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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA, ALASKA •. 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892 

DON GILMAN 

August 11, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Cou.-·1cil 
645 G Street, Suite 40 I 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. ~~on: 
RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 
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The Kenai Peninsula Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels of land along the Kenai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and would urge the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels- Stephanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (I, 243 acres), and 
Moose River selected tract (753 acres) - will provide protection of invaluable salmon spawning 
grounds and lands important to the Kenai River Watershed. 

Protection of the Kenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition of these three 
tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon with the habitat 
needed. 

I 

Your support of the Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 

MAYOR 
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KENAI I='ENINSULA BOROUG~ 

144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA. ALASKA •. 99689-7599 l 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262·1892 1 

. DON Gll~AN 

AuiDist 11, 1995 
' 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Exe~utive Director . 
Ex:xoo Valdez Trustee Coimcil 
645 G Street, Suite 401 ! . . . 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950!1-3451 

: : t~n(~ . 
Deaj:' Ms. ~ammon: 

; 

l 

RE: ; Kenai Natives As~ciatiori, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition i 
• . I 

i The ~enai. Peninspla Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange ~f bee small 
parcels of land along the ~enai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and woilld urge the 
Exxbn V~ldez Trustees Cbuncil to support these exchanges. · ! 

; : ' I 
: The three parcels -/Stepbanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract {1, 24j acres). and 

Moose River selected tra~t (753 acres) --will provide protection of invaluable ~alq10h spawning 
grolf-ds and lands importf.nt to the Kenai River Watershed. ; J : 

. : I 
. Protection of the Iqenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition 'ofl these three 

tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon With the habitat 
~~~ : ·. I 

~ I 
. I 

: . I 
Your support oftq.e Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreci?-ted. 

I I 
i I ; Sincerely yours, · 
I 
' 

Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

. ! 
MAYOR 
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cc: : Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Associatio:n..lnc.__. --·---- - -~-
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Phone It 

Fax # 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
144 N. BINKLEY · SOLDOTNA, ALASKA · 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892 

.......... ~ .. _.,., .. 

August 11, 1995 

Mr. George T. Frampton, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary for Fish & Wildlife 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW, MS 3156 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Frampton: 

RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 

DONGILMAI' 
MAYOR 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels of land along the Kenai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and would urge the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels- Stephanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (1, 243 acres), and 
Moose River selected tract (753 acres) ..:. will provide protection of invaluable salmon spawning 
grounds and lands important to the Kenai River Watershed. 

Protection of the Kenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition of these three 
tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon with the habitat 
needed. 

Your support ofthe Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 
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TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive . Director . 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street · 
Anchorage, Alask3. 99501 

RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT, INC. 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Economic Development District, Inc. (EDD) 
finds this work of the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. consistent with our 
Overall Economic Development Program in taking prudent measures to 
make lands accessible to the general public, while recognizing the 
importance of salmon spawning grounds associated with the Kenai River. 

The· three parcels which qualify for EVOS funding, the Stephanka tract (803 
acres). the Moose River patent tract (1,243 acres), and the Moose River 
select tract (753 acres) would provide protection of a major public resource. 

I would urge the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

Sincerely, 

~ R ~HL{lJV~~ 
Stanley R. Steadman 
Executive Director 

SRS/sb 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA, ALASKA •. 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892 

DON GILMAN 

August 11, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. ~~on: 
RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 
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The Kenai Peninsula Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels of land along the Kenai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and would urge the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels- Stephanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (1, 243 acres), and 
Moose River selected tract (753 acres) - will provide protection of invaluable salmon spawning 
grounds and lands important to the Kenai River Watershed. 

Protection of the Kenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition of these three 
tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon with the habitat 
needed. 

. 
Your support ofthe Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 

MAYOR 



August 11, 1995 

EXXQrJ VALDEZ Oil SPilt 
iRUSTEE COUNCil 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director . 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G street 
Anchorage, Alaslci 99501 

RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT, INC. 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Economic Development District, Inc. (EDD) 
finds this work of the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. consistent with our 
Overall Economic Development ProJlram in taking prudent measures to 
make lands accessible to the general public, while recognizing the 
importance of salmon spawning grounds associated with the Kenai River. 

The three parcels which qualify for EVOS funding, the Stephanka tract (803 
acres), the Moose River patent tract (1,243 acres), and the Moose River 
select tract (753 acres) would provide protection-of a major public resource. 

I would urge the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ~#lL1JVta1t 
Stanley R Steadman 
Executive Director 

SRS/sb . 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUG~ 

144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA. ALASKA •. 99669-7599 i 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262·1892 ~ 

. DON Gll~AN 

Au~t 11, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Exe¢utive Director 
Exx6n Valdez Trustee Coimcil 
645 G Street, Suite 401 ~ 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950!1-3451 

: : ~~n(~ . 
De3f Ms. ~ammon: 

I 

RE: , Kenai Natives As~iati.ori, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 1 
, . I 
• : I 

! The ~enai. Penins~la Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange ~f ~hree small 
parc~ls of land along the ~enai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and woilld urge the 
Exx~n V~ldez Trustees C~uncil to support these exchanges. · ! 

; : . I 
: The thr.ee parcels -/Stepbanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (I, 24J acres), and 

·Moose River selected traft (753 acres) - \\-ill provide protection of invaluable ~al$oh spawning 
grot.lnds and lands impo~t to the Kenai River Watershed. : ! 

! i ' 
! . i 

. Protection of the ~enai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition ofl these three 
tracts will provide necessaty protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon With the habitat 
~~- : . J 

! I 
I 

; • j 

Your support of~e Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreci~ted. 

LMP/ria 

i I 
Sincerely yours, 

Don Oilman 
Mayor 
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cc: : Diana L. Zirul. K~nai Natives AssociatioiLlnc.._ --· ---- ....... ___ . . -·-··-
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 

August 11, 1995 

Mr. George T. Frampton, Jr. 

144 N. BINKLEY · SOLDOTNA, ALASKA •. 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262·1892 

Assistant Secretary for Fish & Wildlife 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
1849 C Street, NW, MS 3156 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Frampton: 

RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 

DON GILMAI' 
MAYOR 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels of land along the Kenai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and would urge the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels- Stephanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (1, 243 acres), and 
Moose River selected tract (753 acres)"'" will provide protection of invaluable salmon spawning 
grounds and lands important to the Kenai River Watershed. 

Protection of the Kenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska Acquisition of these three 
tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon with the habitat 
needed. 

Your support .ofthe Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~(~ 
Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association. Inc. 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
144 N. BINKLEY • SOLDOTNA, ALASKA •. 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892 

· DON GILMAN 
, : MAYOR . . ' 
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Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. ~~on: 
RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 

__ .. :r.. ;, ... · ·.·- ·_ :, '·. •,. '( . 
; '· ...... 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels ofland along the Kenai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and would urge the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels- Stephanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (1, 243 acres), and 
Moose River selected tract (753 acres)- will provide protection of invaluable ~almon spawning 
grounds and lands important to the Kenai River Watershed. 

Protection of the Kenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition of these three 
tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon with the habitat 
needed. 

Your support of the Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPit!. 
August 11, 1995 TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive . Director . 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 a Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT, INC. 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough Economic Development District, Inc. (EDD) 
finds this work of the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. consistent with our 
Overall Economic Development Pro~ram in taking prudent measures to 
make lands accessible to the general public, while recognizing the 
importance of salmon spawning grounds associated with the Kenai River. 

The three parcels which qualify for EVOS funding, the Stephanka tract (803 
acres), the Moose River patent tract (I ,243 acres), and the Moose River 
select tract (753 acres) would provide protection of a major public resource. 

I would urge the Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ _jtdffUJJIJ(~ 
Stanley R Steadman 
Executive Director 

SRS/sb 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association 
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
144 N. BINKLEY SOLDOTNA, ALASKA ·. 99669-7599 
BUSINESS (907) 262-4441 FAX (907)262-1892 

August 11, 1995 

Mr. George T. Frampton, Jr.· 
Assistant Secretary for Fish & Wildlife 
U.S. Department ofthe Interior 
1849 C Street, NW, MS 3156 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Frampton: 

RE: Kenai Natives Association, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 

DON GILMAt­
MAYOR 

The Kenai Peninsula Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange of three small 
parcels ofland along the Kenai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and would urge the 
Exxon Valdez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. 

The three parcels- Stephanka Tract (803 acres), Moose River patent tract (1, 243 acres), and 
Moose River selected tract (753 acres) ... will provide protection of invaluable salmon spawning 
grounds and lands important to the Kenai River Watershed. 

Protection of the Kenai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition of these three 
tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon with the habitat 
needed. 

Your support of the Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreciated. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~~ 
Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

cc: Diana L. Zirul, Kenai Natives Association. Inc. 



I 
; .. . 

I 

I. 
I 
I 
I 

I 

08-14-1995 11=47AM FROM PLANNING/ASSESSING* TO 14894819072767178 P.01 

i 
KENAI PENINSULA BOROUG~ 
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Augpst 11, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director . 
Exxbn Valdez Trustee Cotmcil 
645 G Street, Suite 401 ! 

. . . 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950!1-3451 
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Deat Ms. Mll!Sinnlon: 
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I Kenai Natives ~ciatiori, Inc. Small Parcel Acquisition 
I 

: I 

: The ~enai. Penins~la Borough has reviewed the proposed land exchange ~f ~hree small 
parcels of land along the ~enai River from the Kenai Natives Association, Inc. and wollld urge the 
Exxbn V~dez Trustees Council to support these exchanges. · ! 

• I I 

~ n:e three parcels -:Stephanka Tract (~03 acr~s), Moose ~ver ~atent tract (1, 244 acres). ~d 
Moose Rtver selected tl'aft (753 acres) - vvlll provtde protectlon of mvaluable ~almon spawrung 
gro~s and lands impo~t to the Kenai River Watershed. : I 

: I 
. Protection of the ~enai River fish habitat is important to Alaska. Acquisition 'of! these three 

tracts will provide necessary protection to assist in providing the Kenai River salmon With the habitat 
needed. : · / 

' I 
I 

Your support of~e Kenai River in creating and achieving a balance is appreci~ted. 
. I . I 

i . l 
i Sincerely yours, · 
I 

! 

Don Gilman 
Mayor 

LMP/ria 

• I 

MAYOR 

cc: i Diana L. Zirul, K+nai Natives Association_lnc__. --· ------··----
I 
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THE CONSERVATION FUND 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Molly, 

A. MEIKLEJOHN 
..,....,,.,. ... "' ... REPRESENTATIVE 

9850 HILAND ROAD 
RIVER, ALASKA 99577 

(907) 694-9060 
FAX (907) 694-9070 

··.:.'November 1, 1995 

I am writing to endorse acquisition by the EVOS Trustee Council of lands 
owned by the Kenai Natives Association (KNA) in the Small Parcel Habitat Protection 
Process. These lands within the Kenai National Wildlife Refuge are exposed to the 
intense development pressures common on the Kenai Peninsula. On a recent 
overflight, it was obvious that, unless protected, the Stephanka Tract will be 
overwhelmed by the small-lot subdivisions which now crowd the banks of the Kenai 
River immediately downstream. The recent spate of flooding provided more reasons 
why additional human "improvements" are inappropriate along the Kenai. 

In addition to the EVOS restoration values presented by these lands, the KNA 
properties are part of a negotiated 15,545 acre package. This package is widely 
supported by Alaska's congressional delegation, by conservationists, and by the Kenai 
Native community. This truly is a win-win-win proposition. 

I encourage your acquisition of the KNA lands in the EVOS Small Parcel 
Process. 

Re~tfully, /_...., 

a::~ ; A);;:;(t::~ 
Brad Meiklejohn U 

Partners in land and water conservation 
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Dear Secretary Babbitt: 
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We are writing to express our suppon for a land cxch:mgc/uc.:lJUi.sition package 
involving the Kenai Natives AssoeiaLioH Inc. (KNA) and the U.S. Fish auu Wildlife Service 
(FWS) ou lhe Kenai PP.ninsuln. Under the ~;ungressionally-mandatetl C}(changc:/acquisit ion 
package, KNA would rec:P.ive a combination t)f lands and handing from the FWS for land~ 
within the Kculli Nillional Wildlife l{cfUJ.:c.:. Tlr~.: package would pmvide KNA wilh a 
devdoiJablt: land lmse and tile limull;i<tl means tu pmsuc ccmaumic dcvdupmclll auivilies. 
The package would also :~ddress a long-standing inequity d:lling back to the 1970s. 

In terms or muural rcJ;unrce protection, the n~).!.ULiated package would protect hi~h­
value fish nnt.l wih.llifc hahitar in the refuge, improve: FWS refugt! management, promote: rh.e 
E:rxo11 Vdldet oil s1•il.l (EVOSl H'storation effort and help pro(ect snlmon spawning habitat on 
the Kenai River and assodatetl rrihul<lries, ;ts pi:lrt uf the ovemll Ktmai .River watershed. 

ln order to impl~:mcm the terms ur the packugc, we strongly recnmmem.l thnl the 
Deparlment secure the nct:c:-:;ary fumlmg for the :n::qui3iti1.m cumponenr of lhe package a:~ 

CXJWiilliously ;1!; pos~il•lt:. We s!lpJlorl tile usc of additional tlmus from rh~ federal restitution 
sclllemt:Jlf :1\: wdl as 1hc u~t: (lf dvil funds adminiswred by the i~>im l'ederal-st:~te EVOS 
T!liS!t•c· { 'ouncil to impkntt:lll the ICI'IIIS ul' Jltc pac.;k;~gc. 
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On Scph:mh!.!r 8, 1993, !he U.S. Fish aml Wildlife Service and KNA reached 
:•!~rrcm~:m on the cKchnngc amd acquisition packagt::. Funding am.l cnmplr.liun of this 
=•~!lt't'lll<.'llf h:1s hccn pcmliug since lhitl time. We also encourage you 10 (:onsider the usc of 
ntlwr fumlin~ source!!, including LWCI~, the North 1\meril;an Wetlands Conservation Fund as 
wr:ll :ts prh·alc .funding sources. 

t.:c: Ilonorable. Daniel R. Glickmntl 
Secrel:~ry, Department of Agriculture 

lllmor:1bfe James Uakct' 

_ L\JLA'.!kf 
--~ ·cscnlulivc G urge Miller 

H.ank.ing Minot il Member 
Hnt~sc lh::~oun;cli Couuniuee 

Administraror, National Oceanic 3nd Atmospheric Adminislla!iun 

1\·lull\' t-.lrf'allllllnll 

I~XtTIIIiVI' lliJn·tnl, 1·\11 tS TltiSh'l' { 'ollltl'il 





PARCEL KEN- IDDS 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 
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DEPARTMENTOFFISHAND GAME 

May 31, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

J 
It 
t 

I' 

I 
TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

P.O. BOX 25526 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-5526 
PHONE: {907) 465-4100 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game requests that two parcels be given 
special merit consideration in Phase II of the Comprehensive Habitat Protection 
Small Parcel Evaluation and Ranking. KEN 1006 (Girves property Kenai River) 
and KEN 1009 (Cooper property Ninilchik River) have unique management 
values and provide important restoration benefits for injured species and services. 

Girves Property: Located near mile 19 of the Kenai River, this 110-acre parcel 
is situated just outside the City of Soldotna across the river from two heavily used 
state recreation sites--Centennial Campground and Slikok Creek State Recreation 
Area. The parcel provides key habitat for injured and replacement species 
including chinook salmon, coho salmon, pink salmon, and Dolly Varden. High 
levels of trespass recreational use occur from sportfishermen who access the 
property by boat. Acquisition of the parcel would enhance recreation by 
providing additional public land for fishing and other recreational uses. At the 
same time, recreational amenities such as boardwalks and floating docks could be 
installed that would protect streambank vegetation for fish. 

Cooper Property: This 30-acre parcel is located on the Ninilchik River, 
approximately 'two miles upstream of the mouth. The Ninilchik River flows 
through the middle of the parcel and most of the property is classified as riparian 
habitat. Protecting riparian habitat benefits salmon and other fish that use this 
drainage, includmg pink salmon and Dolly Varden, two species that 

". ,l;j;\ 't. 
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were injured in the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Recreational sport fishing, which 
currently occurs in trespass on the parcel, would be protected and could easily be 
enhanced by providing better access to the river. 

Sincerely, 

77~//L ___ _ 
Frank Rue 
Commissioner 

cc: Ellen Fritts 
Lance Trasky 
MarkKuwada 
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NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
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DEPARTMENTOFFISHANDGAME 

May 31, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

TONYKNOWLE~GOVERNOR 

P.O. BOX 25526 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-5526 
PHONE: (907) 465-4100 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game requests that two parcels be given 
special merit consideration in Phase II of the Comprehensive Habitat Protection 
Small Parcel Evaluation and Ranking. KEN 1006 (Girves property Kenai River) 
and KEN 1009 (Cooper property Ninilchik River) have unique management 
values and provide important restoration benefits for injured species and services. 

Girves Property: Located near mile 19 of the Kenai River, this 11 0-acre parcel 
is situated just outside the City of Soldotna across the river from two heavily used 
state recreation sites--Centennial Campground and Slikok Creek State Recreation 
Area. The parcel provides key habitat for injured and replacement species 
including chinook salmon, coho salmon, pink salmon, and Dolly Varden. High 
levels of trespass recreational use occur from sportfishermen who access the 
property by boat. Acquisition of the parcel would enhance recreation by 
providing additional public land for fishing and other recreational uses. At the 
same time, recreational amenities such as boardwalks and floating docks could be 
installed that would protect streambank vegetation for fish. 

Cooper Property: This 30-acre parcel is located on the Ninilchik River, 
approximately 'two miles upstream of the mouth. The Ninilchik River flows 
through the middle of the parcel and most of the property is classified as riparian 
habitat. Protecting riparian habitat benefits salmon and other fish that use this 
drainage, including pink salmon and Dolly Varden, two species that 
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were injured in the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Recreational sport fishing, which 
currently occurs in trespass on the parcel, would be protected and could easily be 
enhanced by providing better access to the river. 

i:;df __ _ 
Frank Rue 
Commissioner 

cc: Ellen Fritts 
Lance Trasky 
Mark Kuwada 
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Martin Epstein 
Statewide Office of Land Management 
University of Alaska 
Butrovich Building, Suite 211 
910 Yukon Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99775 

:··' ., 

( 

March 1, 1995 

DJST. 

= 

P.O. Box 1353 
Valdez. AK 99686 

Phone: 907-835-4300 
Fax: 907.835.5679 

RECEIVED 
OFfiCE OF I.ANC M.AN.AGiMENT 

lOG# 

r~AR 

i :. __ 
Refeu:;u~c: Nominating University lands at Jack. Bay for purchase by the Oil Spill Trustee Council 

Dear Mr. Epstein. ..•·. 
" 

... 
The Alaska Wilderness Recreation arid Tourism Association (A WRTA) is requesting that the 

Univc:.r3ity of hl43k4 c.ou:..ll.!c;;t uv.uumr.Lln~ a 900 w.:rc par~.:ellit JliCk Bay for possible purcnase lly tlle 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. The land is adjacent to the Jack Bay State Marine Park, and 
the Division of State Parks is willing to be the agency sponsor so that the property can be considered for 
purchase by the Trustees under the small parcel acquisition process. 

This propeny contains important wildlife habitat for species that were hurt by the spill. Several 
of our members have provided the Oil Spill Trustees with biological survey information of the area. We 
belteve that the Oil Spill Trustees are interested in entering negotiatinn.!; with the University to 
purchase this parcel at fair market value. The University must nominate this parcel for consideration 
however, before the Oil Spill Trustees can enter into negotiations. 

The University has so far declined to nominate this ~00 ncre parceL rTcsumably this is because 
your office believes that the land is suitable for future development and greater profir. While the 
University's Jack'Bay·property may initially appear to hold promise for development. a closer 
look at the characteristics of the property and its recent history indicate that it may hold little 
