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THE WILDLIFE SOCIETY.  [f
ALASKA CHAPTER 3T | . O

c/o 333 Raspberry Rd. T R R e

Anchorage, AK 99518

Dr. Steven Pennoyer February .5,:71992 ’ ;
Exxon Valdez 0il Spill COMNISTRATIVE heoon] TS TS
Settlement Council JXINRN

645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Dr. Pennoyer:

The Alaska Chapter of the Wildlife Society is the state's
professional organization of wildlife biologists, most of whom work
for state and federal natural resource management agencies. We are
writing you to urge your support for continuation of the Exxon
Valdez o0il spill damage assessment and restoration studies for
harlequin ducks, harbor seals, and river otters. Data collected to
date have documented both acute and chronic harm to these wildlife
populations. As a group of professional wildlife managers and
researchers, we recommend that the projects be continued until a
more complete understanding of the damage and feasible restoration
options 1is obtained. To do less, risks 1lost restoration
opportunities and failed restoration attempts.

Since the settlement between EXXON and the State of Alaska, a great
deal of speculation regarding the most appropriate uses of the
settlement money has existed. We urge you to not relegate our
natural resources to a place of secondary importance. We now have
an understanding of what damages exist, however, further study of
restoration options for these species is necessary. Informed,
intelligent, restoration action will be needed and this requires
continued study. Obtaining this information may be costly, however
the cost of action attempted without this information may
exorbitant.

We believe it is in the best long-term interest of the people of
the State of Alaska and the wildlife resources of Prince William
Sound to make informed choices regarding restoration. Please
support the continuation of the wildlife investigations in 1992.

sincere%y,

/7;%7«;;» 77///%/

Sterling Miller
Presi t



Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team

645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (807) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 23, 1992

Sterling Miller, President

The Wildlife Society, Alaska Chapter
c/o 333 Raspberry Rd.

Anchorage, AK 99518

Dear Mr. Miller:
Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

You should by now have received two documents, Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework pr0v1des information
about restoration planmng to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input
into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and
restoration activities proposed for 1992.

Please let me know if you have not yet received copies of these documents.
We hope that you will take the opportunity to provide comment on these
documents. This is an opportunity to express your views on aspects of the
restoration studies and projects you feel are important, including studies
which you believe should be added to the 1992 Work Plan. Please note that
the deadline for written comments is June 4, at the address above.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions regarding restoration projects.

We very much appreciate your concerns. If you have additional comments

State of Alaska: Departiments of Fish & Game, Law, Nalural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior



S. Miller
- April 23, 1992
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or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address above.

ce: Trustee Council

Sincerely yours,

D e

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director
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TESTIMONY REGARDING THE MMS 5-YEAR OIL/GAS LEASING PLAN

I would like to offer a statement regarding the proposed MMS leasing
program and its implications to Alaska, as well as to the United

States.

I recently returned from a 10-week tour of Prince William Sound, where
I visited oiled beaches, observed results of clean-up operations and
spoke with dozens of individuals about the impacts of the Exxon oil
spill. What I observed and experienced, more than two years after the
0il spill, confirmed to me that the following points need to be
addressed in a more straight-forward manner:

1. The o0il industry and the government downplay both the impacts as
well as potential impacts of o0il spills and other toxic contamination.

2. 0il spills and other toxic contamination in fragile environments
such as Prince William Sound or in the Beaufort, Chuckchi or Bering
Seas, or in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge will adversely impact
the entire ecosystem for long periods of time.

3. Post-spill scientific research should be ethically, fundamentally
and philosophically questioned, owing to the fact that much of it is
funded, governed and owned by the o0il industry.

I have specific concerns pertaining to the proposed 5-year leasing
program. It is my understanding that one and only one public hearing
is to be held in Alaska, where over 50% of the proposed leases are to
occur. "Information" or "dialog" hearings are inappropriate vehicles
with which to assess public imput. Whether this is by design or by
oversight, I question this, and ask that you offer to citizens the
opportunity to have their comments documented in the public record. I
ask that you change the structure of upcoming meetings in Kodiak,
Dillingham, Cordova and Homer. These should be public hearings, not
merely dialog sessions.

A further concern T have pertains to a Mational Academy Cf Sciences
statement which characterizes information op Aimpacts of leasing,
development and production of o0il in the QHé%gg%ontinental areas of
Florida and California as being both inadequate and unreliable. If
this is indeed true, then I seriously gquestion the reliability and
adequacy of information regarding similar development off Alaskan
waters. As you are no doubt aware, arctic and sub-arctic environments,
both aguatic and terrestrial, are extremely fragile and complex. I am
left to conclude that the potential impacts to Alaska have been either
minimized or dismissed in the NAS literature. Likewise, I would
guestion the accuracy of information within the DEIS provided by ICF
Resources Incorporated, particularly regarding ability of systems to
recover from inevitable o0il spills, be they catastrophic event spills
or chronic, low-level and long-term spills.



Thirdly, I must express deep disappointment in the proposed MMS
oil/gas leasing plan for what it represents in realistic as well as
symbolic terms. It is unbalanced in its failure to share the burden of
environmental damage with more populated, politically sensitive areas
of the country. It is based on inadequate and guestionable scientific
methods. And it unfortunately symbolizes what lies at the very core of
decades-0ld energy problem: a failure to move away from dependence not
on foreign oil, but from dependence on oil itself. As evidenced by the
Persian Gulf War, our nation's energy and foreign policies are
dangerously inter-connected to the point where national security is
seriously Jjeapordized, and will continue to be jeopardized, until
current energy priorities change.

For these reasons I feel that the MMS's five-year oil/gas leasing plan
is not appropriate and that Alternative II (NO ACTION) is the most
reasonable choice. I object to the way in which the public has not
been fully brought into the discussion. I question the scientific
findings which form the basis of the DEIS. I am moved by what I
experienced and observed in the aftermath of the Exxon oil spill, and
what it signifies for inevitable future spills in and off Alaskan
waters. I am disheartened at the way our country continues to delay
moving toward the long-term benefits of clean, low-impact and more
sustainable energy sources. I am bewildered by the inability of the

world's greatest technological nationato roduce energy-
efficient vehicles and applicances. # <;§ﬁé¢72§t Qzé%ilﬂ



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 23, 1992

John D. Lyle
Box 83715
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Dear Mr. Lyle:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

You should by now have received two documents, Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input
into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and
restoration activities proposed for 1992.

Please let me know if you have not yet received copies of these documents.
We hope that you will take the opportunity to provide comment on these
documents. This is an opportunity to express your views on aspects of the
restoration studies and projects you feel are important, including studies
which you believe should be added to the 1992 Work Plan. Please note that
the deadline for written comments is June 4, at the address above.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions regarding restoration projects.

We very much appreciate your concerns. If you have additional comments

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior



J. Lyle
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or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address above.

cc: Trustee Council

Sincerely yours,

A é/qﬁ_»

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director



NORTH GULF OCEANIC SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 15244
HOMER, ALASKA 99603
(907) 235-5580

Mr. Dave Gibbons
Interim Executive Director
Restoration Team
645 "G" Street .
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 L
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Dear Mr. Gibbons

Fniclosed is a letter recently sent to Dr. Spies regarding
the proposed killer whale photoidentification program in
Prince William Sound. I am very concerned that public
testimony in regard this project will not be allowed if the
project is dropped from consideration at this point. It is
my perception that many individuals consider the project
very important in regard restoration of Prince William
Sound.

Because our group has conducted the field work and provided
basic analysis of the data during the damage assessment
phase of this project and also in seasons prior to the
spill, we might best answer any detailed questions that
might arise. Please feel free to contact us at any time.

e O

Craig 0. Matkin, Director



NORTH GULF OCEANIC SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 15244
HOMER, ALASKA 99603
(907) 235-6590

Dr. Robert Spies
Applied Marine Sciences
2155 Las Positas Ct.
Suite V
Livermore, CA 94550
20 February 1992

Dear Dr. Spies,

I have recently received word of your recommendation to the
Trustees to reject killer whale photoidentification studies
in Prince William Sound for further funding consideration
under the o0il spill restoration program. It is my
understanding that yvou do not feel there is a strong
indication that damage to the killer whale population has
occurred. This comes as a surprise in light of our meeting
and discussions at the National Marine Mammal Laboratory in
Seattle last November. At that time you seemed to have a
good grasp of the data and methodoleogy involved and
concurred that an extreme event had precipitated the severe
decline in AB pod documented in 1989 and 1990. Apparently
some additional information has changed your thinking on
this. '

As a basis for further discussion, I will summarize some of
the pertinent points:

1. When resident pod whales are missing from the pod over
the course of many repeated encounters, they can be presumed
dead. In twenty years of study in Puget Sound and British
Columbia as well as 8 years of work in Prince William Sound
and Southeast Alaska, no whale that has become missing from
a resident pod has ever reappeared in that pod or any other

pod under study. Some have been found_dead on beaches, but
a vast majority are never recovered. It is not unusual to

consider members of an animal population deceased without
recovering bodies. There have been few carcasses of Steller
sea lions recovered despite the accepted severe decline in
that population.

2. The near 20% annual mortality rate for AB pod in 1989
and again in 1990 is unheard of for killer whales in any pod
in any area that has been studied.. This is nearly ten times
what would be expected based on data from all other pods in
Prince William Sound and pods from other areas.



3. AB pod was a group of 35 whales when first thoroughly
documented in 1984. Despite interactions with the blackcod
fishery in 1985 and 1986 resulting in bullet wounding and
mortalities, the pod numbered 32 whales at the end of 1987.
It had recovered to 36 whales at the end of 1988. In 1989
and 1990, 13 whales were lost and the pod now numbers 23
whales (see enclosed chart). There is no evidence
suggesting fishery interactions played a significant role in
this recent decline. It is not reascnable teo assume that
this is a natural effect merely coincidental with the oil
spill.

4. The mortalities in ‘AB pod are primarily juveniles and
reproductive females. These age classes have demonstrated
extremely low mortality rates in all other pods and other
studies. Loss of these whales will likely prevent rapid
recovery of the pod by lowering the groups future
reproductive potential. Although there was no additional
net loss of whales in 1991 the chances for recovery of this
pod are speculative. Projections indicate a complete
recovery is not likely until after 2000. Only continued
monitoring will allow us to gauge the actual recovery.

5. Before 1989, AB pod was the most fregquently sighted pod
in Prince William Sound. Recently the freguency of
sightings of the pod have declined (see enclosed graph) AB
pod was the largest pod in the Sound in 1984 and a major
component of the populaticon. It was the pod frequently
sighted and approached by tour boats and recreational
vessels. The decline in this pod represents a significant
change in the killer whale population that uses Prince
William Sound and may effect the viability of whale watching
ventures in the Sound in the future.

6. Despite conflicting and incomplete information in the
literature regarding the reaction of whales to oil in the
water, there is no reason to believe that aspiration of
hydrocarbons could not have lethal effects.

Although there are indications of losses of killer whales
other than those in AB pod, it is the status of AB pod that
is most clearly documented. If you have further guestion or
need clarifications, please contact me as soon as possible.
I am currently completing the final draft of our annual
report to the National Marine Mammal Laboratory, Seattle and
would be glad to share any additional information with you.

Sir@f'c \& %/K

Craig 0. Matkin, Director
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Table . Summary of Mortalities in all Pods (1989-}991)

Pod Whale Year Sex Age class
Died

AB 13 1989 ¥? Juvenile (approx 8 years)
18 1989 ? Juvenile (approx 8 years)
21 1989 F Adult (post reproductive?)
23 1989 F Adult {mother of AB36)
30 1989 ? Juvenile (approx 13 years)
31 1989 F Adult (mother of AB38)
37 1989 o7 Juvenile born in 1986
8 1980 F Adult (mother of AB41)
19 - 1990 M Adolescent (about 15 years)
20 1950 F? .Juvenile (about 14 vears)
36 1990 ? Juvenile born in 1986
42 1990 ? Juvenile born in 1988
44 1990 ? Juvenile born in 1988
29 1991 =% M Adult (approx 21 years)
AE 12 1989 F? Adult (post reproductive?)
AN 2 1989 M Adult {suspected o0ld)
AJd b 1991+« F? Adult (suspected old)

# not confirmed until 1992
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miles miles/
Year # encounters searched encounter
1984 37 5560 150
1985 12 1347 112
1988 i 1504 % 215
1989 16 9623 601
1990 28 © 10,653 380
1991 8 7340 918

*

estimated from written logs



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team -
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 23, 1992

Craig O. Matkin

North Gulf Oceanic Society
P.O. Box 15244

Homer, AK 99603

Dear Mr. Matkin:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

You should by now have received two documents, Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input
into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and
restoration activities proposed for 1992.

Please let me know if you have not yet received copies of these documents.
We hope that you will take the opportunity to provide comment on these
documents. This is an opportunity to express your views on aspects of the
restoration studies and projects you feel are important, including studies
which you believe should be added to the 1992 Work Plan. Please note that
the deadline for written comments is June 4, at the address above.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council

makes decisions regarding restoration projects.

We very much appreciate your concerns. If you have additional comments

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior




C. Matkin
- April 23, 1992
Page2
or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address above.
Sincerely yours,

,oé_cé/gé_u

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council
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Schoo! of Fisheres and Ocean Salences

[University oF Araska Fairsanks
Fairbanks, Alasks 89775-1080

February 26, 1992

Mr. Dave Gibbons

Interim Administrative Director
645 C Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr, Gibbons:

I am writing to provide some mput to the hearings which will be held later
this week, T would dearly love to Be there in person to present my viewpoint,
but unfortunately will be en route to Washington, D. ., and so a written
contribution will have to serve. |

At the time of the Exxon Valdez oil spill, there was a serious dearbh of
baseline information about Prince{William Sound. As a result of the ensuing
need for information, a surge of assessment activity followed, some of which
is still continuing. When the currently-available samples have been worked
up and the results synthesized, there will exist an excellent data base,
perhaps unparalleled anywhere else. I urge you to see that the current
studies are completed, as far as pass:tble Future studies need to be designed
using an environmental assessment approach with much better coordination

“and synthesis than is applied at pregent, Perhaps this was not feasible
during the damage assessmenﬂ phase hecause of the rapid need for
information in support of poss:tblei litigation. The situation is very different
now. There is an opportunity to deszgn, and support first class studies, which
will serve the Prince William Sound area specifically, but the results of which
could be more widely extrapolated within Alaska’s coastal environment. If
there is one pnonty which is mportant in Alaska, with its vast marine
resources, it is knowledge about our marine environment.

I therefore strongly recommend that at least some of the restoration money
g0 to suppart environmental studies, especially those studies which address
species and/or habitats which are clearly impacted, but also some attention to
developing a long-term data base With respect to other issues in Prince
William Sound, I recognize that the question of timber harvesting and the
prebler of preserving the coastal forests is of critical importance. This issue,
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extends far out of Prince William Sound into EKachemak Bay and even
southeast Alaska. Balanced harvesting with optimal preservation of
biological habitats and species mhust be the goal, and it is important that
action be taken which balances the conflicting pressures. I certainly share

the concern of the regidents.

I wish you the best in this diﬂiculii, process.

Yours sincerely,

I\ W

Vera Alexander

Director, Instatute of Marine Sden

1C&

Dean, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 23, 1992 e E

Vera Alexander

Director, Institute of Marine Science

Dean, School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
University of Alaska Fairbanks

Fairbanks, AK 99775-1080

Dear Dean Alexander:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

You should by now have received two documents, Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input
into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and
restoration activities proposed for 1992.

Please let me know if you have not yet received copies of these documents.
We hope that you will take the opporturity to provide comment on these
documents. This is an opportunity to express your views on aspects of the
restoration studies and projects you feel are important, including studies
which you believe should be added to the 1992 Work Plan. Please note that
the deadline for written comments is June 4, at the address above.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions regarding restoration projects.

