanced economic use with conservation of injured resources such as the Kodiak habitat
acquisitions.

In closing, we support the Council's previous landmark acquisitions in the spill region
and we hope that the Council will now continue these bold steps to recovering injured
resources by completing the Eyak conservation and restoration lands package in this globally
outstanding region. Please feel free to contact me at 202-822-3463, should you have any
questions regrading my comments. Once again, thank you for all the hard work the Council
has done to recover the regions’ injured resources.

incerely,

minecdd ol Do,

Dominick A. DellaSala, Ph.D.
Director
U.S. Forest Conservation Program




Cordova Chamber of Commerce
First Street P.0. Box 99
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council APR 28 1597
Molly McCammon, Executive Director

645 G. Street, Suite 401 EXXON VALDEZ oIl SPILL
Anchorage AK 99501-3451 TRUSTEE COUNC”_

Dear Ms. McCammon and Members of the Trustee Council:

The Cordova Chamber of Commerce supports the ongoing negotiations between the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council and the Eyak Corporation for acquisition and
conservation of 78,820 acres offered to the Council. The economic health of the City of Cordova
depends largely on the health of our fishing industry. Included in the parcels for discussion are
areas sensitive to fish habitat. The Chamber of Commerce strongly encourages any bargaining
that will safeguard this vulnerable region.

The fund administered by the Trustee Council was intended to finance restoration projects and
protect natural resources and the sensitive ecosystems contained within the oil polluted areas of
) the Prince William Sound and surrounding areas. The proposed parcels offered by the Eyak
Corporation for consideration fall directly in line with the criteria needed for acquisition. In
addition, an agreed settlement would generate capital for Eyak shareholders to foster economic
growth by giving them the ability to diversify business development opportunities while creating
long term habitat conservation in many areas sensitive to our fisheries.

The commitment of the EVOS Trustee Council to restore and protect the Prince William Sound is
evident and appreciated by the community. We strongly encourage the Council to complete
negotiations with the Eyak Corporation to a successful end. Finalizing the agreement will be in
the best interest of the people and land encompassed by Prince William Sound. Thank you for
your attention.

Sincerely,

Cordovg Ch b%(gmerce

Belen Cook, President




Carolyn Swanson
5941 Camino Lane #5
Paradise, CA 95969

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
0il spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. - However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect. this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge yoﬁ to spend ALL of the settlement funds to_ .
acquire the private 1and§"§§€ﬁ1ﬁ“cngg§§§:§§§;gng;wgq;gg;L_ggggiﬂ_

Fjords Natiomal ParK, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
W%TETITE‘R@fuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
Sincerely.

of the regipn recover. e
)
Cllﬁ/Lé ¢b76¢;01§L¢L4Eﬁ«.J

Carolyn Swanson




Helen Faraday Young
716 N. June St.
Los Angeles, CA 90038

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large ‘areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future. '

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sirnfjcerely

|

Helen Faraday You




Cordova District Fishermen United

Celebrating 62 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova, Alaska
P.O. Box 939 Cordova, Alaska 99574 / Telephone (907) 424-3447 / Fax (907) 424-3430

D)ECEIVE

April 23, 1997

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council ‘APR 2 § 1097

Molly McCammqn, Executive Director

645 G. Street, Suite 401 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 TRUSTEE COUNCIL

Dear Ms. McCammon and Members of the Trustee Couneﬂ:

Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) is writing this letter in support of the ongoing negotiations
between the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council and the Eyak Corporation for acquisition and
conservation of 78,820 acres offered to the Council. The expressed mission of CDFU is to preserve,
promote and perpetuate the fisheries in the Prince William Sound and the Copper River. Included in the
parcels for discussion are areas sensitive to fish habitat. These are consistent with our mission goals and
therefore, CDFU strongly encourages any bargaining that will safeguard this vulnerable region.

The fund administered by the Trustee Council was intended to finance restoration projects and protect
natural resources and the sensitive ecosystems contained within the oil polluted areas of the Prince William
Sound and surrounding areas. The proposed parcels offered by the Eyak Corporation for consideration fall
directly in line with the criteria needed for acquisition. In addition, an agreed settlement would generate
capital for Eyak shareholders to foster economic growth by giving them the ability to diversify business
development opportunities while creating long term habitat conservation in many areas sensitive to our
fisheries.

The commitment of the EVOS Trustee Council to restore and protect the Prince William Sound is evident
and appreciated by CDFU. We strongly encourage the Council to complete negotiations with the Eyak
Corporation to a successful end. Finalizing the agreement will be in the best interest of the people and land
encompassed by Prince William Sound. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
ORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED

Ohare Shoor

Cheri Shaw, Executive Director
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Molly McCammon, Executive Director April 23, 1997
Exxon Valdeg Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 (3 Street, Suite 401

‘) Anchorage, AK 99501-3451

Deoar Molly,

I um writing this letter ag a Cordova resident who is concerned about the pace, price, and
potential outcome of the pendiug EVOS Trustee Council negotiations with Eyak
Corporation over lands in eastcrn Prince William Sound. I think it is important to state
the obvious: that perapectives differ and while the Trustce Council is negotiating un
behalf of habitul protection and restoration, Eyak Corporation is.weighing benefits and
consequences that will surely accrue, whether uvw or in the future, from los of its land
base. :

Eyak Corporation has asked my support for successful conclngion of the ongoing
negotiations betwecen the Trustee Council and the curporation over the comprehensive
habitat protection package involving ite lands in castcrn Prince William Souud.

For the past two years I have been invulved with a citizen initiative to diversify the local
and regional economy of the Copper River watershed while prulecting the cultural
heritage and the environment. I must make it clear that this letter is my own, however
my past work has influenced my present philosophy of land management and ownership.
1 find that what is missing in many of Alaska's citizens is 4 land ethic, a sense of caring
and stewardship, a balance of economic and environmental concerns, instead of ruw
environmental exploilation. I can only conclude at this point that this missing cthic in
part stems from thc dominant land ownership by Lthe federal government. Therefore, 1
support retention of land by private owners, particularly for Alaska's Nalive people
whose culture i8 so intimately tied to the land.

\ 1 reviewed the discussion draft map and observed thut the bulk of the negotiation (55,000
, acres) is for fee simple title, while the romsainder is for conservation easements (6,400
acres) aud limber conservation easements (17,500 acres).

T strongly encourage the Trustce Council to get creative und purchase for less than fee
title, especially in areas of eultural importance to the Eyak people. It is my
understanding thut the area around Power Creek, kyak Lake, and Eyak River is of
particular cultural scnsitivity. It is an area weriling special attention, because the City
of Cordova har algo annexed the bulk of these lands. I believe it is in the best interests of
everyoue, present and future, if these lands were to be included as super restrictive
conscrvation easements, rather thun us fee title.

There 18 an opportunity, through these negotiations, to create a sustainable future for
this region by integraling comprehensive conservation for critical fish and wildlife
habitat, and protcctions for subsistence und recreational resources, with development
opportunities for Eyak Corporation and long-term benefits for its shareholders. T helieve
this opportunity would be best seized through more conscrvation easemeaty #nd less fee
title purchases.

Nonetheless, T encourage the Trustee Council to complete its negoliations with Eyak
Corporation over these land parcels. Whatever the result, the future of the region will be
determincd by your decisions. Carpe diem! Seize the day.

Best wishes for successful closurc,

N o
Riki Ott

S

TNhTO! p.oai
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council April 28, 1997
645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Trustee Council Members,

Thank you for your continuing efforts to negotiate an agreement with the Eyak Corporation to
protect habitat in eastern Prince William Sound, for the benefit of fish and wildlife, and the
people who depend on them. It has been a long and time consuming process so far, and we
greatly appreciate the Trustes Council's patience and the corporation’s willingness to be flexible
and return to the table with a fresh approach.

Protection of the habitat belonging to the Eyak Corporation has always been and still remains a
high priority for the members of the Alaska Rainforest Campaign. We strongly urge both parties
to negotiate a comprehensive deal including protection of Eyak's land on the coast of Prince
William Sound, as well as the Eyak Lake / Eyak River / Power Creek area and the Rude River
drainage.

We urge you to persevere towards conclusion of a comprehensive agreement, as you have
done so successfully now with nearly all of the willing sellers of large parcels from Prince Willlam
Sound to the Kodiak Archipelago. Protection of these lands will be a critically important addition
to the Trustee Councli's extraordinary legacy of restoration of the Exxon Valdez disaster.

Sincerely,

Greg Petrich Eric Jorggnsen, Campalgn Co-Chair

Wildlife Conservation Director Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund
O@{m«ww

Kevin Harun, Executive Director i Nathaniel Lawrenca, Counsel

Alaska Center for the Environment Natural Resources Defense Council

tabiodh e /‘"‘Zz/

Sally Kabish, Associate Alaska Representative  Buck Lindekugel, Cdnservation Director

SIW W %”Sewaﬁm -
Michael A. Francis, National Forest Program Robert Dewey, Habitat Conservation Director
The Wilderness Society Defenders of Wildlife
ALASKA OFFICE! UAIN OFFICE: UNITED METHCDIST BUILDING
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Ms. Molly McCammon APR 2 8 1997
Executive Director
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

645 G Street EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 TRUSTEE COUNCIL

Dear Ms. McCammon:

I am writing in support of the Exxon Valdez 0Oil Spill Trustee
Council’s purchase of 78,820 acres of Eyak Corporation land in
Prince William Sound, specifically in Port Gravina, Sheep, Simpson
and Windy Bays, and Eyak Lake and River. The acquisition of these
lands or conservation easements will accomplish a number of
important goals for Eyak Corporation and other residents of both
Cordova and Prince William Sound.

The acquisition of these lands will offer protection for many
injured resources in Prince William Sound, create long term habitat
conservation, enable capital investment by Eyak Corporation and
enhance economic activity in Cordova’s struggling economy.
Proceeds from this acquisition may also create a permanent
settlement trust for Eyak Corporation Shareholders, which could
provide long term benefits and protection of recreational and
subsistence activities.

When the EVOS Trustee Council completes this acquisition, an
important era of pain and mistrust will begin to heal. The
residents of Cordova will finally realize a milestone that has been
anticipated for many years. Although difficult to quantify, the
emotional satisfaction this acquisition creates will benefit us
all.

If you have any questions regarding my position and support of the
Eyak Corporation’s proposal, please contact me at (907)424-6200.
I appreciate your help.

Sincerely,

P*?iéqﬁw&_

W. Scott Janke
City Manager

cc: Brian Lettich, Eyak Corp.

602 Railroad Avenue P.O.Box 1210 Cordova. Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 424-6200  Fax (907) 424-6000




\\Mw“‘ (/'

prince william sound D EQEUVE r\1
ECONOMIC U

DEVELOPMENT ‘APR 30 1597
COUNCIL
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Ms. Molly McCammon TRUSTEE COUNCIL

Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street, Suite 401

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451

April 22, 1997

RE: Eyak Habitat Project

Dear Molly,

I’'m writing in support of the Eyak Habitat Project. Approximately 78,820 acres of Eyak
lands have been offered to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees for consideration for
acquisition. The purchase of these lands by the Trustees would promote the restoration of
Prince William Sound by enhancing the recovery of species and resources damaged in the
1989 spill. The purchase would create long-term habitat and conservation areas in Port
Gravina, Sheep Bay, Windy Bay, Simpson Bay and Eyak Lake and River.

In addition to enhancing and promoting the recovery of spill impacted species, the
purchase would open up numerous possibilities for sport fishing, hunting, camping,
hiking and other outdoor activities. The project would also generate capital for Eyak
Corporation to use to promote economic growth and local job creation. Eyak would also
be able to diversify business activities and further stimulate job growth and development.

The Eyak Habitat Project would allow the creation of a settlement trust to pay long-term
benefits to Eyak shareholders and provide solid protection for subsistence and
recreational resources. Please consider the Eyak Habitat Project. A decision to acquire
these lands will be a very positive step for the Eyak people. It will aid the recovering
resources of Prince William Sound. and provide benefits to the residents and visitors who
use the Sound for recreation, employment and substance harvest.

Executive Director

Regional Office: Box 2353 » Valdez, Alaska 99686 + (907) 835-3775 » Fax (907) 835-5770 « EMAIL: pwsedc@alaska.net
Satellite Office: Box 1909 « Cordova, Alaska 99574 « (907) 424-7261 « Fax (907) 424-7266
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April 21, 1997

APR 2 8 1397
Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
Anchorage AK 99501 TRUSTEE COUNGIL

RE: Eyak Negotiations
Dear Trustee Council Members,

Thank you for your continuing efforts to negotiate an agreement
with the Eyak Corporation to protect fish and wildlife habitat.
As you know, such an agreement is of great importance to the
people who live in Cordova, and who depend on commercial fishing,
subsistence and tourism for a vital economy. Protection of fish
and wildlife on Eyak's lands is also a high priority for the
conservation community in Alaska and in the nation. We
appreciate your willingness to return to negotiations, and Eyak's
willingness to accept stronger levels of protection than they had
originally planned.

We urge you and the Eyak Corporation to negotiate a comprehensive
agreement to protect Eyak's fish and wildlife habitat on the
coast of Prince William Sound, along the Rude River, and in the
Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek area.

The Trustee Council has developed a magnificent legacy of
restoration of the Exxon Valdez o0il spill -- a-legacy of fish and
wildlife protection that will be cherished by present and future
generations of Alaskans and other Americans. We greatly
appreciate the hard work and dedication that you and your staff
have shown. Eyak can and should be a major addition to your
legacy. Thank you for your help.

Sincerely,

T Tone “Reeda

Pamela Brodie

Environmental Representative

EVOS Trustee Council Public Advisory Group
P.O. Box 1139

Homer AK 99603

907-235~-3855; fax 907-235-6306
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Molly McCammon, Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council '‘APR 9 2 153
645 G. Street, Suite 401
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL

TRUSTEE COUNCIL
Dear Molly,

I understand that the Trustee Council and the Eyak Corporation will be sitting down
together again shortly to discuss a potential comprehensive habitat protection package for
coastal habitat in eastern Prince William Sound, and I just wanted to offer my complete
support for the successful conclusion of this long and painful process.

The Council and the Eyak Corporation are to be commended for staying committed to
closing a deal in the interest of Restoration and the healthy future of the region. I would
respectfully counsel everyone involved to keep your eyes on the prize - the
permanent, comprehensive protection of coastal fish & wildlife habitat and public use
values of Eyak Corporation lands. It is not at all overstated to suggest that the future of the
region will be determined, in large part, by the results of your upcoming negotiations.
Without a successful, comprehensive habitat deal here, the character, productivity, and
vitality of this magnificent area will, without question, continue to deteriorate. If,
however, you agree on a permanent protection package with the Eyak Corporation, the
region will be able to look forward to a bright, sustainable future. It is somewhat like the
old parable of someone having to choose one of two doors not knowing which leads to
eternal hell and which to eternal happiness, except that in this case we know exactly what
lies behind each door.

The choice here is just that clear and consequential, and it is entirely in the Council’s and
Eyak Corporation’s hands. The critical nature of your upcoming negotiations is, I think,
understood by everyone. All of us know the values of these lands, and all of us know
what the right thing to do is. With all of the monies the Council has been provided with
which to restore the injured ecosystem and/or offset the damage, there is simply no excuse
whatsoever to not close a deal with the Eyak Corporation. Squabbles over the final price
tag for a comprehensive deal must not be allowed to stand in the way of the deal. This is
not a bargaining session for a used car, where it has become customary for both the buyer
and seller to try to mislead and cheat each other and then if they don’t succeed at getting
everything they want they simply walk away and head down the street to the next lot. If I
might be so presumptuous as to say so, your job here is not to go bargain shopping, but
rather it is to protect all of the remaining threatened habitat in the Sound.
Even if you can’t get everything you want at the precise price you want it, you cannot
simply walk away this time without fully understanding the dire consequences for the
region. I would also reiterate my earlier request that you purchase less than fee title,
particularly in areas of cultural importance to the Eyak people.

The successful completion of an Eyak deal will provide an important piece of your overall
goal of assisting the full recovery of Prince William Sound. I wish you well, and look
forward to celebrating your success with you.

Sincerely, Z \j %

Rick Steiner, The Coastal Coalition
9940 Nearpoint Dr., Anchorage, AK 99507
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
Attn: Molly McCammon

646 G Street. Suite 401

Anchorago, Alacka 99501-3451

Apnl 1¥, 1996

Re: Change of Hoart

Dear Trustee Council,

I wish to notify the Trustee Council that from this point forward, [ am no longer supporting
any further land acquisition by the Council.

I now believe that Natives and community leaders would be best served thwough projucts
that promotc land stewardship through self determination of culturally appropriate
economic development of forested lands.

The rclationship with the land provides the basis for the Native cultural ideatity. Nulives
must be allowed to retain the land and rekindle their ancastral bonds hy determining their
own land stewardship ethic — including options for forest management - as parl of the
legacy they wish to leave their children,

I fullv realize that this may result in clear-cutting of some land parcels. But it may not if the
Trustee Council and environmental leaders put the same enerygy thut ey are now putting
into pressuring tor land acquisitions inatead inta praviding the people who own the land
with a way to work together to build a common future withi respect to forest use and
management.

Ultimately, I baliave that successful lang-term stewardship of forested lands occurs when
people own the land and own their choices (ur tlie land. The ideas for land management
must come from the people, not from governments or corporations, however well-intended.

in cloging 1 ask: Can you think of any purchase of indigenous peoples' land by any
government that in hindsight was in the besl long lerm interests of the Native people?

I would welcome working with the Trustee Cuuncil und others on projects that promote land
stewardship and different. aptions for forest management by working with all the people.

Sincerely,

T O
Riki Ott

. Guvernour Knowles
Alaska environmental groups
UFA board members
Native corporations in the spill zone
Nalive Lribal councils in the spill zone

TNTNI B QA
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KIM DUNN

April 15, 1997

VIA FACSIMILE AND MAIL

Ms. Molly McCammon

Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street, Suite 401

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451

Dear Molly:

As you know, the grounding of the Exxon Valdez had a devastating effect on the City
of Cordova and its residents. Fishing -- commercial, sport and subsistence -- long the.
mainstay of the City’s economy, and the defining aspect of living in Cordova, has yet to fully
recover from the spill. Because of the enormous dislocations resulting from the oil spill,
even if the fisheries were to fully recover, it is certain that Cordova will be a community
_permanently affected by the grounding of the Exxon Valdez. The resources on which the
community has been so dependent have also not recovered.

Of all the boaters who fished Prince William Sound, approximately 65% have lived
in or berthed their boats in Cordova. The biggest fish processing plants in Cordova, also
the biggest employers, the largest taxpayers and the largest utility customers, were forced
to close during the spill. Most went bankrupt and remain idle to this day.

The oil spill, and that portion of the clean-up effort staged from Cordova, placed an
almost unbearable strain on the financial and human resources of this fishing community.
The community continues to struggle toward recovery. The stress created in the lives of the
people and their families was enormous. At times in the past, the acuteness of this suffering
was communicated to the Council in the outrage that was sometimes expressed by certain
members of the community. Other than the village of Chenega, Cordova was
unquestionably the community most severely impacted from the economic and social
devastation wrought by the spill.
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BIrCH, HORTON, BITTNER AND CHEROT
A PROEFRRIONAL CORPORATION

Ms. Molly McCammon
April 15, 1997
Page 2

- The community would like to pick up the pieces of their lives and put them back
together To accomplish this in a way that will provide a lasting benefit to the community,
the region as well as the spill zone, however, will necessitate some outside assistance, a
portion of which could hopefully come from the Settlement Trust and related resources.
In helping to represent the City, I would like to let you know that the City will submit to
the Council within the next 90 days a request for its support of a comprehensive,
community-based project linked to and aimed at furthering restoration goals of the Council
while contributing to the recovery of the City, its residents and the resources on which the
people are dependent. This project will include a significant contribution from the
community itself, and is of paramount importance to the future of Cordova.

Although it is our understanding that this project request does not need to be
submitted by April 15, 1997, to be considered for possible support during the coming fiscal
year, the City Commission has requested that [ inform the Trustee Council at this time that
work is underway currently on the development of the project.

We look forward to working with you, other Council representatives, and the Council
itself in the days ahead on this project which holds such promise to further restoration under
the Consent Decree of the Court, while assisting the recovery of this community in the oil
spill zone which was so profoundly and adversely affected by the spill.

Representing the City of Cordova, Alaska
cc:  Hon. Margie Johnson, Mayor

Scott Janke, City Manager
City of Cordova, Alaska

WAYCK\YCKO397
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Brian J. Lettich
. Box 2406
Cordova, AK 99574

April 10, 1996

Cordova City Council:

Oon 4/17/96, I will be in Washington, D.C., working to secure
funding to help lower the cost of electric power in Cordova.
Because I will be unable to attend your next meeting, I have put
together within this letter, the comments that I wanted to make
in person to you.

I was told that during the April 3rd Cordova City Council
meetlng that Glen Lankard, Jr. made an untruthful accusation in a
public statement. To,correct this attack on my character, let me
state that the;3/22/96 letter I signed and sent to the Mayor of
Cordova regarding The! Eyak Corporation's selective timber harvest
was authored by me, it was not written by my lawyer, nor by Luke
Borer. ,

Right or Wrong, I feel that it 1is important to give credit
where credit is due. I am not sure what gave Glen Lankard, Jr.
the cause to infer that I would ever sign a document for which I
was not responsible ror writing Mr. Lankard's statement seems
to purport frawyd and I will have no part of it. I worked very
hard to prepare the letter I sent to the Mayor and refuse to let
anyone take credlt for my efrorts unless credit is due then.

Let me set the record Serlght I do not need an attorney to
help me write coherent documents I definitely would never
presume to take credit for work done by Luke Borer, and I['ve been
publicly 1nsulted by Glen Lankard s comments.

The letter that I wrote to Mayor Johnson was based on three
items: 1) the petition circulating around the state opposing
Eyak's logglng:operations, 2) comments made during the City
Council meeting of 2/21/96, and 3) Dave Archambault's
presentation té the City Plapning Commission on 2/16/96.

The 3/22/96 letter is my attempt to reiterate Mr.
Archambault's original operations presentation, elaborate on
relevant issues in enough detall to address all of the public
concerns I have heard, and restate The Eyak Corporation's
position on the management of its private property. I felt that
this letter was a constructive way to present all of this
information. Perhaps, my letter doesn't go into enough detail to
address all of .your concerns and questions, please let me know
what further information you might need.
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It is my opinion that it would be a prudent business
practice for council members to contact me and discuss any
questions that might arise before you raise these concerns in a
public meeting. 1In this way you can have all of the information
to consider, instead of only one side of any issue.

During the Cordova City Council meeting on 2/21/96, Eyak's
ldgging operations were made part of the agenda and yet I was not
contacted, informed, nor invited to answer council's questions or
defend my actions. Incidentally, I cannot recall receiving any
recent phone calls from any member of the Cordova City Council on
any matter relating to Eyak's selective timber harvest
operations. This troubles me, given the fact that the timber
operations have been an agenda item during several recent council
meetings. I am available almost every day to talk to any member
of the Corodva City Council, please do not hesitate to contact my
office should you need anythlng further regarding the logging
idsues.

The Cordova City Council has tough decisions to make in the
coming weeks which will have long-term effects on Eyak's ability
to develop its private property holdings. The Council is
ericouraged to understand all sides of all issues in order to make

~ the best decisions possible.. Please don't bow to pressure from a
small minority of the publici to act to expedite a severance tax,
or a watershed bond as a means to "punish" The Eyak Corporation,
without first carefully thinking out the conseqguences to the city
and Cordova's residents. There will surely be unfavorable long-
term effects to everyone, not just to The Eyak Corporation.

Please be reminded that The Eyak Corporation has a very
large stake in the future of this area and the Corporation can be
the most effective in the area's long-term development planning
efforts as the City's partner. 1 don't believe the City can
afford to have The Eyak Corpbration as an opponent.

I am always willlng to make time to work with you and if
given the opportunity, I feel confident that I can point out
significant actions that have been accomplished on the part of
The Eyak Corporatlon that continue to support Cordova's economy
in ways which negate the need for any punitive assessments.

Thank you.

 Briam Lettich

“Whatever is rushed to maturity will surcly break down carly. Whatever js accomplished in a
hurry will surely be easily destroyed. What is done without making consideration for the fong
" run, and is hastily finished, is not of a far-rcaching and great character,”
: Lingyuan
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The Eyak Corporation

P.O. Box 340 Cordova, Alaska 99574
(907) 424-7161 Fax (907) 424-5161

March 22, 1996

Dear Mayor Johnson:

This letter describes the ongoing selective harvest project
on Eyak Corporation land adjacent to Eyak lake and Eyak
River. It outlines specific plans to ninimize impacts on
viewsheds, fish and wildlife resources and the Cordova
community.

We feel these extensive efforts to minimize impacts on our
lands eliminate any requirement for restoration bonds, taxes
or any other needs that could potentially delay the project.
These efforts have been developed with the assistance of two
of the most experienced and environmentally responsibly
forest products industry - related companies operating
today. We want you and the Cordova community to Know we are
doing what we can to minimize any potential impacts that
have worked hard to do so.

There will also be significant local economic benefits to
this area. The project alone is expected to generate 35
direct jobs and approximately $150,000 each month in payroll
alone. All employees are either already living in the area
or will be in the area for the duration of the project. 1In
addition, there will be significant 1local purchases of
supplies and services.

The harvest is being accomplished to generate additional
revenues to better enable The Eyak Corporation to diversify
its current operations from being primarily dependent on
timber harvesting.

Project Overview

The Eyak Corporation is going to selectively harvest two,
possibly three areas of Eyak Corporation lands adjacent to
Eyak lake and Eyak river while minimizing the impact on
viewsheds, fish and wildlife resources and the Cordova
community. There 1s approximately 14,000 acres of
timberland adjacent to Eyak Lake and Eyak river in the
Cordova area and we plan to begin a selective timber harvest
on approximately 1,000 acres this spring.
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in the United States with a reputation for environmental
responsibility, is managing the project for Eyak. Columbia
Helicopter Inc., considered the most experienced and safest
helicopter logging company in the world, will conduct the
removal operations. Rayonier and Columbia have been working
in Alaska for the last four years harvesting over 50 million
board feet of timber, and they have experience working
within areas such as Eyak Lake.

It is our intent to minimize impacts on our 1lands, and
special efforts are being taken to protect fish and wildlife
habitat and viewsheds. Harvest activities began in March
and should conclude by mid-July. Since this is a selective
harvesting project, at least eighty (80) percent of the
trees in the areas will remain. Trees to be harvested were
marked and cut beginning in March. From mid-April until
mid-July, a single helicopter will transport logs to three
landing sites near the project areas. They will then be
loaded, banded and hauled by truck to an existing log
transfer facility at Fleming Spit. From there they will be
rafted, towed, and stored in Orca Narrows where they will be
sold.

'}- Benefits of Selective Harvesting

Selective harvesting with a helicopter 1is generally
recognized as the most environmentally sensitive harvest
method. 2as well as one of the most expensive methods. The
use of a helicopter also permits the selective removal of
harvested trees and reduces the potential of damage to other
trees and fish and wildlife habitat. The importance of our
area's fish resources, wildlife habitat and natural beauty
are why selective harvesting by helicopter was chosen for
this project. This kind of harvesting minimizes soil
disturbance and reduces construction of logging roads and
impacts on viewsheds. The use of selective harvesting
rather than clear-cutting will reduce the impact on the
viewshed. While there will be some visual impacts, on
average only one of every five trees in the project area
will be harvested and no clear-cutting will be done.

In selective harvesting, trees in the project area were
first viewed by foresters on the ground. Mature trees with
the best marketability that have no direct bearing on fish

and wildlife were marked for logging. When harvested,
selective trees are felled so that they do not harm other
trees in the area or fish and wildlife habitat. The logs

e are then trimmed of limbs and lifted by the helicopter to a
ST nearby landing where they are sorted and loaded for
| trucking.

.
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Efforts to Protect Public Safety

As well as the selective harvesting, efforts are being taken
to minimize community impact and maximize public safety.

Columbia was hired to transport logs because of their safety
record and experience. They will use a Boeing Vertol an
aircraft with an excellent safety record. It has two
engines and can land safely on one in the event of an
emergency. Highly trained and experlenced professional
pilot and co-pilots, who have operated in all kinds of
terrain will be on board at all times. Two crews will be
used, and to ensure optimum safety, each crew only flies for
one-half of the helicopter's operating time each day.
Columbia's crew's are also Subject to random monthly drug
testing.