promise for more profitable future development. We believe that when these factors are consid­
ered, the University may fmd that selling this land to the Oil Spill trustees is its "highest and best 
use". 

1) The physical characteristics of the property are not conducive to development or human 
habitation. 

The State proposed to subdivide this land in the early 80's as part of a large proposed residential devel­
opment on the south side of Jack Bay, but greatly reduced the scale of this project after initial field 
assessments showed the area to be poorly sui red for habitation. Steep, rugged terrain, shallow, saturated 
soils, and limited access were among the rc;;asons that the state eventually offered only twelve 7.0-<\cre 

' · .. 
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homesteads on the eastern portion of the original, niuch larger project area These homesteads have not 
be•n very "t;ucceccful, .. in the !Kin3o tha.t a. number of thom. won; retu:r:nod to tho ~tato At loAat onoc bc:.­

cause of inaccessibility, scarcity of cabin sites, high cost of surveying, and remoteness. Although 
scenic, the area is impractical for even recreational cabins. Most of the terrain consists. of steep slopes. 
ridges, and narrow stream valleys. As is typical for this region, the only flat. open areas are saturated 
muskeg bogs. . ... :·;:. 

Other relevant physical considerations identified in DNR's preliminary assessment included the 
followiug. The potential for erosion of cleared areas is high, and localized soil instability is a concern. 
Geological hazards identified in the assessment included risk of avalanche due to heavy snowfall, deep 
winr~r ~nowp::~r.lr.. and sr:eep dopes:; high winds, [with ~ttendant tree-throw and boo.t mooring risks]; o.nd 
high earthquake and tsunami hazard. 

Access to the property from the bay is problematic. To the comments made in the preliminary 
repon we would add from our own experience chat there are no protected mooring sites. and the least 
1!!-Xposed s:i'r:a$ occur inside the two inlew at the mour:h::. of Gregorooff anci LCv3ho.koff Crcck3. The 

intenidal zone in these inlets is quite broad with gently sloping muddy bottoms, and boars would have to 
be mooted a minimum of several hundred feet offshore to avoid stranding at low tide. Also, as dis­
cussed below. these inletS and the streams that empty into them contain the most productive and sensi~ 
tive wildlife habitat in the area. and it is likely that Army Corps ofEnginaers permits to construct docks 

to mokl;. other 11co..a:-~hv1~W .1.uuwfi~.;aliuu:s iulltcsc inlcLS would be dltllCUlt to oDtalll . 

. . . 
2) Strin~ent :z:oning and DEC regulations pose substantial obstacles to developin' this remote 
site. 

The University property is part of the area originally proposed for sub~ivision and subsequently rejected 
by DNR. About one-third of the parcel. including ~early all of the shoreline property.lies in.qide Valdez 
city limirs, although it is 15 miles by water from the actual city. The Valdez Planning Department has 
reiterated that all development inside city limits must conform to building, fl!e, electrical, plumbing, and 
zoning codes. These restrictions would create considerable difficulty for a developer in this remote site; 
it would also be inipo~sible for:the city to provide many services here. For this reason. tho city formally 
objected to DNR' s plans to develop any of the land that fell within city boundaries. Also, the Valdez 
subdivision code states that no lot line shall cross a municipal boundary, which limits potential lot 
layout. 

A preliminary site assessmc:m failcu lu .rmd soil conditions suitable for septic systems throughout 
the original DNR project area, including the University property. DEC will not permit outhouses or 
septic tanks here ; human waste treatment must be self contained, as with incendiary or composting 
toilets (the latter is not fea.c;.ihlP- 1n A rE'!c:TP.RrinnRl r.:~hi, rhnt ;,.,.,.7r>c) ~-.af'l' drinking '''!:lter •mpply is:: li.lt:ol~, 

to be a problem: the most probable water source!'~ would he neep anti r:n.dly w~llot i11 t'll!'!dt·• .. u:k. '-'t' rain 
urater catchment. Surfa.oe Wllter from 3trca.m.3 would have:; to be:; trc.aa:d l:.x:t.a.~c uf t!J.c J:JLcvalt:U<.;c uf 

wild mammals in the area. 
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3. The property contains and is adjacent to important wildlife habitat which may in~rfere 
with obtairiing necessary permits. 
Gregoreoff, Levshakoff, and the unnamed stream that lies between them are responsible for about 40% 
of the pink salmon that spawn in Jack Bay (a biannual average of 28,400 salmon, according to ADF&G 
records). The lower reaches of the streams, intertidal zone, and estuaries receive concentrated seasonal 
use by Bald Eagles, black bears, river otters. and harbor seals, as well as other species that rely on 
spawning salmon. Eagle nesting on the propeny is probable, given the abundance of young eagles near 
the streams during the summer. 

Harlequin Ducks use the estuaries to forage and rear their broods. An ADF&G Harlequin Duck 
study found three females nesting aloug 01·cgorcoff Creek in 1991, an unusually large number for a 
stream of this size. Both estuaries are us~d for brood rearing and foraging, and the ducks are frequently 
concentrated while resting on intertidal rocks here. A severe decline in Harlequin Duck reproductive 
success coinciding with the Exxon Valdez oil spill has caused ADF&G and the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service to be particularly concerned about potential impacts to this duck's habitat. Due to more perva- · 
sive and long term declino:J, chia 3pceic3 mo.y be ad.dcd to th~ "tbrcAteucd, spcc.ie.s l.i.sr bcfv.&e lvu~. 
Human activities have been documented to have detrimental effeccs on this shy species during the brood 
rearing stage. 

In the early 80,s ADF&G repeatedly objected to DNR's plans to subdivide land on the south side 
of Jack Bay because of the important wildlife habitat found there. Now, following extensive damage to 
cenaln species and their habitats resulting from the oil spill, regulatory agencies are even more critical 
of compromises to shore-line habitats. Alteration of the intertidal, beach, or riparian areas requires an 
Army Corps of Engineers wetland permit; Fish and Wildlife Service and ADF&G are likely to be ~ 

critical of alterations to this sensitive habitat because of concentrated salmon, eagle, Harlequin Duck, 
and bear use of these small areas. 

4. A WRTA 's Interest in this land: A WRTA represents recreational users and tourism businesses. 
Ja.ck Boy is important to a number of Jecteatic:mal users and tourism companies including recreational 
and commercial sport fishing. kayaldng/camping, and tour boat operators. The mouth of Jack Bay is 
used extensively by sport fishermen and charter boat operators. A study by the Prince William Sound 
Aquoculrurc Association found that fishen11en enjoyed Lhe scenic and aesthetic qualities of their trips as 
much as catching fish. Loss of scenic quality could adversely affect the popularity of Valdez as a charter 
sport fishing destination or reduce the rates chaner boat operators could charge. The Jack Bay State 
Marine Park artTac:rs vi~irnr~; Ar.ldirion of the Un.hreraity L~d to tha State MQ.:cine Park would provide 
room for expansion of a trails and tent camping system to accommodate increased recreational and 
tourism use. Some 40 percent of all visitors to Prince William Sound pass through the Valdez Narrows 
~eross the .mouth of lack Bay. The property inolude:J 4 mllo;3 of 3h~rclinc ~d adjA.-;cnt uplAO.d.s rh<lt is 
highly vi:siblc from pa.sslng tOUl. uvo11~ w .. ul :spon fisll.ing boaa:s. Restdentlal or commerc~al development 
or timber harvest here is likely to detract from the impressive vista. 

A \VRTA has an interest: iu u1aiutalning the natural beauty of principal tourist attractions in the 
state. since the health of the tourism industry is directly affected by visitors• impressions. IL should 
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come as no surprise that we would prefer to see this land become part of the Jack Bay State Marine Park 
than to be developed. However, we also believe that the University is likely to profit by reconsidering 
their option to make this land available for purchase by the Trustees. There are several considerations 
that are likely to limit the potential for revenue generation from this property. We offer the following 
information in the hope that it will encourage your office to investigate this property and your option to 
sell it. 

In addition to our own familiarity with Jack Bay, we have done a bit of research on the adjacent 
State homestead disposal area. which w::t~ originAlly inrP.nrled. r" indw3e the bmd that ha£ ii:nce been 
deeded to the University. Our information comes from the following sources, available in the Jack Bay 
Project flies in the Anchorage DNR Public Lands Office: Jack Bay Subdivision GSC 497 Step 1 Evalua· 
tion Report (OceanTech); DNR Division of Land and Water Management proposed Jack Bay home­
stead/subdivision conveyance .. Prelim.inary'Decision:• "Final Finding," and attached documents. We 
have also spaken with a number of ADF&ct ::ann TTSFkWS hinlngi,;:.r.c s.nt)nr urildlifl!' issues. in addition 
to reviewiml comments made by ADF&G in the ahove nncumAnr~ 

In conclusion, while the property is relatively close to Valdez and attractive from a distance, 
realistic opportunities for development are probably rather limited by the physical features .of the land 
it~lf. itl' lnr:J:~tinn. ~nil IV'litil""!'21 l""f.\1'\CI!-nu:. If the lAnd i.l'l nomino.ted l:,y the Univ~nsi~, it coo:m.olil~ly tho.t 

the Trustees will seriously consider purcha~ing it: as well ~s mP.ririne r:nn$i:P.TV"tit)n from a biological 
iSta:nQ~)Oli. u. it is also adjacent to the ex.istini Jack Bay ~tate Marine P;!rlc'. ~nn thP. gP.nP.rnl Arl'!s. •~r.~ives 
considerable recreational use by the public. 

The University may very well fmd that sellimz this land to the Oil Spill Trustees is the best economic ns~ 
for this land. You probably do not need to be reminded that this is likely [0 be the only opportunity the 
Scate has to make such an offer, and that the deadline for nominations is approaching quickly. 

We hope that you fmd this information useful, and that you keep your options open by nominating this 
parcel to the Oil Spill Trustees. 

Sincerely, 

~"?/.~ 
Nancy R. Lethcoe, President 
Jim and Nancy Lethcoe, Alaskan Wilderness Sailing Safaris 
Sran and Mary Helen Stephens, Stan Stephens' Charters 
Kevin Hufford, Prince William Sound Express 
David Lindeau. Dave's Marine 
Tun Heston, Seaview Charters 
Ed Davis, recreational user 
Bill Copeland, Donna Lane. Raven Charters 



28 March, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

I am writing to provide your office with some background 
information about a parcel of land in Jack Bay that has been 
nominated for the small parcel acquisition process by the 
University of Alaska. I own land in the nearby state 
homestead disposal and have an interest in the continued 
ecological health of the area. Although the University does 
not appear to have plans for this land at the present time, 
residential development or timber harvest is likely to be 
their preferred option at some time in the future. 

The following comments are based on field notes and 
recollections from 5 visits I have made to the area since 
1991, as well as information gleaned from various referenced 
sources. I should mention that I have a M.S. in biology with 
research experience in avian ecology; my interest in the local 
fauna is, therefore, more focused than in might otherwise be. 

The University owns ± 940 acres, with roughly 4.5 miles 
of shore line, between Tongue Point and the state homestead 
disposal area (see attached plat map). The shore line 
includes boulder-strewn and low cliffy areas, beaches with 
beachgrass, and fairly extensive intertidal mudflats with 
mussel beds. Three streams with substantial pink salmon runs 
terminate on the property. Large, dense seagrass beds occur 
in the estuary at the mouth of Gregoreoff (and, as I recall, 
also Levshakoff) Creek. Upland habitats include old growth 
spruce-hemlock forest on gentle to steep slopes with muskeg on 
terraces. 

I have been repeatedly impressed by the diversity and 
abundance of wildlife occuring on and adjacent to the 
University land (relative to nearby areas in eastern Prince 
William Sound), due primarily to the presence of the three 
pink and chum salmon spawning streams, the broad intertidal 
zone, and the estuaries. Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks are 
responsible for about 40% of the pink salmon that spawn in 
Jack Bay, according to long term ADF&G records (see below). 
The lower reaches of the streams, the intertidal zone, and the 
estuaries that occupy the inlets beyond the stream mouths are 
areas of concentrated seasonal use by a variety of species 
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that depend on the influx of energy and nutrients during the 
spawning season. 

I am concerned that residential development (or even 
substantial increases in the level of recreational use) of 
these inlets is likely to have a marked negative impact on use 
of these areas by wildlife. Because of the high biological 
importance of these localized areas, impacts caused by habitat 
alteration or human disturbance here could extend well beyond 
the small geographic area affected. I mention these 
considerations~ which are no doubt much more familiar to your 
staff than to myself, to point out 1) the local or even 
regional significance and scarcity of these and similar "key" 
habitat areas, and 2) the importance of managing the estuaries 
(if they should end up as part of the nearby Jack Bay State 
Marine Park) to minimize disturbance. 

Wildlife species listed as "Injured resources" in the 
small parcel nomination materials that I have observed on the 
University property or adjacent intertidal or estuarine areas 
include the following: 

1) Pink Salmon. Long-term ADF&G records show an average 
biannual escapement of 28,400 salmon for Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks combined (Wayne Donaldson, ADF&G, pers. 
comm.). The small stream that lies between them has a smaller 
run. A number of Chum salmon spawn in Gregoreoff Creek, as 
well. 

2) Dolly Varden. Dolly Varden are present in Gregoreoff 
Creek. I have seen a school of about 20 spawning Dolly Varden 
several hundred yards upstream from the terminus, and small 
numbers occur above the short waterfall. 

3) Bald Eagle. During the spawning season, eagles are often 
abundant near the streams. In mid July, 1992, I counted over 
40 adult and immature eagles during a brief boat ride between 
Gregoreoff Creek and the State Marine Park, less than two 
miles away. In early July, 1994, Eva Saulitis and John Lyle 
counted 20 eagles in Gregoreoff Creek inlet. Although I have 
not observed nesting on the University property, it is not 
unlikely that eagles do nest here: there is ample suitable 
nesting habitat in the 4.5 miles of coastline, and recently 
fledged young of the year forage for salmon on Gregoreoff 
Creek in late summer. 

4) Black Oystercatcher. I have observed pairs and (family?) 
groups of 3-4 oystercatchers foraging in mussel beds in the 
intertidal zone·near Gregoreoff Creek, and along the rocky 
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shoreline between Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks. They may 
nest on the nearby islands in Jack Bay State Marine Park. 

5) Harlequin Duck. Fairly large numbers of Harlequins 
frequently forage in Gregoreoff Creek inlet and rest on 
intertidal rocks there. For example, in June of 1992 I 
repeatedly observed from 5 to more than 10 ducks here; and on 
6 June, 1994, I saw 16 Harlequins loafing on these rocks. I 
have spoken with Sam Patton and Dave Crowley, who conducted an 
ADF&G Harlequin Duck study that included Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks. In 1991, Gregoreoff Creek supported 3 
breeding females; two nests were found, giving this stream the 
highest nesting density of all 23 streams included in the 
survey. No breeding activity was detected,on Levshakoff 
Creek, but the estuary was identified as an important foraging 
and resting area. According to Dave, increased human or boat 
traffic in these small inlets is likely to displace this 
breeding population of Harlequin Ducks. 

6) Harbor seal. Seals are often present in small numbers in 
Gregoreoff Creek inlet during the spawning season. Although I 
have never seen more than two seals at one time here, the 
frequency with which I see them suggests that this may be an 
important foraging area. 

7) River Otter. Otters seem to be common in and near 
Gregoreoff Creek inlet. I have seen one or more otters on 
three or four occasions since 1991, and their sign is quite 
common on the shore. 

"Injured services" provided by the University property 
include a variety of recreational uses. Sport fishermen, 
pleasure boaters, bear hunters, and kayakers use this area 
frequently. 

During the early 1980's ADF&G repeatedly voiced their 
concerns about residential development of State land in Jack 
Bay (which included the land currently owned by the 
University) due to impacts on wildlife habitat and recreation. 
The following is an excerpt from a letter in DNR's Jack Bay 
Homestead Project files. 

We object to this disposal because it is highly 
productive black bear and mountain goat habitat 
and supports considerable recreational hunting. 
The major streams are also significant pink and 
chum salmon spawning streams and contribute to one 
of the most important salt water sport fisheries 
in the Valdez area. Frequent herring spawning 
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also occurs along the intertidal beaches in the 
southwestern corner of the disposal area. The 
Chugach Regional Study recommended that the salmon 
streams, wildlife habitat and high public use 
areas be avoided [for development]. 1 

(Black bear density does seem to be quite high in the area, 
and I saw a female with five. young at the mouth of Gregoreoff 
Creek in September 1994.) 

Archeological Resources. Chugach Natives 1 Inc. filed an 
application for cemetery and historical site recognition for two 
locations on the University parcel: the tip of the small 
peninsula that projects northward between Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks, and a larger area that encompasses al.l of 
Gregoreoff Creek inlet. This occurred in the early 1980's when 
the state was attempting to include this parcel in the Jack Bay 
homestead disposal. I am attaching a map from DNR files that 
depicts these areas (proposed land conveyance AS 38.05.035 (a) 
(14)). 

I hope that you will find these comments useful. If you 
have any questions about this material, or if I can be of further 
assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me. Thank you for 
your efforts to mitigate oil spill damage in the Sound. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Jon Miller 
2630 Home Run 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
(907) 479-5629 

·r.s. s A.A)v..Q_ .QA.I\J..o~l ~fOL pii-0./.c.r-~lt-a._ 'I--IJ ~::.k.-£~ 

u;l~ C\.-IA4J :;,iu_-u.12,~ /L7...6cJd.s 

1 From a letter to Margaret Hayes, Southcentral District 
Manager, DNR Division of Land and Water Management, from ADF&G, 
October 26, 1983. 
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
March 28, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

mi~=~D~~[Q) 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

The Valdez City Council recently took action to support the 
purchase of University of Alaska land in the Jack Bay area by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council. 

A portion of this University of Alaska property is located within 
the Valdez city limits. This property has very little 
developmental potential in that it will not support residential 
use, be it permanent or recreational in nature. The property has 
very little timber value. 

The property has high scenic value. The property is located at the 
entrance of Jack Bay and is visible from the Valdez Narrows in 
which cruise ships travel. The State of Alaska already maintains 
a marine park in Jack Bay and the purchase of the University of 
Alaska property could be a fine addition to this State Marine Park. 

The city of Valdez, through its City Council, has gone on record as 
supporting the purchase of this property by the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council. I hope that you will honor the City's 
request in negotiating with the University of Alaska Statewide 
Office of Land Management for the purchase of this property. 

Sincerely, 

!!(~or 
City of Valdez 

cc: Martin Epstein, Statewide Office of Land Management 

4f51Jackbay. 328 

P.O. BOX 307 • VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686 
TELEPHONE (907) 835-4313 • TELEX 25-381 • TELECOPIER (907) 835-2992 



Ms. Molly McCammon 

EXXON VAlDEZ OIL SPILL· 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 lfG II Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

David W. Crowley 
1580 Alpine Vista Ct 

Fairbanks, AK 99712 
April 4, 1992 

I understand that the UniverSity of Alaska has recently nominated for purchase 
the land encompassing Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks of Jack Bay in Prince 
Will1.am Sound. I was consulted by an associate, Mr. Jon Miller, for information 
pertaining to use of the area by Harlequin ducks and would like to provide you 
With the same. I conducted research on Harlequins for the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game in eastern Prince Will1.am Sound for 3 summers and wrote my 
master•s thesis on the subject. I am not currently employed by ADFG and am 
writing as an informed advocate rather than an official. 

We surveyed Jack Bay 2- 3 times per summer from 1991- 1993 and monitored 
Gregoreoff Creek (ASC# 221-50-11230) and Levshakoff (221-40-11212) for 
Harlequin activity using mist nets. We captured 3 breeding hens in 1991 and 1 
non-breec:iing hen in 1992 on Gregoreoff, but did not detect breeding activity on 
Levshakoff. We observed 2 Harlequin broods near the mouth of Gregoreoff in 
1991, none in 1992 and 1 ;in 1993. We also saw a single brood near the relatively 
turbid Naomoff River (ASC# 221-50-11231) at theSE end of Jack Bay in 1993. 
Vlasoff Creek, a heavily silted stream located NE across Jack Bay from 
Gregoreoff, had no observed Harlequin activity. 

Although Levshakoff Creek itself was probably not of adequate size for nesting, 
the intertidal area near its outlet was quite important for foraging prior to 
breeding. The total numbers of Harlequin ducks counted in the entire Jack Bay 
during spring surveys were 28 in 1991 and 17 in 1992. Of those, 27 and 14 
Harlequins (respectively), including 17 pairs were observed roosting and 
foraging in the intertidal estuary of Levshakoff Creek. The remaining 4 
