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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G St~, Suite 402 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Council members, 

909 Mission Rd. 
Kodiak, AK 99615 

2 June, 1996 

We firmly believe that the lasting legacy of your work as Exxon 
Trustees will be the.land that you protect in parks and refuges. 
We urge you to purchase, on behalf of the citizens of Alaska, and 
indeed the world, the land being offered in the Paul's and Laura 
Lakes area on Afognak Island. 

Sincerely, 

Rich and Molly Macintosh 



lc5. ?. :2..- 1 
~ROM EYAKRAINFORE~ ESERUATIONFUND PHONE NO. : 907 5891 Apr, 03 1996 12:17FM 

The Eyak Corporation 
P.O. Box 340 Cordova, Alaska 99574 

(907) 424·7161 Fax (907) 424-5161 

March 22, 1996 

Dear Mayor Johnson: 

This letter describes the ongoing selective harvest project 
on Eyak Corporation land adjacent to Eyak lake and. Eyak 
River. It outlines specific plans to minimize impacts on 
viewsheds, fish and wildlife resources and the Cordova 

"":. .... 
community. 

We feel these extensive efforts to minimize impacts on our 
lanas eliminate any requirement for restoration bonds, taxes 
or any other needs that could potentially delay the project. 
These efforts have been developed with the assistance of two 
of the most experienced and environmentally responsibly 
forest products industry related companies operating 
today. We want you and the Cordova community to know we are 
doing what we can to· minimize any potential impacts that 
have worked hard to do so. · .G 

There will also be· significant local economic benefits to 
this area. The project alone is expected to generate 35 
direct jobs and approximately $150,000 each month in payroll 
alone. All employees are· either al.ready living in. the area 
or will be in the area for the duration of the project. ·rn 
addition, there will be significant local purchases of 
supplies and services. · 

The harvest is being· accomplished to generate· additional 
revenues to better enable The Eyak Corporation to diversify 
its current operations from bein9 primarily dependent on 
timber harvesting. 

Project overview. 

The Eyak Corporation is qoinq to selectively harvest two, 
possibly three areas of Eyak Corporation lands adjacent to 
Eyak lake and Eyak river while minimizing the impact on 
viewsheds, fish and wildlife resources and the cordova 
community. There is approximately l4, 000 acres of 
timberland adjacent to Eyak Lake and Eyak river in ;the 
cordova area and we plan to begin a selective timber harvest 
on approximately 1,000 acres this spring; 

-· ... 
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in the United States "With a r·eputation for environmental 
responsibility, is managing the project for Eyak. Columbia 
Helicopter Inc., considered the most experienced and safest 
helicopter logging company in. the world, will conduct the 
removal operations. Rayonier and Columbia have been working 
in Alaska for the last four years harvesting over 50 million 
board feet of timber, and they have experience ~orking 
within areas such as Eyak Lake. 

It is our intent to minimize impacts on our lands, and 
special efforts are being taken to protect fish and wildlife 
habitat and viewsheds. Harvest activities began in March 
and should conclude by mid-July. Since this is a selective 
harvesting project, at least eighty :{§0) percent of the 
trees in the areas will remain. Trees to be harvested were 
marked and cut beginning in March. From mid-April until 
mid-July, a single helicopter will transport logs to three 
landing sites near the project areas. They will then be 
loaded, banded and hauled by truck to an existing log 
transfer facility at Fleming Spit. From there they will be 
rafted, towed, and stored in orca Narrows where they will be 
sold. 

Benefits of selective Harvesting 

Selective harvesting with a helicopter is generally 
recognized as the most environmeqtally sensitive harvest 
method. As well as one of the most expensive methods. The 
use of a . helicopter also permits ~he selective r~moval of 
harvested trees and reduces the potential of damage to other 
trees and fish and wildlife habitat. The importance of our 
area 1 s fish resources, wildlife habitat and natuz:-al beauty 
are why selective harves.tinq by ·helicopter was . chosen for 
this project·. This kind of harvesting minimizes soil 
disturbance and reduces construction of loqg inq roads and 
impacts. on viewsheds. The use of selective harvesting 
rather than clear-cutting will reduce the impact on the 
viewshed. While there will be some visual impacts, on 
average only one of .. every five trees in the . project area 
will be harvested and no clear-cutting will be done. 

In selective . harvesting, trees in the project area were 
first viewed by foresters on the ground. Mature trees with 
the best marketability that have no direct bearing on fish 
and wildlife were marked for logging. . When harvested, 
selective trees are felled so that they do not harm other 
trees in the area or fish and wildlife habitat. The lpgs 
are then trimmed of limbs. and lifted by the helicopter to a 
nearby landing where they are sorted and loaded for 
trucking. 
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Efforts to Protget Public Safety 

As well as the selective harvesting, efforts are being taken 
to minimize community impact and maximize public safety. 
Columbia was hired to transport logs because of their safety 
record and experience. They will use a Boeing Vertol an 
aircraft with an excellent safety record. It has t""o 
engines and can land safely on one in the event of an 
emergency. Highly trained and experienced professional 
pilot and eo-pilots, who have operated in all kinds of 
terrain will be on board at all times. Two crews will be 
used, and to ensure optimum safety, each crew only flies for 
one-half of the helicopter's operating time each day. 
Columbia • s crew's are also subject to ···:r::~ndom monthly drug 
testing. 

A maintenance crew will be on the project site at all times 
and will spend considerable time ensuring that the 
helicopter is in optimal flying condition. A thirty (30) 
minute maintenance check will be conducted at each day when 
flight crews are changed, in addition to checks performed at 
the end of each day. The helicopter will only operate under 
good flying conditions and it ·Will not operate during 
inclement weather or foggy conditions. At no time will the 
helicopter fly over residential areas. 

Log hauling will only last for approximately two (2) months 
on Power creek road. Log trucks on Power Creek road will 
communicate with flaggers at check points and will be 
monitored.via radio in an effort to minimize traffic impact 
and areas where locj trucks enter an·d leave roadways wi 11 be 
posted. To. minimize traffic congestion and insure public 
safety, log trucks will be required.to use Railroad Avenue 
through Cordova. 

We have met with AOOT/PF and reviewed with them the use of 
state roads to conduct our operations. We have a plan in 
process which should minimize traffic impact and a~low 
immediate emergency access to the residents who live in the 
area of Power Creek. After review of our plan with the 
Cordova Police Department, it is our intention to use 
Railroad Ave~ue to move our timber through the business 
district in an effort to minimize our effects on the flow of 
traffic. If our use of this city road is to costly because 
of the "potential'' for damage to the street, we can al\Jays 
change our plans and keep to the state highway and move our 
timber through the business district via first street. 

As to the concern regarding trucking operations within 
popular recreational areas; please be reminded that all of 
the land in the areas of timber harvest operations is owned 

s 
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timber harvest area, all public sportfishing, hunting and 
gathering, woodcutting, and recreation will not be permitted 
on the corporation's lands until our operations have been 
completed. 

We have done significant ~ork to consider public safety. As 
outlined above we have clearly taken actions appropriate to 
address concerns regarding helicopter and logging truck 
operations within the city. We believe we have done all 
that we are legally required to do in regard to the planned 
selective timber harvest operation. In fact, we feel that 
we have gone far beyond what the minimum standards require. 

Efforts to Protect water oualit~ 

If required to prevent runoff from the landing near lower 
power creek, small settling ponds, silt fences and straw 
bale filtering systems will be used. Runoff is expected to 
be .l'l.1.inirnal or non-existent with the use of these systems. 
All. petroleum products will be stored in lined containment 
areas, and absorbent materials will be 11\ade available on 
site during all operations. 

We have done 11\Uch to consider public health as well. 
Concerns have been raised regarding adequate watershed 
protection for the city's water supply. Look at the type of 
operation we have planned. The whole concept to log with 
helicopters has increased our costs in an effort to mitigate 
any perceived damage· to the lake. This type of loqging 
operation is being utilized successfully in many areas where 
the same concerns exist. An oil spill contingency plan is 
being developed as well_ as. an extra safeguard for the ·lake. 
We have al$0 worke~ to mitigate effects ·on public dr.inkinq 
water by setting aside.two areas around Eyak·lake to convey 
to the city for w~~ershed. 

We are workinq within the proper channels to permit cuttinq 
within the riparian habitat. It is up to ADF&G to manage 
this habitat and up to ADNR to manage actions conducted 
under the Forest Resources and Practice Act. If harm to the 
habitat can b& quantified by these agencies they will not 
permit our activities to take timber from· within the 
riparian buffer zones or they will require our operations to 
include work to mitigate any hazards _to the watershed. We 
are not going to conduct our operations without working 
first to obtain the authority to conduct our operations from 
the State of Alaska Department of Natural Resources, 
Division of Forestry as lead agency in regards to the Forest 
Resources and Practices Act. 
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Economic Benefits 

The Cordova economy has .benefited from the development of 
native owned natural resources and lands. We would 
encourage the city council to create a regulatory climate 
that encourages and facilitates development; not impede, 
restrict and frustrate. We would encourage the council to 
look at insuring the conformity with the real economic and 
social needs of The Eyak Corporation's native shareholders 
when considering any actions which may affect development of 
our ANCSA landholdings. 

We expect almost all of the individual..~ who are employed 
through the Eyak lake and Eyak river operations to rent and 
live in Cordova. This amount of money which will be brought 
to this community as a direct result of our logging 
operations, clearly shows that Cordova will benefit 
significantly from our logging operations. This economic 
development will increase income in Cordova. Wages will be 
spent on rent, food, utilities, and entertainment. Many of 
the supplies will be purchased from local entities. The 
sales will have an impact on increasing local sales tax 
revenues. 

To this point in time, The Eyak Corporation has provided 
substantial benefits to the citizens of Cordova by providing 
at little, or no cost, free access to our private land holds 
in this area. Residents have had the ability to take 
firewood, fish and qame, subsistence foodstuffs, and 
recreational -.opportunities. We have been qood neic:jhbors as 
a result of this practice and have asked for nothing in 
return except th~t individuals respect our private property. 

Priyate Property considerations 

Certain individuals have circulated a petition in Corova 
claiminq the'ir efforts are the "last chance to protect 
Cordova's watershed" and pushing for a sale of timber to the 
EV9S Trustees council. It seems we are being ordered by 
certain envir9nmental extremists to sell our property at any 
cost, since the makers of the aforementioned petition have 
indicated their intention to fi9ht our efforts to negotiate 
a potential deal with the Trustee's Council if trees are 
cut. Their petition focuses development on native owned 
lands in a direction that confers benefits, on non-natives 
and increases the costs to us of alternative economic 
development. We ask that t.he Cordova City Council not 'be 
drawn into this. We certainly will not be forced to act as 
a result of this extortion attempt. We will work: via our 
established timeline to discuss a deal with the EVOS 
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just use this issue 
on cleaning up 
cumulatively create 
watershed. 

as a guise to attack us, they would work 
the many individual actions which 
a greater risk to human health and the 

We wonder if this attack is aimed at Eyak specifically, or 
if these citizens are ready to spread the responsibility of 
protecting this area to all individual users? At this time 
their attack appears to us to be racially drawn. We warn 
the city to be careful when considering their demand of 
taxation and environmental bonding requirements and not open 
this Pandora • s Box. If this concern over environmental 
integrity is not racially motivated then all users of this 
watershed area will eventually be drawn ·:·,.i,pto this issue. 

• Is it okay for fuel company operators to pass through the 
area without specifip watershed bonding and contingency 
planning, but not our contractor's logging trucks? 

• Is it acceptable for individuals to fuel their boats 
along Eyak River without contingency planning and 
specific wate~shed bonding, but not for our contractors? 

• Is it fair for individuals to be able to clear cut old 
growth timber to make space for a homesite along the lake 
and river, but not for our contractors to selective 
harvest timber? 

• Is it all· right for uncontrolled development· to occur 
along the land and river area on non-Eyak owned lands 

·.without con_sid.eration for social, cultural and 
environmental issues, but not acceptable· for our 
contractors to conduct an operation that has a high level 
of control and consideration? 

If the Cordova City Council presses the corporation to 
expend additional resources to protect watershed on lands 
where we own the watershed, we will work to oppose your 
efforts. We believe protection of area's habitat is an 
admirable action, but taxation, zoning or bonding plans 
should not "be ·based on an emotional wave to insulate any 
habitat who's value to fish and human resources has never 
been quantified. If the city council is set on creating a 
tax for our operations, than the council's ·action may 
encourage us to look outside this community to invest our 
capital. We will also look at other ways to recover these 
added costs and may consider creating a "tax" of our own on 
the community by imposing user fees for all access to 
corporation land holdings. 

·::...::::.." .-:.~ ... :li:.-·...=. • . ..,...:. . "f' eel·...:.:tbat. ··-~ ~::t:' =-=t·s;····"iJnpgrtint• .. -'t r'l: ..:,.,..:.e" ~ t.,._..-....... ·. -· ;n;.o .· •. . • t" ·"'...:_·,;-:·.:.::=.::!L~-=1:-
... :.;::;:~: :•.=.,:: ;=.-.~-:-.. -_,-.. :;o;.,.;l.;.'""t :r....:...._~~... . ....-..;-..:;.~ ............ ~~~-~~,..,~~ ~~-""""~~ 
. ~~:;~ ., ... ;... :_.;::-,: ~.-.ral.!k9 . .,. ne- .~·a.nnexat:.l.o:r{:.:'c)f ~·:.;:our;"'r..: lands:' 'W.f~:t.rf-"-raii:s :,:':.~·rea-~_:;'»'"':-~~~~·. 
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Eyak-'s position has always been that it will be us in 
compliance with State and Federal laws who will maintain 
ultimate authority over planning and zoning of our ANCSA 
land holdings. We remind you that ANCSA Section 22 (1) 
requires that •'no village or regional corporation shall 
select lands which are within two miles from the boundary, 
as it exists on the date of enactment of this act, of any 
home rule or first class city..... the purpose of this 
section was to allow for expansion of cities without 
infringing upon native lands. The city ignored the 2-~ile 
buffer in its entirety. The city annexed 68 square miles 
outside prior city boundaries and that only a very small 
percentage of land is in private ownership, other than those 
lands owned by The Eyak Corporation. The contention that is 
being made that the annexation will allow the city to plan 
and control likely development in this territory needs to be 
carefully examined by the city to avoid a 11 takings" issue. 

Summary 

our bottom line is that The Eyak Corporation feels very good 
about what has been done to minimize the impact of this 
selective harvesting project on· Eyak land and believes 
reasonable people in our community would to. 

We believe there is no need for unnecessary burdenso~e 
efforts that could serve to add expenses to this project. 
Because we will be usinq the most sophisticated and 
environmentally sensitive logging practices there are today 
and the other steps we are taking, there will be minima-l 
safety, public health, and natural resource impact and very 
positive economic benefits.. · 

Thank you for this·opportunity to describe this project. If 
you have any ~pecific questions not addressed in this 
letter, please do not hesitate to contact myself. I would be 
happy to answer any questions you might have. 

BJL:ala 

Sincerely, 
THE EYAK CORPORATION 

Brian . Lettich 
General Manager 

-· ... 



F~OM. : EYRKRAINFORE: ESERvRTIONFUND PHONE NO. 907 5891 Rpr. 03 1996 12:21PM P9 

HELICOPTER LOGGING 
FACT SHEET 

• All of the property upon which the timber harvest is to 
occur is private property and access will be regulated to 
that property according to safety considerations and the 
laws governing private property access. 

• Maximum allowable cut under contract is 5.2rnmbf 
• Maximum percentage of trees to be cut is 20% or 1 in 5. 

(Note: This 20t is to be balanced in each area. ie; If 
there is a 5 acre area and only one a~~e has acceptable 
trees the loqger may not take all the trees.off of that 
one acre and claim that they are within the contract~ 
The logger would be limited to 20% of the trees on that 
one acre and would not harvest any trees on the other 4 
acres.) 

• Under the contract the loqqer shall not cut trees from 
any areas which would result in a new opening in the 
canopy larger than ~ of an acre with the exception of 
landings. 

• A detailed transportation· plan is being developed for 
DOTPF for use of Power Creek Road. 

• Flaggers will be used for traffic control. 
• There will be a company imposed speed limit in 

appropriate areas. 
• The iruck~ to be used are to be street legal~ 
• There. wi~l be public traffic delays which·should.not 

be, in ~ost cases, any longer than\i hour. · 
• For those persons involved in emergency services 

living in the traffic controlled section of Power 
Creek Road, arrangements are being made to 
facilitate their expedited movement in, through and 
around the traffic pattern. 

• The log haul will only last for approximately 2 
months.on Power Creek Road. 

• There will be some improvements done to the road. 
• For the most part, the logging operation will be 

doing routine maintenance to th~ road during the 
haul period. 

• In the event dust becomes a problem a reasonable 
solution will be determined. 

• The Cordova Police Department suggested the safest 
route for the loaded log trucks was Railroad Avenue 
as opposed to First Stree·t. 

. .. ... . ',··-··~~ ... ~:.,::~_ .... __ ·.;;;.~...;:::;..,..~·~ .. 
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• In the event Railroad Avenue becomes too costly the 
trucker has the right to use First Street, a state 
highway, at no additional cost. 

• There is a spill contingency plan being developed. 
• The logs will be put into the water at the log crib at 

Fleming Spit. 
• The helicopter operation will employ between 30 and 40 

persons. 
• There is a review of the Eyak lands involved in this 

operation being accomplished by a qualified archeologist. 
• If all timber harvest operations occur in 1996 as planned 

there will be in excess of 70 full tl.Ine and 30 part time 
jobs directly associated with those operations. 

• It is contemplated that the work week will be six days. 
• It is contemplated that the helicopter will operate 

approximately twelve hours per day. 
• We have received no violations of compliance with the 

Forest Practices Act under the current management 
structure and in fact have received compliments from 
those involved in compliance review. · · 

12:21PM ?12 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAXE,. EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATE.RSHEDW 

In reBpc>DM to the piau by ~ Carpc:ftt:i.ca to ha.rrest 5 tniUIOQ bod feat (about 20f:>) at i:ree:1 
~ E}>ak Lab, B.rak lti'V'el' and Poww Creak .ILtl.rtinC lfarcA 11, we tbe ancl.enlped. ha~ 
&rave~ &:bout: 
...J public aatety - D.~ and. locz:irc tn:r.ck aperaticm.a withia cit)' limlta and iD. popular 
~ticmal anu · 

.J pu.lalie helltll .: ad.quate watenhed. protection !or the City'a water aupply (t~.ndcr Area 
Merititl&' Spedal AU:e.Dtiea. r:r AllSAl and amae ctistmbacce f:room operatioaa, 

..J ripa:ria. h.a'bitat - eu.t:ti:Dc alaip nWD.'ber (61) ot trees 'llfi.thin the Eyak B:iT!iir atnaam aide buffer 
m.ay harm EyU Rtv• fi.sh habitat and salmaD. Z"'.Ula, a.ad 

..{ road maJnienaD.ce - the City and State a.bcto.ld :a.ct be held Ua.ble to maintain road• d. am~ 
.fr..:m:l Eyak Cc:porati.C!Il'• operatiatla. 

