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ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS IN PRINCE WILLIAM SOUND AND THE GULF OF ALASKA 
A Summary of Studies Conducted by Independent Scientists Retained by Exxon 

THE SPILL 
On March 24, 1989 the Exxon Valdez ran aground on Bligh Reef in 
Prince William Sound, Alaska, spilling 258,000 barrels of crude oil, 
approximately one·fifth of its cargo. Transported by winds and 
currents, the oil moved through the western part of Prince William 
Sound, with portions then moving into the Gulf of Alaska, and 
down the Alaska Peninsula past Kodiak Island. 

THE CLEANUP 
Exxon's cleanup effort spanned four consecutive spring! summer 
periods, beginning in 1989 and ending in 1992. The cleanup was 
conducted under the direction of the U.S. Coast Guard, with input 
from state and local governments and landowners. More than 
11,000 people, 1,400 vessels and 80 aircraft were deployed at the 
peak of the response during the summer of 1989. 

The initial goal of the cleanup was to remove the majority of the oil 
from the shorelines as quickly as possible to accelerate the natural 
cleansing processes of winter storms and wave action. From 1990 
to 1992, further cleanup was perfonned in areas where a net 
benefit to the environment could be achieved. Consistent with the 
progress being made, the number of people involved in the 
cleanup declined significantly in the years after 1989, to 1,000 in 
1990,300 in 1991, and 100 in 1992. 

TOTAL SHORELINE OILING 
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Shoreline conditions have improved dramatically 
each year since the spiff. 

Based on joint federal-state-Exxon surveys of shorelines in 1992, 
about seven miles (0.2%) of the shoreline in Prince William Sound 

had some remaining traces of oil. One-half of a mile was 
categorized as having wide or moderate oil coverage In 1992. 
Other small amounts of residual oil are isolated under rocks and 
boulders and pose no threat to the environment. 

On June 12, 1992, government officials announced that the 
cleanup met state and federal standards and was complete. At its 
conclusion, Exxon had expended over $2.1 billion on the cleanup 
and associated government costs. 

FATE OF THE OIL 
Surveys conducted after the spill in 1989 found oil stranded in 
discontinuous segments on approximately 15% of the impacted 
area's 9,000 miles of shoreline (see chart). Four hundred and 
eighty-six miles in Prince William Sound and 818 miles in the 
Kenai-Kodiak region of the Gulf of Alaska received some degree of 
oiling. 

Extensive testing of water samples collected in the spill area 
demonstrated that oil from the spill did not produce levels of 
hydrocarbons in the water column that would have been hannful to 
the fish which reside there. In fact, the tests showed that average 
oil concentrations in the water were 1/10 to 1/1000 of the State of 
Alaska's standard for marine waters. In addition, concentrations of 
petroleum hydrocarbons returned to background levels within three 
months of the spill. 

Oil from the spill has been removed from the environment in 
several ways. About one-third of it evaporated. Some was 
stranded on shorelines and picked up in the cleanup. Some was 
broken down by microbes into carbon dioxide and water. Almost 
all of the remainder was dispersed into the sea where it 
subsequently biodegraded naturally. The small quantities of 
remnant oil, on or under the shoreline, are not ecological threats 
and ultimately will be dissipated through natural processes of 
biodegradation or removed by stonn action and dispersed at 
hannless levels within the ocean and ultimately degraded. 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM 
Immediately following the spill, Exxon retained a team of highly 
credentialed scientists, many of whom are inteinationally 
recognized, to conduct rigorous studies of environmental 
conditions in the spill area. These researchers were drawn from 
major universities, independent scientific institutes and consulting 
organizations. 

The goals of the studies were to assess the impact of the spill on 
habitat and wildlife resources in Prince William Sour,~d and the Gulf 
of Alaska and to evaluate the rate and extent of recovery of these 
resources. 

The studies addressed three broad areas: 
• The fate of the spilled oil 
• The impact of the oil on shorelines and subtidal regions 
• The effects of the oil on fish, birds, and mammals 

OVERVIEW OF STUDY RESULTS 
The studies showed that while the spill did have some acute short
term effects, including highly visible mortalities of birds and sea 
otters, there have been no ecologically significant long-term 
effects on habitat or wildlife in the spill area. The studies 
concluded that the ecosystems In Prince William Sound and the 
Gulf of Alaska have essentially recovered; that Is, the biological 
resources and their habitats have returned to population levels or 
conditions which fall within the range of natural variation. This 
rapid recovery was facilitated by an ecology resilient to harsh 
winter conditions and whose large populations of wildlife provide a 
base for population replacement. 

The findings of these studies are consistent with the results of 
over 30 years of research on the effects of oil spills in the marine 
environment. 

CONDITIONS TODAY 
The grounding of the tanker was a tragic accident, but few signs of 
the spill remain today. Intertidal organisms are plentiful ~nd 
diverse, even on shorelines heavily oiled in 1989. Wildlife species 
initially impacted by the spill, including birds and sea otters, are 
utilizing previously oiled areas as they did before the spill and are 
abundant in numbers generally comparable to historical levels. 
Most previously oiled areas are now oil-free; even where scattered 
remnants remain, they are not interfering with biological recovery. 

A summary of key findings from these studies is presented in the 
table below. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
Exxon Company, U.S.A. 

Valdez Publication Requests 
P. 0. Box 2180 

Houston, Texas 77252-2180 
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A SUMMARY OF KEY EXXON-sPONSORED SCIENTIFIC STUDIES 

• • 
STUDY SUBJECT AND 
PRINCIPAL AUTHORS STUDY OBJECTIVE STUDY METHOD STUDY RESULTS CURRENT STATUS 

Measure the distribution and Obtain water samples from various depths at 205 Average concentrations of aromatic hydrocarbons in the water column were The water column is clean. Aquatic species are not at 
WATER QUALITY composition of petroleum locations in PWS and GOA beginning three days after well below the State of Alaska standard of 10 parts per billion for marine risk from spill hydrocarbons. 

hydrocarbons in the water column the spill and extending through March 6, 1990. Perform water. Toxicity tests further demonstrated that hydrocarbons in the water did 
Jerry M. Neff, Battelle Ocean over time; determine whether the standard marine toxicity tests and determine the not represent a risk to even sensitive marine organisms. 
Sciences and William A. Stubblefield, small amounts of oil in the water concentration of oil in each sample. 
ENSR Consulting. column were toxic to marine life. 

Assess shoreline recovery by Perform complementary chemical, toxicological and Biological results show that at least 75% of initially impacted shorelines in Biological communities have essentially recovered. 
SHORELINE ECOLOGY estimating the extent and rate of biological measurements on 64 randomly sampled test PWS had recovered within 16 months of the spill. Chemistry results show that Hydrocarbons will be at background levels at most 

biological recovery; monitor trend sites which were representative of all spill-affected oil removal was generally quite rapid, although oil sometimes remained even sites by 1993 or 1994. Residues from the spill remain 
DavidS. Page and EdwardS. of hydrocarbon concentrations on shorelines. Measurements were performed on where biological resources had recovered. Toxicological effects were only in limited and localized areas of PWS. 
Gilfillan, Bowdoin College; E. James the shorelines; test shorelines to sediment samples and mussels. Biological abundance generally limited to the first few months to one year after the spill. 
Harner, West Virginia University, Paul assess toxicity. and community structures were assessed. 
D. Boehm, Arthur D. Utile, Inc. Complement those measurements with time trend 

studies of th9 most heavily oiled sites each summer 
from 1989lhrough 1991. 

Identify and quantify the amount of Collect 2,300 samples from 649 subtidal sediment There are high natural background levels of hydrocarbons in PWS seafloor Most of the seafloor in PWS and the spill-affected 
HYDROCARBONS IN SEAFLOOR EVC in seafloor sediments in the sampling sit~s in PWS and GOA. Analyze the samples sediments. These hydrocarbons originate from natural petroleum seep areas of the GOA contains no detectable oil from the 

SEDIMENTS region affected by the spill; for the presence of a group of hydrocarbons, the locations to the east of the sound. Most of the seafloor has no detectable spill, yet a natural hydrocarbon background persists 
characterize the historical pre-spill polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH), which can be polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) compounds from the spill. Where EVC that has existed for hundreds and likely thousands of 

DavidS. Page; Bowdoin College; hydrocarbon background in the used to differentiate sources of hydrocarbons using a was detected near shorelines and in some bays, it was generally of the same years. 
Paul D. Boehm, Arthur D. Little, Inc.; spill zone. technique known as chemical fingerprinting. PAH order of magnitude as the background compounds from seeps and sources 
Gregory S. Douglas, Battelle Ocean compounds ~re also the most toxic component of other than the spill. 
Sciences; A. Edward Bence, Exxon weathered crude oil. This technique is one of the basic 
Production Research. tools of the oil industry, used to help find oil and gas 

deposits. 
Distinguish sources of petroleum Use hydrocarbon fingerprinting techniques to interpret Only a small fraction of the government's samples of birds, mammals, and fish The government's chemical database and biological 

HYDROCARBONS IN hydrocarbons found in biological gas chromatography/mass spectrometry analyses of contain recognizable EVC. Most of these samples were collected in 1989. samples provide evidence that oil exposure risks 
BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES samples collected from the spill biological samples collected by government scientists EVC was detected in 11 of 1,055 samples collected in 1990, and none was were vanishingly small by 1990. 

region. to determine if oil was present and if so, its source. detected in the relatively few 1991 samples. Government scientists I 

A. Edward Bence and William A. mistakenly identified a substantial number of their samples as EVC when the 
Burns, Exxon Production Research. fingerprints indicate other sources, such as diesel fuel. 

Examine each phase of the Perform analysis on wildstock salmon streams in the No population level spill effects on any of the pink salmon life stages were The strong wildstock and record hatchery pink 
PINK SALMON wildstock pink salmon life cycle, spill area and compare them to streams in unoiled detected. There was no evidence of sublethal effects at the time of the salmon runs in the years immediately following the 

from egg to adult, in order to areas. Five ~arty life stage biological factors were studies or that any such effects would occur in the future. Based on a spill and the results of these studies confinn there has 
Ernest L. Brannon, University of discover and measure any effects analyzed: egg viability, embryo survival, alevin survival comparison of salmon counts at oiled and unoiled areas, no link can be made been no measurable impact from spilled oil on pink 
Idaho; Larry L. Moulton, MJM on the fish from spill oil. PWS and development success, emergent fry timing and between the spill and the number of returning salmon. Arguable effects of the salmon populations in PWS. Although the pink 
Research; L. G. Gilbertson, Genesis hatchery fish were either protected condition, and juvenile condition. Results from oiled and spill were found in a few streams. However, because oiled slreams produce salmon return to PWS in 1993 was very low, these 
Technical Services; Alan W. Maki, or out of the path of the spill in unoiled streams were compared to determine oil less than 1% of the pink salmon harvest in the sound and the only arguable scientific studies indicate there is no connection 
Exxon Co., USA; John R. Skalski, 1989 and therefore were not at risk impacts. For:assessment of adult pink salmon, field spill effects were seen in a few of these, population level impacts are not between this year's return and the spill. Furthennore, 
University of Washington. and not studied. counts of spawning fish were conducted from 1989 to conceivable. there are no credible scientific data to the contrary. 

1992. 
Measure effects on herring from Collect herring egg samples in the field and incubate About 4% of the total length of the 1989 herring spawn in PWS occurred along The upper limit of the herring population size is 

PACIFIC HERRING spilled oil in 1989 and residual oil them in the laboratory. Measure several biological shorelines where oil had stranded. In 1989, biological effects attributable to detennined by the size of the fishery established 
in 1990. The study focused on the indicators- egg development, hatch rate, larval oiling were detected in Cabin Bay which accounted for about 2% of the 1989 annually by the State of Alaska. The unharvested fish 

Waller H. Pearson, Battelle Marine eggs and larvae of the herring, survival at hatch, frequencies of larval abnormalities, PWS herring spawn. Oiling effects were nonexistent in 1990. Because herring from 1989 contributed to large catches in 1990, 1991 
Sciences Laboratory; Erlend since they are more sensitive to oil larval length and larval yolk-sac volume - compare live for about 10 years and spawn repeatedly, tHe minor effects of the spill on and 1992. The 1991 and 1992 harvests set new 
Moksness, Institute of Marine concentration than adults. indicators from oiled and unoiled areas. the herring population were overwhelmed by the closure of the fishery in 1969, records. The 1993 fishery was a near-complete failure 
Research, Flodevingen, Norway; which resulted in about 18% of the herring being retained in the population for with fish returning to spawn in small numbers and 
John R. Skalski, University of future harvests. lower than expected sizes. In addition, there was a 
Washington. substantial amount of viral infection among returning 
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STUDY SUBJECT AND 
.J?BIN(;IPAL AUTHORS STUDY OBJECTIVE 

Measure the abundance and 
SEA OTTERS reproduction of sea otters at eight 

key locations in PWS and 
Charles B. Johnson, Alaska Biological compare to historical levels. 
Research; David L. Garshelis, Examine the foraging behavior of 
Minnesota State Dept. of Natural otters to determine if the spill might 
Resources. have altered pre-spill food 

aatherino practices and success. 
Approximately 2,100 bald eagles 

BALD EAGLES were present in the sound at the 
time of the spill. This study 

Clayton M. White, Brigham Young assessed oil spill effects on bald 
University; Robert J. Ritchie and eagles. 
Brian A. Cooper, Alaska Biological 
Research. 

Evaluate impacts on and recovery 
SEABIRDS of seabirds in PWS and along the 

KP based on their use of oil-
Robert H. Day. Slephen M. Murphy, affected habitats. 
and Louise N. Smith, Alaska 
Biological Research; John A. Wiens, 
Colorado State University; Gregory D. 
Hayward, U.S. Forest Service; E. 
James Harner, West Virginia 
University. 