Harlequins counted in Jack Bay were near Gregoreoff Creek. 

We located 2 Harlequin nests on Gregoreoff Creek in 1991, giving it the highest 
linear breeding hen density of the 23 streams that we trapped. One nest was 
located approximately 0. 6 km upstream at an elevation of 50 m, the other was 
about 1. 5 km upstream and 120 m elevation, both within 2 meters of the stream. 

Although low numbers (5-7) of Harlequins were observed near both Gregoreoff 
and Levshakoff Creeks during July molting surveys (particularly on the emergent 
rocks in western Levshakoff Cove) neither area was conSistently used by molting 
flocks. Molting habitat tended to be along more exposed coastline and less 
disturbed by boat traffic than what is available in the protected coves. We often 
saw recreational boats moored in or near the coves, particularly on weekends. I 
think that most Harlequins in the area molted from Rocky Point south toward 
Black Point, and along western Bligh, Busby and Reef Islands. 



Harlequin ducks occur in Prince William Sound in a patchy disb:ibution, reflecting 
their.preference for shallow sloping intertidal areas that are strewn with boulders 
for roosting and rich in invertebrate prey. The coves into which Gregoreoff and 
Levshakoff Creeks flow is such a patch. They have extensive intertidal and 
estuarine areas, and because of their proximity to Valdez Arm, are possibly 
subject to nub:ient deposition from tidal currents. The next closest concentration 
of breeding Harlequins is approximately 11 km to the west in Sawmill Bay. The 
next nearest flocks were about 10 km south on the offshore rocks of just north of 
Galena Bay. 

From my experience in working in Harlequin habitat along streams and estuaries 
(i.e., creating disturbance) and in observing avoidance behavior of Harlequins 
towards people camping near intertidal habitat, I have no doubt that development 
of the area around Gregoreoff and Levshakoff Creeks will largely displace 
breeding Harlequins. This would not likely have a measurable effect on the 
Sound-wide population of Harlequin ducks. Because Harlequins exhibit low 
productivity and fidelity to breeding and molting areas, however, it probably 
would affect productivity in the region of Valdez Arm, as displaced ducks attempt 
to breed elsewhere. It has been documented in other species of philopatric sea 
duck that females attempting to nest in new locations are less productive than 
those nesting in sites from previous seasons. I believe that this area in Jack Bay 
shOuld be acquired and managed for Harlequins both to maintain the local 
population and to potentially contribute to the restoration of Harlequin ducks in 
the oil spill area through colonization by subadults. 

A management plan for Harlequin ducks in Jack Bay should include 2 objectives: 
protection of breeding habitat, and limiting disturbance by human activity along 
streams and estuaries during the breeding season. Stream-side buffers of about 
50 meters should be maintained along the b:ibutaries and main channels to protect 
structural characteristics of the vegetation, provide visual isolation and protect 
aquatic habitat from siltation. Camps set up by bear hunters, boaters and 
fisherman should be away from stream banks and estuaries (75- 100m) to 
minimize disturbance to foraging and brood-rearing habitat. Residential or 
commercial development and heavy recreational activity could not occur within the 
area, as they would cause both habitat degradation and disturbance. Limited 
recreational use of the area, such as hiking, kayaking and hunting would 
probably not disrupt the breeding and brood-rearing periods. 

I hope this information is useful to you. Please feel free to call me at 457-8000 if 
you have any questions. 

Sincerely, rrJ ~ ru' 
David W. Crowley 

2 



- ' 

Alaska 
Wilderness 
Recr~atiol).& 
Tourism ·"f» 
Assdciation 

::c:::ccc::::::::::: ;c::;:: : :::::::::ce::ecc: 
&,ta/nllble recrelllloll .,,d l()uf0m for a qUl!ltcy /t.!ure 

To: Molly McCammon, PAG Group 
From: Nancy R. Lethcoe 
Date: Aprill4, 1995 

r-.t:J.L 

P.o. Box 1353 
Valdez, AK 99686 

Phone: 907-83!5-4300 
Fax: 907.835.5679 

I am sorry I am not able to attend the April20-21 meeting, but I must be in Fairbanks for a promorional 
show for our business. I look forward to joining you at the June 13-14 meeting- unless we receive so 
many bookings I am unable to get away. 

I have concerns about three small parcels I wish to bring to your atremion: 

1. The University of Alaska has two land parcels adjacent to the Valdez Duck Flats. The Forest Service 
agreed to sponsor one parcel which is the site of its Valdez information center. The other, adjacent 
parcel, was not sponsored. I did not realize that this area was t\vo separate parcels until quite recently 
and have been trying to identify why the Forest Service did not sponsor both parcels (please see attached 
letter to Phil Janik). 

The US Fish and Wildlife Service lists the Valdez Duck Flats as an Area of National Significance, 
because Hudson ian God wits nest here. The unsponsored parcel is a significant portion of the Valdez 
Duck Flats viewshed for the Information Center, but more importantly, the alder shrublands and 
saltmarsh extending out to the mudflats are important habitat for microtines, river otter, weasel, numer­
ous nesting birds, and a rich mudflats flora and fauna. This is an important staging area for shorebirds 
during the spring and fall migrations. Bald eagles perch on the dead limbs of the cottonwoods while 
feeding in the area. The spruce forests (on inner point on southern boundary) are thought to be nesting 
sites for marbled murrelets which are seen in the Duck Flats area. Harbor seals and Steller Sea lions feed 
in the adjacent mudflats at high ride and haul out on the rocky islets. Some years, in the winter large 
flocks of common murres move into this area to feed. Sea otters feed in this area year round. The AT 
Transient Pod of Killer Whales and others have been spotted in Port Valdez and may be feeding on the 
animals that feed in the Duck Flats. Some of the area may be used as a nursery for out-migrating salmon 
fry and as a milling area for spawning salmon. I am told that some local residents gather eggs for subsis­
tence use in this area. 

According to Martin Epstein, the University of Alaska is a willing seller, although they also have some­
one who wants to purchase the land for an RV park. Construction of an RV park here would not only 
destroy this biologically rich parcel and adversely affect the adjacent mudflats, but it would also have a 
significant impact on the visual quality and wildlife viewing opportunities for local residents and other 
tourists. Currently, at least 200,000 visitors pass this area annually. The Forest Service estimates that 
80,000-120,000 stop at their interpretive center. Local businesses conduct wildlife watching trips by 
kayak trips in the area. Valdez AWRTA members and local residents would like ro see wildlife viewing 
and interpretive areas constructed- perhaps across the highway in conjunction with the City's Gazebo. 



AWRTA. P.O. BoK 1353, Valdez, AK 99686 p. 2 
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We are most concerned about the loss of habitat and oppormnities to view wildlife dependent 1.1p011 that 
habitat. 

2. The second parcel is at Jack Bay. Please see my attached letter ro Martin Epstein. This parcel is very 
important to local recreational users, AWRTA business members, and the cmise/tourboat industry. We 
strongly support purchasing and adding it to the Jack Bay Marine Park. We would hope to see the 
habitat protected, while perhaps adding some amenities to the area, such as trails, mooring buoys, and 
tent camping sites. The area is viewed by all tourboat and cruiseship passengers entering and leaving 
Port Valdez. Logging would impact the visual quality. The old growth forest provides nesting, shelter, 
and perch sites for numerous birds. We do not know if any marbled murrelets nest in the area, but river 
otter, weasel, and mink are known to occur. Offshore, sea otters, harbor seals, Steller sea lions and killer 
whales use the adjacent waters. The site also has intertidal zone values. 

3. I have received a fax from Michael McBride of Kachemak Bay Wilderness Lodge describing the Fox 
Island Small Parcel. I would like to sugges£ that this site be reviewed for possible purchase and inclusion 
in the Kachemak Bay State Park. 

Sincerely, 

?7/.~ 
Nancy R. Lethcoe 
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PARCEL KEN- 1011 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 
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PARCEL KEN- \OtiA 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 





PARCEL KAP- lOt~ 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 





PARCEL KEN- 1013 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 
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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture 

Forest 
Service 

Alaska Region P.O. Box 21628 
Juneau, AK 99802-1628 

File Code: 1590 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear#~ 

Date: MAY 2 5 1995 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPilt 
U.STEE COUNCil. 

We would like to request that the Grouse Lake (KEN 1014) nominated by 
owner Dean Anderson during the secondary of the comprehensive Small 
Parcel Habitat Evaluation and Ranking Process be placed in the category of 
"Parcels Meriting Special Consideration". 

This parcel was evaluated by the Habitat Work Group and received a score of 18 
placing it just below the minimum score of 20 for a moderate restoration value 
ranking. This borders Grouse Lake and Creek and is contiguous with the 
Chugach National Forest. It can be easily incorporated into existing 
management and will enhance public access to recreational opportunities 
as it is within about 5 miles of Seward. It also provides habitat for sockeye 
and pink salmon, and Dolly Varden char. Thus, we feel that this parcel has 
unique characteristics which will provide for the restoration of injured 
resources and associated services. 

In reference to another parcel (PWS 1010) Jack Bay, we are also interested in 
requesting special merit status. We have coordinated a recommendation 
submitted by Alaska Department of Natural Resources to initiate special merit 
status dated May 22nd. The Forest Service is also interested in incorporating 
this parcel into National Forest Management for the restoration of injured 
resources and associated services. 

We appreciate your consideration of these parcels and should you require 
additional information, please contact Dave Gibbons. 

Regional Forester 

Caring for the Land and Serving People 

Printed on Recycled Paper •#f!t;.J 
FS-6200-28b (12/93) ,_ 
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MEMORANDUM 
artment of Natural Resources 

TO: Art Weiner 

FROM: 

Natural Resource Manager II 

Ron Crens~\1\-­
Project Manager 
Marine Recreation Project 

State of Alaska 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Rec. 

DATE: March 29, 1995 

TELEPHONE NO: 762M2619 
FAX NO: 762-2535 

SUBJECT: McCracken Parcel 
Small Parcel 
Acquisition 

JUSTIFICATION FOR SPONSORING THE McCRACKEN PARCEL. 

The parcel is strategically located a mile south of Seward at Lowell Point. Other than the 
beaches and harbor in downtown Seward, there is no other public access to Resurrection Bay 
waters. If this parcel is purchased, it would provide the only other road based access to the 
ocean. Many people trespass on this private beach to launch kayaks and small boats, camp, 
and to study the intertidal life in the tidepools. These are the only road accessible tidepools in 
Resurrection Bay. This beach and subsurface land is owned by McCracken. 

parcel is also used by the public to access the western coastline of Resurrection Bay and 
--- ............ v"' Head State Recreation Area. A trail crosses the parcel on an existing right of way. 
There have been several conflicts in the past between the trail users and the land owner. Trail 
users park on city owned land next to the sewer treatment plant down the road. There is a 
chance that this trailhead parking may not be available in the future as the city expands their 
facilities. The McCracken parcel would allow a small trailhead and parking area to be 
constructed. 

The habitat values are high. The parcel includes intertidal and subtidal resources that were 
injured by the spill in other areas. This beach was not oiled by the spill. There are several 
tidepool areas that hold a diversity of invertebrates. The beach composition changes three 
times from rock cliffs, to fractured rocks and mix intermediate size stone, to a smooth pebble 
beach. 

Salmon returning to spawn pass through the waters just off the beach. Bald eagles can be 
seen roosting in the spruce near the shore and watching for salmon during the summer. The 
upland of this parcel is comprised mostly· of mature spruce forest. There is one area that was 
once excavated but is now a dry lagoon that floods at occasional extreme tides and storm 
surges. 

A private house and other small structures are located in the center of this parcel. These 
structures would be efficiently used to help park staff manage this parcel and Caines Head 

Recreation Area. 
\ 

1 



Point receives heavy visitation throughout the summer, with a continual stream of 
tourists driving the dirt road next to this parcel. The traffic and desired use of this parcel's 
beach is expected to substantially increase once the Seward Sea Life Center is built. If 
purchased, the public will legally be allowed to use the beach on this parcel. 

There is an imminent threat of this parcel being developed this summer in a way that may be 
detrimental to the resources. Public use of the beaches and overland trail to Caines Head 
State Recreation Area could be adversely affected. Mr. McCracken has already taken steps to 
engineer plans for private recreational developments on this parcel even before we contacted 
him. He is preparing to go to bid on land clearing and the developments of cabins and camp 
areas. These developments may physically close off public beach access. The intended date of 
construction is in June or July of this summer. 

2 



MAY 02 '95 04:22 PH Page 

Dear Molly McCammon, 

I am a teacher and a parent at Homestead School in Eagle River. For 
the last 8 years I have taught a unit on tide pools. As a culminating 
finale, I invited the students of Homestead and their families to join me 
at Lowell point in the Spring at low tide. We have grown from 7 5 people 
the first year to more than 300 the last few years. Rangers from the 
Kenai Fjords and the State Parks have mel us and helped us in our 
discoveries. The K.M. Rae building opens to show us movies and the fish 
tanks. It has been a wonderful experience, as well as educational. 

I am asking that your board approve the purchase of Lowell point for 
the use of all. I've been to other states where there is no public access to 
beaches or access is limited. Please preserve this tide pool area. We 
haven't found another like it in 8 years. 

Sincerely, 

Roxann Kopischke 
17424 Meadow Creek 
Eagle River, Alaska 

99577 



HAY 02 '95 04:B2 PH Poge 

5-2-9 5 

Dear Mary McCammon: 

I am a parent and a teacher at Homestead Elementary School. 
For many years our family and our school have enjoyed learning 
about Alaska's tide pools and being responsible observers of 
nature. 

I would like to stress my concern that the Lowell point area be 
purchased for everyone's use and not just a select few. I 
believe having a recreation area for all use- will increase the 
education of Alaskan's and visitors of the wonderful wildlife we 
have and need to protect. 

Please consider our wishes and our state's need for places like 
Lowell point. If they are all bought up commercially or by 
private owners where else can we go to explore and learn about 
the wildlife in our tide pools? 

Sincerely, 

i:Ju.A~·· 
G~f,e'-t: Boyer 

1 800 1 Baran off 
Eagle River9 AK 99577 
907 -694-? 1 ?.l 



THE REIDS 

19005 Chichagof Loop 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

May 6, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director, Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

E){ vo~: !/~I ">~"1 ').. r-.,. .. I 
fl. ~~ 'i f:Ltit:£. l, l L \:II' I r.,. 

TRUSTEE COLINClL 

I have two children who are students at Homestead Elementary School in Eagle River. 
The school has sponsored family field trips to Seward once a year during a low tide for 
the last 8 years. Participation in this activity has grown to 300 people last year and at 
least that number are expected to take advantage of this opportunity again this year. 

Access to the tidal area has been provided by James McCracken. However, we have 
learned that Mr. McCracken is selling his property. It is our understanding that the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council is considering the purchase of Mr. McCracken's 
property to allow public access to the tidal area at Lowell Point. If this purchase is not 
made by the Council the land will most likely become unaccessible to the public for 
scientific and educational studies. 

I consider this acquisition to be an excellent opportunity for the State of Alaska and 
especially for the school children who benefit greatly from the hands-on learning 
experience of easy access to the tide pools. 

Even if the Alaska Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation does not have the funding 
to fully administer the site at this time, we would like you to take into consideration the 
fact that this is a good opportunity to acquire the land base for future generations. 
Additional benefits will be gained by the fact that this parcel is easily accessible by the 
residents of Alaska and our visitors, unlike other acquisitions by the Trustee Council (for 
example the remote locations of Kodiak Island and Prince William Sound). 

Sincerely, 

Jane Reid 

~------.. 
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Dear Molly McCammon, 
My name is Zachary Hill. I am a 

six grade student at Homestead Elementary. 
For the past 8 years our school has had a 
Seward 11 SEA WEEK" on Mr.McCraken's 
property. Now Mr.McCracken is selling his 
property! If the state does not buy this 
property and turn it into an outdoor 
recreation center, our school well no 
longer be able to experience the tide 
pools and beauty of Seward every one has 
enjoyed. Mr.McCracken is selling his 
property for $495,000. It would mean a lot 
to the students, parents, and P.T.A. if 
you would purchase these 20 acres. Thank 
you for your time. 

Sincerely, 
Zachary Hill 
·j-tJ.diJ)Jt·Lf -'l~ !Jf ( ~, (!.c.u 

u 

/0(:20 &lfJNDLAI( ST. 
EA~LE /(IVf:R.,AK 91577 



f!LPIN.f_EHYSICAL THER. TEL No.9076940754 

May 10, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

11132 Placer Circle 
Eagle River 

Alaska, 99577 

May 10.95 17:26 No.004 P.02 
Ke.k.J • 10~5 

As a parent of two children who attend Homestead Elementary 
School, I am writing to encourage you to consider the purchase of 
Mr. McCracken's land at Lowell Point in Seward. 

Over the past 8 years students, parents and teachers have gone to 
Lowell in May for 11 Sea Week". My family have attended on several 
occasions and have found it to be a very valuable experience as 
we learn about life in the tide pools. If the State does not 
purchase the land, which I understand the Alaska Division of 
Parks and Outdoor Recreation has agreed to manage, this unique 
experience will be lost to us. 

I believe that obtaining this land will be very beneficial to the 
State and ask that it may be given serious consideration. 

Sincerely, 

~-L.Ct-.(2~&---
Jean McCarthy 
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From the desk of. ... 

Marc Swanson 
PO Box 748 

---------····--·-- -

[R1 ~©~OW~ [Q) 
Seward, Alaska 99664 

MAY 1 8 19~5 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL (907) 224-7349 

Eric Myers 
Director of Operations 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Mr. Myers, 

Thank you for sending me information regarding the small land acquisition 
information on the Lowell Point (Seward, AK) and Ellamar land holdings 
(Prince William Sound). I am very acquainted with both and would like to 
address each separately. 

Lowell Point Land Acquisition 

The land which is currently being considered for acquisition is multi-faceted. 
First, it represents an ecosystem which is unique to Seward. Despite being bu.ilt 
on the edge of Resurrection Bay, Seward's waterfront is neither diverse nor 
especially captivating from a tidepool point of view. Typically Seward's beaches 
are loose, sharp edged cobble of shale. Because of the wave action and loose 
substrate, intertidal animals and 'grungies' are unable to develop a foothold. 

In contrast, the land at Lowell Point offers two distinct (and unique to Seward 
area) tidal lands. First. a sand beach lies in front of the land being considered. 
Though free of tide pools, residents and visitors fish on this beach since king, 
silver, and pink salmon tend to school in this bite while waiting to go to the head 
of the bay. Secondly, a sheltered rock embankment and tidal area lies to the west 
of the Lowell Point land. Students and visitors often come to this area to observe 
the intertidal organisms. Access to this tidal area provides a wonderful 
educational opportunity to observe these tidal pools. As a teacher I especially 
appreciate access to this ecosystem for students to better understand the ocean 
which they live next to. 

In addition to biological and educational considerations, Lowell Point has, in 
the past, provided recreational access beyond the 'end of the road.' First, kayakers 
use this strip of beach as a staging ground for trips into Kenai Fjords National 
Park. It's wide strip of beach and it's distance from motorized boat launches 
provide an ideal place for kayaks to gear up and launch into the semi-protected 
waters of the bay. Hikers also would benefit from this land acquisition. The 
trailhead to Caines Head Recreational Area (one of the finer hikes in the Kenai 



Fjords National Park) begins near this point at the community sewage lagoon. 
The trailhead has always posed some challenges stemming from stench and 
access across public lands. With the acquisition of the Lowell Point property, 
access would be less of a problem and hikers would not be greeted by Seward 
sewage at the trail head. 

Currently there has been an influx of building at Lowell Point. The only access to 
the lands described in this letter is now through the narrow strip of land which is 
being considered by the Trustees. This is the last opportunity to retain this eco­
recreation system for residents and visitors to the area. Please, this is a valuable 
opportunity that will not be possible in the future. 

I hope you will agree that acquisition of this property should warrant a high 
ranking. Thank you. 

Ellamar Properties 

I have mixed emotions regarding the acquisition of the Ellamar properties. I 