A maintenance crew will be on the project site at all times
and will spend considerable time ensuring that the
helicopter is in optimal flying condition. A thirty (30)
minute maintenance check will be conducted at each day when
flight crews are changed, in addition to checks performed at
the end of each day. The helicopter will only operate under
good flying conditions and it will not operate during
inclement weather or foggy conditions. At no time will the
helicopter fly over residential areas.

Log hauling will only last for approximately two (2) months
on Power Creek road. Log trucks on Power Creek road will
communicate with flaggers at check points and will be
monitored via radio in an effort to minimize traffic impact
and areas where log trucks enter and leave roadways will be
posted. To minimize traffic congestion and insure public
safety, log trucks will be required to use Railroad Avenue
through Cordova.

We have met with ADOT/PF and reviewed with them the use of
state roads to conduct our operations. We have a plan in
process which should minimize traffic impact and allow
immediate emergency access to the residents who live in the
area of Power Creek. After review of our plan with the
Cordova Police Department, it is our intention to use
Railroad Avenue to move our timber through the business
district in an effort to minimize our effects on the flow of
traffic. If our use of this city road is to costly because
of the "potential" for damage to the street, we can always
change our plans and keep to the state highway and move our
timber through the business district via first street.

As to the concern regarding trucking operations within
popular recreational areas; please be reminded that all of
the land in the areas of timber harvest operations is owned

T, . .The_Eyak‘Corporatlon,ﬂ;Access ;s._ nteed . alggg.fower}ﬂmg
W' 5.5 P I P e
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timber harvest area, all public sportfishing, hunting and
gathering, woodcutting, and recreation will not be permitted
on the corporation's lands until our operations have been
completed.

We have done significant work to consider public safety. As
outlined above we have clearly taken actions appropriate to
address concerns regarding helicopter and logging truck
operations within the city. We believe we have done all
that we are legally required to do in regard to the planned
selective timber harvest operation. In fact, we feel that
we have gone far beyond what the minimum standards require.

Efforts to Protect Water Quality

If required to prevent runoff from the landing near lower
power creek, small settling ponds, silt fences and straw
bale filtering systems will be used. Runoff is expected to
be minimal or non-existent with the use of these systems.
All petroleum products will be stored in lined containment
areas, and absorbent materials will be made available on
site during all operations. :

We have done much to consider public health as well.
Concerns have been raised regarding adequate watershed
protection for the city's water supply. Look at the type of
operation we have planned. The whole concept to log with
helicopters has increased our costs in an effort to mitigate
any perceived damage to the 1lake. This type of logging
operation is being utilized successfully in many areas where
the same concerns exist. An oil spill contingency plan is
being developed as well as an extra safeguard for the lake.
We have also worked to mitigate effects on public drinking
water by setting aside two areas around Eyak lake to convey
to the city for watershed.

N A
e

We are working within the proper channels to permit cutting
within the riparian habitat. It is up to ADF&G to manage
this habitat and up to ADNR to manage actions conducted
under the Forest Resources and Practice Act. If harm to the
habitat can be quantified by these agencies they will not
permit our activities to take timber from within the
riparian buffer zones or they will require our operations to
include work to mitigate any hazards to the watershed. We
are not going to conduct our operations without working
first to obtain the authority to conduct our operations from
the State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources,
Division of Forestry as lead agency in regards to the Forest
Resources and Practices Act.

AT AET ey 0L L g
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2
! Economic Benefits

The Cordova economy has benefited from the development of
native owned natural resources and lands. We would
encourage the city council to create a regulatory climate
that encourages and facilitates development; not impede,
restrict and frustrate. We would encourage the council to
look at insuring the conformity with the real economic and
social needs of The Eyak Corporation's native shareholders
when considering any actions which may affect development of
our ANCSA landholdings.

We expect almost all of the individuals who are employed
through the Eyak lake and Eyak river operations to rent and
live in Cordova. This amount of money which will be brought
to this community as a direct result of our logging
operations, <clearly shows that Cordova will Dbenefit
significantly from our logging operations. This econonic
development will increase income in Cordova. Wages will be
spent on rent, food, utilities, and entertainment. Many of
the supplies will be purchased from local entities. The
sales will have an impact on increasing local sales tax
revenues.

To this point in time, The Eyak Corporation has provided
substantial benefits to the citizens of Cordova by providing
at little, or no cost, free access to our private land holds
in this area. Residents have had the ability to take
firewood, fish and game, subsistence foodstuffs, and
recreational opportunities. We have been good neighbors as
a result of this practice and have asked for nothing 1in
return except that individuals respect our private property.

Private Property Considerations

Certain individuals have circulated a petition in Corova
claiming their efforts are the "last chance to protect
Cordova's watershed" and pushing for a sale of timber to the
EVOS Trustees Council. It seems we are being ordered by
certain environmental extremists to sell our property at any
cost, since the makers of the aforementioned petition have
indicated their intention to fight our efforts to negotiate
a potential deal with the Trustee's Council if trees are
cut. Their petition focuses development on native owned
lands in a direction that confers benefits, on non-natives
and increases the costs to us of alternative economic
development. We ask that the Cordova City Council not be
drawn into this. We certainly will not be forced to act as
a result of this extortion attempt. We will work via our
established timeline to discuss a deal with the EVOS
.+¢wmrustee S-- counc;Lqion hah;tat protectxon surroundlng JEyake..—
:;":%&keﬁr. =petiis SO
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just use this issue as a guise to attack us, thex would wgrk
on cleaning up the many individual actions which
cumulatively create a greater risk to human health and the
watershed.

We wonder if this attack is aimed at Eyak specifically, or
if these citizens are ready to spread the responsibility of
protecting this area to all individual users? At this time
their attack appears to us to be racially drawn. We warn
the city to be careful when considering their demand of
taxation and environmental bonding requirements and not open
this Pandora's Box. If this concern over environmental
integrity is not racially motivated then all users of this
watershed area will eventually be drawn into this issue.

e Is it okay for fuel company operators to pass through the
area without specific watershed bonding and contingency
planning, but not our contractor's logging trucks?

e Is it acceptable for individuals to fuel the%r boats
along Eyak River without contingency planning and
specific watershed bonding, but not for our contractors?

R e Is it fair for individuals to be able to clear cut old

) growth timber to make space for a homesite along the lake
and river, but not for our contractors to selective
harvest timber? '

¢ Is it all right for uncontrolled development to occur
along the land and river area on non-Eyak owned lands
without consideration for social, cultural and
environmental issues, but not acceptable for our
contractors to conduct an operation that has a high level
of control and consideration?

If the Cordova City Council presses the corporation to
expend additional resources to protect watershed on lands
where we own the watershed, we will work to oppose your
efforts. We believe protection of area's habitat is an
admirable action, but taxation, =zoning or bonding plans
should not be based on an emotional wave to insulate any
habitat who's value to fish and human resources has never
been quantified. If the city council is set on c¢reating a
tax for our operations, than the council's action may
encourage us to look outside this community to invest our
capital. We will also lock at other ways to recover these
added costs and may consider creating a '*tax" of our own on
the community by imposing vuser fees for all access to
corporation land holdings.

FWE: feel that ™It Higinportant tolréiterate. VUF. PoBit

T T R ac g I~ e T T R e P e premhrery $ i R T e s Prwabogt
TEL Tegerding: “the "anReRatIoN SO IIoUE: fandet: WIthiB TThis

AR S St AR E Rl R it




FROM : EYRKRAINFORESTPRESERUATIONFUND PHONE NO. @ 9@7 424 5831 Apr. @3 1996 12:20PM PB

Eyak's position has always been that it will be us in
compliance with State and Federal laws who will maintain
ultimate authority over planning and 2zoning of our ANCSA
land holdings. We remind you that ANCSA Section 22(1)
requires that "no village or regional corporation shall
select lands which are within two miles from the boundary,
as it exists on the date of enactment of this act, of any
home rule or £first class city..." the purpose of this
section was to allow for expansion of cities without
infringing upon native lands. The city ignored the 2-mile
buffer in its entirety. The city annexed 68 square miles
outside prior city boundaries and that only a very small
percentage of land is in private ownership, other than those
lands owned by The Eyak Corporation. The contention that is
being made that the annexation will allow the city to plan
and control likely development in this territory needs to be
carefully examined by the city to avoid a "takings" issue.

Summary

Our bottom line is that The Eyak Corporation feels very good
about what has been done to minimize the impact of this
selective harvesting project on' Eyak land and believes
reascnable people in our community would to.

We believe there is no need for unnecessary burdensome
efforts that could serve to add expenses to this project.
Because we Wwill be using the most sophisticated and
environmentally sensitive logging practices there are today
and the other steps we are taking, there will be minimal
safety, public health, and natural resource impact and very
positive economic benefits.

Thank you for this opportunity to describe this project. If
you have any specific gquestions not addressed in this
letter, please do not hesitate to contact myself. I would be
happy to answer any questions you might have.

Sincerely,
THE EYAK CORPORATION

W
Brian J. Lettich

General Manager
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HELICOPTER LOGGING
FACT SHEET

e All of the property upon which the timber harvest is to
occur is private property and access will be regulated to
that property according to safety considerations and the
laws governing private property access.

Maximum allowable cut under contract is 5.2mmbf

Maximum percentage of trees to be cut is 20% or 1 in 5.
(Note: This 20% is to be balanced in each area. ie; If
there is a 5 acre area and only one acre has acceptable
trees the logger may not take all the trees off of that
one acre and claim that they are within the contract.
The logger would be limited to 20% of the trees on that
one acre and would not harvest any trees on the other 4
acres.)

e Under the contract the logger shall not cut trees from
any areas which would result in a new opening in the
canopy larger than % of an acre with the exception of
landings.

wﬁ o A detailed transportation plan is being developed for
Y DOTPF for use of Power Creek Road.

o Flaggers will be used for traffic control.

¢ There will be a company imposed speed limit in
appropriate areas.

e The trucks to be used are to be street legal.

e There will be public traffic delays which should not
be, in most cases, any longer than % hour.

¢ For those persons involved in emergency services
living in the traffic controlled section of Power
Creek Road, arrangements are being made to
facilitate their expedited movement in, through and
around the traffic pattern.

¢ The log haul will only last for approximately 2
months on Power Creek Road.
¢ There will be some improvements done to the road.

e For the most part, the logging operation will be
doing routine maintenance to the road during the
haul period.

e In the event dust becomes a problem a reasonable
solution will be determined.

¢ The Cordova Police Department suggested the safest
route for the loaded log trucks was Railroad Avenue
as opposed to First Street.
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e In the event Railroad Avenue becomes too costly the
trucker has the right to use First Street, a state
highway, at no additional cost.

e There is a spill contingency plan being developed.

e The logs will be puﬁ into the water at the log crib at
Fleming Spit.

e The helicopter operation will employ between 30 and 40
persons.

e There is a review of the Eyak lands involved in this
operation being accomplished by a qualified archeologist.

e If all timber harvest operations occur in 1996 as planned
there will be in excess of 70 full time and 30 part time
jobs directly assocxated with those operations.

e It is contemplated that the work week will be six days.

e It is contemplated that the helicopter will operate
approximately twelvg hours per day.

® We have received no violations of compliance with the
Forest Practices Act under the current management

structure and in fact have received compliments from
those involved in compllance review. '

. . AR
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URGENT PETITION
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!

In response to the plans by Eysk Cearporation to harvest § milliog board feet (zbout 20%) of trees

mmmwfyammmpwamm March 15, we the undersigned have
Ve COnCErns i

?ﬂpnblic aafety - holicopter and logging truck operations within city limits and in popular
recroational areas, |

v public health - adequate watershed protection for the City’s water supply (under Area
Meriting Special Attentica or AMSA) and naise distarbagce from gperations,

¥ riparian habitat ~ cutting a lasge number (61) of trees within the Eyak Rivar atream side buffer
may barm Eyak River fish habitat and salmon rups, agd

¥ recad maintenance - the City|and State should not be held liable to maintain roads damaged
from Eyak Corperation’s opataﬁ{m.

! ‘
Since the proposed Eyak Corporatiom operations are under City jurisdiction as an apnexed and
AMSA area, wo the undersigned request the City to aggressively advocate a deal between Eyak
Corporation and the BEVOS Trustee Council to purchage all timbar rights in the Core Lands,
including Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power Creck as an alterpative and pricr Lo any logging.
Mer,mmmﬁwaWamidﬁDndﬁm&rﬂm or fee simple title to0 these
lands if any logging commences.

If negotintions to purchase the intact Core Lands ars unsaccessful, wo the nnderxigned expect the
City to chargo the full sales taz of 6% on all timber sales. Further, we request the City to have Kyak
Corporation post a Restoration Bopd suffidient to mitigate potential damage to the City's
watorshed, riparian habitat, City roads, State rvads, and USFS trails.

NAME (PRINT) NAME (SIGN) ADDRESS DATE =

TOTRL P.@1
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The Board of Directors of The Eyak Corporation have
considered the February 28, 1996 offer of The Exxon Valdez
Trustees Council and | have concluded that the transaction
that Eyak had been offered is unacceptable because it would
requlre Eyak to terminate timber operations in the Cordova
area in return for no certainty of any payment, during the
extended time the Council and the shareholders of Eyak
consider various paris of the transaction. The proposed
transaction would require Eyak to receive a favorable vote
from the sharehclders: to sell lands surroundlng Eyak Lake,
Power Creek and lover : Eyak River. Eyak is disappointed with
this offer and is continulng work with the Council to create
an agreement with mut&ally acceptable ternms.

Eyak informed the Counc1l last fall of its intentions to
proceed with a selectlve timber harvest operation within the
Core Tract area. The |Trustee's Council declined to buy Eyak
out of its planned timber harvest. The council presented
Eyak the offer with only two (2) weeks remaining before the
start of the timber operations. The council's resolution
indicates that the offer was valid until timber harvest
operations began on the Core Lands.

Because of commitments Eyak had with its logging operators
the Council's resolution came too late to stop the
operations without Eyak having to bear a financial loss for
no' gquarantee of any level of payment at any time certain.
We would have welcomed an offer earlier.

Eyak has been negotlatlng with the Council since 1991 in
order to provide a mutually acceptable level of habitat
restoration and protection to Eyak's land. Eyak has also
worked with the State on other similar efforts, including
House Bill 411 which. passed the 1992 leglslature and then
was vetoed. :

Eyak has made a number of proposals to the Council. The
first proposal made in 1992, was for a moratorium on logging
on Eyak's lands. The council had no mechanism to process
that proposal, and it was referred to their staff; as a
result, Eyak's second tier subsidiary, Sherstone, Inc.
initiated work to log again.

In a July 1993 proposal, Eyak offered a conservation
easement on the Eyak Lake lands, which would convert to fee
title if the corporation's shareholders voted for it. Eyak
was told the easement was not strong enough. In response,
Eyak amended that offer on August S, 1993 to strengthen the
easement. The council stated it wlshed fee title instead of
an easement, and so Eyak responded August 9 with a proposal
for fee tltle, subject to a sharehclder vote. 1In addition,
Eyak was informed that the Council wished protection for the
'Orca Narrows area, north of Cordova, and so Eyak's August
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Sth proposal contained a proposal for a moratorium on
logging in this area. -

Negotiations continued with the principal objectives of the
Trustee Council as . follows: 1)High 1level of hapitat
protection at Power c;eek, Eyak Lake and lower Eyak River,
2)Limited protection on Eyak lands north and West of Shepard
Point, 3)An acceptable timber harvest plan, if possible, for
Orca Narrows lands. :

Oon December 2, 1994 the Trustee's Council passed a
resolution which placéd a price cap for the Core Lands for
fair market value up te $21.4 million, for a conservation
easement it was $16 million. If an appraisal reflected a
fair market value in excess of these caps, The Eyak
Corporation would not: receive the extra value in cash. It
would only be considered as a charitable donation to the
Forest Service. If the Council's appraisal came in less
than these caps, Eyak would get less, there was no
guaranteed ninimum amount. .

Logging operations were halted throughout 1994 as Eyak
negotiated with the Trustees Council. As a result of this
year long negotiation process Eyak lost a large potential
for timber harvest income and sold approximately 2,000 acres
of commercial timber: harvest rights only to the Trustees
Council in the area of Orca Narrows. Eyak was paid only
$3.45 million even though the Trustee Council's original
appraisal valued this timber at $4.2 million. Further
transactions fell through as Eyak was unable to meet the
ever increasing demands of the Trustee Council for control
of developmént rights in the Orca Narrows Area.

The Trustee's Council. offer of February 28, 1996 supersedes
the December, 1994 offer and dropped the value of the Core
land package to $7 million with the possibility of a larger
payment if they determine through appraisal that fair market
value is more. The Council's current appraisal work put the
value of the Core Lands at between $2.9 to $3.9 million.
Eyak feels that the property is worth more and 1is working to
appraise that value.

The Council's appraisal method does not reflect a value
consistent with what Eyak projects to make if the timber is
harvested and does not appraise the timber rights for more
than one timber cycle. The value Eyak places on its property
interests is to be based upon an estimate of value with
highest and best use considering commercial timber harvest.
Eyak will work this year to create an appraisal to set a
value which then can be incorporated into a serious counter
offer back to the Trustee Council.

el
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Alaska P.0. Box 22827

Tourism Phone: 907-463-3038
Association Fax : 907.463.3280

Sistatrable recreation and tourtsm for & quality future
March 13, 1996

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street, Suite 401
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451

Re: Habitat Protection and Acquisition Program

As Executive Director of the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association (AWRTA) I would like to
‘extend my support and thanks to the Trustees' for their continued efforts to further the habitat protection and
acquisition program. In the comprehensive, balanced, ecosystem approach endorsed by the Trustees, habitat
protection and acquisition: is a means of restcring not only injured resources but also the services dependent on
those resources. :

However, AWRTA members have expressed concern about equal allocation of these funds. To date $161.5
million of the $375 million earmarked for habitat protection and acquisition has been spent; yet, some of the most
seriously affected resources within the oil spill region remain threatened. While AWRTA recognizes the
parameters within which the Trustee Council must work to successfully complete the complex negotiations, we
would like to encourage the Trustee Council to now focus on Prince William Sound and the Kenai Peninsula.

The following summary of completed transactions highlights our concern:

" Kodiak Region: Total of 278,089 Acres
~ 41,549 acres private inholdings on Afognak Island (Seal Bay and Tonki Cape) 119,885 acres from Akhiok-
) Kaguyak Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 31,000 acres from Old Harbor Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife
7 Refuge 601,000 acres from Koniag Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 25,655 from Kodiak Island Borough on
Shuyak Island

Kenai Peninsula: Total of 23,800 Acres
23,800 acres private inholdings in Kachemak Bay State Park

Prince William Sound: Total of 2,052 Acres
2,052 acres in Orca Narrows from Eyak Corporation

We support acquiring areas that are imminently threatened and have restoration value; however, we would like to
see some acquisitions based on past damage. Alaska does not have an unending supply of wild and undeveloped
land. Wild shorelines are a dwindling commodity but it is our hope that Prince William Sound and the Kenai
Peninsula will continue to offer unique opportunities for the wilderness user. The habitat protection and
acquisition program is the appropriate restoration tool to accomplish this end.

Thank you for your time and consideration of this issue.

Sincerely,

A Veliokin,
Steve Behnke

Executive Director @ E@ EBVE D

™
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The National Outdoor Leadership School
Alasks Branch

PO Box 981, Palmerz, Alaska 99645-0981
§07-743-4047

Fax 907-745-6063

.
} NOLS BD:;;cilogiirector

< -

March 12, 1996

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street, Suite 401
Anchorage, Alaska 93501-3451

Re: Habitat Acquisition in Southwestern Prince William Sound

As Director of the National Outdoor Leadership Schoot (NOLS) [ would like 1o
extend my support and thanks to the Trustees' for thei continued efforts to
further the habitat protection and acquisition program. In the coinprehensi-e,
balanced, ecosystem approach endorsed by the Trustees, habitat protection anc
acquisition is a means of restoring not only injured resvurces but alio the secvices
dependent on those resources.

As a consequence of the Exxon Valdez oil spill, recreation in Prince Willsam
Sound (PWS) has been significantly affected. Recreationalisis ace «till seeking
areas that have not been disturbed by the spill and heretofore received little » 10
use. Moreover, areas that have been previously impacted by recreation are row
seeing additional visitation.

NOLS is concerned that Southwestern Prince William Sound not be uveriooked
when making acquisitions, To date $161.5 million of the $375 millior. eatmarked
for habita:f:rotecﬁon and acquisition has been spent; yet, some of the most
seriously affected resources within the oil spill region remain threatened. While
we recognize the parameters within which the Trustee . ouncil must werk to
successtully complete the complex negotiations, we would like to encourage the
Trustee Council to now focus on Southwestern Prince William Sounc|

The following summary of completed transactions highlights our cotuern

Kodiak Region: Total of 278,089 Acres

41,549 acres private inholdings on Afognak Island (Beal Bay and Tonki Cape)
119,885 acres from Akhiok-Kaguyak Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge
31,000 acres from Old Harbor Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge

60,000 acres from Koniag Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge

25,655 from Kodiak Isiand Borough on Shuyak Island

Kenai Peninsula: Total of 23,800 Acres
23,800 acres private inholdings in Kachemak Bay State Park

718y




National Outdoor Leadership School Fage ¢

Prince William Sound: Total of 2052 Acres
) 2,052 acres in Orca Narrows from Eyak Corporation

We support acquiring areas that are imminently threatened and have restor ation
value; however, we would like to see some acquisitions based on peast damage
Alaska does not have an unending supply of wild and undeveloped lind. Wald
shorelines are a dwindling commodity but it is our hope that Southwestern
Prince William Sound will continue to offer unique opportunitiet for the
wilderness user. The habitat protection and acquisition program is the
appropriate restoration tool to accomplish this end.

Specifically, we encourage the Trustees to focus on the following areas:

Dangerous Passage

South ¢nd of ;lsﬂag ht Island

East side of Knight Island

Chenega Island

Bainbridge/ Evans/LaTouche Islands

We appreciate your efforts in soliciting public input and lcok forv/ard to the
progression of the habitat acquisition program. Thank y ou for vour time ana
consideration of this issue.

Ny =NV
'V Director NOLS Alaska
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Sierra Club
Alaska Field Office
241 E. Fifth Avenue, Suite 205, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 276-4048 * FAX (907) 258-6807

February 13, 1996

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street, Suite 401
Anchorage AK 99501

RE: Eyak Corporation logging in "core lands"®
Dear Trustee Council Members,

I have heard that the Eyak Corporation has filed notice that it
intends to selectively log its lands at Power Creek, Eyak River,
and Evak Lake.

The Sierra Club and the seven other environmental organizations
which comprise the Alaska Rainforest Campaign would oppose the
Trustee Council purchasing these "core lands" fee simple if they
have been logged. As you know, a fee simple purchase of the core
lands would be very controversial in Cordova and within the Eyak
corporation. A fee simple purchase after logging would retain
all the problems of a fee simple purchase, without the benefit of
protecting the forest and its resources.

I strongly urge the Trustee Council members to immediately
communicate to the Eyak Board that you will not purchase the
these areas if they are logged.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

T Bk

Pamela Brodie
Environmental Representative,
Public Advisory Group

cc: Alaska Rainforest Campaign steering committee members

veilbor Mills
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P.O. Box 1185
Cordova, AK 99574
February 23, 1995

Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street
Anchorage, AX 99501

Dear Council Members:

We appreciate your efforts in the negotiations with The Eyak Corporation and for keeping us
informed at your public meeting held this afternoon in Cordova. As you could tell from the
imensity of the testimony and the size of the tumout -rare for a meeting called on such short
notice in Cordova- the outcome of your eﬁ‘orts wijl have profound consequences for our
community.

While the information you conveyed to us was not the news we looked forward to, we continue
to believe that a successful conclusion to the negotiations is still possible. We urge you to exercise
as much flexibility as feasible.

Specifically, we strongly support, at minimum, the purchase under consideration for the core land
parcels. However, we feel that this alone would fall far short of our highest hope which is the
preservation of habitat and scenic values ta eastern Prince William Sound. This will only be
guaranteed by the comprehensive purchase of the core parcels and timber rights in the Orca
Revised and Other Lands.

Although we are not privy to Eyak's latest counter-offer, we suspect that it includes retention by
the corporation of certain development rights other than timber harvesting. We ask that you
carefully and realistically balance the risks of these development possibilities against the longer
term and greater consequences of large scale clearcut logging on the lands under consideration.

We understand that there are opportunities to employ the good offices of President Jimmy Carter
and/or Robert Redford to facilitate in these negotiations. Their willingness to participate in this
process is further confirmation of the unique and maguificent character of our home. Please
consider their offers seriously.

Thank you for taking the time to come here and for your willingness to listen.
1 Becker Nancy Bi

cc: Board of Directors, The Eyak Corporation

4
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Public Meeting July 20, 1995 on Draft 1996 Work Plan

On line via teleconference: Cordova and Homer Legislative Information
Offices

Molly McCammon and Bob Loeffler gave brief overviews of the restoration
program and the 1996 Draft Work plan. Two individuals made comments,

which are summarized below.

Paul Swartzbart (Cordova) - I want to know more about the Eyak negotiations.
The people in Cordova are very much hoping that you can conclude or
achieve some kind of comprehensive deal that will be good for Eyak
shareholders as well as tourist operators and fishermen in Cordova. We
haven’t given up and we hope you haven't either.

Henry Makarka (Cordova): I am a shareholder in Eyak Corporation, but I am ‘}/
speaking to you today as an individual. My concern is about the on-going
process you've been conducting with Eyak. I've had thoughts of my own
about your obligations and objectives and I've thought very seriously
about what is your objective, especially in that you have a responsibility of
restoration of the oiled areas. You mentioned about ongoing negotiations
with Eyak and it seems to me there is a stalemate situation or a gridlock. I

think because of the precedent set with Seward and Kachemak and
Kodiak, I feel that the Trustees are probably negligent regarding habitat

protection in Prince William Sound. )

The meeting adjourned at 7:35 PM.



June S5, 1995

TO:

FR:

RE:

EVOS Trustee Council

Eyak and Sherstone Boards of Directors A
The Coastal Coalition -<€\
oa

proposal for comprehensive habitat protection deal on
Eyak lands

Hello folks. Our perception of the current status of negotiations
.between your groups is as follows:

1. Everyone wants a comprehensive deal

2. Everyone wants, at a minimum, commercial timber harvesting
rights on Eyak lands acquired in perpetuity

3. Everyone seems to now understand that this deal simply
cannot be done in a piece-by-piece fashion - it is
taking far too much time and money on all of your parts,
and by drawing the issue on and on, it is exacting an
‘unacceptable psychological toll on all involved,
particularly the community of Cordova.

4. Everyone is growing weary and fatigued by all of this

5. Extnsive clearcutting has not yet occurred at Orca Narrows
or on any other Eyak lands in Prince William Sound.

To us, all this means that this deal is at its peak ripeness for
resolution ~ the possibility for a deal will only deteriorate from
here on out.

It is clear to us that all of you are still committed to achieving
a comprehensive habitat protection deal on Eyak lands.

In light of the above, we respectfully ask for your consideration
of the following proposal:

1. An amount of $32,600,000 be withdrawn immediately from the
Court Registry at the request of the Trustee Council to
be applied to a comprechensive habitat deal with Eyak =

this is $100,000 per Eyak shareholder.
This is an amount that” all will easily understand, and

will increase confidence on all sides.
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2. Qf the $32.6 million, $22.6 million shall be secured in an
interest-bearing escrow account, and $10 million be paid
directly to Eyak Corporation by July 1, 1995.

3. Eyak and Sherstone cease all logging activity immediately
upon agreement that the foregoing two steps will occur

4. The $32.6 million paid by the Trustees will be offset against
the final purchase price of the comprehensive deal with Eyak

5. The remaining $22.6 million in escrow be made available to
Eyak when and if that amount of habitat protection value
is transfered to the government

6. The $10 million immediate payment to Eyak secures $10 million
of habitat protection that both parties agree upon

7. The Trustee Council commit any and all additional funds
necessary, beyond the $32.6 million, to close on a final,
comprehensive habitat protection deal with Eyak (as the
Council has already budgeted at least $50 million)

This way, Wwe all commit - Eyak gets $10 million to satisfy its financial
obligations up front, and at least another $23.6 million upon ™
agreement of further habitat protection. The Trustees get at least
$32.6 million worth of habitat protection on Eyak lands. :
Both sides lock into the deal that simply has to be done.