SiD.cc tbe propoeed E,ak Corparatia!l ape:rat:lana &re \lllder City juriad.ictia:n u an aunaed and 
AMSA area, we the uoden:iiJ18d ~ the City to ~·elJ advocate a deal between Eyalr. 
Corporatioa eel tb• BV06 Trustee Counc:U to ~ all timber rights in the Core Landa, 
h:tclud.i!l&' Eyu Lake. EyU. ~ md. Po""er Creek as an alt.e:tnative and priw tp my logcing. 
:Fu.rther, "'lr6 Ul'Jlil tbB City to ~ IN.P})OI't ~ Gf timber rigbt::e or fee simple title to theM 
Janda if any logginar C'CJI:D.JDtCCI!IIIII. 

If negotiati.ana to I)U:r'd1ue the .imiact Cam lAW are a:DIIO.oceatal, we the undenigned apeet the 
City to cb..arp the Nl1 aales tu of 6$ em. all timber salsa. F~v, \\re request the City to have Eyak 
Corporatio:u post a Re•t.ri:ratiOD Bon4 wffia:i.ea.t. to m.ltipte :Potential da.m'C'9 to tb.e Citra 
watarahed, riparian habitat, City' row, State nu~ds, and USFS tnila. 

... - .... .. 

NM@CSIQN> APDBESS DAtE 

TI)HH. P.l1 
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The Board of Directors of The Eyak Corporation have 
considered the February 28, 1996 offer of The Exxon Valdez 
Trustees Council and have concluded that the transaction 
that Eyak had been offered is unacceptable because it would 
require Eyak to terminate timber operations in the Cordova 
area in return for no certainty of any payment, during the 
extended time the Council and the shareholders of Eyak 
consider various parts of the transaction. The . proposed 
transaction would require Eyak to receive a favorable vote 
from the shareholders to sell lands surrounding Eyak Lake, 
Power Creek and lower Eyak River. Eyak is disappointed with 
this offer and is continuing work with the Council to create 
an agreement with mutually acceptable terms. 

Eyak informed the Council last fall of .. its intentions to 
proceed with a selective timber harvest oper~tion within the 
core Tract area. The Trustee's Council declined to buy Eyak 
out of its planned timber harvest. The council presented 
Eyak the offer with only two (2) weeks remaining before the 
start of the timber operations. The council's resolution 
indicates that the offer was valid until timber harvest 
operations began on the Core Lands. 

Because of commitment~ Eyak had with its loqging operators 
the Council's resolution came too late to stop the. 
operations without Eyak having to bear a financial loss for 
no• guarantee of any level of payment at any time certain. 
We would have welcomed an offer earlier. 

Eyak has been negotiating with the Council since 1991 in 
order to provide a mutually acceptable level of habitat 
restoration and protection to Eyak' s land. Eyak has also 
worked with the State on other similar effort.s, including 
.House Bill 411 which-passed the 1992 legislature and then 
was vetoed. 

Eyak has made a numb~r of proposals to the Council. The 
first proposal made i~ 1992, was for a moratorium on logging 
on Eyak' s lands. The council had no mechanism to process 
that proposal, and it was referred to their staff; as a 
result, Eyak's second tier subsidiary, Sherstone, Inc. 
initiated work to log again. 

In a July 1993 proposal, Eyak offered a conservation 
easement on the Eyak Lake lands, which would convert to fee 
title if the corporation's shareholders voted for it. Eyak 
was told th~ easement was not strong enough. In response, 
Eyak amended that off~r on August 5, 1993 to strengthen the 
easement. The council stated it wished fee title instead of 
an easement, and so Eyak responded August 9 with a proposal 
for fee title, subject to a shareholder vote. In addition, 
Eyak was informed that the Council wished protection for the 
Orca Narrows area, north of Cordova, and so Eyak' s August .. 

~ ... 
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sth proposal contained a proposal for a moratorium on 
logging in this area. 

Negotiations continued with the principal objectives of the 
Trustee Council as follows: l)Hiqh level of habitat 
protection at Power Creek, Eyak Lake and lower Eyak River, 
2)Limited protection on Eyak lands north and West of Shepard 
Point, 3)An acceptable timber harvest plan, if possible, for 
Orca Narrows lands. 

on December 2, 1994 the Trustee's council passed a 
resolution which placed a price cap for the Core Lands for 
t'air market value up to S2l. 4 million, for a conservation 
easement it W'as $16 million. If an appraisal reflected a 
fair market value in excess of these caps, The Eyak 
corporation would not receive the extra value in cash. It 
would only be considered as a charitable donation to the 
Forest Service. If the Council• s appraisal came in less 
than these caps, Eyak would get less, there was no 
guaranteed minimum amount. 

Logging operations were halted throughout 1994 as Eyak 
negotiated with the Trustees Council. As a result of this 
year long negotiation process Eyak lost a lar;e potential 
for timber harvest income and sold approximately 2,000 acres 
of commercial timber harvest rights only to the Trustees 
Council in the area of Orca Narrows. Eyak was paid only 
$3.45 million even though the Trustee Council's original 
appraisal valued this timber at '$4. 2 million. Further 
transactions fell through as Eyak was unable to meet the 
ever increasing demands of the Trustee council for·control 
of development rights in the Orca Narrows Area. 

The Trustee Is Council of.fer of February 28 # 1996 supersedes 
the December; 1994 offer and dropped the value of the Core 
land package to $7 million ~ith the possibility of a larger 
payment. if they determine throuqh appraisal that fair market 
value is more. The Council's current appraisal work put the 
value of the Core Lands at between $2.9 to $3.9 million. 
Eyak feels that the property is ~orth more and is working to 
appraise that value. 

The Councii is· appraisal method does not reflect a value 
consistent with what Eyak projects to make if the timber is 
harvested and does not appraise the timber rights for more 
than one timber cycle. The value Eyak places on its property 
interests is to be based upon an estimate of value with 
highest and best use considering commercial timber harvest. 
Eyak will work this year to create an appraisal to set a 
value which then can be incorporated into a serious counter 
offer back to the Trustee Council. 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 
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To: Trustee Council 
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brccL<-t.....l · -r 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEMBERS AND THEIR ALTERNATES:· 

Botelho, Bruce 
Burden, Gen~ 
Frampton, Jr., George T. 
Janik, Phil . 
Pennoyer, Steve 
Rue, Frank 

Tillery, Craig 
Brown, Michele 
Williams, Deborah 
Wolfe, Jim 
Collinsworth, Don 
Bosworth, Rob 

Document Sent By: -------------------------------
8/15/95 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 

United States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 



Jierra Club 
Alaska Field Office 
241 E. Fifth Avenue, Suite 205, Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 276-4048 • f-AX {907) 258-6807 

February 13, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage AK 99501 

RE: Eyak Corporation logging in "core lands" 

Dear Trustee Council Members, 

I have heard that the Eyak Corporation has filed notice that it 
intends to selectively log its lands at Power Creek, Eyak River, 
and Eyak Lake. 

The Sierra Club and the seven other environmental organizations 
which comprise the Alaska Rainforest Campaign would oppose the 
Trustee Council purchasing these 11 Core lands 11 fee simple if they 
have been logged. As you know, a fee simple purchase of the core 
lands would be very controversial in Cordova and within the Eyak 
corporation. A fee simple purchase after logging would retain 
all the problems of a fee .simple purchase, without the benefit of 
protecting the forest and its resources. 

I strongly urge the Trustee Council members to immediately . 
communicate to the Eyak Board .that you will not purchas.e the 
these areas if they are logged. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

~~~ 
Pamela Brodie 
Environmental Representative, 
Public Advisory Group 

cc: Alaska Rainforest Campaign steering committee members 

;;-. ·..l:.: 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 
Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 

I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 
by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent.Jogging on this land 
in perpetuity. ~-

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthe deal would create a three~ year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, k c:. .c ,· .StQn q 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & PO\\~R CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

In re.spcnse to the plans by Eynk Corporati!Jn tQ harvr.st 6 mil:icn beard feet (e.bout 20%) of tr;,£,s 
around Eye..k Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek starting 1.\tarch lS, we tha under3igncd ha.\'(! 
~rave concern.o about: 
" public safety - hclicQpter and lngginf truck operationR w1thin c1ty limits and in popula!' 

recreational areas, 
..J publle health - adequate waterihed protedon for the City's water 11upply (under Area 

Meriting Special Attention or .A .. "''S.-\) and noise di:turba.nce from operations, 
.J riparian babltat- c:utling a lnrg<' number {61) of tn:t!ll wit.h:n th~· Eyak River l'llream Ridt~ bufft:'r 

may harm Eyak River fi11h habi~t and &alrnon ru.ne, and . 
..J road malotenanee- the City and State .should nut be held liablt~ ta ma.i.ntain roads damaged 

from Eyak Corporation's operations. 

Since the proposed Eyak Corporation operations arc under City jurisdiction as an annexed and 
AMSA area, we the tmdersigncd r()quest the City to aggressively adv~cate a deal between Eyak 
Corporation and the EVOS Trustee Council to purchase all timber fights in the Core Lands, 
indudinr Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Pow&r Creek as an alternative and ptlo.r..1Q eny lo~gin~. 
Further, we urge the Cit.y Lo NO! support acquit!tion of timber rights or fee &lmple title to the&e 
lands if any logging commences. 

If neeotiations lo purchase tJ:.e ~Core Land& are unsuccessful, we tlte undersigned expect tbe 
City to charg.:> the full sales tax of 6~ on all tim.bcr &ah:s. Furth~r. we request the City to have Eyak 
Corporation post a Reetoretion Bund aufficient tij mitigate: potential damage to the City's 
watershed, riparian hobitat, City roada, State roa~~, and USFS traila. 

uNN~MwE~.t~PMRI~HI~lL-------~N~·AM--E~<~St~~~J~------~~~--------~D~ 
JJ "'., ' / ...-, It .,.~ . ..... I :"7 ·p ,. ... .. "" . ,,t b If., x,.....,,..t4~0 = r ~ ' '"'-- ,.,r ·l<· ?~ 

----J....>:..------~........:;;. ......... I"'?J __ ·--=-----=.x~. ?...:.;.r:::c_JJ.J:, 1 

~ yf(J) 

fh·, tt-lt..) 

£ . ) .5· ;/(. 

./~t~·. ( 

~., / ' ,. ' .... -- ? ' -1 (:: 

C..C (4,1)cv'A ··I£ ... -, (.., 

1- If--'~ b 

~~~~~~......;'lo..o~~~~~~=-;......u.,...t:~~~~~t.....:-.~··riS--fJ, 



URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

In re>!ipOnse to the plans by En.k Cor,Joration h1 t!cu·vest 5 million board feet (about 209(,) of trees 
around Eyak Lake, Eyak kher twd Powu Creek et~trting March 16, we the und~:raigned h&vE­
ifave conccns ~about: 
' public u.fety - helicopter and loG"sinG truck operations within city limits and in popular 

recreational areas, 
.J public healtb - adequate watershed prot~ction for the City's WAter &~pply (under Area 

Mcliting Special Attention or AMSA) and noise disturbance from operations, 
-J riparlan habitat- cutting a large number f61) of trees withlr. the Eyak River stream side buffer 

rnay harm Eyak River fish habitat and salmon runs, and 
-J road maintenance- the City and State 8hould not be held liable to maintuin roads damaged 

frvm Eyak ColJloration'& operations 

Since the propcsed Eyak Corporatior. operation" arc under City jurisdiction as an rmnexed and 
A..'! SA orea, we the undcroigned requel!t the City to aggressiv~ly ·a~vocatc a deal bt.otween Eyak. 
Corpnration and the EVOS Trustee Council to purehase all timber rights in the Core Lands, 
inch1ding Eyalt Lak~:~, Ey(tk River and Power Creek u an alt(lrnattve and prior to a.ny logging. 
Fun.her, we uric;! the City to N.QI. iUpport acquisition of timber riehtg or fee simple title to these 
lund:3 if any loggin~: commences. 

If negotiation' to purchas~ the 1.n:t..att Core Lands are unsuc.:cnful, we the undersigned e.xpect the 
City to cnargl?. th(' fu!l sales tnx of 6rk on all timber aalea. Further, we request the City to have Eyak. 
Corporation post a Restori'tion Bond &ufficient to mitigate potential dama~e to the City's 
watershrd, riparian habitat, City roadi, State roads, and USFS trails. 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EY AH lAKE, EY AK RIVER & PO,VER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!t 

ln response w the plans by Eya.k Corporation to harvest 5 milhor. board feet (about ~0~) of trees 
IUO;.md Eyak. Lake, £yak River and Power Creek 1tarting Mart.b 15, we th<.! undersignEOd have­
grave conct'ms about: 
'>! public safety - helicopter and logging truck op~rations ,.,-ithin rity limits and in popular 

recreational areas, 
.J public bulth - adequate watcr~l~ed protection for the City's water supply (under Area 

Mcrittnit Spcdal Attention or A..\iSA I and noise disturba.ru:e from operation!~, 
-./ riparian babltat -cutting a largP. number (61) oftreeA within Lhe Eyak Rivcc stream sidt buffer 

may harm Eya.k River fish haHtat tt."'ld salmon rtUUI, and 
..J road maintenance- the City end State &bould not be held liuble '" nui.intuin roads damaged 

from Eyak. Corporation's operations. 

Since the prf.lposed Eyak Corporation operations are under Ci~y jurit~diction f!:i an annexed and 
AMSA area, we the undersigned r~~u&st the City to aggressivelyo advocate a deal between Eyak 
Corporation and the EVOS Trustee Council to purchase all tirnh"E!r ri,hb In 1l1e Core Land:~, 
includmg Eya'k Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek as an alternative and prior to any Jarring. 
Fu.rther, we urge .the City to l'iO.I support acquisition of timber rla:hts or fee simple title to these 
lancl• if any logging commences.· 

If negotiations to purchase the in.t.f.l.d. Core Lands are unsucceesful, we the underl5ign~c! expect the 
City to charge tl"le full sales tax of6~. on all timber sale". Further, we requto:~t the City to have Eyak. 
Corporation post a Rcetoration Bond 1ufti.dent to mitigate potential d arnage to the City's 
watershed, riparian habitat, City roads, State roads, and USFS trails. 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

!n response Lo the plant hy Eyak Corporation to harv..;st 5 million board feet (about 20~) of trees 
around Eyak. Lake, Eya"k River and Power Creek startlnr Mafch U, we the undersigned have 
grave concerns about: 
v public 1afety - heliccptc:r a11d logging truck opcnticm!l within city limits and in popular 

recreational areas, 
~ public beaJtb - adcqunie watershed protection for the City'& water aupply <under Art-a 

Merltini Special Attention or AMSA) L'id noise disturbance frorn operations, 
~ riparian habitat- cutting n larg<' number (6l) of trees within the Eyak River &m!a.m aide buffer 

may h~rm Eyak River fit~h habitat and 8tdmon nms, and 
..; road maintenance - the City and State should not bt.! h~::lu liable to maintain roads damngcd 

from Eyak Corporation's operations. 

Sinee the- proposed Eyak Corporation operations are under City j~_rir~d;ction a~ an ennexed and 
AMSA area, we the \llldersigncd rcque$t the City to aggrcs6ively ad\!ocate a dcttl between Eyak. 
Corporation and the EVOS Trust~e Council to purchase all timber rigl1ts i11 the Cote Lands, 
includine Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Puwer Creek as an flltcml'ltive and prior to a.ny Ioggins. 
Further, we u.rge the City to XQl. support acquisition of timber rights or f~ simple title to these 
land:t if any logging commences. 

If negotiations to purchase the 1n1.ala Core Lands are unt~uccessful, we the undenigned expect the 
City tu charge the full sales ta" of 6% on all timber sales. Further, we request the City to have Eya.k 
Corp<lraUon post a Restoratiu~ Bund aufficiertt to mitigate potential damage to the Cfty'a 
watershed, riparifl.n habitat, City roads, State roads, and lJSFS trailK. 

~ 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & PO\\~R CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

ln resp0nse t•J the plans by E,:,· at<. CC1T))O':'ation to harvest 5 million boe..rd feet (about 20"k) of tn·:~s 
:\round Eyak Lake, Eyak Rive:r 1nd. Power Creek &ttlrtiDi March 15, we the \2ndersigned have 
g;ravc c.;nce:rns about 
, public utet>' - heli!:;opter dnd loggi.cg truck operation~ within dty limits and in popular 

recreational ar<:Zi:S, 
v public healtb - adequate watershed Jirotection for the C1ty'11 water S\.lpply (under Area 

Mt.:riting Spacial Attlmtion or AMSA) a.nd nr,i~;e di.sturbance from operations, 
>/ riparian habitat - Cl•tting Q largr nurn bcr (61) of tree!> ~·ith.in the Eyak River stream sid4> buffl•r 

may harm EyG..k River fi~:>h h~bitat and salmon runs, and 
.,J r"ad maintenance -the Cn> and Sum should not b(' hdd liable to maintain ro~ds damaged 

from Eyak Corporation's oper&tions. 

SinC'e thL' prc.p~sed Eyak Corporation operations are under C1ty jurisdiction as an annexed and 
A.\1SA &srea, w~ tbe w1dcrsiened request the City to aggreiSsively advocate a deal between Evak 
Corporation And the EVOS Trustee Counril to purchase all timber riehta in the Core La~ds, 
including Eyak. Lake, Eytlk Rh·er and Power Creek as an alternative and prior to any loggin~;. 
Further, we ur~c the City to li.QI &\lppott acquisition o! limber right~ or fee simple title to these 
1and5 if any !oggi.ne- commencee. 

If negot1ati"ns to purchase the 1lliiltl. Core Lands are 1.1n8uece$~f1.1l, we th~ und.eraigned expect the 
Cit)' tu charge the f1.1ll sales tax of 6% on all timber sales. Further, we request the City to have Eyak 
Corporr.tion post a Restoration Bond auff1cient to n~itigate potential damaae to the City's 
watersh~d, riparian habitat, City roads, State roads, and USFS trails. 



URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK lAKE, EYAK RIVER & PO\\r:ER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHEDU: 

In n:t~ponse to the plans by Eyak C.;;rporatl:m to harvest 5 million bo&rd f~et (abQUt 20'if j of trees 
aroul'ld Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power Crwk Jtarting March 15, we the undersignod ha\'c· 
grave ronccms ~bcut: 
":.J public sdety - he.olicopt~r tlnd legging truck t:lpt:rations within city iimits and in popular 

recrc•tiooal a.reas1 

.J publit; bealth - adequate watershed protection for the City's water 151.1pply (under Are~ 
Meriting Special Attention or AMSA) and noise di>~turbance from operations, 

.J riparian habitat -cutting n l<~"til? number {61) oftr~C!~ within the Eyak Rh·er stream aide b1.1flh 
may harm Eyak River fish h;)bitat a.nd salmon runs, and 

v road znalnteoance- the City and State should not be held lialllt> t.c maintain roads damaged 
from Eyak Corp<Jration's operations. 

Sir.ee the proposed E)·ak Corporation operatioM arc undrr City jurisdiction as an annexed and 
~iSA art!a, we the undcrslgr.ed request the Chy to a&'KTessively ajivocate a deal between Eyak 
Corporation and the EVOS Trustee Council to purchase all timber-rights in the Cnre Lands, 
in eluding Eyak Lake. Eyak River Md Power Creek as an alternative and prior .to any log~ng. 
Further, we urge the City to l:i.Q.I aupport ac::quieition i>f timber rights or (e¢ iirnplc title tu tb~~ 
lands if' MY logein&' c:t~mtnP.nceR. 

If negotiations to purchase the iiWitl Core Lands are unt:ueeessful, we the undersigned expect the 
City to charce thu fulJ .oales tax of 6% on all timber sales. Furthel', we reque!t the City to ha'Ye Eyak 
Corporation po•t e. nestoration Bond sufficient to mit.i~:atc potential damage to the City's 
wat~rshed, rip!lrian habitat, City roa.d~t, State roadi, and USFS trailiS. 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

In respon~e to the plans by Ey8..k Corpor~:~tior; to harvest 5 mil:ion t>o217d feet (about 20%) of tret-~ 
around Eyak Lake, Eyak. River and Power Crc~k atl!lrtio& March 1 S, we the undersigned have 
g;rave concerns about: · 
v pllblic safety - hcEcopter and lo~.:gin1j truck operations within city limits and in pOJY,Jlar 

rc·;rel\tional areas, · 
\ public health - adt:quatc watershed p;-otedion for the City's water supply (undt!r An:a 

Meriting Special Attention or AMSM and noise disturbance from operations, 
·i riparian h•bitat- euttl.ng a largl' number (61) of trees within thC' Eyak River 11tream side buffer 

ma1 h4rm Eyak Rivt.r filih habitat IUld sealmvn run!, nnd 
J road maintenance- the City and State sh()uld not be hdd liO£bll.l to n•ainta{n road& dama,s&d 

from Eyak. Corpontion's operations 

Sinc:e the proposed Eyak Cr1rporation operations are under City jurisdiction as an annexed and 
A.\1SA area, we the underiiglled re:q1Joet the City to asgressively advoc:$le a deal between tyak 
CorpC~ration and the EVOS Trustee Co\.lncil to purchase all timbe! rights in the Core Lands, 
including Eyak Lake, Eyak Ri\·er nod Power Creek as an alternatiVe and J:lrlOt to any Jogging. 
Further, we ur;C" the City to N.Q.I support acquisiHon of timbtr rightM or fee simple title to these 
lande if OJ:\)' logging eommencu. 

If negotiation!! to purchase the ~ Core Lands arc unsuccessful, we the Widcrsigm:cJ exp~ct th~: 
City to charge the full sales tax of6~£ on all t1mber sales. Further, we request. the City to ha-ve Eyak 
Corporation post a. Restoration Bund 11ufficient to mitigate potential d~tmage to the City's 
watershed, riparian habitat., City roads, State roads, and USFS trail.s. 
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URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & PO\VER CREEK 

lAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVNS WATERSHED!!! 

lr. cespoMe t:J the plans by E,Ytik Corpvr<~ticn to h~l"\'e~t 5 million boa:rd feet (about 20)1.) oftre<-s 
arcund Eyak Lake, Eya.k River and Power Creek 1tarting Marc:b lG, we the undersigned have 
grave concerns abol.lt 
...; public aatety - helicopter and logffing truck OJ')era.tions within city limits and in popular 

ree.reatiol!lll Cll"cns, 
~ public health - adequatt· watenhed protection for the City's water &upply (under Area 

Mt!ritln8 Special Attention or AMSA) and noise digt..trbance from operation~:;, . 
.J ripat'ian habitat- cuttbg a larg~ number {61} oftrccs v.ithin the Eyak River etream side buffer 

may harm Eyak River fish habitat and salmon runs, and 
-.: road n:udntenauce - the City and State should not be held Jieble to maintain roads damaged 

from Eyak Corporation's op<>rations. 

Sine(! the proposed Eyak Corporation operations arc und~~r City Jcrisdidion as an annexed and 
A.'\1SA area, we the Wldersigned request the City to aggre.£sively advocate a deal betw~er, Eyak 
Corporation and the EVOS 'rrustee Council to purchltct! •11 timber riehu in the Core Lands, 
inch.Jdi14g Eyak. Lake1 Eyak River and Power Creek ae •n alternative and p,tJQt to any louing. 
F1.1rther, we urge the City to HOI support acquisition of timber rights 01' frc llilllple tltle to thes€' 
land$ if any loSGing commences. 

If n&gotiationl'i to purchase the iiJlatl Core Lands are unsurccssf'ul, we the undersigned e:x:pect the 
City to ch!Lrge the fuU sale; tax of 6"X· on an timber sales. Further. w~ request the City w have Eyak 
Corporation po.st 11 Restoration Bond aufficient to mitigate pot~ntial damage to the City's 
watershed, riparian habitat, City tOildt, State roads, and USFS tra.ile. 

APl>BESS DATE 

---------~---------~---------,·------

----------·-- --------------

-·-·-· ···----· 

~~ . 
•• -'!· 



L'RGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTEC..'T CORDOVA'S WATERSHEDlH 

In response to the plans by Eyak Corp•Jtation to harvest 5 million ltoard fo-et {about 20%) of trees 
around Eyak Lake, !yak River and Power Creek ttarttng March 15, we the undersigned have 
lfsve toncerns about: 
'I puJ,Hc eafety - hcllcoptcr and logghli lruek operations within city limit!! and in popu.la:r 

recreational area», 
~ pubUc health adequate watershed proteetioo for the City's water supply (under Area 

Meriting Specilll Att.Antion or AMSA) ar.d noiee disturbance from operatil:n.u, 
.J riparian habitat - euttinf a largu nwnb.t (61) of tree• within tl•e Eyak River stream aide buffer 

may harm Eyak River fi~h habit8t and salmt>n runs, and v road malnteuanee - the City and State ahould not be held liable to maintain roads damaged 
from Eyak Corporation's opeut1ons. 

Since the propoaed Eyak Corporation operations Mre under City juriidiction aa an &D.Der.ed and 
A.'4SA area. we the undt:fligned. requ6st the City to aggreasiv@]Y. advocaw a deal between Eyllk: 
Corporation and the EVOS Trustee Council to purchase all timber ri&hts in the Core Lands, 
including Eyak LGkc, Eyak River and Power Creek as an alternative and prior to any log~P.ng. 
Further, we urge the City to N.Q.I support acquisition of timber rfihU or. tee aimple title to theae 
l=ds lr fan)' logging commences. 

If n~gotiations to purehAec the ~ Core LRnda ue uo•uecc•stul, we the u.oderei1:11ed e.~pect the 
City to charge the full salt:~~ t.u. of' 6% on aU ti.znbet tales. Further, w~ r!J~I.Iettt the City to have Eyak 
Corporation po1t a R~elurat.ion Bond sufficient to mitigate potent1al damqe to the City'a 
watershed, riparian habitat. City raadi, State roads, a.acl USFS trails. . 

DATE 

-----------~--------------------------~--------------------

-----·-----~----------------------------------------

··--···---------------~----

--·-------------~-~---~ ......... _________ _ 
--------··-· 



URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EY AK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & PO\\'ER CREEK 

·LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

ln rcsponst> to the pltms by E,Yak Corporaton to harve-st 5 millioa bol!rd fc:et (about 20'iH of trt:~~ 
around Eyal!.. Lake, Eyak River And Power Creek starting Marcb 15, we tha t:.ndersign~d have: 
grr.,·e ron,erns about: 
-.J public safety -· helicopter ar.d logging truck operations within ~ity litrdts !nd in popular 

recrcati1mal areas, 
.J public health - adeq\:tltc watershed pr:>tertion for the City's water supply (under Area 

Meriting Special Attention or AMSA) and noise disturbance from op<Jrations, 
.J riparian habitat -cutting a lar~e 111,1mi.H:r <61, or trees within the Eyak River stream ~ide buffer 

may harm Eyak Ri\'o;>r li11b habitat and salmon !"WlS, and 
v road maintcnaaee - the City and State shodd not be held Hable to maintain roadr. damaged 

from Eyak Corporation'6 operations. 

Since the proposed Eyak Corp<>ration operation!! ere under City jurisdictif.\n ae an annexed &nd 
A!ltSA area, we the undersigned re-quest the City to aggrenivcly advocate a deal between Eyak 
Corpcration and the EYOS Trustee Council to purchase all timbPr rights in the Core .Land!i, 
includin~ Eyak Lake, Eyak River a!'d Power Creek as an alternative and prjgc to any Jogging. 
Further, w& urrt: the City to KQ.T. support a~qui.;ition of timber rights vr fee &irople title to these 
lands if any Jogginr c.;lmmeL'I.CeJ. 

If negotiations to purchase the i.n1iK1 Core Land5 are unsuc:cest~ful. we thf undersigned e1pect the 
C1t.>' t.u chargr. thQ full sales tax of 6% on all timbt·r sales. Further, we request the City to ha\'e Eyak 
Corporatlon post a Re:itoration Bund &uffideo.t to mitigate potential damllge to the City's 
watarr;hed, riparian habitat, City roads, State toads, and USFS trails. 

--···---"" .. ---·-----------------------------
-------------------------- -···- ----------

-. . ·- ·----------

--· ··----------------··· .. ···-------------
----------------------------------------



URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

Jn rejlpoMe t.o the plans by Eyak C0rporat:on to harvest 5 milti;m board feet (about 20~) of tree~ 
around Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek 8tarting March 15, we the ~:ndersigned have 
grave concerns about: 
-.J public safety - helitopter and l<>gging truck operation£ "''ithin city limits and in popular 

recreational breas. 
~ public health adequate \~atcnhed protection for the City'g wat(~r t~upply (under Area 

MeritinQ" Special Attention or AMSA) and noise disturbance from operat1onl:i, 
..J riparian habitat- cutting a largl' number (61) of trees within th{;' Eyak River atream aide buffer 

may harm Eyak River fish habltat 8.!ld !ialmon runs. and 
.J road .nalutenanoe -the City and State should net be held liable to maintain roads daruaecd 

from Eya.k Corporation's cpcntiona. · 

Since the proposed Eyak Corporation "perations are under City juriSidktion •• an annexe-d and 
AMSA area, we the undrmdgned request the City to a~greseively advocate a dual between Eys.k 
Corporation and the EVOS Truste~ Council to purchase aU lim.Lei·rights in the Cor~ Lands, 
includinr Eyak Lake, Eyak River and Power Creek as an alternative and prior to any logging. 
Further, we ur;e the City to liQI support acquisition of timber rights or fee simple title to the:;e 
land• if any logclne eommen~ee. 

If negotiations to purchase the .in1id Core Lftnds are unsuccessful, we the undersigned expect the 
City to charge tho full rtales tax of 6~ .. on all timber sales. Further, we request the City to have Eyak 
Corporation poet • Restoration Bond sufficient to mithrate potential damare to the City's 
watershed, riparian habitat, City roads1 Shte roads. a.nd USFS traila. 

_________ ......;__ __ -----·-·----.. ··--·-------------

·---------- -------· .... ----

------------· 



URGENT PETITION 
TO PROTECT EYAK LAKE, EYAK RIVER & POWER CREEK 

LAST CHANCE TO PROTECT CORDOVA'S WATERSHED!!! 

ltl reiponEc to the plane b;y Eyak Corpor:~tion to harv~at ~ million b~ar<! feet (about 20%) of trees 
araur.d Eyak Lake, F.yak River and Power Creek atartl.ne March 15, we the undersigned have 
grave concerns about.: 
..J public 1afety - helicopttr and loggir.g truck operations within city limita and in popular 

recreational areas, 
~ public h•a1th - adequntc watershed protaction for the City'• water supply (under Aret\ 

M~riting Special Attcnticn or A..'\1SA) and noise diaturbance fl'C'm optn•atiou, 
.J. riparfau habitat - «:utting 1large number (61) of treea withJn the Eyak. River strum aide b\.tffer 

may harm Eyak River fi1h habitat and aalmon rw:u, and 
..J road matnteAaaoo - the City and State shQUld not be held liabltt to maintain roads damaged 

from Eyak Corp<~tation's operations. 

Since the propoaed Eyak Corporation operations are Urlditr City jurisdiction as an annexed and 
AMSA area, we the undersigned req\1eat the City to aggreljcively_advocatc a deal between Eyak 
Corporation and the EVOS Trustee Council to purchase all timbur ri&'hts b1 tho Core Land11, 
indudi.ng Eyak Lake. Eyak River and Power Creek u an alternative and ;rior tp uy loreing. 
Further, we urte the City to lS:OJ: support acqui11ition of timber rights or fee simple title to the.e 
lands !f any logging commsnees. 

If negotiation a tu pun:hase tho in.tf&t Cart:: Landa are unsucceuful, \\<'e the \l.!l:iereiBilecl expeet the 
City tu charge the fullaetles tu: of6'11.1 on all timbt>r !lales. Further, wo J'(lqueat the City to have Eyak 
Corporatitm post a Restoration Bond Bllf1'1dent to tnitigBtt potentia! damaJt~ to the City'• 
wate"hecl. rii)Arian habitat, Chy roads, State roadi, and USFS trails. 

NAME flffliNTl &ME {SIGN> ADDRESS DAD 

------------~- - ----------------------------

·-------~--

-------------------·--------------------------------------



E:cr:on VaMez Oil Spill TrusU::e Council 
Attn: Molly McCo.mmon 
645 G Street. Suite 401 
Anchorogo, Ala~ka 99501-3151 

Dear Trustee Council, 

I wish to notify the Trustee Council that from thls pom!f0!M-fuid:T1i~'hki~ri~~.P~i\~Pnrtine 
any further land o.equiaition by the Council-

! now beli~;;ve that N atiYea and community leaders would be best :seJ.-ved through prvjt'!~;~~ 
thnt promote land su:;wardsh1p throu~rh self determination of culturally .s:~pprnpriMP 
economic development of forested lands. 

The rcla.tionahip with the lo.nd pro"<-ides the basis for the Nativ~:lJ.ltural ident.iLy. Net~ht~ti 
must be allowed tc retam the land and rekindle their ance!'trRI Jmnd11 hy n~bmniniug their 
own lend ate ... vardahip ethic - including options for furest management. - a::~ IJ<srt ut: U1t:~ 
legacy they wish tc leave the1r ch!.ldren. 

I full_v reahze that this may result in clea.r-cuttine of RomP. land parcels. But it may not if the 
Truatee Council and en ... -iron.mentalleadens put the same ellt:a·gy LhetL Lh~J arE:! now puttln$l 
into pressuring tbr land acquisitions inl-lt~RCI int.o provirling th~ people who own the land 
v.-ith a way to work tog<=ther to build a common fut.urc: wiLhL"tlt!J-I~Ct to forest use and 
management. 

Ultimately, I bAiiRv~ that ~nr.r.P.~!l.fullong-t-'!lrm s~wardship offorestOO.lands occ.-urs when 
people own the hmd and own theh· cho.ice$ fur Lht: laml. The ideas for land management 
must come from thR pP.oplP., not from govl;!rnmcmts or corporations, howaver well-intended. 

ln Closing 1 ask: Csm you think pf ::~ny purchase of indigenous p90ples' land by a.ny 
government that in hiudsight was in Lh~ k.,L lung L~rm interests of the Native people? 

1 would welcome working with the Tn&:~L~ Council and others on pro.fe<.'tS that promote land 
stewardship s:mri riiffP.mnt. opt.ions for forest management by working with ~the people. 

c.~;. Gu~~cuur KnuwlelS 
Alaska environnvmtal groups 
UF A board members 

Sinc.:erely, 

-e.\ \C;l OTr 
. R.:iki Ott 

Native corporations in the spill zone 
Nallvt! Lribal councils in the splll zone 

Tni"nt o r.<t 

te).3.?-.JH 



Alaska 
Wilderness 
Recr~atio~& 
Tounsm T> 

~ Association 
.i...t~-~~~;;;-nnd !Cl.t!Um ,; ;_ ,;wl!!i ~ 
March 13, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Ataska 99501-3451 

Re: Habitat Protection and Acquisition Program 

·-~ . 

P.O. Box 2282-
Juneau, AK 99802 

Phone: 907 -463-303~ 
Fax : 907.463.3280 

As Executive Director of the Alaska Wilderness Recreation and Tourisrt) Association (A WRTA) I would like to 
e~te~d- ~1y support and thanks to the T~stees' for their continued effons'to.further the habitat protection and 
acqutsJtton program. In the comprehens1ve, balanced, ecosystem approach endorsed by the Trustees, habitat 
protection and acquisition is a means of restoring not only injured resources bm also the services dependent on 
those resources. 

However, AWRTA members have expressed concern about equal allocation of these funds. To date $161.5 
million of the $375 million earmarked for habitat protection and acquisition has been spenr; yet. some of the mosc 
seriously affected resources within the oil spill region remain threatened. While AWRTA recognizes the 
parameters within which the Tntstee Cotlncil must work to successfully complete the complex negotiations, we 
would like to encourage the Trustee Council to now focus on Prince William Sound and the Kenai P~ninsula. 

The following summary of completed transactions highlights our concern: 

Kodiak Region: Total of 278,089 Acres 
41,549 acres private inholdings on Afognak Island (Seal Bay and Tonki Cape) 119.885 acres from Akhiok­
Kaguyak Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 31,000 acres from Old Harbor Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife 
Refuge 60,000 acres from Koniag Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge 25,655 from Kodiak Island Borough on 
Shuyak Island . . · . 