am a landholder in Ellarnar. Frankly, I would personally benefit greatly from the 
Trustees acquiring the remaining available lots in the Ellarnar Subdivision. My 
uneasiness with the acquisition sterns from my personal involvement with the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. My wife, Letty, and I were teachers in Tatitlek at the time 
of The Spill. We have seen how the Spill affected the Sound, its creatures, its 
people. We have seen how The Spill brought out the best in some folks .... and 
the worst in many. Greed seemed at times to be the driving emotion amongst 
many people. Letty and I hoped to distance ourselves from this greed and not 
allow us to be caught up in self-preservation attitude which has been so 
prevalent since The Spill. Simply, we do not want to, in any way, benefit from 
the spilling of oil into the Sound. 

It is ironic, then, that suddenly we stand to gain directly from the Spill 
settlement. It is not a situation that we are comfortable with, however certainly 
Ellamar is worthy of the objectives of the Trustees. It would make us proud to 
see Ellarnar evolve from a place of mining and development exploitation to a 
place of historical and natural legacy for the public to enjoy for perpetuity. 

The Scenery: 
I trust you have been to Ellarnar and realize it to be a place of awe. The view 

of the Sound, from Ellarnar defines serenity, particularly on a calm summer 
evening as the sun sets below the western horizon. The land around Ellarnar has 
many unique recreational opportunities. Since Ellamar sets beside a sheltered 
cove and is on a wide, rneadowed bench, Ellamar provides the recreationist with 
a secure harbor with nearly endless hikes into the surrounding hillside. 

One of my favorite treks follows the old wooden pipeline which supplied water 
from a diversion dike to the mining operations below. Continuing past the dike, 



the hiker travels into thick woods which eventually breaks into meadows with 
small clear brooks emerging from mountain springs. I have seen few places that 
can compare with the serenity of these upper meadows of Ellamar 

Wildlife 
Wildlife such as bear, deer, goats as well as smaller mammals inhabit the 

surrounding area. Black bear are often seen throughout the summer. There are 
stories of a large brown bear being seen between Tatitlek and Ellamar but so far it 
seems more of legendary material. 

The coves provide shelter and habitat for birds, both transient, residential, 
and migratory. The 3 coves are filled with gulls feeding on herring while shore 
birds and sea ducks feed in the sheltered waters. Though I know of no eagle nests 
per se, at times I have seen 20-30+ eagles in trees waiting to feed on fish in the 
creek. · 

The reef that extends southward from the northern cove is unique in 
formation, substrata, and sea life. The reef is rock with sand underneath. It 
provides a relative unique environment and is an ideal hide-out for octopus and 
some shellfish. Letty and I enjoy going out to this reef during low-spring tides to 
catch octopus. They make an awesome chowder. Since The Spill, the reef does 
not seem to be as productive. I have not caught nearly the number I once did. 
Whether this is a direct result of the Spill is not known. 

The southern cove provides some type of unique habitat for silver salmon. 
Though silvers are not known to spawn in these waters, they still school up and 
cycle around in this small bay. Subsistence fishermen from the village often 
come here to catch the fish before they move on to their natal waters. 

Cultural Aspects 
Ellamar has a rich cultural history that reaches far back beyond the mining 

and cannery days. Certainly this history in itself should be considered when 
making the decision to acquire the land. In addition, indigenous people 
inhabited this land years before Western influence. There is evident from a 
possible village site with house pits 1/2 mile north of the subdivision. In 
addition, there are remnants of a historic burial/ cemetery site on the peninsula 
which creates the southern cove to the peninsula. I've been told this is the 
cemetery for the mining operation though markers show the sign of Russian 
Orthodoxy. 

My Concerns 
If the Trustees chose to continue the process towards land acquisition of 

Ellamar Subdivision I have some concerns. 

First: I think that Ellamar presents unique recreational opportunities while 
offering a beautiful natural and cultural setting. Ellamar could be a marvelous 
place for a state park but only if effects to the natural setting and the existing 
cultural resources could be minimized. 



. . 

Second: Knowing the developer and his original intentions of profit, I hope 
measures have been taken to keep additional parcels from being sold while the 
Trustee's negotiations are proceeding. If the Trustees are serious about acquiring 
Ellamar, I hope that it requires ALL remaining parcels be purchased. I am 
concerned that without such stipulations, the developer will attempt to sell the 
choice parcels which would negate any positive affects of the land acquisition. 

I hope you agree that Ellamar is worthy of the Trustee's objectives for land 
acquisition. It would be a fitting legacy to the disastrous spill to have land, 
which was within sight of the grounded tanker, set aside for the enjoyment of 
future generations and to the protection of this valuable ecosystem. Should you 
have any questions regarding Ellamar that I may be able to address please feel free 
to contact me at my home phone number. 



FROM ZARAGOZA PHOHE NO. 907 694 ::3987 

May 22. 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
F.xP.r.ntive Director 
Exxon Valdc7. Oil Spill Trustee. Council 

645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon. 

Jacqueline K. Zaragoza 

HC83 Box 1774 
Eagle River, AK 99577 

I am three years old ami I go lo Lowell Point with my family. 

At Lowell Point I finu sea stars. I like to find crabs. I Jike my rami ly 

and T like to go to Seward. 

l want to find sea ~:tars when I'm bigger. Please buy Lowell Point :sv I 

can go there wilh my family again. Thank you. 

P£14 



FROM ZARAGOZA PHONE NO. 907 694 5987 

May 22, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 

Executive Director 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustc.c. Council 

645 G Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

Evan S. Zaragoza 

HC83 Box 1774 

Eagle River, AK 99577 

I am in kindergarten at Homestead Elementary. I am 6 112 years old. 

Please buy Lowen Point and turn it into a State Park. 

I like catching little crabs and sea stars with my school. Thi$: year I 

saw a purple sea star. I always put the little critters back after I look 

at them. I can't find the sea animals in the ocean where I live in 

Eagle River. That's why we go to Lowell Point-

Please buy Lowell Point so I can go back next year. Thank you. 



FROM ZARAGOZA PHOI~E 1~0. 907 694 :::i987 

May 22, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 

F:xecutive Director 

Exxon V aldcz Oil Spill Trustee Council 

64S G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

Andr~w I. Zarago~a 
HC83 Box 1774 

Eagle River, AK 99577 

I am Andrew Zarasoza. I am almost nine years old and I nm m 

second grade at Homestead Elementary. 

I like Lowell Point hecause it has 1o1ea creatures that T've never 1o1een 

before. It is fun to find the little eels and fish under the rocks. There 

is no orher p1ace in rhe world like Lowell Point. 

Please. please buy the land and make it into a State Park. If you 

don't buy Lowell Point more houses will be built on the bench and 

we won't be able to go there next year with my school. 

Thank you for thinking about buying Lowell Point. 

P02 



FROM : ZARAGOZA PHONE t~O. 907 694 ::>987 

May 22, 1995 

Ms. Molly McCammon 

Jixe.c.utive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 

64.5 G Srreet 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCn.mmon, 

Betty and Paul Zaragoza 
HC83 Rox 1774 

Eagle River. AK 99577 

We urge ;you to purchase Lowell Point in Seward for a State. Park. 

For the past three years we have discovered the amazing e:ea life in 

the tidal pools of Lowell Point with our three young chih.lnm. The: 

accc:5sibility of Lowen Point mnkc.s it unique in that all one needs is: a 

car nnd the willingness to explore. Having acc~ss b., Luwell Point is so 

important for the education of young Alaskans. It i~ ~o exciting to see 
their eyes lighl up as they discover the wonders of sea life in the 

tidal pools and under the rocks of Lowell Point 

We hope you will purchase Lowe.U Point for a Stat~ 1-'Mk so this 

valuable resource will be uvuilnble for future generations to explore. 

sgcerely. 

'~?~ 

P01 
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Fire Lake Elementary School 
P.O. Box 772569 

Eagle River, Alaska 99577 
May 31, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Gentlemen: 

EXXON 

I am writing to you to ask that you dedicate funds to buy the land on the beach 
at Lowell Point in Seward. The fifth grade teachers at Fire Lake Elementary School in 
Eagle River have developed a marine camp for our students. We have used this area 
for the last six years (including this year) and the students have had an excellent 
experience. This marine camp has opened our students eyes to the marine 
environment as no other experience could. They have been able to find isopods, 
chitons, octopus, huge ribbon worms, hermit crab, sand fleas, and many other tidal 
pool creatures. 

This beach and the follow-up studies provided by the Seward area has 
enriched the lives of approximately 550 students. It would be a tremendous loss if our 
students would not be able to experience this environment. I would urge you to 
purchase this area and dedicate it to use as a state park for. the enjoyment of future 
students so they may be able to learn and appreciate the marine environment. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Paula Johnson, Teacher 
Fire Lake Elementary School 



Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council; 
If a picture is worth a thousand words, then the attached 

page says everything you need to know about WHY Lowell 
Point needs to be purchased and turned into public lands. 

For the past eight years, students, parents and teachers from 
Homestead Elementary school in Eagle River have traveled to 
Seward, and explored the tide pools on Lowell Point as a 
culmination of our marine unit. Lowell Point is a unique and 
special area, and we have been very fortunate to be able to use it, 
but if the state doesn't purchase the parcel, it is almost certain that 
this pristine spot will be,privatized and made inaccessible to us. 

Please take a moment to look at the faces in these pictures -
faces filled with wonderment and joy - families discovering the 
wonderful treasures of our Alaskan oceans and shorelines. It 

would be a terrible and sad shame to deny our children the 
heritage and opportunity to explore Lowell Point. Isn't that the 
whole point of the money allocated in the Oil Spill civil settlement? 

On behalf of hundreds of Homestead students, parents and 
teachers, PLEASE purchase Lowell Point, and turn it into public 
access lands. Thank you for your consideration. 

rxx~,.·, ,. : . ti o·IL C,f.lj!! 1:.: ' p ... Jt,,._ \.•t ~, .... 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Robin Hopper 

£~ 
Co-Organizer of 
Homestead School's 
Annual "Sea Week" 



• • 



"•···-· "• · .. 

EXXON VAlDEZ OIL SPilt 
HlUSTEE COUNCil 

Valdez Trustee Council 
Exxon 

645 G Street 
AK 99501 Anchorage, 

J.'ot:ml on Your World. Et~tcr the UNEP [utcr~ntiotml Pltotogra,'.; 
Co1upctilion on the Em'lrornuentl994-l99~. -1!.--=r::,_,~ 
Your phowgra()hs will show the world the beunty of our planet an! ~tlgl!r-' 
thul it[,..,,.,, Culll-800-670-4321 for an entry form. ~ 

() 
::z: 

~_,_ u t v-- C) 
CQ:.), .. e..-0- se"""T . a....s, c\ 'e 

. y:x_ ... \:::> li G 

~ l ~-"- a cc e ,5;;s; 

C>--\=- ~~II -Porv"'-t-

h&;:..&L"' 
·..:...--' - -

~ 'rv-- ?0)-4. c.: ... -,~ 
CQ..;'- c:_ c._ Lc::> ~ ,, c""- ~ o c:vlc-1 

se+ c.....s, ~-e ~v 

-l~ •<; 

'JUN 2 7 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

l ()h;ar{iY.ed h;- UNEP(Unitt·tl Nations Envir(mntent Programme) 
I ! 5~dt~t<~1Jn.•tl lly Canon lnt•, Printe1l on n~eydetl..,napt:r. 



E.V.O.S. 
645 G St. 
Anchorage,Ak,99501 

Dear E. V. 0. S. , 

..... : ·~ ,~·, :~, ~ ~ '. 
! : 1,.' :· l: 
•q' .··~"' '-

2006 Atwood D!- . 
Anchorage,AK,99517 

June,6,1995 

My name is Lionel Yarmon.I am 11 years old and in 5th grade.I 
like sports and reading. 

I heard that a guy wanted to shut down the beach.I really 
don't want you to so I can enjoy Seward.Please buy it. 

Lionel 
Yarrnon 



EXXON VALDEZ OIL CPILL 
THUSTEE COUr!CIL 
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E.V.O.S. 
645 Gst 
ANCHORAGE .. AK . ., .. 
99501 ' 

E.V.O.S., 

MAGGIE MCKAY 
629 Ost 
ANCHORAGE ALASKA 
99501 

COULD YOU PLEASE BUY THE LOWELL·POINT IN SEWARD? THE PEO 
THAT OWN THE LAND ALMOST SAID THAT THEY WOULDN'T LET US 
KNOW THEY ARE PUTING THE LAND UP FOR SALE. AND WE WOULD 

YOU TO BUY THE LAND SO THAT THE FIFTH GRADERS CAN GO NEXT 

~ YOUR FRIEND1 r MAGGIE MCKAY 



1407 Inlet Place 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
June 6, 1995 

E.V.O.S. 
645 G. street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Sir or Maam, 
My name is Jessica Holst and I go to Inlet View Elementary 

School. I am 11 years old. I'm in Mr. Brewer's class. 
We want to go to 6th grade camp really badly. We are asking 

that you please don't tare down or change anything there. We 
were wondering if you could think about kid's point of view and 
think about how you would feel if you were a kid and you 
couldn't go to camp. I bet you would feel devistated. I know I 
~.-<Jould. 

Please please use some of the money from the oil spil for 
that land so we can go to camp next year. Thank you for your 
time and concern. 

Sincerely, 
,Jessica Holst 



842 V.J. 13th ave. 
(.'d'KH . , AK 99 501 
JU!'jE 6,1995 

E. 1v'.O.S. 
645 G. STREET 
(.~h/CH. , AK 99501 

Dear Sirs or Madam, 
I don't mean to bother you but I nead to ask a favor 

that you would please buy Lowell Point so I could go their for 
sixth grade camp next year with my class. I know it wouldn't 
mean alot to you but it would mean alot to me and alot of other 
people. Make your community happy. 

sincerely, 
Holly 



, 
1219 N STREET Dear Sir or Madam: I 
amx sixth grade student who doesn't want you to build houses on 
that land. I went there to go for six grade camp.I liked 
tidepooling and looking at all the different stuff.If you build 
on the land no more people will be able to have the chance to 
have a great time there.I thank you for letting us use your land 
to do stuff on but it would be nice to let more people go use it 
too.I hope that this letter will change your mind. 

Thank '{ou, 
BRIE SOUTHf~LI __ 



, 
1534 .. K.. Street 
Anchorage AK,99503 
June 6,1995 

E.V.O.S. 
645 G STREET 
ANCHORAGE AK, 99501 

DEAR E. V.O.S., 

IT BOTHERS ME THAT THE 6TH GRADERS WONT BE ABLE TO GO 
LOWELL POINT LIKE WE GOT TO THIS YEAR. THIS TRIP WAS VERY FU 
AND EDUCATING. IT WOULD BE TERRIBLE_.. IF THIS LAND BECAME PRI 

. PROPOR 1 Y. 

Sincerely, 
Amanda Saylor 



, 

E.V.O.S. 
645 G Street 
Anchorage,AK 99501 

Dear E.V.O.S. 

2801 Gillam cir 
Anchorage AK 99517 

June/6/1995 

Please buy the ch at Seward so I can go to camp 
there when I get in sixth grade. 

Sincerely, 
Casey Ketchum 



1128 l·J. 11th 
Anchorage,AK 99501 
June 6 1995 

E.V.O.S. 
645 G St. 
Anchorage,AK 99501 

Dea)- E.V.O.S., 

1:\fV""~! i.U•j tif;'j Oil !'.PI!! Ci\1~ .. \Ji'il ~K .. Lf&:.l!O' ... V1 b•.• 

I think that you should really think about getting your hands 
on that really great spot. 

If you do not get that great spot than I will not have a 
place to go when we go to when we go on a field trip. 

I do not want them to get it at all. 

Sinerely, 
Jennifer Scallan. 



E. V.O.S. 
645 G. St. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Sirs or Madam 

Please buy Seward Camp so that us 5th graders can !IO to 6th 
grade camp next year. Our cass would really appreciate i1 if you 
would buy camP. because·we all really want to go there next year! 

Let me introCiuce myself. My name is Caitlin McCutcheon. I 
love the outdoors a-nd the wildlife. I have 1 dog and I used to 
have a hamster and a rabbit. 



Deal- Sir, 

1350 W.27TH Ave.#6 
Anchorage,AK.99503 

June 6, 1995 

Please stop the construction and the pollution because it will 
kill all the life under the sea. I don't want all the animals to 
die because the animals are very beautiful. If we don't save the 
beach then there wouldn't be a beach to go to and then there 
would be more pollutions at other beaches, oceans, or lake.So 
please save the lake. 

SINCERELY, 
Sandy Phanthasone 



1212 "G" Street 
("!nchor age, AK 

99501 

E.V.O.S. 
645 "G" StJeet 
Anchorage,AK 

99501 

Dear E.V.O.S., 
Please by the beach. If you don't what's the point in having 

the 5th graders go to the camp next year I really want to go. 

My name is Robyn Fields. I'm really excited about going to 
camp next year. I may be 11 years old, but going to the beach 
sounds like fun. So please buy the baech so us 5th graders have 
something to look up to next year. 

Sincerely your's, 

Robyn Fields 



2231 Belmont 
Anch., AK 99517 

June 6,1995 
Dear E. V.O.S., 

Please buy Lowell Point and make it ·a center for classes to 
go camping. r know you ma~ not want to s~nd the money on the 
rand bul if you don't think of it as economical but as 
educationare. ·we p&oP.Ie in fifth grade were very excited about 
going to the camping trip but now the landlord has threatened if 
we come once again to the point that he will sue but he is 
willing to sell the point to anyone willing to pay the money and 
so far knowone has come. 

. Please deeply consider our problem. Thanks again for your 
tame! 

Sincerely4 
Jackie"" 

Baik 



6436 Carlos Court 
Anchorage, Ak 99504 
June 6, 1995 

Dear E . V . 0 . S • , 
My name is Matt Bergt. Please buy the beach so we can go to the 
6th g1ade camp. 
I really want to go to it next year. 

Since~·ely 

l""lat t Be1· gt 



2053 Arlington .Dr. 
·- · Anchorage AK 99517 

June 6, f995 

Dear E. V .O.S., 
I think we should have the 6th grade camp because it would 

be fun for the 6th graders. The 6tfl graders said it was fun! 

Your friend, 

Kimberly Holliday 



June 12, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G. Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

RE: Lowell Point Beach Access 

Trustees: 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL 5Pilt 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Please do what ever you can to provide funds to ensure access to 
Resurrection Bay from Lowell Point. I have used this beach to fish, p1cmc, 
and launch kayaks since 1970. This beach front is unique in that it allows 
the public access to a great wilderness area. The private property owners 
in that area, with the exception of Penny Hardy and family, have 
traditionally been very aggressive in keeping people off the beaches. 

The Lowell Point beach area is easily accessible from Seward and unique 
in its beauty and recreational value. Please give it high priority when you 
select land to be safeguarded for future Alaskans. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~9·~. 
Robert J. McCabe 
Box 1324 
Seward, Alaska 99664 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Exxon Valdez Oil 
ill Trustee Council 

64 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

rbara Passino 
P.O. Box 210192 
Anchorage, AK 99521 

1 1,1996 

J<'erJ~ lOIS' 
~·· . 

ILL 

I am writing regarding purchase of Lowell Point in the city 
of Seward. I feel it it very important for this piece of 
property to be purchased and remain accessible to the public. It 
is very unique in its natural state and bountiful tidal pool sea-
life of ings. It has especially valuable as a hands-on 
learning experience for the thousands of school children who have 
benefitted from organized field trips to the area. It a 
true i ion of the wonder and beauty of nature and the 
environment, and the importance of preserving it. I always come 
away impressed and amazed at what can be seen, touched, and 
learned in our own backyard. It is in a location that can be 
accessed and enjoyed by old and young alike. I understand that 
the present owner of the property has increased the original 
asking price. I certainly detest the thought of someone king 
unfair advantage of the Point's popularity and the Council's deep 
pocket, but I urge you to do whatever is reasonably possible to 
preserve this piece of ty for the education and enjoyment 
of our ent and futu-e rations. 

Sincerely, 
r?A"J .-;_, 
\or~a.~~ 
Barbara Passino 



MAR 2B '96 12:19 PH HOMESTEAD ELEH 

Dear Trustees, 

9B7 6941159 Page 

The Oil Spill Public Information Center 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
Anch. Alaska 99501 

attn. Molly McCammon 

I am writing to you to ask that you seriously consider purchasing 
Lowell Point in Seward. This is an extremely important piece of property 
for current and future Alaskans. It is the only undeveloped piece of 
property in all of Seward. Having access to this area enables people to 
observe, appreciate, and learn about the tide pools and the rich 
environment which encompasses a tide pool area. 

As a private citizen I would be saddened by having residential 
development replace this scenic, precious, valuable spot. As a teacher who 
participates in Seaweek activities with students, I would miss this 
critical environment for teaching purposes. 

Please show the students, Alaska's future generations, your 
commitment to our environment, our future. 

Don't give up on Lowell Point. It is a very important piece of property 
for all of the individuals of Alaska. 

Post-It" Fax Note 7671 Orne 

From 

Karen Williams 
teacher 
Homestead School 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577 



HAR 20 'SS 11:57 AH HOMESTEAD ELEH 

Dear Trustees, 

907 8941159 Page 

The Oil Spill Public Information Center 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
Anch. Alaska 99501 

attn. Molly McCammon 

I am writing to you once again. Last year I wrote explaining how 
important Lowell Point, in Seward, was to me as a teacher and as a 
private citizen. This will be my ninth year that I will organized the 
"Seward SeaWeek" weekend trip for my school. We have had 100-350 
people attend each year. Many parents who have left the school call and 
ask, "When is Seward SeaWeek"? Parents stop me in the store to ask, 
.,When is Seward SeaWeek"? And parents take their children to Lowell 
point all summer long to find the tide pool animals. 

If Lowell Point is not purchased for the State Parks- System and it is 
developed by private developers, we will lose our last undeveloped area 
for exploring tide pool areas in Seward. 

Please don't give up on Lowell Point. It is a very important piece of 
property for the individuals of Alaska. 

PosHf" Fax Note 7671 Dale 

From 

Co. 

Fa~ II 

/ ~ 
J~~~u{-t_ 