We all can agree that, at least, $32.6 million will be spent on
habitat protection on Eyak lands. The brinksmanship and gaming
has to stop now. Please.

We are writing this communication at about 7 pm, June 5, 1995, from

an office on pillings in the old Cordova Harbor. Immediately after
writing the last sentence - "Please." - a 5.7 earthqguake shook

the office here. The epicenter of the quake was at about Hinchinbrook
Entrance, where all the inbound and outbound tankers pass.

At the risk of further exciting the goddess of Gaian plate tectonics,
we will simply reiterate ---- Please.
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Feb. 23, 1995

TO: Eyak Board and Trustees Council
FR: Rick Steiner

RE: this afterncon's meeting in Cordova

Hi folks., I would imagine your all doing a little
"downloading" at the moment concerning our meeting today.

It is very, very, very, very sad to me, and I know most of
us, to see what the lack of resolution of this issue has done
to our community here. As I stood at the back of the room,
strategically located next to the nearest exit, I watched the
crowd and saw alet of teary eyes as they left, one by one.

I juatfwanted to say that it is truly condidered a sign of
dignity and social accomodation to be able to change our minds
_every once in awhile.

It is a basic, innate, instinctual human desire to be friends
with one another. I think we all want that.

It seems were all finding out that someone leaving the autopilot
on, on a fully loaded supertanker headed directly for a rock
reef, is really, in the end, the least of our problems.

At any rate, I felt compelled to remind all of you of Robert
Redford's very genuine and sincere and heartfelt offer to
raeconvene this at Sundance, if you all think that might help.

It has keen my experience that the most difficult conflicts
are the ones most worth resolving. This one is, as you all
know, extremely difficult. I can't imagine any of you being
faced with a more difficult challenge than this in your entire
professional lives. It is also, as you all saw this afternoon,

extrenmely worth resolving.

As you all heard loud and clear today, please hang in there.
Get a deal here.

Please.

T0TAL P.B1
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ALASKA CENTER for the ENVIRONMENT
519 West 8th Avenue, Suite 201 + Anchorage, Alaska 99501 .

(907)274-3621 * fax: 274-8733

]
t

February 21, 1995

|
|

PRESS RELEASE:

|
As you know, recent events are putting a lot of pressure on

attempts to save Eyak lands from large scale destruction. The

moratprium which prevented clearcutting for the last year expires

NEX'II‘ WEEK! Cordova residents, Eyaks, fishermen, -

environmentalists, scientists and tour operators are all scrambling

to assist those trying to make a deal...

AND INOW JIMMY CARTER has weighed in on the side of
 protedtion afd resolution.

For yc%ur information, we attach his letter. -
|
Contagt people:
Rick Steiner (Cordova) -- 424-5509 (eve); 424-3446 (day)
Caryl Boehnert (ACE) -- 274-3621
Eyak Corporation -- 424-7161
Phil Janik, USFS Negotiator -- 586-8863
jim Ayers, State of Alaska -- 465-3500
EVOS Trustee Council -- 278-8012
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JIMMY CARTER

February 21, 1995

To the Boards of Directors of the Byak Corporation and
Sherstone Corporation, and Exxon Valdez 0il Spill
Trustee Coturncil

I have been committed to the preservarion of the Alaksan
wildernass gince before my administration. As Honorary Chair of
the Alaska wilderness League I am kept abreast of news concerning
Alasgka's great wildermess.

I understand rthat you are invelved in negotiaions to pur-
chase timber rights and congervation easementsg that would protect
the coastal forests of the Prince William Sound, an area current-
ly protected by a moratorium on logging which ends March 1, 1995.
The Sound is now threatened by large scale logging, which would
start March 2, due to the stalled negotiations.

I urge you to finalize your arrangements before the morato-
vium expires. The protection ¢f this area is essential to main-
taining the diverse and fragile ecosystem of the Prince William
Sound and the home of tha Ryak people.

SiﬂC&I'ElYl

e
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THE CARTER CENTER * ONE COPENMILL - ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30307
TOTRL P.02
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Steve Ranney
Box 2105
. Cordova, AK 99574
I
To: 0il Sbi#l Trustee Couricil
; ‘ Feb. 21, 1995

i
Dear Couhci# Members;

This fax_is:to urge your continued negotiation on the Eyak lands
near Cordova.

: .
While there.may be an understandable amount of frustration on
the part of your negotiators as this time consuming process
drags on, please remember a large portion of Prince William

Sound depends on your success,

You already have heard years of testimony and reports as to
the high value of the habitat, of the valuable fish streams

and- abundant wildlife.

There ig a strong feeling in Cordova that the Trustee Council
may be tempted to take the easy way out of a difficult
negotiating process by buying only the so called “core" lands.
Please don't take this route!

I feel thaé this would only hasten the destruction of the Prince
William Sound by providing the capital needed for large scale
loqging on'the remaining Eyak lands,

While the process has been difficult for your negotiators, please
remember that the goal is dcfinitely worth the adversity
encountered,

Thank you for your continued interest in the Eyak lands and
we are all-definitely waiting with bated breath in Cordova!

‘ Sincerely,

| N
; st Ranney

; Cocdwe. Aloska

Fox 424-39¢q
Ph quq-33y
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JUDY LIETZAU
P. O. Box 2195
Cordova, Alaska 99574-2195
907-424-7273

February 21, 1995

Molly McCammon, Director
EVOS Trustee Council
FAX: 907-278-8012

Dear Ms. M¢cCammon,

As a resident of Cordova, | am concerned about the end of the logging
moratorium March 1 and the resumption of cledrecutting in our community and
the immediate vicinity. Thank you for your deliberations up to now with Eyak
Corporation. | know the meetings have been extensive and taxing; however, it
is important to us here that the negotiations don't stop now.

| request that you institute another moratorium until such time ag an equitable
solution can be reached between the EVOS Council and the Eyak/Sherstone
Boards of Directors. It necessary, contract with an independent mediator who
can help you to accomplish this goal as was used in the Kodlak buyback.

It is essential {o the health and well-being of our community that we keep our
ecosystem intact and this buyback of Eyak lands would do much to ensure the
stability of our fishing community. Thank you for your attention.

Sa’nceraly.

Judy {gtzau ? )

Please copy to all members of the Council.

TOTAL P. @1
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14300 Teton Place
Anchorags, AK 99516

February 13, 1995

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Coun01l
645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Council members:

Please! Please find a way to purchase timber rights on Eyak
Corporation landsg!

I am grateful for all the trees you have saved so far--
especially Chenega Corporation land. But it is way past time to
resolve the issues with the Eyak Corporation and make a deal. The
clearcutting that has gone on in the Sound since'"the spill is
atrocious and. serves the interests of no one. Now it is time to
protect what is left: Port Gravina, Sheep Bay, Simpson Bay, Orca

Narrows.

You have an incredible opportunity to do the right thing--for
all Alaskans, Native and non-Native, for all Americans, for the
trees. Please! Use the gsettlement money from the oil spill tragedy
to protect the rainforest of Prince William Sound.

Sincerely,

Marybeth S. Holleman
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November 16, 1994

pﬂuuu./ (LW%D

Phillip Janik and asl M Umerbers,

Members of the Trustee Council

FAX: 586-7840 M

Dear Mr. Janik,

We appreciate the work you all have done recently to purchase native lands on
Kodiak Island and to preserve the integrity of the ecosystem there. Your
endeavors in this difficult decision-making process are commendable.

We would like to encourage you to continue the progress on negotiations with
the Eyak Corporation and Sherstone regarding the lands around Cordova and
Orca Inlet. This area is of utmost importance to our community here that it be
preserved in its entirety.

Thank you for your attention.

Sincerely,

C%’n /

Larry & Judy Lietz
PO Box 2185
Cordova AK 99574
(907) 424-7273

TOTAL P.B1




Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

Executive Director's Office
709 West 9th Street, Room 859A
P.0. Box 20122
Juneau, AK 99802-0122
Phone: (907) 5686-7238 Fax: {907) 586-7589

FAX COVER SHEET

Please deliver the following pages to:

TO: George T. Frampton, Jr. | FAX NUMBER: 202-208-4684
OFFICE: Dept. of the Interior DATE: November 18, 1994
PHONE #: 202-208-4416 TIME SENT: 3:08 pm

From: James R. Ayers
Executive Director

COMMENTS:

Copy of a letter from Larry and Judy Lietzau.

Total Number of Pages (including this cover sheet): 2

Fax sent by:

If you do not receive all pages, please call: Mary Rivera at 586-7238.

Trustee Agencies
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation
United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council

Executive Director's Office
709 West 9th Street, Room 859A
P.O. Box 20122
Juneau, AK 99802-0122

Phone: (907) 586-7238

Fax: {907) 586-7589

FAX COVER SHEET

Please deliver the following pages to:

TO: See Distribution Below FAX NUMBER:

OFFICE: Trustee Council Members | DATE: November 18, 1994

PHONE #: TIME SENT: 8:10 am

From: James R. Ayers
Executive Director
Distribution: Fax #: Phone #:
Bruce Botelho/Craig Tillery, Department of Law 278-7022 269-5274
Paul Gates/Deborah Williams, Dept. of Interior 271-4102 271-4962
Phil Janik, Forest Service 586-7840 586-8863
Steve Pennoyer, National Marine Fisheries Service 586-7249 586-7221
Carl Rosier, Department of Fish & Game 465-2332 465-4100
John Sandor, Dept. of Environmental Conservation 465-5070 465-5050

COMMENTS:

Copy of a letter from Larry and Judy Lietzau.

Total Number of Pages (including this cover sheet): 2

Fax sent by:

If you do not receive all pages, please call: Mary Rivera at 586-7238.

Trustee Agencies
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation
United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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Alaska Waveriders

308 "G" Street, Suite 222, Anchorage, AK 99501
(907) 279-8247

November 4, 1994
Mr. Jim Ayers, Executive Director
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council
625 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers:

Alaska Waveriders is a statewide organization of surfers,
bodyboarders, kayakers, sallors, in-water recreationists, and
commercial fishermen. Our membership stretches from San Diego to
Unalaska and uses the waters from Dixon. Entrance to the
Pribiloffs. We are committed to maintaining the quality of
Alaska's waters and those lands bordering the Gulf Of Alaska. We
are writing to urge the Trustees Council to use Exxon Valdez
settlement monies to acquire timber rights to lands threatened by
logging from Icy Bay west to Kodiak.

Restoration/Habitat Acquisition Rather than Research

Given that there is little we can do to reverse the damage caused
by the Exxon Valdez 0il Spill, the highest and best use of Exxon
Valdez settlement monies is the acquisition and preservation of
the highest terrestrial wildlife habitats in the North Gulf and
Prince William Sound. Scientific research is important, but will
only occasionally and indirectly result in restoration.
Furthermore, legitimate researchers will always be able to tap
funding sources such as their own institutions and the National
Science Foundation. On the other hand, when it comes to
acquiring threatened habitat, there is no other place than the
Trustees Council to turn. The State has proven generally
unwilling to protect its own lands from logging; the federal
government 1s not likely to interfere; and, even if they wanted
to, the Directors of Native Corporations cannot forego logging
without compensating their stockholders for revenues lost.

Alaska Waveriders believes that those areas which are most
important for fish and wildlife and most threatened by logging,
mining, or other resource development should be acquired first.

North Afognak

Last year, the Council protected North Afognak lands on the east
side of Seal Bay because they were in imminent danger of being
logged and becsuse the people of Kodiak recognized their high
importance for wildlife. Alaska Waveriders applauds the
Trustees' action. Now, the lands on the west side of Seal Bay
are threacened. If the Pauls\Lauras Lakes area is logged, anyone.
standing on the shore of Seal Bay 1s going to be staring across




Mr. Jim Ayers - November 4, 1994
Page 2

this beautiful waterbody at clearcut-ravaged hillsides. We urge
the Trustees to use settlement funds to protect your previous
investment in Seal Bay and ensure that both shores remain
unspoiled and productive for wildlife.

S Evak

Alaska Waveriders understands that Eyak is similarly threatened.
We believe that Eyak deserves the Trustees Council's immediate
attention. Since the spill occurred in and most heavily impacted
Prince William Sound, it seems appropriate that the Trustees
would focus its efforts there.

Icy Bay-Yakataga Forelands-Cape Suckling

While we agree that Exxon Valdex Settlement monies should not be
used for non-coastal restoration projects, Alaska Waveriders has
never understood the logic that has excluded lands east of Prince
William Sound from consideration. Every day, these shorelines
face the potential for spills from laden tankers outbound from
Valdez and are subject to imminent and massive logging. In fact,
the 27 mile long clearcut west of Icy Bay is one of the few man-
made features on the planet visible to the naked eye from the
Space Shuttle. Logging on the east side of Icy Bay threatens to
ruin the foreground of one of the most spectacular sights in the
entire world, the view of Mt. St. Elias as seen from cruise ships
entering Icy Bay. Alaska Waveriders urges the Trustee Council to
revisit the issue of buying out the timber operator at Icy Bay.
The prepatory work that they've done could form the basis of a
world-class tourist resort. In addition to aestheticsm, the
lands around Icy Bay provide high value fish and wildlife
habitat. This area is also intimately connected to Prince
William Sound and other oiled waters. Many of the migratory
birds and marine mammals that visit Prince William Sound and the
Western Gulf of Alaska each summer stop to feed in the Icy Bay-
Yakataga Forelands-Cape Suckling area enroute. It is
inconcievable to us that the state or federal government or
anybody else would let this National Park entrance be thrashed,
but thus far, that is exactly what is happening.

Please distribute this letter to the Trustees. If you have any
questions, or if there is anything else that Alaska Waveriders
can do to assist the Trustees protect terrestrial wildlife
habitat and compensate the environment for the insult of the
Exxon Valdez oil spill, please contact us.

Sincerely,

Mike Macj{ﬂg%zzgzgz/;; Public Policvy




11-15-19394 11:56AM  FROM 10 2767178  P.B1
i oo S

¢
)
i

RPN i)

i
7.
i

o HCS2

: ) Box 8505
Bird Creek, AK 99540
November 14, 1994

i

Mf‘ Phlhp Janlk O A S W AR RS
Regional F orester ‘ |
US ‘Dept. of Agriculture PSS S gt
Forgst Seryice N e T .
703 W 9th Street, Rm 549

Juneau, AK 99802

Dear Trustee Janik: g e

years I haye served as a wilderness guide. I have followed the actions of the Trustee Council with interest,
and am very thankful that you took the steps you did to protect Kodiak, along with Kachemnak Bay and -
Afegnak !

One hund;ed percent of my last year’s income came from my work in the tourism industry. For many. < ceee

Iam still vexy wortied that nothing has been protected in the Sound. This area suffered dueotly in the e
Spill, and us still suffering. I know first hand the effects which clearcuts have Gfi tourists: tourists’ go " ‘f AR
elsewherel~ they don’t want to see thén. Please protect the Eyak lands near Cordova, and prevent anothcr '
Two Mooh Bay from hurting the tourism industry.

ke e R L Lt

i ) .
Th_ank you for your active negotiating in this area — It not only protects habitat, but safeguards the’-
economic {wellbeing of us working in ecotourism.

i
|

Smoerely

Nicol¢ Whittington Evans

e e et Sl oh e et Sy w7 ot ey ot Y D ,_—r~-




11-18-1934 1@:54AM  FROM T0 2767178  P.O1

o Southieast 1o Ancht aga ; ety f 1g it-of rnas -
‘ ‘Alaskan Water\vays. 1 am also fammar wimtha damage tﬁfs 'QOes 1o jo




PO Box 240864
Anchorage, AK 99524

November 15, 1994

Mr. Philip Janik

US Forest Service

709 W. 9th St., Rm 549
Juneau, AK 99802

Dear Mr. Janik:

One reason I moved to Alaska a few years ago was its natural beauty and vast
open spaces that were not yet ruined. I also liked the openness of the people and
the independent thinking that went along with it, We have the chance to do
things right here, where in the lower 48, they’ve blown their chances. Being from
Oregon, I am very aware of ecosystem damage and the pitfalls of ruining wildlife
habitat. I have also watched their tourism industry struggle to cope with
increasing land areas being destroyed by clearcutting.

I enjoy being on the water, going along the coast line and looking at the forests of
Prince William Sound. I have not been very active in the EVOS process, and I have
not been at Trustee Council meetings. However, I understand that you are a
public agency Trustee, and the public can have input.

The town of Cordova has been hit very hard in the spill. It is difficult to see large
land acquisitions being purchased in other areas when nothing is bought yet in
the area around Cordova, in the Sound. The Eyak lands are very important. The
town of Cordova has been remarkably unified in asking you to make a deal with
Eyak. Because you are at the top of the agency doing most of the work in Eyak
negotiations, I ask you to make the process flexible enough to do a deal. Time is
running very short. You may never get the same opportunity to do comprehensive
large deals. The Trustees have already proven that you CAN make big deals in
Kodiak: now I’m asking you to do the same for Eyak.

Massive clearcuts in the Cordova area will destroy what exists of their developing
tourism industry. They cannot make money off herring after the Spill, and many
people in town want to branch out to tourism for money. NO ONE IS GOING TO
WANT TO STAY IN THAT AREA WITH MASSIVE CLEARCUTS. We are going to see
many difficulties in Cordova if the area is cut. And from the townspeople who live
there, they believe Eyak Corporation will cut the timber, not just threaten to do
50,

Please use all of your creativity and power to make this deal. Thank you for your
time.

5%21“‘*”%

4 G omas

\/ cc: Trustee Council




November 10, 1994 s

Jim Ayers, Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 "G" Street

Anchorage, Ak. 99501

Dear Jim,

I Am writing this letter in response to a bulletin I
received from the Alaska Rainforest Campaign. Spectacular
forested wildlife and recrational areas on private land in
Prince William Sound and- Nothern Afogank Island face huge
clearcuts. Additional focus is requ1red on the Eyak
Corporation lands near Cordova, primarily Port Gravina,

) Sheep Bay and Simpson Bay, request that the Trustees

7 purghase all of the Eyak timber rights utilizing the
Multi-Million Dollar court settlement from the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

It is further requested that all of North Afognak Island
be purthased, prlorltlzlng the Paul and Lauras Lake Area.
This area is the highest biologically rated area in your
study.

I wish to thank the Trustees for all their efforts to date

and know that furture considerations will get the same
priority.

Sincerely,

Reid E Waé%gr

6430 E Northern Lights Unit #8D
Anchorage, AK. 99504
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CAROL JENSEN
4800 E. 112th Avneue
Anchorage, Alaska 99516-1612
(907) 346-3321

November 1, 1994

Mr. Jim Ayers, Executive Director
Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Mr. Ayers & Council:

I’'m writing to urge you to take action to acquire and protect the following areas, which
otherwise will be clearcut by logging companies:

All of North Afognak Island (highest priority...Pauls & Lauras Lakes area)
Port Gravina, Sheep Bay and Simpson Bay (near Cordova)

Successful management of habitat, wildlife, all land and water resources depend on a
committment to total ecosystem management. One enemy of this type of management (and an
encmy of wildlife and their habitat) is the timber industry. Unfortunately, this industry, as well
as other environmentally damaging industries, has enmornous support within the Federal and
State governments. If Coghill or Campbell are elected governor, we will see protection for all
state timberland destroyed, and along with it the wildlife, jobs and recreational, fishing and
tourist opportunities and dollars.

Tinje is running out for protection of these lands. The purchase of all of Eyaks timber rights
is essential to insure protection to maintain a healthy habitat and diverse wildlife populations.

The above areas are particularly important due to their extraordinary wildlife and marine habitats
and their proximity to other heavily logged timber areas that are displacing the wildlife. The
public has indicated it wants as much land protected from development as possible. These are
very difficult decisions that have been placed in your hands. 1 believe hearing directly from the
public on specific areas should be helpful to you.

Thank you for your attention, consideration, and most of all your hard work.
Sincerely,

C ol fonser

Carol Jensen




To: James Ayers, Executive Director
Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
625 G Street

Anchorage, AK

93501

Sue Post
Box 1075
Homer, AK
99603
235-6382

Dear Mr. Ayers:

Nov. 1, 1994

['m writing this letter to urge you and the Trustee Council to keep working for comprehensive,
spill wide habitat protection packages which will include Chenega Lands, areas up for sale on Afognak

[sland and the Eyak parcels near Cordova.

[ commend the great work you and the Trustess have already accomplished. Your foresight and
stewardship means future generations of Alaskans will be able to enjoy the magnificence of Seal Bay and
Kachemak Bays. Now you must dig in and consummate deals that will save Chenega's, Afognak's and

Cordova's forests as well.

Thanks again for all your hard work so far but please remember, the job is far from done.

Sincerely,
ue Post

Homer, Alaska




John Mangiameli
Anchorage, AK 99501

Jim Ayers and Trustee Council members
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers and Trustees:

Tomorrow you will be meeting to dedicate funds for habitat protection and other
restoration projects. I believe this is an unparalleled opportunity to purchase timber rights,
conservation easements, and land to protect areas that might otherwise be developed in a
manner that would deal another blow to the populations of fish, wildlife, and birds that .
were devastated by the oil spill. I understand that you expect to act on Kodiak Refuge
parcels. While these areas are very important, they are part of a larger, comprehensive
program that will protect habitat across the spill area.

Please don’t stop with these deals. Eyak Corporation and Chenega Corporation
own hundreds acres of densely forested land that is prime habitat for fish and wildlife.
Parcels on North Afognak and the coastline in Kenai Fjords are also vital parts of the
puzzle. Please continue to pursue these deals.

o Moo

John Mangiameli
Anchorage, AK




Martina Winn

658 Lincoln Avenue
St. Paul, Minnesota 55105-3530
612-222-5476
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Sir or Madame:

I am writing to urge you to use all of the settlement funds to acquire the private lands
within Chugach National Forest, Kenai Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and
Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. I believe that protecting habitat while funds are
“available to do so is the best way to ensure the sound’s eventual recovery.

Thanks you for considering my views in this matter.

Sincerely,
7"/,/ y L?',/‘\"b';/;llq' &[///V‘/i

Martina Winn




October 30, 1994

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 89501

Trustee Council,

I'm writing to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Council to implore them to use the oil
settlement funds to acquire threatened habitat from willing private landowners. The
following list are priority habitat acquisitions that we would like to be seen set aside
for future generations to enjoy:

1. The Port Gravina/ Orca Bay; The old growth forests of eastern Prince William
Sound near Cordova provide exceptional habitat for spill-injured species and
support high value wilderness recreation and tourism.

2. Port Fidalgo; On-going logging activities here threaten the densely forested
habitat along sheltered bays near Valdez and Tatitlek.

3. Knight Island Passage; Rugged mountainous island with intimate bays support
growing wilderness recreationftourism use and provide habitat for spill impacted
species such as killer whales, harbors seals, bald eagles and salmon.

4. Kenai Fjords National Park; One of Alaska's crown jewels, the hearty of this
rugged coastline is threatened by logging and development on private lands within
the park.

5. Port Chatham; This is the last stretch of intact forest habitat along the tip of the
outer Kenai Peninsula coast.

6. Shuyak Straits; The Sitka spruce forest on northern Afognak is home to marbled
murrelets, salmon, brown bear, elk and deer. The Shuyak Straits are a highly
productive aquatic environment, a virtual " maritime interstate highway" for marine
life.

7. Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge; Although logging poses no threat here, other
proposed development activities would jeopardize prime brown bear habitat and
other wildlife values.

The following people would like the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to review
the above listed areas to set aside using the Exxon settlement money.
Thank you,




October 29, 1994

Jean M. Conger
S. 3406 Grand Bl. #206

Spokane, WA 99203

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not vet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this ,
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sincerely,

Jean M. Conger
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October 28, 1994

Kathleen McGinty

Director

Office of Bnvironmental Policy

Old Executive Office Building, Room 360A
Washington, D.C. 20503

Dear Katie:
The Alaska Rainforest Campaign is & coalition of Alaskan and national environmental

groups working 1o protect Alaska's coastal temperate rainforest ecosystem. One of our
top priority issues over thc last two years has been to build supporn for acquisition of

* threatened forest habitat within the Exxon Valdez oil spill zone.

We were plcased 1o hear that a tentative deal has been reached with two of the three
Kodiak Native corporations to acquire large amounts of habitat to be added to the Kodiak
Nationa] Wildlife Refuge. Inroads which have been mede in this area are reflective of
the Administration’s commitment and hard work on this issue. We do have a concern,
however, that restoration would be incomplete and somewhat ineguitable without a
commitment to comprehensive land acquisitions in major forested areas impacted by the
oil spill. ,

The Exxon settlement fund continues to offer the administration an unparalieled

_-opportunity to protect world class natural resource values in one of the world’s most

endangered ecosystems -- the temperate coastal rainforest. Tens of thousands of acres
of this habitat remain available for purchase, many of which are threatened with
imminent clearcuttmg

Specific areas of concern include Afognak Joint Venture lands on north Afognak Island,
holdings within Kenai Fjords National Park, and Eyak Corporation lands near Cordova.
We feel that it would be appropriate and proper for the Administration to take a hard line
in support of comprehensive habitat acquisitions on these and other forested lands at the
Trustee Council meeting next week. A commitment to this process is critical toward
ensuring that the momentum established by the Kodiak deal is continaed. Thank you for
your consideration, and please let us know if we can be of any assistance.

Sincerely,

Charles M. Clusen

Senior Associate

Natural Resources Defense Council
(for the Alaska Rainforest Campaign)

cc: George T. Frampton, Assistant Secretary of Interior
James Lyons, Assistant Secretary of Agriculture
Doug Hall, Assistant Secretary of Commerce

1350 New York Avenue., NW, Suite 300, Washington, DC 20005 4 (202) 783-7800 A Fax (202) 783-5817

12:51 No.00S P.02
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Kathleen McGinty
October 28, 1994
Page 2

Jim Ayers, Executive Director, Exxon Valdez Trustee Council
Adela Backiel, Department of Agriculture

Rick Grand, Department of Agriculture

Phil Janik, U.S. Forest Service

Dan Sakura, Department of Interior

a3

12:52 No.00S P.03
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October 26, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 "G" Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers,

As a 32-year resident of the State, I have seen too much
deforestation in the name of progress. Thankfully people like you
and fellow trustees are attempting to hold the line in Southcentral
Alaska. Perhaps there is still time to advocate buying timber
rights to Eyak Corporation lands near Cordova: Sheep and Simpson
Bays, and Port Gravina specifically.

Also brought to my attention is the rape of North Afognak Island.
Hopefully, we can preserve beauty and the eco-system for animal
life as well as any progeny I might have.

Please advise fellow Settlement Trustees of my feelings.

Sincerely,

Rosalie Tupper

4088 West Hill Road
Homer, Alaska 99603




Ot 26 1774

N g Py
L (e Alyers
Exxon (/a(é{ga ge“H'\elAAevé\" Tvustee Counail

¢45 G" <tveet
Anchorage  ALaska . qa 50l
How o

Dear Jim, ;
T Kwow (F /5 alwads o dettevlt @groCess ow
dacz}/e on what /S ,/yzogt" u}vx@or\'—uul—- e Sau:w—a/ of
ouvr w[/o([o,,Jg Gor fubure '%werw"[owg,
re gould Be PurMseQ\

T oo believe Tivinoer ng
- +° Pfo \:_e’bk FDOV" Gravinoo,

K Corpom’(lo
el Ciapion Ry, L alse belree
fs/a»o( 5‘%\01//6/ be purcéuxseg

Sweep 34
all of /’Uofv%v 4@‘0?\%(@
| H«zo’%u/s | Cowras Lakes dres) see
o) s was e puifies - rabed buolegics ;?
. 70(// M ////;W/( % 5 ﬁ/
o Atvre

Awerse Avieo— 1~
. M"a /S aréi ﬁr
/L’/‘/@Q’/ %{ 7/{/#

yd
/d y/ﬂ/’é M &V/w hav€
/ w&/ A pe /%/,w«,é%u/ for Yo L SE etor itz
Sup N |
= ()
Cogono EM Lo (Box 87577
et gt /%/bmkf, ﬂgdf/ea“
ez 24

s Feuse istribule 7 o;%fr Qovarnitioe  yingnbbers




“REBR R

(Rut/z’ Shenidan
4704 fj\/znai
C77na£o1a95

Alaska 99508

Oct. 26, 1994

Jim Ayers, Exec. Director

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 G St.

Anchorage 99501

Dear Jim Ayers:

I appreciate the efforts of the Exxon Valdez 0il Spill
Trustees to use the settlement funds judiciously and in
the interests of all Alaskans, and commend you for your
good work.