We very much appreciate your concerns. If you have additional comments

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior



V. Alexander
~ April 23, 1992
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or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address above.

cc: Trustee Council

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director
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January 30, 1991

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill

Restoration Trustee Council ;
645 G. St. T AN s
Anchorage, AK. 99501

Dear Trustees,

n behalf of the Cordova City Council, I am writing to express the
City's support for research projects designed to eiumiance the
restoration of salmon, herring, and other wild fish stocks damaged
by the Exxon Valdez o0il spill. We believe that the research
projects proposed by biologists in the Cordova Office of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game merit special attention by the
Trustees. These studies target both restoration and effective
management of a complex fishery. We support this research for the
following reasons:

1. This research specifically targets the restoration of species
damaged by the o0il s=snill. This falls directly in 1line with a
Council mandate L resources and the
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3. These proposed projects could also provide important pre-season
and post-season information. These data could greatly increase
ADF&G's ability to forcast returns and anticipate stock specific
temporal and spatial distributions in the fisheries. These types
of data are of tremendous value in resolving the types of
controversial issues which are routinely addressed by citizen
advisory groups, the Salmon Harvest Task Force, the Board of
Fisheries,the Prince William Sound/Copper River Regional Salmon
Planning Team, and the Legislature.

602 Railroad Avenue P.0O. Box 1210  Cordova. Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 421-6200  Fax (907) 424-6000
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January 30, 1991

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill
Restoration Trustee Council

645 G. St.

Anchorage, AK. 99501
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Dear Trustees, FOHINISTRATIVE gsoasD
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On behalf cf the Cordova City Council, I am writing to express the
City's support for research projects designed to ennance the
restoration of salmon, herring, and other wild fish stocks damaged
by the Exxon Valdez o0il spill. We believe that the research -
projects proposed by bioclogists in the Cordova Office of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game merit special attention by the
Trustees. These studies target both restoration and effective
management of a complex fishery. We support this research for the
following reasons: '

1. This research specifically targets the restoration of species
damaged by the o0il spill. This falls directly in 1line with a
Council mandate; to restore damaged natural resources and the
ecological integrity of the Sound.

2. If this research is not adequately funded, it will very likely
have adverse impacts upon ADF&G's in-season manadgement capabilities
given the complex mixed stock salmon fishery in Prince William
Sound. Without the information these projects could provide, it is
likely that ADF&G will have a very difficult time meeting its dual
mandates to restore and enhance damaged wild stocks while at the
same time, meeting industry demands for an efficient and timely
harvest of large hatchery returns. This is particularly true now,
given the pressure to move harvest zones cut of hatchery terminal
areas and into entrance corridors where hatchery and wild stocks
mix. This research could give Fish and Game more effective
management tools. Without them, there could be adverse impacts both
for the fishing industry and for the health of wild fish stocks;
particularly salmon and herring.

3. These proposed projects could also provide important pre-season
and post-season information. These data could greatly increase
ADF&G's ability to forcast returns and anticipate stock specific
temporal and spatial distributions in the fisheries. These types
of data are of tremendous value in resolving the types of
controversial issues which are routinely addressed by citizen
advisory groups, the Salmon Harvest Task Force, the Board of
Fisheries,the Prince William Sound/Copper River Regional Salmon
Planning Team, and the Legislature.

602 Railroad Avenue P.0O.Box 1210 GCordeva Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 42:4-6200 Fax (907) 424-6000



4. Interactions between wild salmon stocks and hatchery reared
stocks is a research topic of vital concern to industry officials
and biologists alike. Damage assessment and restoration research
projects are very important in understanding these interactions.

5. The o0il spill happened less than three years ago. This is a very
short time in ecological terms. We believe that it is very
important that long term research on damage assessment and
restoration take place. We are not confident that the amount of
data collected to date is sufficient to make valid scientific
conclusions and resource management decisions. The fact that much
of the data is "litigation sensitive" and not open to public
scrutiny does little to bolster our confidence.

6. The damage acsessment and restoration research projects being
carried out by the Cordova ADF/G Office have tremendous economic
value to the City of Cordova. First, the economy of this community
is primarily based upon the fishing industry. Any research that
will assist ADF&G's management capabilities will ultimately benefit
the community. The combined goals of maintaining the health and
integrity of all salmon stocks and maximizing economic opportunies
for fishermen are central to a stable economy. Second, much of this
research money has been injected directly into the Cordova economy.
Most of the people hired for these projects, both permanent and
temporary, are Cordova residents. Most of the money spent for food
and supplies has gone to local businesses. The Cordova economy
suffered a great deal in the wake of the Exxon Valdez spill and it
is going through a kind of restoration process of its own. These
research dollars have provided, and hopefully will continue to
provide, an economic stimulus for this community.

In summary, the City of Cordova takes the position that the type
of research proposed by the Cordova ADF&G Office is wvital to
restoration of the ecological integrity of Prince William Sound.
It is also vital to the economic health of Cordova and to sound
management of our resources. We understand that funding decisions
have not yet been made on these projects. We would urge the
Trustees Council to provide the necessary funding for these
projects in light of its mandate to restore the natural resources
in Prince William Sound. We appreciate the opportunity to comment
and please contact us if there are any questions regarding our
position on this issue. Thanks for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Charles K. Weaverling, Mayor




C.

Representative Kubina

Senator Menard

Senator Kurtulla

Resource Restoration Coordination Group
Representatives Davidson, Navarre, Gruenberg
ADF&G/Cordova Office
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January 30, 1991

Exxon Valdez 0il Spill
Restoration Trustee Council

645 G. St.

Anchorage, AK. 99501

Dear Trustees,

On behalf of the Cordova City Council, T am writing to express the
City's support for research projects designed to enhance the
restoration of salmon, herring, and other wild fish stocks damaged
by the Exxon Valdez o0il spill. We believe that the research
projects proposed by biologists in the Cordova Office of the Alaska
Department of PFish and Game merit special attention by the
Trustees. These studies target both restoration and effective
management of a complex fishery. We support this research for the
following reasons:

1. This research specifically targets the restoration of species
damaged by the oil spill. This falls directly in line with a
Council mandate; to restore damaged natural resources and the
ecological integrity of the Sound.

2. If this research is not adequately funded, it will very likely
have adverse impacts upon ADF&G's in-season management capabilities
given the complex mixed stock salmon fishery in Prince William
Sound. Without the information these projects could provide, it is
likely that ADF&G will have a very difficult time meeting its dual
mandates to restore and enhance damaged wild stocks while at the
same time, meeting industry demands for an efficient and timely
harvest of large hatchery returns. This is particularly true now,
given the pressure to move harvest zones out of hatchery terminal
areas and into entrance corridors where hatchery and wild stocks
mix. This research could give Fish and Game more effective
management tools. Without them, there could be adverse impacts both
for the fishing industry and for the health of wild fish stocks;
particularly salmon and herring.

3. These proposed projects could also provide important pre-season
and post-season information. These data could greatly increase
ADF&G's ability to forcast returns and anticipate stock specific
temporal and spatial distributions in the fisheries. These types
of data are of tremendous value in resolving the types of
controversial issues which are routinely addressed by citizen
advisory groups, the Salmon Harvest Task Force, the Board of
Fisheries,the Prince William Sound/Copper River Regional Salmon
Planning Team, and the Legislature.

602 Railroad Avenue P.0.Box 1210 Cordova, Alaska 99574 Telephone (907) 424-6200 Fax (907) 424-6000



4, Interactions between wild salmon stocks and hatchery reared
stocks is a research topic of vital concern to industry officials
and bioclogists alike. Damage assessment and restoration research
projects are very important in understanding these interactions.

5. The o0il spill happened less than three years ago. This is a very
short time in ecological terms. We believe that it is very
important that 1long term research on damage assessment and
restoration take place. We are not confident that the amount of
data collected to date is sufficient to make valid scientific
conclusions and resource management decisions. The fact that much-
of the data is "litigation sensitive"® and not open to public
scrutiny does little to bolster our confidence.

6. The damage assessment and restoration research projects being
carried out by the Cordova ADF/G Office have tremendous economic
value to the City of Cordova. First, the economy of this community
is primarily based upon the fishing industry. Any research that
will assist ADF&G's management capabilities will ultimately benefit
the community. The combined goals of maintaining the health and
integrity of all salmon stocks and maximizing economic opportunies
for fishermen are central to a stable economy. Second, much of this
research money has been injected directly into the Cordova economy.
Most of the people hired for these projects, both permanent and
temporary, are Cordova residents. Most of the money spent for food
and supplies has gone to local businesses. The Cordova economy
suffered a great deal in the wake of the Exxon Valdez spill and it
is going through a kind of restoration process of its own. These
research dollars have provided, and hopefully will continue to
provide, an economic stimulus for this community.

In summary, the City of Cordova takes the position that the type
of research proposed by the Cordova ADF&G Office is vital to
restoration of the ecological integrity of Prince William Sound.
It is also wvital to the economic health of Cordova and to sound
management of our resources. We understand that funding decisions
have not yet been made on these projects. We would urge the
Trustees Council to provide the necessary funding for these
projects in light of its mandate to restore the natural resources
in Prince William Sound. We appreciate the opportunity to comment
and please contact us if there are any questions regarding our
position on this issue. Thanks for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Charles K. Weaverling, Mayor




C.

Representative Kubina

Senator Menard

Senator Kurtulla

Resource Restoration Coordination Group
Representatives Davidson, Navarre, Gruenberg
ADF&G/Cordova Office
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W April 20, 1992

Charles K. Weaverling, Mayor
City of Cordova

P.O. Box 1210

Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mr. Weaverling;:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding research projects related to fisheries
to be undertaken by the Trustee Council as part of restoration programs
following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

The Trustee Council has prioritized 1992 restoration activities in the
following order:

1. Close out of damage assessment studies (including writing
final reports so that information obtained in the studies can
eventually be made available for peer review and release to
the public);

2. Damage assessment continuation studies (studies which are
not complete--further data must be collected and analyzed
before final reports can be prepared and released); and

3. Habitat protection and management activities.

By selecting a minimal program of activities for 1992, the Trustees have
deliberately elected to wait for full public input before making decisions on
projects proposed for funding with the settlement funds.

As you may know, the Trustees did approve funding for four studies relevant
to your concerns: Pink Salmon Restoration, Dolly Varden, Shrimp, and
Anadromous Stream Survey.

You willkbe receiving soon two documents, Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input




K. Weaverling
April 20
Page 2

into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and
restoration activities proposed for 1992. We hope that you will take the
opportunity to provide comment on these documents. Please note that the
deadline for written comments is June 4, at the address above. Members of
the Restoration Team also plan a meeting in Cordova at 7 p.m. on May 19 in
the Council Chambers at the Cordova Public Library to take public comment
on these documents.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
commentis or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 22, 1992

The Honorable Charles K. Weaverling,
Mayor of Cordova

P.O. Box 1210

Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mayor Weaverling:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding research projects related to fisheries
to be undertaken by the Trustee Council as part of restoration programs
following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

The Trustee Council has prioritized 1992 restoration activities in the
following order:

1. Close out of damage assessment studies including data
analysis and final report preparation;

2. Damage assessment continuation studies where further data
must be collected and analyzed before final reports can be
prepared; and

3. Habitat protection and management activities.

By selecting a minimal program of activities for 1992, the Trustees have
deliberately elected to wait for full public input before making decisions on
projects proposed for funding with the settlement funds.

~ As you may know, the Trustees did approve funding for four studies relevant
to your concerns, including: pink salmon restoration, Dolly Varden, shrimp,
and anadromous stream survey.

You should by now have received two documents, Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input
into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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restoration activities proposed for 1992. Please let me know if you have not
yet received copies of these documents. We hope that you will take the
opportunity to provide comment on these documents. Please note that the
deadline for written comments is June 4, at the address above.

Members of the Restoration Team also plan a meeting in Cordova at 7 p.m.
on May 19 in the Council Chambers at the Cordova Public Library to take
public comment on these documents.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

. R

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council
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Carl Rosier

Commissioner

Alaska Department of Fish and Game

P.O. Box 25526

Juneau, Alaska 99802-2556

Dear Commissioner Rosier:

Having had an opportunity to review the Trustee Council's Plan for continuing
damage assessment studies and new restoration projects in Prince William Sound, I
take this opportunity as a member of the public and academic science community, to
respond. A team from the Council was in Fairbanks Tuesday, and many of us at the
University participated in discussions with them that evening,

As you are aware, I am not a completely unbiased judge of the efforts planned for
Prince William Sound. My connection with the Department (Commercial Fisheries
and FRED) in Cordova and the non-profit hatcheries prompts me to screen the
proposed Trustee Council restoration research with juvenile salmon survival studies
in mind. My early association with Damage Assessment Project 4 (early marine
salmon survival) in 1989 and continuing contact with the prinecipal investigators
(state and federal), provide some insight that the general public is, regrettably, not
privy to. I know that damage assessment observations support a case for substantial
1njury to salmon,

Given what is presently understood about the effects of oil on the early life history
-stages of salmon in Prince William Sound, I am absolutely shocked to find that none
of the early marine work has been recommended for the restoration/monitoring
phase. While substantial funds are being expended on herring restoration and
monitoring, there is no such effort proposed or recommended for juvenile salmon - the
major resource in the region. What apparently will go forward for salmon is an
experimental project to evaluate pen-rearing of wild pink and chum salmon fry. This
is a somewhat novel approach to mitigation, but it does not substitute for monitoring
the growth and survival patterns of juveniles over the long term. New techniques
and insight concerning the factors affecting the refurn of adults point guite
conclusively to the "freshwater and early marine" stanzas as being the critical period.
ADF&G is in a perfect position to carry forward an early marine studies program of
grt:la% vg!uﬁ to the resource in Prince William Sound, and perhaps lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak.

In view of criteria used to evaluate potential restoration science studies by the
Council (Resource Restoration Coordination Group), the monitoring of early marine
pink and chum salmon survival is not only warranted, but demanded. The earliest
fry inhabit affected nearshore habitats in many regions of the Sound during a critical
time when growth mediates huge losses to fish and bird predators. Data on hand (but



not available to the public) demonstrate significant survival modification by oil. How
long this will occur is a question in which the public is vitally interested.

The major fishery resource in Prince William Sound - hands down - is salmon. The
present plan, as I judge it, is extremely weak in the area of juvenile salmon
monitoring. The citizens of the region and those in the rest of Alaska deserve the
kind of assurances that a continuing monitoring program for this resource will
provide. It isnot enough just to follow the catch and escapement histories. A growing
and respected body of information points directly at the period of early marine
survival as being critical in determining adult run size. A tremendous start has been
made at describing the effects of the 1989 oil spill on this valuable resource.
However, unless the early marine work is continued in some form, there will be no
way of determining whether future production anomalies are associated with natural
or anthropogenic causes, or both. Ten years ago this kind of research would have
been ruled problematic. However, given the present understanding of oceanographiec
influences on pink and chum salmon production in the Sound, it is imperative that
some early marine monitoring - namely the determination of fry growth rates and
survivals - be carried forward by ADF&G. '

I ask you, as a Trustee Council Member, to request Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to prepare and submit a proposal for long-term, low-level funding supporting
coordinated early marine salmon studies in Prince William Sound, lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak. This essential, and now missing, part of the overall plan is justifiable
and has an extremely high probability of providing critical information about oil and
salmon production in the region,

There is a clear perception that the Council is attempting to be responsible in terms
of the levels of funding for continuing studies associated with the spill and its
aftermath. This is laudatory. However, "sticker shock" must not preclude the kinds
of studies that are central to restoration and monitoring. I strongly suggest that one
of those studies is presently missing from the plan and must be instated.

Sincerely,

R. Ted Cooney, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

ce: Members of the Trustee Council
Members of the Resource Restoration Coordination Group
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association
Cook Inlet Regional Aquaculture Association
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation
Valdez Fisheries Development Association, Inc.