Use comparisons between pre-
MURRES spill and post-spill colony 

attendance and reproduction to 
P. Dee Boersma, University of determine whether murre colony 
Washington: David E. Erikson, attendance had been significantly 
Dames and Moore. impacted by the oil spill. 

Identify and protect 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL archaeological sites potentially 

PROTECTION PROGRAM affected by the spill or the cleanup. 

Christopher B. Wooley and James C. 
Hac:mar'tv. archaeological consultants. 

GOA ........................... Gulf of Alaska 

c:\data\cureton\cha rt.doc 
Jf4194 

KP ........................... Kenai Peninsula 
PWS ................ Prince William Sound 
EVC ................. Exxon Valdez Crude 

STUDY METHOD STUDY RESULTS CURRENT STATUS 
Compare pre-spill and post-spill counts of otters and At least as many otters occupied heavily oiled areas one and two years after Otters remain abundant in the spill-affected area of 
their pups. Determine their distribution and relative the spill as were counted there 5 to 12 years before the spill. In 1990 and the sound and show no apparent spill~related effects 
abundance in both oiled and unoiled areas at eight 1991, pupping rates were equal to or greater than pre-spill levels. In those on their distribution, pup production, or foraging 
sites for which pre-spill data were available. Replicate years, researchers observed no major change in otter feeding success at a habils. 
a pre- spill study of otter foraging practices to site oiled in 1989 relative to pre-spill observations. 
determine whether the spill had any impact on the 
otters' food supply and feeding habits. 

Observe bald eagles along 779 miles of shoreline. Bald eagle densities and reproductive rates in 1990 and 1991 were essentially The bald eagle population has recovered rapidly from 
Record data on eagle nests and usage, including the the same in oiled and unoiled areas. Moreover, the densities and reproductive the initial effects of the oil spill. 
number of nests, their location, the number of adult success observed were within ranges exhibited by coastal eagle populations 
eagles, the number of nestlings, and the age of elsewhere in Alaska and British Columbia. 
nestlings. Compare various parameters between oiled 
and unoiled areas to determine if the spill caused 
changes in eagle density, nesting habits, or 
reproduction. 
Measure the abundance and distribution of birds in Over half of the 42 species in PWS and 34 species on the KP observed in the The negative effects of the oil spill on bird habitat 
selected bays exposed to various levels of oiling, study showed no impacts on habitat utilization even in 1989, shortly after the utilization had largely dissipated by 1991. This 
including unoiled sites, in PWS and along the KP in spill. Among those showing negative impacts from oiling, recovery was rapid conclusion is consistent with the findings of other 
1989, 1990 and 1991. Over 50 species of birds were in 1990 and 1991; 9% of PWS and 18% of KP species still showed negative studies that have documented the recovery of both 
observed and counted for comparison of habitat use effects of the spill by late 1991. However, based on biological characteristics water resources and shorelines in PWS and along the 
after accounting for differences among bays for each and feeding habits, there is no reason to expect that the affected species will KP. 
species. Also, the uses of oil-affected habitats over not continue to recover rapidly. 
three summers were compared in order to assess the 
status of bird recovery. Some bird species are transient 
or normally present in such low numbers that full 
analyses cannot be conducted; however, quantitative 
assessments were possible on 42 species in PWS and 
34 species on the KP. 
Count murre attendance at 32 of the 36 colonies in the Murres were observed at all of the colonies surveyed. Attendance levels were Although murres incurred a large number of 
spill path and compare with pre-spill counts to generally similar to those from historical (pre-spill) surveys, particularly for mortalities as a result of the spill, impacts on murre 
determine if the murre population was affected by the those colonies in the direct path of the spill. Reproduction success at East colony attendance were relatively short-term. At East 
spill. Four small colonies, representing less than 0.5% Amatuli, the largest murre colony in the spill area, was within the range of data Amatuli Island, the largest colony at risk from the spill, 
of the total population, were not surveyed because of measured before the spill. 1990 was about average; 1991 was exceptionally both attendance and reproduction are comparable to 
access restrictions or inclement weather. Additionally, good; and 1992 was a poor year. pre-spill performance. Spill impacts could not be 
study murre reproduction on EaSt Amatuli Island, the discerned in murre populations in previously heavily 
largest colony in the path of the spilled oil, and compare oiled colonies within two years after the spill. 
with data gathered by the same researcher at the same 
location before the soil!. 
Carefully survey shoreline for social/cultural artifacts No serious damage to archaeological sites from shoreline oiling was The response program developed for archaeological 
using trained archaeologists. Gather information on all documented during extensive studies conducted in 1989 through 1991. A total site protection following the Exxon Valdez oil spill is 
known sites and identify new ones. Assess impacts of of 326 previously unknown sites were recorded, more than doubling the being used as a model for oil spill response plans 
the spill and the cleanup on all locations. Develop site number of known sites. elsewhere. 
protection pl8ns for each site containing artifacts. 
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Kddiak land. worth the cost ..... . 
• • ·, .... • .. ~- ,.. ' \ • " · • • ' • ~ • 0 ; • •, 

~though'' ') ·'-?tasn't : particu.l~~ly sur
prised, I am troubleq 'by you_r ·. recent . 
editb:rial criticizing · ~he :'price · p;ai_d. ·to 
conser:ve fish ahd wildlife habitat: .ojl 
Kci~iak . Island by the Exxon Val~ez 01l 
Spilh,_Trustee Council. , . . · . . · : 

Regarding appr:aisals, I m aware of .'· 
solJl~. ~trange· thing~ about the federal . ·: 
app,ra,isal system :· .. . en~:mgh to make me 
think, that, like:, ma,ny government .: , 
operations; it's out pf touch with the real · ~------,. 
wo;rld.'No one 'Yho knows :.the res~>Uz:ces of 
Kodia'k would value the lands Wlthm the 
Kodjak Nationcil. Wildlife :Refuge for $100: · · 
plus·=ifn ~a:ci'e: I(you-' offered the land for 
sale 'at .that ·priGe, you'd most likely have 

ouR 
7EEN~<: 

' A · ~~N~ 
AND.TI 

NOR,'fl.t J 
LoV'l 

a la;nd.·.rush . .. ·.~ .. · ... 
The government ,and landowners pro-· 

duced. 'what ·each contend was a market 
value ·;,.appr:aisal. There was a . large g~p 
betweezi" the two. The landowner and the 
Trustee' Council negotiated a land package 
for a · price in between. To claim this is 
somehow shocking or gouging is baloney. 

Most people who know ·me know that I 
ant hot your frequent ;advocate of federal 
acquisition of wildlife habi~a,t for conser-~ 
vation purposes in .t}.laska ~~. , .. ' . except' · 
wtlere. it makes good sense, as it' does I o'n 
Kci_.di~k,. I}~t whe~e th~ gover~~nt d<;>es 
conserve such hab1tat, 1t should deal w1th 
landowners (Native and non-Native alike) 
fairly. If you are going to conserve certain 
l ands , you are going to need to pay a fair 
price . . . plain and simple. 

For far too long, there have been some 
who seem not to cope very well with 
seeing Native people in Alaska treated 
fairly in connection with their lands. If 
Alaska is to grow economically, cultural
ly, spiritually, we've got to do better than 
what I saw coming through in your 
editorial. Alaska Native corporations pro
vide a significant employment base 
throughout our state. They create jobs for 
both Natives and non-Natives. Their suc
cess is all Alaska's success . 

The Kodiak projects were nothing but a 
win all the way. They are good for the 
wildlife. They are good for the fisheries. 
They are good for hunters and anglers. 
They are good for the people. They are 
good for business. They are an example of 
government doing something that makes 
good sense for a change. 

- Rep. Don Young 
chairman, Committee on Resources 

U.S. House of Representatives 

Caring shown for crash victim 
I am writing re: the picture of Kathleen 

Zimmerman (Metro, Nov. 22), titled "Fire
fighters pop top, free woman." 

On behalf of myself and the members 
of International Brotherhood of Painters 
and Allied Trades Local Union No. 1140, a 
heartfelt thank you to the Anchorage 
police, Anchorage paramedics and An
chorae:e firefighters. 

Thanksgiving was ver~ 
We are normally closed 01 

ing, but this year we deci1 
would like to share some goo 
the community by hosting c: 
dinner for anyone who want 
it. My hard-working staff 
many suppliers in the businc 
ty deserve a lot of applause 
so hard to make this idea c 

I would like to publicly t 
Paper (Gary), Anchorage ( 
(Felix), Sunrise Bakery, Sam 
way (Northway Mall and Eag 
the Mountain View Commu: 
with special thanks to Rand: 

All of these businesses an· 
contributed more than th1 
know to making t he Than~ 
day a very special one for 1 

-Rose 
Ros 

M 

Citizens work to bette 
A special thanks goes ou 

and an audience of people • 
warm homes and attended tl 
ing Nov. 28 about reducin1 
Anchorage, sponsored by 
Health Summit '95. 

As Kent Pollock,_P~~el_ z:u 
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AllbQI•jb l Wlll1't particularly wzprilcd, I IDI IWIIblocl by yov nclllllditcrill 
ctitlc~q tbe price paid lO toDitrvt ftsll alliS Wildlife blbi!at ou Kodiak Islaad by the Exxon 
Valdez Oil Spill (HVOS) '!'1\lstee CDI*iJ. 

I don't know to whom you alisteaiDg, or wllll yoW" motivatioll wu to clo tbb, but 
you &u.tll bave it wroa,c on Kn«ti•.-. Jeaardill& apptaiaals, I'm aware of soaw: •uuae qs 
&bo\ll the t'edera.l ~~ppmilal .,..m ... eDOUJil m make me tlllDit. tllaE. like IDII1Y IOYiilllllent 
operuillns, it' a out of~ wllh tbe tal Wllrlcl. No one wba kDDws tM l'IIOUl'CIS of Xodialr.: 
W()l.lld val.ue the liDdll witb.ID the «ndllk NuiCIIIIl Wildlif't kfuac for 100 plw clollan an 
&l3. If you otfcfe4 die lud far sale u tllar. price, you'd. molt l!Dly Ill" alm!l'Uih. The 
aoveflllllent and la1ldowaaJ ~ ...u eiC:h coiiiC.IId was a milker ~alue appai.IU. 
'~here was a !&rae pp betWeeD. lilt tWo. The ll!ldow~Zr and. lbc TNSree Coiuldl~~~:aodlltCG 
a laDd (IIIOkaiC far a price in bm:e1a To claim till! t!3iS is somehOw sboc:klllg or goupq is 
'bai.Oaey. 

MOlt peapt. who lalow me ~ that I ua DOt )'OW' fnlqueu. &d. vocate of t'edlnl 
acqui~itioll of 'llllild1ittl blbillt for 1:0111mlt.ioA pulpOII!I ill Alub .. , oxcepr; whete it maJw 
IQod serJ~e, as it dON 0111Cadiak. Bll.t where me llllllllllllllllt does CCiliCrYC auc:ll blbi1a1, it 
shl.llllll deal with laadowun (NIIIivc D! eaa-Nalivl alikt) fairly. 

lf ptOplt are tlalcd fairly oalind Kq,uls!tiollmatll:n y011. wOllldn't b&ve IIIEIIC in 
aov~at cJahzain& tbll. )'OW' propmy !las lo" v1hle bec&llle i1 !llppe!IS to roallllin cmain 
specios of DII!Yls. If you are 10illl 10 C:OIIICI¥0 e&n&iD IPds you art &01111 to aeecl ro pa.y a 
&.it priu .•. plain IJid simple. This beads we win, llil5 you lox IPPI'OI'b somD m 
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&QVetamrnt baVC Uic4 to claim aUpl SI.VC a few dolW:1 but wiU DOl RIUJt in &111 fish aDd 
wUdlifc blbiut COilJCIV&tioa aM is symptaalatie or govemment's am~ !OWW small 
bus!Dess and privllll laDdoWDen. 

Per far too loq, tbiR b&vc been som; wba 11111m not to wp: VII} well with 5lliq 
Na~·e people ill. Alaska tniZIIl iairly ill ~IIDI:I:Ckm With ~heir lmla. Tbis iJ Ill:!& tbc way 
tbillf• sbauld opcmD illl99S. If AlUicl il ta pow ecommi•ally, culiiiEallJ, ipiritually, 
we've sex 10 do biller !baa wbat l aaw crypma lll:tou&ls ill. you: oditarial.. JJulra Native 
corpr.lr.1tionl pEOYide a slpitlcam ~ bue lbroll&hout our sea. 'l.'bly ~alii jobs 
for bp!l! Natjyg 1111!! MJt:NetjyM. lbllr auc:= 1 d is Ill Alaska'• succas. 

Befort you pt complltlly llkelllD by a few peep Ill who obviously have ues to 
erind, I 1\lftc:&t YCil visit tbo lads with 1111 people who lalow t1wm bell ... tbr: Native &!Ill 
IIOll•Na!lve ludownm. I boW YOlll' ~ can. ml baliave it llboa.ld, tiQ IGII:IIIthina 
mare proclw:tin 'Nifh ill lime Uld e!'fOn dian ro 111 suc:kld lmo JPCWiD1 oat till:: ld!ld or biu 
it !tid abaul: a PIO)I:t tbal 1JIUa aood common ml KOIIOI!lic .... 
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ANCHORAGE DAILY NEWS SECTIONB 

State· to buy Shuyak land 
Spill trustees OK $42 million deal, offer to buy Kenai habitat 
By TOM KIZZIA 
Daily News reporter 

The state will buy 26,000 acres of land 
on Shuya_k Island and make cash offers on 
17 smaller parcels, including six large 
unspoiled blocks along the Kenai River, 
under decisions made Monday by the 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill' Trustee Council. 