I'd now like to ask you to closely examine the Eyak Corp.
lands near Cordova, especially Gravina, Sheep Bay and Simpson
Bay, and suggest that you purchase all of Eyak's timber
rights.

May I also call your attention to North Afognak Island,
particularly the "Pauls and Lauras Lakes Area" - the
highest biologically rated area in your own study - and
ask you to purchase all of Afognak Island.

Would you please inform the Council members of my request.

Thank you again.

For a better world,

et Poridnen

Higihie
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Mary's Message ('\

October 23, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director
Exon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council

This note is in regard to land in Prince William Sound and
Northern Afognak Island. Please prevent clearcuts in these
areas!!! :

Please do not let human greed destroy Port Gravina, Sheep
Bay and Simpson Bay. Purchase all of Eyaks timber rights,
especially North Afognak Island, priortizing the "Pauls and
Lauras Lake Area". Remember that this is the highest
biologically rated area in your study!

Deforestation is a threat to the human race. Help mankind
survive by saving the few remaining forests on earth. Keep

trees alive and perhaps we will survive.

Thank you for your efforts!

Sincerely,
Mary Alta Buckingham
- |To: Exon Valdez Settlement From : Joe & Mary Buckingham
For Information Call: 907-243-6561 At: Alaskan Renaissance Booksearch
Pages: 1 My Fax Number : 907-243-6561

Created using WinFax PRO 3.0 Delrina Technology inc.
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LAw OfFICE OF
GLENN E. CRAVEZ, INC.
550 W. 7TH AVENUE, SUITe 1600
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501

\\} TELEPHONE FAX
(907) 276-3390 ‘ (807) 276-823¢

October 21, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director proen o DGR
Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council B ' TN
645 G Street ’

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers:

First, I want to thank you and your fellow council members for all
your time, effort, and hard work to date in connection with the
Council. Your task is an unenviable one in some ways. On the other
hand, your willingness to undertake this difficult assignment speaks
highly of your dedication to public service.

Next, I have a few comments to offer regarding possible land and
timber rights purchases, and I ask that you share this letter with all
council members. Please designate for purchase all of northern Afognak

\> Island, including but not limited to the Pauls and Lauras Lakes area
which your study gave a high priority to in terms of wildlife habltat
within the spill zone.

Also please designate for purchase Eyak Corporation lands near
Cordova including those at Port Gravina, Sheep Bay, and Simpson Bay.
Also please consider purchase of Eyak's additional timber rights in the

area, either in whole or in part. This region provides a superb
habitat for wildlife which is worthy of protection from timber
harvesting.

Again, thank you for your consideration and your efforts to date.

Very truly yours,

2 &

Glenn E. Cravez ;%L-
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Wavetamer Kayaking

o N . KAYAK KODIAK TOURS - KAYAK KATMAI ADVENTURES
FEATHERCRAFT FOLDING KAYAKS - NECKY KAYAKS - ACCESSORIES
POB 228, Kodiak, Alaska 99615 - PH & FAX: 907-486-2604

October 19,1994 !m G i L | s
LR - /.

Jim Ayers, Executive Director - 00T 251994

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council

645 G Street pwin V.din Gl UPL

Anchorage, AK 99501 ‘M-_:}«;g".«';‘.‘.i.:. grueel,

Dear Mr. Ayers,

I hope I am one of many Alaskans concerned about the acquisition of Eyak
Corporate lands at Port Gravina, Simpson Bay and Sheep Bay and the timber
rights for all of Eyak's holdings. I am equally concerned about the acquisition of
lands at Paul's Lake and Laura Lake on Afognak Island.

All one has to do is to fly over these areas that are still in their natural state and
then fly over areas clear cut to understand the esthetic and spiritual value of
these lands. Researching the biodiversity of these same areas and the potential
for long-term, sustainable and non-consumptive use gives one an even clearly
understanding of the need to protect these areas.

I encourage you to express these concerns to the members of the coundil. I
appreciate their regard in other issues that have arisen and hope that the areas
mentioned above can be secured for future generations.

Thank you for your positive and successful efforts to this point.

Sincerely,

To Végo%wn?%\‘\

avetamer Kayaking

Active Mamber:

TRADE ASSOCIATION OF SEA KAYAKING
ALASKA WILDERNESS RECREATION & TOURISM ASSOC,
KOOLAK ISLAND CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU
ALASKA VISITORS ASSOCIATION/KODIAK CHAPTER
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
Restoration Office
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

October 26, 1894

Paul Swartzbart

Alpine Charters

POB 233

Cordova Alaska 99574

Dear Mr. Swartzbart:

Thank you for your letter of October 17, 1994. | have been requested to respond to your
letter on behalf of the Trustee Council.

As you know, the Trustee Council took action on May 3 to protect lands around Cordova
owned by Eyak/Sherstone Corporations. The Trustee Council and representatives of
Eyak/Sherstone are now discussing the details of an additional proposal for protection of
Eyak lands as part of the Council's comprehensive habitat protection process.

This proposal was discussed with the Trustee Council during the October 5 Trustee Council
meeting. The petition you refer to was distributed at that mesting. | can assure you that
your comments, as well as those of the Cordova residents who signed the petition, have
been and will continue to be considered as these discussions progress.

On October 7 the Trustees did reaffirm their May rejection of the Eyak and Sherstone
comprehensive proposal because the proposal does not provide adequate legal assurance
of the long-term habitat protection necessary for restoration. We have made Eyak a counter
offer because we are just as concerned about providing habitat protection as those who
have written in support of reaching an agreement with Eyak. However, it would be
irresponsible to invest the public’s money in the May 24th proposal without adequate
assurance that restoration goals will be achieved or pursued. As you note in your letter,
these negotiations can be difficult.

Thank you again for your continued interest in the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council actions. |
can assure you that the Trustees are very aware of the interest Cordova has in this process.

%\incerely,

e

;')Jam S R. Ayers
Exscutive Director

cc:  Trustee Council ’ agram

Trustee Agancies
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation
United States:; National Qceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Departmants of Aariculture and Intaring
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FROM

PRUL L. SWARTZBART PHONE WO, : 987 424 3421

Transmited by Telefux

October 17, 1994

Phil Janik

Regional Farester

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service

709 West 9th Street, Room 249
Juneau, AK 99802

Mr. Janik.

On October 5th, a petition was submitted (Via Telafax) 10 thc Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Restoration Trustee Council. This petition was compiled by. and submitted by, Cordova
residents because of concerns that forested habitat, which has been identified as important
to the restoration process, would be lost because of delays in culminating a
comprehiensive hubilat protection deal with the Cordova based Eyak Corporation.

Petition signatures were collected in the course of one day. A cucsory review of the
pctition notcs a diverse cross section of individuals, interest groups, and important
community rcpresentatives. Included among these petitioners were: the Mayor of
Cordova, three city council members, the CEO of the Eyak Corporation, the director of
the Prince William Sound Science Center, promincent business owners, scveral high level
state and federal resource agency staff (acting as individuals), a large number of
fishermen, and native corporation sharcholders.

Mr. Janik, I feel that it is significant to note that this petition i3 composcd complotcly of
Cordovan citizens, and it constitutes approximately one quarter of the fall population of
Cordova. I believe that it should be considered a valid random sampling of public
opinion in one of the primary impacted towns in the gpill affected area. Ihave heard little
in the way of feedback from the EVOS Trustee Council on their reaction to the reccipt of
this petition, or their perspectives on the nisk of delaying action on protecting critical
habitat in the Cordova area which has been linked to the restoration of spill injured
species and services.

T have little or no indication that the Trustee Council even discussed the Eyak land issues
at their last meeting. | would appreciate it if you, or your statt, would take the time to
respond in writing to the concerns outlined in this letter. ln the interest of promoting
better understanding of the EVOS Council process, I will make every effort to see that
your observations and perspectives are shared with a wide sector of the public in the
Cordova area.

P83




FROM : PAUL L. SWARTZBART PHONE NO. @ 907 424 3421 Pe2

Janik, EVOS Pg.2

Thank you for your time and effort in responding to this letter. The Trustee Council has
undertaken extensive negotiations with the Eyak Corporation, and [ understand that these

negotiations are at times difticult. Your efforts are appreciated. I hope that these efforts

are ultimately successtul, and produce, a substantive, habitat protection plan for our area.

Sincerely,
cc Eyak Corporation, Donna Platt Paul Swartzbart
Cordova Mayor, Margie Johnson
Cordova Times Alpine Charters
Anchorage Daily News P.O. Box 233

Cordova, AK 99574
Phone / Fax: 424-3421




FROM @ PAUL L. SWARTZBART PHONE NO. @ 997 424 3421 PB1

FAx & 27€-7178

3/5/4 7

Transmited by Telefax

October 17, 1994

Jim Ayers

Fxecutive Director

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Trustee Council
645 “G" Street

Anchorage. AK 99501

Mr.Ayres,

Please find attached Jetter which was fuxed to cuch Trustee for a response. Thank you for
your lime and efTort on this most difficult issue.

Smccrcly,

Paul Sw —Z

Alpine Charters
P.O.Box 233

Cordova, AK 99574
Phone / Fax: 424-3421
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Sierra Club
Alaska Field Office

241 E. Fifth Avenue, Suite 205, Anchorage, Alaska 99501
(907) 276-4048 ¢ FAX (907) 258-6807

wur Nhills

O N e
Post-It™ brand fax transmittal memo 7671 {#ofpages » 2

From ?@w» Reodie

[T Ly ﬂuﬁyh%

Co.

Co.

Dept.

Phono ¢

. Fax #
September 19, 1994 Pt e -T15%9 >
George Frampton John Sandor
Assistant Secretary Commissioner
U.S. Dept. of Interior AK Dept. Env. Cons.
Philip Janik ' Carl Rosier
Regional Forester Commissioner
U.S. Forest Service AK Dept. of Fish & Game
Stephen Pennoyer Bruce Botelho
Director, ka - F Attorney General
National Marine ) Service State of Alaska
RE: ¥t habitat protection
Dear s of the Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council:

Protecting the forest on Eyak Corporation lands is
environmentalists, for other Alaskans living in Pri
Sound, and for the shareholders of the Eyak Corpora
Trustee Council consideration of Eyak has separated
lands" from the rest of Eyak’s forest, as though th
parcels are the most important. In fact, however,
protection of the whole of Eyak’s coastal forest is
Some other parcels have even received higher habita
than the so called "core parcels."

a prlorlty for

nce William

tion. Past
the "core

ese particular

comprehensive
essential.

t rankings

We do understand that negotiating conservation easements is
considerably more difficult than negotiating fee simple land

sales. We appreciate the efforts that the Trustee
staff have devoted to this difficult task. We unde
comprehensive conservation easement for the entire

Council and
rstand that a
area will be

costly. We wish to reiterate, however, how important it is for

you and your staff tc persevere and commit the nece

ssary

resources for a comprehensive agreement that would protect all of

Eyak’s coastal forest.

The Sierra Club, along with many Alaskans and other
have asked you to commit at least $500 million of t
restoration funds towards habitat protectlon $500
not, in itself, a magic number. Rather, it is our

“that at least thls much will be necessary to protec
habitat that is most important to restore oil spill

Americans
he EVOS
million is
best guess

t the wildlife
injuries.
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EVOS Trustee Council
September 19, 1994
Page 2

Our measure of the success of the Trustee Council process is the
comprehensiveness of the protection of priority habitat areas
from Prince William Sound to Kodiak.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

4 Ae

Pamela Brodie
Alaska Rainforest Coordinator

cc: Deborah Williams
Craig Tillery
v Jim Ayers
Luke Borer
Donna Platt
Alaska Center for the Environment
Alaska Rainforest Campaign
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Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 ‘G’ Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Attn: Jim Ayers, Exscutive Director
Re: EVOS Trust Fund
Gentlemen,

I am writing to request that the Trustees consider using the trust funds to acquire
additional land to protect wildlife and fish habltat. Areas that | believe are valuable are
as follows:

1. Cordova Area/Eyak Corporation Lands: Port Gravina, Sheep Bay, and Simpson
Bay. This should include the Eyak timber rights.

2. Kodiak: All of North Afogonak Island, with emphasis on the Pauls and Lauras
Lakes Area.

| wish to thank the Trustees for their efforts to date and in the future. Although | do not
follow the efforts of the Trusteses on a regular basis, it is good to know that someone is

working to save wildlife habitat for future generations.

)%
Karl Roe—i—cl:ge

3410 Alexander Ave

Anchorage, AK 89508

//9/94‘/@ (V/Oj C&unc:'( weber s

fcc\evos.itr
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Post Otfice Box 101161
Anchorage, Alaska
939510

ANCHORAGE

A CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL AUDUBON SOCIETY

Jim Ayers, Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 G Street :
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Sir:

The Anchorage Audubon Society urges the Trustee Council to seize the unique
opportunity now available to acquire outstanding forested wildlife and recreation
land in Prince William Sound and on northern Afognak Island. Although there are
many worthy projects lined up for the settlement dollars, it is hard to think of one
with more long-lasting benefits than the simple rescue of wilderness lands from
future damage and exploitation.

In particular, please focus your efforts on Eyak Corporation lands near Cordova,
such as Port Gravina, Sheep Bay and Simpson Bay; and the northern Afognak
lands which your own studies have rated as the best wildlife habitat in the spill

zone.

In spite of the huge amounts of wild lands in the state, the most population
pressure is located in coastal regions, which are also affected by what takes place
at sea (like oil shipments). It seems appropriate, therefore, to take extra measures
to assure that we retain this unique type of habitat for the wildlife for which we
are so famous.

We appreciate the delicate negotiations required for these land acquisitions and
wish you success.

Sincerely,

C lvmalme. A20.0_ @ ECEIVE

Christine Maack, President

udubon Society, inc

0CT 18 1994

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPIL
TRUSTEE COUNGH,
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Kristine M. Vangstad
Tmi Mulick

Janie Taylor

Steve Hilsgen
Michelle Devine
Stephen Boyd
Robbie Kaplan

Gary Dearth

Jim Henry
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October 26, 1994 AT SUE R o

James Ayers

Director, EVOS Trustee Council
645 "G" Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers,

I wanted to thank the Trustee Council for successfully acquiring and protecting lands in
Kachemak Bay, and Seal Bay. The Trustees managed to procure these wonderful places under
very difficult circumstances; I commend them for their good team work. Iam very appreciative
of the Councils efforts toward habitat acquisition; purchasing high quality wildlife habitat is the
best possible use of settlement funds.

At this point in time I am very concerned about the remaining high quality habitat on northern
Afognak Island. I feel that places like Pauls and Lauras Lakes and Shuyak Straits are in great
danger of being lost if the Council delays acquiring them. Much of Afognak has been wrecked
by clearcut, cash it out quick, and run management which will leave nothing for our children. It
appears like the Trustee Council are the only ones that can pull anything good out of this
dreadful situation.

I'm going to put my faith into your efforts. You have some very capable people working on
these issues and I know you're all trying hard. People down the road will appreciate your work
when they visit beautiful forested places like Seal Bay.

Sincerely,

K] , \
\/ n,‘:.[.\,\,i'”}.»{ I e o

i

Marlyn Twitchell
1846 - B, Bootlegger Cove Drive
Anchorage, AK 99501
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Kristian H. Erickson
19629 Sunnyside Dr. N., #N-101
Seattle, WA 98133-2716
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October 17, 1994 ‘ Snoenn

Voriend, bila \Jl.u.-

L OGS

Jim Ayers, Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 "G" Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers:

I grew up hearing frontier stories of my relatives who figured prominently in the history of early
Washington State and the Territory of Alaska. I enjoyed the wilderness of western Washington--
but throughout my life I watched it disappear to logging and development. In a few regions, the
foresight of community leaders helped save big blocks of land, especially in the North Cascades.
In other places, the salmon and wildlife habitat vanished before anyone really understood what
was happening and how valuable it all was.

One thing nearly everyone agrees on these days: Not enough was saved to preserve the quality of
life we all want, to say nothing of fishing and hunting resources.

In recent years, on my trips to South-central and Southeast Alaska, I have watched the wilderness
be devoured with the same type of ignorance that we showed in the Lower 48 a few decades ago.
It has been deeply distressing.

But now, there has been a small but wonderful stroke of luck. Through the Exxon Valdez
disaster, money has become available to save some of the most valuable rainforest! You and your
committee have a wonderful opportunity to make a great and lasting contribution to the future of
Alaska.

[ urge you focus high priority on setting aside by purchase as much of the coastal rainforest
ecosystem as possible. [ urge you to purchase all of North Afognak Island. Once that is
accomplished, then I urge you to pursue the Eyak Corporation lands in the Cordova area,
especially Port Gravina, Sheep Bay and Simpson Bay.

You are charged with a great responsibility, and you are doing a good job. Remember that you
have an opportunity to mark Alaska’s historical development. The finest praise of your actions
won’t be heard until well into the next century. Act with this in mind.

(May I ask that you circulate this letter to the other members of the committee?)
Sincerely,
Gt
, <. e

{Mr.) Kristian H. Erickson
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Jim Ayers, OCT 211994
Exxon Valdez Settlement Council
645 G St. BAn oabgd Gl SPiLL
Anchorage, Ak 99501 TRUSTEE GOUNGIL
Dear Jim:

This is our second letter, but we feel very strongly about this issue of using Exxon
settlement monies to purchase Native corporate forest lands so they may be saved for
the enjoyment of future generations.

We ask you to continue negotiating with Eyak Corporation for a complete buy back of
their lands, especially including Port Gravina, Simpson Bay and Sheep Bay. We feel
the same about North Afognak Island. Please purchase all of this area with a priority

-on the Pauls and Lauras Lakes Area since it is regarded as the highest biologically
rated area in your own study.

Thank you very much.

Sincerely,

@Wﬁﬁ/&@.

Frank and Jennifer Keim
Box 54

Marshall, Alaska

99585

P.S. Also a hearty thanks from both of us for your past negotiations and purchases.




' ‘¢:October 14, 1994

'iDear Mr..Ayers

D LYNN MICKLESON MD ‘

. P.O.Box2288 i .

SRR - _ Pahner Alaska 99645 ..
SRR Phone &Fax (907) 745- 0828.,

. o? .-VALDEZ ov °~P
Tau:ﬂt& cm“mx

-----

‘gnu=‘zig~f

jliJim Ayers, Executive Director

.Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
‘645 "G"‘Street RS : -, ~
' Anchorage AK 99501

{fPlease provide funding to buy back lands 1n Prince william Sound“g-
~and - ‘aldng " the" coast’ Kodiak " Try. Cif possible. ‘to : -make

V:hcomprehens1ve deals on. Afognak and w1th the Eyak Corporation. )

As a phy51cian and long term re51dent of Alaska, iy feel the;ﬁ
»;greatest lonhg : term benefit and - economic promise “is. keeplng the -
- forest intact:.in, these areas Intact forésts: w111 provide years of

'fsustainable income’ from tourism, fishing" and other local - forest
‘V;based industr1es.~ Clearcutting these lands" is’ a short sighted way

'.;to make a buck and will take a- century or. more to recover

Spec1fica11y g : : : '
SRR O B Please focus attentlon,on the Eyak Corporation lands near
: 13._Cordova ——4 Port. Gravina, Sheep Bay and- Simpson ‘Bay. .
: Also please con51der the purchase of all Eyak timber
frights : o e . L . :

2. Please purchase all of North Afognak Island especially
- . the *"Pauls, and Lauras.Lakes area"..' ASs .your own - study
S;revealed ~this is the highest hiologically rated area

Thank. you for all your efforts 'S0 far I know that negotiations
-and fund - distributions can be a painfully complicated and slow
:process at times : . ) .

cerely;‘17

yhn MiCkleson

P.S._Please’copy'this lettér to other council_members.

Printed on 100% Post-Consumer Recycled Paper




Oct. 17, 1994 s;

Jim Ayers, . 08T 21 1924
Exxon Valdez Settiement Council

645 G St. Fin. _aibed DL SPiLL
Anchorage, Ak 99501 TRUSTEE GOUNGIL
Dear Jim:

This is our second letter, but we feel very strongly about this issue of using Exxon
settlement monies to purchase Native corporate forest lands so they may be saved for
the enjoyment of future generations.

We ask you to continue negotiating with Eyak Corporation for a complete buy back of

their lands, especially including Port Gravina, Simpson Bay and Sheep Bay. We feel

| the same about North Afognak Island. Please purchase all of this area with a priority

-on the Pauls and Lauras Lakes Area since it is regarded as the highest biologically
rated area in your own study.

Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

’ Frank and Jennifer Keim
Box 54

Marshall, Alaska
99585

P.S. Also a hearty thanks from both of us for your past negotiations and purchases.
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8 | EXXON VALDEZ OIL P

| TRUSTEE COUNCIL
October 15,1994

Jdim Ayers, Director
EVOS Trustee Council
645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Councilmembers:

We urge you to give priority to the purchase and protection of timbered wild
lands in the Port Gravina, Sheep Bay and Simpson Bay areas near Cordova. We
support the acquisition of these important habitat areas. As a minimum,
purchase the timber rights of the Eyak Corporation on these lands.

We are part of the tourism economy that engages in non-consumptive use of
Prince William Sound resources and depend on the continuation of the
wilderness qualities of this region.

Thank * you for your continuing efforts to wmitigate the impacts of the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

Please distribute this letter to the council members,

Sincerely,

William H. Copeland !
Raven Charters




October 13, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director OCT 14 1894
Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 G Street ' C
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 e me

RE: Exxon Valdez Funds i
Dear Mr. Ayers:

Thank you for your efforts in your negotiations thus far in
trying to protect the fish, wildlife and recreational areas in
the spill affected area.

I am writing to let you know my feelings regarding use of the
funds from the Exxon Valdez oil spill. I very strongly support
the purchase of timbered wild lands that are the best wildlife
habitat in the spill zone. Please purchase the Northern Afognak
Island section of forest to include the Pauls and Lauras Lakes
Area (the highest biologically rated area in your study).

I would also like you to focus on purchasing the Eyak Corporation
lands near Cordova to include Port Gravina, Sheep Bay and Simpson
Bay and I urge you to purchase all of Eyaks timber rlghts
Clearcutting is so devastating and severe and the land is never
the same again. Timber harvesting destroys valuable wildlife
habitat which can never (in our lifetime and our childrens) be
replaced. Once gone, it is lost forever.

I am enclosing 6 copies of this letter for all of the council
members. Again I thank you for your time and efforts thus far in
these negotiations.

Singer el(y/
Ter L. Cummings Z ;

6740 East 10th
Anchorage, Alaska 99504
Alaska resident of over 30 years




Elizabeth Senear
Box 762
Cordova, AK 99574

September 29, 1994

Jim Ayers

EVOS Trustees Council
645G St., Suite .402
Anchorage, Ak. 99574

Dear Mr. Ayers:

I urge you to accept the offer of the Eyak natives to sell their timber
rights, and in some cases the land itself (Power Creek and Eyak Lake lands),
as part of the habitat acquisition relating to the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

I feel this is extremely important to the towm of Cordova which was severély
affected by the oil spill, as well as being personally important. The-
logging of these areas could have deleterious affects on fish and wildlife
habitat in the Saund, both or which were damaged in the spill.

+ I have been a resident of Cordova since 1987, and reside here year round.

I am a commercial fisherman, who has been a herring pound permit holder since
1988, in addition to participating in the salmon purse seine fishery and the

halibut fishery in Area E. I also have a Bristol Bay drift permit.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Senear

o et ol O

o Ll




.. U7t October 10, 1994

I am writing to you to express my support for the
current negotiations between yourselves and the Eyak
Corporation.

As I understand it, the Trustee Council is attempting
to purchase timber rights from the Eyak Corporation to
prevent the clear-cutting of major parcels of land in Prince
William Sound and adjacent areas.

I would 1like to offer you my wholehearted support in
this endeavor and encourage you to do what ever is necessary
to prevent further unsustainable logging in this area.

I worked for the ironically dubbed Sound Development,
Inc. which was logging here until the fall of last year. And
while I would potentially have much to gain, financially, if
logging were to continue in this area, I am no longer able
to support the unsound 1logging practices that the Eyak
Corporation has permitted to take place on their lands.

I have seen first-hand the disregard for stream
boundaries as clear-cuts engulfed creeks that contained
salmon which had returned to spawn. There can be no doubt
that practices such as this can only further damage the
already suffering wildstock returns in these waterways.

We must never forget that there is an incredibly
delicate balance between the land, the water, and the skies.
And that by doing something to protect one of them you are
invariably helping the world as a whole.

Another concern that I would 1like to express 1is the
likely impact that the clear-cutting of these tracts would
have on the community of Cordova. While a certain amount of
revenue would be generated for the city throughout the
timber extraction process, it 1is probable that this would
last but a few short years. The effects, however, would last
for generations.

The City of Cordova is currently engaged in efforts to
build a deep-water port at Shepard’s Point. This is a major
investment by, not only our community, but the state as
well, to stimulate tourism in this region. The logging of
this terrain would not only offer an appalling welcome mat
to any visitors entering via Orca Inlet, but also destroy
the optimum destination for day-trips out of Cordova.




) Some of the proposed tracts are favorite places of mine

/ for boating, fishing, and hiking. Simpson Bay and Nelson Bay
are places of unimaginable beauty and I hope that someday I
will be able to take my children and even grandchildren to
these areas.

It is within your power to see to it that some kind of
agreement is forged. I am aware that there are many details
that still need to be worked out and that a deadline is
rapidly approaching. If nothing else, I implore you to at
least reach an agreement on the timber rights so that this
incredible region retains its pristine splendor forever.

THANKYOU!
Sincerely,
Kevin Tritt

Koo =\ wutt

Cordova, Alaska
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™ EVOS Trustee Council N
September 19, 1994 )
Page 2

Our measure of the success of the Trustee Council process is the
" comprehensiveness of the protection of priority habitat areas
from Prince William Sound to Kodiak.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.
Sincerely,

T A

Pamela Brodie
Alaska Rainforest Coordinator

cc: Deborah Williams
Craig Tillery
v Jim Ayers
: Luke Borer
S Donna Platt
Alaska Center for the Environment
Alaska Rainforest Campaign




Bill Denneen
1040 Cielo In.
Nipomo, CA 93444

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council

645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

S

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sincerely,

Bill Denneen
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Bill Denncen was awarded the Sierra Club's Oliver Kehrlein award.

Nipomo naturalist gains

NiPinio - This week, Ni-

SO Ll e o ed

Pt
a clul coon Menday, d
hike thr- .« the Nipamo Dunes
on Tuc. .. ard a horschack
ride Wee-esday, On Thursday,
he led . e of the Cayucos
tide pect . .nd on Saturday he
planncws .. .isit to the Pinnacles
Nationo: onument.

{t i~ - -cause of his busy
schedulc  icading  people

through v wunders of the
local cnvi-nnment that Den-
neen was »warded the Sterra
Club’s prestigious Oliver Kchr-
lein award this year.

The .- wd. piven to only
oue persor o the natien cach
year, hor.. s people who consis-
tently leae outings and cducate

the pubde oyt the environ-
ment

S taly wtficnds  will
prosem mward o Denneen
at a bans i San Francisco
M;v\/ |

Gan vittan o the o acal
chapte ot chee who
Nevee 13 Lt Coane oy, TN
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knowledge, announced al the
group’s March inecuny i
Denneen won the aw.re. De-
neen said he was so busy thut
day — hiking. riding, wr doing
whatever he does — that he
almost didn't go.

“It came the night of the
meeting and [ said, "I don’t
know if I want to go, it’s it long
drive,’ "’ Denneen said.

Felsman said Denncen is so
active educating people aboul
the environment that when he
submitted Denneen’s name for
the ‘award, he sent in a pile of
papers a quarter-inch thick just
describing Denneen’s tours

Denneen cntered the conser-
vation movement 30 ycars ago
when he helped form ihe San
Rafael Wilderness He also
spent 25 years sharag informa.
tion about the eavironmmcent as
a biology and riizrobiology
teacher at Hancock Coiiege

Once of the biggest huhis
Denneen's years of oinvm
accurred during  the ey,
when PG&E onsideres anld

= Nipoin
Flaco

Sierra Club’s highest honor

inyy o ouclenr power plant on
Dunes near Ose
But, following a
fiurry =f ism from the
public, PG built the plam at
Diable Canvon instead.

Now. uva Natere Conser-
vancy mangvs the Oso Flaco
area. and Duenneen feels com-
fortable thar it will be pro-
tected. So L has turned his
attention to the Pismo State
Vehicle Recreation Area.