~~~'-Vr' 
Roxann Kopischke 
teacher 
Homestead School 
Eagle River, Alaska 995 77 



The Woodfin Family Fax 1t 907-694-2121 ~3/24/96 

From: Chuck Woodfin, Homestead Elementary School Librarian 
18001 Baronoff 
Eagle River. AK 99577 
Phone: 694-2121 Fax: 694-1159 

To: Exxon Valdez Trust Fund 

ffi10:58 D 111 

I am writing you this letter to urge to do whatever is necessary to purchase the Lowell 
Point tract in Seward. 

People can best appreciate that which they have seen or experienced. Students from 
Homestead Elementary have visited Seward since 1987 to see and experience the 
inter-tidallife at Lowell point first-hand as part of an annual school-wide marine 
studies activities. Before the oil spill, our students were able to marvel at the wealth 
and variety of marine life at Lowell point. Even though the beach was lightly oiled in 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, students could easily experience and feel the devastation 
that occurred. In subsequent years we have seen the beach cleanse itself and the life 
return. Students who are fortunate enough to have such experiences will become 
more responsible stewards of our marine resources because of the respect and 
understanding they have gained at Lowell Point. 

Our program has grown to include visits to local museums, the marine center, the 
Kenai Fjords visitors center, cruises and National Park Service guides who help our 
students learn about intertidal life. The number of families participating has grown 
each year since 1987. Each year some families, whose students no longer attend 
our school, contact us so they can continue to join us in sour spring beach walk. I wish 
every student in the State of Alaska could have similar experiences. 

The opening of the new Seward marine science center has the potential to inform 
unprecedented numbers of people about marine resources. A publicly owned and 
properly managed Lowell Point should be a permanent, natural complement and 
extension of the activities at the marine center. 

I can think of no better. more permanent legacy to the future health of our sea life than 
an accessible. public area where we can observe and appreciate marine life in its 
natural habitat. We have scouted other sites in Seward and Homer and have found no 
area which offers such a wide variety of sea life in such a compact. accessible area. 
The Lowell point area is an invaluable and unique resource which must be preserved 
for the public benefit at any cost. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck Woodfin 
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Wednesday, March 27, 1996 

Molly McCammon 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
~chorage,AJaska 99501 

Dear Molly: 

~~©~fi\\if(g~ 
UL, MAR 2 0 1996 

t=XXON VALDEZ OIL SPILt 
"" TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

I am writing as one of many AJaskans that feel very strongly that action should be taken to 
protect the beach at Lowell Point in Seward, against private and I or commercial 
development. 

As you may or may not be aware, the Lowell Point tidal area is visited each year by 
groups of AJaskan school children. Each, eager to explore and understand the wonders of 
the- oceans community. 

The long term impact of a day at Lowell Point is one that these children will carry with 
them for the rest of their lives. They leave with a heightened sensitivity and awareness of 
the fragile environment that we are charged to protect. They, by the nature of their 
experience, become more a part of the solution rather than a part of future problems. 

The Lowell Point beach is one of very few readily assessable areas remaining in South­
central AJaska where people of all ages can see, first hand, the habitat of the aquaculture 
that is so important to our state and people. The structure and tidal action makes this small 
comer of AJaska a living museum, a place of learning. 

~ extraordinary effort should be made to preserve this incredible resource for our 
children and their children after them. Purchasing this property is an important step toward 
protecting the magic and wonder of AJaska. 

Ju/JJli__) 
Fred s. Gayton, Jtj. _, 
P.O. Box 670589 !1 l 
Chugiak, AJaska '6]__./ 
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OCT-31-94 MON 12:00 

October 27, 199S 

EdZe!ne 
Cordova Sporting Club 
P. 0. Box 34 
Cordova, AK 99574 

Dear Ed: 

Tile Prtnce William Sound Aquaculture Cor:Poratlon (PWSAC) heartily 
endorses your plan for the development of Fleming Spit. at Cordova. as a 
recreation area. This site Is ideally SUited f'or a roadside flshexy with foot 
and bicycle access to downtown Cordova. The site is the best choice !or a 
local camp ground, as it not only offers fiShing opportunity but views of 
the ocean. iSlands, moun1:a.ins, forests. and attendant wildll.fe resources. 

<r . 
PWSAC presently tt'?IJSPOrts a total of 200.000 king and coho salmon 
smolts from the Noerenberg Hatchery to Fleming Spit each year_ We hold 
those fish in net pens ill a pond behind the Sptt for the purpose of 
Imprinting those flSh to return to the release site - and the result.ing 
.fisnety. 

Our smolt release program would benefit from a deepeni:n.g of the pond to 
better accommodate our net pens. Material removed from the pond could 
be effectively used as fill on aqjacent lands. The pond would also be 
improved as a teilllinal fiShing location .. 

I antiCipate that PWSAC will continue its release of smelts at Fleming Spit 
as long as we are in business. The project has my strang personal 

·support. and partiCularly so because of your progressive proposal for 
development of the site. At last - a people-friendly project at Cordova. 

Thank you for provid.ing me With the opportunity to comment on this 
proposal. I wish you success In all a::spccts of th:ls development. 

Bq~~~ 
John McMullen 
President 

Corporate Office • Post Office Box 1110 • Cordova, Alaska 99574-1110 

P. 34 



OCT-31-94 MON 12:00. 

Unit:ed Sta-ces 
Depa.rt:ment: of 
Agricult::ure 

Forest 
Service 

Cordova Spor~ing Club 
Attn: Dave O'Brien 
P.O. Box 3£&. 
Cordova, Ak. 9957£&. 

Dear Dave, 

Cordova. Ranger 
Discrict 

P.O. Box 280 
Col:'dova, AK 
99574 

Reply to: 1560 

Date: Oct:. 30, 1993 

P. 35 

!he Cordova Ranger District: is strongly supportive of your effort to complete 
recreation improvements at ehe Fleming spit area. Although there is no National 
Forest in the immediate vicini~y of the project, we have recognized the value of 
the projec~ to the Cordova community for several years. 

In both 1992, and 1993, a communi~j action team comprised.oft communi~ 
representatives and myself proposed rural development projects at Fle~ng Spit 
to"be funded under che Farm bill. However, the amount o~ money needed for the 
projects, and the amount of money t::hat was potentially available differed 
significantly, hence the projects were not funded. This source of potential 
funding remains available in 1994, and could be a possible source of funding for 
a small portion of the overall project you have submit:t::ed for consideration. I 
would be happy co advocate t::he Fleming Spic project: as a high priority for 
projects submit~ed for funding in 1994. 