RTCI:mso



INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCE SCHOOL OF FISHERIES & OCEAN SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99775-1080

14 February 1992

Mr. Ken Rice

Deputy Natural Resource Manager
U.g. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service

645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Rice:

In accordance with the attached letter to Commissioner Rosier, I am requesting that
a now missing and critical element of the restoration of Prince William Sound, lower
Cook Inlet and Kodiak - namely early marine salmon growth/survival and
monitoring studies — be inserted into the overall long-term plan for the restoration
and enhancement of salmon resources in these regions. These studies are needed to
assure that the resource is both protected and restored. The Alaska Department of
Fish and Game should be asked to submit a proposal to continue this vital research.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my request.
Sincerely, _

o Coarey

R. Ted Cooney
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

Enclosure

RTC:mso
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iNSTlTUTE OF MA-RINE SCIE‘NCE SCHOOL QF FISHERIES & OCEAN SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIREANKS, ALASKA 99775-1080

14 February 1992

Mr. Cordell Roy

Damage Assessment Coordinator

U.S. Department of Interior

National Park Service

0il Spill Coordination Office e
2525 Gambell Street, Room 107

Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Mr. Roy:

In accordance with the attached letter to Commissioner Rosier, I am requesting that
a now missing and critical element of the restoration of Prince William Sound, lower
Cook Inlet and Kodiak - namely early marine salmon growth/survival and
monitoring studies — be inserted into the overall long-term plan for the restoration
and enhancement of salmon resources in these regions. These studies are needed to
assure that the resource is both protected and restored. The Alaska Department of
Fish and Game should be asked to submit a proposal to continue this vital research.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my request.
Sincerely,

R0 (Gorsy

R.Ted Cooney
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

Enclosure

RTC:mso



' INSTITUTE OF M;-\RINE SCI.ENCE SCHOOL OF FISHERIES & OCEAN SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 89775-1080

14 February 1992

Carl Rosier

Commissioner ‘

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P.O. Box 25526

Juneau, Alaska 99802-2556

Dear Commissioner Rosier:

Having had an opportunity to review the Trustee Council's Plan for continuing
damage assessment studies and new restoration projects in Prince William Sound, I
take this opportunity as a member of the public and academic science community, to
respond. A team from the Council was in Fairbanks Tuesday, and many of us at the
University participated in discussions with them that evening.

As you are aware, I am not a completely unbiased judge of the efforts planned for
Prince William Sound. My connection with the Department (Commercial Fisheries
and FRED) in Cordova and the non-profit hatcheries prompts me to screen the
proposed Trustee Council restoration research with juvenile salmon survival studies
in mind. My early association with Damage Assessment Project 4 (early marine
salmon survival) in 1989 and continuing contact with the principal investigators
(state and federal), provide some insight that the general public is, regrettably, not
privy to. I know that damage assessment observations support a case for substantial
injury to salmon. :

(Given what is presently understood about the effects of oil on the early life history
stages of salmon in Prince William Sound, I am absolutely shocked to find that none
of the early marine work has been recommended for the restoration/monitoring
phase. While substantial funds are being expended on herring restoration and
monitoring, there is no such effort proposed or recommended for juvenile salmon - the
major resource in the region. What apparently will go forward for salmon is an
experimental project to evaluate pen-rearing of wild pink and chum salmon fry. This
is a somewhat novel approach to mitigation, but it does not substitute for monitoring
the growth and survival patterns of juveniles over the long term. New techniques
and insight concerning the factors affecting the return of adults point quite
conclusively to the "freshwater and early marine" stanzas as being the critical period.
ADF&G is in a perfect position to carry forward an early marine studies program of
gr?iat vgluﬁ to the resource in Prince William Sound, and perhaps lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak.

In view of criteria used to evaluate potential restoration science studies by the
Council (Resource Restoration Coordination Group), the monitoring of early marine
pink and chum salmon survival is not only warranted, but demanded. The earliest
fry inhabit affected nearshore habitats in many regions of the Sound during a critical
time when growth mediates huge losses to fish and bird predators. Data on hand (but



not available to the public) demonstrate significant survival modification by oil. How
long this will occur is a question in which the public is vitally interested.

The major fishery resource in Prince William Sound - hands down - is salmon. The
present plan, as I judge it, is extremely weak in the area of juvenile salmon
monitoring. The citizens of the region and those in the rest of Alaska deserve the
kind of assurances that a continuing monitoring program for this resource will
provide. Itisnot enough just to follow the catch and escapement histories. A growing
and respected body of information points directly at the period of early marine
survival as being critical in determining adult run size. A tremendous start has been
made at describing the effects of the 1989 oil spill on this valuable resource.
However, unless the early marine work is continued in some form, there will be no
way of determining whether future production anomalies are associated with natural
or anthropogenic causes, or both. Ten years ago this kind of research would have
been ruled problematic. However, given the present understanding of oceanographic
influences on pink and chum salmon production in the Sound, it is imperative that

some early marine monitoring - namely the defermination of fry growth rates and™ —

survivals - be carried forward by ADF&G.,

I ask you, as a Trustee Council Member, to request Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to prepare and subimnit a proposal for long-term, low-level funding supporting
coordinated early marine salmon studies in Prince William Sound, lower Cock Inlet
and Kodiak. This essential, and now missing, part of the overall plan is justifiable
and has an extremely high probability of providing critical information about oil and
salmon production in the region.

There is a clear perception that the Council is attempting to be responsible in terms
of the levels of funding for continuing studies associated with the spill and its
aftermath. This is landatory. However, "sticker shock” must not preclude the kinds
of studies that are central to restoration and monitoring. I strongly suggest that one
of those studies is presently missing from the plan and must be instated.

Sincerely,

R. Ted Cooney, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

cc: Members of the Trustee Council
Members of the Resource Restoration Coordination Group
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association
Cook Inlet Regional Aquaculture Association
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation
Valdez Fisheries Development Association, Inc.

RTC:mso



INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCE SCHOOL OF FISHERIES & OCEAN SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99775-1080

14 February 1992

Mr. Dave Gibbons

Interim Administrative Director
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Forest Service

709 W 9th Street, Room 225
Juneau, AK 99802-1628

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

In accordance with the attached letter to Commissioner Rosier, I am requesting that
a4 now missing and critical element of the restoration of Prince William Sound, lower
Cook Inlet and Kodiak - namely early marine salmon growth/survival and
monitoring studies — be inserted into the overall long-term plan for the restoration
and enhancement of salmon resources in these regions. These studies are needed to
assure that the resource is both protected and restored. The Alaska Department of
Fish and Game should be asked to submit a proposal to continue this vital research.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my request.
Sincerely, Q

7\7%/ (Gansy

R. Ted Cooney

Associate Professor

Institute of Marine Science

Enclosure

RTC:mso



INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCE SCHOOL OF FISHERIES & OCEAN SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99775-1080

14 February 1992

Ms. Pam Bergmann

U.S. Department of Interior
Regional Environmental Assistant
1689 C Street, Room 119
Anchorage, AK 99501-5126

Dear Ms. Bergmann:

In accordance with the attached letter to Commissioner Rosier, I am requesting that
a now missing and critical element of the restoration of Prince William Sound, lower
Cook Inlet and Kodiak - namely early marine salmon growth/survival and
monitoring studies — be inserted into the overall long-term plan for the restoration
and enhancement of salmon resources in these regions. These studies are needed to
assure that the resource is both protected and restored. The Alaska Department of
Fish and Game should be asked to submit a proposal to continue this vital research.

Thank you for taking the time to consider my request.
Sincerely,

T ()

R. Ted Cooney
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

Enclosure

RTC:mso
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UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99775-1080

14 February 1992

Carl Rosier

Commissioner

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P.O. Box 25526

Juneau, Alaska 99802-2556

Dear Commissioner Rosier:

Having had an opportunity to review the Trustee Council's Plan for continuing
damage assessment studies and new restoration projects in Prince William Sound, I -
take this opportunity as a member of the public and academic science community, to
respond. A team from the Council was in Fairbanks Tuesday, and many of us at the
University participated in discussions with them that evening.

As you are aware, I am not a completely unbiased judge of the efforts planned for
Prince William Sound. My connection with the Department (Commercial Fisheries
and FRED) in Cordova and the non-profit hatcheries prompts me to screen the
proposed Trustee Council restoration research with juvenile salmon survival studies
in mind. My early association with Damage Assessment Project 4 (early marine
salmon survival) in 1989 and continuing contact with the principal investigators
(state and federal), provide some insight that the general public is, regrettably, not
privy to. I know that damage assessment observations support a case for substantial
injury to salmon.

Given what is presently understood about the effects of oil on the early life history
stages of salmon in Prince William Sound, I am absolutely shocked to find that none
of the early marine work has been recommended for the restoration/monitoring
phase. While substantial funds are being expended on herring restoration and
monitoring, there is no such effort proposed or recommended for juvenile salmon - the
major resource in the region. What apparently will go forward for salmon is an
experimental project to evaluate pen-rearing of wild pink and chum salmon fry. This
is a somewhat novel approach to mitigation, but it does not substitute for monitoring
the growth and survival patterns of juveniles over the long term. New techniques
and insight concerning the factors affecting the return of adults point quite
conclusively to the "freshwater and early marine" stanzas as being the critical period.
ADF&GQG is in a perfect position to carry forward an early marine studies program of
great valulc: to the resource in Prince William Sound, and perhaps lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak. :

In view of criteria used to evaluate potential restoration science studies by the
Council (Resource Restoration Coordination Group), the monitoring of early marine
pink and chum salmon survival is not only warranted, but demanded. The earliest
fry inhabit affected nearshore habitats in many regions of the Sound during a critical
time when growth mediates huge losses to fish and bird predators. Data on hand (but



not available to the public) demonstrate significant survival modification by oil. How
long this will occur is a question in which the public is vitally interested.

The major fishery resource in Prince William Sound - hands down - is salmon. The
present plan, as I judge it, is extremely weak in the area of juvenile salmon
monitoring. The citizens of the region and those in the rest of Alaska deserve the
kind of assurances that a continuing monitoring program for this resource will
provide. It is not enough just to follow the catch and escapement hisfories. A growing
and respected body of information points directly at the period of early marine
survival as being critical in determining adult run size. A tremendous start has been
made at describing the effects of the 1989 oil spill on this valuable resource.
However, unless the early marine work is continued in some form, there will be no
way of determining whether future production anomalies are associated with natural
or anthropogenic causes, or both. Ten years ago- this kind of research would have
been ruled problematic. However, given the present understanding of oceanographic
influences on pink and chum salmon production in the Sound, it is imperative that
some early marine monitoring - namely the determination of fry growth rates and
survivals - be carried forward by ADF&G.

I ask you, as a Trustee Council Member, to request Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to prepare and submit a proposal for long-term, low-level funding supporting
coordinated early marine salmon studies in Prince William Sound, lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak. This essential, and now missing, part of the overall plan is justifiable
and has an extremely high probability of providing critical information about oil and
salmon production in the region.

There is a clear perception that the Counecil is attempting to be responsible in terms
of the levels of funding for continuing studies associated with the spill and its
aftermath. This is laudatory. However, "sticker shock" must not preclude the kinds
of studies that are central to restoration and monitoring. 1strongly suggest that one
of those studies is presently missing from the plan and must be instated.

Sincerely,

R. Ted Cooney, Ph.D,
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

cc: Members of the Trustee Council
Members of the Resource Restoration Coordination Group
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association
Cook Inlet Regional Aquaculture Association
Prince William Scund Aquaculture Corporation
Valdez Fisheries Development Association, Ine.

RTC:mso
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INSTITUTE OF MARINE SCIENCE SCHOOQL OF FISHERIES & QCEAN SCIENCES

UNIVERSITY OF ALASKA FAIRBANKS
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99775-1080

14 February 1992

Carl Rosier

Comumissioner

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
P.O. Box 25526

Juneau, Alaska 99802-2556

Dear Commissioner Rosier:

Having had an opportunity to review the Trustee Council's Plan for continuing
damage assessment studies and new restoration projects in Prince William Sound, I
take this opportunity as a member of the public and academic science community, to
respond. A team from the Council was in Fairbanks Tuesday, and many of us at the
University participated in discussions with them that evening.

As you are aware, I am not a completely unbiased judge of the efforts planned for
Prince William Sound. My connection with the Department (Commercial Fisheries
and FRED) in Cordova and the non-profit hatcheries prompts me to screen the
proposed Trustee Council restoration research with juvenile salmon survival studies
in mind. My early association with Damage Assessment Project 4 (early marine
salmon survival) in 1989 and continuing contact with the principal investigators
(state and federal), provide some insight that the general public is, regrettably, not
privy to. I know that damage assessment observations support a case for substantial
injury to salmon.

Given what is presently understood about the effects of oil on the early life history
stages of salmon in Prince William Sound, I am absolutely shocked to find that none
of the early marine work has been recommended for the restoration/monitoring
phase. While substantial funds are being expended on herring restoration and
monitoring, there is no such effort proposed or recommended for juvenile salmon - the
major resource in the region. What apparently will go forward for salmon is an
experimental project to evaluate pen-rearing of wild pink and chum salmon fry, This
is a somewhat novel approach to mitigation, but it does not substitute for monitoring
the growth and survival patterns of juveniles over the long term. New techniques
and insight concerning the factors affecting the return of adults point quite
conclusively to the "freshwater and early marine" stanzas as being the critical period.
ADF&G is in a perfect position to carry forward an early marine studies program of
grtilat valuﬁ to the resource in Prince William Sound, and perhaps lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak.

In view of criteria used to evaluate potential restoration science studies by the
Council (Resource Restoration Coordination Group), the monitoring of early marine
pink and chum salmon survival is not only warranted, but demanded. The earliest
fry inhabit affected nearshore habitats in many regions of the Sound during a critical
time when growth mediates huge losses to fish and bird predators. Data on hand (but



not available to the public) demonstrate significant survival modification by oil. How
long this will occur is a question in which the publicis vitally interested.

The major fishery resource in Prince William Sound - hands down - is salmon. The
present plan, as I judge it, is extremely weak in the area of juvenile salmon
monitoring. The citizens of the region and those in the rest of Alaska deserve the
kind of assurances that a continuing monitoring program for this resource will
provide. Itisnotenough just to follow the catch and escapement histories. A growing
and respected body of information points directly at the period of early marine
survival as being critical in determining adult run size. A tremendous start has been
made at describing the effects of the 1989 oil spill on this valuable resource.
However, unless the early marine work is continued in some form, there will be no
way of determining whether future production anomalies are associated with natural
or anthropogenic causes, or both. Ten years ago this kind of research would have
been ruled problematic, However, given the present understanding of oceanographic
influences on pink and chum salmon production in the Sound, it is imperative that
some early marine monitoring - namely the determination of fry growth rates and
survivals - be carried forward by ADF&Q.

I ask you, as a Trustee Council Member, to request Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to prepare and submit a proposal for long-term, low-level funding supporting
coordinated early marine salmon studies in Prince William Sound, lower Cook Inlet
and Kodiak. This essential, and now missing, part of the overall plan is justifiable
and has an extremely high probability of providing critical information about oil and
salmon production in the region.

There is a clear perception that the Council is attempting to be responsible in terms
of the levels of funding for continuing studies associated with the spill and its
aftermath. This is laudatory. However, "sticker shock” must not preclude the kinds
of studies that are central to restoration and monitoring. I strongly suggest that one
of those studies is presently missing from the plan and must be instated. -

Sincerely,

R. Ted Cooney, Ph.D.
Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

ec: Members of the Trustee Council
Members of the Resource Restoration Coordination Group
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association
Cook Inlet Regional Aquaculture Association
Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation
Valdez Fisheries Development Association, Inc.

RTC:mso
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

P.0. BOX 3-2000
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-2000
PHONE: (907) 465-4100

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

- March 6, 1992

Ms. Jacqueline Jacobsen
Legislative Vice President
1717 Ivy Averue

Reedsport, OR 97467

Dear Ms. Jacobsen:

Governor Hickel has asked that I ‘respond to your February 3, 1992,
letter concerning the environmental future of Prince William Sound.
Timber rights and habitat acgquisition is an issue that has been
voiced by many citizens of communities in the impacted area. The
state/federal Trustee Council for the Exxon Valdez 0il Spill (EVOS)
process has established a habitat/land use working group under the
Restoration Team.

I have forwarded your letter to Mr. Dave Gibbons, Acting Executive
Director, state/federal Trustee Council, 645-G Street Suite 402,
Anchorage, Alaska, 99501, to ensure the concerns of your coalition
have been entered into the public comments concerning this use,
Again, thank you for your letter.