He is founder and chairman
of the Citizens for a Vehicle
Free Duncs and often attends
public hearings lo urge the
climinatior  of vehicles from
the dunes.

“When cnough citizens real-
ize this heauiiful shoreline... is
being run o.cr by vehicles and
noise we'll vor rid of them,”
Denneen s

When . ot lobbying 1o
elimitate - herles. he plans to
rally belund o proposal re-
cently refeasud by a Nationai
Forest furee to reduce
vehiehe s o 10es Toresis.

Lake
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Shanti shanti Kaur Khalsa
P.O. Box 35882
Los Angeles, CA 90035

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council

645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
wWildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populatlons
of the region recover.

Sincerely,

AN
Shiedh St
Shanti Shanti Kaur Khalsa

< s————y




~ Karen Licher
. P.O. BOX 1033
Sedona, AZ 86339

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sincerely,

ﬁ:;b&ﬁﬁkl LJC/AJV\

Karen Licher




bon Strachan
P.0O. Box 1066
Middletown, CA 95461

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council

645 G Sst.
Anchorage, AKX 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
0il spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of

' forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the

spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

#
The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations

of the region recover.

Sincerely,

—

Don Strachan




Tim Kiley
1122 6th St. #304
Santa Monica, CA 90403

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Coﬁncil
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet bequn to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.
The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
-Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sincerely,




Maurice M. Meir
139 S. Beverly Dr. Suite 204
Beverly Hills, CA 90212

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including ‘sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

‘The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or tigber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sincerely,

rice M.




Ann McCaslin
5656 Lake Washington Bl. SE
Bellevue, WA 98006

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council

645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for '
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spe d ALL gf the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Si cerely,

Ann McCaslin




JoAnne Thompson
1903 El1 Camino de la Luz
Santa Barbara, Ca 93109

,4% ?z;;»&,a /6, /994
Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council 4 /7

645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters,. seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations

of the region recover.

Sincerely,

fgfine Thompson




Ken Garber

Sandra Garber

2405 S. Holt Ave.

Los Angeles, CA 90034

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most. populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. However; large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future!

The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native~owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

We strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

Sincerely,

on Malse—

Ken Garber

_\; sw,\c_vsv

ra Garber




Connie McCabe
555 Pico Ave,
San Simeon, CA 93452

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99509

Dear Trustees,

Government studies show that, five years after the Exxon Valdez
oil spill, most populations of injured wildlife, including sea
otters, seals, harlequin ducks, murrelets, and wild salmon, have
not yet begun to recover. These species depend on the rain
forest for their continued existence. . However, large areas of
forest along the 1500 mile stretch of coastline affected by the
spill are scheduled for clearcutting in the near future.
. i
The $600 million from the settlement paid by Exxon that the
Council controls can be utilized to permanently protect this
unique and precious region along the Gulf of Alaska. Many of the
Native-owned corporations that control inholdings scheduled for
logging would prefer to sell the lands or timber rights for
habitat protection, rather than see them logged.

I strongly urge you to spend ALL of the settlement funds to
acquire the private lands within Chugach National Forest, Kenai
Fjords National Park, Afognak Island, and Kodiak National
Wildlife Refuge. Only in this way can the wildlife populations
of the region recover.

incerely,

O M%ﬁp)ip/ Z/f

Connie McCabe
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MARINE ADVISORY PROGRAM
UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA

Sea Grant Marine
Advisory Program

University of
Alaska Fairbanks

School of Fisheries and
Ocean Sciences

Program Offices

Carlton Trust Building, #110
2221 E. Northern Lights Bivd.
Anchorage, Alaska 99508-4140
(907) 274-9691

FAX (907) 277-5242

*k %
P.O. Box 830

Cordova, Alaska 99574
(907) 424-3446
FAX (907) 424-5246

P.O. Box 1549
Dillingham, Alaska 99576
(907) 842-1265

4014 Lake Street
Suite #210 B

Homer, Alaska 99603
(907) 235-5643

900 Trident Way
Kodiak, Alaska 99615
(907) 486-1514

FAX (907) 486-1540

P.O. Box 297
Kotzebue, Alaska 99752
(907) 442-3063

P.O. Box 1329
Petersburg, Alaska 99833
(907) 772-3381

FAX (907) 772-4431

1297 Seward Avenue
Sitka, Alaska 99835
(907) 747-3988
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May 26, 1994 g §§
Jim Ayers, Executive Director -
EVOS Trustee Council
645 G Street, 4th Floor PILL

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Jim:

| just wanted to offer a brief but very genuine bit of
appreciation for the recent progress made by the Trustee
Council on the Eyak Habitat Acquisition negotiations. |
know this has been a complex and difficult endeavor for all
involved and the Council is to be commended for their
continued resolve to come to closure on a truly
comprehensive acquisition protection deal for Eyak lands.
People in the spill region can now glimpse the light at the
end of the spilled long tunnel.

Once you have closed the Eyak deal and the other deals in
your comprehensive acquisition package, and have
mapped out a focused monitoring and research program,
and when the private litigation is resolved, folks in the
region will then and only then be able to return to lives with
some semblance of normalcy.

The Council’s many years of planning and hard work are
about to pay off in a huge way, and rest assured it will not
go unnoticed. Thanks. Have an enjoyable Memorial Day
weekend.
Sincerely,

Rick Steiner, Associat essor
Marine Advisory Program, Cordova

rs:bhm

University oF Avraska FFAIRBANKS



MARINE AD*”~"RY PROGRAM
Univel.  Jf Alaska
. P.0Hox 830
Cordova, AK 98574
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Fax Transmittal Form
Fireweed Graphics
P.O. Box 1478
Cordova, Alaska 99574
(907) 424-7490
Fax: (907) 424-7491
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There are pages not including this cover sheet. If you have any problems with
this transmission, please call us at (907) 424-7490.
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'Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Trustee Council
Restoration Office
645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

MEMORANDUM

To: Trustee Council

From: Molly McCammon W

Director of Operations
Date: May 26, 1994

Subj: Public Comments on Eyak

We are continuing to receive a number of letters regarding the Trustee Council’s
agreement with Eyak. I'm attaching copies of the comments for your review.

Trustee Agencies
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation
United States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior




-~ - = - EyakTraditional Elders Council™ A
P.O. Box 460, Cordova, Alaska 99574

John A. Sandor, Commissioner May 19, 1994
Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation DELIVERY VIA FAX: 465-5070
410 Willoughby Ave. Suite 105

Juneau, AK 99801-1795

Re: Rainforest Habitat Protection Negotiations

A3

Dear Commissioner Sandor:

The purpose of this letter is to help clanfy the Eyak people's posmon and concerns regarding
Rainforest habitat protection in the Prince William Sound region.

First, the Eyak people wish to thank the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council (Trustees) for
their continued efforts and most recent actions to protect our Rainforests froftr farther
environmental destruction.

Within the last month I spoke with Mead Treadwell about some of the key issues that should be
considered when negotiating our future with Eyak Corporation. It is our hope that the Eyak
people can help facilitate a possible solution to permanently end the vicious circle of "imminent
threat decision-making practices” that the Eyak Corporation utilizes at critical times. This tactic
threatens the continued existence of our coastal Rainforests and is of course of grave concern to
the Eyak people.

The Eyak people want the entire Eyak Rainforest including all of Prince William Sound's
Rainforests protected. The wildlife, the salmon, the people and the entire ecosystem will not
fully recover from the effects of the “oil spill" if our Rainforests are destroyed also.

What follows in this letter is an outline of our concerns. Please note that these issues are not
listed in any order of importance because all of these issues are critical to the Eyak people.

1. Timber Rights or Conservation Easement Purchases -
All of the timber rights must be purchased or the Eyak Corporation may bein a
position to use this money to subsidize future clearcutting operations on other
currently unprotected lands.

2. Perpetual Investment Plan -
Negotiations should include a perpetual investment plan which invests a
mutually agreed upon percentage of the monies into an account for future
shareholders. For example, this plan could be a revolving fund earning income to
guarantee that future Eyak Corporation shareholders will have financial assels and
a Rainforest still intact to complement the perpetual conservation easements.

%)3.  Fee Simple Title -

The Eyak people are opposed to the sale of our ancestral lands. The land is sacred.
We believe that we do not have the right to sell the land away from our children.
We also believe that the Eyak Corporation does not have the right to sell these
lands either.




[——

4. Eastern Prince William Sound Rainforestlsalmon Protection -

This region is one of the most important wild chum salmon habitats in the world. M
A wild stock restoration program must be implemented soon, in conjunction o
with protecting the entire region's Rainforest.

S Eyak Rainforest Appraisal Values -
The Eyak people wish to make it clear that the Trustees should conduct the

Rainforest Protection negotiations using the U.S. Forest Service appraisal values,
to be determined once an agreement is reached with the Eyak Corporation.

This is a very sensitive issue. \As shareholders of a Native corporation, there are .
laws that should protect us. It is up to the shareholders to exercise our rights to
protect our assets, our land and our future. These internal issues are being actively
addressed by shareholders. -Such issues can and will be resolved and, when needed,
corrected with time by the shareholders with the assistance of their legal

counsel.

6.  How the Trustees Can Help the Eyak People - -— -
The Trustees can create a means to protect the Rainforests and halt the clearcutting
practices in Prince William Sound. Cultural restoration cannot be separated {from
environmental restoration. True healing may begin only with our Rainforests

intact and preserved.

Last but not least, the Eyak people have supported the negotiations and have stood by the
Trustees hoping that your efforts would help solve the turmoil in the Eyak Rainforest. We
would like to point out, however, that literally thousands of acres of our Rainforest have been
sacrificed since the negotiations started. Government has allowed "emergency conveyances" to
the Eyak Corporation to clearcut parts of the Rainforest: these areas are now beyond recognition.

We strongly hope our ancestral lands of the Alaganik region near the Copper River Highway was
our last sacrifice. That particular clearcut conveyance will scar our hearts for generations to

come.

The Trustees have a chance to amend history right now. Your efforts will not go unnoticed. By
protecting our Rainforest you protect our people. Without our Rainforests we too will cease to

exist.

In spirit and friendship,

g@mg D Gl G
une Lankard
Eyak Tribal Spokesperson

c  Trustee Council Members ..
Eyak Corporation Board of Directors
Sherstone Board of Directors
Mead Treadwell




369 S. FrankuN STreet, Sume 200

WILDERNESS, ADVENTURE, AND CULTURAL TOURS JUNEAU, Ataska 99801
FOR THE INDEPENDENT TRAVELLER SEEKING QUALTTY,
KNOWLEDGE, AND THE UNUSUAL IN ALASKA'S (907) 463-3466

RAINFOREST.

Fax (907) 463-4453

September 6, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director

Exxon Valdez Settlement Trustee Council
645 "G" Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers:

Alaska Rainforest Tours is a central tour booking and trip planning service specializing in
wilderness and wildlife watching experiences using local owner/operated tour businesses.
We work with over 100 independent tour operators, lodge owners, charter skippers and
B&B owners throughout the state on a regular basis. As the wilderness tourism industry
continues to grow (which it will--Alaska is one of the premier wilderness destinations in
an evershrinking world) demand for more pristine bays, coves, valleys and mountains will
grow as well. This past year we saw a significant increase in the number of people
specifically wanting to visit the Kodiak area to see wildlife (bears, sea otters and sea birds
especially). With careful protection and stewardship we can protect fishery and wildlife
habitat, forest diversity and provide jobs for many generations to come.

I thank the Trustees for their efforts in protecting areas to date and urge the Trustees to
purchase all of North Afognak Island (I understand that your study rated this area as
having the highest biological priority in the study area) and all of the Eyak timber rights
in the Cordova area.

Thank your for your consideration.

Sincerly, : | ooT L1gesd

Partner

P.S. Would you please see that my letter is copied to the Council Members.

{; Recycled
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
TRUSTEE COUNOIL

Susan M. Means
11940 Circle Drive
Anchorage, AK 99516
(907) 276-4408 (day)
May 11, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director
EVOS Trustee Council

645 "G" Street, 4th Floor
Anchorage, AK 99501

|
"

Dear Mr. Ayers:

I want to thank you for the role you have played in the tentative agreement worked
out with the Eyak Corporation to have the Exxon Valdez oil spill Trustee Council buy part
of the Orca Narrows timber. I do want to ask, however, that efforts continue to ensure that
all of Eyak’s timber rights are purchased--especially the timber rights in critical areas like
Rude River, Simpson Bay, Sheep Bay, and Port Gravina. Please make sure that ADEC
Commissioner John Sandor understands that Cordovans and many other Alaskans want a

- comprehensive deal that will allow tourism development and commercial fishing for the

long-term. Commissioner Sandor’s current approach would leave much of this land open

- for clear-cut logging, fragmenting this valuable ecosystem and damaging its long-term

potential for sustained tourism and recreation use as well as other resource-dependent
purposes. That would be a ternble mistake.

o

Again, I appreciate the vision you have shown in working towards a vxable agreement
on this, and thank you for the hard work that’s gone into it.

Sincerely,

)JMNA%M

Susan M. Means
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Sierra Club

Alaska Field Office | ‘
241 E: Fifth Avenue, Suite 205, Ancho;age, Alaska 99501

o '907) 276-4048 FAX (907) 258-6807

1

-May 27, 1994

Members of the Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council:

James A. Wolfe Bruce M. Botelho/Craig Tillery
Director, Engineering & Aviation Attorney Ceneral/Trustee Rep.
U.S. Forest Sexrvice Alaska Dept. of Law

- George ‘T. Frampton, Jr. .Steven Pennoyer

.Assistant Secretary ‘Director, Alaska Region

U.S. Department of Interior Nat. Marine Fisheries Service
. Carl L. Rosgier John A, Sandor

Commigsioner Commissioner

+Alagka Dept. of Fish & Game Alaska Dept. of Conservation
Gentlemen:

On behalf of the Sierra Club, and as Environmental Representative
on the Public Advisory Group, I would like to extend my sincere
thanks for your efforts towards restoration of oil spill injured
- regources through purchase of commercial timber rights from the
Eyak and Sherstone Corporatlons We applaud your resolution of
May 3 to purchase a general moratorium on commercial logging and
related road building until March 1, 1995, along with commercial
1ogglng rights in perpetuity .on 2,052 acres. We understand that
it  has been a difficult and time consuming process for all of
you; for your staff, and for the representatives of the Eyak and
Sherstone Corporations to come to this agreement. We greatly
~appreciate your dedication.

It is of the utmost 1mportance for restoration of the Prince
William Sound ecosystem and for well-being of the community of
Cordova that the Trusteé Council and the Eyak and Sherstone
Corporatlons reach an agreegment for perpetual and comprehensive
~protectlon of Eyak and Sherstone’s forest. 3 comprehensive
- protection package must . include all of sheep Bay, Simpson Bay,
Nelson Bay, the Rude River- draznage, and any parcels which mlght
be selected but not yet conveyed in this area. This forest is
" prime wildlife habitat for many species and is vital to the
‘overall ecosystem health. It would be a tragic error to acquire
only small parcels in a piecemeal fashion, when comprehensive
protection of the Eyak area: is possible.

/) Sincerely, " Post-it™ Fax Note 7671 [Date 5-29-9% [5&8&0 \ ]
WQ%M T Syen {\"éf’” From % %M
- Pamela Brodie Co0%t oS Teuske LA™ Gonan Al
Agsociate Alaska Representative ..PmM#qo7__5gg-71339m“"q07 274~ 104
Fax # _ 5’8@”’7;3“’) Fax # zS K. GSO?




Kay & Mike Adams

Y

P.O. Box 961 Cordova, Alaska 99574 (907) 424-5160
" September 16, 1994 e
. . . SRA
Jim Ayers, Executive Director & 4
EVOS Trustees SEP 191334
645 G Street J
Anchorage, AK 99501 : "“":’i ,f%&é“; 0{2};}{\8?&

Re: Eyak land buybacks

The final decision for buying back Eyak lands slated for future loggings is
drawing near. At this time I would again like to encourage you to work towards a
positive settlement - for the Eyak Corporation and its shareholders, the potential ;
tourism industry in Cordova and for Cordova residents who are not shareholders
and our children.

As a lifelong resident of Cordova, commercial fisherman and business
owner; I feel that continued clearcutting would adversely affect our livelihood as
well as the quality of life we share now.

I would like to see the ecosystem remain intact, the salmon streams protected
and the aesthetic beauty unchanged. I am proud of Cordova and would like to be
‘)le to reflect that to my family, my friends and Cordova's visitors. Please try to
% polve the differences that block a buyback Piecemeal purchases would not bring

as any closer to our vision and that vision includes trees and a healthy ecosystem.
Please do your best to preserve the rainforests of Prince William Sound!

Thank you,

(Ldones”

Kay Adams




: Kay & Mike Adams

P.O. Box 961 Cordova, Alaska 99574 (907) 424-5160 .
-
May 20, 1994 .
, SRRV

Jim Ayers, Executive Director D E@EHV@
EVOS Trustees Council
645 G Street , MAY 2 3.1334 ,
Anchorage, AK 99501 '

\ ' EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
Good Afternoon, _ TRUSTEE COUHCIL

I would like to take this opportumty t express my relief that the EVOS Trustees council
finally was able to purchase a parcel of Eyak lands on Hawkins Island. This is a positive step
towards healmg the residents of Cordova, whom still feel greatly impacted by the 1989 oil spill.

It is my hope that you will continue negotiations in order to buyback parcels in the Eyak
Lake and River areas, Power Creek, Simpson Bay and on into Prince William Sound.
Cordova's goals for the future include tourism development. These areas need to remain
intact if they are to be aesthetically pleasing to tourists, and we locals want to be proud to show
off our home and favorite recreational sites. A comprehensive buyback plan is essential, a
piecemeal approach, although somewhat encouraging, will not allow us to accomplish our long
term goals.

Thanks for your patience and persistence with this matter, please continue the positive
}eps you have made.

Sincerely,

Koy Qi

Kay Adams

P.S. Please make a copy of this letter for all of the trustees.




: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
Restoration Office
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

May 3, 1994

Larry and Judy Lietzau
P.0. Box 2195
Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mr. & Mrs. Lietzau:

Thank you for your letter regarding Eyak lands. We are in discussions with Eyak and hope to
work out an arrangement that would protect habitat areas within the Eyak lands. Your

comments and others of the public are taken very seriously by the Council and appreciated.

Sincerely,

James R. Ayers
Executive Director

JRA/mir

cc:  Trustee Council Members:
Michael A. Barton, USFS
Bruce Botelho/Craig Tillery, Department of Law
Paul Gates/George T. Frampton, Jr., Department of the Interior
Steve Pennoyer, NOAA
Carl L. Rosier, Department of Fish & Game
John A. Sandor, Department of Environmental Conservation

Trustee Agencies
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation
United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior




May 11, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director

EVOS Trustee Council Restoration Team
645 G Street, Fourth Floor

Anchorage AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers,

We thank the Trustees for funding the 2,000 acre purchase of Eyak
Corporation lands in Orca Inlet. This is a good step toward healing
the hearts and souls of those who were impacted by the oil spill in
the Cordova area.

We would like to urge you to continue the deliberations to work out
additional buybacks for the Eyak Lake and River and Power Creek
parcels as well as the remainder of the parcels in Simpson Bay and
into the Sound. To keep this area intact so that we may develop
future tourism activites is important.

Again, thank you for all the work that you and the Trustees have
done so far toward this end.

Sincerely,

Larry and Judy Lietzau
PO Box 2195
Cordova AK 99574

424-7273

Copy to The EVOS Trustees, please.




F/V Belen-C
- Joe and Belen Cook, Jr.

_ P.0O. Box 215
\ Cordova, Alaska 99574
- Phone (907) 424-3507

EI/OS TrusTee Council
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FROM : PAUL L. SWARTZBART PHONE NO. : 907 424 3421 PO1

Paul Swartzbart
Box 233

Cordova, Alaska 838574
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- Cordova District Fishermen Unite

RP.O. Box €
Cordova, Alaska 895
(807) 424-3447 FAX (907) 424-34

May 4, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director “
EVOS Trustee Council

645 G Street, 4th Floor .
Anchorage, AK 99501 s e

Dear Mt Ayers:

On behalf of the commercial fishermen and fisherwomen who comprise Cordova District t Fishermen United, thank
you for facilitating the recent agreement with the Eyak Corporanon for the purchase of Orca Narrows and the
moratorium.

CDFU supports these negotiations between the Trustees and Eyak Corporation. We hope that, through these
efforts, additional ¢ritical habitat areas (such as Rude River, Simpson Bay, Sheep Bay and Port Gravina) may
also be protected into perpetuity. Our mission is to preserve, promote and perpetuate commercial fishing in Pdnce
william Sound and on the Copper River Flats. . Your actions on this important initiative will help us achieve our
mission and safeguard our members' ability to make a living.

_ Please pass a copy of this letter to all of the Trustees and thank you again for your hard work.

Sincerely,
CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED

D o A"

Dorne Hawxhurst, Executive Director




ALASKA WILDERNESS 97 835 5679 ) P.o1

"Alaska
Wilderness

P.O. Box 1353

Recreation,& Valdez, AK 99686
ournsp‘x . Phone: 907-835-4300
. Association Fax: 907.835.5679
Sustamabdle recreation and (ourtsm for 8 quality futurs '
Jim Ayers . May 4, 1994
EVOS Trustee Council
645 “G: Street, 4th Fl. N

Anchorage, AK 99501
Dear Mr. Ayers:

on behalf of the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourism Association, I
would like to thank you for your efforts in working with the Evak Corpo-
ration to reach a mutually acceptable arrangement for purchasing part of
Orca Narrows and establishing a moratorium to enable the Trustees and
Eyak to continue negotiations.

Throughout the oil spill, the tourism industry has been the invisible
industry. Because of poor baseline information on recreation and tourism
uses in the Sound and for other reasons, inadequate damage assessment
studies were done for recreation and tourism. This does not mean that
tourism businesses did not suffer losses. Quite the contrary. A signifi-
cant portion of the public still seems to think that the Sound is oiled,
its beauty and wildlife destroyed.Some businesses have already gone out
of business. Others have suffered significant financial losses. Unfortu-
nately, tourism businesses have not been able to recover any of their
economic losses that resulted from the spill (Robbins Drydock rule).
Judge Holland has said that our losses will be compensated through the
Restoration process. Timber buybacks have become the only type of com-
pensation available to the natural resource dependent tourism industry.

It is very important to our members that all the timber rights be pur-
chased in the following areas: Orca Narrows, Rude River, Simpson Bay,
Sheep Bay, and Port Gravina. As you know from your own experience in the
Sound, scattered clearcuts would destroy the visual quality of these
areas and reduce wildlife watching opportunities.

Thank you again for your own efforts and those of the Trustees to help
the Sound and the business community dependent upon its resources to
recover.

Sincerely,

-

Nancy R. Lethcoe

Primiod o0 rocyviod paper
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ﬂ April 28, 1994

Jim Ayers

EVOS Trustee Council
645 G Street, 4th Floor
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers:

As a long time Cordova resident, { would [ike to support any attempts to preserve our old
growth forests. | hope the trustees will try and work out a deal to protect Eyak lands
from logging. It is about time that some of the settlement money be used for what it is
intended, the protection of the sound. _

Any kind of a deal that leaves the forest standing would be preferable to having a company
such as ITT Rayonier destraying the eco-system of the sound. The damage to our fisheries
by the oil spill is evident, and we do not need to add to it by letting [TT Rayonier continue
to destroy salmon streams in the sound as they have done elsewhere, Please censider the
dismal record of this company, and understand how urgent it is to work out adeal.

Please ditribute this letter to the other members of the trustee council. Thank you for
your work in protecting our sound.

Sigcerely,
) ot R_AXL

David Rosenthal

) P. O. Box 635
Cordova, Alaska 99574

cc. Geovenor Hickel
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To: Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Trustee Council
Restoration Office
645 G Street, Suite 402
Anchorage, AK 99374
PAX: 276-7178

From: Gary A. Lewils, City Manage
City of Cordova
Box 1210
Cordova, AK 99574

At the August 4th 1993 regular City Council meeting, the City
Council of Cordova rescinded Resolution 91-52 requesting that
habitat acquisition be given highest priority and substituted for
the position of the City of Cordova the following motion:

"Motion by Novak, seconded by Fisher to rescind Resolution
91-92 and direct Administration to communicate to the Trustees
Council and to the Eyak Board of Directors support for the
fisheries research and rehabilitation and the possibility of
an endowment fund and. debt retirement for hatcheries; and any
habitat buy-back be limited to the Power Creek, Eyak River and
Eyak Lake watershed areas. Voice vote~motion carried.
{(Councilmembers Andersen and Bird not voting due to conflict
of interest.)"

Also on August 4th, 1993 the Cordova City Council prepared and
passed the following proposed restoration alternative:

"Motion by Allison, Seconded by Novak to direct
Administration to includs the following allecations with
the letter to the Trustees Council:

Administrative & Public Information....... 4%
Fisheries Monitoring & Research........... 55%
General Restoration......viivecienenann ce. 6%
Habitat Acquisition............ ceceseseass 35%

Voice vote-motion carried. (Councilmembers Andersen and Bird
not voting due to conflict of interest.)
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September 14, 1993

Harry Noah, Commissioner
Department of Natural Resources
400 Willoughby Avenue

Juneau, AKX 99801

Dear Commissioner Noah:

I am writing on behalf of Sierra Club and Alaska Center for the:
Environment to urge you to lake immediate action to enforce the requirements of
Alaska's Forest Practices Act (FPA), We are concemned here with two
requirements of the FPA which the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is,
not impiementing and which appear to be violated regularly by timber operations
on private lands in Alagka.

The first requirement we ask vou to enforce is the explicit mandate of the
FPA that all harvested forest land in Alaska, including private lands, be managed
to result in 2 sustained yield of timber., AS 41.17.060(b)(4). The second is the
requirement that timber harvesting on private lands be conducted to "prorect,
maintain, and enhance wildlife habitat . . .." AS 41.17.910(a).

We are particularly concemed that you take action to enforce these
mandates of the FPA for logging operations proposed or underway in Prince
William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska, including those at Orca Narrows, Fish
Bay, and Patton Bay. Given the signiﬁcanca of the resources at stake in these
areas and the present threat posed by operations not in compliance with the I PA
these issues require your immediate attention.

1. Sustained Yield Requirement

The FPA unambiguously imposes an obligation on all commercial timbef
operations to conduct harvest on a sustained yield basis. Alaska Stalute
41.17.060(b)(4) provides: '

[Tlo the fullest extent practicable, harvested forest land shall be
reforested, naturally or artificially, so as W@M of
mercha.ntnble timber from that land .

(emphasis added).
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The FPA defines sustained yield to mean

the achievement and maintenance in perpetuity of a high level annual or regular
~ periodic output of [renewable resources] . . ., but does not require that tirber be
harvested in a non-declining yicld besis over a rotation period.

AS 41,17.950(17). This obligation to maintain a high level annual or regular periodic output
of timber in perpetuity applies to private land as well as public. AS 41.17.060(b).

The requirerment to manage private forested Jand for sustained yield harvest, plain on the
face of the statute, is also clearly evident in the legislative history of the FPA. The sustained:
yield requirement has its roots in the original Forest Practices Act introduced as SB 59 by
Governor Hammond in 1977 and again in 1978. In his transmittal letter, the Governor stated one
of the major overall goals of the new law to be sustained yield management: '

It i3 especially critical that timber supplies and other renewable resources be
maintained and available in perpetuity to protect the longevity and insure the
stability of the forest products industry.

Letter from Governor Jay S. Hammond to John Rader, President of the Senate, Senate Joumnal,
p. 657-58 (April 6, 1978) (hereinafter Transmittal Letter). The Governor’s specific description
of the intent of the sustained yield provision, section 41.17.040(b)(1) in his bill, ties reforestation:
requirements directly to the sustained yield obligation: :

Paragraph (1) recognizes the importance of determining the reforestation capacity
of land before timber harvesting. The determination is to bc made by the
government. This standard is not intended to mandate a non-declining yield type
of management, but it does reflect the paramount state interest in having all furest
land (unless legitimately converted to another us¢) continue to produce
merchantable timber over the long term.

Transmittal Letter at 663.