Past studies, such as ~he 1991 Ov~rall Economic Developmenc Plan for Cordova 
h~ve consis~ently identified Fleming Spie as a needed, and worchwhile project:. 
I feel it is an impor~ant oppor~nicy in diversifying Cordova's economy, and 
providing much needed recrea~ion facilities. 

In summarj, I feel the project is ex~remely worthwhile, long recognized as being 
needed by the community, appropriat~ for serious EVOS considerat::ion, and I ~ill 
do what I can ~o support the project. 

Sincerely, 

CAL BAKER 
District: Ranger 



OCT-31-94 MON 12:01 P. 36 

e~ID~V~ 
TRAP AND GUN CLUB 

P.O. BOX 1497 
CORDOVA, AK 99574 

NOVEMBER 5, 1993 

DEAR CORDOVA SPORTING CLUB; 

OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES ARE A VER~ BIG PART OF LIFE IN CORDOVA. AMONG THESE 
ACTIVITES ARE HUNTING, TRAPPING, FISHING, HIKING, SHOOTING, BIRD WATCHING 
AND JUST SIGHT-SEEING. THE CORDOVA TRAP AND GUN CLUB CONTRIBUTES TO THE 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES BY HOLDING ORGANIZED SHOOTING ACTIVITIES, AS WELL AS 
OFFERING THE USE OF THE FIRING RANGE TO BOTH MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS. 

THE LAST ~EW YEARS, OUR CLUB HAS SEEN INCREASED INTEREST IN SHOOTING AND 
SHOOTING RELATED ACTIVITIES. ALOT OF THE REASON FOR INCREASED ACTIVITY 
IS THA~ THE FACILITY IS AVAILABLE AND IS EASY AND CONVENIENT TO USE. . . 

THE ECONOMIC CHANGES IN CORDOVA, THE COMMUNITY, NOW MORE THAN EVER, 
Q~'~w~·,•~·~ CLOSER AND THERID IS AN INCREASING NEED FOR SOCIAL GATHERINGS. 

GUN CLUB OFFERS ONE AVENUE FOR SUCH GATHERINGS, BUT THIS ACTIVITY IS 
NOT FOR EVERYONE. 

THE CORDOVA TRAP & GUN CLUB STRONGLY SUPPORTS THE FLEMING SPIT RECREATION 
AREA ENHANCEMENT PROPOSAL. THIS PROJECT WOULD OPEN UP ANOTHER AREA FOR 
TEE COMMUNITY, FOR GATHERINGS AND TO ENJOY THE OUTDOORS. THE PROPOSAL 
WOULD INCREASE TEE SIZE OF THE AREA TO BE USED, AS WELL AS MAKE IT MUCH 
MORE AVAILABLEt EASY AND CONVENIENT TO USE. 

CURRENTLY THE AREA IS UNAVAILABLE MUCH OF THE TIME AND IS ~OT EASY OR 
CONVENIENT TO USE DUE TO THE RESTRICTED FISHABLE AREAS, LACK OF PARKING 
AND ACCESS TO THE AREA AND THE LACK OF OTHER FACILITIES, SUCH AS 
RESTROOMS, ~TC ... 

IN TALKING TO SEVERAL OUT-OF-STATE/CITY FISHERMAN WHO HAVE FISHED THE 
FLEMING SPIT AREA, ALMOST ALL WOULD LIKE TO SEE SOME KIND OF CAMPING 
FACILITY. THEIR DESIRES RANGE FROM A CAMPGROUND TO AN R/V PARK. 

THE PROPOSED FLEMING SPIT PROJECT WOULD FILL A GAP THAT EXISTS IN OUR 
COMMUNITY IN TERMS OF OFFERING THE LOCAL CITIZENS MORE OPPORTUNITY TO 
ENJOY CORDOVA, AS WELL AS MAKING THE STAY IN CORDOVA, BY TOURIST GROUPS, 
MORE ENJOYABLE. EVEN THE HIKER, BIRDWATCHER, HUNTER AND SIGHTSEER, COULD 
ENJOY AND BENEFIT FROM THIS FACILITY. 

BDWARD 8. WEliBL 
CORDOVA TRAP AND GUN CLUB 
SECRETARY 



OCT,-31-94 MON 11:59 

November 3, 1 994 

EVOS Trustees Council 
Recreation Restoration Project 

Dear Council Members: 

P. 33 

Cordova Cha~ber of Co~rce 
fi't'st Street P .0. Box 99 

Cordova. Alaska 9·957 4 
(907) 424-7260 

The Cordova Chamber of Commerce strongly supports the project proposal for the 
Cordova Flemming Spit area as submitted by the Cordova Sporting Club. The project 
falls within the guidelines as established by the council and appears to rate highly in 
the evaluation criteria as provided by the EVOS Trustees. It offers a good opportunity 
for potential economic recovery. 

Ttle Cordova Sport Club's proposal demonstrates that this project would benefit a 
wfde range of users. Residents as well as visitors would have a much more suitable 
area for outdoor recreation than is currently avaifab!e. The completion of this project 
would provide temporary jobs in an ailing community and support the growth of the 
visitor industry in Cordova. The Chamber recognizes the importance of economic 
diversification and encourages the establishment of infrastructure to support our 
community's future needs. 

We recommend that the Trustees consider and approve this proposal. 

Sin;r,ery, 

~~ 
Dennis Rose, President 
Cordova Chamber of Commerce 



OCT-31-94 MON 11:58 P. 32 

CORDOVA CITY COUNCIL 

CORDOVA, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 93-74 

A resolution of support for five recreation projects submitted 
to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council's Prince 
William sound Recreation Project by the City of Cordova and the 
Cordova Sporting Club. 

WHEREAS, The EVOS Trustee Council has created the Prince 
William Sound Recreation Project for the purpose of assessing 
damage to recreation resources caused by the oil spill, and 

WHEREAS, The Trustees have solicited proposals for recreation 
projects that might be eligible for funding with settlement funds, 
and 

WHEREAS, The City of Cordova and the Cordova Sporting Club 
have submitted five proposals under this program, and 

WHEREAS, the proposals are: 

-Improvements to Fleming Spit Recreation Area 
-Improvements to the "Morpac Hill" campground 
-Improvements to the Odiak Camper Park 
-Ski Hill Recreation Area 
-Establish Historical Marine Park 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Cordova City Council 
finds that these projects meet the criteria for funding under this 
program, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Council finds that these 
projects would be very beneficial to the community and that they 
have broad based community support, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Council strongly endorses 
these projects and requests that the EVOS Trustee Council give them 
serious consideration for funding. 

PASSED AND APPROVED THIS 3rd DAY OF NOVEMBER, 1993 

Clerk 



Corao'\'a Sportina C[u& 
Sf?.Q. CBox 2056 

Cordo'\'a, A.£aska 9957 4 

November 21, 1994 

To Whom It May Concern, 

ml~©~ll~[!rr 
NOV 2 5 1994 [i: 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPtr 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL I 

The Cordova Sporting Club, at it's October 1993 monthly meeting did 
vote unanimously to lend whatever support necessary to maintain the 
Fleming Spit area as a recreational fishing area. This would include 
maintenance of future enhancements and structures should they come to 
be. We would use volunteer labor from our members or financial 
assistance if necessary. 

This aid would be available should the City of Cordova be unable to 
provide such maintenance. 

~tt7~ 
David A. O'Brien 
President 



CrriY_Of_CORJD)OVA 

December 30, 1994 

Molly McComb 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

RE: FLEMING SPIT RECREATIONAL FACILITY 

Dear Molly, 

·~:"7 t]\t 
:,.\~.f;W/. 

On behalf of the City of Cordova, I would like to express support for the Fleming Spit 
Recreational Facility project. Upon completion it will be a great asset to the City and it's 
residents. 

Ifthere is anything I can do to assist in acquiring this project, please do not hesitate to telephone. 

Sincerely, 

~:fr~bo~~ 
City Manager 

602 Railroad Avenue P.O. Box 1210 Cordova. Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 424·6200 Fax (907) 424-6000 



Copper River/Prince William Sound Advisory Committee 
P.O. Box 1558 • Cordova, Alaska 99574 

February 2, 1995 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms McCammon: 

EXXON VALDEZ Oll SPILL 
· TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

The Copper River/Prince William Sound Fish and Game Advisory Committee 
has supported the Flemming Spit terminal fishery project since its very 
beginning. In the ensuing years we have initiated and successfully convinced 
the Alaska Board of Fisheries to adopt regulatory changes which would enhance 
the sportfishing experience at Flemming Spit. What is needed now however, are 
facility improvements which enhance the health, safety and accessibility of 
recreationists at the Spit. We encourage the EVOS Trustee Council to support 
proposals which address this pressing need. 

The Flemming Spit fishery is enjoyed by residents and visitors alike. More 
importantly however, intensively utilized terminal fisheries such as the Spit allow 
managers to direct fishing pressure away from the small, fragile wild-stock 
systems of Prince William Sound and the Copper River Delta. This is an 
important consideration as we adapt to the rapid increase in visitation and the 
associated increases in sportfishing pressure which followed the oil spill. 

We believe the Flemming Spit proposal is consistent with established restoration 
goals and similar to other projects underwritten by the Trustee Council. We urge 
Council members to support this important project. 

--. ...., 
George ovel 
Chairmen, CRIPWS Advisory Committee 



-·· ·-···- "''·-·;. 

Apr11 12, 199~ 

Dr. Joe Sullivan 
Resource Program Manager 
Habitat and Restoration D1vision 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
333 Raspberry Rd. 
Anchorage! Alaska Y95 1 a-1 599 

Re: Propo::;e<J Spawning Ch~nnol--r:>roj~ct Port D1ck CreP.k, Lower Cook 
Inlet: Project 1.0. Number--95139 

I fully support the Port Dick spawning.project that Nick n<:~s proposed. It 
is way past ttme to fund fish related restoration tn Lower Cook I n1et 

1 continue to be amazed that no such actlvfty has been funded by the 
Trustee councll in this G'lrea. l have been a fishermen in th~se waters for 
years and have experienced the repercussions of the sp1ll through its 
negat1ve 1mpact on all rulis in this arP.a. The OtJter coast of the Peninsula 
was especially hit by the spill so Nfck's project fs a good one to begin 
with. · 

Lets get this project funded and implemented so we can move on to the 
next one. 1 t is time. 

~c··~····-· 

});g{Ty: ( 3 $ 2.. 

.... ··-

~....,~.A/ 1 -~ Cf7::-o.s 

z :ss- '-ft q; 
RECEIVED 

APR 171995 
: ... ~. vf AlA5KA 

FiSH & GAffl'i 
HASITA7 & Ri$T;:)RATlVN 

TOTRL P.02 
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CxTY_OP_CoRDOVA 

Date: May 10, 1995 

To: Molly McCammon, Executive Director 

From: Lynda Plant, City Clerk ·~ 

Re: Cordova City Council Resolution 5-95-35 

~ ~©gfiWff~ [Q) 
MAY 1 2 i9S5 

EXXON VAlDEZ Oil SPill. 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Please fmd enclosed the above referenced Resolution supporting the Fleming Spit Recreation 

Area Project #95080 which was approve at a special council meeting held May 8, 1995. 

Enclosures 

G02 Railroad Avenue P.O. Box l2to Cordova. Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 424-6200 Fax (907) 424-6000 



CITY OF CORDOVA, ALASKA 

RESOLUTION 5-95-35 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CORDOVA, ALASKA 
IN SUPPORT OF THE EVOS TRUSTEE COUNCIL FLEMING SPIT PROJECT #95080 

WHEREAS, The Cordova Sporting Club presented to the EVOS Trustee Council a proposal to 
restore and enhance sport fishing opportunities in the Fleming Spit Area which were lost or reduced 
because of the spill; and 

WHEREAS, The proposed project has been endorsed by the Cordova Planning and Zoning 
Commission and the City Council as a worthy project which will restore and improve the fisheries in the 
Fleming Spit area; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cordova, Alaska, 
hereby supports the EVOS Trustee Council Fleming Spit Project #95080 (attached); 

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Cordova, Alaska, will 
enter into an agreement as described in the Project Implementation. 

~-BJ L da Plant, City Clerk 

Encls: Fleming Spit Recreation Area Project #95080 
Cordova City Council Resolution 93-74 
Planning & Zoning Commission Resolution #93-07 



Cordova Sporting Club 
P.O. Box 2056 

Cordova, Alaska 99574 
(907) 424-3246 FAX (907) 424-3245 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
Restoration Office 

May 23,1995 

I~ ~~1\'\ -·- Q) j Ld, '-·· \J'[~",; J u - . i 
MAY 2 6 19~3 

645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 
Re: Fleming Spit Project 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILl. 
TRUSTEE COUtJCil Dear Trustees, 

We have been informed that you plan to meet here in June. We welcome you, hope you enjoy 
your stay, and hope that you can make some time to view our beautiful surroundings. We especially 
invite all of you to visit the Fleming Spit area. This year's smolt will be arriving on the First of June 
and placed in the net pens. We could arrange for you to view or participate in feeding them. Word is 
that there are already king salmon being caught at the Spit. We could arrange some borrowed tackle 
and could lead you to a license vendor if any of you are interested. High tide is the best time to fish. 
The high tides are at 4:36pm on Thursday, June 1, and 5:15pm on Friday, June 2, if you wish to 
arrange your agenda to take advantage of this opportunity. Those will be the best times to view people 
utilizing the resource, and some will be benefiting from the fruits of our labors. 

Every year at this time anglers flock to the spit to try their luck. During this time the members 
of the Sporting Club get to witness the enjoyment that these people receive. We hear it in the screams 
of delight on a hookup, or the frantic cries of help from a young angler who has hooked too much for 
him or her to handle. We see it while viewing someone netting the fish of a stranger, or someone 
lending a lure to someone who just lost their last one. We laugh at the inventive ways that different 
people have of dispatching their fish. We marvel when small children find the most interesting stuff 
under a rock while mom is yelling for someone to please get the net. Our hearts break along with the 
line when the fish wins. We applaud when a young angler proudly tries to lift his or her first catch. 
We smile because we know we had a big part in bringing all of this about. 

We ask that you help us continue this legacy. The improvements that we are asking you to help 
us build will benefit not only the people, but all of the surrounding area. A deeper pond will protect its 
natural inhabitants from predators. The fiShing boardwalk will protect the people from the 
environment and the environment from the people. An alternate place to fish will draw people away 
from the runs of wild stocks that are threatened by increased pressure every year. 