Sincerely,
C/NQ&LQAAW—
Charles P. Meacham
Deputy Commissioner

cc: Dave Gihbons

(3"_\%; printed on recycled papet by G0

WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR
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W April 20, 1992

R. Teed Cooney, Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks, AK 99775-1080

Dear Dr. Cooney:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding research projects related to early
marine salmon growth/survival and monitoring studies to be undertaken by
the Trustee Council as part of restoration programs following the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

The Trustee Council prioritized 1992 restoration activities in the following
order:

1. Close out of damage assessment studies (including writing
final reports so that information obtained in the studies can
eventually be made available for peer review and release to
the public);

2. Damage assessment continuation studies (studies which are
not complete--further data must be collected and analyzed
before final reports can be prepared and released); and

3. Habitat protection and management activities.

By selecting a minimal program of activities for 1992, the Trustees have
deliberately elected to wait for full public input before making decisions on
projects proposed for funding with the settlement funds. The Restoration
Team recommended to the Trustee Council that the early marine survival
work could be delayed without undue negative impact until the public
comment process is complete.

You will soon be receiving two documents: Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input




R.T. Cooney
April 20
Page2

into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and
restoration activities proposed for 1992.

We hope that you will take the opportunity to provide comment on these
documents. Please note that the deadline for written comments is June 4, at
the address above. Members of the Restoration Team also plan a meeting in
Fairbanks at 7 p.m. on May 21 at the Wood Center to take public comment on
these documents.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team

645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (807) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 22, 1992

R. Ted Cooney, Associate Professor
Institute of Marine Science

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Fairbanks, AK 99775-1080

Dear Dr. Cooney:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding research projects related to early
marine salmon growth/survival and monitoring studies to be undertaken by
the Trustee Council as part of restoration programs following the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

The Trustee Council prioritized 1992 restoration activities in the following
order:
1. Close out of damage assessment studies including data
analysis and final report preparation;

2. Damage assessment continuation studies where further data
must be collected and analyzed before final reports can be
prepared; and

3. Habitat protection and management activities.

By selecting a minimal program of activities for 1992, the Trustees have
deliberately elected to wait for full public input before making decisions on
projects proposed for funding with the settlement funds. The Restoration
Team recommended to the Trustee Council that the early marine survival
work could be delayed without undue negative impact until the public
comment process is complete.

You should by now have received two documents: Draft 1992 Work Plan and
Restoration Framework. The Restoration Framework provides information
about restoration planning to date, a summary of injuries to natural
resources, proposed injury criteria, and proposed criteria for evaluating
restoration options and alternatives. It also initiates a process for public input
into developing the Restoration Plan and the Environmental Impact
Statement. The 1992 Draft Work Plan details damage assessment and

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior



R.T. Cooney
April 22
Page 2

restoration activities proposed for 1992. Please let me know if you have not
yet received copies of these documents.

We hope that you will take the opportunity to provide comment on these
documents. Please note that the deadline for written comments is June 4, at
the address above. Members of the Restoration Team also plan a meeting in
Fairbanks at 7 p.m. on May 21 at the Wood Center to take public comment on
these documents.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD

Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council
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Mr. Dave Gibbons

Executive Director

EXXON VALDEZ Trustee Council

0il1 Spill Public Information Center
645 G St.

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

[ attended the Restoration Public Meeting at Fairbanks on February 13.
Although no longer associated with the University, [ am concerned with
the possible premature termination of some of the research on spill
effects. | realize the pressure to cut the research budget, but it would be
very poor public policy to arbitrarily cut programs without a phaseout
period. Especially damaging would be the elimination of a project that
needs only an additional year or so to summarize and publish the results.
A fair review of programs is needed; undoubtedly there are a number that
have produced no meaningful results, have learned all that is needed to
know about a particular subject, or are strictiy short-term efforts.

I have submitted a short note regarding the proposed advisory group
and would like to express an interest in serving on the group in the
Aguaculture position. | have a Ph.D. in fisheries and marine biology;
worked for 20 years with the Oregon Fisheries Department as fisheries
biologist and Marine Research Supervisor with much invoivment in
hatcheries and restoration work on Columbia River salmon; 6 years as
Associate Professor of Fisheries Biology with the University of Alaska~
Fairbanks where | developed a Sea Grant shellfish program for Prince
William Sound; and have been-a consultant on fisheries and environmental
problems for a number of years. Since 1970 | have researched and fished

Jack M. Van Hyning » P. O. Box 80165 or Jon N. Van Hyning * P, O. Box 1172

Fairbanks, AK 99708 « (907) 479-2476 Palmer, AK 99645 « (907) 745-1998 » FAX (907) 746720
376 - 9665 376~ Qe b&



the Sound and have developed two aguatic farm projects: (1) an oyster-
mussel farm at Perry Island which was impacted by the oil spill but is
now back in production; and (2) a private-non-profit salmon hatchery
(NERKA INC.) which reared salmon for several years but is presently
inactive. I also do some boat chartering for kayakers and sport fishermen,
My son is a commercial fisherman (shrimp and bottomfish trawler) and is
chairman of the Whittier Fish & Game Advisory Committee to the
Department of Fish & Game. Undoubtedly one of the regional aquaculture
associations wilt seek membership. [ participated in the early
development of the Prince William Sound salmon aguacutture program.
They tend to be special-interest groups and may not represent the broad
spectrum and interests of the aguaculture community,

My business has a Fairbanks address, but | spend most of my time on
the Sound or in the Paimer-Wwasilia area. For the next month | can be
reached at PO Box 1172, Palmer, AK 99645, (907) 376-9663,

FAX 376-9666.

Sincerely,

e g

Jack M. Van Hyning, Ph.D.
President



Restoration Trustee Council Public Participation Comments

Use this form to provide comments regarding public participation or formation of the public
" advisory group to the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Trustee Council. Return it to staff at the
public meeting or mail the form with your comments to the Oil Spill Public Information Center,

Attn: Mary McGee, 645 G St., Anchorage, AK 99501.

The type of membership for the proposed Public Advisory Group seems
reasonably balanced to me as a biologist, commercial and sport fisherman,
'. _C_harteroperatorfﬁnd aquatic farmer out of Whittier. It might be
suggested that th&group be further subdivided; for example, aguaculture
into salmon and shellfish, commercial fishing into seine, gillnet, etc,, but
this could quickly get unwieldy. | would suggest a sport fishing category
*+_ rather than being g ouped-',together with hunting. | am not sure how
‘Environment” is #ifferent from "Conservation" and suggest the
Conservation catil r;y be droppéd.

[ think the group should have a strong voice in reviewing proposals and
making recommendations to the Trustee Council. A general concensus
should be reached through a majority vote; a forum for the exhange of
ideas, etc. would be useless. The group should not only review project
proposals, but be in a position to listen to and question the proponents --
both the public and private sector proposals. it might well function
somewhat as the Advisory Committee to the Boards of Fisheries & Game.,

This advisory group should represent the public and be a pipeline to the
Trustees; agency personnel and scientists have ready access so the user
groups, who own and depend on the resources, should likewise. | agree
with all the criteria suggested for membership.

Please write your name and mailing address below if you would like to receive future mailings about activities
of the Exxon Valdez Restoration Trustee Council.
Nack M Van Homina
Po By gous' —
Fainbanke AK 99708
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Ex aldez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 24, 1992

Jack M. Van Hyning
P.O. Box 80165
Fairbanks, AK 99708

Dear Mr. Van Hyning:

Thank you for your comments on research projects and suggestions regarding
the Public Advisory Group and development of public participation policies
for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil spill. At meetings
since you wrote your letter, the Trustee Council decided it is important to
continue all damage assessment studies through to final report preparation.

The Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the Public
Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27, beginning at 10 a.m.
at 645 G Street in Anchorage. If you are going to be in Anchorage you might
consider attending. Public comments will be accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee Council meetings can be obtained from
the Oil Spill Public Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions about the establishment of a Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement program. I will make sure that you
receive information regarding nomination to the Public Advisory Group
when they are solicited.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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Mr. David Gibbons Ul e : §:~=5.!.
Interim Administrative Director LLRIISTEATIVE '.sgcg a0
645 G Street

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

This letter concerns the public meeting held at the Anchorage Museum on the evening of
02/13/92. My comments will focus primarily on the composition of the Citizen’s Advisory
Group (CAG). The dominant theme at that meeting consisted of two main threads -- that
the CAG should consist of representatives from preidentified interest groups (or sectors),
and that these interests should select their representatives themselves. Pam Miller asked
if anyone at that meeting disagreed with the principal of such self-selection. My silent
assent at that time should not be taken as agreement, but rather as an inability to articulate
at that time the uneasiness I felt at her question. Only later did the source of this
queasiness become somewhat clearer to me. I certainly support the principal of self-
determination in representation, but have great reservations about a CAG composed of
representatives of identified interest groups which have no responsibility to the general
public at all.

Most of the people at the meeting were in fact representatives of some sort of special
interest group, and had no problems with identifying themselves as such. Even those who
self-labeled themselves as "recreational users" chose to emphasis only a specialized interest.
Much was made of the fact that such people, with some sort of constituency, would
represent more than their "own personal bias" on a CAG. In fact, what each would
represent is merely a "large collective bias." This may in fact be what the Trustee Council
desires, but I would harbor suspicions about such a body. Paraphrasing, one of the
environmental representatives at the 2/13 meeting remarked that the CAG should not be
the only source of public access to the Trustee Council, since the [special interest]
representatives on the CAG would have enough to do with representing their own interests

on the CAG, and would not be able to deal with the interests of the public at large. With

the CAG organized in terms of interest group representation, it would appear that no
member of the "general public" (whatever that may be) would serve on the CAG. That is
not acceptable to me. The public (local, state, or national) is more than the sum of
whatever component special interests can be analytically identified as parts of that public.
The Trustee Council is in the process of implementing a Public Advisory Group, not a
Special Interest Advisory Group (SIAG). Certainly all those interests comprise essential
aspects of the process, and should participate. It seems inadvisable to require that those
participating most directly and investing the most energy in the CAG to identify with a
certain circumscribed interest group. Direct public access to the Trustee Council should
also of course remain an option.

19, 1+t



It may make more sense to organize the CAG on a regional basis, with community
representation. The various more specific interests can then be expressed through these
community representatives. The effects of the spill varied greatly from place to place, and
even "communities" misrepresents the variability of experience. Communities lump
similarities of experience together just as well, and probably better, than do interest groups
based on economic or some other criteria. Such units of representation would also
encourage those individuals with different interests to talk with each other and reach some
sort of accommodation at the fundamental level where restoration implementation will have
to take place -- at the community level. This would also allow a person to serve on the
CAG who is perceived as a "whole" person rather than as "environmentalist" or "timber" or
whatever. This is not to insult the environmental or timber community, but it is easier to
serve as an effective conduit for public input while also working to construct some minimal
consensus on public policy if one is not encumbered with the (at least the perceived)
baggage of an ideological position on key issues. Real people make compromises. Defining
CAG representatives as community representatives reflects that ugly (and necessary) reality
of life. Defining CAG representatives in terms of interest groups disguises the fact that no
person is so one dimensional as to actually be capable of representing only such a truncated
set values. In essence, a CAG organized in this way comprises a free market of interests
in regard to the spill. All interests are represented, compete in an open arena, supported
by those who think the same way and opposed by those who do not, and the strongest
survives. Compromise is the solution actually striven for, so it makes sense to build that in
from the beginning, using community representation.

Such an organization of the CAG also establishes the regional grounding and framework
that most people who spoke at the meeting supported as advisory to the formal CAG. My
thought essentially reverses the emphasis of this scheme, having the formal CAG consist of
regional (community) representatives with the interest groups providing information and
participating in the process, but with no formal seat on the CAG. Of course, some
communities would choose representatives closely identified with certain interest groups, and
most interest group representatives would in fact represent their communities of residence
fairly well. Organizing the formal public participation apparatus in terms of interest groups
may convey a message counterproductive to the goals of the Trustee Council, however.

My thoughts on this remain murky and unclear, as you can no doubt tell from this letter.
I do think that the issue raised has importance and needs to be considered when organizing
the public participation process. For what it is worth, my opinion is that a CAG should
represent the people and communities affected by the spill. These effects varied
considerably over time and space. To think that fishermen, timber interests,
environmentalists, and other identified "interests" in the PWS area each comprise some sort
of unitary group which can agree on a common representative to a CAG is probably naive.
Communities would have a similar problem, of course, but the explicit political process
which establishes public accountability (of a limited sort, to be sure) makes this the
approach I prefer. Public trust of the Trustee Council will require effective public
participation and the perception that the CAG actually represents the public. For this to
develop, the mechanism making the CAG accountable to the public must be clear. Perhaps
I have reacted too strongly to the posibility of the Trustee Council identifying interest groups



who will then pick their own representatives to a SIAG. After all, this process will not occur
in a vacuum and the public will no doubt influence the interest groups’ choices. Still, this
process would trouble me.

If you have any questions on this unorganized letter, or think that a discussion would serve
some useful purpose, I would be glad to talk with any member of the Trustee Council or
its staff. This represents only my own opinion, but you could contact me at work (272-6811)
or at home (279-7428).

Sincerely,

Michael Galginaitis



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
hone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

April 2, 1992

Michael Galginaitis
1652 Sunrise Drive
Anchorage, AK 99508

Dear Mr. Galginaitis:

Thank you for your thoughtful comments and suggestions regarding
development of public participation policies for restoration projects following
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. I have forwarded your letter to the Restoration
Team members who are working to incorporate public comment into the
structure of the Public Advisory Group. Your suggestions, along with those
received from other members of the public, will be carefully considered as the
Trustee Council and the Restoration Team make decisions about
‘establishment of the Public Advisory Group and other elements of a public
involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Wawe Libboo /o

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc:  Trustee Council
Public Participation Group

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior



0il Spill Public Information Center
Dave Gibbons

545 5 Sireet

Anchorage, Alaska 99301

February 135, 1992
Dear Mr Gibbons:

The Alaskan Shellfish Growers Association would like to participate
in the oil spill restoration process. Our association represents
aover 70 members statewide whe are =2ctive in the aguatic farwm
industry.

We would appreciate being incliuded in the public advisory group
under a topic called mariculture. We are assuming by agquaculture
vou are referring to Private NonProfit hatchery operators whose
concerns are vastly different than ours.

We feel a Board of Directors would be the best avenue to conduct
your business with seats reserved for specific interests and action
taken by majority vote.

We are currently soliciting our membership to locate people
interested in serving during this process. We will be sending
representatives to the meetings and look forward to working with
Trustee Council.

Sincerely,

Jeff Hetrick

AS6A Secretary/Treasurer
F.O. Box 7

Moose Pass, Alaska 99631
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

April 2, 1992

Jeff Hetrick

Alaskan Shellfish Growers Association
P.O.Box 7

Moose Pass, AK 99631

Dear Mr. Hetrick:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the Public Advisory Group and
development of public participation policies for restoration projects following
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The Trustee Council will make decisions about
some aspects of the Public Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for
April 27. If you are going to be in Anchorage you might consider attending,
beginning at 10 a.m. at the address above. Alternatively, transcripts of all
trustee Council meetings can be obtained from the Oil Spill Public
Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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645 G.St. EORIMISTRATIVE 85000
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Secretary,
Re. EXXON VALDEZ TRUSTEES: PUBLIC ADVISORIES GROUP

It is my pleasure to recommend Nancy Lethcoe for a seat on
The Citizen’s Advisory Committee which is being formed to
work on the restoration of Prince William Sound.

Nancy would be an excellent choice for many reasons. For the
past 23 years she has lived and worked on the Sound. During
the past 18 years Nancy and her husband Jim have operated
Alaska Wilderness Sailing Safaris a successful recreational
and tourism business.

In addition to being intimately familiar with both the area
and the problem, Nancy is an extremely rational person.
During the times right after the spill when most people who
derived their livings from the Sound were angry and raising
all sorts of fuss, Nancy’s was a voice of moderation and
restraint. An environmentalist and an educator, Nancy is
also a realist. She understands the needs of business and
the position of others who use and live on the Sound. The
Natives who live there, the fishermen and loggers who work
there and the many of us who just simply enjoy the Sound for
her beauty.

An accomplished Naturalist, Nancy and Jim have written five
books about Prince William Sound and enjoys sharing all that
she knows about it with their cllents, friends and other
visitors to the area.

Nancy is truly a hard worker and a dedicated citizen of
Alaska and of Prince William Sound. She would make a very
good member of this committee and deserves your consideration

Sincerely,

Wmﬁ.