The most unambiguous statement of the applicability of the sustained yield requirement
(v private lands is found in the Governor’s explanation of the vperations to which the FPA would.
not apply. Like the FPA today, the Governor’s bill allowed DNR to exempt from the Act’s
coverage those small-scale operations which were of "little significance with respect to the.
purposes of this chapter.” Seg SSSB 59, $ 41.17.030(c)(1)., The Governor cxplained that this
mcant DNR could exempt such operations "if they are not capuble of being manaped as a
sustained yield forest unit.” Transmittal Letter at 662. Thus, the Governor clearly intended that
all private commercial timber operations would be subject to the sustained yield requirement,-
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except for those that were truly minor and insignificant and were, therefore, exempt from the
FPA altogether,

. This fundamnental sustained yield requirement remained a part of the bill as it was
considered, amended, and eventually passed by the legislature. The Scnate Finance Committes
revised portions of the section, but if anything the committee strengthened the language requiring
sustained yield management. The Govemor's version of the section had limited timber
harvesting "to areas where data and information demonstrate that natural or artificial
reforestation techniques will result in the production of a sustained yield of merchantable timber
from that area.” The committee strengthened the language to require harvested forest land ba
reforested “so as to result in a sustained yield of merchantable timber., "

Similarly, the committee revised the definition of sustained yield to clarify that the law
would not require harvest on a non-declining yield basis over the rotation, but in doing so it
merely codified what the Governor stated was his intent. Compare CS SSSB 59 (Finance),
§ 41.17.950(13) with Teansmittal Letter at 663. As the Alaska Supreme Court has recognized,
this amendment did not affect the overall requirement to produce a high-level annual or regular
periodic harvest in perpetuity--in other words, to practice sustained yield timber harvest, Sga

Southeast. Alaska Censervation Council, Inc. v, State, 665 P.2d 544, n.12 (Alaska 1983).

At no point in the legislative hlstory is there &n indication that the legislature intended
to modify the basic sustained yield requirement of the FPA as introduced by the Governor. Ta
the contrary, itis apparent that the legislature wholeheartedly endorsed the Governor's intent that
all land public and private, be managed under the principle of sustained yield.

We are concemned that much, if not all, of the significant commercial timber harvest now
occurring or proposed for lands is Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska does not meet
this fundamental requirement of the FPA. It is our understanding that many of the current or
propose! operations are designed to log all ar most of the commercially viable timber within any
given area in a relatively short period of ime. [n some cases this harvest may be completed in
as little as five years. In an area where regeneration of a harvestable stand may take more than
100 years, this is not sustained yield management under any definition. In fact, it flies in the
face of the whole intent of the FPA.

- We urge you to take immediate action to address this issue. As a part of its review and:
approval of plans of operations, DNR is required to ensure that the sustained yield requirement
will be met by private imber operations. AS 41.17.090. We request that you conduct a review.
of all current timber operations and require operators to submit information or plans which
demonstrate that timber harvesting will be conducted on a sustained yield basis. Where
operations pose a significant threat to important resources, we request that you issue a stop work
order pursuant t0 AS 41.17.138 until such a showing can he made. Any operations which
cannot demonstrate that harvesting will be conducted on g sustained yield basis must not be
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approved and cannot proceed. We also reguest that you conduct a similar review for all
proposed and future operations. ,

2. Wildlife Protection Requiremens

The FPA also itnposes an obligation on DNR, in cooperation with landowners and timber
owners, to maximize protection of wildlife habitat. Alaska Statute 41,17.910 provides:

The . . . commissioner shall work cooperatively with private forest landowners
and timber owners to protect, maintain, and enhance wildlife habitat to the
maximum ¢xtent practicable, consistent with the interests of the owners in the use
of their timber resources.

AS 41.17.910(a). Before DNR can approve a forest plan of operations for timber harvest on
private land, therefere, it must determine that to the maximum extent practicable, all possible
steps have bcen taken to protect, maintain, and enhance wildlife habitat,

In order for DNR to make a reasonable decision that this requirement is satisfied by any
particular operation, DNR must (1) assess the impacts of the operation on wildlife habitat,
(2) evaluate alternatives to the proposed harvest plan that would more effectively protect,
maintain, or enhance wildlife habitat, (3) and work cooperatively with the landowner or timber
owner to madify the loggmg plan as appropriate to fulfill the mandate to maximize wildlife
protection. Of course in order for DNR to carry out these obligations, it must receive from the
operator, or develop through its own analysis, all information necessary to assess the impacts
to wildlife habitat from any proposed operation. Without this information, the department
cannot fulfilf its obligation to review plans and operations for consistency with the provisions
of the Act. All of these steps must be completed before DNR can determine an operation
complics with "the policies and provisions® of the FPA as required by AS 41.17.090.

To the hest of our knowledge, the department is not requiring private forest landowners.
to meet this requirement for wildlife habitat protection. DNR does not appear to require
operators to supply adequate information about the potential impacts of operations on wildlife
habitat, nor is there any procedure as far as we are aware for enguring that such impacts are
assessed, that alternatives are considered, or for working with timber operators to revise plans
to address wildlife needs. ~

We request that you conduct a review of current operations to ensure compliance with
this requirement of the FPA and that you issue stop work orders pursuant to AS 41.17.138 as
necessary to prevent irreversible harm to wildlifc habitat. We also request that you take steps;
to insure that all future imber operations on private land comply with the statute's requxrcmcnts
to maximize protection of wildlife habitat.
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{f the department fails to take appropriate steps to remedy this situation, our clients wﬂi
be forced to consider legal action. As you know, the FPA specifically authorizes suits agams;
DNR for a constitutional violation or 2 systematic course of conduct. AS 41.17.143. DNR's
failure to enforce the sustained yield and wildlife requirements of the Forest Practices Act
constitutes both a systematic course of conduct and a violation of article VIII, sections 2, 3, and
4 of the Alaska Constitution.

Moreover, in Alaska, citizens injured by violations of state laws may initiate private
actions apainst persons violating those laws. We believe ongoing and proposed operations in
Prince William Sound and the Gulf of Alaska may violate the Act's sustained yield and wildlift
requirements, causing injury to our clients. Sierra Club, Alaska Center for the Environment and
other groups have standing to bring a private suit against any such operators or owners dxrecuy,
in order to enjoin continued violations of the Act. State v. Weidner, 684 P.2d 103, 109-10
(Alaska 1984) (private citizen had standing to enforce municipal ordinance through declamtcry
and injunctive relief). Cf, Morris v, City of Soldotna, 553 P.2d 474, 477 (Alaska 1976) (private
cause of action not available to plaintiff seecking money damages). ‘

Of course, we hope that legal actions will not be necessary and that DNR will take the
steps necessary to enforce the requirements of the Forest Practices Act, We would welcome the
opportunity to discuss these issues further with you and we look forward to your response.

Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.

Sincerely yours,

(oo

Eric Jorgensen
Managing Attorney

EJ:1d
cc:  Charles Cole, Alaska Attorney General
Carl Rosicr, Commissianer, Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game
State Forester, Alaska Dept. of Natural Resources
John Sandor, Commissioner, Alaska Dept. of Environmental Conservation
Eyak Corporation
Chugach Alaska, Inc.
Tatitlek
Koncor Forest Products
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09:35 907 276 7178 _EY

April 28, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director |
EVOS Trustee Council Restoration Teamn
645 G Street, Fourth Floor

Anchorage AK 99501

Dear Mr. Ayers, .

" We thank the Trustees for funding the SEA program through the

PWS Science Center recently, but we are stll concerned about the
Iack of an agreement with the Eyak Corporation over buying back the
timber rights of the lands they have offered. |

If ITT Rayonier is allowed to start clearcutting as proposed, Cordova
is doomed as a tourist attraction, our anadranormous streams will be
contaminated with slash and debris, thereby ruining the fishing
industry, and the short-term economic gains will not be staying in
the community as these loggers are not local people-but have come
from other states where sustainable harvesting was not practiced.

Please distribute this letter to the Trustees so that they can see that
we, residents of Cordova, do not want to be exposed to this type of
environmental disaster.

Thank you,

S,y P

PO Box 2195
Cordova AK 99574
424-7273

Copy to The EVOS Trustees, please.
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© (807) 4861514
FAX (907) 486+1540

"RO: Box 797 -
: Kotzebue Alaska 89752 -
R (907)442 3063 z

PO. Box1329
Petersburg Alaska 99833
*, .M907) 772-3381 :
F!{j(%ﬂ,ﬂ.ﬂsz

1297 Sewerd Avenue ‘
. Stka: Aliiska 99835
(907; 247- 3088

(".,L. . o

May 26, 1994

Jim Ayers, Executive Director
EVOS Trustee Council
645 G Street, 4th Floor
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Jim:

| just wanted to offer a brief but very genuine bit of
appreciation for the recent progress made by the Trustee
Council on the Eyak Habitat Acquisition negotiations. |
know this has been a complex and difficult endeavor for all
involved and the Council is to be commended for their ‘
continued resolve to come to closure on a truly
comprehensive acquisition protection deal for Eyak lands.
People in the spill region can now glimpse the light at the
end of the spilled long tunnel.

Once you have closed the Eyak deal and the other deals in
your comprehensive acquisition package, and have
mapped out a focused monitoring and research program,
and when the private litigation is resolved, folks in the
region will then and only then be able to return to lives with
some semblance of normalcy.

The Council’s many years ot planning and hard work are
about to pay off in a huge way, and rest assured it will not
go unnoticed. Thanks. Have an enjoyable Memorial Day
weekend.

Sincerely,

Rick Steiner, Associate& Protessor
Marine Advisory Program, Cordova

rs:bhm

UniversiTy oF ALaska Farreanks
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Bk Comptustts

1 - Kay & Mike Adams

2 - Eyak Traditional Elders Council
3 - Larry & Judy Lietzau
4 - Susan M. Means

5 - Joe & Belen Cook, Jr.
6 - Linden O'Toole

7 - Paul Swartzbart

8 - Dorne Hawxhurst

9 - Nancy Lethcoe

10 - Tim Bowmen

11 - Mitch Nowidei

12 - Ed Bilderback

13 - Carol Mack

13 - Nancy Bird

14 - David Rosenthal
15 - Anita Smyke
16 - Ralph Lohsé
17 - Paul Swartzbart

18 - Karl Becker, Nancy Bird
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May 23, 1994

: EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL
Mr. Jim Ayers : : p
Ms. MollyyMcCammon , TRUSTEE COUNCIL
Exxon Valdez Trustees.
01l spill Trustee Council
G45 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska i;;o
Y ézc -
Dear Mr. Ayegzﬂgﬁd Ms. Mdcammon:
Has anyone stopped to say thank you? On behalf of the citizens of

Cordova plocase accept our profound appreciation for your work on
behalf of the SFA plan.

I know that you both put in long hours, and tolerated many abuses
over that. We are optimistic that it will produce data that can
help us determine what is wrong with the Scund. From there...how
can we f£ix it? '

Jim, when can we schedule a trip down here for you? I am
comfortable knowing that you two are finally bringing some sensa
into the Trustee process.

Kind personal regards to you both.

802 Railroad Avenue P.O.Box 1210 Cordova, Alaska 99574 Telephone (807) 4248200 Fax (907) 424-6000
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Goose Cove Lodg “%

Box 325
Cordova, Alaska 99574
(907) 424-5111

May 20, 1994

Governor Walter Hickel
Office of the Governor

PO Box 11001

Juneau, Alaska 99811-0001

Dear Governor Hickel:

I'm very concerned about the Eyak Lands Settlement Deal with the Trustees. | hope
you can help settle this right away. Around Cordova, we lost so much of our state and
federal recreational lands with the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. And one of
. the areas being considered for deletion from this deal with the Eyak Corporation is
¢ ) Simpson Bay. That place is the jewel of Prince William Sound. It's an easy boat ride
from Cordova and is heavily used for sport fishing and recreation. It's so beautitul--
and ioggmg there would really ruin it for recreation and tourism.

I'm also very concerned about fish habitat. The only chance our sport, subsistence
and commercial fisheries have for recovery from the spill is by protecting tish habitat. |
really commend your efforts in this regard. Thanks so much!

As you know, Cordova has been hard hit economically by fisheries problems in the
Sound. Many of our best friends fish and they and their families are very concerned
about making it through this next winter; as well as lasing their boats, houses, and their
entire investment in the fisheries. This proposal to buy up Eyak lands has
tremendous local support because people realize it is the best thing we can do to help
our fisheries aver the long term--and because Cordova may need tourism and sport
fishing to help it survive until the commercial fisheries return. As a lodge owner, | know
that tourists really like the wilderness aspects of Alaska, Its spectacular views of
virtually untouched forested mountains, glaciers, and the sea. Our area on a sunny
day is incrediblel Thanks again for your help in keeping our economic alternatives
open.

Sincerely.

lle Mickelson

cc: Jim Ayers, Executive Director, Trustee Council
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TO: EVOS Trustees Council
FR: Rick Steiner, Cordova e
RE: Page 2 : Thursday, January 27, 1994 The Cordova Times
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BySoren Waerth
The Cordova Times -

' The Eyak Corp. told its sharcholders zhat its timber
company will resume clear-cutting coastal rainforest nedr

- Orea’Namows this spring under a threc-year logging plan
in which'45 million baard fect of timber is expected to -

genarate about $30 miliion in revenue, according 1o mem-
bers of the Mative corporation.

During two rccent informational mestings, share-
holders said board members told them the money
earned from the clear-cuts would be énough 1o pay off
Iopggiig contraciar Sound Development and other cor-
porate debls, while giving a total of $5 million te Eyak
Corp.’s members, said Glen“Dune™ Lankard, a share-
holder and spokesman for the Eyak Traditional Eldcm

Eyak to resume Iogglng this sph'hg

slope’s baard and the manapment are working toward
that end,” Brian Lettich, the cm‘pomlmu s gencral man-
ager, said in early January.

Last September, Sound Developimicnt laid off near-

- ly all of its employecs after Eyak Corp. officials |} :
announced Sherstone Iac., the corporation’s subsidiary | :

and timber owner, was so financially s&appcd :; was
considering bankriptcy as an option.

Sound Developiment recently sued Shcls(onc chun}»
ing, among other things, a breach of contract.

Lettich said, by logging, the l:wporahcm is sefking
4 return for its sharcholders.

“The only reason they are going ahead is to make
a profit,” Lettich said. “Otherwise they would've had
to shut down.”

Last year, Sound Devclopment cut down 14 million

-
<

Council. . board feet from forests ncar Cordova, president and . 2
“The did not have an altemaie plan for logging, their ~ gwner Perry Beocher said in September, C
best case.scenario 1s that they might break even,” - Yohn Johnson, the chairman of Eyak Corp.’s board
{ankard said. Lankard also said he preseated flip charts . of directors, reforred specific questions on Sherstone's
{ with several Blank spaces to iry to sorf out the finan-  logging plan o Shc.rsl.onc
cial position of his corporation. Sherttana’-1 - [
“I'm sure (Eyak Cocp.'s fiph=- ~- -
[ 1A [LLXLJ\L—O -
Gentlemen, (/Q
When all is said and dol oS “Z"L paeL)
is when all the scienti] ‘
nice and neat on some ol @Q Y o Y
bureaucrats and univers: D 4 elecas :
is without guestion that LLA4/£L r e 2
southeastern PWS will be WL ‘-"’g w

tragic mistake that you,
by the spill, ever made.

,‘gwl&o | H oo
c L»i? I
‘“&Q Wwﬁ'

but it is 2 &Wv\ L? V\?/ =

The blame will ke placed
with all three State Trul
Department of Interior. fit
you know that. I am trul
condemnation,
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EVOS Trustess Council

FR: Rick Steiner, Cordova

Page_é : Thursday, January 27, 1934 ‘Fhe Cordova Times T

X FS . ; P T - - SRR i_.‘:
Eyak to resume logging this spring |
ﬁy‘ Saren Waerth ' sionefs baard and the managment are working toward
Tiie Cordova Trnas that end,” Brian Letttch, the cotpomﬁqp‘s gencral man-

" The Eyak Corp. told its sharcholders that its timber
company will resume clear-cutting coastal rainforest near
- Orea'Namows.this spring under a threc-year logging plan

in which'45 millton board feet of timber is expected to -

generate about $30 million in revenue, according to mem-
bers of the Native corpomation.

During two recent informational mestings, share-
holders said board members told them the money
carnied fropy the cleas-cuts would be enough to pay off
logging contracior Sound Development and other cor-
porate debls, while giving 2 total of 35 milfior to Eyak
Corp."s mgmibers, said Glen“Dune” Lankard, ashare-
holder and spokesman for the Byak Traditional Elders
Council. -

“Tho did not have an altemaie plan for logging, their
best case scenario is that they might break even,”

Lankzed said. Lankard 2fso said he preseated flip chartg -

with several Blank spaces to iy w sorf out the finan-
cizl pusition of his corporation.
“I'm sure (Eyak Cop.'s fimber contractor) Sher-

ager, said in earfy January.
- Last September. Sound Developiment 1aid off near-

- Iy ali of its cmployecs after Eyak Corp. officials I} :
announced Sherstone Inc., the.corporation”s subsidiafy 3 :

and timber owner, was so financially strapped, it was
eonsidering bankrptcy as an option. S

Sound Devclopment recently sued Sherstone claim-
ing, among other things, a breach of contract. :

Letiich said, by Iogging, the corporation is sesking
4 return for its sharcholders. -

“The enly reason they are going ahcad is to make
a profit,” Lettich said. “Ontherwise they would've had
o shut down.”

Last year, Sound Development cut down 14 miliibn ‘

board feet from forests ncar Cordova, president an

owner Perry Beecher said in September, -
- Yohn Johnson, the chairman of Eyak Corp.’s board
of dirtctors, reforred specific questions or Sherstone’s
logging plan t¢ Sherstone.
Sherstone’s board president Luke Borer said he had

no comrient. :

Gantlemen,

When all is said and done with the EVOS Restoration process, that

is when all the scientific publications have been tucked away all
nice and neat on some obscure library shelf, and career oil spill
bureaucrats and university professors have long since retired, it

is without guestion that the clearcutting of the coastal forests of
southeastern PWS will be looked at as the most avoidable, and thus
tragic mistake that you, as trustees of +he natural resources damaged
by the spill, ever made. That's gquite a legacy.

The blame will be placed by historians squarely where 1t lies -
with all three State Trustees, and, surprisingly, with the U.S.
Department of Interior.for gueering thEA@ﬂal, and I think all of
you know that. I am truly sorry for having to make such a
condemnation, but it is really time for some utterly canﬁld honesty -



EVCS Trustees Councill
Page 2.

Our goal for habitat acquisition/oil spill restoration has never
been,. should never be, will never. be to put Native Corporations out
of the business of susﬁaxnably developing their land.

When it got down to the fine print in your negotliations with Eyak,
that is virtually what you had demanded. Our vision. —that is those
many ©of us that live here, work here, subsist here, and sleep here -
was and is to use restoration money to help. the village corporations
redirect their very legitimate economic development efforts from
the quick-and-easy short-term focus that we are so used to, to the
long-term, sustainable development dream we aspire toward.

There are easy ways ta deal with the public access issue, the issue
of specific restrictions in the heads of the bays, and to provide
for shareholder land use requirements, and all of you know it.

If you had wanted the deal, it was thereiforitthe making. .

Most people in PWS have no real problem with you buving a bunch of
rocks, grass, and alder thickets on Kodiak - those areas are
certainly worth protecting too. But for that to take - S
precedent over the protection of the last remaining refuge of

the northern margin of ccastal temporate rainforest, without
question one of the most threatened ecosystem types in the world,
iz obviously absurd. ‘

T guess I have nothing else to say on this, except that I think
there still might he a deal to be had here, i1f you get rlqht on it.

Sleep well.
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Dave Chbbons ~June 15, 1993
Exxon Valdez Restoration Office

645 QG Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Qreetings:

Here is a copy of a letter as sent Bruce Van Zeé of the Forest Service. I
thought that you would find this information useful.

Any questions, feel free to call.

Stephen Bodnar
box 2262
Cordova, AK 99574

(907) 424 5427




Bruce Van Zee : ‘ June 15, 1993
USDA Forest Service E

200 East 9th Ave. .

‘Anchorage, AK 99501

_Sir:

It has come to my attention that during negotiations on possible habitat
acquisisitions of Eyak Lands, the figure of 60 to 90 years as a timber
rotation cycle was mentioned for this area. This is highly unrealistic; the
figure is closer to at least 150 years, and this may be generous at best, as I
will explain.

In October of 1991 and in response to the large scale clearcutting taking
place on Eyak lands, information on forest regeneration in this area was
sought. Naturally, since Chugach National Forest has had a timber
production program for some years, the Cordova Ranger District Office was
approached, and inquiries made as to possible forest regeneration after
large scale timber operations. We were amazed and very disturbed to find
that precious little such information was available; very few studies had
been done in spite of the long history of such operations.

To make a long story short, we borrowed an increment borer and went out
to a few of the old railroad cuts dating from the early 1900's and began a
study of our own. In my case, this has lead to a formal study of forest
regeneration after disturbance (both natural and man-made) in the Cordova
area (including the western Copper River Delta and Eastern Prince William
Sound). At present, I have 15 permanent study sites located in the National
Forest, from the Saddlebag Glacier area in the east to Port Etches in the
west, and to St, Matthews Bay to the North. I'm being assisted by several
knowlegeable people in the Ranger District, as well as in the Pacific
Northwest Research Station. Expected completlon of this study is to be
mid-September

Please look at the enclosed data set for further clarification. The North
Shore-Eyak Lake samples were taken from three plots near the head of the
Crater Lake Trail. This was logged about 1905. Measurements were taken
with a Relaskop, using variable plot methods and a BAF 20 (basal area-
factor). The Old Growth sample was taken in the same area, and is simply
a measurement of the old stumps in a 1 square chain (66’ x 66’) area. Note
the average dbh (diameter at breast height) and total height
measurements. Eighty years of growth and this is not currently a
merchantable site. The old growth shows that this site was usable by
modern standards as it is similar to those that were found in the Cabin
Lake, Lake Elsner area. Many other such measurements have been taken;
I'm currently deriving taper, V-Bar, and volume per acre (stems per acre,
in the case of many second growths) but have included a few for purposes
of illustration-that the North Shore-Eyak Lake site in the norm, rather
than the exception.




Another issue of contention is the actual location of second- growth areas.
As a for instance: the rumor that all of Eyak Lake had been logged at the
-turn of the century. There is a grove of large diameter Sitka Spruce that is
bisected by Power Creek Road, and easily accessible. The largest of these .
trees measures about five foot diameter at the base, and is 140’ tall. A
variant of the International 1/4” Rule scales this tree out at about 4500
board ft. This gives this grove a density of about 21,000 board feet/acre. If
. one uses the growth rate of 14 annular rings per inch, found in the larger
diameter Sitka Spruce growing in the best growing sites, this tree is about
420 years old. Hardly second growth.

Sitka Spruce grows very quickly in certain locations as primary forest, such
as in the areas just released by the retreat of glaciers. Disturbances hasten
the process towards the climax forest of this region, which is
predominated by the slow-growing Western Hemlock. As both of these
species are at the very northern limit of their respective ranges, growth
and reforestation predictions can be highly unpredictable, as was
demonstrated at the old clearcut at mile 26 of the Copper River Highway.
This area was good quality Sitka Spruce, logged in 1969. There is
practically NO regeneration.

Again, it is unrealistic to consider a rotation rate of less thanl150 years, and
ludicrous to consider one shorter than 100 years.

Thanks for your time,

Stephen Bodnar
box 2262
Cordova, AK 99574
(907) 424 5427

CC's: Mike Barton, Regional Forester USDA Forest Service
Donna Nadell, Eyak Corporation
Dave Gibbons, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Office
Pam Brodie, Sierra Club
Alan Phipps, Alaska Coastal Rainforest Campaign
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A B C D ] E F
i sample * dbh total helight age species
2 |crater Lake 1 CL 1 7.0 39.0 ' W Hem
3 CL 4 10.5 29.0 W Hem
4 CL 7 11.1 50.0 W Hem
5 CL 8 8.3 55.0 W Hem
6 CL 9 9.9 55.0 W Hem
7 CL 10 9.9 23.0 91 SS
8 CL 11 15.6 78.0 W Hem
9 CL 12 15.3 45.0 W Hem
10 CL 13 10.2 54.0 W Hem
i1 CL 14 17.2 62.0 100 W Hem
12 '
13 averages 11.5 49.0 90% W Hem
14 ‘
15 |Crater Lake 2 CX 1 6.5 39.0 W Hem
16 CX 2 6.4 37.5 W Hem
17 CX 3 10.5 475 89 SS
18 CX 4 6.0 290 ‘ SS
19 CX S 9.9 51.5 W Hem
20 CX 6 12.7 53.0 SS
21 CX 8 12.4 55.0 229 W Hem
22 CX 9 16.2 23.0 W Hem
23 CX 10 24.4 78.0 W Hem
24 CX 11 9.7 45.0 W Hem
25 CX 12 23.2 54.0 W Hem
26
27 averages 12.5 46.6 73% W Hem
28
29 Crater iLake 3 CY 1 7.3 49.7 W Hem
30 Cy 2 10.5 32.2 W Hem
31 CY 3 8.6 22.7 W Hem
32 ; CY 4 9.9 22.7 W Hem
33 CYS 14.6 44.5 > W Hem
34 Cy 6 8.3 77.3 W Hem
35 cY 7 14.6 77.3 W Hem
36 Cy 8 10.5 41.2 W Hem
37 Cy 9 18.5 75.9 W Hem
38 CY 10 19.4 74.6 62 SS
39 CY 11 15.9 70.8 W Hem
40 i Cy 12 12.6 64.9 W Hem
41 CY 13 16.6 74.6 W Hem
42 CY 14 16.6 73.3 W Hem
43 CY 15 1i.6 58.4 W Hem
44 CcY 16 7.6 42.9 W Hem
45 CYy 17 10.3 54.4 W Hem
46 ...........................................................................
47 ‘averages 14.0 63.1 95% W Hem




A B C D
49 |01d -Growth ‘ .
50 sample * dbh specles
51 1 34.4 W Hem
52 2 16.2 W Hem °
53 3 19.1 W Hem
54 4 15.3 W Hem
55 5 22.9 SS
56 6 36.6 SS
57 7 41.4 SS
58 8 19.1 W Hem
59 9 16.6 W Hem
60 10 15.9 W Hem
61 11 255 W Hem
62 12 25.5 W Hem
63 13 31.8 W Hem
64 14 19.1 W Hem
65 15 17.5 W Hem
66 16 15.9 W Hem
67 17 15.9 W Hem
68 18 15.9 W Hem
69 19 15.9 W Hem
70 20 8.0 -W Hem
71
72 averages 90% W Hem

21.42
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CORDOVA TIMES
6/4/98

Murkowski angry with sphill trustees over Cordova

| By Jim Clarke
" The Associated Press

ANCHORAGE — U.S. Sen.
Frank Murkowski and a Native
corporation are accusing the
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council of trying to block access
to timbered land the corporation
owns ncar Cordova.

But the head of the council
says that’s just plain wrong.

Council Executive Director
Molly McCammon admits that
she sat down with the U.S. Forest
Service and several environmen-
talists early last month to discuss
a plan that critics said would have
slowed or stopped development
near Carbon Mountain.

The proposal, which biologist

and former Cordova resident Rick
Steiner pitched, would have seen
the trustee council use some of its
$900 million settiement from
Exxon Corp. to buy subsurface
rights under forest land Chugach
Alaska Corp. owns.
But McCammon said the
trustee council staff dismissed the
suggestion quickly because the
arca, about 60 miles east of
Cordova, is outside the bound-
aries where the council is allowed
to opcrate.

“We had a meeting, they pre-
sented some information, but
there are no negotiations going
on,” she said. “It wasn’t obvious
to me that there wasn’t a case to
be made” that buying the land
would help restore land and
species damaged in the 1989 oil
spill, she said.

Buying the subsurface rights
from the South Korea company
that now owns them would have
complicated and slowed Chugach
Alaska’s efforts to negotiate an

area purchase talk

eascment across the Chugach
National Forest to its timber
lands, a Murkowski spokesman
said.

Chuck - Kleeschulte,
Murkowski’s press secretary, said
the plan appears to be an cffort to
stop Chugach Alaska altogether.

The Native corporation sees it
the same way. “The trustee coun-
cil and the Forest Service have
openly discussed something like
this to kecp us from getting our
easement,” said Mark Stahl, the
corporation’s land and resources
manager. “It’s just outrageous that
the Forest Service would be try-
ing to frustrate a mandatory oblig-

ation, which this easement is.”

Like McCammon, Forest
Service  spokesman - Doug
Stockdale said the agency is not
considering the proposal. Instead,
it is working to give Chugach
Alaska a 27-mile casement across
the national forest so the Native
corporation can harvest timber on
the 73,000 acres it owns.