I will be available at the above numbers to answer any further questions or to fulfill any further 
requests that you may have. We do not envy you your tasks. Please contact me with your concerns so 
I can forward them to the rest of the club and provide you with answers or information. Thank you. 
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June 1,1995 

EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 

Re: Fleming Spit Recreational Area 

Dear Sirs: 

I have been an avid sports fisherman for years. The project that is 
proposed in Cordova has been on the books for years. The community 
is and has supported the project with resolutions, letters, and 
public COllWients. 

I support this project in its entirety. The use of the area for the 
sportsman/women would both help the community economically and 
socially. The fact that the boardwalks will be ADA accessible is 
great. The elderly in our community has the right to get out and 
fish and enjoy the facility here in Cordova. Those handicapped will 
be able to catch Kings, and Silvers from the boardwalk. 

I have seen a few people fall on the rocks. I have assisted some 
who have been injured while with the ambulance crews. I have seen 
some folks not being able to large rocky area. 

I truly enjoy the fishing here in Cordova. The project would make 
fishing for my five (5) children a lot more pleasurable. I think 
the Trustee Council would get a needed feather in their hat. 

sincerely, 

bR~e~ 
PO Box 151 
Cordova, Alaska 99574 
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PARCEL PWS- 10~~ 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
TIDS PARCEL 





PARCEL KEN- I 0;1g 

NO PUBLIC COMMENT RECEIVED ON 
THIS PARCEL 





GENERAL PUBLIC 
COMMENT LETTERS 

REFERRING TO THE SMALL 
PARCEL PROGRAM 



TO: 

SUBJECT: 

FROM: 

DATE: 

The Alaska Reforestation Council~~~r~~~1~~es 
Forest Tree Improvement Cooperative OCT 0 3 1994 

P. 0. Box 242081 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-2081 .COMMISSIONER'S OFFICE 
ANCHORAG!:; . 

Participants in the Ecosystem Management Research and 
Development Partnership of Alaska and Others 
(Distribution list enclosed) 

Comments - Environmental Impact Statement for the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Plan, June, 1994. 

Earl P. Stephens, Executive Director~~~ 
September 30, 1994 

During our Breakfast Meeting of September 20, 1994, we were made 
aware of the number and nature of the responses to the 
Environmental Impact Statement for the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Restoration Plan of June, 1994. In brief, many of the responses 
were merely copies/duplications which supported the spending of 
$564 million of the remaining $620 million to acquire land! We 
believed this distortion did not represent a rational approach to 
the restoration of oil spill impacted habitats and decided to try 
to do something about it even though the comment period extended 
only for 45 days during June and July. We still have hopes of 
influencing the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council, but we 
must get our comments to them pronto. 

Thanks to Bill Palmisano for copies of the EIS summary and 
comments. 

Our strategy is this: Using the information contained herein, or 
any other you might have/ either develop a comment to the EIS on 
your own or endorse the one of the Alaska Reforestation Council 
included herein. In either case, get your comments or 
endorsement on proper stationary and forward by mail and/or fax 
to the Oil Spill Trustee Council as soon as possible. I would 
appreciate your reaction to this strategy. 

John Sibert and John Sandor brought us up to-speed regarding the 
preparation of research proposals. I was favorably impressed, 
especially with the policy of the Alaska Science & Technology 

(over) 

"The Private and Public Sectors Working Together" 



See Distribution -2- September 30, 1994 

Foundation's willingness to review proposals almost anytime and 
to offer counseling to those preparing the proposals. My 
understanding is that our Partnership will be preparing three 
proposals for the ASTF: 

1. Develop a field manual - Trish Wurtz 
2. Impact of spruce bark beetle on wildlife habitats and 

biodiversity - Skeeter Werner 
3. Transfer of Sitka spruce provenances - John Alden 

A 11 trial balloon proposal 11 will be spear-headed by me for the 
EVOS Council titled: 11 The Economics and Management Options of 
the Ecosystems Impacted by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 11

• 

The Soil Conservation Service and Koncor Forest Products Co., 
have joined our Partnership. This is great news, and they are 
welcome. 

Things are looking up. Let's hope the trend continues when 
Congress decides upon the $7.5 million request for us by Senator 
Stevens, which should occur during early October. 

You will be kept informed. 

Thank you, for your participation. 

Enclosures 



The Alaska Reforestation Council 
Forest Tree Improvement Cooperative 

P. 0. Box 242081 Anchorage, Alaska 99524-2081 

September 30, 1994 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Gentlemen: 

An oversight on our part has resulted in our failure to comment on your ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESTORATION PLAN, 
JUNE, 1994. We are favorably impressed with the candid, comprehensive approach taken to 
this EIS and hope our comments will be considered. 

In general, we favor Alternative 5, The Proposed Action, which supports Comprehensive 
Restoration. We do, however, suggest some specific modifications. ,;, 

I. Use of remaining funds: 

The remaining $620+/- million would be used as follows: 

$300 million for research and monitoring 
$200 million to establish a restoration reserve 
$100+/- million for land acquisition 

The funds can be used outside of the spill area, on watersheds/landscapes with an.i:Hlromous 
streams for example, but in Alaska. 

A. Support research and monitoring at a minimum level of $300 million. 

1. We believe more research is warranted, broad-based, long term, ecosystem 
research, inVentory, and monitoring to document: ,~:-·· 

a. The ecological integrity of areas not impacted by the oil spill for 
baseline comparison . ·;" 

b. The degree of impairment of ecological integrity of areas impacted by 
oil, bark beetle, and other disturbances. 

c. The relationship of land/habitat, acquired and considered for 
acquisition, to the life cycle requirements of the marbled murrelet, etc. 

d. The economics of restoration/multiple use: recreation, tourism, etc. 

"The Private and Public Sectors Working Together" 



2. Assure that lands acquired or otherwise preserved as part of the restoration 
program are contributing significantly and if not the actions required to raise 
their ecological integrities to acceptable levels. Old growth forests especially 
should be considered. 

3. A focal point for ecosystem management research and development should be 
established and supported possibly in conjunction with the Ecosystem 
Management Research and Development Partnership of Alaska, which 
embraces the Long Term Ecological Research Program located at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks, and the Institute of Marine Sciences in 
Seward. 

B. Establish a restoration reserve of at least $200 million to continue long term research 
and to conduct other investigations as problems and questions arise. The acquisition 
of land and loans to assist restoration of private lands, including small businesses, 
also would be considered. Adaptive management would be encouraged. 

C. Dedicate $100+/- million to support the rational acquisition of land as a strategy for 
restoring damaged species and biological diversity. 

Since the restoration of marbled murrelets is so prominently associated with land acquisition, 
habitat protection, and significant negative impact on the forest industry, it would be 
important to do.cument the process by which marbled i:nurrelets were determined to be 
impacted by the spill while many others species ofbirds killed by the oil were not, and also, 
how the millions of dollars proposed to be spent on habitat protection and the $300 million 
projected loss to the forest industry might specifically affect recovery. This is particularly 
significant in light of the relatively small amount of land subject to acquisition versus the 
thousands of acres already in protected status as national forests, national parks, national 
wildlife refuges, and state-owned lands. If acquisition of forest lands is crucial to resource 
restoration, it is essential that more be learned of the overall resources and ecological 
processes which may affect the lands. Bark beetles, for example, may destroy nesting 
habitats for murrelets after millions of dollars have been spent on acquisition. Increased 
emphasis should be placed on research of acquired land. 

We appreciate this opportunity to comment and hope our suggestions will be considered. We 
believe that knowledge is the key to a happy, healthy, and progressive society. 

Sincerely, 
-6/"' 
(f)~ 

Earl Stephens PhD 
Executive Director 
Alaska Reforestation Council 



Selected Comments on 
June 1994 Draft Environmental Impact Statement 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 

Two alternatives seem to describe the range of options likely to result in long-term policy 

for the expenditure of the remaining $620 million. 

Alternative 2 

Would spend $564 million of the $620 million for land acquisition or protection. $31 

million would be spent on monitoring and research. Also this alternative focuses 

primarily or exclusively on injured resources limited to the spill area. No restoration 

reserve is provided for. 

Alternative 5 

Would spend approximately $300 million for land acquisition and protection and $150 

million for monitoring and research. A restoration reserve would be established with $125 

million. Funds could be spent outside the spill area, and this option represents the 

broadest scope of restoration activities. 

1 



Emphasis on acquisition and protection of coastal forests is central to all alternatives, and 

several hundred million dollars may be spent on acquiring such lands from private 

sources. The timber industry could be affected by shifting logging to unprotected areas; 

also, it is not apparent there exists a direct link between lands scheduled to be acquired 

and resources specifically damaged. For example, the EIS states the recovery of the 

marbled murrelet is threatened by actual or potential logging of old growth forests. 

Since restoration of marbled murrelets features so prominently in land acquisition, habitat 

protection and potential significant negative impact on the forest industry, it would be 

helpful to document the process by which marbled murrelets were determined to be 

impacted by the spill when many other species of birds killed by the oil were not and, 

also, how the millions proposed to be spent on habitat protection and the $300 million 

projected loss to the forest industry might specifically affect recovery. This is particularly 

significant in light of the relatively small amount of land subject to acquisition vs. the 

thousands of acres already in protected status as national forests, national parks, national 

wildlife refuges, and state-owned lands. Collectively these publicly-owned lands amount 

to over 13 million acres. If acquisition of forest lands is crucial to resource restoration, it 

is essential that more be learned of the overall resources and ecological processes which 

may affect the lands. Bark beetles, for example, may destroy nesting habitat for murrelets 

after millions have been spent on acquisition. Increased emphasis must be placed on 

research on acquired land. 

2 



Alternative 2 would have a significant negative impact on forestry with loss of 440 jobs 

and $380 million over 10 years. Alternative 5 would result in some forestry industry 

losses (-143 jobs and $280 million) but would not be as significant as Alternative /2- ? 

Bottom Line: Alternative 5 seems the most rational option. ·The one thing that appears 

lacking in Alternative 5 is emphasis on inventory, monitoring and research in the acquired 

forest lands ..to. en5ure that they accomplish the restoration objectives. 

1. Support rational acquisition of land as a strategy for restoring damaged 

species. Direct relationship between acquisition and expected restoration 

results should be made. 

2. Support creation of restoration reserve of at least $125 million. 

3. Support an integrated, ecosystem approach to inventory, monitoring and 

research at minimal level of $165 million. 

4. A significant portion of the inventory, monitoring and research funds should 

be devoted to ecological studies of acquired lands, especially old growth 

forests. The purpose would be to ensure they are managed or conserved in 

such a manner that restoration goals are accomplished including public uses. 

3 



5. Under "typical actions" listed for Alternative 5, specific reference should be 

made to acquired lands. Lands acquired or otherwise preserved as part of 

the restoration program will be adequately monitored and researched to 

ensure they contribute to the restoration program. 

6. A focal point for old growth forest ecology should be established possibly in 

conjunction with the Institute for Marine Sciences facility in Seward. The 

forest ecology center would coordinate and conduct long-term studies of 

old-growth forests and provide information useful to the conservation of 

forest -dependent resources. 

4 
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Dear Senator Murkowski: 

ln1 ~(Q;~UW~ lQl 
AU G.O 3 1994 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPilt 
YRUSTEE COUNCIL 

30 JUL 1994 

I would like to comment on your newspaper article in the Anchorage Daily 
News Forum/Letters Section on July 30, 1994 entitled 'No more land buys; 
spend Exxon spill money on science'. While I agree that spending the spill 
money for scientific research studies and wildlife restoration projects are 
needed and a substantial portion of the funds should be allocated for this 
use, some of the funds are greatly needed for land acquisition. 

The most important land acquisition that has been reviewed by the fund's 
trustees is native patented lands which .are private in-holdings in the Kodiak 
National Wildlife Refuge. Some of these in-holdings, e.g., lands adjacent to 
the Karluk River, are 'World Class' wiidlife habitat (Kodiak brown bear and 
salmon) and recreational lands that are undeveloped at this time. These 
native lands on Kodiak Island are subject to development in the near future 
with subsequent loss of wildlife value and even more important, the loss of 
undeveloped lands which draw tourists and recreationists to Alaska from 
around the world. These lands are worth preserving not just for their wild 
character and wildlife habitats but for the economic stability of Alaska. 
Alaska can no longer continue to lose 'World Class' habitats and recreational 
resources for small gains by local private corporations. 

The lands on Kodiak Island, especially the Shelikof Strait side of the 
island, were impacted by the Exxon oil spill and therefore, do have a direct 
tie with the expenditure of spill funds from the civil settlement. Funding 
for buying back native corporation lands in the Kodiak National· Wildlife 
Refuge are not likely from Congress or any other source at this time. This is 
all the more reason that the spill funds could be instrumental in preserving 
conservation units that would serve Alaska well for an eternity. This is 
truly these lands 'highest ~nd best' use for all Alaskans. And it will pay 
rich dividends to Alaska on a perpetual basis. Can Alaskans afford to 'pass 
up' this great opportunity? Not until decades pass and many natural areas no 
longer exist and Alaska loses some of its glitter as a destination for those 
seeking wild expanses will many people realize that once we had a golden 
opportunity to make a wise choice but somehow we let it silently slip away. 

Senator Murkowski, I hope you will- reconsider supporting and spending 
some of the Exxon spill monies for land acquisition. I am certain that it is 
in the best interest of Alaska and that most Alaskans support it. 

Sflf~ 
BILL QUIRK (Biologist) j(L/- .3D/ 0 
Twenty-Five Year Alaskan 
P.O. Box 143009 
Anchorage, Alaska 99514 
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r;r. "4<{)~ 
RESOLUTION NO. 96-25 'liSrtc f;l O![ 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALD:fUifc;lPI[[ 
ALASKA, SUPPORTING THE USE OF EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE FUNDS FOR THE PURCHASE OF PRIVATELY OWNED 
LANDS WITHIN THE VALDEZ DUCK FLATS AREA 

WHEREAS, the 1989 oil spill of the Exxon Valdez created notoriety and increased 
interest in Prince William Sound, the surrounding area and the City of Valdez; and 

WHEREAS, much of this enhanced interest centers around recreational 
opportunities available within the Valdez area which were impacted by the largest oil spill 
in U.S. History; and 

WHEREAS, this impact and future implications of the 1989 oil spill are directly 
related to the restoration and protection of tidelands important to the visitor and tourism 
industries, commercial and sports fishing activities within the Valdez area; and 

WHEREAS, the Valdez City Council agrees that the purchase of certain privately­
owned property would serve a public purpose by providing additional protection for 
adjacent tidelands; and 

WHEREAS, Parcel #2, Portion of United States Survey 635, a 4.29 acre parcel of 
real property within the City of Valdez, located at the corner of the Richardson Highway 
and Chitna Drive has been offered for sale by the owner: 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
VALDEZ, ALASKA, that the Valdez City Council supports the protection of environmentally 
sensitive lands within City boundaries and, therefore, supports the purchase of the above 
described real property, by and through Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Funds. 

PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF VALDEZ, 
ALASKA, this &OM day of February, 1996. 
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