The trustee council agreed to pay $4 2 
million to the Kodiak Island Borough for 

land on Shuyak Island, at the northern 
end of the Kodiak archipelago. The state 
already owns most of the land on the 
island, including 11,000-acre Shuyak Is
land State Park. 

The 17 smaller parcels amount to more 
than 5,000 acres, including about 4,500 
acres along the Kenai River and its 
tributaries. Total appraised value for the 
parcels is nearly $15 million. 
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The council also approved offers for 
undeveloped land near Homer, Seward 

·and Valdez. The council agreed only to 
pay the appraised value for those lands. 

Agreement by the lartdowners will be 
necessary for the purchases to go through, 
said council executive director Molly 
McCammon. 

Please see Page 8-3, TRUSTEES 

... Location ol· detail ; ' 
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TRUSTEES: Buying up land 
Continued from Page B-1 

Monday's action was praised by Gov. 
Tony Knowles, who called the Kenai 
River the "lifeblood" of Southcentral 
Alaska. · 

"This is a river at risk from develop
ment along its banks," said state Fish and 
Game Commissioner Frank Rue. "Our 
efforts to protect key pieces of habitat are 
an important part of keeping the Kenai 
River healthy." 

The trustee council, composed of state 
and federal officials, administers the $900 
million civil settlement reached by Exxon 
and the state a.i:td federal governments 
after the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

Most of the value of the Shuyak pur
chase went for the island's timber. The 
Kodiak borough goverrunent had no plans 
to log the island, but said future logging 
was a possibility. 

Final details on Shuyak still need to be 
worked out by state and borough negotia
tors, McCammon said. The purchase is 
based on an appraised value of $3 million 
for the land and $30.3 million for the 
:value of old-growth timber on the island, 
she said. The remaining $8.7 million is 
being paid in lieu of interest because 
payment will be spread over seven years, 
she said. , 

The government's appraisal for Shuyak 
did not take into account "public interest 
values," which have been controversial 
for raising the price for other large Exxon 
trustee purchases. However, the appraisal 
set a range of values for the land, from 
$27 million to $33.3 million, and the 
trustees took the high end because the 
land is prime habitat for species damaged. 
by the oil spill, McCammon said. 

The Kodiak Island Borough Assembly 
already has agreed to sell for $42 million, 
committing $6 million from the sale to 
expansion of Kodiak's Fishery Industrial 
Technology Center. The assembly bas pro
posed a Permanent Fund for the rest of 
the money, with income from the fund 
paying for debt service and maintenance 
of buildings. and . .public facilities. 

·---1---- ---
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The "small parcel" purchases are in
tended to protect key habitats for re
sources damaged in the 1989 oil spill. 

The Kenai River. offers include: 
• Two miles of riverfront above Soldot

na belonging to the Salamatof Native 
Association, a. 1,377-acre tract valued at 
$2.3 million; . 

• The 20-acre ·Kobylarz subdivision at 
the popular Big Eddy fishing _hole down· 
stream from Soldotna; valued at $320,000; 

• The 100-acre Chester Cone property on 
the Kenai River flats in t]le city of Kenai, 
a wetland area that ·had been the scene of 
past development proposals, valued at 
$600,000; 

• The River Ranch, a 146-acre property 
downriver from Sterling where subdivi
sions and recreational vehicle parks may 
soon replace hayfields, valued at £1.6 
million; 

• The Girves parcel, 110 acres on a 
riverbend just below the Soldotna btidge, 
valued at $1.8 million. . 

The trustees also approved two pur
chases as part of a larger deal being 
negotiated between ·the federal govern
ment and Kenai Natives Association. The 
trustees agreed to pay $4 million for 800 
acres along the Kenai River just below 
Skilak Lake and another 2,000 acres along 
the Moose River north of Sterling. 

In Homer, the trustees agreed to pay 
nearly $700,000 for two seaside tracts 
below the Baycrest Overlook, a popular 
vista along the highway into town, and 
another $1.5 million for 220 acres around 
Diamond Creek. They also agreed to pay 
$672,000 for 91 acres in Ninilchik next to 
the Deep Creek State Recreation Area and 
to make offers on several small parcels 
along the Ninilchik River. 

In Seward, they agreed to pay $531,000 
for 19 acres at Lowell Point and $211,000 
for 64 acres at Grouse Lake .. 

The small parcels were drawn from 262 
parcels nominated by the .. public for con
sideration by the trustee council. Action 
on 12 other small-parcel purchases was 
postponed. 

SL H 9L6 L06,g n:or S6/!6/H 



Land .. ~.~~' splits Kenai Natives 
Rebel sha:feholders charge refuge trade threatens heritage 

' , .... , 

By TOM KIZZIA 
Daily News repor:ter .. 

A · major· iand · deal to protect Kenai 
National Wildlife Refuge lands is· teeter
ing on the edge of co)lapse as dissident 
shareh.olders opp_o.sing. the deal have tried 
to take over Kenai Natives. Association, 
the Native corporation: negotiating with 
the federal government. . · 

Dissidents who claim to have elected a 
new board of· directors sought Monday to 
take control of the corporation's Kenai 
office. They were rebuffed by corporation 
fficials, who say the new board was 

elected illegally. B,oth sides vowed to 
fight on in court. 

At stake is a proposed land deal giving · 
the federal govemment more than 15,000 
acres of.N~7tive land inside the 7-e~{:.ge. The 

land includes an undeveloped 800-acre 
Kenai River tract near the mouth of 
Skilak Lake that biologists say is an 

. essential wildlife migration corridor. 
In retum, under the latest public ver

sion of the deal, the Kenai Natives Associ
ation would receive unrestricted title to 
1,800 acres removed from the refuge. The 
Native corporation would also receive 
between $7 million and $11 million in cash 
or other land, said Steve Shuck, a realty 
specialist with the U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. 

The terms are still being negotiated, 
and a final deal would require approval 
by Congress as well as the Kenai Natives 
board.· However, the process got a boost 

Plea~e see Back Page, KENAI ,.\?? . 

KENAI: Native corporation confronted by dissident shareholders over land deal 
Continued from Page A-1 

last week when the Exxon Valdez Oil 
Spill Trustee Council approved pllttirig $4 
million toward purchase of the Native 
lands. 

But even as state and federal officials 
trumpeted the good news, a long-simmer
ing dispute within the Kenai Natives 
Association erupted around the corpora
tion's annual meeting in Kenai. · 

As the Native corporation representing 
residents· of Kenai, the Kenai Natives 
Association received much of its land 
settlement inside the federal refuge .. De
velopment restrictions aPply to land 
granted inside a wildlife refuge under the 
1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement 
Act. 

Kenai Natives complained their land 
could not be used, and negotiations picked 

) up steam after 1992 when Congress put 
pressure on the. U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service. 

The tentative deal would give the Cor
P'fration unrestricted title to land along 
S~vanson RiveJ~Road north of Sterling. In 
return, the refuge would receive Native 

lands around Beaver Creek, Swanson Riv
er Road and the so-called Stephanka tract 
at the mouth of Skilak Lake. 

Biologists say the Stephanka tract is 
important because development on pri
vate land is cutting off wildlife migration 
routes between the northern and southern 
Kenai Peninsula. The remaining route is 
pinched by Sterling to the west and 
Skilak Lake to the east, said Chuck 
Schwartz, a brown-bear biologist for the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game. 

"You're talking about the neck of an 
hourglass," Schwartz said. 

Kenai Natives president Diana Zirul 
said the group's board won't make a final 
decision about supporting the deal until 
negotiations are complete and sharehold
ers have been consulted. She said it is too 
soon to say how the corporation might 
develop any land obtained in an ex
change. 

But not everyone in the Native corpora
tion was happy that negotiations were 
under way. 
-~ Dissident shareholders have Jpng criti
t'iized the association's manager& for what 
Chey call secretive deal-making and small, 

token dividends. The proposed land deal 
became a focus for that criticism. 

A group calling itself Keeping Native 
Acres published an open letter earlier this 
year charging that past land sales ha:ve 
been used to pay the corporation's operat
ing costs. They said the land is a crucial 
part of local Native identity_. 

Indeed, the Stephanka tract was still 
home to a settlement of Kenaitze Indians 
several generations ago. 

"The land is something connected with 
the Kenaitze people for hundreds of 
years," said Allari Baldwin, who was 
named president by the dissident board. 
"Once we sell off the land, there's no base 
for the corporation." 

Instead of a trade, BaldWin said, the 
corporation should fight to have the ref
uge land-use restrictions lifted. He said 
some of the land could be subil.ivided and 
given to shareholders. 

The corporation's annual meeting, 
scheduled for Nov: 18, was canceled at the 
last minute by managers. Zirul said .legal 
questions had been , raised about proce
dures used to gathedVoting proxies. The 
meeting was reschedUled for February so 

those questions could be cleared up, she 
said. 

Baldwin said shareholders showed up 
on schedule and held the meeting anyway. 
He said. more than 50 shareholders repre
senting 45 . pe_rcent of the voting shares 
were represented when the group recon
vened two days later. At that meeting, the 
dissidents filled three empty board seats, 
then voted to. dismiss five other board 
members and replace them. 

"Other busineSs.conducted 'for the good 
of the corporation• was the immediate 
cancellation of land negotiations involv
ing the sale of KNA properties that were 
in progress by the previous administra
tion of KNA,". said a press release issued 
over the weekend by the dissident board. 

Kenai Natives lawyer Bruce Gagnon 
said Monday the votes were meaningless 
because the· meeting was illegal. Advance 
notice of a meeting is required before 
directors can be removed, he said. 

"What you have here are a group of 
people who are pretenders to office," he 
said. ''The· existing board of di·rectors and 
existing\. management has' no "fntention of 
acceding to illegal demands.'' 
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illion claim 
Hough said Alaska Pulp would 

still be in business if the Forest 
Service had not changed the con
tract, which would have run for 17 
more years. 

The company said foresters 
bowed to political pressure from 
environmentalists to restrict log
ging in the region. The Forest 
Service next summer plans to 
implement revisions to its Tongass 
management plan designed to pro
vide enough timber for the area's 
logging industry while protecting 
tl1e territory for fishing, hunting, 
tourism and other uses. 

Much of the timber earmarked 
under the contract for Alaska Pulp 
1vas sold to other logging opera
tions, including Ketchikan Pulp 
Co., the region's last big timber 
mill. 

Environmentalists have sued to 
\lock the transfer of Alaska Pulp's 

· ·imber to other users. 

ka workers 
:ontinued or revised. The agency 
sked for the extension to give it 
nore time to prepare its report, 
ltevens said. 

This is the third time Congress 
oted to extend the allowances. 
:imilar legislation was passed in 
991 and 1994. 

The allowance "helps federal 
nd postal employees make ends 
teet and it is also a significant 
enefit for local economies," 
Ievens said. The payments put an 
ttra $100 million into the state 
:anomy, he said. 
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Kodiak refuge grows with spill fund purchase 
KODIAK - The Interior Department and officials of Koniag 

Native corporation have agreed to set aside 120,000 acres of bear, 
salmon and bald eagle habitat on Kodiak Island. 

"I never thouoht I would see it happen," said Jay Bellinger, 
manager of the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, which will add 
60,000 acres to the unit under a six-year conservation easement 

Total cost of the transaction, which was funded through the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement fund, is roughly $29 million. 

The land aQfeement was signed Wednesday in Washington. It 
was praised by Interior Department Secretary Bruce Babbitt, who 
said in prepared comments that action wo~ld protect habttat_w.h_ile 
increasing opportunities for hunting, fishing and other actiVlties 
within the refuge. . 

Biologists have identified the areas as critical habitat for 
salmon, brown bear and bald eagles and other species injured in 
the 1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

'Star Trek' spinoff beams way to Juneau 
JUNEAU- Sci-fi fans here who felt about as lost in space as 

the stranded voyagers in the latest ·'Star Trek" series are beam
ino: Their cable-TV company has tinally landed the show. 0

"Star Trek: Voyager" is expected to debut in Juneau withi~ a 
month. The show, the third spinoff series based on the 1960s ang
inal, premiered throughout the country last year. 

Alaskan Cable Network, bowing to pressure from subscribers, 
has arranoed to air the Bethel-based Alaska Rural Communication 
channel, ~hich carries "Voyager." 

"People have been wanting it ever since it came out," Jerry 
Parker, the cable network's district manager, told the Juneau 
Empire on Wednesday. 

The network had been unable to get the show sooner because it 
could not hook up with any stations in the new Paramount net
work which owns the show. Other "Star Trek" series have been 
avail~ble in Juneau in syndication. Hundreds of subscribers had 
signed a petition asking the cable comp~ny to air "Voyager." . 

"All right! Finally," said Brooke Mtles, who started watching 
the original "Star Trek" in the 1960s. "My friend's mother who 
lives in Seattle has been taping ('Voyager') for us so it's been this 
delayed thing, so we're stoked." 

-The Associated Press 
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Following is a Reuter's news service story which was on the national wires re: 
Koniag purchase IS[ 
RTw 11/15 1737 U.S. buys more Alaska land with Exxon Valdez funds 

WASHINGTON, Nov 15 (Reuter)- The Interior Department said Wednesday it 

completed a third deal to buy land to protect wildlife on Alaska's Kokiak Island 

with funds from the Exxon Valdez oil spill settlement. 

The department said it bought nearly 60,000 acres, bringing the land to be 

preserved as habitat for bears, salmon, bald eagles and other wildlife, to 210,000 

acres. 