Bertram B. Beneville
3167 Erickson St.
Gig Harbor, WA 98335

1200



‘Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 24, 1992

Bertram B. Beneville
3167 Erickson St.

Gig Harbor, WA 98335
Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Mr. Beneville;

Thank you for your nomination of Nancy Lethcoe o serve on the Public
Advisory Group. I will make sure Mrs. Lethcoe receives information
regarding serving on the Public Advisory Group when nominations are
solicited.

The Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the Public
Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27, beginning at 10 a.m.
at 645 G Street in Anchorage. If you are going to be in Anchorage you might
consider attending. Public comments will be accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee Council meetings can be obtained from
the Oil Spill Public Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions about the establishment of a Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

“Droe Hiboows /%&

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Depariments of Agriculture and Interior
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Dave Gibbons, Executive Director for the Trustee Council
645 "G" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Gibbons,

[ am a Board Member of the Knik Canoers & Kayakers. Our club has
approximately one hundred and seventy-five members, many of whom are
recreational users of Prince William Sound. At our February Board Meeting
| was elected to apply for a position on the Citizen's Advisory Group that
will be set up in affiliation with the Trustee Council,

Please send me the appropriate materials for applying.

Thankyou,
James Diehl

Safety Officer
Knik Canoers & Kayakers

sl
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/ Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 22, 1992

James Diehl, Safety Officer
Knik Canocers & Kayakers
Box 868

Girdwood, AK 99587

Dear Mr. Diehl:

Thank you for your letter indicating an interest in serving on the Public
Advisory Group. I will make sure you receive information regarding
nominations to the Public Advisory Group when they are solicited.

The Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the Public
Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27. If you are going to
be in Anchorage you might consider attending, beginning at 10 a.m. at 645 G
Street in Anchorage. Public comments will be accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee Council meetings can be obtained from
the Oil Spill Public Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions about the establishment of a Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement process.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Depantments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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Dave Gibbons, Staff
Trustee Council

645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Gibbons,

I am writing on behalf of the National Parks and Conservation
Association (WPCA) , the only national non-profit citizens
organization that focuses on national park concerns. ©Qur 285,000
members nationally, including over 1,800 Alaskans, promote the
protection, preservation and public understanding of our nation's
National Park System through diverse activities.

NPCA has several concerns about the Trustee Council's operations
and about how projects to be funded will be chosen. We cannot
clean up the spill any more. Acquisition of threatened fish and
wildlife habitat and cultural resources areas is the better way to
help our coastal and marine ecosystems recover.

NPCA has submitted written and oral testimony regarding the need
for inclusion of cultural resources in the clean-up, assessment,
study and restoration efforts. We continue to ask that those
resources be included.

NPCA adds our voice to others asking for release of sgcientific
studies to the public. We remain without access to necessary data
upon which to offer informed comments.

NPCA remains gravely concerned about the implementation of a
meaningful public process. We suggest the following:

Public Advisory Group members should be selected by the
communities and interests they represent, not appeinted by
government officials. At the very least, these members need to
represent commercial fishers, local and national environmental
organizations, commercial and private recreation, spill-impacted
community governments, small and industrial tourism, subsistence
users, sport hunting and fishing, regional and village corporations
and Native village councils. &=




Trustee Council
page 2

The hiring of any staff needed for the Public Advisory Group
should be done by the Group. Adeguate funds should be available
for members' expenses.

The Public¢ Advisory Group could have subcommittees, composed of
members of the public who represent the various geographical and
interests within the spill impacted region and who are not members
of the Public Advisory Group.

The Trustee Council should continue to hold regular, documented
public meetings in Anchorage and other communities within the spill
inmpacted region. A specific time for public comment at each
meeting should be listed in the meeting notice that is available
before each meeting.

The Trustee Council should make available, in a timely.manner,
written findings of fact all of its actions and recommendations.

Two non-voting members selected by the Public Advisory Group
should be placed on the Trustee Council. These members would then
participate in all Trustee Council meetings and deliberations.

The Trustee Council and the Public Advisory Group will make
available their operations budgets so that all can know what is to
bgﬁfpent {and has been spent) on administration.

i

/
NP@A apprecidfes this opportunity to comment. If I can provide
additional ormation, please let me know.

a




Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

April 2, 1992

Mary Grisco

National Parks and Conservation Association
P.O. Box 202045

Anchorage, AK 99520

Dear Ms. Grisco:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important, and additionally, your comments concerning the
development of the Public Advisory Group and public participation policies
following the Exxon Valdez oil spill. As you may be aware, a number of other
citizens and interest groups also advocate acquisition of habitat or timber
rights as an important part of the restoration process.

Restoration Team members have prepared an updated summary of injuries
from the spill which will be released to the public by mid-April, along with a
Restoration Framework and Draft 1992 Work Plan. You might some of your
questions answered and suggestions addressed in these documents. Contact
the Oil Spill Public Information Center at 278-8008 to make sure you receive
‘copies when they are available.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions regarding restoration projects,
establishment of the Public Advisory Group and other elements of a public
involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

~ Puuse Hibbow /%é

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

ce: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior



Charles Cole, Attorney General Februar;ﬂla, 1992 .
}:_:— (T2 T

Department of Law | =t

Connel Murray, Birectaﬁf;w -
Division of Tourism
Department of Commerce and

Economic Development

I3

It is my understanding that, under terms of the Exxon settlement, the oil
spill public information center will add a board of advisers to its
structure.

If this is the case, and since the State of Alaska is vitally concerned
about tourisst in Prince William Sound, may I respectfully suggest that a
seat on the advisory board be reserved for a member of the Prince William
Sound Tourism Coalitien. Tnis is a well-established group and our
division has worked closely with them in the past. Ve would also like to
have a representative from our office sit in your meetings in an
ex~gfficial capacity.

Please advise me if we can provide any assistance to you in carrying out
these tasks.

CM/rs2566s

021492b

cc: Dave wibbens, Administrative Dirvector
011 5piit Information Center
645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 95501

Glemn A, Gldé, Commissioner
Department of Commerce and
Economic Development

bee: Pete Carlson

Tourism Coalition
P.0, Box 1477
Valdez, AK 99686

Jat !




Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 7, 1992

Connel Murray

Division of Tourism

Department of Commerce and
Economic Development

P.O. Box 110800

Juneau, AK 99811-0800

Dear Mr. Murray:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding the Public Advisory Group and
development of public participation policies for restoration projects following
the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As the Trustee Council continues their discussions of the composition of the
Public Advisory Group, it seems clear that tourism will be represented. The
Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the Public
Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27. If you are going to
be in Anchorage you might consider attending, beginning at 10 a.m. at 645 G
Street in Anchorage. Public comments will be accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee Council meetings can be obtained from
the Oil Spill Public Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions about the establishment of a Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

,oé—«, P>

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Depariments of Agriculture and Interior
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February 12, 1992

Dave Gibbons Lumihla HalIVE RESORD
Interim Administrative Director

645 G Street

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

The Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition was formed over six years ago
for the purpose of developing and promoting the visitor industry in Prince
William Sound. Our membership is comprised of individual, corporate and
civic participants in the visitor industry throughout the sound, including
small businesses, major multi-national tour and cruise companies, Native
Corporations and airlines, among others. Through our broad membership base,
we are the "voice of the visitor industry" for Prince William Sound.

We are the only organization whose sole purpose is to protect, promote and
develop the visitor industry in Prince William Sound.

Throughout the post oil-spill years, we have conducted extensive marketing
efforts to positively position Prince William Sound as a viable visitor
destination. In spite of the passage of time and nature's restoration
efforts, we are still battling negative images created by the oil spill.

Our job is not done. Now we are concerned that actions being taken by the
state and federal government in connection with the Exxon settlement money
will affect the quality of the product we offer to visitors in the future.

Therefore, it is in the best interests of our members and the future of the
visitor industry that the Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition be involved
in the decisions being made with respect to the use of the natural resources
of the sound.

Hence, we are requesting that a representative of the Prince William Sound
Tourism Coalition be designated as a member of the advisory council being
established in connection with the $900 million Exxon settlement.

We would appreciate your support for this request, and look forward to a
positive response.

Respectfully yours,

P tnes JSLeA Al
Marim Chair

enclosures:
PWS Vacation Guide
PWSTC Brochure
PWSTC 1991 Annual Report

Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition ® P.O. Box 1477 e Valdez, Alaska 99686



Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 24, 1992

Marilyn Heddell

Prince William Sound Toruism Coalition
P.O. Box 1477

Valdez, AK 99686

Dear Ms. Heddell:

Thank you for your letter indicating an interest in serving on the Public
Advisory Group. I will make sure you receive information regarding
nominations to the Public Advisory Group when they are solicited.

The Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the Public
Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27. If you are going to
be in Anchorage you might consider attending, beginning at 10 a.m. at 645 G
Street in Anchorage. Public comments will be accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee Council meetings can be obtained from
the Oil Spill Public Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes. decisions about the establishment of a Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement process.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD 34

Interim Administrativé Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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February 27, 1992
Ernie Piper
Dear Mr. Piper:

The Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition was formed over six years ago
for the purpose of developing and promoting the visitor industry in Prince
William Sound. Our membership is comprised of individual, corporate and
civic participants in the visitor industry throughout the sound, including
small businesses, major multi-national tour and cruise companies, Native
Corporations and airlines, among others. Through our broad membership base,
we are the '"voice of the visitor industry" for Prince William Sound.

We are the only organization whose sole purpose is to protect, promote and
develop the visitor industry in Prince William Sound.

Throughout the post oil-spill years, we have conducted extensive marketing
efforts to positively position Prince William Sound as a viable visitor
destination. In spite of the passage of time and nature's restoration
efforts, we are still battling negative images created by the oil spill.

Our job is not done. Now we are concerned that actions being taken by the
state and federal government in connection with the Exxon settlement money
will affect the quality of the product we offer to visitors in the future.

Therefore, it is in the best interests of our members and the future of the
visitor industry that the Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition be involved
in the decisions being made with respect to the use of the natural resources
of the sound.

Hence, we are requesting that a representative of the Prince William Sound
Tourism Coalition be designated as a member of the advisory council being
established in connection with the $900 million Exxon settlement.

We would appreciate your support for this request, and look forward to a
positive response.

Respectfully yours,

Marilynn Heddell, Chair

enclosures:

PWS Vacation Guide 3

PWSTC Brochure K 'f—;f'g(_/(_&/ A Ll B l e Aoy

PWSTC 1991 Annual Report 7 ) ,
Vo ce e A A ezl /)74,{& et Al
b2 o AflecaTe ALLTEA

Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition ® P.O. Box 1477 e Valdez, Alaska 99686



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 “G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Marilynn Heddell

Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition
P.O. Box 1477

Valdez, AK 99686

Dear Ms. Heddell:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Duse Bbbone

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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January 4, 1991

Charlie Cole

Attorney General e

P.0. Box K ﬁﬁ@ EIV ED

Juneau, Alaska 99501 Nemr=—ant of LAW
o NG 1992 oy
71819l1(}|111]21112l3l4l5|6

Dear Mr. Cole: s

[t has come to my attention that you are participating in a joint state-federal trustee
council whose responsibility will be overseeing the restoration of the areas affected by
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. | understand that the council wiil be deciding how best to
spend the $900 million Exxon settlement. As the Chair of the Prince William Sound
Tourism Coalition, [ feel it is important that this organization be involved in this project.

The Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition was officially incorporated as a non-profit
corporation in 1987. Our purpose is to promote the Prince William Sound area as a
visitor destination. The Coalition consists of many local residents and businesses, tour
operators, visitor attractions, Alaska Native corporations, multi-national corporations,
city. governments, and others who have an interest in promoting tourism in Prince
William Sound.

As you know, the 1989 Exxon oil spill has left a negative impact on this area. Through
various marketing efforts, we have been fighting this negative publicity. ‘We presently

- _have advertisements placed in the Alaska Vacation Planner, the Alaska Magazine, etc.
We also mail our own vacation guide throughout the world through our direct
marketing campaign. | am enclosing a copy of the 1992 PWSTC Vacation Guide and
our organization's brochure; both pieces are filled with information about our
organization.

Since the decisions made regarding the use of the Exxon settlement money may have
an impact on the future of tourism in Prince William Sound, | believe it is important that
we have representation on the Public Advisory Group. | would appreciate your

. consideration in naming a representative from the Prince William Sound Tourism

" Coalition to this group. |look forward to your reply regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

7 KL oAt A — . ”
Marilynn Hetidell
PWSTC - Chair

- Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition ® P.O. Box 1477 e Valdez, Alaska 99686



STATE OF ALASHA / momermmm

?PLY T0:
DEPARTMENT OF LAW 1031 W ATH AVENUE, SUITE 209

ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99501-1984
PHONE: (907) 268-5100
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL FAX.  (507) 276:5697

{1 KEY BANK BUILDING
100 CUSHMAN ST., SUITE 400
January 16, 1992 FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-4679
PHONE: {907) 452-1568
FAX: (907) 456-1317

(T F.0. BOX K- STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0300
PHONE: (9G7) 465-3600

Ms, Marilynn Heddell FAX: — (907) 4635295
Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition

P, 0. Box 1477

Valdez, AK 99686

Dear Ms Heddell:

On behalf of Attorney General Cole, I would like to thank
you for your interest in the o0il spill restoration process as
reflected in your letter of January 4, 1992. The Trustee Council,
which 1is overseeing the expenditure of restoration funds, has
authorized a series of public meetings intended to elicit the views
of the public as teo the best means by which the public can
participate in the restoration process. The meeting in Valdez will
be held on February 4, 1992, at 7:00 p.m., at the Valdez Civic
Center and I hope that you will be able to attend to express your
views regarding the need for a tourism representative on the public

advisory greoup. In the meantime, I will provide a copy of your
letter to Ernie Piper who is working on the public participation
plan.

CHARLES E. COLE
ATTORNEY GENERAL

: . %\""’r’ﬂé&
By: Craig J. Tilletry

Assistant Attorney General
CJT:bkn

cc: Charles E. Cole, Attorney General
/Ernie Piper w/attachments

03-CSLH _:?_;. arintea on recycled pager oy G.D.
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Michael Barton
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P.O. Box 21628
Juneau, Alaska 99802 CORRESPONDENCE CONTROL NO.: _ ?7 0 OSC
RESPONSE MUST BE MAILED BY: é 3/‘?-7- e
SIGNED BY: e g T
- CC'S TO: IR, .
‘\-.____ - TE

Dear Mr. Barton:

It has come to my attention that you are participating in a joint state-federal trustee
council whose responsibility will be overseeing the restoration of the areas affected by
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. | understand that the council will be deciding how best to
spend the $900 million Exxon settlement. As the Chair of the Prince William Sound
Tourism Coalition, | feel it is important that this organization be involved in this project.

The Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition was officially incorporated as a non-profit
corporation in 1987. Our purpose is to promote the Prince William Sound area as a
visitor destination. The Coalition consists of many local residents and businesses, tour
operators, visitor attractions, Alaska Native corporations, multi-national corporations,
city governments, and others who have an interest in promoting tourism in Prince
William Sound.

As you know, the 1989 Exxon oil spill has left a negative impact on this area. Through
various marketing efforts, we have been fighting this negative publicity. We presently
have advertisements placed in the Alaska Vacation Planner, the Alaska Magazine, etc.
We also mail our own vacation guide throughout the world through our direct
marketing campaign. | am enclosing a copy of the 1992 PWSTC Vacation Guide and
our organization's brochure; both pieces are filled with information about our
organization.

Since the decisions made regarding the use of the Exxon settlement money may have
an impact on the future of tourism in Prince William Sound, | believe it is important that
we have representation on the Public Advisory Group. | would appreciate your
consideration in naming a representative from the Prince William Sound Tourism
Coalition to this group. | look forward to your reply regarding this matter.