Kenai Peninsula: Total of 23,800 Acres 
2.3.800 acres. private inholdings in Kachema.k Bay Srate Park 

Prince William Sound: Total of 2.052 Acres 
2,052 acres in Orca Narrows from Eyak Corporation 

We support acquiring .areas that are imminently threatened and have restoration ,;alue: however. we would like co 
see some acquisitions based on past damage. Alaska does not have an unending supply of wild and undeveloped 
land. Wild shorelines are a dwindling commodity but it is our hope that Prince William Sound and che Kenai 
Peninsula will continue to offer unique opportunities for the wilderness user. The habitat protection and 
acquisition program is the appropriate restoration tool to accomplish this end. 

Thank you for your time and consideration of this issue. 

s~~eJ', _ \"/ '· 
~1-\JJU'-:-tvt.... 
Steve Behnke 
Executive Director 

... 



~ 
The l\:ation~l Outdoor Lead«rship School 
Alaska Branch 
PO 'Box 981, F'alm~t. Alaska 99645..008 ~ 
907·74.5-4047 
Fax ~C7·745-6069 

NOIS Don Ford 
Br.mch Oi!'fcto, 

Mat(h 12, 1996 

Exxon Valdez·OU Spill Trustee Council 
645 C Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Re: Habitat A-cquisition in Southwestern Prince William SO\.Ind 

As Director of the National Outdoor Leadership Sch01 '' (~.OLH) l ~tJufd lik~- tc 
extend my support and thanks to the Trustees' for theu cc·nUnued t·tfc;r.b> to 
further the habitat protection and acquisition progra%1\. ln th• cmn})tehensi ·.-. 
batanced., ecosystem approach endorsed by the Trustee,, habit.tt pNtt-t1ion md 
acquisition is a means of restoring not only injured resoul\."f'S but al:~tJ trw se", h't'S 
dependent on those resources. 

As a consequence of the Exxon Valdu oil spill, recreabun in Ptin<e ~villlii\m 
Sound (PWS) has been significantly affected. RecreationaJists arr e;ti a s-t!ek.lnl\ 
areas that have not been disturbed by the spill and heNtofore r~i\lt•d little u )llJ 

use. Moreover, areas that have been previously impact~d by re~n·aliort are N•~ 
seeing additional visitation. 

NOLS is concerned that Southwestern Prince William ~ound not be u'\'•~rloo~>*<l 
when making acquisitions. To date $161.5 minion of th~ $3'75 mliU.:>r .eann.art..f<t 
for habitat protection and acquisition has been spent; y\!lt, s·ome of the ft10!'$t 
seriously affected resources within the on spffi reglon Nmain threi1WJ~e<l. Whikt 
we recognize the parameten·within which the Trustee'· ouncil must w~)rk to 
successfully complete tfte complex negotiations,.we would Uke C'O tln•:f.)tlrage 1!w 
Trustee Council to now focus on Southwestern Prince w illhun ~unci 

The following sunu.nary of completed trarv;actions nighltghts our cor~t:ern 

Kodiak Region: Total of 278,()89 Acres 
41,549 acres private inholdings on Afognak Island (Seal Bay and 1 ·c·ruu l ·ape) 
119,885 acres from Al:hiok-l<aguyak Inc in Kodiak National Wildlife ~efage 
31,000 acres from Old Harbor Inc in kodiak National Wdd.life Rf'ru:~t 
60,000 acres from Kontag Inc in Kodiak National Wikilif~ Rt!fugt· 
2S,655 from f<odiak Island Borough on Shuyak Island 

Kenai Peninsula: Total of 23,800 Acra 
23,800 acres private i.nh.oldings in I<acllemak Bay Stahl Park 

--\.--------------··· 



National Outdoor Leadership School 

Prince William SolUld: Total of ~52 Acres 
2,052 acres in Orca Narrows from Eyak Corporation 

We support acquiring areas that are immin~ntly threaten,!d and. :tavt !'fsto' ati•m 
value; however, we would like to see some acqui;itio,,s based 0'1'1 pe.st damax,e 
Alaska does not have an unending supply of wi1d and undevt-loperJ land. \~•l·l 
shorelines are a dwindling commodity but it is our h(lpe thnt Sot.t.thwestem 
Prin-ce William Sound will continue to offer unique oppottu nitiefi ~)r tht­
wildemess user. The habitat protedion and acquJsition pr·ogrant is Uw 
appropriate restoration tool to accomplish this end. 

Specifically, we encourage the TJ'\llstees to focus 'On tht· following ana~•: 

Dangerous l'assagf: 
South end of Knight !&land 
East side of Knight bland 
Chenega Island 
Bainbridge/ Evans/ LaToqcl\e Islands 

We appreciate your efforts in soliciting public input al'ld lc;0k ft)rward lo th• 
progression of the habitat acquisition program. Thank ) ou for :mur hnur 1%\1.1 
consideration of this issue. 

~r:elr·-1 () 
Don~~~ 
Director NOLS Alaska 

---------------·--·· .. 

.<t.~ 

.. ~ 



Museum ~xhibit offers' .... passage through 
Exxon V aldef disaster 

Editor's Note: Brian 
O'Donoghue, who covered the 
Exxon Va/..t:kz oil spill for the 
News-Miner, gives his per­
spective on a University of 
Alaska Museum exhibit on 
the 1989 disaster; 

By BRIAN O'DONOGHUE 
Staff Writer 

One·time beach washers, bird 
scrubbers, boom tenders and 
other Fairbanks residents who 
found themselves on the front 
lines during Alaska's spill-stained 
summer of 1989 will flnd much 
they recognize, a few things they 
might debate, as well as inter­
esting updates, in a new exhibit 
at the t: niversity of Alaska' Mu­
seum. 

"Darkened Waters: Profile· of 
an Oil Spill," is a collection of 
photographs, audio recordings, 
maps, oil samples and notes 
about the Exxon Valdez tanker 
accident, and the resulting $2 bil­
lion cleanup. 

The exhibit opens with the 
tanker's disastrous grounding. 
"There was no single, simple 
reason why the Exxon V8.ldez 
crashed into Bligh Reef, one of 
the l:5est known hazards in Prince 
William· Sound," the display 
states. · 

The in:roductory segment, ''A 
Huge Di.5aster," otTers viewers a 
powerful blend of photo!), illus­
trations-including a schematic 
showing the gaping holes 
p!mche<l in the tanker-and pli· 
mary sou!'ce material, such as an 
audio rt::<:"ording of tanker Cap­
tain Joe Hazelwood's radio report 
to the t:.S. Coast Guard station·· 
in \'aldez. 22 minutes after his 
ship struck the reef. 

The e:rllibit next otTers "The 
Rush to React," a collection of 
spill CO:ltainment boom, oil 
wipes, ae!ial photos of the efforts 
to contain the spill and recorded 
comments from Alaska .. Native 
village;; ensnared in the 
spreading crude. The overall por· 
trait supports the d1:,-play's text: 
" ... ultim.::.tely all methods of stop­
ping the ~pread of oil failed." 

BEACH WALK-A,- crew 
member surveys a beach de· .. 
signated for cleanup after 
the 1989 Exxon oil spill in 
this exhibit photo by Tina 
Baugher. 

Condensing an event as 
sweeping as 1989's spill into 
quickly digestible fragments has 
the inevitable effect .. of a tele­
graphed message, in which major 
issues receive Qnly passing treat­
ment. For· example, Exxon's $2 
billion cleanup is reduced to a se­
ries of photos, providing passing 
glimpses of mobilization that cul­
'minated in an 11,000-person 
clean-up force, which burned 
more fuel than the 10.7 million 
gallons spilled by the Exxon 
Valdez. 

The comment from Roger 
MacCampbell, a state district 
ranger at Kachemak. Bay, offers a 
case in point. "The earliest days 
of the spill were chaos," Mac­
Campbell says in one of the ex­
hibit's Points of View graphics. 
"We were totally unprepared for 
working together as agencies." 

The ex:hib1t was put together 
by the Pratt Museum in Homer 
with the assistance of the Na· 
tional Science Foundation and an 
assortment of other state, federal 

and private groups. As might be 
expected · in an exhibit high­
lighting the work of local volun­
teers who mobilized to clean 
beaches near their town, there is 
an Apocalyptic tone to many of 
the displays, particularly those in 
the segment entitled "A Shock to 
Nature," dealing with the crude's 
effect on local wildlife. 

But update cards-one of 
"Darkened Waters" most im­
pressive features-help place the 

. ,_ overall damage to the ecosystem 
-,'in perspective. For example, a 

large photo of a dead eagle is ac-
companied by this 1993 update: 
"The bald eagle population is re­
covering and long-term effects 
from the spill appear unlikely!' 

The touching photos of 
Exxon's $45 million effort to 
clean oiled otters and birds . are, 
likewise, presented in cont:exf;. 
"No one knows how many sea ot­
ters survived rescue efforts," an 
update caro reports, "most of the · 
45 otters monitored after rescue 
died or disappeared., 

The final segment, "It's Not 
Over,'' offers viewers a variety of 
issues to take home, such as the 
frequency of oil . spills and ~e 
proliferation of oil-based prod- . 
ucts in the AmeriCan household. 
The legacy of the Exxon Valdez is 
addressed in a 'series of photos 
demonstrating . oil still lingered. 
as late as 1992, under the surface 
of one of Exxon's clean beaches. 

"Darkened Waters' will re­
main on display at the UA Mu­
seum through April28. 

ti!AIRBA~ · 

Daily Ne"Ws .•llliner 

Thursday, March 28, 1996 



OIL AND WATER-Vanessa Vick's exhibit photo shows a spill 
clean-up worker using a high-pressure ·water hose to remove 
oil from a Sleepy Bay beach. 

STILL THERE-Although oil from the Exxon Valdez spill is no longer visible on many beaches, it 
can still be found under the surface, as shown i.1 this exhibit photo by Tina Baugher. 



Exxon Ualdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 6 Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alask:a 99501- 3451 

Kristine Schiebel 
15 Acme Auenue 
Bethpage, NY 11714 

Dear Trustee Council: .. _ 

EXXON VALDEZ rJ!L SPilL 
TRUSTEE C0~"<-l 

I am aware that accidents due in fact occur. The contamination 
of 1500 miles of land is a large accident. Although Rlask:a has been 
compensated with money, money can not replace a life. When a large 
mistak:e. is made that should haue been preuented it is quite difficult 
to ouer look:. Alask:a's citizens might haue smiled and eKcepted the 
money, but to the remaining animals the money receiued meant 
nothing in. I lik:e your effort to get the gouernment inuolued with the 
NRDR though. My references were not updated to this year, but 
hopefully the animals haue been compensated too.· 

Sincerely, 

1!z~;/c/ak( 
Kristine Schiebel· 



Walter]. Hichel 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

February 23, 1996 

Dear Members of the EVOS Trustee Council: 

Anch,>rJgc Aluska iJ951 u-1 700 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

As the seventh anniversary of the 1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) approaches, I 
would like to urge you to diligently pursue the unique opportunity you have to help 
fulfill the intent of the EVOS Settlement. 

As many of you know, when my administration was negotiating the $1 billion settle­
ment with Exxon, we insisted the word "enhancement'' be added to the agreement. 
That small but important word allows the trustees not only to rehabilitate and restore 
the Sound, it allows you to improve the region. 

It has been seven years since the oil spill took its place in the pages of Alaska's 
history. Alaskans are deserving of timely closure to at least those aspects of this 
tragedy that man can actually influence. For many whose lives were harmed by the 
spill, closure will be difficult or impossible to attain. As to the injured resources, it will 
likely take the forces of nature and time to complete the task. However, prudent 
actions of the Council can hasten the day when such closure is substantially achieved. 

· Prince William Sound is fast. becoming one of the premier tourist and recreational 
destinations. To me, it is the finest water recreational area in the world. The 
restoration and enhancement actions by the Council in the Sound today will help 
mitigate the effects of the spill through fish and wildlife habitat conservation, and it will 
help spur growth in outdoor recreation industries which fosters regional economic 
growth. 

I urge you to act upon the public's overwhelming support for implementing a balanced 
conservation/enhancement plan for Prince William Sound, and move ahead without 
delay in advancing a positive legacy from the tragedy of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. 



DEPART~IENT OF COMMERCE AND 
ECONOlVIIC DEVELOPMENT 

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

::J P 0. BOX 110804 
JUNEAU. AK 99871-0804 
PHONE (907) 465-2017 
FAX: (907) 465-3767 
ITY: (907) 465-2137 

'J 3601 C Street. Suite 700 

DIVISION OF TRADE AND DEVELOPMENT 

February 20, 1996 

Anchorage. AK 99503 
PHONE: (907) 269-8110 
FAX: (907) 269-8125 

c:J 751 OLD RICHARDSON HWY. ~205 
FAIRBANKS. AK 99701 

Molly McCammon 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Subject: Korean Broadcasting System Delegation 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

PHONE: {907) 452-7464 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPill 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

We wanted to thank you for your assistance during the recent visit of representatives from the 
Korean Broadcasting System. The delegation's Alaska visit from January 25 through February 4, 
1996, provided them with the opportunity to meet with a variety of experts in the field of oil spill 
prevention, environmental protection and oil and gas development. Mr. Park and his film crew were 
very impressed with the information provided regarding Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
and the ongoing environmental restoration work. 

As you may be aware, Korea has experienced several oil spills in recent years that have raised the 
concern of the Korean people in the area of enviro.nmental protection. The documentary that Mr. 
Park is preparing will discuss the impacts to the environment and showcase many of Alaska's 
efforts to provide stronger regulations and work cooperatively with industry to establish 
comprehensive spill ptevep.tion and response efforts. While in Alaska, the Korean delegation was 
able to view firsthand many of the efforts of the State and federal governments and industry to 

.. conduct contingency pla.nping,_provide for adequate spill response equipment, and operate oil and · · 
gas facilities with an eye towards prevention of spills. 

We sincerely appreciate your efforts to assist the Korean delegation. Cooperative efforts such as 
th~o;, prClvide the opportunity for Alaska's wealth of knowledge in environmentally sound resource 
development to be spotlighted around the globe. We appreciate the time you provided toward these 
efforts. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Laurie Cunningham 
Trade Specialist 

08-H5LH 

~La~L/ 
Priscilla Post Wahl 
Compliance Assistance Manager 
Department of Environmental Conservation 

.. ' ,, ... 
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Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 
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I'd like to offer a belated thank you for your help last fall 
during my visit to Anchorage in September 1995. Also, please find 
enclosed a copy of an opposite-editorial {op~ed) piece written by 
one of the League's directors, Sam McDowell of Anchorage, about 
the large parcel purchases that are still pending. 

I thought you would like to see it before it is published by 
various Alaska newspapers (it was mailed on Monday, Jan. 29, from 
Gaithersburg, Md.). The intend of this piece is to congratulate 
the Council on what it has accomplished to date and to encourage 
both the Council and the landowners to do everything within their 
means to finish up the ot~er large-parcel purchases as soon as 
possible. 

Thanks again for your help, and all that you are doing to ensure 
that the restoration funds allocated for habitat acquis.ition are 
committed and used for that purpose. 

National Oifice: 
707 Conservation Lane Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878-2983 

Phone: {301) 548-0150 Fax: (301) 548·0146 

Midwest Office: 
5701 Normandale Road Minneapolis, Minnesota 55.t2.l. 
Phone: (612) 922·1608 Fax: (612) 922·0240 
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Oil Spill Habitat Acquisition: Step Up The Pace 

By Sam McDowell 

When the United States purchased Alaska in 1867, it took 

fewer than seven months for Congress to app:ove the agreement 
·';. .. ~ 

Secretary of State William H. Seward had signed with Russia. 

The speed with which Seward and Congress acted provides a 

timely lesson for government officials who are entering the third 

year of buying land in Alaska to offset fish and wildlife damages 

caused by the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. The threats to 

completing the five to eight transactions still on the table are 

likely to multiple two- or three-fold if these purchases are not 

concluded by the end of the year. 

Four serious obstacles already threaten the pending deals: 

First, membership within the Exxon Valdez Oil. Spill Trustee 

Council could change following the 1996 elections'this ·fall. This 

could prove disastrous depending on who is appointed to the 

council since it must unanimously approve each sale. 

The current trustees agree with the public's clear mandate 

that habitat protection is the best use of Exxon settlement 

funds. Expediency in completing the land purchases is the best 

insurance against the chance of new council appointments, should 

there be changes in elected officials later this year. 

National Office: 
707 Conservation Lane Gaithersburg, Maryland 20878-2983 

Phone: (30lj 548-0150 Fax: {301) 548-0146 

Midwest Office: 
5701 Normandale Road Minneapolis, Minnesota 55424 
Phone: {612) 922·1608 Fax: {612) 922-0240 
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Second, the approximately $165 million to $195 million 

remaining for habitat acquisition never will buy as much land as 

it can right now. The longer each sale takes, the more likely 

land prices will rise. 

The trustees already face paying a premium for uncut old­

growth spruce stands on Afognak Island because of the high prices 

these trees command when logged. Should prices continue to 

escalate, the government's purchasing power will erode further. 

Third, because most of the remaining parcels identified for 

purchase are forested, pressures mounting on landowners to use 

their assets will lead to additional timber harvesting. Delays in 

acquiring these areas -- containing some of the world's last 

Northern Hemisphere rain forest -- could mean losing the chance 

to set them aside for long-term, sustainable uses. 

Fourth, as anyone ever involved with protracted negotiations 

knows, fatigue sets in when weeks of discussions turn into 

months, and months int'o years. If the remaining transactions ·are 

as long and drawn out as the completed deals have been, the 

sellers may call it quits and refuse to sell. 

Having lived here since Alaska's territorial days -- 1948 to 

be exact I've seen much habitat disappear and many fish and 

wildlife population levels decline. For instance, the harbor seal 

population has collapsed throughout the spill region as has the 

king crab fishery. Biologists report that the only commercial 

fish species in the spill area not in decline are salmon. 

Completing the remaining Exxon Valdez restoration habitat 
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purchases is important because of these and other adverse impacts 

to the oil spill region. 

Acquiring coastal rain forest on Afognak Island and 

obtaining long-term protection for the Karluk River in the Kodiak 

National Wildlife Refuge will help ensure the region's bountiful 

salmon fisheries continue for generations to come. 

The other pending sales around Tatilek, Gpenega, Eyak and in 
"":.-~ 

the Kenai Fjords National Park are equally important 

opportunities to retain world-class natural resources. We cannot 

afford to lose them. 