The deal included six-year easements for another 60,000 acres, which the 

government also expects to buy. 

The government bought the land and easements for $28.5 million from Koniag 

Inc., one of 13 Alaska Native regional corporations established under the Alaska 

Native Claims Settlement Act. 

Funds are to be paid from the $900 million Exxon Valdez settlement fund, and 

the land purchase is to preserve species harmed by the 1989 spill such as river 

and sea otters, harbour seals, salmon and herring, marbled murrelets and 

eagles. 

The land is within the Kodiak National Wildlife Refuge, but Interior Department 

officials said it would not be protected from development without the acquisition. 

"This federal acquisition -- backed by everyone from Native corporations to 

sport and hunting associations, and conservationists -- provides the momentum 

for purchasing the remaining 20 percent of private land within Kodiak refuge," 

said Dominick DellaSala, of the World Wildlife Fund. REUTER 
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Cordova-- Researchers with the Sound Ecosystem Assessment, or SEA program, e~ressed optimism 

about Prince William Sound's herring population following a three week study which November 9. 
"Despite the low adult population in i994 an::i 1995, a significant number of juveniles seemed to have 
survived as we were seeing a lot of fish born in those years," commented Evelyn Brown, hief Scientist for 
th 

. I e=- : 
i 

The 1995 fall cruise. the first ever to study juvenile herring a.OO their habit~t , one of several 
herring projects funded by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill (EVOS) Trustee Council. Resear hen; documented 
the relative abundance and distribution of juvenile herring throughout Prince William nd to the lower 
Kenai Peninsula. / 

Evelyn Brown has studied PWS herring since 1988. "Most research with the Ala~a Department of 
Fish and Game has been on eggs. embryos and adults, mainly for stock asscssmen.t, ~ said rown. "After the 
oil spill there were: early life stage studies for damage assessment. We ne,·er studied juvcni1 .s before." 

i 
"\Vhen the SEA planners did a sensitivity analysis on herring, they discover~ that rite most 

important stages for herring survival were the larval and juvenile stages,'' said Brown. S researchers are 
studying the distribution, condition, and growth of juvenile herring as well as their predate s and their prey. 
The faU .::ruise was particularly important because researchers believe that the health of juveniles before 
winter, along with winter conditions, have major effects on the survival of juveniles and jtheir r~itment 
to the adult population. I 

i 
"Up until now we knew that some juveniles were [found] with the adults, but thtv appeared to be 

more widely distributed than adults," sBid Brown. 'We expect to collect larval data o the 1996 SEA 
oceanography cruises. We'll have to compare this year's survey data to results from a poor ge class year to 
know how distribution is affected by abundance." . I 

The SEA research vessels located schools of herring, verified sonar targets and col ted samples 
for about 11 different EVOSTC-funded projects. While the FN Julia Breeze waited offshor for samples, the 
FN Temptation located fish schools for sampling by the FN Kyle David, FN Pandalus, nd FN 
Sununertime Sage. The M/V Auklet conducted studies of the current structure of bays whe e fish were 
located. The fishing vessels also looked for schools using their own echosound~Srs. The fis ing effort was 
needed to verify the targets detected with sonars, to collect samples, and to identify predato ·and their prey. 



The twelve hours studies took place from 6:00p.m. to 6:00a.m., because that w s when the fish 
were active. The nightly shifts often turned imo l6 to 20 hour workdays in order to covert e area. "Every 
day we did another site. We even made it to Hogg Bay and Resurrection Bay," said Tom Kine, a scientist 
on the cruise:. 

Us·oally before the evening's work began, the researchers met to make survey. sa ling and 
measurement decisions. Each sampling site was different, but in general, samples included ·cales, stomachs. 
and tissue, as well as age, weight, and length measurements. The sampling crew identified ISh and marine 
invertebrates, including zooplankton, caught by the fishing boats, and prepared samples for studies of fish 
diers, fatty acid studies, stable isotope analysis and other research projects. 

"The best thing about collecting fish for all these projects is that we were essenti ly getting as 
much out of all these samples as possible," said Margaret Powell, Field and Lab Superviso for ADF&G. 

Studies of herring predators were also part of the cruise, rutd stomach samples we e taken of most 
fish large enough to sample. "The most interesting thing [ saw was all the cannibalism of dult pollock on 
juvenile pollock," said Kline. "It's been seen before, but I hadn't seen it here yet." 1 

"It was really interesting seeing different species of fish this fall, compared to I t spring, 11 said 
Powell. 'We saw diff::rent types of sculpins and greenl_ings and w_c added many now species to our axie list. 
It could have to do wuh ihe gear also. We used long !me gear this fall, but not last summe . " 

I 
The sampling crew also examined the fish for signs of disease such as frayed fins aid reddening at 

the base of fins and tail. Bumps, mutations or reddening of :.he body, and reddening or reds ots around the 
eyes indicative of hemorraghing were also recorded for EVOSTC-funded disease studies. 

Dave Butler, sldpper of the Kyle David, commented on the cruise, "'Overall it's doi g re-al good. At 
first I thought it was stock assessment. but irs so much more- size, distribution, predator lots of things." 
According ro Butler, sometimes chey caught a few pollock in the seine, but usually not any. At Snug 
Corner Cove. the five set.; yielded mixed juveniles and adult herring, some pollock, and a £ w sandlances as 
welL The biggest school they set on was in Zaikoff Bay, during the October leg of the ise. of the 20 
tons they set on, they took about 230 fish for samples straight out of the purse, the.n loose ed the purse to 
let the rest go, to :ninimize the stress on the animals. t 

Brown is already thinking about next year's work. According to Brown, more mon y was spent in 
1995 on herring research, including SEA, genetics, and lab exp<!riments, than ever in the p ·tIn the: future 
we'll focus on a few specific sites. 'Td really like to continue this broad scale survey for sev ·raJ years co 
document the changes in herring distribution. but I doubt the funds wHl be available to dot at. Overall the 
cruise was success and we increased our knowledge about juvenile herring tremendously. Th EVOS Trustee 
Council should be commended for recognizing and funding this important ecological researc 1." 

SEA is a multidisciplinary ecosystem study funded by the EVOS T.rustee Council. Cooper~ing institutions 
include: the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, the Prince William Sound Sciettce Cent , the Prince 
William Sound Aquaculture C01poration. the Copper River Delta lnstitue, and the Universi ' of Alaska 
Fairbanks. 
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KCHU 
Terminal Radio, Inc. 
P.O. Box 467 • Valdez. Alaska 99686 • (907) 835-4665 • FAX 835-2847 

November 27, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
c/o Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council Restoration Office 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

I am writing to let you know how much KCHU and our listeners like 
"SoundWaves," which received funding through your office. As you 
know, "SoundWaves" is a weekly radio module produced by Jody Seitz 
at the Prince William Sound Science Center in Cordova. 

Public education is a primary goal of public radio KCHU, and one we 
share with both the PWS Science Center and the EVOS Trustees. 
"SoundWaves" is a truly exceptional educational tool. In 
particular, listeners enjoy the depth of information presented. 
Ms. Seitz goes above and beyond the norm to include specific 
scientific projects currently being conducted in the Sound, along 
with research findings. Even fishermen and boat operators, already 
intimate with Prince William Sound and its ecosystems, find the 
information engaging and useful. 

Public radio listeners tend to be well-educated and inquisitive 
about the world we live in. KCHU appreciates any opportunity to 
bring high-quality, local productions to our listeners. In 
addition, "Soundwaves" explores local projects and points of view. 
Kudos to the EVOS trustees for recognizing the value in this 
project and making funds available. Keep up the good work! 

anna Simm s 
General Manager 

cc: L.J. Evans 
Jody Seitz 

Public Radio for Prince William Sound and The Copper River Valley 



PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
November 28, 1995 

Mr. Bob Loeffler, Restoration Planner 
Alaska DEC/EVOS Restoration Office 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 j?Oft 

DearMr.Bob~ 

I wanted to thank you for supporting the SWMP project. This project won an award at the AML 
Conference last week. I do not believe that I have stated my appreciation for the effort both you 
individually have put in and the support of EVOS for this project. 

This project has gone a long ways toward getting the communities to work together. It is has given 
us a plan to reduce the pollution from the major communities around the Sound. I think it is also 
helping to heal the wounds of an event that happened about 5 years ago and has helped guide all 
the communities into an environmental awareness and an environmental state that would not be 
possible otherwise. I know that City of Valdez has improved our recycling practices, waste oil 
practices, and our landfill practices as a direct result of the SWMP. 

I encourage you to fund the SWAMP and to fund similar projects that can improve the success of 
this type of cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

CITY OF VALDEZ 

·~ 
Wi'fifam L. Wilcox 
Public Works Director 

cc: Molly McCammon, Executive Director - EVOS 
Paul Roetman, PWSEDC 
George Keeney, Cordova Public Works Director 
Chris Overbeck, Whittier Councilman 
Carol Wilson, Chenega Representative 
Gary Kompkoff, Tatitlek Representative 

P.O. BOX 307 • VALDEZ, ALASKA 99686 
TELEPHONE (907) 835-4313 • TELEX 25-381 • TELECOPIER (907) 835-2992 
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~NEWS-
U.S. nFPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFfiCE Or· TJ:iJ:; :;jJ:;CRETARY 

For ~elease: November 15, 1995 
Stephanie Hann~ (0) 202/20B-b416 
- (H) 703/751-~671 

SBC&EIA&Y BI~BIII. ALAS~ NATIVE CORPORITION SIGN AO&KYKFNT 
'1'0 PROTECT lii.AB. !!U>fON !WliTAI ON JI:OpiAJ: ISLAND 

Secretary of the Illlt!L·ior Brube Babbitt today announced the 
si!Jning of ;m agreement wi'th Mr. Frank l?agano, the President o! 
Koniag, Inc., an Alaska Native corporation, to protect nearly 
60,000 acrel! of prime fish <~ud wildlife habit:at tor bear, salmon, 
h;. ld eag-lee and· other species on Kodiak II! land in peL·pecuicy. 

"This agreement will proLti!ct important: fish and wildlife 
habitat and increase opportunities for hunting, fish.i.ng and other 
outdoor accivities in the KO~iak National Wildlife ~efugc,• 
Secretary Babbitt !!aid. "This <Lgreement marks another =jor step 
forwar.d to pr.eserve the salmon resources found on the I"land and 
to ·help promote the restoration of i.mportant .fish and wildlife 
populations, ·following the Exxon Valdez oil spill of 198q." 

Mr. Frank Pagano, President of Koniag, Inc., signed on 
behalf of the board of directOL"" and shareholders at· Koniag, 
Inr.., one of thirteen Alaska Native regional corporations, which 
weL·e esca.blishea under the Alaska Native Claimg Settlement Act. 

i'l<?cr.etary Babbit:t, Assistant Secretary George T. Frd.!nyLon, 
Jr. and Mollie Beattie, Director of the u.s_ Fish and Wildlife 
Service, represented the Department at today•s announcement 
r.P.rt;>rnony. 

Together, the agreements pL·otect nearly 60, 000 acres of 
1 And in perpetuity and an additionill .qO ,·ooo acree under a slx
yti!ctL· conservation easement tor a t.ot.al cost of $28.5 million,. to 
be paid from Exxon-valdez oil splll set:clemenc funds. 

Thti! agreement will help imp.j.emeri.t: t.he Final ~e .. toration Plan 
of November 199-4, which is designed co !.elp qui de ertorts to 
restore natural resources injured by the 1989 EXxon Valdez oil 
spill in P.dll<.:t! William sound and the. nort:hRrn Gulf of Alaska. 
The agreement: complement:s agreements reached with t:wo ocher 
Alaskan Native corrorations signed earlier this yc~r. Together, 
the t:hree agreemenLs would protecc approximately 210,000 acres 
w~thin the refuge boundary, 
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The Exxon Valdez Oi 1 ~pill Trust:ec Council, consisting of 
three f"'d"'ral and three st:at:.e .representatives, administers the 
SOIOO milliou civil settlement reached in 1991 wit:h the Exxon 
Corporation. The -1989 Exxon Valdez oil spill in·ju.t:ed populations 
of .sea birds, salmon and marine mammals. The agreement announced 
today is desi~ned to protect important habitat for Rpecies 
injured by spill, includincr pink Ralmon, sockeye salmon, pacific 
herring, balrl '"iigles. river m;tet·, sea otters, marbled rnurrelets, 
harlequin dut:k~, pigeon guillernota and harbor sealR. 

The agrP.ernents are the resulL of a etrong pa.rtnership1, 
involving th<:O Interior Department:, State of Alaska iind the· 
corporate leadership of Koniag, Inc. 

The GL>!t·eernent:s also complement the State of Alaska's recent 
acquisition of land" on Afognak Island. which is uo.cth of .Kod;i.ak 
Island in the Kodiak archipelago, and within the boundary of 
Kachemak Bay State Park on t.he Kenai Peninsula, near t.he town at 
Horner. 

Upua flnal cloeing of the sale", the laridR, which are within 
the boundaries of Kodiak National Wildli!e Refuge, will be added 
to,that 't"efnge, as part: of the National Wildlife Refu9'e Sy&Jtem. 
National Wlldlife Refuges are mana9'ed by the u.s. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, an agency of the u.s. Departmen~ of the 
Interior. ' 

-DOI-
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Fact; Sheet 
XODIAK NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE 

In 191~, President Franklin D. Roosevelt established 
r.hP. Kodiak Nacional Wildlife Re!uge J:iy execucive order. 
[allowing the rec:;omm•mdation of Secretary of the 
Intarior Harold Ickes. President Roosevelt e~tablished 
r.hP. retuge "tor the purpose of protecting the natural 
.Ct:t:dlng and breeding range of the brown bears and other 
wildlife on Uganik and Kodiak Islands, Alaska." 