Sincerely,
Marilynn Heddell
PWSTC - Chair

Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition ® P.O. Box 1477 e Valdez, Alaska 99686
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DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME P.0. BOX 3-2000 :
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99802-2000

DIVISION OF OIL SPILL IMPACT PHONE: (907) 465-4125

ASSESSMENT AND RESTORATION (OSIAR)

March 5, 1992

Ms. Marilynn Heddell

PWSTC—-Chair

Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition
P.C. Box 1477

Valdez, AK 99686

Dear Ms. Heddell:

Commissioner Rosier asked that I reply to your recent letter
regarding the Prince William Sound Tourism Coalition. I am
forwarding a copy of this letter to Mr. David Gibbons, Acting
Executive Director, for the Exxon Valdez Trustee Council, for his
review. :

The Trustee Council has decided to review this important issue on
Monday, March 9, 1992. Until such time as a final decision is made
by the council, I cannot say if representation based on various
interest group organizations will be the model for the Public
Advisory Group. However, your request is on file with Mr. Gibbons
and your organization will be involved in any solicitation of
nominations.

Again, thank you for taking the time to share your concerns.
Sincerely,
&éizzzzh;;ntague

Director

cc: Carl L. Rosiler ' ;
David Gibbons '

11-K64LH



LA KONIAG, INC.

e 4300 B Street, Suite 407, Anchorage, AK 99503 (907) 561-2668 * FAX (907) 562-5258

March 4, 1992

Mr. Michael Barton, Chairman
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Settlement Trust Council
Simpson Building

645 G St.

Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Dear Mr. Barton:

I would like to take this opportunity to recommend Mr. John W. Merrick
for appointment to the Exxton Valdez Oil Spill Public Advisory Group.

Mr. Merrick is eminently qualified for such an appointment based on
his 30 plus years of experience in the land management area, public and
private. Mr. Merrick is thoroughly familiar with the geography of Alaska
as well as past and current land ownership patterns. He participated
extensively in the "beach survey" activity on Kodiak Island in the
aftermath of the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

Mr. Merrick is currently employed by Koniag, Inc. as Manager of lands
and Resources and has an excellent working relationship with Kodiak public
officials, village leaders and village native corporation officials.

I would appreciate the support of the Trustee Council in considering
Mr. Merrick's appointment. Attached for your information is a current
resume of Mr. Merrick's many qualifications.

Sincerely,

7Y
/=" Owerl,,AToss
< Chlef/ Executive Officer

ULG/dl

cc: Curtis McVee
Carl Rosier
Charles Cole
Steven Pennoyer
John Sandor



RESUME

John W. Merrick
2801 East 48th Ave.
Anchorage, Alaska 99507
Phone: (907)561-0468

Present Employer: Foniag, Inc.
' 4300 B st., Suite 407
Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: (907)561-2668

Birthdate: August 14, 1928
Health: Good
Marital status: Married, three grown
children
Fducation:

BS Forestry 1952, State University of NY Syracuse
Graduate work - Forestry/Remote Sensing - Syracuse

Numerous Bureau of Iand Management, Civil Service, and University
sponsored short courses rarnging from rural real estate appraisal and
grazing management to electrical transmission systems, persomnel
management and supervision.

Strong Technical Resource Management Background

Over thirty years experience in rescurce management in Alaska
specializing in realty, appraisal, general public land administration
and ervirormental impact analysis, including forestry, minerals, oil
and gas, grazing, watershed, recreation and fire.

Graduate Forester with Oregon and Alaska experience in Forest
Management, loggirng, irnwventory and protection.

Long familiarity with the Federal public land laws and implementing
the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) and ANTICA Native land

settlement programs.



Managerial and Supervisory Abilities:

Fourteen years as Area Manager managing from two to fifteen people, and
programs on as much as forty million acres of federal public land. _

Public Contacts:

Dealing with and serving the public. Over twenty years experience in
respording to the public and dealing with diverse publics, holding public
meetings. In my work since leaving the federal service, I have dealt
particularly with Native shareholders, other village and regional native
corporations and the Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN).

Teamworks
Ability to work and commmicate with others. e

Served on or directed mumerous special project teams dealing with
controversial public land issues.

Directed and coordinated the work of professionals from geclogists to
recreation specialists toward common goals.

1 :
January 1985 to Present — Manager, ILands & Resources, Koniag, Inc.

In this position I am responsible for the day to day management of all
the Corporation's land and resource interests which are located on
Kodiak Island. I deal with a myriad of projects from commercial and
recreational user permits on the Karluk River to the promilgation of
lard exchanges to improve the Corporation's financial position., I
work clesely, and stay on good terms with the U.S. Fish & Wildflife
Service, Bureau of Iard Management and other federal agencies, the
State of Alaska DNR, DOI/FF, the Kodiak Island Borough, the Alaska
Federation of Natives and other native corporations, to accomplish the
Corporate goals. While forest management is not one of my primary
duties, I monitor forestry activities of the Afognak Joint Venture on
Afognak Island.

Jamuary 1984 to December 1984 — ANCSA Iands Specialist, aAlaska Native
Foundation.

For one year I worked as cne of three individuals employed in
traveling to remote Native villages giving lectures, seminars and
technical advice on how to implement a 14(c) Program. 1l4(c) is a
section of ANCSA that requires a Native Village Corporation to
reconvey land back to qualified occupants, individuals, businesses or
non-profits using or occupying the lands at the time the Act passed.
14(c), as passed, contained few quidelines and required each village
to develop its own policy criteria on how to accomplish the task
within the framework of legal precedent,



May 1983 to Decenber 1983 - Iands Section, Bureau of Land Management
(BIM) Alaska State Office.

Among other pro:]ects I directed the processing of public land orders
mﬂmdxaw:mg opening or restoring lands, patenting of settlement
claims, and responses to general public and Congressmonal inquiries.
In January of 1984 I retired from the Federal Civil Service.

1968 to May 1983 - Area Manager of Peninsula Resource Area for
Anchorage District Office, Bureau of Land Management (BIM).

The areas included in the Peninsula Resource Area were Bristol Bay,
Aleutian Islards, Cook Inlet, Kenal Peninsula, ardd Southeast Alaska.
In this position I managed all public lands and resources and BIM
programs for the area. I supervised as many as 15 professional
persommel in highly varied programs which involved field :
investigations, public input, and written reports for Native
Allotments, homesteads, hoamesites, headquarters sites, trade and -
mamufacturing sites, townsites, color of title ard mining claims among
cthers., Additionally, I approved or denied permits, (based on staff
impuat) and after issuance, monitored permits and leases for timber,
grazing material sales oil and gas exploration, rights of ways, and
the like. I worked extensively with other Federal and State agencies
to facilitate land use planning and conveyances of land.

After 1971 one of my major responsibilities was to facilitate and
coordinate the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANCSA) land
transfers. This included, among others, the easement identification
and navigability programs. I represented and coordinated BIM's part
of the Chugach Regional Settlement mandated by Section 1430 of the
Alaska National Interest Iands Consexrvation Act (ANIICA). For ten
years T managed the Campbell Tract within the Municipality of
Anchorage and was instrumental in preserving over 4000 acres for
various recreational and open space uses. I served both as Campbell
Tract and Goose Iake Plan advisor for the Municipality of Anchorage.

1962 to 1968 - Realty Specialist, BIM, Anchorage, Alaska.

Compliance, appraisal, land use planning and supervisor. Initially,
I field examined and wrote compliance reports on homesteads,
homesites, trade and marufacturing sites, native allotments and cther
settlement claims as well as right of ways, material sales and use
permits. Later, T worked extensively on appraisals of land and
properties. T successfully completed three formal ATREA and SREFA
appraisal courses plus several in-house appraisal courses. I was also
heavily involved as a land planner with the Iliamna and Copper River
Iand Classifications involving over 30 million acres of land.
Eventually, I became the Senior Land and Appraisal Specialist,
technical advisor and supervisor managing these activities for the
Anchorage District.

1957 to 1962 - Forester, Fire Control, Homer, Alaska.

1955 to 1957 - Forester - Timber, BIM, Medford and Eugene, Oregon.



1954 to 1955 — Geophysics Aid - U.S. Geological Survey, Barrow,
Alaska.

Working from the Arctic Research Laboratory at Barrow, I was
responsible for the field portion of a gecorhysics project — gathering
data on the physical and geothermal properties of permafrost year
rourd in various soils.

1953 to 1954 ~ Junior Scientist - Boston University Physical Research
Iaboratories.

A military sponsored research contract on Alaska's north slope to
study Arctic tundra and develop an analogous aerial photo key for
cirampolar application

1952 to 1953 - Teaching Fellow, State University of NY - Syracuse.

I taught the laboratory portion of a photgrammetry (remote sensing)
course at Syracuse University.

1946 to 1952 - Summers. U.S. Forest Service Lockout, smokechaser,
Science Aid, Aerial Chserver.

In 1952 I was an aerial cbserver mapping timber blowdown and the
resultant bark beetle infestations. in 1951 I was an entomology aide
on a spruce bedworm project in Maine. In the summers of 1946 to 1949,
I was a lookout smokechaser and worked cn forest disease control in
Idaho.



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 24, 1992

Uwe L. Gross, Chief Executive Officer
Koniag, Inc.

4300 B Street, Suite 407

Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Mzr. Gross:

Thank you for your nomination of John W. Merrick to serve on the Public
Advisory Group. I will make sure Mr. Merrick receives information
regarding serving on the Public Advisory Group when nominations are
solicited.

The Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the Public
Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27, beginning at 10 a.m.
at 645 G Street in Anchorage. If you are going to be in Anchorage you might
consider attending. Public comments will be accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee Council meetings can be obtained from
the Oil Spill Public Information Center in Anchorage at 278-8008. ‘

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions about the establishment of a Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

D ﬁ&m/éé

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agricultture and Interior



THE WILDERNESS SOCIETY

February 14, 1992

Trustee Council

¢/o Dave Gibbons

645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Trustee Council:

The Wilderness Society is pleased to comment on the Public Advisory Group and other
aspects of public participation in the restoration process for resources damaged by the Exxon
Valdez oil spill. National interests are truly at stake in this process as most of the oiled
shorelines were within the boundaries of conservation units designated by the Alaska National
Interest Lands Act. As well, the federal Trustees must represent the interests of the natural
resources for all Americans.

Foremost, we are concerned that most of this year’s restoration funds are already spent
by the Trustees--before meaningful public input--and we believe that the government should
not reimburse itself for the damage assessment studies until after meaningful restoration
begins, if at all. The Wilderness Society recommends that most of the civil settlement money
be used to protect fish and wildlife habitat within the coastal forests, rivers, and shorelines by
purchasing development rights and/or land on a willing seller basis. In many areas slated for
logging this must begin without delay or the resources will be lost before the funds are there.

Furthermore, we believe that the Trustees must uphold their responsibilities to the
natural resources they are vested to protect for the public, beyond what happens in the civil
settlement process, for monitoring and assessing long-term ecological effects of the oil spill.
We want to have the information in the long run that documents these effects. For example,
after the Santa Barbara oil spill twenty years ago, research projects ended after two years, so
there is not evidence of long-term effects but that doesn’t mean that they did not occur.
However, the restoration funds must not be viewed as the primary source of money for this
research and monitoring effort. At the very least, the administrative overhead agencies are
charging as a part of the damage closeout and restoration study budgets has already been
appropriated separately and should be eliminated.

We strongly believe that the Public Advisory Group (PAG) should be comprised of the
full array of interests damaged by the spill and that members should be selected by the
interests groups they represent, not appointed or nominated by the Trustee Council. We
recommend that interests represented by the Public Advisory Group include: local
environmental groups, national environmental groups, commercial fishermen, tourism,

ALASKA REGION
430 WEST 7TH AVENUE, ANCHORAGE, AK 99501
TEL. (907) 272-9453 FAX (907) 274-4145
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commercial recreation, individual recreation, sport hunting and fishing, subsistence hunting and
fishing, regional Native corporations, village Native corporations, Native village councils, and
local spill-impacted community governments. As well, the Group should have subcommittees
comprised of other people who are not on the committee itself to represent various
geographical regions. This will allow greater participation by the affected interests and a
stronger approach to consensus building,

The Public Advisory Group should make consensus decisions where possible, but
majority recommendations with minority views should also be put forward to the Trustee
Council. If the Trustee Council acts contrary to the recommendations of the Public Advisory
Group, it should justify its reasons with written findings of fact.

We believe that two non-voting members (chosen by the Public Advisory Group) should
be placed on the Trustee Council, as was done by the Trustees of the Shell oil spill settlement
in California. This is the only way to ensure that input from the Public Advisory Group is a
meaningful part of the Trustees decision-making process as mandated by the Court. As well,
all decisions made by the Trustee Council should be summarized by the Council for the public
as soon as possible,

The Public Advisory Group should be chartered and budgeted to hire its own staff, and
receive adequate funding for reimbursing members for the cost of travel, telephone calls, etc.
However, notification of the public concerning Trustee council meetings and collating of
general public comments should remain the responsibility of the Trustee Council. The Group
must have access to the restoration team, the habitat acquisition team, and the chief scientist
to have as complete of information as possible for making recommendations.

In addition to the Public Advisory Group, we believe that the public deserves the
opportunity for continued direct contact with the Trustees. As has been done thus far,
comments from the general public should be taken at the end of each Trustee Council
Meeting-- and in all cases prior to finalization of significant decisions. The Trustee Council
should continue to hold meetings in Anchorage and other communities within the spill affected
region. As well, we believe that the Trustee Council members themselves should actually visit
each of the spill-impacted communities to hear for themselves the public’s opinions and to see
the areas first-hand. This is far more important that their reading summaries of our comments
that have been filtered through a summarizing process. Having the opportunity to comment
is not the same as "meaningful public participation” in the decision-making process.

The Wilderness Society is a national conservation organization with 350,000 members
nationwide, nearly 2,000 of whom live in Alaska and many who reside along or use the
shorelines of areas affected by the spill. The Wilderness Society has had a longstanding
commitment to protection of the natural values and integrity of Alaska’s park, refuges, forests,
and other public Jands and was influential in passage of the Alaska National Interest Lands
Conservation Act. We appreciate this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

Pamela A. Miller
Asst. Regional Director



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 24, 1992

Pamela A. Miller

The Wilderness Society
430 West 7th Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Ms. Miller:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the Public Advisory Group,
development of public participation policies and the restoration projects you
believe are most important for the Trustee Council to implement following
the Exxon Valdez oil spill. The Trustee Council will make decisions about
some aspects of the Public Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for
April 27, beginning at 10 a.m. at 645 G Street in Anchorage. If you are going to
be in Anchorage you might consider attending. Public comments will be
accepted between 5:00-7:00 p.m. Alternatively, transcripts of all trustee
Council meetings can be obtained from the Oil Spill Public Information
Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments and suggestions, along with those
received from other members of the public, will be carefully considered as the
Trustee Council makes decisions about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.

Sincerely yours,

Duse ﬁﬁbm/%é

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior



Sk CHENEGA CORPORATION

Post Office Box 60
~ Chenega Bay, Alaska 99574-0060
' {907) 573.5118

December 17, 13851

EXXON VALDEZ OIL SPILL RESTORATION
AND DAMAGE ASSESSMENT TRUSTEE COUNCIL

Mr. Michael Barton, Regional

Mr. Charles Cole, Attorney
Forester, USDA Forest Service

General, State of Alaska

ATTHN:

Commissioner

Mr. John Sandor,
Department of Environmental
Conservation, State of Alaska

Mr. Carl Rosier, Commissioner
Department of Fish & Game
State of Alaska

Mr. Steven Pennoyer, Regional
Director, Naticnal Ocean;c
& Atmospheric Administration

Mr., Curtis McVee, Special
Assistant to the Secretary
of Alaska Department of
Interior

Dear Sirs:

I understand that the Trustee Councils' task at the December 19, 1991
Public Meeting is to select representatives to the Public Advisory

Group.

As officer to the Chenega Corporation, I have for two and one half
years assisted in the development of a program responsive to oil -spills
in the Prince William Sound. As a resident of Chenega Bay, I know
70% of lands owned by the Chenega Corporation was directly impacted

by the 1989 Exxon Valdez Oil Spill. Chenega Corporation has
participated in land surveys 1989 and 1990, performed clean-up -
operations as well as administered clean-up _operations through the_

State Local Response Program and Exxon.

As the village most heavily impacted by the Exxon Valdez O0il Spill,
we have endeavored to stay abreast of every aspect of post-spill

activities and concerns.

Chenegans' have for centuries inhabited the ,?rince William Sound.