Protecting habitat with oil spill restoration funds ensures 

that Alaskans and all Americans receive a dividend on their 

investment. The return is paid year after year through such 

industries and activities as commercial fishing, tourism and 

personal use hunting and fishing. It also means restoration 

funds will continue to work in Alaska through the shareholder 

trusts established by the native corporations whose .lands are 

purchased. 

Last fall, the trustee council closed two more purchases 

involving Shuyak Island and the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge. 

The trustees and lanqowners involved with these sales, as well as 

five others that preceded them, are to be congratulated. As a 

result, some 361,000 acres of habitat have been protected in 

perpetuity or by conservation easement. 

Now the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council and landowners need to 

continue to do everything they can to ensure that the pending 



acquisitions, which involve hundreds of thousands of additional 

acres, are completed by end of 1996. 

When putting together a real estate , time is of the 

essence. ·This maxim applies just as much to public land es as 

it does to commercial or residential real estate transactions. 

Neither the buyers nor the sellers can ford delays. The 

time has come to finish appraisals, sit ~own at the table, 

and negotiate the best deals possible. To do otherwise only cuts 

short this unique opportunity to turn the nation's worst oil 

spill into a lasting conservation legacy. 

Sam McDowell is a director-at-large with the Izaak Walton 

League of America, a national conservation group founded by 

sportsmen in 1922. He lives in Anchorage. 



NORTH SLOPE BOROUGH 
Department of Wildlife Management 
?.0. Box69 
3arrow. Alaska 99723 

_ Phone: Central Office: (907) 852-2611 ext. 350 
or: (907) 852-0350 

Arctic Research Facility: (907) 852-G352 
Fax: (907) 852-0351 or 

(907) 852-8948 

Warren ~atumeat tJJirector 

Stanley E. Senner 
Science Coordinator 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street (suite 401) · 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Mr. Senner, 

January 26, 1996 
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EXXON VALDEZ OiL SPILl. 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

This is just a note to thank you for inviting me to give one of the two keynote 
presentations during your 1996 Restoration Workshop held January 16-18 that was 
sponsored by the Exxon Vald'ez Oil Spill Trustee Council. Hopefully my presentation 
"Eskimo traditional knowledge as a basis for scientific studies of the bowhead whale 
(Balaena mysticetus) as conducted by the North Slope Borough" and my brief 
comments at the end of meeting wer_e helpful to you. · 

The Workshop was 'very interesting and it is clear that much· good wo·rk is being 
done. I am particularly impress~d by your peer review system whi_ch helps improve 
study design and the final reports. It would be good if such a peer review system was 
utilized for all. impact assessment studies done on the North Slope. 

It was a pleasure working briefly with you, Molly McCammon, and Martha 
Vlasoff. I wish you all continued success in your important work. Please let me know 
if I can be of assistance in the future. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas F. Albert, V.M.D., Ph.D. 
Deputy Director and Senior Scientist 



Cheneg.> B.1y 

Qutek.:.lk 
N.1tive Tribe 

Tatitlek 

V.1ldez N.1tive 
Association 

Chugach Regional 
Resources Cotntnissio11 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Attention: Stan Senner 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Molly, 

January 25, 1996 

After attending the 1996 Restoration Workshop, which was the 
first one I have attended, I must say that I was impressed with the number . 
of research projects occurring in Prince William Sound under Trustee 
Council funding. I think its important that the local community members 
hear what's going on in the scientific community in regards to their 
resources and the scientific community in tum hear what the community 
perception is. I was glad to see a large number of Native participants at the 
workshop. I was especially pleased to see the initiative by the Trustee 
Council to incorporate· traditional knowledge into the scientific research 
process. 

In response to your request for input on the 1996 Work Plan, I 
have met with my Board of Directors and through discussions with them, 
am offering the following comments: 

As you know, the main concern for CRRC has been the status of 
the Sea Otter, .i.e. its continued listing as an "Injured Resource." In 
discussions with the community members and Native hunters in the villages 
affected by the oil spill, I must reiterate that this simply is not the case. I 
sat in on the presentation by Ms. Ballachey and Mr. Bodkin and listened 
carefully to their reasons for believing the sea otters are not recovering. 
From what I understand, the Sea Otter Study Methods they employed 
included demographic information, trophic level measures, and individual 
health measures. I can understand the findings of the individual health 

4201 Tudor Centre Drive, Suite 211, Anchorage, Alaska 99508, 907 I 562-6647, FAX 907 I 562-4939 
A Tribal Organization Focusing on Natural Resource Issues Affecting the Chugach Region of Alaska 

-· 1" 



measures, but to study the population and food source in one particular 
area (Knight Island) and expect to come up with a conclusion for the entire 
Prince William Sound is beyond me. 

Gary Kompkoff, who is a member of my board and Village Chief 
of Tatitlek, I believe, puts the sea otter status in the proper perspective 
when he said "If you go to a restaurant and there is a case of food 
poisoning, you wouldn't continue going to the S'!.ffie restaurant." The 
conclusion made by the traditional knowledge holders is that the sea otters 
have moved to other areas in Prince William Sound where the food source 
is more abundant and are proliferating at an alarming rate. Such 
proliferation has led to reduced shellfish, crab, sea urchins, and clams for 
subsistence use by the local people. 

We must address these inconsistencies to implement a more 
reasonable management plan of action that will benefit both the sea otter 
management and local subsistence users. I would be happy to assist in 
including the traditional expertise in this management effort. Might I 
suggest the possibility of funding CRRC to conduct a population survey of 
sea otters in the Tatitlek and Chenega areas to further the research of this 
issue? 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the FY96 Work 
Plan. Please feel free to contact· me if you have any questions or wish to 
discuss this with me in more detail. 

Sincerely, 

~~\\_~(,_.,.\.,_,),_r,,- ~· 
Patty ·.Brown-Schw~enberg j 
Executive Director 
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VILLAGE IRA COUNCIL 
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PO. Box 171 
Tatitlek, AK 99677 

Ph. (907) 325-2311 
FA X (907) 325-2298 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Direcwr 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
6-+5 G Street. Suite -tO 1 
Anchorage, AK. 99501-3451 

RE: EVOS '96 Restoration \Vmkshop 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

... -. 
~ ' ' 
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(am writing lo express my commenls regarding Lhe recent Restoration \Vorkshop lhat Yias 
held at the Hotel Captain Cook. 

First, I'd like to express my gratitude for (he opportunity to participate. As a village leader, 
it means a great deal to be able to hear first hand what progress has been made in 
addressing the concerns of the peopie and to better understand the research being conducted 
on the effects and recovery of the resources damaged by the oil spill. Overall, this 
workshop was very informative and meaningful and very well organized. The format used 
to present the information this year allowed for much better participation. 

The scientific research projects have much to gain by raking advantage of the vast amounl.s 
of traditional knowledge contained in the villages. The sharing of this knowledge will be 
bendicial to everyone involved in the research projects and also provide for a greater 
degree of community involvement. thus creating a much ~tter relationship between the 
villagers and researchers. In order to ensure that maximum use of traditional knowledge is 
attained, I urge that it be made a requirement in the project proposals-a brief description of 
how it will be used in each project should be required. 

Over the years, in addition to the effects of the oil spili, the sea otter has contribut~d greatly 
to the decline in availability of subsistence resources. Village residents· are very aware of 
lhe growing population of the sea otrers and do not agree that it should be listed ~s "not 
recovering". We do not agree with the method used to determine the recovery. The overall 
population of sea otters in Prince William Sound should be considered, inslead of relying 
on two specific oiled areas for that detem1ination. 

We are very interested in the ongoing research on the recovery of the harbor seals, 
especially the reasons forthe continuous decline of population numbers. Whatever input 
that we can provide as ~ubsistence users will be available. whenever it is needed. 

In closing, I'd like to again congratulate you and the EVOS Restoration Office staff on a 
very well organized and informational workshop. Please do not hesitate to call our office if 
we can be ssistance on any of the restoration projects or issues. 

:! . 
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December 6, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Greetings: 

3501 Denoii. Sutte :;:02 
Anchorage. Alaska 99503 
(907) 562-3335 FAX (;;'()7) 562-•.J.5Q9 

-' 
I am writing to show support and express interest in your Landowner:A.ssistance Program: 
It truly has the potential to be the most important and successful endeavor for the Trustee 
Councii to date. This program would focus on working with resource developers instead 
of against them, and could be much more effective than habitat acquisition in protecting 
and restoring resources impacted by the oil spill. It would also foster greater cooperation 
between parties than has happened in the past, and has great potential to gain cooperative 
funding from other sources. 

Koncor has recently met with Mark Kuwada (ADF&G), Ken Holbrook (USFS), and 
others to discuss the level of interest and options for proceeding with the program. Other 
private landowners have subsequently expressed an interest to Koncor. All parties agreed 
that helping landowners with environmental protection during development was a high 
priority. This would also help ensure compliance with all laws and regulations over the 
life of a project. Another desirable effort for this program would be to help identify 
enhancement opportunities that may only be feasible while machinery and personnel are 
present during the initial phases of a project. This may include fish ladders, large woody 
debris placement, or other stream enhancement procedures. 

These are only a few of the many ideas ~hat have been discussed. There are many others 
that need to be further refined. We hope that you will seriously consider continued 
funding for this program. 

Sincerely, 

~~¥ 
Geoffrey McNaughton Ph.D. 
Environmental Manager 

c: Mark Kuwada (ADF&G) 
Ken Holbrook (USFS) 

i ... ,., "~ . " ·... ~ . . . ..- . < • • " < ' ' ""c " • .. • ~ ' --. 
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Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Diroo(~r lJ :_; l:<h.l 

Exxon Valdez Oif Spill Trustee Council 
645 "G" Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Subject: Chenega Habitat Protection and Acquisition 

I !?},/)!$::--· 
Dear ~~ammon: 

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

On behalf of the 1.3 million members at World Wildlif~ Fund (WWF}, I would like 
to comment on the Council's proposal to acquire 57,000 acres of prime fish and wildlife 
habitat· owned by Chenega -corporation (parcels CHEOl, CHE03, and CHE04) in the Prince 
William Sound oil spill region. As you know, WWF has been a strong supporter of the · 
Council's outstanding land acquisitions within the spill region, particularly on Kodiak Island. 
We believe it is vital that the Council now acquire critically important rainforest habitat 
owned by Chenega Corporation to further facilitate recovery efforts begun. by habitat 
acquisitions els~where in the spill region. This is important for the following reasons. 

First, the Chenega parcels offer the best opportunities to achieve multiple benefits for 
the re~overy of injured fish and wildlife species, natural resources, and human services of 
any competing land parcels; particularly since these parcels contain abundant populations of 
injured fish and wildlife species due to the relatively untouched nature of the 
rainforest/wilderness· landscape: · Injur~d species that wo:uld benefit directly by protection of 
nesting and or spawning habitat include: harlequin ·duck, bald eagle, harbor seal, marbled 
murrelet, sockeye salmon, and cutthroat trout. Habitat acquisition for these sp~cies would 
result in moderate to high benefits for recovery as determined by the EVOS land parcel 
rankings. · 

Second, the parcels ranked high for subsistence value and recreation potential. Thus. 
protecting these species over the long term will provide more stable natural resource 
amenities for subsistence dependent communities. However, while recreation can be a boom 
to local economies it also carries many ecological problems associated with land conversion 
and greater human access. Particularly in light of the potential for the area to receive greater 
human access if the Whittier Access project is approved and road construction into the heart 
of this wilderness country begins as planned. In the absence of a well planned and 
ecologically sustainable tourism component, recovery of injured resources would be 
significantly impaired and the Council will have made far less progress in protecting injured 

World Wildlife Fund 
1250 Twenty"Fourth St .. NW Washington, DC 20037-1175 USA 

Tel: (202) 293"-tllOO T dex: 64505 PANDA FA..X: (202) 293-9211 
ltrcorpor,lting The Couserva!iou Fowzd,1tion. Ajfili,ltd with World Wide Fu11d for Nature. 

Processeil dlori11e Fru Recydeil Paper 



Ms. Molly McCammon 
26 February, 1996 
Page 2 

resources in the spill region. In contrast, by ensuring that the best quality wildlands are 
protected, ecotourism and increased access can proceed at levels that are both economically 
and ecologically more sustainable. Thus, we strongly recommend the following areas within 
the Chenega parcels be secured as core habitat reserves for recovering fish and wildlife 
species: Eshamy Bay, Jackpot Bay, the shores of Dangerous Passage, Knight Island Passage, 
and Montague Strait. 

Third, while the Council has done an outstanding job protecting injured resources on 
Kodiak Island, it is absolutely vital to ensure greater representation of protected areas in the 
spill region in order to facilitate region-wide recovery goals<:.._ This is particularly important 
for coastal rainforest areas that have been poorly represented oy the Council's land 
acquisitions. As is the case in many places within the spill region, rainforest is under threat 
from unsustainable logging, particularly coastal rainforest areas that are of greatest . 
importance to injured fish and wildlife species. The Council can demonstrate a serious 
commitment to conservation of rainforest habitat for the many species that use the marine 
and coastal rainforest interface. 

Fourth, we urge the Council to consider realistic appraisal estimates in order to avoid 
excessive delays and the potential for failure in land negotiations. The value of protecting 
these resources for subsistence users and future generations of Alaskans far outweighs land 
values. that are often based on dev~lopment potential alone. 

In closing, if adequately protected the wilderness values offered by the Chenega 
parcels will create a·teg~cy of world-class natural resources for Alaska boaters, hunters, 
anglers, kayakers, ecotourists, wildlife watchers, and subsistence users. Acquiring these 
lands would give the Council.an opportunity to create a model for sustainable resource use in 
the· spill region - one that combines ecologically sustainable natural resource use with. low­
impact recreation and significant protection of Chenega's wilderness v3:lues. ·I look ·forward 
to the Council's decision on Chenega and the continuation of its most noble land protection 
goals in the spill region. 

Dominick A. DellaSala, Ph.D. 
Director Forest Conservation 
U.S. Program 

Iff" 
i -. 



Alaska State Leg:.:-siature · 
716 W. 4rn AVE, Surrn 240-A 
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WHn.E IN SESSION: 

STATE CAP!rol... 
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465-2435 FAX: 465-2864 

Representative David Finkelstein 
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March 19, 1996 
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EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Trustee Council Members: 

T" .... .. ... - ... t· ."·. 
; ;11-r: ·~-

I urge the Trustee Council to move . fqrward with the acquisition of the 
Chenega _parcels. The Council developed a logical priority system for 
rankings for habitat acquisition, but critical areas within Price William 
Sound remain unprotected. . 

·,,,r., 

The Chenega parcels are among some of the highest ranked parcels overall, 
having received a "high" ranking for biological, socio-economic, and 
cultural resources. The. coastline in this area includes key recreational 
sites, including Jackpot Bay. Jackpot has always been a top attraction for 
recreational boaters in the Sound. · 

flease consider the acquisition of these land~, as they are unique and 
priceless treasures which will be valued by future generations. 



Prince William Sound 

Economic Development Council 
ARDOR 

April 5, 1996 

Regional Office: 
P.O. Box 2353 • Valdez, A!.:t~ka 9%86 
Phone (907) 835-3773 • Fax c907) 833-5770 

Ms. Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Satellite Office: 
P.O. Box 1909 • Cl>rdm·a, Alasb ')4:;7..! 
Phone (90?) 424-7261 • Fax r<.J07) ..f:!4-72AA 

• . I . ~ .. 1 
J..l t. • . ,, ;\ 

-, '., · ... _:.' 
. .. ,~· 

... :.• ' ·- ' . " 

;I • 

i . 

- .... 

Re: Letter urging the EVOS Trustee Council to work with Chenega and Tatitlek 
Corporations to reach mutually beneficial habitat protection agreements. 

Dear Ms. McCammon and Trustee Council Members: 

The Prince William Sound Economic Development Council strongly urges the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council to· reach mutually agreeable habitat protection deals with Chenega 
Corporation and the Tatitlek Corporation. 

The mission of the Prince William Sound Economic Development C~>Uncil (PWSEDC) is to 
foster economic develqpment and job creation throughout this region and to accomplish these 
goals in a grass roots, bottom-up approach, utilizing the skills and talents of local people and the 
resources of Prince William Sound. 

We believe that the land packages designed by Chenega and Tatitlek corporations would 
accomplish the restoration objectives of the Exxon Valdez Trustee Couricil ahd allow both 

. corporations to retain sufficient ·land holdings to foster economic developmen.t. Tlie proposed 
land agreements would enable Chenega and Tatitlek corporations to rponetize sor.ne of their land 
assets for job creating ·venture capital and to build on their village corporation permanent 
shareholder funds. Both these results dovetail with our mission and provide ·a meaningful legacy 
of achievement i~ a region that was hardest hit by the Exxon Valdez tragedy. 

PWSEDC urges the continued actions by the EVOS Trustee Council to restore the oil spill 
injured fish and wildlife, and the impacted communities in Prince William Sound. 

Sincerely, 

PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COUNCfL. INC. 

Paul A. Roetman 
Executive Director 



Cordova District Fishermen United 
Celebrating 61 Years of Service to Commercial Fishermen in Cordova. Alaska 

P.O. Box 939 Cordova. Alaska 99574/Telephone (907) 424-3447/ Fax (907) 424-3430 

April 9,· 1996 
. . 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Councii 
Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
645GStreet 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Reference: Sent Via Facsimile to 907·276-7178 

Dear Ms. McCammon and Members of the Trustee Council: ·:,, 

! ... lO; < 

: ·: :. 
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Cordova District Fishermen United (CDFU) is th~,()!dest association of commercial fishers in the State of Alaska. 
Out mission i,s to preserve, promote and perpetuate"the fisheries in Prince William Sound and the Copper River. I 
am writing on behalf of the 300 commercial fishers who comprise CDFU to express our support for the ongoing 
negotiations to acquire sensitive fisheries habitat iri Prince William Sound. Specifically, we wish to comment on the 
three principal habitat acquisition efforts in PWS. 

The areas propos~d for Chenega are important to the fisheries of western PWS and to the members of CDFU who 
fish in those waters. It is our understanding that a habitat package involving 64,000 acres of land has been recently 
revised and enhanced by Chenega and will be undergoing additional appraisal work and negotiations in the near 
future. We urge the Council to work together with Chenega to ensure that an agreement is reached soon. 