Sport hun tiny y.r:uups, lead by the Boone and Crockett 
Club, lobbied to establish the refuge in order to 
protect. t.hi:! lo~ll.l population at brown bear. The !leone 
a.nd c~·ucl<.t:L.I:. Club was created by Theodore Roosevelt. 

In 195B, the Eisenhower admini~tration expanded the 
L"t:.Cuge boundary to further protect the fish and 
wildlife habitat on the island. 

In 1971, Congress pai!JI!Jed the Alaekan Native Claims 
Settlement Act (ANCSA) which created Native Alaskan 
_village corporations. ANCSA also authorized village 
corporations to select nearby lands to'extinguieh 
aboriginal land claims. On "Kodiak, Native corporationg 
were entitled to select 3lO,OUO.acres wiihin ~he 
boundary of the refuge. · 

In 1980 the Alaska National lnterest Lan~ conservation 
Ace (ANILCA) added additional lands to the refuge and 
further expanded on the mission of the refuge to: 

Conserve fish and wildlife populations and 
habitats in their natural diversity 
lrlCludlng, but not limited to, Kodiak brown 
bears, salmonida, sea otters, sea lions and 
other marine mammals and migratory birds 

Fulfill international treaty obligations of 
the United States with respect to !ish ana 
wlldlHe 

Provide the opportunity tor continueo 
subsistence uses by local residents 
consistent with the primary purpo~es o·f th,. 
refuge 

Ensure t.he maintenance of water lJUil11 r.y and 
necessary wat.er quant.icy within th" rt:fuge L.o 
conserve populations und hubitats in their 
natural diversity. 

(more) 



.• c --· -·- ···~·- ~· ~ 

·2· 
In addition to the protection of habit;o.t for the 
species injured by the 1989 oi.l -l'lpi Ll, ~.he wi 1 nl i.fP,. 
resources on r:lle refuge include: · 

Brown Bear · Suh!=!pP.r.ieR llrR""' ;:ll"r.rn,.· midd<?ndorffi 
found only on Kodlall. a~·chlj:Jelctqu. Kodiak Island 
population, es.timatGd at 2, 500 to 3, 000 ani!nals, 
includes some of thP. higheF;t known densities of 
brown bear ln Llle wu~·ld . 

:!almon • All tive Par.Hi.r. Rnlmon, inChlding_ 
king (chinook) , red (sockeye) , j:jluk (humpback) , 
chum(dog) and silver(coho) are important sportfish 
species. Up to 70t at salmon taken commerr.ially 
in the Kodiak area come from refuge-based ~tuck8. 

~ald ~aqle · More than 400 nesting pairR. 

Marine Mammals - gray, sei, fin, minke, ·and 
hllll1Pback whales, harbor seal, Steller's sea lion, 
sea otter, killer whale, Dall and ha,rbo~· poz:poise. 

Seabj rds and waterfowl - L!i mill ion seabirds in 
over 140 colonles and 150,000 ducks·& geese 
overwinter on Kodiak bays, inlets and shores. 

Nat lye Y,.,ncJ Mamwl s (6 · Bpec:ies) - brown bear, 
short-tailed weasel, river otter, tundra vole, 
little brown bat, red fnr. 

Introduced Land Marnmala - include_Sitka black 
tailed aeer (1920's), beaver, mcmntai.n goat, 
snowshoe hare, Roosevel~ elk (Afo'=fnak Island) • 

All Hjrds - Over 225 sighted speciP.!'! (including 
seabirds and waterfowl). 

Other Sporttj sh - -Arctir. chn.r, Dolly Varden, 
rainbow trout. and sLeelhead. The Ayakulik River 
is one of the state's top king salmon, silver 
salmon and steelhead sport.fiahing rivers. 

·DOI· 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: 

FROM: 

Public Advisory Group 

Bob Loeffler 
Director of Planning 

SUBJECT: Public Comments on the FY 96 Work Plan 

DATE: November 30, 1995 

l-;' .-'~' ! 

Before the August Trustee Council meeting, we distributed public comments received on the Draft 
FY 96 Work Plan. Since that time we have received five additional letters on FY 96 Projects. 
They are attached. 

Author 
Chenega Bay IRA Council 
Tatitlek Village IRA Council 
Kodiak Island Borough 
Cook Inlet Seiners Association 

Subject 
Support for 96256, Columbia and Solf Lake 
Support for 96256, Columbia and Solf Lake 
Support for 96212, Subsistence Shellfish 
Support for 96139A2, Port Dick Spawning Channel, which 

was approved in August. 

Copies of the public comment distributed in August will be available at the P AG meeting. 



CH£N£GA BAY IRA COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 8079 Chenega Boy. Alosko 99 57 4-8079 Phone (907) 573-5132 Fox (907) 573-5120 

September 6, 1995 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trus(ee Cotinbil 
645 G Street · 
Anchorage, Alaska 9950 l 

Dear Sirs: 

The Chenega Bay 
Sockeye Salmon Std!;kill~ 
if successful this eftbri-.wc 
our local sut>sisteij:;e flshl 

We would ap)Jr~iClal:e 
an 
the oil spill. 

cc: file 

.. ;. ·:-:-:""'· -:~.;-

8llt&6lii'atlbri· of Columbia and Solf 
'W;orkolan. We believe that 
9\C''Y~:,,salm,on available to 

Iec:c·w:ll give us more of 
,., •.• h,,, . .,. decline since 
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TATITLEK VILLAGE -H-> EV Res1:ora1:1on 

-TATITLEK VILLAGE IR?, COUNCIL 

September 1, 1995 

PO. Box 171 
Tatitlek, AK 99677 

Ph. (907) 325--2311 
FAX (907) 325--2298 

· 'Ms.. Molly McCammon, &.xutive Director 
. EVOS TruStee Council 
645 G Street . 
Anchorage, AK. 99501 

RE: Colombia Lake Sockeye -Salmon Stocking Project No. 96256 

Dear Ms. McCammon, 

Tbis lea:er is to voice the strong support of the residents of the Native Village ofT atitlek for 
the Colombia Lake Sockeye Salmon Stocking Project. Presently, local subsistence harvests 
of sockeye salmon are limited to a <'ery smaiJ·rerum at Long Bay, which is near Colombia 
Lake. The Colombia Lake Sockeye Salmon Project would not only substantially enhance 
the opportunities for better subsistence harvests, bm would also increase the commercial 
and sports fishing opportunities in the area that is becoming increasingly popular to both 
groups. 

ThanK you for the opporrunity to comment on this proposal, we urge th.: T rustec Council to 
fund the project as it will provide benefits to all user groups in Prince William Sound for 
years to come. 

Please do not hesitate to call if we can provide any input rF.l~r"tl to the project. 

President 
Coti.ncil 

li!J 001 



Kodiak Island Borough 

Via Fax 276-7178 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

RE: PSP Research Proposal 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

710 MILL BAY ROAD 

KODIAK, ALASKA 99615-6398 

September 4, 1995 

The purpose of this letter is to inform you of the Kodiak Island Borough's wholehearted 
support for the PSP research proposal submitted to the EVOS Trustee Council by the 
Kodiak Tribal Council and the Fishery Industrial Technology Center. Shellfish are a very 
important subsistence resource in the Kodiak region. However, due to recent 
contamination by PSP, intertidal shellfish are no longer safe for subsistence users to 
consume. The proposed research project will provide an opportunity for subsistence users 
to again harvest intertidal shellfish with safety. 

We believe that the project is consistent with the policies of the Exxon Valdez Restoration 
Plan and we urge the Trustee Council to fund the project. The Kodiak Island Borough has 
already transferred $2500.00 for equipment purchases, for a pilot project that 
complements the research project proposed in the referenced application. The research 
project will have significant benefits for subsistence users in not only the Kodiak 
Archipelago, but in the entire spill impacted region and beyond. If the Kodiak Island 
Borough can be of assistance in securing funding for this project, please call me at 486-
9360. 

Sincerely, 

Linda L. Freed, Director 
Community Development Department 

c. c. Jerome Selby, Borough Mayor 
Dr. Brian Himmelbloom, FITC 



Cool' Inlet Seiners 
Association 

P.O. Box 4317 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

235-2656 
----. 

Nick Dudiak & 
Mark Dickson 
ADFG 

L -.- ~.::.;:. j ; : 

3298 Douglas Street 
Homer, Alaska 99603 

Dear Mr. Dudiak and Mr. Dickson: 
- ._-.;-__ 

As you hl<"; B;Wi:\!:e, CJSA ei1tl:W.siasticaHy S'.'<)Jports the Port Dick Creek Spawning 
Channel Pmjer;t l.\l"ot only is this a V1J.uable and worthwhile project, it makes 
good businesi; s;::nse to finish what has been started so that funds already expended 
will no be wasted. 

CISA firmly believes much needs to be done in LCI to restore our salmon runs to 
pre-spill health. In the past, LCI supported healthy salmon fisheries that 
economically benefitted the entire regi_on as well as the state. Since the 
calamitous impact of the spill in 1989, LCI has suffered run failures across 
almost all species of salmon and throughout most of the geographic area which 
resulted in across the board economic concerns. The Port Dick Creek Spawning 
Channel Project will be an initial yet significant step in restoring some of the lost 
economic viability to LCI commercial seine fleet, Homer and the surrounding 
region as well as the state. 

CISA is extremely pleased with this project. Its focus on restoration of wild 
salmon stock is most appropriate based on Trustee criteria. The project should 
have long term benefits and be a model for other areas to use in restoring 

.... "' _1 • ~ • • . 

Wllu si.-xK:> m i.ne1r regiOns. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your support over the years. 

~:t:~~t(/~£y( b&ff-_ 
thti~k Walken, sr.-Presiaetit 
Cook Inlet Seiners Association 

cc: --Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
Dr. Joe Sullivan 

/ 
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TO: Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees 
f)FD ;' 
.. -...!,; : 

FROM: Thea Thomas c.:':"·[,~, 

Public Advisory Group representing Commercial Fishing ~~,i~~~;,;~g 'j~';,·~~1;:~~~'~ 
December 8, 1995 -DATE: 

RE: 1996 W ark Plan 

I am writing to voice my concerns for projects in the 1996 Work Plan with fundlng to be decided 
during your upcoming meeting. · 

The 1995 fishing season in Prince William Sound once again saw a disastrous return of Pink 
Salmon to the western region. Wild stock and hatchery stock actual returns fell extremely short of 
anticipated returns. In addition the initial results of the fall Pacific Herring survey show ·that the 
drastic decline of the stock may have slowed, but the stock biomass is still preci~itously low and 
most likely no fishery will occur again in 1996. The environmental and economiq effects of these 
shortfalls are being felt throughout the region. In PWS, pink salmon and herring ps injured species 
and commercial fishing as an injured service can hardly be said to be recovering.! I applaud the 
Trustee Council for the pink salmon and herring projects such as Otolith Mass 1Jarking and the 
Sound Ecosystem Assessment Plan that have been funded. But I believe more wprk still needs to 
be done, we are at the heart of the oil spill impacted area and we are still suffering. 

Recently I attended the Pink Salmon/Genetics review for past and proposed projects. I was truly 
disturbed at what I see happening. The genetic research going on is very esoteric and being 

I 

concentrated in the hands of a few. The molecular genetics work on mitochondrlial DNA, 
I 

searching for oil damaged loci and the genetic mapping (96191, 96190 and 961~6) may be 
scientifically great work, but these studies appear to be research for research's s.ik:e with little 
practical application to restoration of EVOS injured resources. I am also very concerned that if 

I 

and when pink salmon genes are successfully mapped, the state geneticists will Udopt this 
combination as standard and attempt to preserve it, in spite of clear evidence thak management 
and harvest strategies have already altered the genetic makeup of salmon. 

I heard several researchers say they realize that this research has little applicatioh to restoration 
but that it will leave a "legacy" of knowledge. Believe me, this sort of "empire b~ilding" does not 
sit well with the public. With the construction of the Seward Sealife Center, it a~ pears that these 
genetics programs are being funded in order to justify the infrastructure. I belie1 that projects 
such as 96093B at least propose to look at actual gene flow in Prince William Srund, have more 
relevance to restoration of species injured in PWS. This work should be advoca~ and funded. 

; 

As a final comment I realize that there have been problems with project 96093Q but the intent is 
very good. The diversion of harvest effort of pink salmon away from western PWS may be one of 
the best means of restoring injured wild stocks in that area. I would ask the Tru~tee Council to be 
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proactive and request proposals in the 1997 Invitation to Bid package for projecjts to remote 
release hatchery stocks out of western PWS. The Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation 
has worked with the Regional Planning Team and has come up with acceptable ~mote release 
sites. This type of project is necessary and should be encouraged. I also urge th~ Trustee Council 
to encourage herring restoration projects similar to the one that ADFG and the I!.:odiak Area 
Native Association proposed in 1992. i 

~you ~0\1 time and effort, I 

Thea Thomas 

.. 
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PHONE COMMENT LOG 

Name Affiliation Phone Address 

Add to mailing list? Yes __ No X Newsletters only __ Technical Docs+ __ 

Date of call: ........!/.~:;L:::;'-/-'-8""/t'-C..Ll~57-___ Comment taker: !();;"! ,l[};_c2l.na /Y'-<iV\./ 

Subject of comments: ----"".J27:n~'._,_· ~,~(..r;../_,d:i_..:;.W"""'-!V-=.=~z...'!d..ao.:!_..J"--------------

Comments: 



Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund • 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that loggingnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use . 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the · 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 

Forest Forever/Eyak Rail!forest Preservation Fund 

, Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancientrainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create atlwee-yearmoratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details-~ the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizeiJ, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 

fo &gxll01 



Score a big one for the Boone and 
Crockert Club's conservation agenda! 
Last May, Interior Secretary, Bruce Bab
bitt, signed ag reement \rith the 
presidents of two Alaska Nati\·e corpo
rations ro protect more than 150,000 
acres of prime habitat for brown bear, 
salmon, bald eagle and other species on 
Kodiak Island. The hisroric land trans
actions were a combination of fee 
acquisitions and conserva tion ease
ments protecting habitat important to 
fish and wildlife species injured by the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill. 