Historically, we are the oldest Native wvillage in the Prince William
Sound. oOur understanding of the ecosystem in the Prince William Socund
is derived from our  existence off of the environment. It is this
traditional knowledge that has sustained ocur survival.
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Chenega Corporation is gqualified to assist you in 'thé“'a'e'_léermina.tion :
of Restoration planning, Assessment and Implementatlon of what
activities can be planned for.- the Prince William Sound.. o T

' We request your consideration that we be part of the Natlve Publlc

Advzsory Group.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely Yours,

Cosafd 0. Wik

CarolAnii Wilson
Vice President

‘caw/jlk

pc: File
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Decamber 17, 1891

EXON VRLDEZ OIL SPILL RESTORATION
AND DEMRCGE ASSESSMENT TRUSTEE COUNCIL

ATTN:  Mr, Charles Cole, tﬁorney
General, Stete of Alaszk=

Mr. John Sandor, Commissioner
Department ¢ Environmental
Consarvation, State of Alasks

Mr. Carl Rosier, Commissicnar

Departmant of Fish & Came
State of Alaskz

NDaezr Sirs:

- CHENEGA CORPORATION
' Post Offfce Bax 60
Chenegn Bay, Alusia 995740060
- (907} 573-5118 ’

Mr. Michael Bartor, Regionzl
Forestar, USDA Forsst Servica

Mr. Staven Pennoyer, Regional
Diractor, Nationzl Qceznic
& Atmospheric Administration . -

My, Curtis Mcvee, Special
Assistant o the Secrefary
0f 2laskz Deparcment of
Iaterior

T understand that the Trustee Councils' task at the Dacember 19, 1991
Public Meeting is +o select representatives To the Public Advisory

Group.

As officer to +hs Chanega Corporation, I have for two and one half
years assisted in the development of & program responsive to oil -spills

in the Prince William Sound. As & rasident of Chenegz Bay,
70% of laznds owned by the Chenega Corporation was directly impacted
0il sSpill.
1sgg
operacions as well as administered clean-up coperatioms through the
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our understanding of the ecosystem in the Prince William Sound ..
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Chanega Corporaticon is qualified to assist you in the &etem_na..lon 3
of Restoration plamx..ng, Assessmen’: and Implementat_cn o wh.a.t :
activitias can be planned for the Prmce W:t.ll:.e.m Saound. - .-,- ;o . G

‘We req_uest your cans:.dera.__cn tna.t we be pa:t of 1*_113 Ha.z:z.ve Punl:.c'
Adv:r.scazy croup. - ] .

Thank you for your consideration.

[

' Sinmcerely Tours,

Carolant Wilson
Vice Praesident

Caw/jlk

pc: File




Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Carol Ann Wilson

Chenega Corpl[oration

P.O. Box 60

Chenega Bay, AK 99574-0060

Dear Ms. Wilson:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

A é«&

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and tnterior
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Prince William Sound % g, «L:Rpjors

Aquaculture Corporation

P.O. Box 1110 Cordova, Alaska 99574-1110 Phone (907) 424-7511 FAX (907) 424-7514
821 N St. #101B Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3285 Phone (907) 274-6066 FAX (907) 274-1959

December 23, 1991

Mr. Charles Cole

Attorney General, State of Alaska
P.O. Box K

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Cole:

I attended a meeting of the Oil Spill Trustees Council, which was held in Anchorage on December
19th. Theard the presentations of agency people, who described the level of funding required to carry
out their assessment and restoration plans. As regards those plans, I was pleased that you questioned
the agency plans and the wisdom of proceeding with projects prior to the time that a public advisory
group is activated.

The state agencies have been working hard at preparing proposals for the expenditure of oil spill
restoration funds. At the same time, several municipalities and fisheries organizations are dependent
on the Sound's natural resources for their economic existance. The Prince William Sound
Agquaculture Corporation, (PWSAC) as a specific example, operates large salmon hatcheries at four
locations within the Sound. We are funding the restoration of what should be the largest sockeye
stock (Coghill) in the Sound, and are releasing king and coho salmon smolts at several locations in an
effort to develop sport fisheries throughout the Sound. We work cooperatively with the ADF&G on
the evaluation of interactions between wild and enhanced salmon, and also support biological
oceanographic research which is conducted by the University of Alaska.

In previous letters, I have asked the Trustees to consider the establishment of a fund which would
support state agencies and PWSAC in their cooperative evaluation studies. However, we were not
contacted by agency people during the time that their project proposals were in preparation. For this
and other reasons I believe it is essential to form a public advisory committee, along with
administrative support, which will work with the Trustee Council in defining the restoration
program for the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

I wish you and the Trustees well in your endeavors.

Sincerely, RECEIVED
Qﬂ NN~ »/Qr\ DEC 31 1991
John McMullen R HSST SERVICE
President _ 10, E&AM, RO

copies:
C. Rosier, Commissioner, ADF&G
J. Sandor, Commissioner, ADEC
M. Barton, Regional Forester, USFS
S. Pennoyer, Regional Director, NMFS
C. McVee, Special Assistant, USDI
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Prince William Sound

Aquaculture Corporation
P.O. Box 1110 Cordova, Alaska 99574-1110
821 N St. #101B Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3285

Micheal Barton, Regional Forester
USFS

P.0O. Box 21628

Juneau, AK 99802



Prince William Sound
Aquaculture Corporation

P.O. Box 1110 Cordova, Alaska 99574-1110 Phone (507) 424.7511 FAX (907) 424.7514
821 N St. #1018 Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3285 Phone (907) 274-6066 FAX (907) 274-1959
December 23, 1991

Mr. Charles Cole

Attorney General, State of Alaska
P.O.Box K

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Cole:

I attended a meeting of the Oil Spill Trustees Council, which was held in Anchorage on December
19th. Theard the presentations of agency people, who described the level of funding required to carry
out their assessment and restoration plans. As regards those plans, I was pieased that you questioned
the agency plans and the wisdom of proceeding with projects prior to the time that a public advisory
group is activated.

The state agencies have been working hard at preparing proposals for the expenditure of oil spill
restoration funds. At the same time, several municipalities and fisheries organizations are dependent
on the Sound'’s natural resources for their economic existance. The Prince William Sound
Aquaculture Corporation, (PWSAC) as a specific example, operates large salmon hatcheries at four
locations within the Sound. We are funding the restoration of what should be the largest sockeye
stock (Coghill) in the Sound, and are releasing king and coho salmon smolts at several locations in an
effort to develop sport fisheries throughout the Sound. We work cooperatively with the ADF&G on
the evaluation of interactions between wild and enhanced salmon, and also support biological
oceanographic research which is conducted by the University of Alaska.

In previous letters, I have asked the Trustees to consider the establishment of a fund which wouid
support state agencies and PWSAC in their cooperative evaluation studies. However, we were not
contacted by agency people during the time that their project proposals were in preparation. For this
and other reasons I believe it is essential to form a public advisory committee, along with
administrative support, which will work with the Trustee Council in defining the restoration
program for the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spilL.

I wish you and the Trustees well in your endeavors.

Siadyﬁ.w A

. John McMullen _
President . AECEIVEDR
DEC 3% 1891
copies: AD.EC _
C. Rosier, Commissioner, ADF&G EOMMIBSIONER' € CFF e

J. Sandor, Commissioner, ADEC

M. Barton, Regional Forester, USFS

S. Pennoyer, Regional Director, NMFS
C. McVee, Special Assistant, USDI
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Prince William Sound
Aquaculture Corporation

P.0. Box 1110 Cordova, Alaska 99574-1110 Phone (907) 424-7511 FAX (907} 424-7514
821 N St. #101B Anchorage, Alaska 995013285 Phone (907) 274-6066 FAX (907) 274-1959

December 23, 1991

Mr. Charles Cole

Attorney General, State of Alaska
P.O.Box K

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Cole:

I attended a meeting of the Oil Spill Trustees Council, which was held in Anchorage on December
19th. Theard the presentations of agency people, who described the level of funding required to carry
out their assessment and restoration plans. As regards those plans, I was pleased that you questioned
the agency plans and the wisdom of proceeding with projects prior to the time that a public advisory
group is activated.

The state agencies have been working hard at preparing proposals for the expenditure of oil spill
restoration funds. At the same time, several municipalities and fisheries organizations are dependent
on the Sound's natural resources for their economic existance. The Prince Williarmn Sound
Aquaculture Corporation, (PWSAC) as a specific example, operates large salmon hatcheries at four
locations within the Sound. We are funding the restoration of what should be the largest sockeye
stock (Coghill) in the Sound, and are releasing king and coho salmon smolts at several locations in an
effort to develop sport fisheries throughout the Sound. We work cooperatively with the ADF&G on
the evaluation of interactions between wild and enhanced salmon, and also support biological
oceanographic research which is conducted by the University of Alaska.

In previous letters, I have asked the Trustees to consider the establishment of a fund which would
support state agencies and PWSAC in their cooperative evaluation studies. However, we were not
contacted by agency people during the time that their project proposals were in preparation. For this
and other reasons I believe it is essential to form a public advisory committee, along with
administrative support, which will work with the Trustee Council in defining the restoration
program for the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

I wish you and the Trustees well in your endeavors.

" John McMullen
President ' HECEIVED
DEC 31 1991
copies: ADEC _
C. Rosier, Commissioner, ADF&G EOVMIBSIONER' € QFFCE

J. Sandor, Commissioner, ADEC

M. Barton, Regional Forester, USFS

5. Pennoyer, Regional Director, NMFS
C. McVee, Special Assistant, USDI



Prince William Sound
Aquaculture Corporation

P.O. Box 1110 Cordova, Alaska 99574-1110 Phone (907) 424-7511 FAX (907} 424-7514
821 N St. #101B Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3285 Phone (907) 274-6066 FAX (907} 274-1959

December 23, 1991

Mr. Charles Cole

Attorney General, State of Alaska
P.O. Box K

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Mr. Cole:

I attended a meeting of the Oil Spill Trustees Council, which was held in Anchorage on December
19th. Theard the presentations of agency people, who described the level of funding required to carry
out their assessment and restoration plans. As regards those plans, I was pleased that you questioned
the agency plans and the wisdom of proceeding with projects prior to the time that a public advisory
group is activated.

The state agencies have been working hard at preparing proposals for the expenditure of oil spill
restoration funds. At the same time, several municipalities and fisheries organizations are dependent
on the Sound's natural resources for their economic existance. The Prince William Sound
Aquaculture Corporation, (PWSAC) as a specific example, operates large salmon hatcheries at four
locations within the Sound. We are funding the restoration of what should be the largest sockeye
stock (Coghill) in the Sound, and are releasing king and coho salmon smolts at several locations in an
effort to develop sport fisheries throughout the Sound. We work cooperatively with the ADF&G on
the evaluation of interactions between wild and enhanced salmon, and also support biclogical
oceanographic research which is conducted by the University of Alaska.

In previous letters, [ have asked the Trustees to consider the establishment of a fund which would
support state agencies and PWSAC in their cooperative evaluation studies. However, we were not
contacted by agency people during the time that their project proposals were in preparation. For this
and other reasons I believe it is essential to form a public advisory committee, along with
administrative support, which will work with the Trustee Council in defining the restoration
program for the area impacted by the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

I wish you and the Trustees well in your endeavors.

John McMullen
President ‘ RECEIVED
DEC 31 1991
copies: AD.EC
C. Rosier, Commissioner, ADF&G COMMIBSIONER' 8 OFFICE

__—}. Sandor, Commissioner, ADEC
M. Barton, Regional Forester, USFS
S. Pennoyer, Regional Director, NMFS
C. McVee, Special Assistant, USDI



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

John McMullen

Prince William Sound Aguaculture Corporation
P.O. Box 1110

Cordova, AK 99574-1110

Dear Mr. McMullen:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

}IM( %55&5 / gz

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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Decemnber 3, 1991

curt McVee

Department of the Interior
office of the Secretary
1689 ¢ street, Suite 100
Anchorage, AK 99501-5151

Mike Barton, Regional Director
USDA Forest Service

P.O. Box 21628

Juneau, AK 95802

Steve Pennoyer, Regiconal Director

National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration
P.O. Box 21668

Juneaun, AK 29802-1668

John Sandor, Commissioner

Departunent of Environmmental Conservation
P.O. Box O

Juneau, AK 99811

Carl Rosier, Commissioner
Department of Fish and Game
P.0., Box 3-2000 '
Juneau, AK 99802

Charles E. Cole, Attorney General
P.O. Box X
Juneauy, AK 993811

Al Ewing

Environmental Protection Agency
222 W. 7th Avenue, #19
Anchorage, AK 99513

RE: Meaningful ‘Public Participation in the Restoration Process

Dear Trustee Council Members:

As you know, the Memorandum of Agreement and Consent Decree
between the United States and the State of Alaska in settlement
of the Exxon Valdez oil spill litigation requires that an

"organizational structure for decision making” be established,

including "procedures providing for meaningful public:

participation in the injury assessment and restoration process"

and the "establishment of a public advisory group®.

The Alaska Center for. the Ehvironment, the Sierra Club, and seven

other environmental organizations submitted comments and
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suggesticns raegarding meaningful public participation in a letter
dated April 18, 1991. Those comments are for the most part still
timely and relevant, and are incorporated herein by reference,

Tt ig our understanding that the Trustees are currently
establishing the organizational structure and the configuration
and role of the public advisory group. It is our understanding
that meetings have been held regarding these issues without the
benefit of public input. We believe strongly that it is
inappropriate for the Trustees to pursue these important matters
behind closed doors and without full participation of the public.
Such disregard for the spill-impacted communities still reeling
from the environmental, social, and psychological affects of the
Exxon Valdez disaster can only lead to a long, contentious, and
ill-advised conflict between the state and federal agencies and
many segments of the public.

While we applaud the announcement of the December 5 meeting in
Anchorage as a public meeting, we note that advance notice of
less than a week was provided, and we are concerned that
decisions relating to the three agenda items have already bheen

"made in previcus closed door meetings of the Trustees, We are

also concerned that the meeting annocuncements do not state
whether opportunities for public testimony will be provided. We
urge you to provide the opportunity for meaningful public
participation at the December 5 meeting, including the deferral
of any decisions until after adequate opportunity for meaningful
public participation.

To this end, we request that you release in draft form for public
review and comment the proposed organizational structure, and we
look forward to the opportunity to provide input at that time.

In the meantime we respectfully suggest the following be
incorporated into the draft organizational structure:

1. The appropriate expenditure of- settlement monies, and
public support for these expenditures, can only occur if
there is substantial involvement of an active, informed, and
balanced public advisory group. The advisory group should
be given access to all Trustee, Trustee Council, Management
Council, and agency working group meetings, and to all
scientific data. In addition to regularly scheduled public
advisory group meetings, the Trustees Council should be
required to meet with the public advisory group as necessary
to review and discuss all decisions regarding the
development of restoration plans and the expenditure of
settlement monies:

The public advisory dgroup should include representation
of a variety of public interests, and these representatives
should be selected by the interests they represent, not by
the Trustees, the Governor, or the President. We regret to
note that the Hickel administration has a woeful track
record in regard to providing the opportunity for diverse
interests to participate on boards and advisory groups. For
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example, the statutorily mandated commercial fishing and
environmental seats on the state Becard of Forestry have heen
left vacant by the Hickel Administration in lieu of the
appointment in good faith of someone who may represent a
viewpoint different from the Governor's; letters of
nomination regarding these seats from the fishing and
envirormental communities have been ignored.

our letter dated April 18, 1991 included an Attachment
1 which outlined our proposal for the public advisory group.
Enclosed please find a copy of Attachment 1.

The public¢ advisory group should be provided with a
small independently paid staff to give the advisory group
the capability and independence to have a meaningful role in
the process. The group should meet regularly (at least bi-
monthly) in spill impacted communities (location on a
rotating basis), and should be provided with an adequate
telephone, photocopying, and travel budget as well as a
reasonable per diem to enable full and effective
participation by all members. The public advisory group-
should also be provided with a budget to cover the expense
of acquiring independent expert assistance to help review
scientific data and research proposals.

2. "Meaningful public participation“ should also include:

A. Public participation should not be limited to an
advisory role only. We recommend that public members
with voting power be on the Trustee Council itself.