We also support the package before the Trustee Council which encompasses 56,000 acres of Tatitlek land. It is our 
understanding that efforts are also underway to acquire timber harvest rights from Citifor at both Bidarka Point 
and Whalen Bay. Intertidal and marine areas off the Bidarka Point and Hells Hole areas are important to the 
herring fishery of eastern PWS.. ·· · 

With regard to Eyak, we realize thaf the Trustee Council recently made an offer for some core parce~s which has 
been rejected by the Eyak Corporation. We enc~urage the Council and Eyak not to give up efforts to work out a 
restoration agreement involving their land. 

We genuinely appreciate the Council's commitment to restoration of injuries sustained by the Sound. We strongly 
urge you to stay the course and to work through the issues that need to be addressed in order to achieve a legacy 
which will benefit fishermen and all Alaskans as well as the rest of the nation forever. Thank you for your efforts. 

Sincerely, 
CORDOVA DISTRICT FISHERMEN UNITED 

Dorne Hawxhurst, Executive Director 
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Alaskan Wilderness 
Sailing Safaris 

p.o. fJox 1313, Valdez, 
lilaska, 99686 

Phone: 90~·835-51~5 
Jax: 90~·835-56~9 

Celebrating 22nd Years of Offering Quality Wilderness <rrips in Prince William Sound 

April 3, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Committee 
645 G. St. #401 
Anchorage, ALASKA 99501-3451 

Dear Trustees: 

~ ~©~0~~ I[)' 
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EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

We are writing in support of the purchase of conservation easements from the Chenega Corporation 
on their lands in Prince William Sound·. The Chenega lands in the southwestern comer of the Sound 
represent some of the finest wilderness--quality recreational boating, wildlife viewing, and coastal 
hiking areas remaining in the United States. Here recreational boaters, whether in their own craft or 
on a commercial one, can find protected oceanic waters, negligible currents, safe anchorages, camp­
ing areas, salmon streams where black bears and people fish, whales and ~ther marine mammals. 
birds, and magnificent hikes to the tops of peaks commanding outstanding vistas over the Sound. 
Purchase of conservation easements would help to restore recreational and commercial tourism 
losses incurred during the spill. 

The ecosystem on which the wildlife and fisheries resources depend is part of the northern and 
westernmost extension of the Pacific Coast Rainforest which begins at Coos Bay; Oregon. Very few 
parts of this ecosystem. remain ir~:tact today. By preserving the integrity of a significant portion of 
this ecosytem, conservation _easemen~s would help to restore wildlife resourees damaged during the 
spill, thus again making wildlife watching opportunities available to the public. Since these lands 
were. in part oiled and are the closest to the most significantly oiled areas, it is even more important 
that they receive some type of protection to preserve the habitats of injured species. 

In supporting the purchase of these conservation easements, we hope that there will be restrictions 
on the types of development permitted so that recreation, tourism, commercial fisheries and other 
uses occur at a level that is compatible with and not injurious to the wildlife which depends on these 
habitats. We would also like to see restrictions that would protect archeological resources while still 
allowing limited public and commercial use. 

Respectfully yours, 

.--// 
~-;,c?_.,..-7 ·/' -

/.·j ' 

,/ r)/ >n ~-;&.r-e__ 
' ... ~· 

Jim and Nancy Lethcoe 
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Prince William Sound Seiners' Association 
P.O. Box 1072 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G St. 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Cordova, AK 99574 

RE: Chenega Acquisition 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

~~~~::~~ 
EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 

TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

Prince William Sound Seiners' Association is a group of 
commercial fishermen who make their livelihqpds fishing in Prince 
William Sound, _principally for salmon. The· members · of the 
association encourage the EVOS Trustee Council to take prompt action 
to acquire the Chenega Native Corporation parcels which have been 
under consideration. we offer the following reasons for doing so: 

Most of t~e land acquired by the Council for habitat protection 
has been outside the Sound. The fishermen of the Prince William 
Sound have, over the last six years, suffered by the far the largest 
continuing harm from the EXXON Valdez spill. Herring fisheries have 
been shut down for going on four years. Salmon returns have been· 
late and weak . since 1989, causing economic disaster to fishing 
families and the communities in which they live and work. It is 
time for the EVOS Trustee Council to focus on habitat acquisition 
in the area where the greatest harm occurred and continues to occur: 
Prince William Sound. 

. . 

The Council itself recognized both the imminent threat and the. 
significant resource value of the Chenega parcels. In addition to 
having 'high value for pink and sockeye salmon, the ·land provides 
important habitat for a variety of species impacted by the spill. 
These resources are important to all Prince William Sound users, 
including fishermen, recreationists, tourism (a growing and badly 
needed economic boost to the depressed Cordova area), subsistence 
users'· and hunters • 

It is time to act. Already much has been lost by the delays 
in acquiring this (and other) land in Prince William Sound. We urge 
you to quickly finalize an agreement of sale for the Chenega 
parcels. The residents and users of Prince William Sound will all 
benefit. 

v~'~rs, (J 
Tom Copel~:md 
Chair, Habitat Committee 
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December 8, 1995 

Molly McCammon. Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Molly, 

I am aware that the Trustee Council is closing in on a habitat protection package with the 
Tatitlek corporation. This is an encouraging sign and has been a long time in coming. 

I understand that the package includes a mix of fee title acquisition. conservation· 
easements With public access, conservation easements with no public access, and a 
considerable amount of land that would be entirely retained by the corporation. 

However, I understand that, at this point. neither Fish Bay nor Landlocked Bay would be 
provided any protection whatsoever, and this is, rm sure, of great concern to many 
fishermen and other folks around here. Why should the Trustee Council, with ample 
money in the bank, fail to acquire protections on the north side of Fidalgo. leaving these 
lands exposed to the same fate as those across the bay at Two Moon Bay/Knowles 
Head? 

After 7 years, the Council is still failing to protect imminently threatened habitat in the 
Sound. Surely it is possible to construct a deal in the best interest of Tatitlek and Cititfor 
that protects these lands. 

I'm certain that many people would insiSt that whatever funds the Council intends to 
spend protecting the Two Moon Bay/Knowles Head clearcut lands go first toward 
protecting uncut, threatened forest habitat, critical to Restoration, on the north side of 
Fidalgo. As it is far better to prevent oil spills than to attempt to clean them up. so it is 
obviously better to protect healthy habitat before it is damaged. It is hard to imagine that 
the Trustees would have any more important mission, and it would be hard to support the 
deal otherwise. Please revisit this issue with the Tatitlek people and Citifor. 

Also, for those areas that are bought in fee it is absolutely essential that there be 
covenants in the transaction that ensure. to the extent possible, their permanent 
protection as intended by Tatitlek and the present Trustee Council. 

It is exciting that the Tatitlek shareholders now have a win-win situation with this 
opportunity to receive dividends for protecting and enjoying their lands as they have for 
centuries. Thanks to you, the Council, and the Tatitlek corporation management and 
shareholders for moving forward with this historic and important deal. 

Sincerely, 

!2_.~ 
Rick Steiner. Cordova 



Alaskan Wilderness 
Sailing Safaris 

P.O. !]ox 1313, Valdez, 
tilaska, 99686 

Phone: 907-835-5175 
'jax: 907-835-5679 

eelebrat:ing 22nd Years of Offering Ouality Wilderness <trips in Prince William Sound 

April 15, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Committee 
645 G. St. #401 
Anchorage, ALASKA 99501-3451 

Dear Trustees: 

\o) g©gU~g \D) 
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EXXON VALDEZ 0\l SP\L\. 
TRUSTEE COUNCll 

We are writing in support of the purchase of conservation easements from the Tatitlek Corporation 
on their lands in Prince William Sound. The Tatitlek lands in the northern and eastern Sound 
represent some of the finest wilderness-quality recreational boating, wildlife viewing, and coastal 
hiking areas remaining in the United States. These waters are regularly used by recreational vessels 
and tour boats from Valdez and Cordova. The area formerly teemed with marine and terrestrial 
wildlife. Purchase of conservation easements would help to restore recreational and COIDII1ercial 
tourism losses incurred during the spill. 

The ecosystem on which the wildlife and fisheries resources depend is part of the northern and 
westernmost extension of the Pacific Coast Rainforest which begins at Coos Bay, Oregon. Very few 
parts of this ecosystem remain intact today. By preserving the integrity of a significant portion of 
this ecosytem, conservation easements would help to restore wildlife resources damaged during the 
spill, thus again making wildlife watching opportunities available to the public. Since these lands 
were in part oiled and ·are the closest to the most significantly oiled areas, it is even more important· 
that they ·receive some type of protection to preserve the habitats of injured species. 

In supporting the purchase of these conservation easements, we hope that there will be restrictions 
on the types of development permitted so that recreation, tourism, commercial fisheries and other 
uses occur at a level that is compatible with and not injurious to the wildlife which depends on these 
habitats. We would also like to see restrictions that would protect archeological resources while still 
allowing limited public and commercial use. 

e ~espectfully yours, 

~ Jc-- v-J ~ !J;;_,_N 
~ Jim and Nancy Lethcoe 

...., 
~ 



April 12, 1996 

Via Facsimile and u.s. Mail 

Ms. Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil spill Trustee council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-1994 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

S6) ~©~UW~ID) 
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EXXON VAlDEZ 0\l SPill 
. TRUSTEE COUNC\L 

We understand that some questions have been raised recently with 
the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee council about how the 
Council's fisp and wildlife habitat restoration and acquisition 
efforts will enhance the overall economic picture within Alaska. 
I am pleased· to share with you briefly how we at The Tatitlek 
Corporation view the Council's habitat restoration project 
involving lands owned by our Corporation. 

In general, we believe that this restoration project has great; 
potential to stimulate outdoor recreational tourism as well as 
other· economic investment and activity in Prince Will~am sound, 
including private development and service sector opportunities. 

From the inception of this joint habitat conservation effort, The 
Tatitlek Corporation has viewed it as being of great mutual benefit 
to both the public and to the Corporation. In particular, it has 
appeared to us that it could help to expand economic opportunities 
for Natives and Non-Natives. 

Residents of the village of Tatitlek and other shareholders of the 
Corporation have historically looked to the sea for subsistence and 
for their livelihoods. Increasingly, since the oil spill, they 
have begun to look to additional ways to support their families. 
one of those that appears will likely play an important role for 
people in the region in the future is outdoor recreation and 
tourism. 



Ms. Molly McCammon 
April 12, 1996 
Page 2 

As former Governor Walter J. Hickel stated recently "Prince William 
Sound is fast becoming one of the premier tourist and recreational 
destinations. To me, it is the finest water recreational area in 
the world. The restoration and enhancement actions by the Council 
in the Sound today will help mitigate the effects of the spill 
through fish and wildlife habitat conservation, and it wilL .help 
spur the growth in outdoor recreation industries which.·· fosters 
regional economic growth. " We agree with Governor Hickel '·s vision 
of the vast economic potential that Prince William Sound possesses. 
We hope through this project to assist that potential to be fully 
realized. 

To foster these economic opportunities, ·~atitlek hopes to be able 
to develop, or have others develop on its -·behalf, lodge· and ·cabin 
sites in appropriate locations with ancillary dock, and· mooring 
facilities, as well as necessary and related support facilities. · 
As you know, our corporation indicated to the council in its letter 
of December 1, 1994, that it would need to set aside a· small· amount 
of land within three of the EVOS parcels for potential future 
development. It also excluded totally from the land package other 
areas which would be used for possible future sale or development, 
such as the current logging camp in Two Moon Bay. The corporation 
has agreed to keep such limited development areas restricted in 
terms of size and number so as not to substantially degrade the 

. resources being conserved in this restoration project and/or opened 
to public use and enjoyment. ·Those development rights are crucial 
to the future of the area since no one can fully foresee today 
exactly what facilities will be needed as public use of the area 
intensifies. 

Among the areas we have excluded from the sale is Heather Island. 
It was not placed in the land package specifically because the 
Corporation hopes to be able to obtain some compatible lodge type 
development there in the future to capitalize on the spectacular 
view that island commands of Columbia Glacier and its proximity to 
other fish and wildlife resources, including one of the few King 
Salmon streams in all of the Sound. Also, excluded are shareholder 
subdivision lots, Fish Bay and Landlocked Bay as well as 
approximately 4 5, 000 acres of corporation land in the Taznuna area. 

Under private ownership, all of these lands in the habitat 
restoration package today are closed to public access. If an 
agreement is reached with the Council, thousands of acres currently 
closed to such access would be opened to outdoor recreational use, 
including sport hunting, sport fishing, camping, hiking, kayaking, 
boating and similar outdoor recreational activities for the general 
public, supported by the amenities we hope to provide or contract 
with others to provide. 
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Ms. Molly McCammon 
April 12, 1996 
Page 3 

The Tatitlek Corporation also intends to set aside a portion of any 
proceeds which might be generated from this land package in a 
Settlement Trust authorized by the Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act. We plan to seek remedial legislation by Congress to correct 
tax disincentives that currently are associated with the 
establishment of such Trusts. Creation of such a Trust would serve 
as a mini "Permanent Fund" and would help ensure that there will be 
an additional economic boost to the region from this project in 
perpetuity as shareholders receive modest dividends from that Fund. 

With respect to commercial logging of Tatitlek lands, over 125 
million board feet of timber have been harvested from our lands in 
recent years. Timber harvest operations --o.n those lands will likely 
conclude in the not-too-distant future. As that takes place, the 
Corporation intends to pursue other economic opportunities centered 
around the outdoor recreation industry in the area. 

As a commercial fisherman for 56 years in Prince William Sound, and 
as President of a Native village corporation in Prince William 
Sound, I can foresee no better economic stimulus to our region than 
what this fish and wildlife habitat restoration project could 
bring. It would represent good stewardship and conservation of the 
land and its fish and wildlife habitat and other resources while 
helping to create and expand job opportunities. It is also one of 

. the best actions I know of tha~ the Council could take to protect 
the long-term viability of the ·fishing industry on which so many 
within.the sound, including myself, are dependent. 

I hope this ~etter clarifies for you the general vision and goals 
of The Tatitlek-Corporation regarding the stimulus that this fish 
and wildlife habitat restoration and acquisition project can be to· 
the economy of Prince William Sound. 

Sincerely, 

THE TATITLEK CORPORATION 

c:~~ 
Carroll Kompkoff 
President 

REF 96-036 
CK/pkm 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

April 8, 1996 

Richard Tyler 
P.O. Box 1281 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

Dear Mr. Tyler, 
. . 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to the small parcel nomination 
KEN 261, the so-called Green Timbers parcel on the Homer Spit, and the 
additional information provided by Dr. George West. Dr. West's insight and 
personal knowledge regarding KEN 261 is greatly appreciated. In response to 
Dr. West's letter, I have asked for a reassessment of the initial evaluation of 
the KEN 261 nomination by the interagency habitat evaluation work group 
that reviewed and scored the parcel. 

The Trustee Council shares your interest in seeing lands with important 
restoration values protected .. Nearly 300 small parcels have been nominated 
for consideration by the Trustee Council. Each parcel is evaluated regarding 
its potential contribution to the recovery and restoration of resources and 
services injured by the Exxon Valdez oil spill. At this point, thirty-one of the 
nominated parcels have been identified by .the Trustee Council as having 
especially valuable restoration attributes. Efforts are under way ~o purchas~ 
and protect these parcels. Several of these parcels include lands around the 
Homer area, a number along tJ:te Kenai River, and still others thrqughout the 
spill area. · 

I hope this information regarding the small parcel program is helpful and I 
will be sure to provide a copy of your letter to the Trustee members. If you 
have additional questions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

)l,~· )rt ·'-~~ 
~1olly Mlammon 
Executive Director 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 

Unite-:1 States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 
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I·i!S f·.,~!olly lvicCammon . Execut.ive Direct:)r 
Ez::::on Valdez Trustee Council 
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I have in hand a O)py of a letter written to you on February 23,1996 by 
•J<::.(.·rgf:? West suggesting tli3.t some oi the ba.<:kground information on parcel 

· :cenai 261 has slighted U1e tmportance of this property as valuable shorebird 
!E!.t.it~.t. I an1 not nearly the expert on such matters as is Mr. West, but 
'>mcur ~h'ith all tl1at he says in his letter. Having lived in Homer for over 40 
y,;.;:u·s now, I am familiar ~h'itll tlle changes to the Homer Spit over the past 
:::.e?eral decades. The Green Timbers area was, until the 1964 earthquake .. a 
lt)~ . .:rely stand of sprue~ trees -tll~ la.st of v.;•ttat wt:: are told v.ms a m.uclllarger 
fore~;t.m earlier years. !vir. West sllovo~s ex<;ellent restraint in his descnption 
·:·,f tl1~ barge basin and log storage development on the spit at present. The 
~:::-,..:;::: of th1s large, (:ent1·a1 open area on the spit is already affecting a lot more 
~han just the shorebirds.! Tlle-t~ . .~to-a.cre-s to be designated as Msllorebird 
~:::~.bit.at" has been :::;o closely. encroacllHi upon.by gravel fill an~ hugh piles of 

·:.t·~irE1<llogs that a.lone it can never be considered of muo:::h valut- to anyone 
'=':~(e~!t tile develc·per V·ll10 gained the 'Good guy' image when it ~Aras first 
::~n.nou;:.ced. Ho'l·:'ev·er, if t.lle city is encouraged to set aside a larger 
·:.-:·r!tiql;.ou:::: area, all 'rllll not t1ave l)een m vain. In light M the vast areas of 

~ . 
~!"~-?. spit V·Thicll are t:>emg lo~:t to de'lelopment, the old Green Timbers 
p~·operty (Kenai 261) gains con~:iderable importance through simply still 
t,.;;.ing U"tere! .(I thint even George is going to be saddly shocked '11.Then he 
;·.:. :-] l r·t·.,:· '"~. u ,· .. n·lp.I· t1··1·-:- ·=·r-· I.l· !1°1 . ···-· .r~· l.\.i 11.... ~ •. 1 ·-· ·-· J 0 . 

~h'itl1 tli€- ~,\lt!Ole oi KadrE>mak Ba.y soon to be added to tl1e Western 
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:.'2-riously consider ke~ping as much area. as possible available for their use a.s 
:~· .. .:::-v na::.s tllfOU\!ll everv vear. as v1ell a well as the same areas for the use 

I .1. V I I • 

3.:id ~npyment of our many otller surnrner visitors .. including tourists. · 
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To: 

From: 

Date: 

Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Tru~tee Council 

645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Barbara Passino 
P.O. Box 210192 
Anchorage, AK 99521 

April 1,1996 
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I am writing regarding the purchase of Lowel~·Point in the city 
of Seward. I feel it it very impor~ant for this piece of 
property to be purchased and remain accessible to the public. It 
is very unique in its natural state and bountiful tidal pool sea­
life offerings. It has been especially valuable. as a hands-on 
learning experience for the thousands of school children who have 
benefitted from organized field trips to the area. It teaches a 
true appreciation of the wonder and beauty of nature and the 
environment, and the importance of preserving it. I always come 
away impressed and amazed at what can be seen, touched, and 
learned in our own backyard. It is in a location that can be 
accessed and enjoyed by old and young alike. I understand that 
the present owner of the property has increased the original 
asking price. ·r certainly detest the thought of someone taking 
unfair advantage of the Point's popularity and the Council's deep 
pocket, but I urge you to do whatever is reasonably possible to 
preserve this piece of property for the education and enjoyment 
of our presen~ and fut~~e gene~atio~s. 

Since.tely, 

~~:Vi-
Barbar3. Passir:o 



Wednesday, March 27, 1996 

Molly McCammon 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
1\nchorage,AJaska 99501 

Dear Molly: 

I am writing as one of many Alaskans that feel very strongly that action should be taken to 
protect the beach at Lowell Point in Seward, against private. !lnd I or commercial 
development. -.,,, 

As you may or may not be aware, the Lowell Point tidal area is visited each year by 
groups of Alaskan school children. Each, eager to explore and understand the wonders of 
the' oceans commuruty. 

The long term impact of a day at Lowell Point is one that these children will carry with 
them for the rest of their lives. They leave with a heightened sensitivity and awareness of 
the fragile environment that we are charged to protect. They, by the nature oftheir 
experience, become more a part of the solution rather than a part of future problems. 

The Lowell Point beach is one of very few readily assessable areas remaining in South­
central Alaska where people of all ages can see, first hand, the habitat of the aquaculture 
that is so important to our state and people. The structure and tidal action makes this small 
comer of Alaska a living museum, a place of learning. · · 

1\n extraordinary effort should be made to preserve this incredible resource for our 
-children and their children after them. Purchasing this property is an important step toward . 
protecting the magic and wonder of Alaska. 

JJJJlu 
Fred S. Gayton, Jt:Lr. · · · · 
P.O. Box 670589 ! , 

Chugiak, Alaska 

-
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Dear Trustees, 

g;p 6941 !59 Pa-;e 

The Oil Spill Public Information Center 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
Anch. Alaska 99501 

attn. Molly McCammon 

I am writing to you to ask that you serious!~ consider purchasing 
Lowell Point in Seward. This is an extremely important piece of property 
for current and future Alaskans. It is the only undeveloped piece of 
property in all of Seward. Having access to this area enables people to 
observe, appreciate, and learn about the tide pools and the rich 
environment which encompasses a tide pool area. 

As a private citizen I would be saddened by having residential 
development replace this scenic, precious, valuable spot. As a teacher who 
participates in Seaweek activities with students, I would miss this 
critical environment for teaching purposes. 

Please show the students, Alaska's future generations, your 
commitment to our environment, our future. 

Don't give up on Lowell Point. It Is a very important piece of property 
for all of the individuals of Alaska. · 

Post-IC Fax Note 

To 

7671 Dare 

From 

Karen Williams 
teacher 
Homestead School 
Eagle River, Alaska 995 77 

.. ... 
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Dear Trustees, 

J 
91;, -,. ~ 9 4 1 1 5 9 

The Oil Spill Public Information Center 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G. Street 
Anch. Alaska 99501 

attn. Molly McCammon 

1 am writing to you once again. Last year I wrgte explaining how 
important Lowell Point in Seward, was to me as a teacher and as a 
private citizen. This will be my ninth year that I will organized the 
"Seward Sea Week" weekend trip for my school. We have had 100-350 
people attend each year. Many parents who have left the school call and 
ask, "When is Seward SeaWeek"? Parents stop me in the store to ask, 
~~when is Seward SeaWeek"? And parents take their children to Lowell 
point all summer long to find the tide pool animals. 

If Lowell Point is not purchased for the State Parks System and it is 
developed by private developers, we will lose our last undeveloped area 
for exploring tide pool areas in Seward. 

Please don't give up on Lowell Point. It is a very important piece of 
property for the individuals of Alaska. 

./ t 

J:~~ ~~~~{-c_ 
~~~vvr~- . 