The $60.5 million package used 
funds from the $1 billion 1991 settle
ment between the federal government, 
State of Alaska and the Exxon Corpo
ration. Lands acquired from Akhiok 
Kaguyak, Inc. and Old Harbor Native 
Corporation were deeded to them by the 
Alaska l'l!ative Claims Settlement Act 
and now are returned to the Kodiak 

' National Wildlife Refuge. 
"These agreements will preserve 

important habitat, provide additional 
opportunities for hunting, subsistence, 
commercial and sport fishing, and other 
outdoor activities, and strengthen the 

FAIR CHASE .A. SUMMER '95 

local economy on Kodiak Island," Sec
retary Babbitt told an audience of 
Native Alaskans, sportsmen's and envi
ronmental groups present at the 
ceremony in his office. "President 
Franklin Roosevelt established Kodiak 
National Refuge a half-century ago at 
the urging of hunters and con ervation
ists, the Eisenhower Administration 
enlarged it in the 1950's, and now, in 
keeping with President Clinton's com
mitment to protect the environment 
and provide economic opportunities for 
Native peoples, we are taking another 
step in preserving this natural treasure." 

The two Native Alaskan village 
corporations retain some land around 
their village to allow for subsistence 
hunting and fishing, to preserve tradi
tions, and for economic development. 
A third Kodiak agreement with Koniag, 
Inc. is being finalized at press time and 
will protect an additional 58,000 acres. 

The agreements help implement 
the Exxon Valdez Final Restoration Plan 
designed to restore the environment in 
the l ,500 mile oil spill region from 
Prince Wi lliam Sound and Kenai Pen
insula in the north to Kodiak and the 

Alaska Peninsula to the southwest. (Fair 
Chase, Spring 1994) 

Sponsmen's organizations, in
cluding the Boone and Crockett Club, 
lined up impressive national support for 
Kodiak, and native lands in the Kodiak 
bear refuge contained nearly half of the 
best fish and wildlife habitat in the en
tire oil spi ll region according to 
b1ologists and marine scientists hired by 
the oil spill trustees. 

In July, I 993, Boone and Crock
ett President, Stephen S. Adams, put 
the Club on record in a letter to the six 
member Exxon Valdez Trustee Council, 
stating "The Department of Interior has 
long sought ro re-acquire Kodiak Native 
corporation inholdings along the salt 
water edge and the salmon rivers within 
the bear refuge. These are some of the 
most biologically productive habitats 
within the oi l spill zone, and they are 
under imminent threat of commercial 
development even though their high
est and best use is clearly intrinsic 
wilderness." 

Kodiak is legendary among hunt
ers because the storm tossed archipelago 
in the Gulf of Alaska is home to the larg-



est brown bears in the world. The top 
three brown bears and seven of the top 
ten, and 33 of the top 50 on the Boone 
and Crockett list are Kodiaks. 

"This agreement culminates more 
than a decade of hard work and hope of 
our people to find a win-win solution of 
our refuge inholdings," say Akhiok 
Kaguyak; Inc. president Ralph Eluska. 
"We had to either develop our land as
sets in ways that would harm the bears' 
habitat or continue locked in poverty. 
It took support from people literally 
across the nation to make this deal a re
ality. We owe Secretary Babbitt, the 
Boone and Crockett Club, and all of our 
allies an enormous thank you. We are 
also confident the lands the public 
gained are some of the finest fish and 
wildlife areas in North America." 

Former U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service Director John Turner, now with 
the Conservation Fund, agrees with 
Eluska on the importance of Kodiak. 
Turner made Kotliak Native inholdings 
the number one land acquisition prior
ity of the Department of Interior during 
his tenure under George Bush and Bill 
Clinton, and got the ball rolling on 
Kodiak in 1992 with a Land & Water 
Conservation Fund budget request that 
passed Congress with the support of 
Alaska Senator Ted Stevens, Congress
man Don Young and the Congressional 
Sportsman's Caucus. 

"We were able to create ninety
two units of the National Wildlife 
Refu ge System, more than Teddy 
Roosevelt, and it was an exciting four 
years," reflects Turner, "so I see Kodiak 
as a culmination of a very dynamic pe
riod. Of course when you look at the 
richness of Kodiak's biotic resources the 
agreements are a great use of the Exxon 
settlement, not only for the finest popu
lation of great bears, but also some of 
the most productive wild sal monic fish
eries on the globe." 

"! really salute the Native.c9rpO
rations in waiting for a fair settlement 
from the United States, and their stew
ardship of the land and using it for 
subsistence was a key element," Turner 
adds. "When I met with them as Direc
tor of the Fish and Wildl ife Service, they 
sensed we wanted to deal in good faith. 
We appreciated where they were com
ing from with the economic needs of the 
villagers, the aspirations of their people, 
and they were obviously rtt a crossroads." 

Also with the Con ·cn·ation Fund, 
Dr. Bob Putz, former regional director of 
the Fish and Wildlife Service in Alaska 

became chief negotiator for the Exxon 
Valdez Trustee Council during the often 
difficult Kodiak agreements. 

Emil Christiansen, president of 
Old Harbor Native Corporation, echoes 
both the predicament the Native corpo
rations faced and the satisfaction in the 
win-win result. 

"Personally, I didn't know if the 
effort would pay off, but I would go to 
almost any lengths to preserve this land 
for fu ture generations," Christiansen 
says. "Fish and wildlife habitat that is not 
protected will be destroyed by man, just 
look at the rest of the Washington and 
Oregon salmon systems, and even some 
major systems in Alaska. We were de
termined not to let Kodiak start on the 
downward spiral of habitat degradation, 
because we make our livelihood from the 
quality of the resources just like the bears 
do. We also love it just the way it is." 

ANAL PUSH TO PROTECT 
KARLUK & STURGEON RIVERS 

The land agreements already 
signed protect 80% of the targeted Na
tive corporation inholdings in the 
Kodiak bear refuge. The Department of 
Interior and the Exxon Valdez Trustee 
Council want to finish the job of mak
ing Kodiak refuge whole by acquiring the 
Karluk and Sturgeon Rivers. 

The Karluk is one of the most 
storied rivers in all of Alaska. The high
est known brown bear densiti es in the 

world occur in the Karluk drainage in
cluding Karluk Lake (Troyer and 
Hensel, 1964; Cowan, 1972). The river 
typically produces one third of the com
mercial harvest of salmon from the 
Kodiak refuge. The mainstem Karluk 
River is 21 miles long and drains an area 
of 236 square miles. It provides spawn
ing or rearing habitat for all five species 
of Pacific salmon, rainbow/steelhead 
trout, and Dolly Varden/ Arctic char. 

The Karluk River is one of two 
drainage systems in the refuge (and one 
of the few such drainages witi}in the 
boundaries of an Alaskan nati.onal wild
life refuge) where both steelhead and 
chinook salmon populations occur in 
abundance. Average annual escapement 
of all five species of Pacific salmon com
bined have reached or exceeded 2.5 
million fish during the even years and 
nearly a half million in odd year returns. 

Kodiak refuge manager, Jay 
Bellinger is elated with the accomplish
ments of the Exxon Valdez acquisitions 
so far, but feels the clock is running on 
protecting the Karluk and the neigh
boring Sturgeon River. "The number 
one priority for me is to see the refuge 
whole, with all the large Native corpo
ration blocks protected," says Bellinger. 
"And that means finishing the job on 
the Karluk and Sturgeon Rivers. With 
the mounting pressures for human de
velopment and for subdividing these 
land blocks for private cabins and 

THE ExxoN VALDEZ OIL SPILL 

A GREEMENT IS REACHED. fROM 

THE LEFT: RALPH ELUSKA, PRESI

DENT OF AKHIOK K ABUYAK, 

INC., SECRETARY OF THE INTE

RIOR, BRUCE BABBITT WEARING 

ALUTllQ NATIVE HEADGEAR, 

AND EMIL CHRISTIANSEN, 

PRESIDENT OF OLD H ARBOR 

NATIVE CoRPORATION. 
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U. S. FISH AND W ILDLIFE 

SERVICE D IRECTOR, M OLLIE 

BEATTIE, ON LOCATION AT THE 

KARLUK RIVER IN THE KODIAK 

BEAR REFUGE. BEATTIE HAS 

PUT THE SERVICE INTO OVER· 

DRIVE TO SAVE PRIME BROWN 

BEAR HABITAT. 

lodges, it is a now or never proposition 
before the Exxon Valdez Trustee Coun
cil on these two rivers. 

As for Secretary Babbitt and the 
Trustee Council, there is no disagree
ment on the ecological importance of 
the Karl uk or Sturgeon. ln fact, both 
parcels scored off the charts on both 
"link to inj ury" and "degree benefi t" 
to fish and wildl ife species injured by 
the oil spill. These two factors are 
what drive the prioritization process 
in the oil spill reswration plan. The 
Native corpora tion which owns them, 
Koniag, Inc., is a willing seller. 
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The hang up so far is price. An 
appraisal done for the Trustee Coun
cil came up with an offer of $12 7 per 
acre, a price so low in the eyes of the 
Native corporation, that negotiations 
have virtually ceased according to 
Uwe Gross, chief executive office for 
Koniag, Inc. 

"By way of background, there 
was a U.S. House acquisition bill that 
passed in early 1980's where a price 
of $600 per acre was agreed to, sub
jeer to confirmation on appraisal, for 
all the Native inholdings, which then 
totaled more than 300,000 acres," say 

Gross. "Subsequently, as a part of the 
negotiations with the Department of 
Interior during the Reagan Adminis
tration on land exchanges for the 
Arctic National Wild life Refuge 
coastal plain, Koniag agreed to a 
value of approximately $650 per acre 
for 11 5,000 acres, which included the 
Karluk and Sturgeon." 

Asked if there is a way to reach 
an agreement, Gross co nt in ued, 
"Subject ro successful completion of 
the phase one negotiations (58,000 
acres referenced above}, Koniag is 
willing to begin negotiations on the 
Karluk and Sturgeon ri vers, the 
crown jewels of our refuge inholdings. 
But the belief that we'd let them go 
for $650 an acre, or less, is a non
starter from our point of view." 

Both sides of the table know 
that the stakes are high and that in 
an era of dwindling government lar
gesse, the Exxon Valdez Restoration 
Fund is probably the buyer of last re
sort. The current make up of the 
Trustee Council is favorable ro land 
acquisition, and Pres ident Clinton is 
favorable ro land acquisition, bur if 
Pres ident Clinron is not reelected in 
1996, rhe opportu nity to save the 
mo t famous bear hab itat in North 
America could be lost. 

Dave Cline, rhe Alaska VP for 
the Audubon Society and chairman 
of the Kodiak Brown Bear Trust be
lieves intensified efforts are needed 
by all of Kodiak's supporters. "You 
have ro be an optimist to be in this 
battle," say Cline, "but we've come 
more than three-quarters of the way 
to making the refuge whole and pro
tecting some of the finest hunt ing 
lands in the world. Given the threats 
that bears face all over the world, 
Kodiak should go down in history as 
one of the greatest conservation suc
cesses ever." 

Cline, like John Turner, be
lieves the Kodiak acquisitions present 
the most long lasting and meaning
ful expenditures to date of the monies 
from th e Exxon Va lde z tragedy. 
"There are a lot of thank yous to pass 
around for Kodiak so far," says 
Cline, "and the Boone and Crockett 
Club stands in the first rank. Kodiak 
and the habitat acqui sition on 
Afognak Island and the res t of the 
spill region is unique in that there are 
funds available. "Completing the job 
is reall y a matte r of conservation 
leadership." 



_·IN IEHVItW WITH A KUDIAK BEAR HIULUGIST 
VIC BARNf~, NATIONAl BIOlOGICAl ~fRVI~f 
0. How many brown bears do you have 
on Kodiak? 
A. There are approximately 3,000 Kodiak bears 
in the entire Kodiak archipelago. The highest den
sities are located on Kodiak Island, the largest 
island in the group. Two-thirds of Kodiak Island, 
almost two mill ion acres. has been a federally 
protected bear refuge since 1941. The highest 
den sity population of brown bears in the refuge 
is the Karluk lake drainage where there is an 
area of 100 sQuare miles with over one bear per 
sQuare mile. 

O.ls Kodiak Island still producing huge bears? 
A . Yes. fach year there's eight to ten world 
class bears taken in the harvest which means 
they meet minimum requirements lor listing in 
the Boone and ~rocket! ~lub, which is the 28 
inch skull or larger. In the last lour years there 
have been two animals ranking in the top ten 
or lilteen in the all time list. 

0. How many Kodiak's are taken per year? 
A . The sport harvest averages about 155 per 
year throughout the archipelago. Approximately 
70-75% ol sport harvest occurs with in the ref
uge. We keep an eve on increased development 
ol recreational buildings because defense of 
lile and property kills rise with increased hu
man development in bear habitat.* (See fditor's 
Note) Our studies take into account all mortal
ity, both sport and non-sport kills, so there's 
an increasing competition lor a limited num
ber ol animals. 