“I think there was a misper-
ception about an event that
occurred,” Stockdale said.

Chugach Alaska is hoping to
complete the logging road next
summer and begin logging the
spruce and hemlock forest in
2000, Stahl said.

The corporation has been
negotiating with the Forest
Service since 1982 for the ease-
ment.

Frustrated that the process had
taken so long, Murkowski last
week introduced legislation
requiring the Forest Service to
grant the easement by Dec. 1.
Stockdale said the agency expects
to meet that deadline.

Steiner, who sparked the con-
troversy, hasn't given up hope that
he can stop logging on the land.
Development on the slopes of
Carbon Mountain would threaten
a silver salmon run on the Bering
River, would endanger habitat for

birds, bear and other species, and
would harm one of Alaska’s most
unique natural areas, he said.

Steiner had sharp words for the
trustee council. “They have wast-
ed hundreds of millions of dollars
on useless science,” he said.

“This is the most significant
restoration opportunity the trustee
council has left ... but they're ret-
icent to do anything bold.”

Murkowski, meanwhile, has
sent a letter to U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman demand-
ing an explanation for why the
Forest Service would consider a
plan to keep Chugach Alaska
from its land.
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‘Talk of Cordova purchase angers MurkowSk}

‘ By JIM CLARKE
Associated Press Writer

ANCHORAGE (AP) — U.S.
Sen. Frank Murkowski and a Na-
tive corporation are accusing the
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees
Council of trying to block access
to timbered land near Cordova
the corporation owns.

But the head of the trustees coun-
cil says that’s just plain wrong.

Council Executive Director
Molly McCammon admits that
she sat down with the U.S. Forest
Service and several environmen-
talists earlier this month to dis-
cuss a plan that critics said would
have slowed or stopped develop-
ment near Carbon Mountain.

The proposal, which biologist
and former Cordova resident Rick
Steiner pitched, would have seen
the trustees council use some of
its $900 million settlement from
Exxon Corp. to buy subsurface
rights under forest land Chugach

Alaska Corp. owns.

But McCammon said the trust-
ees council staff dismissed the
suggestion quickly because the
area, about 60 miles east of
Cordova, is outside the bound-
aries where the council is allowed
to operate.

*‘We had a meeting, they pre-
sented some information, but
there are no negotiations going
on,”’ she said. ‘It wasn’t obvi-
ous to me that there wasn’t a case
to be made’’ that buying the land
would help restore land and spe-
cies damaged in the 1989 oil
spill, she said.

Buying the subsurface rights
from the South Korea company
that now owns them would have
complicated and slowed Chugach
Alaska’s efforts to negotiate an
easement across the Chugach Na-
tional Forest to its timber lands,
a Murkowski spokesman said.

Chuck Kleeschulte,

Murkowski’s press secretary,
said the plan appears to be an
effort to stop Chugach Alaska
altogether.

The Native corporation sees
it the same way. *‘The trustee
council and the Forest Service
have openly discussed some-
thing like this to keep us from
getting our: casement,”’ said
Mark Stahlj'the corporation’s
land and resources manager.
“It’s just outrageous that the
Forest Service would be trying
to frustrate a mandatory obli-
gation, which this easement is.”’

Like McCammon, Forest Ser-
vice  spokesman  Doug
Stockdale said the agency is not
considering the proposal. In-
stead, it is working to give
Chugach Alaska a 27-mile ease-
ment across the national forest
so the Native corporation can
harvest timber on the 73,000
acres it owns.

‘I think there was a
misperception about an event
that occurred,”” Stockdale said.

Chugach Alaska is hoping to
complete the logging road next
summer and begin logging the
spruce and hemlock forest in
2000, Stahl said.

The corporation has been ne-

gotiating with the Forest Service
since 1982 for the easement.
Frustrated that the process had
taken so long, Murkowski last
week introduced legislation re-
quiring the Forest Scrvice to
grant the easement by Dec. 1.
Stockdale said the agency expects
to meet that deadline.

Steiner, who sparked the con-
troversy, hasn’t given up hope
that he can stop logging on the
land. Development on the slopes
of Carbon Mountain would
threaten a silver salmon run on
the Bering River, would endan-
ger habitat for birds, bear and
other species, and would harm
one of Alaska’s unique natural
areas, he said.

Steiner had sharp words for the
trustees council. ‘‘They have
wasted hundreds of millions of dol-
lars on useless science,’” he said.

*“This is the most significant
restoration opportunity the trustee
council has left ... but they're reti-
cent to do anything bold.”’

Murkowski, meanwhile, has
sent a letter to U.S. Agriculture
Secretary Dan Glickman de-
manding an explanation for why
the Forest Service would consider
a plan to keep Chugach Alaska
from its land.




Feud erupts over timber land access

Murkowski, Native corporation claim subsurface-rights sale would block easement
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By JIM CLARKE
The Associated Press :

U.S. Sen. Frank Murkowski and
a Native corporation accused the
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees
Council of trying to block access
to the corporation’s timber lands
near Cordova. But the head of the
trustees council and a U.S. Forest
Service spokesman say that’s just
plain wrong.

The dust-up flared last week in
an exchange of calls and letters,
resulting Thursday in the senator
issuing a written statement at-

tacking the council and the For-
est Service.

Council executive director
Molly McCammon admitted Fri-
day that she sat down with the
U.S. Forest Service and environ-
mentalists earlier this month to
discuss a proposal that, according
to critics, would have slowed or
stopped development near Car-
bon Mountain. The idea, pitched
to the council by biologist and
former Cordova resident Rick
Steiner, was to use some of the oil
spill settlement money paid by

Exxon Corp. to buy subsurface
rights under timber lands
Chugach Alaska Corp. owns.

Buying the subsurface rights
— a coal deposit, mainly — from
the South Korea company that
owns them would have tripped up
Chugach Alaska’s efforts to nego-
tiate an easement and build a
road across the Chugach National
Forest to its land, Murkowski
spokesman Chuck Kleeschulte
said. The purchase appeared to
be an effort to stop Chugach Alas-
ka altogether, he said.

The Native corporation saw it
the same way. “The trustee coun-
cil and the Forest Service have
openly discussed something like
this to keep us from getting our
easement,” said Mark Stahl, the
corporation’s land and resources
managers“It's just outrageous that
the Forest Service would be trying
to frustrate a mandatory obliga-
tion, which this easement is.”

But Mc¢Cammon said the
trustees council staff dismissed

the suggestion quickly because the area,
about 60 miles east of Cordova, is out-
side the boundaries where the council is
allowed to operate.

“We had a meeting, they presented
some information, but there are no ne-
gotiations going on,” she said.

[.Like McCammon, Forest Service
spokesman Doug Stockdale said the
agency is not considering the proposal.
Instead, it is working to give Chugach
Alaska a 27-mile easement across the-
national forest so the Native corporation
can log timber on its 73,000 acres.

“I think there was a misperception,”
Stockdale said.

Chugach Alaska is hoping to complete
the logging road next summer and begin
cutting the spruce and hemlock forest
the following year, Stahl said.

After years making little headway,
the agency and the company reached a
formal agreement on how to identify
and secure the easement. Routing and
environmental! studies are under way.
Even while objecting to the coal pur-
chase idea in his letter to the Forest Ser-
vice last week, Chugach president
Michael Brown said the easement
process has mostly gone smoothly.

But Murkowski, apparently frustrat-
ed that the process had taken so long,
last week introduced legislation requir-
ing the Forest Service to grant the ease-
ment by Dec. 11.

- Stockdale said the agency expects to

meet that deadline.

Steiner, who sparked the controver-
sy, hasn’t given up hope that he can stop
the logging. Development on the slopes
of Carbon Mountain would threaten a
silver salmon run on the Bering River,
endanger habitat for birds, bear and oth-
er species, and would harm one of Alas-
ka's most unique natural areas, he said.

Steiner accused the trustees council
of wasting millions “on useless science.”
The Carbon Mountain purchase is “‘the
most significant restoration oppertunity -
the trustee council has left . but they're
reticent to do anything bold,” he said.

J Daily News reporter Steve Rinehart contributed to
this story.
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Murkowski introduces legislation
to solve Chugach easement dispute

ANCHORAGE (AP) — U.S.
Senator Frank Murkowski has
introduced legislation to try to clear
up a 15-year dispute between the
U.S. Forest Service and Chugach
Alaska Native Corp. over access to
forested lands on Carbon Mountain.

The Native corporation selected
73,308 acres of timbered land on
the mountain in 1982 as part of its
settlement under the Alaska Native
Claims Settlement Act.

But during the next 15 years

Chugach Alaska and the Forest
Service have made no headway in
negotiating an easement across the
Chugach National Forest. ”

Under Murkowski’s proposal,
the Forest Service would have until
Dec. 11 to grant an easement. If it
fails, the corporation would receive
an easement based on a road corri-
dor now under discussion.

Anidentical billis pending in the
House Resources Committee,
Murkowski said.
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Chugach roadless areas at risk

by Matthew Zencey

Alaskans like to brag about how big and
spectacular everything in the state is, so
let's take a minute and steer our chauvin-
ism toward the chunk of Southeast Alaska
known as the Tongass National Forest.

For starters, the Tongass is huge. It cov-
ers more than 80 percent of Southeast
Alaska. The Tongass is the nation’s largest
national forest, the king Matanuska cab-
bage of the entire system. You could chop
the Tongass in half and it would stili be
bigger than the next largest national forest
{which just so happens to be the other one

located in Alaska, the Chugach, here on .
the Southcentral coast). Together the

Tongass and Chugach encompass most of
a vanishing national treasure — the coun-
try’s last virgin temperate coastal rainfor-
est.

It is a place where vast tracts of soaring
spruce, hemlock and cedar cling to the
lowland and coastal edges of sheer moun-
tains capped in glaciers and year-round
snow. Underneath the canopy of the old

rowth forest, Sitka black-tailed deer roam
%reely, alert for their nemesis, the
Alexander Archipelago wolf. Brown bears
cluster alongside streams choked with
spawning salmon, gorging themselves dur-
ing the passing season of plenty. High

above the forest floor, the mysterious .
goshawk zooms in and out among the "

giant trees, looking to dine on unsuspect-
ing birds.

Anyone who's flown over the Pacific
Northwest on a clear day knows that the
forces of progress have already blitzed
most of the coastal rainforest that covered
the region since George Washington was a
pup. Because Alaska is so remote, wé've

got a lot more of our ancient trees left
standing. In fact, to entice businesses to
chop down Alaska’s treasures, the U.S.
government had to spends hundreds of
millions of dollars subsidizing the con-
struction of logging roads and paying for a
huge management bureaucracy whose
costs are not covered by selling these valu-
able, ancient trees.

The most outrageous of those subsidies
has disappeared. As of last spring, both
huge pulp mills that had gobbled up cut-
rate Tongass timber for 40 years were
closed for good and their sweetheart con-
tracts were terminated. But some power-
ful Alaskans — and their friends in the
Forest Service — still dream of resurrect-
ing a smokestack timber industry. The
agency's new plan for the Tongass would
double what the timber industry now

cuts. In the next two years, the agency
will crank out enough timber to supply
existing industry for eight years. That
huge pipeline of wood just might entice
an aspiring timber baron to put in a huge
mill of some kind.

More than half of this new barrage of
Tongass clearcutting would hit wild

areas not yet invaded by logging roads
and monster trucks and clearcuts. In
bureaucratic jargon, they're officially
known as “roadless areas.” Nationwide,
the Forest Service has decided to take a
second look at what it’s doing to these
last wild and undisturbed areas under its
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charge. It has proposed an 18-month moratorium on
punching new roads into these “roadless” areas.

As you can see from the agency’s amb

itious cutting

Elans in the Tongass, such a moratorium would protect
uge areas of the nation’s largest national forest. But the
road-building moratorium does not apply to the
Tongass. How can this be? How could the agency omit
the Tongass — the Amazon of North America, the coun-
trr’s last great stronghold of centuries’ old trees, the
place where your tax dollars are subsidizing the whole-
sale ruination of vast tracts of our very own rainforest?

As David Letterman would say, “Two

words: Ted -

Stevens.” The big environmental cheeses inside the
Clinton Administration got a case of weak knees and
decided they didn’t want to pick a fight with the power-

ful senator.

The good news is that the Chugach, the northern heart

of the Alaska rainforest, is covered by the m
new roads. Compared to what's at stake in

oratorium on
the Tongass, .

though, delaying new roads on the Chugach is an after-
thought. There’s hardly any commercial Io%ging on fed-

eral lands inside the Chugach. (Native lan

s inside the

Chugach are a different story. Many of them have been
heavily logged, which is why the government has spent

a lot of Exxon Valdez oil spill money buyin
ber lands znd timber rights.)

But even this modest protective mea
Chugach has raised the blood pressure o

g Native tim-

sure on the’
f Mr. Timber

himself, Sen. Frank Murkowski. He has been throwing .
tantrums that might spook the Forest Service into drop-

ping the Chugach moratorium altogether.
friend of the trees to do?

So what's a _

Don't just toss this paper in the recycling bin. Mark
your calendar for Wednesday, March 11, and come give -
the Forest Service a piece of Kour mind. The agency is

having an “open house” to ta

e public comment on its

road building moratorium at the Spenard Recreation
Center, at 2020 W. 48th Ave., from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.
Look for the Alaska Rainforest Campaign information

room, just past the big room where the F
has set up shop. Munch a few snacks a

orest Service
nd get more

details for putting into your comments for the official

record.
See you there. ©

Matthew Zencey is campaign manager for the Alaska
Rainforest Campaign, a coalition of national and Alaska-

based conservation groups.
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Gubernatorial candidates set to debate fish issues

Gov. Tony Knowles, John Lindauer, Wayne
Anthony Ross and Sen. Robin Taylor are all coming to
Kodiak to talk fish.

A gubernatorial candidates debate set for March 26
from 7 to 9 p.m. will be the first time this election year
that the major contenders for Alaska governor will
confront each other. An interesting (some would say
intimidating) twist is that the debate will be limited to
fisheries issues. The two-hour event, sponsored by the
United Fishermen of Alaska and the Kodiak Chamber
of Commerce, will be broadcast live statewide via the
Alaska Public Radio Network.

Student leaders from all regions of the state will be
included in the event, as the 300-member Alaska
Association of Student Government is holding its
annual meeting in Kodiak at the sume time.

The gubernatorial candidates debate kicks off
ComFish Alaska, the state’s oldest and largest fishing
industry trade show, and the only show held in a major
Alaska port. Now in its 18th year, ComFish Alaska is
scheduled for March 27-29 at the U.S. Coast Guard
base. The hundreds of vendors can plan on a packed
house — recent closures for cod and snow crab means

more fishers than ever will
be in town,

Other events highlighting
ComFish Alaska this year
include a legislative forum
hosted by Sen. Jerry Mackie
and Rep. Alan Austerman, a

LAINE
WELCH

Fish
Factor

meeting by the Exxon
Valdez Trustees Council and

a followup to the recent Salmon Forum 11.

KODIAK DAILY MIRROR
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EVOS hearings

The Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council has informed
me of the following meeting
schedule to take public testi-
mony throughout the spill re-
gion, to discuss possible uses
for the Restoration Reserves.

Kodiak - March 28, 7 p.m,,
in the borough assembly cham-
bers. Ouzinkie - March 30, 1
p.m., Port Lions - March 31, 1
p.m., Larsen Bay - March 31,7
p.m., these three preceding sites
have yet to determine a meel-
ing place. Old Harbor - April
1, 2 p.m,, in the city offices.
The communities of Karluk and
Akhiok have tentative dates of
between March 29-April 2, with
a meeting place to stll be de-
termined. The deadline for
written comments is April 30,
1998, addressed to EVOS, 645
G St, Suite 401, Anchorage,

AK. 99501-3451.
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AFNSM would be remiss if it did

ifers and waitresses who dedicated
their time for the benefit: (AFNSM coun-’
cil members) Ermalee Hickel and Theresa
Devlin, (Senators) Al Adams, Fred Zhar-
off and Jim Duncan, (gubernatorial candi-
dates) Tony Knowles and Jim Sykes and
(Special Staff Assistant to Gov. Walter
Hickel) Marilyn Patterson.

The proceeds of this benefit went to
support AFNSM and its continuing mis-
sion te-focus on the merits -of sobriety: A
positive, healthy and productive way of
life, free from the devastating effects of
alcohol and drugs. :

Again, thanks to all who joined in\
honoring the memory of Walter Charlie
and for supporting sobriely — a lifestyle
we can all live with.

40 give special thanks to the celebri- .

—=

-~ Greg Nothstine

Hurrah trustees! But don’t stop

It's nice to see some good news for a
change! Congratulations to the Exxon
Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, which
on Nov. 2 protected acres on Kodiak as
part of its restoration plan for Prince
William Sound. We've all been walching
the EVOS process through the years with
its public comment periods and massive
amounts of papers generated.

The public voted overwhelmingly that
habitat acquisition was the single most
important use of EVOS settlement money,
and now it's good to see that the Council
is moving to implement the public’s stat-

|-

AU TR
ity (e P
! “‘{Ilq}‘“.v\'f Y

=)

WOMILL
can “adl
making

Carrie
Talk

ed wish. But the Council shouldn't stop
there!'Nothing’s been acquired or protect-
ed in the Sound, and folks in Cordova
have been involved in the EVOS process
from the beginning. Here’s to the trustees
making a deal for Eyak lands in the
Sound, as well as throughout the spill
region!

— Holly Kane

My paranoia has recently been fed by a

Connie Yoshimura ad in the Daily News

and recent mailings by Connie to home-:
owners. Ms. Yoshimura implies that real
estate agents (except her own agents, of
course) receive '‘special favors, gifts or
discounts’ from home inspectors, survey-
ors, remodelers or subcontiractors, not to
mention referral or ''bird dog” fees from
mortgage and title companies.

Well, this confirms it! Once again, I am
being left out. Not only do none of these
entities give me a kickback, but they
don’t even kiss up to me to get my
business. So, what am I doing wrong? 1
must be hanging out with several hundred
loser Realtors, ’cause they're not getting

DOONESBURY

{

y_,w-,A.EN;Sobriery Movement — S
Realtor kickbacks hard to find

more " t:
know !

any of those goodies either. _The 14-:

To set the record straight, however, T Only Y
have eaten the mint that one title compa-. beaten
ny in-town delivers with each preliminary ¢jme. 2
title policy. Connie, ] pledge to you that "Suppos
this will cease and I will no longer walk duits ;
that ethical tightrope. In fact, I'm going to These :

[start an advocacy group to rid the real. yoyngst
estate industry of these parasites. Anyone creeps 1
wishing to join NO MORE MINTS can the safe
contact me through any bank, mortgage v
company, home inspector, surveyor,-remo-
deler, etc. N ’

’ . — Glenda J. Straube
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Let’s support our diversity Feder

Seldom do election results leave me strength
completely happy and this last election control
was no exception, What disturbs me mast, roads th
however, is the vigor with which some More th
have pursued divisive, hateful, exclusion-' Nationa
ary rhetoric, When our election process is It's ¢t
reduced to inflammatory labeling, we all 1866 la\
lose. When we need a full discussion of 1990s. ¥
the real issues that ‘affect all of our lives set, bc!
in order to make ‘informed decisions, Let's p
those running for elected office and com-
munity leaders who stoop to an emoticnal

Let us know |

I I THINK I GOT THE 616 WHEN
”ﬂ “%%Wm@%7— ~\-F 1005 THEM THAPNT READ |
I MEAN, EVERYONE 445 A NEWSPAPER IN YEARS, THEY

ALL JUST SEEMED TO LIGHT VP _
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- Jpinion

Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek are priceless and are not for sale

Editor’s note: The following opin-
ion is provided by the author as an
insight into the proposed logging of
old growth forest along the shorelines
of Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power
Creek by the Eyak Corporation,
Sherstone Inc., ITT/Rayonier Inc.,
?nd Columbia Helicopter Logging
nc.

By Glen E. “Dune” Lankard, Jr.

“No matter what corporate repre-
sentatives or politicians present, do
not take your eyes off the prize — in
this case, the Eyak Rainforest. You
can clearly see from past experience
the end results of their words,”
Lankard said.

As we near the seventh anniver-
sary of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
(March 24, 1989), it is quite appar-
ent the politics which surround the
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee
Council negotiation process are just
as insane as the massive clearcuts that

already plague this once pristine and

unique ecosystem we call home.

Over the last five years the Eyak
Corp. and the Trustee Council have
been largely unsuccessful in negoti-
ating a comprehensive settlement to
protect the Eyak Rainforest(s). Only
one small deal has been brokered to
protect 2,000 acres of forest, near
Orca Narrows, just outside of
Cordova. At the rate the Trustee
Council is moving to protect these
forests, this 2,000 acre parcel could
be the only forest left standing on pri-
vate Native lands in the entire Prince
William Sound.

After reading the Eyak Corp.’s
proposed visual cut stories and hear-
ing how aesthetically pleasing their

- logging practices (from here on out),

Commentary

will be, I am convinced that they
actually believe their planned, formal
statements (just Jook across the bay).

The long-term cultural, social,
environmental and economic impacts
will be much greater than the visual
cut story explains. This visual cut will
take place within city limits in the
newly annexed area, surrounding our
public watershed. This region is still
considered private Native land, butit
should not be exempt from cultural,
social, environmental and economic
impact statements which protect the
public’s interest as a whole.

So why is it?

The Eyak Corp.’s spokespeople
(currently Luke Borer and Nancy

Cecile Barnes), say that “their log-’

ging activities are very important to
our shareholder’s welfare, in provid-
ing jobs and paychecks, self-respect
and self-determination for local
Natives, and that logging allows the
Eyak Corp. to diversify its current
operations, away from being totally
dependent on logging.” What?! Who
are they talking about? It is certainly
not the shareholders who are benefit-
ting from these natural resource
extraction projects now, in the past,
or in the future. And, how does log-
ging our forests help the Eyak Corp.
to diversify from logging?

Let’s focus on the Eyak Lake,
Eyak River and Power Creek for the
moment. It is said that this will be an
environmentally friendly, visually
selective and sound development cut
on Eyak Native lands. This is true,
as it is our Eyak Native lands that will
be cut.

Why sell what is considered
“priceless” for a loss? Once
Columbia Helicopter and
ITT/Rayonier level all the prime old
growth around Eyak Lake, Eyak

- River and Power Creek, and take

their share of the profits (Columbia:
50 percent and ITT/Rayonier: 30 per-
cent), then Sherstone and the Eyak
Corp. will split the remaining profit
(20 percent), to pay their manage-
ment and past debt.

This equation doesn’t reflect
potential city sales tax (6 percent), or
potential dividends, if there are any,
for the shareholders who own this
land and timber.

The other part of the story that
goes unspoken by the Eyak Corp. or
Sherstone is, once the logging is done
and the trees are lying on the forest
floor, it is then that the Eyak Corp.

board of directors will allow the

" shareholders to vote on the sale of
their land, because the board of direc-
tors have once again offered our
Native land to be purchased “fee sim-
ple title” to the Trustee Council and in
the name of “restoration.” but only
after it’s cut. This is not in the best
interest of the public or the best use of
the public monies (restoration settle-
ment), let alone in the best interest of
Eyak Corp. shareholders. - -

If one could review the Eyak
Corp.’s books, it would reveal that
the Eyak Rainforest has more value
standing than lying on the ground. In

the last eight years of clearcut log-

ging operations, only $3,000 have

been paid in (supposedly) logging-

revenues, ($1500 in ‘89; $1000 in
“90; $500 in ‘91). When compared to
protecting the 1994 Orca Narrows
“timber rights only” sale to the
Trustee Council for $3.45 million,

this transaction yielded two dividend
checks totalling $3,560. This “timber
. rights only” settlement also paid the

way to the $1.5 million out-of-court,

settlement with Sound Development.
The 1993 $15,000 net operating loss
(NOL), dividend is not a logging rev-
enue. The reality is, we as sharehold-
ers have made more money by pro-
tecting our forests than in eight years
of clear-cut logging.

The Eyak Corp.’s board of direc-
tors won’t allow its shareholders the
right to vote on these critical deci-
sions which continue to render

irreparable consequences of corpo- -

rate assets and their way of life.

The 1971, Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act (ANCSA), gave
Alaska’s Native people the inherent
right to vote on how their Native cor-
porate assets were to be managed (je.,
money, land and timber). The share-
holders need to demand an immedi-
ate “special shareholders” meeting
with voting powers and vote to halt

the liquidation of their corporate
assets, by the current board of direc-
tors of Sherstone and the Eyak Corp.,
and also allow (a first time ever), vote
of the shareholders to decide between
logging and a potential Trustee
Council settlement, to protect their
remaining rainforest equity and
assets. The environmental communi-
ty, along with the public and the
Cordova city council, must request
that the Trustee Council back off “fee
simple acquisition” of our ANCSA
lands and aggressively pursue a
“comprehensive timber rights only”
protection plan on Eyak Native lands.
Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power
Creek’s intact existence are critical to
the fragile balance of this region.

Prior to the 1880s, over a quarter
million sockeye returned to Eyak
Lake (to spawn in fresh water). The
water was so clear you could drink it.
This region is also a popular recre-
ational area for many Cordova resi-
dents and tourists, as well as an
important city watershed. Because of
its cultural significance to the “true”
Eyak Indian people (subsistence, vil-
lage, burial and ceremenial sites), it is
for many of us considered “priceless”
and “not for sale.” It is also quite
obvious that the wisdoin has left
many of our leaders; it would be fool-
ish to jeopardize the intrinsic public
interest value of this sensitive region.

So, in closing, I offer a resolution
(a modem-day treaty), to be consid-
ered by all. It is ultimately upto us to
protect our home; if not for us, our
children and their children (some will
have to set aside this personal gain).

Not often does an opportunity of
this magnitude and importance cross
our paths. Together, side by side and
as one, we can work to protect and
preserve rather than try to restore
what has been destroyed.
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We, the people, must ask the city
council to hold an immediate “town
meeting” and bring in the state agen-
cies, and allow public testimony. (We
must) also ask that the city council
support a resolution directed towards
the Trustee Council to protect Eyak
Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek in

its current intact state. .

The City of Cordova could also

_show its commitment to protect our

watershed by waiving any potential
sales tax, restoration bonds, archeol-
ogy surveys and environmental and
economic impact statements to the
Eyak Corp. and Sherstone, for its
decision to protect our land and
forests. If the Eyak Corp. chooses to
level the forests, including the buffc-
zones, then it is only appropriate ar
necessary to demand sales tax or
restoration bonds, archeology surveys
and environmental and economic
impact statements to mitigate the
damages that are inevitable if logging
COMMENCES.

Your voice can effect the outcome
of this issue. This is our last chance to
protect Eyak Lake, Eyak River and
Power Creek. Call city hall (424-
6200), and request a town meeting.
Call or write the Trustee Council
(278-8012; 645 G Street, Anchorage,
Alaska, 99501), and the Eyak Corp.
(424-7161; P.O. Box 340, Cordova,
Alaska, 99574), and let them know

‘how you feel.

Let’s not let this opportunity
escape us, like our trees will, if we
can’t work it out together and soon.

GlenE. “Dune” Lankard Jr, isa
shareholder of the Eyak Corp., a trib-
al member and spokesperson of the
Eyak Traditional Elders Council and
the founder of the Eyak Rainforest

. Preservation Fund in Cordova.
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Eyaklands

Break the Iog}:zm

"There will be three losers if rain-forest timberland
in the Cordova area is not saved from future
clear-cutting. The losers will be the public, the Native
corporation trying to sell land and timber rights and
the public council managing the settlement money
stemming from the 1989 Exxon oil spill!-

If more timber cutting near Cordova comes to. pass,
the missed opportunity will be all the more apparent
because the involved parties are within shouting
distance of-an agreement. .

Now is the time to set aside months-old
frustrations and finger-pointing and reflect on how
far the two sides have come. That.done, they can draw
on a renewed commitment to reach an agreement.

Eyak Corp., based in Cordova, wants to sell the
title or timber rights to thousands of acres of land.
The buyer would be the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Trustee Council. At issue is how much land, at what
price and if Eyak will keep future development rights
even as it sells the timber rights and allows public
access to some land holdings.

Unlike other Native corporations that have
concluded deals or that are still negotiating deals
with the council, the Eyak Corp. has admirably taken
a harder line. While it’s willing to sell the title to
13,700 acres of land surrounding Eyak Lake near
downtown Cordova, it’s only willing to sell timber
rights to an additional 14,800 acres of land. Other
Native corporations have sold or are willing to sell
title to their lands.