Roxann Kopischke · · · 
teacher 
Homestead School 
Eagle River, Alaska 99577 

Post·iC Far Note 7671 Dat~ 

From· 

Co. 

Faz ll 
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From: Chuck Woodfin, Homestead Elementary School librarian 
18001 Baronoff 
Eagle River. AK 99577 
Phone: 694-2121 Fax: 694-1159 

To: Exxon Valdez Trust Fund 

I am writing you this letter to urge to do whatever is necessary to purchase the Lowell 
Point tract in Seward. 

People can best appreciate that which they have seen or experienced. Students from 
Homestead Elementary have visited Seward since 1987 to see and experience the 
inter·tidalllfe at Lowell point first-hand as part of an annual school-wide marine 
studies activities. Before the oil spill. our students were able to marvel at the wealth 
and variety of marine life at Lowell point. Even though the beach was lightly oiled in 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill, students could easily experience and feel the devastation 
that occurred. In subsequent years we have seen the beach cleanse itself and the life 
return. Students who are fortunate enough to have such experiences will become 
more responsible stewards of our marine resources because of the respect and 
understanding they have gained at Lowell Point. 

Our program has grown to include visits to local museums. the marine center. the 
Kenai Fjords visitors center, cruises ·and National Park Service guides who help our 
students learn about intertidal life. The number of families participating has grown 
each year since 1987. Each year some families, whose students no longer attend 
our school, contact us so they can continue to join us in sour spring beach walk. I wish 
every student in the State of Alaska could have similar experiences. 

The opening of the new Seward marine science center has the potential to inform 
unprecedented numbers of people about marine resources. A publicly owned and 
properly managed Lowell Point should be a permanent, natural complement and 
extension of the activities at the· marine center. · 

I can think of no better. more permanent legacy to the future health of our sea life than 
an accessible. public area where we can observe and appreciate marine life in its 
natural habitat. We have scouted other sites in Seward and Homer and have found no 
area which offers such a wide variety of sea life in such a compact, accessible area. 
The Lowell point area is an invaluable and unique resource which must be preserved 
for the public benefit at any cost. 

Sincerely, 

Chuck Woodfin 

( 

G. 
-· .... 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
Public Advi•ory Committee 
645 G Stre•t, Suite 401 
Anoharaqe, AX ~9501-3451 

Sent via FAX 907-276-7179 

Dear Truateea, 
--~ -. 

I am writing with rsqard to the purchase of Valdez "Duck Flatr. 11 

property from Mr. Chuck Oennia. This parcel ie il!llninently 
threa~ened by prospective RV park developaent. 

Thia location ia an important habitat to tarqet ~or preaervation. 
It is valuable to the presarvation or a great variety of bird 
species. The location also prov1<1ea rich opportunitiea tor natural 
hiatory education and recreational anjoyment. 

Puttinq trailer• on thia aita i• not an appropriate uaa ot this 
property, The tour in indu.atry will not thrive by having mora 
qravel pads and asphalt roads on the waterfront. I would like to 
see mora RV park aevelopmant at Valdez, however, not at the expanse 
ot a fantastic natural setti_nq. Tourists come to enjoy the natural 
environment. The bast investment ot this valuable resource is to 
preserve it tor the enjoyment ot locale and'visitors. 

I am involved th• touri•m 1ndu•try a• own•r;manaqar o! the ·Valdez 
V1llaq• Inn, a 95 room hot•l. I have liv•d at Valde4 since 1972. 
This issue is both a personal consideration as well as 8 pusineee 
one. · 

Plaase qive sarious consideration to this valuable property arid 
give it your hiqhest priority for acquisition. 

Sincer•ly, 

~l~•' Preaident 

Ancho:age Ottla!: 
200 W. l4"1'M A.v;. •tCX)2 
A nc:hor1~1, AX IW-!03 

907·277-8800 
PAX 907-:m-8811 

---·---- ·;-------·: --··--..,...,...~ .... ---

V!L!.AGI 1"1!11, J'Sl'. 
POll Otflet Box 36.5 

Valctu. Alllta 99686 
907 -8J.5..4.M! 

PAX 1107-835-4437 

...... '" --- ....... 



Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 9950 I 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

Knik Canoers & Kayakers 
PO Box 24286 I 
Anchorage, AK 99524 

· EXXON V LDEZ OiL SPILt 
Knik Canoers and Kayackers has become aware that the EVOS Trustees are consta r~f11.At"ft 
315-acre parcel on Latouche Island. This property also includes an inholding in the IM;'~i!f~l 
Marine Park. As this land has an excellent landing beach and camping area for sea kayackers, KCK 
supports the acquisition of this property for inclusion in the State Park system. 

KCK is a recreational club representing over 250 paddle sport enthusiasts in South Central Alaska. 

Sincerely, 

/dL-
/: 

?·,_ 

ric Downey 
KCK President 
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~ancy Lord 
P. 0. Box 558 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

Feb.27, 1996 

EVOS Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Trustee Council Members: 

(907) 235-8252 phone 
(907) 235-8253 fax 

~~©~~\VJ[g@ 
~fB 2 9 1996 

EXXON VALDEZ Oil SPilt 
TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

I'm writing in support of "Kenai 56," property identified in your 
small parcel habitat acquisition process. 

It has recently come to my attention that this privately-owned 
property·, which lies between the Cottonwood and Eastland sections 
of Kachemak Bay State Park, is on your small parcel list and is, 
moreover, currently being logged. I was part of the effort ten or so 
years ago to have the Cottonwood-Eastland lands added to KBSP and 
am personally familiar with the area, its resources, and its potential. 
Although this section of park is currently undeveloped, there is 
rapidly increasing demand for ca..ni.ping, hiking, and other 
recreational activities on the Homer side of the bay, and I believe 
purchase of this in-holding would certainly enhance recreational 
opportunities here, as well as take some pressure off other· areas and 

·. reso.urces in the spill area. 

I urge you to consider this parcel in whole or in part. If it's not 
possible to purchase it in its entirety, Vvitb its remaining trees, 
perhaps it's possible to purchase--inexpensively--a conidor or right­
of-way to join the two sections of park or all or part of the parcel 
after the trees are removed. In the later case, particularly if some 
stands of trees are left, and the logging debris is properly cleaned up, 
rhe parcel might be made suitable as a vehicle campground. 

\\.ith sincere tha11ks for vour attention to "Kenai 56," 
/?-! '"-/ ~ 
/ p-1/l..c-<., X k~ · 

~ ancy Lord / · 



P.O. Box 2994 
Homer, AK 99603 
February 25, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Trustees: 

~~©~011§~1[5) 
fEB 2 8.1996 L0 

EXXON VALDEZ Oil SPilL 
TRUSiEE COUNCIL 

We would like to encourage you to consider purchase of the 195-acre private parcel 
between- the. Cottonwood and Eastland portions of Kachemak Bay. State Park in 
Homer, also known as "Kenai 56"- State Parks has intenq~d to purchase this piece far 
a trail to run along the length of the park, but has never had the money. The Kenai 56 
parcel is an important key for public access to these units of Kachemak Bay State 
Park, as well as a vital part of buffer protection for these two drainages. We 
understand that the owner is a willing seHer. 

We urge you to consider acquiring this small parcel to. help preserve the. integrity of the 
Cottonwood-Eastland units of Kachemak Bay State Park and to provide for a feasible 
access route so that this parkland on the Homer side of Kachemak Bay can become a 
viable part of focal recreational opportunities avaftabfe on our focat road system. 
Thank you tor your consideration. 

Sincerely. 

~~Ja-r~··{~~ 
.Nina Faust Eqgar Baitey · 



Dr. George C. West 
P. 0. Box 841 
Homer. Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-7095 

February 23, 1996 

Ms Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Re: Small Parcel - Kenai 261 

Dear Ms McCammon: 

---

~~©~OW~~ 
.ffB 2 9 !996 

EXXON VALDEZ Oil SPt.lL 
TRUSTEE COUNCil 

For the past 10 years I have been observing and surveying the shorebird populations around 
Kachemak Bay, and especially on the Homer Spit. With the increase in industrial development on the 
Spit, came an awareness among many in Homer that habitat critical to the survival of shorebird 
populations migrating through Kachemak Bay was in jeopardy and needed protection. The Western 
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network (WHSRN) identifies and designates critical shorebird habitats 
throughout North, Central, and South America in order to call attention to threats to habitats critical to 
the survival of migratory shorebird populations. Two years ago, I wrote nominations for the Fox River 
Flats at the head of Kachemak Bay arid ~ud Bay at the base of the Homer Spit for inclusion in the 
network. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), which controls the Fox River Flats, 
and the City of Homer. which owns Mud Bay, submitted the nominations to WHSRN. Network 
officials in reviewing the .data decided that the whole of Kachemak Bay was worthy of ~esignation ·as 
an international site in WHSRN. The site will be dedicated at a ceremony at the Fourth Annual Spring·· . 
Shorebird Festival in Homer, tv{ay 10- 12, 1996. · · 

Two years ago. Herndon and Thompson, Inc. (HTI), was awarded a Corps of Engineers pennit 
to construct a barge basin and maritime industrial area about half way down the Homer Spit. One 
stipulation of the pennit is that at least a two-acre shorebird reserve be retained on the property. 
Working ~ith me, HTL agreed to modifY a two-acre pareel at the northwest comer of the property as 
shown on the enclosed map for shorebird habitat. We approached the City of Homer which owns 
Government Lot 6 adjacent to HTlland and eocouraged them to set aside some 20 acres of prime 
shorebird habitat on the north side of their property. This matter bas been discussed ~itli commissions 
and the City Council o·;er the past six months and a decision is due soon from the Council on if and 
how they will protect that property tshov.n on the map). The Cape Lynch has already been moved and 
HTI will open a channel between the Ciry property and their reserve to allow tidal waters to flood their 
reserve habitat. If all of this goes according to plan, we will have about 22 acres of shorebird habitat 
preserved half way dov.n the Spit. 

With the foregoing as background, I am requesting the Trustee Council to take another look at 
Small Parcel - Kenai 261 ~irich is abot.n 800 feet northwest of the City of Homer property mentioned 
above. I believe that the scoring for that parcel omitted several points that would have moved the 
parcel up in the ranking:s. Kenai 261 is ar the tip of Green Timbers. perhaps the last vegetated piece of 



propeny available to upland shorebirds on the Homer Spit. It is a prime area for recreational bird 
watching and also a popular spot for both sport fishing for silver salmon in the fall and for access to 
personal use gill net sites along the north shore of the Spit. It is also regularly used for general 
recreation such as picnics, walking dogs, and kite flying. On this and adjacent propenies, we find 
Pacific and American Golden-Plover, Whimbrel, Baird's and Pectoral Sandpiper, and rarely, Bristle­
thighed Curlew along with the more abundant Western. Least, and Semipalmated Sandpipers and 
Dunlin during spring migration - and throughout the long summer and fall migration period. 
Semipalmated Plovers nest here. Kenai 26l also serves as a concentration point for rare gulls and terns 
that come to Homer- last year we found five Caspian Terns on this spot and occasionally, the rare 
Black-tailed Gull was seen here. 

The habitat of Kenai 261 consists of gravel beach on the outside (north), and vegetated mud 
flats on the inside (south). The intertidal area on the north side of the parcel support populations of 
resources injured in the Exxon Valdez spill - small clams, mussels, b3macles, and other mollusks that 
serve as primary food for Black Tumstones and Surfbirds. Other mud-dwelling invertebrates live on 
the south side of the parcel where other shorebirds feed. 

Therefore, in the scoring of the parcel, I would add checks of }res" in lA for Bald Eagles 
(which hunt from and roost here) and Intertidal/Subtidal as there are small clams, barnacles, and 
gastropods that are eaten by shorebirds at low tide and ducks (including occasional Harlequins and 
eiders) at high tide. Under IC, IIA. liB, II C. and liD, I would add checks of }res" for 
Intertidal/Subtidal, and under ID, liB, IIC, liD, IIA, and IIIB, I would add }res" for 
Recreationffourism. If Subsistence includes personal use fishing, then several }res" marks could also 
be entered. ·"~ 

Acquisition of the Kenai 261 parcel would increase the area along the Homer Spit available for 
the recreational and tourist potential of Homer and increase areas under protection for shorebirds. 
Existing wetland protection laws have. not been sufficient to protect nearby wetlands parcels (e.g., the 
67-acre HTI property) and will not protect the few remaining acres of publicly and.privately owned 
wetland parcels along the Homer Spit. At high tides that flood most of the Kenai 261 property, it is · 
Y~ithin the Kachemcik Bay Critical Habitat .Afea as designated by AOF&G, but at low tide, it is just 
private property which could be filled and developed as other nearby properties. I urge you to submit a 
reevaluation of this parcel to the Trustee Council for acquisition and then recommend it be ri.uned over 
to ADF&G for management. With the dedication of Kachemak Bay as part ofWHSRN and the 
potential reclassification of City of Homer land for shorebird use, this seems a particularly opportune 
time to acquire and protect adjacent lands along the Homer Spit for wildlife and hwnan use. 

If you have questions or require further information, please let me know. For the next few 
months I can be reached at: 909 S. Clara Vista Circle, Green Valley, AZ 85614 (520)648-3743. 

Sincerely, 

·~· \ ~ 
~~.z--V 

c · George . West 



KACHEMAK BAY 

-----186--3' --------------------------------------- ---~ ------.....:- Is. -
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' 

KACHEMAK BAY 

Approximate lot lines 

A line run from the northeast corner of lot 
09 (796' due north of the Spit Road) parallel 
to the Spit Road southeastward to inter.;ect 
with Herndon and Thompson's property line 
(also 796' north of the Spit Road) would 
result in about 21.7 acres between the road 
and that line, and about. 20. 9 acres north of 
the line in mud flats, storm Dmn, and the 
beach into Kachemak Bay. 

............. . . . . --­.. . . . . . . 
"· .. ·:·, ... 
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Luella R. Smith 
335 Bayview £. 

Homer, AK 99603 



February 15, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 40 l 
Anchorage, AK 99501:.-3451 

Dear Cotmcil Members: 

~U' ;""!.! • 

t;J\.' ,,, ' . . .·· . . ' ·. · .. 
·r~i':~:~··. ::t· .. \.~·-,)'·-~.-~~~ .. 

I write to you on behalf of habitat preservation in the Homer area. Parcel designated 
·'Kenai 56" is extremely important as it will connect the Cottonwood and Eastland 
sections ofKachemak Bay State Park. This 195 acres will greatly increase the value of 
the park for habitat protection. 