0. Why do Native inholdings on the 
Karluk and Sturgeon Rivers pose prob
lems? 
A . The Sturgeon River is an area where criti
cal feeding sites occur both on Native land and 
adjacent public land. where bears will be el
lected if there is a substantial use ol private 
lands. This wou ld degrade the habitat ol the area 
we have identified as criticalleeding area lor 
brown bears. And we are definitely seeing pres
sure on Karluk lands because ol ecotourism. as 
well as. all the !light-seeing trips where the 
planes are circ ling and watching bears. This. 
combined with the dramatic increase in sport 
fishing pressure on the Karluk River. is having 
an allect on bears. II recreational use increases 
on the portion ol the Karluk that is private. it will 
pressure the refuge to restrict use on the area ol 
public lands on Karluk lake to compensate. to 
give the bears some relief. 

0. How does Kodiak differ from other 
bear-viewing tourist areas in Alaska? 
A. The main dillerence is that human activity 
at McNeil River and Brooks River is tightly con· 
trolled. People move in controlled groups along 
the same trails everyday, all season. Bears know 
and accept this behavior. By contrast. Kodiak has 
a lew closed areas to humans lor limited time 
frames. but beyond that people have lree run ol 
the refuge within the normal access and camp
ing permit rules. 

At Katmai National Park there is concern that 
ecotourism is growing beyond the extent that it im
pacts bears. Hunting is another big diflerence in 
that McNeil and Katmai are parks where no hunt
ing is allowed. Here on Kodiak we want a diverse 
management style lor consumptive and non-con
sumptive users. 
Kodiak is unique in that bear hunting was an 
original purpose ol the refuge in President 
hanklin 0. Roosevelt's executive order and hunt
ers led the eflort to conserve bears. The only 
other comparable prime bear area is Admiralty 
Island. but even there. a no-hunting sanctuary 
was created around the bear-viewing area. Ko
diak is unique amongst high density brown bear 
areas in that we don't have any sanctuaries 
within the refuge closed to hunting, and our ob
jective is to maintain that in the future to 
accommodate all the uses. 

NATI VE LANDS CONTAINING OLD 

GROWTH Si TKA SPRUCE FORESTS ON 

AFOGNAK ISLAND ARE HOME TO 

K oDIAK BEARS, RooSEVELT's ELK 

AND SITKA BLACKTAIL DEER. 

ACCESS FOR HUNTERS AND 

HABITAT CONSERVATION ARE 

PRIORITJES OF THE EXXON 

VALDEZ RESTOR· ) 

ATION PLAN./~ 

*AlASKA lAW PROVIDES FOR !flOIVIOU
ALS TO KILL BEARS IN OEFHISE OF THEIR 
LIFE OR PROPERTY- A PERSON WHO IS 
• ATTACKED" BY OR WHO BELIEVES THEY ARE 
ABOUT TO BE AnACKED BY A BEAR MAY 
LEGALLY KILL TilE BEAR. As MORE AriD MORE 
HUMAtl-BEAR INTEHACT!Ofl TAKES PLACE 
MORE BEARS ARE KILLED If! DEFH!SE Of LIFE 
AtiD PROPERTY .IN MANY lf!STAI!CES BEARS 
HAVE BEEII KILLED UI!OER THE D LP 
STATUTE BY INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE INEX
PERIE!ICED Ill OEAUNG WITH BEARS Ill THE 
WILD AIID WHO SIMPLY SHOT BEARS THAT 
WERE llOT A SIGNIFlCAIH THREAT. As HU
MAtl DEVELOPMENT IN BEAR HABITAT Ill
CREASES MORE AND MORE BEAR WILL BE If! 
JEOPARDY UIIDER TilE DLP RULE. PERSONS 
WHO KILL A BEAR UNDER THIS RULE ARE 
REQUIRED TO REPORT THE KILL TO THE 
AlASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AriD GAME 
AUTHORITIES AtiD TURN THE HIDES AllO SKULL 
OVER TO SUCH AUTHORITIES. 

{

ALL OF SHUYAK ISLAND, 

K ODIAK 'S HARDEST HIT 

ISLAND 1\ THE OIL SPILL, 

COULD BECOME A STATE 

PARK 1\"ITH THE ACQUJSI · 

TION OF 25,665 ACRES. 

0. How important were the recent land 
agreements with Kodiak Native Corporations 
to both Kodiak bear quality and quantity? 
A. The land deals were exceptionally impor· 
tant because they allow for a uniform. consistent 
management strategy on almost the entire ref
uge now. We know bears don't honor ownership 
boundaries. so if some critical habitat compo
nents for populations are on private lands. while 
other components are on publ ic lands. it is difli
cult to manage. Deve lopment on private lands 
eflects the population density and composition 
on the publ ic lands. With the fxxon Valdez agree
ments made with Native corporations, 80% ol the 
targeted private inholdings within the refuge are 
now protected. We still need to get the Karluk 
and Sturgeon River drainages and this would 
make the Kodiak refuge whole. 

THE K ARLUK AND STURGEON RIVERS HAVE 57,000 
ACRES OF NATIVE INHOLDINGS THAT CONTAIN SOME 

SEAL BAY AND TONK! CAPE 

COMPRISE 41 ,550 ACRES 

AND WERE PURCHASED Ito-: 

1993 TO CREATE AFOGNAK 

ISLAND STATE PARK. 
OF THE FINEST BROWN BEAR HABITAT IN 

THE WORLD. NEGOTIATIONS FOR THESE 

PARCELS ARE UNDERWAY. 
I 

LAND STATUS ON KODIAK 
--U.S. fiSH & WllOliH SfRVICf lANO 

~ NATIVE lANO mECTEO 

""'=-~IllATIVE lANO CONVEYED 

N EARLY ALL THE NATIVE CORPORATIO:\ INHOLDINGS ON 

THE SOUTH AND SOUTHEAST AREAS OF KODIAK ISLAND HAVE 

BEEN ADDED TO THE KODIAK BEAR REFUGE OR PROTECTED BY CONSERVATION 

~ EASEMENTS. M ORE THAN 150,000 ACRES OF OUTSTANDll\G BEAR HABITAT 

WILL CONTINUE TO PROVIDE WORLD CLASS HUNTING FOR K ODIAK BEARS, MOUN· 

TAIN GOATS, AND SITKA BLACKTAIL DEER. 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 

. the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. • 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, Cjv.Ji g. /Vt ~ 
q(-)0 ~pe~ s.f- -1:1=- ~ 
ffnr-Jr~R , fit 1 7S0) - 1&C/o 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK, 99501-3451 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservat ion Fun d 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 

.iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land wou.ld be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, CJra-r-. :) . Ah-J,.,'~ 
?o . 2 /o (:J}'n.evci/-f-':jJ CA-

9/9 6¢ 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. J/ ~~ 

Respectfully, i.£1 PAl( w~ 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 7 0,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. · 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create aJhree-yearmoratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 

~"- tl.vitl l,..~ktc ~t (o-.do,.ra.'J 

"-""'~:.zi"j Fonst.s . 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund . 
Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 

I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 
by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that l"Ogbingnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create'"ffthree-yearmoratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and ptanaged. 

- Respectfully, 

I LfS~ V t I !tOt~$ r\- - d~ 
Co Sh-745? 
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Forest Forever/Eyak ~inforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed·NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One ofthis deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, lDld the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 

~~~~---L..;>i, 
~~~~~~~~56; 
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Fprest Forever/Eyak Raiii:tforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William £ound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that lcg;:')ngnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create s:three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citiz·~ns, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conserva !on easements} for how the land would be 
protecte.d and managed. · 

Respectfully, t C.H?<bl! Q £u,;>, G ur_~L 
XJ- 11/111€ ~t: 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I supporla timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One ofthis deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details.:of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. ~ ~ \ \ ~ ~ 6. t( ~ '0 

Respectfully, 
\ 

~&. .'h.(\0 

~<.XZ.Z3. 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights pt::rchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that loggir>gnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-us.:: 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron. out the legal terms (i.e. conservation eas ents) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

I e..t Respectfully, 

tfif ~6J((QL\ 02-
k-~ -{f C!{ 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainiorest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
• I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 
by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threa t of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 

· the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that loggingnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a thr~e-yearmoratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of .the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
Aunchorage,AUK,99501-3451 



Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 

·Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; aiiowirig the 

. federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land woul~ be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfuiiy, 
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK, 99501-3451 



Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Cqrp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by. 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak RainTorest Preservatiort Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, . 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

• by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 

. Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthe deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of-the Forest Forever plan ; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citiz.ens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchB'se timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest . 

. Phase Two of the deal would create a t hree-year moratorium on current lar;td-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned cit~n.s, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 

. iron out the legal tenns (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK, 99501-3451 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conserv iJ n eas ents) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent ~hreat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create athree-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details-.of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak ~ainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
cle~rcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would em~er the trustees council to pur-~hase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a:three-year moratorium on current Jand-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easement ) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. / 

Respectfully, fYil {_ 1 ~it' 
*" e. ~ 
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645 G St., Suite 401 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
right-s from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 

38/Q S. 7~ Sf, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. • 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince WilHam Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) fi>r how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak ~ainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citiztms, and the Eyak shareho ders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conse ation easerne ~ow t e land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, ~ 

~ 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of afldent rainforest in Prince William· Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I wanf this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights froni the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a:th.ree-yearrnoratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. · 

Respectfully, 1&fg~~~ 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 
' Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat 'of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules tp negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G St., Suite 401 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. . 
· Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that l9_ggingnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would createa.three-yearmoratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak ~ainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee& Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiate·d and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthe deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer detail~ the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. c~nservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak ~ainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. 

Phase One of this deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratQrium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected and managed. 

Respectfully, 



C) 

.... --·--..... 

l_J 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

October 2, 1995 

Ms. Linda Burlington and Mr. Eli Reinharz 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Office of General Council Natural Resources 
1315 East-West Highway 
SSMC #3, Room 15132 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Dear Ms. Burlington and Mr. Reinharz: 

The undersigned members of the Public Advisory Group for the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council 
have reviewed NOAA's natural resource damage assessment rule being proposed under the 1990 
Oil Pollution Act. While we have not reviewed the rule in great detail, we have identified what 
we perceive to be significant problems. 

The Public Advisory Group was established by the State of Alaska and the federal government in 
1991 following settlement of the governments' claims against Exxon Corporation following the 
1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Its mission is to advise the Trustees on the use of restoration funds 
and conduct of activities to restore the resources and services injured by the spill. 

The Public Advisory Group has been an active participant in the development of the Trustees' 
program to restore the resources and services injured by the 1989 oil spill. We have practical 
experience in reviewing restoration proposals and observing the problems and opportunities 
presented by an oil spill and the need for restoration. In our brief review, we have identified three 
major problems with the proposed rule. 

1. In most cases, a large spill will result in significant injuries that cannot be fully restored, and 
monetary compensation is appropriate. Restoration activities are likely to fully restore resources 
only when damage is confined to a localized animal population (e.g., a few bird nests) or a small 
physical setting (e.g., a few-acre wetland). For large spills, like that of the Exxon Valdez, the 
injuries may not be restorable except through time, and may not even be identifiable at the time 
of the spill. Requiring all damages to be estimated in terms of predicted, specific restoration costs 
will delay and limit the ability of the public to obtain compensation for the injuries. In these 
instances, monetary compensation remains an appropriate and acceptable alternative, but one that 
is largely disallowed by the proposed rule. Implementation of the rule would leave the public 
inadequately compensated for large oil spills . 

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 
United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 



2. The requirement for an agreed-upon, project-based restoration plan prior to compensation is 
unworkable. The rule assumes that the restoration effort can quickly be put together as a series 
of well-defined projects. In our experience, future years' restoration needs are dependent on 
previous years' results. Thus, requiring a detailed, project-based restoration plan to forecast all 
required restoration projects is not realistic. The 1996 restoration program for the Exxon Valdez 
spill has become a well-integrated program to aid the resources and services injured by the spill, 
but it could not have been constructed without the results of previous years' scientific 
investigations. 

3. The proposed rule should allow for the involvement of the responsible panies only at the 
discretion of tl]e trustees. The proposed regulations require the government trustees to invite the 
responsible party to join in the NRDA process. This participation should be at the sole discretion 
of the trustees. A responsible party and the trustees have two different groups of people to whom 
they are responsible. The responsible party is responsive to shareholders' investment, so it is in 
their interest to be conservative in their damage assessment and analysis, and narrow in the scope 
of investigation. A public trustee has a different responsibility, and therefore may take a different 
path, that is not necessarily in the best interest of the shareholders of the responsible party's 
company. 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. We appreciate your consideration of our review as 
you proceed towards a final decision. 

Sincerely, 

:) ~ ~ Ver~Corkle, Chairman 

,J 

Exxon Valdez Trustee Council Public Advisory Group 

on behalf of: 

Name 
Rupert Andrews 
Jim Diehl 
James King 
Nancy Lethcoe 
Brenda Schwantes 
Thea Thomas 
Martha Vlasoff . 
Pam Brodie 
Dave Cobb 
Chip Dennerlein 
Chris Beck 
Chuck Totemoff 

Principal Interest 
Sport Hunting & Fishing 
Recreation Users 
Public-at-Large 
Commercial Tourism 
Subsistence 
Commercial Fishing •· 
Public-at-Large 
Environmental 
Local Government 
Conservation 
Public-at-Large 
Native Landowners 



September 25, 1995 

ROPE ANDREWS 
9416 LONG RUN DRIVE 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 

HOME (907) 789~7422 
FAX (907) 789~1846 

Molly McCammon, Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 

Dear Molly: 

A few quick lines to comment on the recent field trip 
to Chenega and Prince William Sound beaches. Even though the 
unexpected weather kept us another day and didn't allow for 
a beach landing, from my perspective, the trip was a huge 
success. I have been on the EVOS-PAG for three years and 
with exceptions , never had the opportunity to really talk 
to my colleagues on the FAG or to agency personnel. I 
believe you will find that everyone on the field trip will 
agree on this. 