- The lake-land deal is moving forward with
appraisals under way.

But the timnber-rights deal has stalermated because
Eyak wants to retain development rights to portions
of its land. The council has understandably sald it
won't go along with this arrangement. ‘

Both sides have bottom lines. And neither side will
get the perfect deal. Acknowledging these two facts,
is there still room within their stances for an
agreement to be reached? What common ground — and
series of concessions — might lead to a workable deal?
If negotiators operate on the assumption that an
agreement can be reached, it’s far more likely to
happen. ‘
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lour Lhinese lishing vessels Saturday in
contested waters. Manila ~—used the {ish-
ermen of pouring cyanlc ‘o lagoons to
stun fish. f

. N vla”r the o%e'zrall gxpense. In the Sea of Okhots“‘f"{ bounded by
. o Fooper 1r§t Sgt. Howard Siberia and the Kamchatka Peninsula, a
those most  Burger, who is managing the Russian gunboat recently fired on a Chi-
able to af- program, said that unlike other nese fishing vessel, killing two fishermen.
states, the states, the handgun permit pro- : Shooting incidents are now an almost
Please see Back Page, casT KEVIN POWELL/Anchomge Daily News
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Page A2 At stake is protection of 28,500 acres near Cordova area
update, 936-2525
By NATALIE PHILLIPS in line to sell land to the Exxon D Timber nghts
NS Daily News reporter Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, a for sale N
For three years, government of- half-dozen Native corporations | .. Land for sale 3R Cr
{US./CLAS. (D-6)  SecionDd  ficials spending Exxon oil spill have stepped in front of it, strik- l:} outright {
VPULSEICLAS. (E-6)Section e oney have struggled to strike a ing deals or tentative agreements o S
SRR deal with the Eyak Corp. to pro- worth a total of $260 million. PRINCE )
ITOWN/CLAS. {F-8) Section F— tect some 28,500 acres surrounding So why hasn’t an Eyak deal WILL Zf% i” %
- Cordova. been made? ‘> OUN
=S Time after time, negotiations Fingers point in all directions. Hawkins .-
T - collapsed. The most recent offer Some critics say Eyak Corp. has
B2 Teledsion 3 could have netted Eyak’s 326 been erratic and irresponsible.
L6 Tonight £-3 shareholders each a check of Other observers and Eyak Corp.

$100,000 or more. It would have
been one of the greatest cash pay-
offs ever for members of an Alas-
ka Native corporation.

Former President Jimmy Carter
recently wrote urging both sides to
reach an agreement. Actor Robert

Redford offered to help mediate,
but was turned down.
Though Eyak Corp. was the first
P

4

officials blame the Trustee Coun-
cil.

“Their agenda keeps changing,”
complained Eyak Corp.’s lead ne-
gotiator, Donna Platt. ‘“There has
been such great turnover (on the
Trustee Council). It’s a frus-
trating process because for us it’s

Pleasi see Back Page, EYAK
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nteer work.”

‘. _xlen “Dune” Lankard is

a well-known dissident
Eyak shareholder who
faults the Eyak Corp.
board. He accuses board
members of withholding
information from share-
holders. And he insists that
if shareholders understood
the latest Trustee Council
offer — worth up to $50
million — they would want
the board to approve it.
Jim Wolfe of the U.S.
Forest Service and a lead
negotiator for the Trustee
Council said, ‘It seems like
just one issue will come to
the surface, then the whole
thing will fall apart.”

Aside from battles over
price, there have been dis-
putes over hunting and
fishing rights, Native sub-
sistence rights and public
recreational uses. Those ac-
cess issues seem largely re-
solved now. And about a
year ago, the two sides
reached an agreement on a
small parcel considered at
high risk for logging. The
Trustee Council paid the
Native corporation about
$3.4 million for title in
January to some 2,000
acres in Orca Narrows,
which is visible from Cor-
dova.

The latest holdup is de-
velopment. Eyak doesn’t
want to give up the rights
of shareholders’ children
and grandchildren to devel-
op land saved from clear-
cutting. In some cases, the
trustees simply buy timber
rights and easements.

The trustees are charged
with restoring the oil-
stained Prince William
Sound with the $3%00 mil-

N

in an out-of-court settle-

ment three years ago. They
decided that, among other
things, they would use the
money to purchase and
protect land that is habitat
for species injured by the
spill, such as murres, harle-
quin ducks, mussels and
sea otters.

While the trustees have
bought thousands of acres,
little of it has been around
the sound, the area hardest
hit by the 1989 spill. And
the Eyak land is in the
heart of the spill area. It's
mostly mountainous, coast-
al rain forest, dotted with
hemlock and spruce, laced
with streams and trimmed
with rich estuaries. -

Rick Steiner, a Cordova
biologist and close observ-
er of the negotiations, criti-
cized the Trustee Council
for failing to live up to its
mandate by not making an
Eyak deal.

“The trustees have done
so little for the injured
environment,’”’ Steiner
said. “The Trustee Council
is trying to hold out for a
perfect deal,”” he said.
“And in the process they
are throwing out the baby
with the bathwater.”

The Trustee Council is
interested in 28,500 of the
roughly 130,000 acres
owned by Eyak, one of
more than 200 village cor-
porations created by the
1971 Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act. The corpo-
ration is willing to sell
about half of that outright;
they want to sell only tim-
ber rights to the other
14,800 acres.

In December, the trust-
ees gave Eyak Corp. two
options.

In one, it would pay up
to $21 million for title to

RN Fa¥al B N

~ldovia Native Assoc.
W'Eyak Corp.
Seal Bay Timber Co.
Akhoik Kaguyak Inc.
Chenega Corp.
Kodiak Island Borough
Koniag Inc.
0ld Harhor Native Corp.

23,800 Title $22 million
2,052 Timber rights $3.4 million
41,549  Title ~. $38.7 million
119,885  Title/easements $46 million

- 74,554  Title/easements $48 million
25,665  Title $42million
115,739 Title/easements o $45 million
32,100  Title/easements/and exchanges  $14.5 million

83 Completed
1/95 Completed

11/93 Completed
Tentative agreement
Nearing agreement
Nearing agreement
Agreement in principle
Tentative agreement

land surrounding Eyak
Lake, near downtown Cor-
dova.

Or it would pay up to
$50 million over six years
for a blend of titles, ease-
ments and timber rights to
all 28,500 acres. Eyak Corp.
would turn over the title to
the 13,700 acres of land
surrounding Eyak Lake
and give up timber rights,
allow public access and re-
strict development on an-

other 14,800 acres across

the bay from Cordova.

Eyak rejected the offers
because board members
don’t want to be cornered
into an agreement that
spells out what they can or
can’t do 100 vears down
the road.

Eyak board member
Platt likened it to Manhat-
tan.

“Who knew that when
they (Indians) sold off their
lands for beads that it
would have been that valu-
able?” Platt said.

“It’s more than just
money for this genera-
tion,” Platt said. “The big-
gest check possible (for
shareholders) is not the is-
That has never heen

Ty

the issue or we would have
put a big price tag on it
and said here it is.”

Even the Forest Ser-
vice's Wolfe conceded Eyak
Corp. has a point: “I can’t
help but respect that
(board members) are trying
to look out for the future.”

Still, the Trustee Council
counters, it doesn’t want to
spend- millions to protect
the land from clear-cutting,
then risk some other indus-
try springing up and harm-
ing the habitat the $ame
way.

“Everybody on the
Trustee Council wants the
assurances,” Wolfe said.

Logging has not been
profitable for Eyak nor is
it what shareholders want
to happen to their land,
shareholder Lankard said.
So far the corporation has
clear-cut about 15,000 acres
of its total holdings and
that has only netted share-
holders dividends of about
33,000 each, he said.

If shareholders under-
stood that the board may
be missing a lucrative op-
portunity to get out of log-
ging, Lankard said, they
would be pressuring board

members to accept the lat-
est offer.

But Platt said sharehold-
ers not only have received’
$3,000 in logging revenues,
they also got $15,000 checks
in a one-time deal in 1993,
when Eyak sold its net
operating losses to corpora-
tions looking for a tax
write-off. Congress no lon-
ger allows such sales.

Other shareholders are
also skeptical about the
profits in logging. But they
believe the board will find
a way to do what’s best.

Shareholder and former
board member Henry Mak-
arka of Cordova said: “I
have to have faith in the
board because I know they
have that fiduciary respon-
sibility. And I hope that
what they are doing is in
the best interest of share-
holders.”

Meanwhile, the town of
Cordova finds itself caught
in the middle. Much of the
Eyak land scheduled for
logging stands in Cordo-
va’s view. Many people
don't want their town sur-
rounded by clear-cuts. Oth-
ers say after years of de-
pressed commercial fishing

they would wel-
from

seasons,
come the business
crews of loggers.

At some point, the Trust-
ee Council money is going
to run out. Of the 8900
million settlement, more
than half has been commit-
ted to studies, land pur-
chases or other restoration
projects.

“Maybe Eyak
can wait and see
prices and the Trustee
Council offer play itself
out,” said Carlyn Boehnert
of the Alaska Center for
the Environment. “It's a
definite gamble. The mon-
ey is not always going to
be there.”

Wolfe said some folks
are convinced that if Evak
Corp. is left to harvest a
little more timber in the
next few months, it will
realize it won’t get as much
money as the trustees have
offered.

“I think we are at the
point we are going to lose
some of the lands to timber

feels it
timber

harvest,”” Wolfe said. “‘But
I think we will achieve
protection of a great area

and work out something on
the other lands.”
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sstalemate;
trees still
“up for grabs

By Cinthla M. Stimsen
The Cordova Times
More than 14,800 acres of land
in the Orca Narrows off Cordova
in quiet limbo early
Wedncsday as the Eyak Corp. and
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
5 Trustee Council stand off over a
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pdCC!SlOH affecting - the timber

| ngh(s of the forested aréas, ~.: -
. The Trustees and. representa:

tives from’ the Eyak-board of

directors met- in_ Anchorage:

EV Resto

1o hammer out a deal, according
to Rick Steiner of the Cordova
Marine Advisory Plogram !

.- “The:word -*deal’ is used in-
vcry lgose terms here,” Stemcx

‘said Wednesday “The; way itwas. -

gxpla éditoime,” Eyak- is’ still”
'} be‘-;!eggixj Thc Eydks

'fParcél for 10ggmg
“Steiner.said he was speakmg
out onthe timber-issue simply as

Marine -

.

ing. the . Advisory-
Program..
.The only dcc:sxon {he Eyaks

'_and Tmstces came 1o Wednesday

: 37

14

“See T!mbe:. page 7

03/06/95

Tuesday and Wednesday, working -

‘a hurman being, and not represent: -

" Timbér..;

From page 1

. moTiing, was an agreement (0 1y

> 1o protect the view shed — trees
- liniog the coastling in lhe Orca

> MNarrows, Steiner said.

- Steiner said alb this will do is

" hide the logging by prmndmg
;- tee sheil.” ;

Arcas along the Rudc Rsver

" ed for loggmb somclxme ‘ne.
week,

-to put 8 deal together, complete -,
. with public support,” Steiner said. -
“la essence, they’te fhrowing the «

baby ot with the bath water, The

whole idea was to protect Targe,
inlact ecosystems. This is like cut-
ting a hole in the bona Lisa.”

The Eyak board of directors
and EVOSTC refused la comment
on any deals made Wednesday
morning.

and east of Simpson Bay are-shal-

“The 'fruq:ccs rea]ly Sungled™
- thisthing. They've had four years

Thursday, March 2, 1995

The Cordova Timos

Page 7

The current moratarivn. pro-
hibiting logging on those laads
expired March 1.

Luke Borer of the Eyzk Carp.
and Shersténe lac., told The
Times last week the Eyak Corp.
is schedoled to begin log,l,mg
thase lands:March.2,

,"T's what we' ve been saying
for a year now,” Borer saide .

"\\"e 1e nol saying anyihmg dnf

gmg moratorium.on 14, cres
in thc O:ca Narrows, m protecl
- e Jand while negotiations for a
SIMOre” permancnt arrangcmenl
Ceantinuene Y T e
I‘nday afiernoon, Byak repre-
sentatives indicaled to chief nego-
Aiator-Phil Janik, o member of the
EVOSTC, their'willingness 1o
cooperate | in’
according 102 memo issued by
EVOSTC on Friday.
The Trustees.said they dosm

the mediation,’

lo protect the lands from lopging
as a means of protecting habitat
importast ta e recovery of
resoutces and serviees injused by
the 1989 Exxon Valdez oid spill,

. Friday's ofier from EVOSTC
presented the Eyak board of dirce-
tors with a stipulation stating the
moratorium  woulda't  effect
Eyak's subsistence and access
_ lights w0~ the “land, .althpogh
FVOSTC sald‘such ngh!s were

board of directors were still apen
to negotiations, but Borer also
s3id he wanted to leave the path
apen 10 both the (EVOSTC) coun-
cit and logging.

Byak made a counter-offer 10
the Trustee Council Feb. 23,
requesting $15 million for the log-
ging moratusium, slipulaling that
the moacy must be io hand by
March 1, acoording to EVOSTC's

- Borer'sajd last week lhe Fyak

news release.

EVOSTC lso said Eyak stited
the corparation would forego Yog.
ging on March 2 if the trustees
would agree to lay down
$100,000 for each day that goes
by until an agreement betvreea the

wo was concluded and money

was "in hand,”

"Even though we're declioing
Eyak's offer, we wani to reaffirm
our strong desire to aveid the
imminent threal of loggiog in

,lhcsc nzcas e agrccd on 1be;
. lmportance of o..mphasumg our .

_ desite. 10 reach a resolution,”
Janik said Friday.

The Exxen Valdez Qil Spill

Trusice Council made an offer to
the Eyak Corp. last Dec. 2, to pur-

chase all lands involved for an
amount oof excesding $50 msiilion -
and negoiiate a conservalion ¢ase-

ment on several parcels of laad
near Cordova. The Trustecs said
the offer was rejected by the
Eya¥s and the Eyaks indicasad the
intention of pursning cleas-cu
fopging on March 2.

Tough talks

Phil Janik of the U.S. Forest Service.and Molly McCammon
.‘Ilsten to testimony Thursday regarding area timber.sales.-, l .

Cinthia M. Sﬂmsonﬂ‘ eSS pholo

*1's 4 pa. Jath — we just
wanl (0 see money in the bank,”
Boier said lasl week. "It is the
desire of both the board and the

_couoci) o come 1o an agreement.”

Trustee Council members
Jawnik, Craig Tillery and Exceulive
Director Molly McCammon met
with the Eyak bourd of directors
in Corduva last Thursday, The
councils discussed the vapious
offers bul failed to xcach any con-
SCB5US.

- MW chmsh our way of life
here,” said Ross -Mollins, #
Cordova resident. “The offer of
$4.13 million scems li%e a valy-
able offer that might offer soms

" breatling space. No ooe wants to

sec the whole realm oud there

- clear-pat.”

A summary of recent EVOSTC
actions concerning Eyak Lorp
lands follows:

< On Feb, 22, the Tmslccs
adopted a resolution authorizing
an offer iacleding the Orca
Revised Lands, An offer was
mads to purchase a seven-ycur
moratariom in the form of a lim-
ited conscevation easement on
commerciat fimber harvest on the
Orca Revised Yands for $4.13 mil-
lion,

* Other lands: (Shecp, Gravina,
Fidalgo snd Hiwkins [sland) The

_Trustees asked Eyak 1o donale 2

sgven-year moratorinm on devel-
opment on Eyak’s other lands

Cwest of Shepard Point, with the

exception of such Evak share-

‘holder homesite development
- mutually agreed upon by the Eyak

Cosp. and the Truslees,

~ »Core lands: a reaffirmation of
the Trustee Council's offer to pur-
chase the Core'lands in fee and
recognition il negotialions fo
thuse lands aré on-going; an
appraisal of \he Core lands is in
progress.

The EVOSTC and the Eyak
beurd of directors arc still nepoti-
aling ta protect the "other fands”
under scutiny — Sheep Bay, Pl
Gravina, Fidalgo and Hawkips
Istund, Steiner said Wednesday.
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Prrstme Forests at Stalte as Alaskans Balance Priorities in Valdez Cleanupq

By Tom Kenyvorthy' '
| Washington Post Staff Writer

CORDOVA, ‘Alaska—More than five years after the
“Exxon Valdez oil tanker ran aground in Prince William
" Sound, dumping 11 million gallons of heavy crude into
“ofie of Alaska’s ‘richest  fish and wildlife habitats, ‘some
good news is on the horizon.-

~With the proceeds from'a $1 billion settlement mvolvmg

Exxon and the United States-and Alaska, a half-dozen state -

~“and federal officials are going on a land-buying spree.
*.*The funds offer Alaskans a rare opporturity to protect
forever some of the nation’s most-environmentally sensi-
--tive lands—provided that they can conclude potertiaily
“problematic negotiations for tensof thousands of acres,
“owned by native corporatrons, that are hkely sxtes for
“loggmg or development o
-Call it poetic justice on a grand scale The penalty pald
by Exxon fot one calarmty (it is still flghtmg ‘in-court
agamst bﬂhons of dollars in claims by private individuals)

" may help prevent others. From forested. slopes around = .

> Prince William Sound to river banks ruled by the kodiak
-brown. bear on Kodiak Island, land critical to nurtunng
fish and wildlife may be kept prxstme.,

:-“The question is, how do we cdre for the envrronment
'that was damaged by a man-made disaster?” said- Rick
~'Steiner, who runs the University of Alaska's Marine-Ad-

“visory Program in Cordova. “The best thirig humans can * |
#d6.to an ecosystemthat has been msulted is protect it

from further insults.”

* The six-member Exxon Valdez Orl Sprll Trustee Coun-
ar overseeing ‘this effort has been criticized for moving
too slowly and for spending aboiit one-third of the settle-

‘ment funds on administrative costs and reimbursements -

~to the state and federal governments——and to Exxon-——
for oil spill cleanup and damage assessments.. - -
- But much of the remaining $600 ‘million that the fund

wrll receive by the year 2001 is expected to go toward -
‘the goals set out by the 1991 court settlement “restor- -

“inig, replacing, enhancmg, rehabilitating or acqumng the
equrvalent of natural resources injured” by the spill; *

- The council already has approved somie important land
»acqmsmons on Afognak Island; the Kenai Pemnsula and

one small parcel near Cordova; at the eastern.corner of

Prince William Sound. But the bulk of whatis expected
to ‘be more thari $300 million in land* purchases is'yet to

come, as the:council concludes often “difficult. riégotia- -

*tions with: natrve corporations” that=own- ‘hundreds : of
thousands of acres originally’deede ‘m by the Alas-
ka Native Claims Settlement:Act (AN CSA) of 1971.

Though 'ANCSA ‘was desrgned to-make "Alaskannatrves

struel choice. To meet the ﬁducrary responsxbrh
«imizing -profits for: their: shareholders, ‘the corporatlon ;
=can exploit the natural résources’ of-their. landsithrotigh:
-logging or development “‘But:- that‘*chorc ¢an. threaten
therr cultural links to’the land and the subsrstence hun

acres of forest land; much: of 1tpmne fish ‘and. wﬂdhfe hab"*
:tat, that almost are ceftain‘to:be stnpped of thelr tunber»f
by the native Eyak Corp. if jtssleaders €; .
»purchase deal with -the- trustee counicil.. Loggin

Eyak lands, environmentalists_and- fishermien warn, could -

mean a second disaster for the salmon runs that remain.

" Though Cordova’s fishinig fleet” prospered unmedrately
after the spill, prodigious herzing and.pink salmon runs.that. .
were mainstays of the local mdustry recently have crashed

lf-sufﬁcrent (it settled their aborlgmal_ larms with: al-

ALASKA

Anchiorage .
? Cordo‘va

Kenai
Peninsulz "

ennse

“We are supposed to be in the business
of making money, but we want to be
good stewards of the land.”

. Ralph Eluska said that by sellmg 100, 000 acres to the government,
BY JILLAINE THACHER—THE wasHinGTON posT  the Akhiok~Kaguyak Corp can create a future ‘for native children.

— Donna Platt presxdent native Eyak Corp.

“BYTOM KENWORTHY—THE WASHINGTON POST

L % S

The Eyak lands sa1d Jerry McCune, presrdent of Umted
Flshermen of Alaska, flank some of the region’s best salm":

on-spawriing. rivers: They: «could” -be harmed by logging;.

" which can'cause soil erosion and raise stream temperatures

“where salmon lay their eggs and spend part of their life cy-

cle. “We-can't afford to lose any more,” he said, noting that,-
the-annual value of fish landed at. Cordova’s harboralready :

has plunged from $100 millién to-$20 million. - *

~It is‘already too late for some-places on Prince: William: )

- Sound, where 100 square miles of fragile coastal forest

" have been-leveled since the Exxon Valdez went aground ]

“on Bligh Reefin 1989 - : v
-In Two Moon Bay," northwest of Cordova, the natrve

Tatrtlek Corp. bégan logging its.lands in.1988, ‘and thou- -
_sands of ‘acres have been clear cut, ‘often on steep. slopes.

- and close to:the sound. The tunber Harvest was spurred

ot by a-1986-tax law provision,:since. repealed that“al--
_lowed the native corporations to sell the “net operatrng'

osse‘ " ‘from their timber operations. Under ‘that’ provi-

- Gonservationists say- this’ area of southcentral Alaska isa
articularly’ bad place ‘to*practice mdustnal forestry, The

. éoastal forest is-a thin:band between the ocean and. the ice’

“and-glaciers lying just inland, the soil is thin, the slopes are

L steep and highly erodible; and the trees grow so SlOWI,Y that’
“a'six-inch diameter hemlock may be 80 or 100 years old;
: the northern edge of the ‘ecosystem,”sdid Riki
Ott; a"Corddva résident who serves on the board of Unit-

ed Frshermen of Alaska. “It takes a lot longer time ,to get
" a lot podrer quality tree than it does further south.

 Near Cordova, Eyak Corp. already has logged more .

than‘,ls 000..acres, some.of it in the watershed that
drams nto the Copper River delta, one of the world’s

( ative: corporatlonsvaued their timber high, sold it .
“low: and: then ‘peddled: the losses: to multmatlonal busr .
. ‘nesses that needed tax write-offs. - :

largest wetlands where durmg waterfowl migrations .

120;000.birds an-hour can pass by,
~ Earlier this’ year, Eyak Corp. agreed to a one—year

y moratonum on further logging as it pursues negotratlons

with the oil spill ;
has-divided ' the
ers, only about h

“We are suppdsed to be
buit we want to: be’good stewards ‘of the land,” said corpora-
tion president: Donna Platt. “The money has to come from

iistee council. The logging question -
tporation’s 346 individual sharehold—
fwhom live in the Cordova area: -

.somewhere “The*écotiomy “can’t be sustained without an

€CONOmIC, base whether it’s logging, fishing or tourism.”
Eyak Corp prefers to retain title fo its 100,000 acres

- while $elling timber. rights to the federal government and

using-the proceeds to develop a tourist economy and es-
tablish'a lasting trust fund for native, shareholders,

But. difficult negotiations. remain in a process that re- - -

quires not:only agreement between the council and the cor-
poration; but unanimous votes on a council made up equally
of representatxves of .the. Clinton_ -administration and ap-
pointees of pro-development Gov. Walter J. Hickel (D.
Among ‘the’questions: how much public access will be

inithe biisiness of makrng money,,

- teeming with salmon runs. Kodiak Island is the second-
largest island in the United States, with a maritime habitat
that is home to large’ colléctions of marine mammals such

el /

not prepared to buy just the timber rights. We are not
going to put out $40 million and let them build hotels and
toxic waste dumps. If we can’t buy effective habltat pro-
tection, we are not going to do it.”

- Four hundred miles southwest-of Cordova, the threat
is creeping development of native corporation lands that
lie within the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge.

The nearly 2 million-acre wilderness refuge, established
more than 50 years ago, is-home to the world’s densest
collection of brown bears=nearly 3,000—and rivers

as.Stellar sea lions and sea-otters. The rocky coastline pro-
vides rookeries and nestmg places for millions of ‘birds.
The refuge alone hosts some 200 nesting pairs of bald ea-
gles ‘Many hundreds more winter there.

e mvlowr) %W’C’W

i
- Not surprisingly,. outsulers mcreasmgly are- drawn to I J |
Kodiak. ‘The island’s’ natlve ‘corporations were shrewd — _
~ enough to select some of the most valuable land—the 0O
-heads of bays, the mouths of streams—-—when they made I}

i

- ~their ANCSA land choices. The 310,000 acres the corpo-

rations own within-the refuge boundary are prime bear
habitat and a magnet for the development of fishing and

- hunting lodges and other. commercial enterprises. .

For Kodiak's three -native corporations, the economic
imperatives are simple, said Ralph Eluska, president of the

- Akhiok-Kaguyak Corp. The corporation’s 144 members
. earn an average of about $6,000 a yéar, mostly from sea-
- sonal employment. The jobless rate at times hits 70 per-

cent. Selling 100,000 acres-of corporation land to the fed-
eral government, said Eluska, would enable the natives to
establish a permanent trust fund and create a future for
their children. He. envisions a revolving fund for buying
back commercial salmon fishing permits that.; many of the
Aleuts have sold over the years'to outsiders. - :

The alternative is the growth of sportfishing and huntmg

_ camps that are sprouting on the refuge on corporation land.

“That’s thie income opportunity that’s here,” said Eluska.
--But that ‘spells trouble for the Kodiak brown bear, said
Jay. Bellinger, who manages the refuge for the U.S. Fish

" *and Wildlife Service. “Brown bears are deﬁnitely sensitive -

. to human pressure,” he said. “If we are going to continue to

have this as-the one area in the world set aside for brown

 bears, something has to be done about these in-holdings.”

‘Both the Kodiak natives and the Clinton administration
are optimistic they can strike a deal on these lands by
next fall. It would be, said Eluska, “a win-win situation for

" us, and the refuge and the Ametican people.” -

_ Framipton, the Interior official, agrees. “In a sense what
we are doing is a hat trick: We are taking Exxon’s money,
‘we are protecting habitat, we are sustammg future fisher-

_ ies, and the money itself is ending up in the pockets of the

permitted on the'lands;-arid who will Control that access;

~ and to whit'extent the Eyak shareholders will be able to
“continue developmg the lands for their own.cultural tra-

dlthnS as' well as sitch activities as _tourism. -

“Eyak Corp. officials “want us to say we are buying the
commercral tlmber rlghts and’ wé want to say we are
buying'a conservatxon easement,” éxplained trustee
council executlve director - Jim Ayers “ln ‘reality, it's
somethmg in between;” .

“We don’t want to be ini the positiofi of saying we want
everything, that we want to take away every single de-
velopment opportunity,” said assistant Interior Secretary

-George T. Frampton Jr. “But on the other hand, we are

- natives who were most impacted by the spill.”

oA

' CORRECTIONS

Contrary to an article Sunday, Indla does not .
. . have the world’s greatest populatron growth rate.

Sunday s obituary of Linus Pauling incorrectly
‘reported ‘that only he and Marie Curie had won.
two Nobel Prizes. John Bardeen won shared Nobel
Prrzes for' phy31cs in 1956 and 1972. :

Dot ).




19-24-1934 as 44PM

(e b editor, (Q\,JJMJ-&A\; oo [T

i
f
{
!
l

i
t
i
!

FROM AcCE

. hard to support the park buyback.

and restoration,

Thanks for buyback
- The residents of Kachemak Bay
are appreciative of your (Exxon:

~ Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council’s)
" work to purchase the inholdings of
- Kachemak Bay state park. Many |

interest groups worked fong and

Thank you for understanding the
xmponance of habitat protection

" 'We cannot sit back and rest
though. We realize there are many
habitat areas in the Exxon Valdez
oil spill 2ones. that need ajd’in the

recovery of fish and wildlife
species. Just like Kachemak Bay,

“.there are many -residents of

Cordova and Kodiak that are work-
ing together with the community
and pnvatc land owners to accom-
plish positive habitat protection. So
many Alaskans are concerned about |
habitat issues. It has'been over ﬁvc{
years now, We ‘all encourage the'
trustee courncil fo do'everything in
‘their power to €xpedite and assist

in accomphshux,_. 2 habitat protection. :

Many of us young-Alaskans
hopc to 1001 back wuh a sensc of

.....

havc helpcd prcserve and’ prozcct

_our future —'thé habitat of Prince

Wiu :am Sound and Kodiak’s areas.
~ Shanfion McBride
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