Please use your small parcel habitat aquisition process to purchase this parcel and make 
the Park on this side of the Bay whole. · 

Thank you for the very important work you have done and continue to do. 

Sincerely, J 
10L~4/--
Michael Swan 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Councll Members; 

I write to you on behalf of habitat preservation in the Homer area. Parcel designated 
Kenai 56 is extremely important as it will connect the Cottonwood and Eastland 
sections of Kachemak Bay State Park. This 195 acres will greatly increase the value 
of the park for habitat protection. 

Please use your small parcel habitat acquisition process to purchase this parcel and 
make the park on this side of Kachemak Bay whole. 

Thank you for the very important work you have done and will continue to do. 

Sincerely, 
. ~~ I _.. ' , '/ ; 

.;::/" i t.v, a l- J. -c-,."' .; 
• I 

I 

Gail Parsons 

15 February 1996 

;~ 
.... ,.·· 
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Anc~orage, ~K 99501 
Attn: Mol 1~ McCanncn 

Dear Mol Jy McCannon: 

: ·.• . .. 
' : ~, \,1 • • .: • ~ ,., 

Thi:. letter· i·:. in ·:.tr·ong ·:.uoport: ot ret::o.1nir11~ the "1-:::.:-n.:o.l 12: 
E:.:o.vcr·e::.t" D:..r·cel in l,di l•:::l>?r·ne:;.;:. ~:>?·:>?r·• . ..'t? st.:..tu·:.. I d•J j--.JOT 

'·'·'·"'· n t t •=• : >? e 1 t :.•J b d i •. _.. 1 de .j o.. n .j .j >? '.J e 1 o c• ;;:· d c ;:lJ:om e r c i .::.. 1 1 Y • 

Bevc•nd e:.thetic r·e:..·:·:·n·:. +eel th.:..t area i·:; 9>?C•logic.:~.ll··,; 

ynstable in the event ot a seuere earthquaKe, which we are 
:.•Jr·e t•J .:-:c<perien•:e soc•r,er· or· l.:o.ter. If it i·:. 1.:-ft 1n it: 
n .:.. t u r· .:..I :. t :o. t e , r •. =-. t 'J r- e ,,,11 1 1 h .3_1..• e 1"1 e r· ,,J.:.,·,.· ar, d d.;..rn.age '-"' i 1 1 t•e 
m i n 1 m.a l , 

Thanlt: ·=-··o•J, 

L:<.•Ji· ~. I ng I i rna 
HC.~ 7 Bo::·: 1 259 
Anchor- Point, AK 99556 



--.- ~ ---. 
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Ruth Zozula 
!lol y; 
Anchor Pot.nt. AK 99:d6-ou91 
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Last chance 
Dear Editor, -

An imponant meeting of the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill -
Trustee Council is..scbeduled for Jan. 30. This could very . 
well be the last dcs&iay of the 1 

Baycillst VaDcy ~ of the 

most beautiful 
ment. 

. - . -"'-

Historically, the property has many times come close to 
being acquired for use as a state part. fulfilling the wishes 
of many. Currently, plans for the Baycrest property are still 
underway for development of a world-class recreational 
subdivision, complete with boat launch facilities. private 
beach access and an awesome view of Kachemak Bay, 
unless a reasonable offer to purchase is made. 

Anyone with an interest in seeing the Baycrest and 
Overlook Park parcels preserved for future generations 
should'contact the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
in support of its purchase!! prior to the Jan. 30 council meet-

. ing. Write the Council al: 645 G St, Suite 401, Anchorage, 
AK 99501. 

IUdt G. Kamltdds 
·: "=""t · . : .l titihnr.llffe 

~~ ..... ~-

~,~~--~~(_~ 

@ 
---.. r.=l -· ... : ..... -':'::! r-:" 

~ fr-..•>1;._ j1 '.'.j.'; ::.l I J\ 
., 1:~.. I. I ) -: '-'!/ ....:::::. :..; ,..; t..::::l II 

Un . '.::::...; . ' L\ :, _ . 4c. , 
rJU.I I j i'7: · Af1 - ·~ . J 



Gail Parsons 
PO Box 2397 
Homer, Alaska 99603 
907-235-1025 

January 22, 1996 

Exxon Valdez Oil Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

I am writing to urge the Exxon ValdezTrustee Council to please 
protect the Kenai #12 Baycrest from development. This land ~'"' 
parcel represents the most beautiful property in the state, and 
should be protected as a wildlife habitat artd wetland refuge for 

· current and future generations to enjoy. · 

The Lower Kenai Peninsula is undergoing intensive habitat· 
destruction through_ logging and this would be a step toward 
mitigation. · · 

Thank you for your continued support in helping to protect our 
natural envtronment. 

Sincerely, 

/ -~ 

_-j 1, ~- / .... {, ;. ~ ~ ) ,_. .:) 
; ' 

Gail Parsons 



/ \ 

January 22, 1996 

Carol Harding 
P.O. Box 2563 

Homer, Alaska 99603 
907-235-1025 

Exxon Valdez Oil Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

I 

I am writing to urge the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council to please 
protect the Kenai # 12 Bay crest from development. This land 
parcel represents the most beautiful property in the state, and 
should be protected as a wildlife habitat and wetland refuge for 
current and future generations to enjoy. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping to protect our 
natural environment! · 

Sincerely yours, 

:~ ~~v~.1·lcv. - ~---~'~ . 
Carol Harding . . . . I 
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United States Deparunent of the Interior 

Mr. Michael Bullock 
President 
Baycrest Investment Corporation 
P. 0. Box 241122 

OFFICE< >F THE SECRET\RY 

January 22, 1996 

': 

i. _. :l: 

Anchorage, Alaska 99524-1122 
. . ~ i.. ·..: : i '' 

:. ::_. 

Dear Mr. Bullock: 

Thank you for your letter of December 8, 1995, regarding the R:cent action by the Exxon 
lf:zldez Oil Spill 'Iiustee Council (Council) to authorize funds to acquire a parcel of land 
owned by the Ba~rest Investment Corporation, near the to\1vn of Homer, Alaska. As one of 
six members of the Council, the Department of the Interior (Department) supports the small 
parcel habitat protection process as part of a comptehensive plan to restore natural resources 
injured by the Exxon lbJdez oil spill. 

Accordingly, the Department supported the Council resolution of November 20, 1995, to 
authorize the State of Alaska. (State) to utilize civil settlement funds to make an offer to 
acquire the subject parcel (KEN 12) at appraised value, as determined by an approved 
appraisal. For the subject parcel, the Council has designated the Alaska Department of Law 
to serve as the lead negotiator and to coordinate the negotiations with Baycrest, on behalf of 
the Council. Accordingly, during the negotiations between the State and Ba~rest, the 
Department will carefully consider the recommendations of the lead negotiator,. as the parcel 
would. not be managed by the Federal Government, if acquired. 

In the interim, we sincerely hope that Baycrest and .the State can reach an agreement, in an 
expeditious manner, that is satisfactory to both parties. Th further the negotiations, we are 
prepared to provide appropriate assistance, at the request of the lead negotiator.: 

Thank you for your interest and participation in the process. 

cc: Ms. Molly McCammon 
Mr. Bruce Botelho 

Sincerely, 

~~~n~Jr. 
Assistant Secretary for Fish 

and Wildlife and Parks 



January 21. 1996 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G St. 
Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Re: Baycrest Parcel Acquisition Support 

Dear Trustees: 

We are writing to you to express our deep support of continued negotiations with the 
landowner of the Baycrest Parcel (Bullock). In my opinion, this parcel (and the 
adjoining Overlook Parcel) contains critical terrestrial and marine habitat, and should 
be protected against the impending dev81opment--at all costs. 

We feel that the initial appraisal appears low, and urge you to place this parcel into a 
"special consideration" category, and seek a second, independent appraisal. 

The unique environmental and scenic values of this parcel cannot be fairly included 
on any appraisal sheet. Its values are priceless. If any exception is made to the 
acquisition/purchasing process. this parcel should be it. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Respectfully, (' _ . Q 

.. _1nv~u~~bGUm-~{:: 
Kathy an~n~ . 
PO Box 1995 
Homei, M< 99603 
(907) 235-1200 
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Rick Kamitchis 
P.O.B. 90085 
Anchorage, AK. 

Januarv 18. 1 'JQ5 

\lollv \kCammon 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Truste~ Council 
6-i5 l.i Stred. Suit~! -+0~ 
.-\nchoragt.::. Alaska 99501 

Dl!nr \lnll:-, .. 

:XXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL 
TRUSTEE COUN~!l 

Thank _:.ou tor taking time to speak tom~ ahout the proposed purchase of Baycrest and 
Overlook Park parcels during the workshop at th~ Captain Cook. I know you had a husy 
schedule. 

As you haH~ no doubt noticed by now. included in the facsimile transmission package f 

ga"e you. there is a copy of my lener to the editor. From my letter, hopefully. a pre­
liminary l~vd or public interest shall be gaug~J. 

Thank you for your effons in assisting to pr;.:s..:ne this \\Onderful wildlife r~fuge. 

~-;)!'·/{, .. 
Rick Kamitc~ 



' 



ls-± \\·est B::tn·it::?'.•: . .\ve. 
Honer, Alaska :JwO:J 

.January 17, 1996 

E\:\DN YAWEZ OIL SPILL CDl"?\CI L 
645 G. St. 
Suite 402 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950::. 

.\J2rrbers of the Cbtm'C41: 

.. : -... 
-·.) i i; 

. I 
'. I' 

!~j 

~X X G .\4 ·: .:. L ~· ~ ~ c i L ~ : i L 1, 

TH~S~ :~ . . -:~jU~;·.:;L 

I've lived in Alaska :>ince 1970, the first twenty up in ~brre. My wife and I rroved 
dov.n to Horrer in 1990. P ve been trained in biological seience, specializing in 
field observation, red salrron rehabilitation, and teach:i.ru, classes in 7th grade, high 
school and in the corrmuni ty college system in this state. 

You can Lmagine the in~riguing sirrdlarities and differences that present themselves 
to biologists, naturalists and people interested in fishing, hunting, and various 
plant life when comparing and contrasting the Seward and Kenai Peninsulas. 

With that as background, I'd like to corrrll3nt about the acreage associated with 
what "locals" refer to as the Baycrest Overlook. I tmderstand that rruch, if not all 
of this land is privately owned, and environrrental organizations are urging the 
state to purchase these parcels of land for habitat. I support this effort, and I 
oppose any decision that v.ould lead to developrrent and consequential habitat loss ~ 
of the Baycrest/Overlook area. My reasoning is lx>th philosophical and practical. I 
have been in this state long enough to know that it r..as generally taken a "hands-off" 
position when it COIIES to developiiEnt, arguing that there is so rruch unused, undev­
eloped land that we' 11 never run out; also, the state regularly argues that we need 
developiiEnt to offset our precarious financial situation. As a consequence of this 
viewpoint, we can see· a general picture of slow, steady loss of .habitat. Land areas 
once knO\'vTI for abundance of fish, ~. wild edible plants, scenic beauty and other 
values slowly deteriorate.. Jeep trails_ beCCXIl::! roads, camps get ·set up wherever roads 
cross waterways, the grizzly .populations are reduced, i.volves follow a similar fate, 
the fishing goes all to hell, so does ptarmigan hunting, the moose find their winter 
range compromised to the point that sorre look for food at Hbrrer' s Eagle grocery, etc. 
This deterioration occurs a little at a tiiiE, so you. i1ave to be around an at·ea 
long enough to see this happen; or, you can talk with ''old t irrers, '' and they will 
tell you about how good it used to be. 

The cotme J 1 now has an opportunity to protect eighty acres of the Baycrest area 
along the bluff east of. Rorrer, and I urge you to give that area the strongest pro­
tection possible. We need to reverse the trend of developiiEnt regardless of eco­
logical irrpact. · Our part of the Kenai is losing moose habitat. I can tell you that 
the ridge behind my house is a regular site for IIDOse browse, passageway and sUJ'TTil2r 
rest area. It is now being surveyed for developrrent. This is only one small ex­
ample of v'vhat is happening in populated areas of Alaska. Please help slow this trend. 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501::3451 

! 
I 

I 
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15. 3. ;z, D 

TONY KNOWLES, GOVERNOR 

a 400 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: {907) 465-2400 
FAX: (907) 465-3888 

a 3601 CSTREET, SUITE 1210 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-5921 
PHONE: {907)269-8431 
FAX: (907)269-8918 

April19, 1996 

DNR is requesting that the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council consider the parcel KEN-1038, 
recently nominated for habitat protection by Mr. Louis B. Schilling as a parcel meriting 
special consider.Jtion. The Schilling parcel has approximately 644 feet of Kenai River frontage 
and pro\'ides important habitat for injured resources such as pink salmon and Dolly Varden 
as well a~ prov~ding: support for services such as recreation, tourism and sponfishing which 
were affected by the oil spill. Th~ parcel is adjacent to the Kenai Peninsula Visitors Center 
and the river frontage is the site of a planned extension of the Fish Walk from the Visitor's 
Cenrer. 

Please consider this parcel as a Parcel Meriting Special Consideration for acquisition. 

Sincereh. 
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

TONYKNOWLE~GOVERNOR 

a 400 WILLOUGHBY AVENUE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400 
FAX: (907) 465-3886 

a 3601 CSTREET. SUITE 1210 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99503-5921 
PHONE: (907)269-8431 
FAX: {907)269-8918 

April 19, 1996 

D is requesting that the ExXon Valdez Trustee Council consider the parcels KEN-
1039, KEN-1040, and KEN-1041, recently nominated for habitat protection by Mr. Leo 
Oberts as parcels meriting special consideration. Mr. Oberts owns parcels located along 
the Kenai River at Big Eddy. Honeymoon Cove, and near Eagle Rock. These parcels are 
extremely important to the Department of Natural Resources as they are adjacent to some 
of the most heavily fished sections of the river and contain key habitats for injured 
resources such as pink salmon and Dolly Varden. as well as other fish species such as 
chinook and ·coho salmon. The Big Eddy parcel, which scored an 18 in the Habitat 
Evaluation Process, has been the site of intense recreational use for many years. 
Trespass recreatio~al use of the property is common, with access occurring by foot and 
by boat. This is one of the most popular fishing spots on the river and is adjacent to the · 
KoQylarz property that the Trustee Council is negotiating t? purchase. 

While Mr. Oberts' other parcels did not score as highly they are also significant to the 
entire Kenai River Ecosystem in that they provide essentiat fish habitat that contributes 
to the overall health of the area's sport, subsistence and commercial fisheries. 

Please consider these parcels as Parcels Meriting Special Attention for acquisition. 

-Sincerely, 



Rank: PMSC 

ParceiiD: KEN 1038 
Schilling 

Acreage: 5. 9 Agency Sponsor: ADNR 

Location: Portion of Section 31 & 32 of TSN, RlOW, S.M., 
Lots 18 & 3 Fisherman's Square 

Landowner: Louis B. Schilling & Michael Schilling 

Address: 4 7 Spur View Drive 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 

This parcel is located on the Kenai River, adja2ent to the ~enai Peninsula Visitors 
Center. The parcel slopes gently to the Kenai River, is wooded with spruce and birch 
trees, and has approximately 644' of Kenai River frontage. This parcel provides 
habitat for pink salmon and Dolly Varden as well as providing support for services 
such as recreation and tourism that were affected by the oil spill. 

The primary restoration benefit of acquisition of this parcel would be to protect 
habitat for pink salmon and enhance public recreation in the area. If acquired, APNR, 
Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation would manage the parcel in a manner 
which would protect environmentally sensitive river frontage and provide recreational 
opportunities for the public on the remainder of the parcel. 

Comprehensive Habitat Protection Process: Small Parcel Analysis 
April 25. 1996 



HABITAT PROTECTION 
SMALLPARCELS , 

KENAI PENINSULA, ALASKA 

Parcel: KEN1038 
o 1.0 J.O miles 

Untftna1 ~ Marcalorl"mjectkla 

LEO END 
.HI Public l.l!ndii!FedMal 

and Statal 

BEiiil Private or Municipal Landa 

~ Native Selected 

··-~ 



HABITAT PROTECTION 
SMALL PARCELS 

KENAI PENINSUI..A, ALASKA 

Parcel: KEN1039 

Unlvend 'l'rlmmltle ~ ProjecdOil 

LEGEND 
llilliBll Public Land• !Federal · 

and State) 

D Private or Municipal Landa 

bS9 Nlrtlva Salactad 
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HABITAT PROTECTION 
SMALL PARCELS 

KENAI PENINSULA, ALASKA 

Parcel: KEN1040 
0 1.0 ?·0 miles 

u~ '1'rlm.rv!mle~Prqjectian 

LEGEND 
- Public Land• (Federal 

end State) 

lii!l Private or Municipal Lands 

&"S'3 Native Selected 
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HAY-30-96 THU 01: )H Chugachmiul : NO. 907 563 2891 
I 5. 3. ?.J 13 

P. 01/01 

I CHENEGA BAY IRA COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 8079 Chenega Boy. Alaska 99574-8079 Phone (907} 573-5132 Fax (907) 573-5120 

May 30, 1996 

EVOS Trustee COLihqil 
Attn: Molly McCammon. -
Executive ·-'~--

645 G Street, . 
Anchorage, 

· · .. _ .. ~ ~©r.r~ow~ TIJ 
· · ·· < JUN 2 4 1996 l 

·.:~ . .".E-XXON. VALDEZ OIL SPil.L 
. __ .. ,,.,""', ... ,_-_, __ ,:_:.'.: -·:;:;'·._.:· .. _. ... _ . .,TRUSTEE COUNCIL 

. ' . -·A,DMINISTRATIVE RECORD 

,_· 

'Nhen I senfthe ~=;~;~~~~~!!~l~~- land I thought that would be eriough .. .Y.iiJ~ge Vftlo·Iive here are 
·not in· favor Cifth e{Wieen· ·_th:~~·t_r~~t~e(Council and · 
Chenega Cdrpo . Ie'lltS··~~!fQnr-r.-="'··_.,,n .'.. _ vrew$-.O.f.the 
environmental organiza_tions ·.R~_qple want. We don't think 
it's fair and W.e~·orge you to give 

~:,···:.·~· . 
:-:-_ 

Respectfully,\ 
~ ... 
. •. 

§~/~4. 
Don Kompkoff . 
Native Village of Chenega 
P.O. Box 8079 ~:. 
Chenega Bay, AK 99574-5132 

··~ . 
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· Nancy Bird 
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P.O. Box 1185 Cordova. 1-llosko 99574 U.S.A. 

Telephone (907) 424-7466 
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