Someone on staff should be commended for arranging the 
return logistics given all the circumstances of weather in 
the southcentral area. All of the Juneau people caught the 
late flight Thursday evening out of Anchorage. All in all, I 
returned home feeling better informed and much more 
appreciative of agency restoration efforts. My thanks to you 
and the EVOS staff and especially to Cherrie Womac. 



. Ex).{on Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 G Street, Suite 401, Anchorage, AK 99501-3451 
Phone: {907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178 

Representative Con Bunde 
716 West 4th Avenue 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2133 

Dear Representative Bunde, 

September 18, 1995 

Thank you for your recent letter in regard to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill 
Trustee Council's small parcel program and your comment in support of the 
nomination by Mr. James Donald Hopkins. Thank you for the information· 
from Dr. George West, who also provided us with a copy. 

As you may know, more than 260 small parcels have been nominated by 
various land owners throughout the spill area. These parcels have all been 
evaluated for their potential contribution to restoration. A copy of the 
Comprehensive Habitat Protection Process: Small Parcel Evaluation and 
Ranking - Vol. III report is enclosed for your reference. The small parcel 
program is clearly quite popular and there are many more nominations of 
parcels than the Trustee Council can purchase, at least not at this time. In 
order to move forward, the Trustee Council has identified 29 parcels of 
particular priority for the restoration of the resources and services injured by 
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. Further efforts are currently underway respecting 
these particular parcels (title searches, hazardous materials surveys, 
appraisals, etc.) prior to deciding which ones may be appropriate for 
acquisition by the Trustee Council. Several of these are in the Homer area. 

Although there are important attributes associated with the parcel nominated 
by Mr. Hopkins (KEN 146), this parcel has not been identified as a priority 
parcel at this time. Although KEN 146 is not among the current list of 
priority parcels, it is possible that it may be further considered in the future. 

The enclosed report provides additional detail on the small parcel review 
process. If I can provide additional information, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

M~~:~ 
Executive Director 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 

United States: National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior 
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August 16, 1995 

Molly McCammon 
Executive Director 
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, #401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 

Dear Ms. McCammon: 

d-. I'""· '? IJ• •II I<~' • · 
1.._J ~\,.;: b v ~·1: 

In. ·L.; 
u w AUG 2 4 1995 

EXXON VAlDEZ OIL SPll.l 
TRUSTEE COUNCiL 

It has come to my attention that James Donald Hopkins owns an 80 acre 
parcel of land, within the Eastland Creek section of Kachamak Bay State Park, 
that he is willing to selL I support the purchase of this parcel to help round 
out the north shore portion of the park, an area as yet undeveloped and 
possessing outstanding park values. 

Dr. George C. West, a retired zoophysiology professor from UAF and 
Executive Director of the Pratt Museum in Homer, has done a complete study 
of the Hopkins parceL This report of Dr. West's study should be in your 
. possession. 

The acquisition of the Hopkins land would be an asset in completing the 
Eastland Creek section of Kachemak Bay State Park, increasing the 
recreational potential of the park. An additional benefit will be the protection 
of habitat for several species of wildlife affected by the Exxon Valdez oil spilL 

Your attention and careful consideration to this purchase will be greatly 
appreciated. 



:OII&VIIMI_,E M'I'U.,IOM 
P. 0. Box 841 

June 30, 1994 

Homer, Alaska 99603 
(907) 235-7095 
Fax (907)235-4230 

Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 
645 G Street, Suite 401 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3451 

Dear Trustees: 

This letter is in support of the application of Mr. James Hopkins for your acquisition of a 
parcel of land within the Eastland Creek section of Kachernak Bay State Park, and bordering 
Kachernak Bay, about 14 miles northeast of the base of the Homer Spit. 

The parcel is currently "landlocked" within the boundaries of Kachernak Bay State Park (see 
map). Purchase of this land would help to complete that part of the park on the north shore of 
Kachemak Bay, an area yet undeveloped, but in a prime location for recreational enhancements and 
potential access from the road system east of Homer, Alaska. Over half of the subject property 
appears to be steep bluffs along Kachemak Bay on the southeast, along tributaries of Eastland Creek 
on the east, and along an unnamed intermittent stream to the southwest. These bluffs rise to 500 feet 
above the shore of Kachernak Bay and then the property continues to rise another 100 feet at its 
norhwestern extent. 

Some of the bluff face is vegetated with alder; there are willows, cottonwoods, and alders in 
the stream valleys along with herbaceous vegetation. Some Sitka or Lutz spruce extend on ridges 
towards the mouth of Eastland Creek where there is an active Bald Eagle nest. The upper and more 
level portion of the property is heavily vegetated with spruce. 

The intertidal area of Kachemak Bay adjacent to the subject property is shallow and extends 
about one mile off shore at low tides. In this shallow intertidal area, silver salmon migrate to the 
head of the Bay, and many birds and marine mammals feed. We have seen thousands of seaters in 
this area in early spring and winter. Marbled and Kittlitz's Murrelets feed here with Co=on Loons, 
Greater Scaup (in winter), Red-breasted Mergansers, Mew and Glaucous-winged Gulls, Black
legged Kittiwakes, Aleutian and Arctic Terns, Common Murres, Pigeon Guillernots, Sea Otter, 
Harbor Porpoise, and Harbor Seal. The mud flats at low tide support thousands of spring migrating 
shorebirds, some of which may use the intertidal areas at the base of the subject property. On the 
following page is a partial list of bird species that utilize this property. 
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Species Use Species Use 

Bald Eagle nesting Bank Swallow probable nesting 

Northern Harrier feeding Gray Jay , probable nesting 

Sharp-shinned Hawk probable nesting Steller's Jay probable nesting 

Northern Goshawk probable nesting Black-billed Magpie probable nesting 

Western Sandpiper feeding on intertidal mud Boreal Chickadee probable nesting 

Dunlin feeding on intertidal mud Red-breasted Nuthatch probable nesting 

Short-billed Dowitcher feeding on intertidal mud Golden-crowned Kinglet probable nesting 

Mew Gull feeding on shoreline Ruby-crowned Kinglet probable nesting 

Glaucous-winged Gull feeding on shoreline Hermit Thrush probable nesting 

Black-legged Kittiwake feeding off shore Swainson's Thrush probable nesting 

Arctic Tern feeding off shore Varied Thrush probable nesting 

Aleutian Tern feeding off shore Orange-crowned Warbler probable nesting 

Common Murre feeding off shore Yellow-romped Warbler probable nesting 

Pigeon Guillemot feeding off shore Townsend's Warbler probable nesting 

Marbled Murrelet feeding off shore Wilson's Warbler probable nesting 

Kittlitz's Murrelet feeding off shore Fox Sparrow probable nesting 

Great Homed Owl probable nesting Golden-crowned Sparrow probable nesting 

Belted Kingfisher probable nesting in bluff White-crowned Sparrow probable nesting 

Three-toed Woodpecker probable nesting Dark-eyed Junco probable nesting 

Tree Swallow feeding Pine Grosbeak probable nesting 

Violet-green Swallow feeding White-winged Crossbill feeding 
Pine Siskin probable nesting 

I believe that acquiring the subject property to complete the Eastland Creek section of 
Kachemak Bay State Park will increase the Park's recreational potential for the citizens of Homer 
and the State of Alaska as well as providing contiguous protected habitat for many species of wild
life. 

Sincerely yours, 

-'? \ 

/t<4~~~ 
George C. West, Ph.D. 
Professor of 
Zoophysiology, Emeritus 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 
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. Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council 
Restoration Office 

645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501 
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (9071 276-7178 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Molly McCammon 

FROM: ~ia~~ 
Administrative Officer 

DATE: September 8, 1 995 

RE: Transcripts of the August 25, 1995 meeting 

While the transcripts from the August 25, 1995 meeting include two instances where 
the amount of funding approved by the Trustee Council for the FY' 96 projects is stated, 
(page 175, line 17 and page 176, line 7) I feel that a memorandum is necessary to 
clarify the actual amount approved. 

The following represents parts of the actual transcripts. 

1. Starting on page 17 4, line 3 MR. RUE: Yes, I move ... adopt the recommendations 
for FY' 96 projects as outlined in the spreadsheets of August 1 5 , .. making the 
changes reflected on page 12 of today's handout... And, finally, I also move the 
Trustee Council approve $589,1 00 for FY' 97 report writing costs ... 

2. Page 174, line 22 MR. TILLERY: Amend the motion to add $50,000 to 96027. 

3. Page 178, line 10 ALL TRUSTEE COUNCIL MEMBERS: Aye. 

The actual amount approved for the FY' 96 projects was $13,670,700 as reflected 
below. 

August 15, 1995 Worksheet 
Page 12 of handout: 

Project 96048-BAA 
Project 96064 
Project 96154 

Project 96027 

APPROVED FY' 96 Projects 

$13,739,300 

-116,900 
-3,000 

+ 1,300 

+ 50.000 

$13,670,700 

Trustee Agencies 
State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, and Environmental Conservation 

United States: National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration, Departments of Agriculture and Interior 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest PreserVation Fund. 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council,- _ . _ 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in PrinceWilliam Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback_ of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threa:t of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan prop-osed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this · 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. · ·_ . _ _ . · · 

Phase Orie of this deal would empower the .trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so thatloggingnever occurs in this ancientrrunforest. 
PhaseTwoofthe deal would create a three-yearmoratl)ri).lm on current land-use 
rules -to negotiate the finer detruls of the Forest Forever plan; allowing _the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protectedand managed. · · · 

I 

\ 

Respectfully, a\ll)}tb (A)w 

\ 
Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

., 

ftt~ ~~~ 
f.D. 00 ?K}[cf 

----- ({7-~---------------------

Respectfully, _ ~S> ;J_ .:£' {;; ~ 
33.;2d- Sc G:.v(~ D< . 
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Forest Forever/Eyak ~inforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, 
I want to save up tO 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
dearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 

. the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. . . · 

Phase One ofthis deal would empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that loggingnever occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two ofthe deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details ·cofothe Forest Forever p)an; allowing the 
~ederal g. overnment, con~erned citi~s, and the. Eyak sharehoErs.achance to. 
Iron out the legal terms (I.e. c]nse .atiOn easemeJ;!t!:Bfur. ow t e laiJd would be 
protected and managed. ·l 

. Respectfully, 0 it.1W\ ~ ran 
1 ~40 · 'R4ce ~(;. · 
" OP _i\H~ r Co Ei'2t:b 

$ ~- .. c . 

~ 
Respectfully, /! · cAJ/J (ljl (}J 

~JUVWKe 

I ,. 
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Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees· .Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres ofan~ientrainforest in Prince William Sound 

by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. . . 

Phase One of this deal wo;,ld empower the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logglngnever occurs inthis ancien·t rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details of the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conserv .,!} eas . ents) for how the limd would be 
prot<\cted and managed. 

1
· . 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

/ 

I 
Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

\ 
Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

i 
' 
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Forest Forever/Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund 

Dear Exxon Valdez .Oil Spill Trustee's Council, 
I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 

by· supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights pt'rchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 

.in perpetuity. 
Phase One ofthis deal would empower the trustees c01mcil to purchase timber 

rights from the Eyak Corp. so that logging never occurs in this ancient rainforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer detaHs of:,Jhe Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizen~, and the Eyak shareholders a chance to 
iroru· t the legal terms (i.e. conserve,tion eas ents) forho the land would be 

, pro cted and managed. 
t 

'·1 I t·· · Respectfully, .o!.R.=:.=:::;,U;:::l:::.D~~-=-....:....:..::.;;__,.!-
ii e. ~&;d . f6 ~Y l'blf ':.:.~ 
[i l(()). r . · cilli()Q_ E:s--tu.. tAt -
fi . ~~~ If C!:( . Cf47d.S-6\~~ 
• L ___ :~c.eu-amrmana-ge-cr.--- _· _ __/ 

Respectfully, 

c(':( S8'i--G ZZ..:S 

""' 
! 
' 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

·\ 
· Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 

~ 

'~T--T~~~~!J__, 
~~~~~~~<56; 

I~ u 
r 'rS?, 0-.Jti\r.cy ""-S It dOb 

,\h<i.£'5? 

a.-. .,__v;J. t,.;kv.. A- C<>-kvr.'J. 

<>. "''· z.i "j Foru/-.I. 
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• , Depr Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustees Council, · 

\ 

I want to save up to 70,000 acres of ancient rainforest in Prince William Sound 
by supporting a timber buyback of Eyak Corp. land in imminent threat of 
clearcut in Orca Narrows. I support a timber rights purchase plan proposed by 
the Eyak Rainforest Preservation Fund and the Coastal Coalition·. I want this 
Forest Forever deal negotiated and signed NOW to prevent logging on this land 
in perpetuity. . · 

Phase One of this deal would empower:the trustees council to purchase timber 
rights from the Eyak Corp. so that loggingnever OC!!tlr5 in this ancient rrunforest. 
Phase Two of the deal would create a three-year moratorium on current land-use 
rules to negotiate the finer details cif the Forest Forever plan; allowing the 
federal government, concerned citizens, and the Eyak sharehoiders a chance.to 
iron out the legal terms (i.e. conservation easements) for how the land would be 
protected an<) managed. 

Respectfully, 

Respectfully, 