The Chair and Vice~chair of the public advisory group
could serve as the public representatives on the
Trustee Council. This would ensure that the
recommendations of the advisory group will be given
real weight, and would enhance public confidence in the
decision-making process.

B. Release of the proposed orqanizational structure,
the proposed configuration and rdle of the. public
advisory group, the proposed public. particlpation
opportunities, and the proposed criteria for- deciding
how to spend the settlement monies, for public revxew
and comment. - ' S

C. Public neetings in spill impacted communities and
Anchorage, after the development of the proposals
outlined in (A), in order to fully explain the terms
and c¢onditions of the settlement to the general public
and(to receive public comment on the proposals outlined
“in (A).

D. Opportunities for publie¢ involvement in the
development of draft annual restoration plans and other
proposals, including proposals for expenditure of the
settlement monies, and the release of these plans and
proposals for public review and comment; these plans



and proposals should include a discussion of the
options available within the parameters established by

the setilement.

E. Regularly scheduled Trustee Council meetings held in
Splll impacted communities, open to the public and
including opportunities for public testimony, in order
to facllitate and ensure information flow from the
Trustees to the public and receipt of information and
comments from the public to the Trustees.

F. Data on natural resource damage and the results from
ongoing damage assessment studies must be made public.
The public can have a meaningful role in this process
only if the nature and extent of harm suffered by
different species and habitats, the predicted extent of
future harm, and the success or lack thereof of
restoration projects, is known.

We are eager to meet with you in person to discuss our concerns
more fully, and we suggest the afternoon of December 5 as an
appropriate opportunity, at the time and place of your
convenience. We appreciate your consideration of our concerns,
and once again urge you to release the draft organizational
structure for public review and comment.

Sincerely,

Sue Libenson, Pamela Brodie

Executive Director Assocliate Alaska Representatlve
Alaska Center Sierra Club

for the Environment
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ATTACRMENT 1

A PROFOSAL FOR A PUBLIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Introdugtion ‘
ed as part of the proposed

Thiz memorandum proposes a structure and membership for an
advisory committee that could bs form

Exxon Yaidez settlemeopnt.
Mepbers ‘

We feal it is important to list categories of interests, not

speciftic groups.
‘The categories we suggestd:

-~ Environmental groups
national

Alaska
Prince willian Sound

~= Fighing groups
commercial

gport

~~ Recreational interest§
low impact (kayaking, hiking, etc.)

touriam A

~= Natives
{non-profit (subsistence) oniy}

Chugach/PWNS
Kodiak/Xenai

-~ Blected representatives of oiled communities

-~ Archeological/cultural/historical
(professional representation)

-~ Seientific
[outside scientists only, i.e., not permanant goveynment
employees;: also should have no contracts, ete, with Exxon,

Alyeska, apd AlyegXa owner companies]
Alaska scientiat{s} with PWS focus
iropment

eclentist(s) whe studies Alasks env
scientist{s) with relavant experience

1 unere more than ocne subcategory is listed, we are
suggesting that therae be at least one representative for each

subcategory.
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Mechapnices of Adviepry Copmittes
our goal is to devise & process which will &llovw the advimory
As

committea meaningful participation in tha work of tha trust.
part of this, we feel it is important to make the committea as

independent and as well-supported as pessible.

.65

Yo -

We auggest that:
=~ the committee have a small, paid staff and thesme ataff menbers
will not be employees of the trustees' respective agencies:

~~ the committes members will have their expensas paid and will

have a per diem; ,
e the commititea wlill meet bi-monthly and in ccnsultftion with
will

their gtaff and with government agendy professionals

propose an annual workplan/epending plan for tha trust; this plan

will include a reascnable list of options from which the trustees
only from

would c¢hoess (trustées would have te choosse options

this list, however)t
~= the staff should include & public participation expert and a
scheme of adequats public participation should be guaranteedi

-~ the committea would be chaired by a distinguished publie
citizen (for example, Jay Hampmond or Russell Train) and menbers
of the committee would he chosen by the

§ nake up tha specific

groups/organizations/individuals tha
private

categories of interests liasted above
mediators/facilitators could be used to aid in this selection

r

process.

2 his would include the following agenciss’' professional
Alaska: F&G, DEC, DNR; US; EPA, NOAA (NMF8), USFS,

ataffa:
USP&WS, NPS.

3 rhe parties involved in the Exxon Yaldez oil spill
litigation who are included in thesa suggested catagories could
be consulted as part of this selection process. _



Exxon Valdez Qil Spilt Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Sue Libenson

Alaska Center for the Environment
519 W 8th Ave., Suite 201
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Ms. Libenson:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you and Ms. Brodie for your suggestions regarding development of
public participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon
Valdez oil spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received
from other members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee
Council and the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the
-Public Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Phoe /%/9/9%%4

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Envi_ronmental Consen_'valion
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior






Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 “"G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Pamela Brodie

Sierra Club

241 E 5th Ave.
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Ms. Brodie:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you and Ms. Libenson for your suggestions regarding development of
public participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon
Valdez oil spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received
from other members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee
Council and the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the
Public Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

@M/ﬂ’%éms V3

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc. Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmentat Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agricuiture, and interior
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519 West 8th Ave. #201 ® Anchorage, Alaskg&?fr)_(_)} ). (907)

February 13, 1992 o aps

Trustee Council

c¢/0 Mr. David Gibbons
645 G Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

RE: Public Process for Exxon Valdez Spill Restoration

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

The Alaska Center for the Environment welcomes the opportunity to
comment on the above referenced spill restoration process. We
believe that full public involvement is essential to a successful
restoration effort. Towards that end, we make the £following

comments :

1. The Public Advisory Group (PAG) mandated by the Settlement
should be composed of thirteen members selected by the interest
groups they represent, not appointed by the Trustee Council or
other governmental officials. We emphasize this point because the
very validity and credibility of the PAG depends on trust and a
good working relationship between the PAG members, the public they
represent, and the Trustee Council they are advising.
Unfortunately, the current state administration has a documented
history of appointing individuals to advisory groups who are not
representative of the interests they are supposed to represent.
A case in point is the Alaska Board of Forestry. The current
"representative" of environmental organizations, a seat mandated
by statute, was not selected from the list of nominees submitted
by the environmental community.

The PAG should be composed of one representative each of the
following interests:

- Local and regional environmental groups
- National environmental groups

- Commercial fishermen

- Agquaculture

- Tourism

- Commercial recreation

- Private recreation

- Sport hunting and fishing

- Subsistence hunting and fishing

- Regional native corporations

- Village native corporations

- Native village councils

- Local spill-impacted community governments

e

ﬂuﬁ/ j %5/?2 )7%

Alaska Center for the Environment
274-3621




The PAG should be allowed full access to all Restoration Team and
other agency staff meetings, as well as full access to the Trustee
Council.

2. The PAG should be allcwed to select two of its members to
represent the public as non-voting members of the Trustee Council.
Precedent for this was established by the Trustees of the Shell 0il
Spill Bettlement in California, which has two non-veoting members
representing the public.

3. The PAG should have subcommittees, composed of individuals who
are not PAG members, representing the several geographic regions
within the spill-impacted area.

4. The PAG should be provided a budget sufficient to enable it to
hire at least two staff persons to serve at the pleasure of the PAG
in order to assist in setting up meetings, faclilitating
communication flow between PAG members, between PAG members and the
Trustee Council, between PAG members and Restoration staff, between
PAG members and the interests they represent, and between the PAG
and the general public. Staff should have day to day involvement
with the Restoration Team. The budget should also include adeguate
funds for travel to meetings, telephone calls, printing, per diem,
and other expenses. Assuming one PAG meeting per month, an annual
budget of $250,000 to $300,000 would be necessary.

5. The Trustee Council should be held accountable £for their
decisions. If the Trustee Council acts contrary £o the
recommendations of the PAG, it should have to justify its actions
with "written £findings of fact" prior to proceeding with the
actions in gquestion.

6. The Trustee Council should continue to hold regular public
meetings in Anchorage and other communities within the spill-
impacted region so that the general public can review and comment
on draft restoration plans. And since the spill impacted federally
managed national interest lands, public meetings should be held in
the Lower 48 as well.

7. Adequate involvement of the general public can be assisted by
the establishment of an information office staffed by a public
involvement specialist.

8. We oppose the idea being forwarded by a few individuals that a
series of public advisory groups be established, each representing
a different interest, which would recommend how to spend monies
earmarked for those interests by the Trustee Council. This scheme
fails to provide a mechanism £for public input to the Trustee
Council on how the monies would be "divided", fails to address the
overlapping concerns of many interests, and perpetuates an attitude
of "pork barrel" politics. The diversity of interests should come
together in a common PAG in oxder to provide the most valuable and
credible advice to the Trustee Council.



In addition, we have the following general comments:

9. The Trustee Council must immediately address the question of
legislative and ceongressional appropriation powers. The Alaska
constitution requires that the legislature appropriate all monies.
The Trustee Council must immediately negotiate with the legislature
a procedural solution to this problem so that restoration monies
can be utilized for habitat acquisition and other restoration
projects immediately.

106. We adamantly oppose the idea being forwarded by the Alaska
Department of Environmental Conservation and others to place most
of the Settlement money into an endowment. This is a thinly veiled
attempt to 1limit the amount of money immediately available to
pursue habitat acquisition and other restoration projects. This
does not comply with the spirit or intent of the Settlement, by
essentially locking up the funds now when they are needed most.
It is unclear how endowment funds available in the distant future,
say the year 2101 A.D., could be used to "restore" the impacted
areas.

Broad segments of the public have stated repeatedly that
acquisition of fish and wildlife habitat and recreation sites is
the most appropriate and valuable way in which settlement funds
can be utilized. It is necessary for the amount of funds available
for these acquisitions be maximized now and over the next ten
years, in the face of imminent logging and other development
activities. An endowment does not respond to this public need.

11. We oppose continuing efforts by the agencies to fund their
operating budgets with settlement monies. We also oppose the use
of settlement funds for unnecessary scientific studies. All
efforts should focus on maximizing the funds available for habitat
acquisition,

12. We are dismayed by the concerns expressed by certain Trustee
Council members regarding habitat acgquisition, based on
philosophical opposition to acquisition of privately owned
resources with public funds. Philesophical opposition
notwithstanding, the Trustee Council must seek to maximize the
restoration o0f the spill-impacted areas with the limited monies
available. Public support for habitat acquisition and the presence
of willing sellers provides a clear opportunity to maximize private
realization of capital assets and long term economic diversity in
local communities. Given that the future economic well-being of
local spilli-impacted communities depends on a diversity of forest
dependent industries such as commercial fishing, sport fishing and
hunting, recreation, tourism, and subsistence uses, habitat
acquisition is essential for economic as well as biological
reasons.



We apprecliate your careful consideration of our comments. If you
have any gquestions, please do not hesitate to contact us.

State Lands Specialist
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Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 19, 1992

Alan Phipps

Alaska Center for the Environment
519 West 8th Ave. #201

Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Phipps:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments, along with those received from other members of the
public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and the Restoration
Team make decisions about establishment of the Public Advisory Group and
other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your making us aware of your ideas and concerns.
If you have additional comments or questions, please feel free to contact me
in care of the address above.

Sincerely yours,

.

Dave Gibbons
Interim Administrative Director

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior



HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES -W
WASHINGTON, D.C.20515 &
DoN YOUNG 3)Z

CONGRESSMAN FOR ALL ALASKA

March 5, 1992

Regional Forester
Department of Agriculture
PO Box 21628

Juneau, AK 99802-1628

Mike Barton ‘¥l@' .
lk \I‘\

Dear Mike: ﬁ4(

It’s come to my attention that John Merrick has been
nominated to serve on the "Exxon Valdez 0il Spill Public Advisory
Group." John is a long time Alaskan. He has a great knowledge
of resource management having worked for the Bureau of Land
Management as an Area Manager in Alaska.

I personally feel that John’s educational and professional
experiences qualifies him as an outstanding candidate for this
advisory group.

Please add my name to those that also support Mr. Merrick
for this position.

Sincerely,

DON YOUNG
Congressman for all Alaska

DY/cjz:nml
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20515

Mike Barton

Regional Forester
Department of Agriculture
PO Box 21628

Juneau, AK 99802-1628




Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 7, 1992

Representative Don Young
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Representative Young:

Your letter to Mike Barton has been forwarded to me for response. Thank
you for your nomination of John Merrick to serve on the Public Advisory
Group to advise the Trustee Council on restoration projects following the
Exxon Valdez oil spill.

The Trustee Council will soon be soliciting nominations for the Public
Advisory Group. The process to be followed will be discussed at the Trustee
Council meeting scheduled to begin at 10:00 a.m. on April 27 at 645 G Street in
Anchorage. I will make sure that your nomination of John Merrick is
entered info the public record.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

AZ_LZ«@

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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Reprasentative Cliff Davidson
Cheliman {

STATE OF ALASKA e
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House Resources Committes S B, oS Aok AK 29615
N\ «111907)"484-8260

Me. Charles Cole
Attornay General
Department of Law
P.0. Box K

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Mr. John Sandor, Commigsionar

Dapartment of Environmantal Conservation
P.0O, Box O
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Mr. carl Rosier

Alaska Dspartment ¢f Fish & Game
P.0. Box 3-2000
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Messrs. Cole, Sandor and Rosier,

In the coming months, the Exxon Valdaz Trustees wlll be developing
plans to expend money from the recent civil settlement with Exxon
Corporation. As three of the six Trustses overseeing the
restoration funds, your decisions will help determine the course
of rastoration efforts intec the next century. I feel it very
important that yeur initial planning include adeguate public
participation. In that regard, I would like to offar some thoughts
for your conaideration.

The Memcrandum of Agreement' (MOA)} betwean the state and federal

governments commits the Trusteea to the establish a "public
advisory group to advise tha Trustsas." Howevel, merely
egtablishing such a group would not, in my opinion, ensure an

adequate public forum for "meaningful public participation" as
suggested in the MOA. I would like to suggest that you consider
much more comprehensive involveament by the pubklic.

In addition te this broadly representative advisory group of public
members, I bkelieve that you should include public members at all
levela. For example, three individualeg from the public advisory
group could alsge be included as non-voting members of the Trusteeg
Council (parhaps only for thoss decisions relating to restoration).
8imilarly, three (or more) memnbers froem the public advisory group
should also be included on tha Management Team, the Restoration
Planning and Working Group and any other policy or advisory groups

- T voon

3 Bo%Vindunequ, AK.90811
. a1 207),465-2487
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astablished by the  Trustees Council.

I believe this lavel of invelvament will be necessary to bulld the
kind of public support that will make the restoration program
operate with a maximum of public &acceptance and a minimum of
controversy. only by inecluding the publlie in all phases of
planning and decision~making will you establish the trust necessary
to effectively implement your programs.

To promota public accessibility, I beliave that you should conaider
adequately  funding the publie involvement program to make the
Trustses and subgroups accaessible to the public. Hiring a public
information officer and public liajigon would be a good first step,

National polle indicate that public confidence in government at all
lavels is at an all-tima low. The lives of many coastal residents
wers severely disrupted by ths Exxon Valdez oil spill and
subseguent attempts to clean the beaches. Trust in government was
lost as a result. I believe that aggressive and continuing efforts
to encourage public participation in the restoration planning
process ¢&n begin to restore that trust and sarve as a modal of how
govermant should and can work for the peopla.

I hope that you will find these suggestions helpful. If there is
anything I can do to be of assistance in your efferts, please do
not hegitate to contact me. With best regards, '

Cordialiy,

CL#).:-L—

Cliff Davidson, Chairman
House Rasources Commitias

ce:  House Resources Committee
House Judiciary Settlament Subcommittas
Represantative Eileen Maclaan
Senate Rasources Committes
Sanatox Pat Pourchot
Senatoer Jay Kerttula
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645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501

Hm“l Exxon Valdez OQil Spill' Restoration Team
) Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Representative Cliff Davidson
Alaska State Legislature

P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Davidson:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

 We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional

comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

ol D

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF CONMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Marine Fisheries Service

P.0. Box 21668

Juneau, Alaska 99802-1668 /k)ﬁ%;:

January 6, 1992

Representative Gene Kubina
Alaska State Legislature
State Capitocl

P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Kubina:

Thank you for your letter regarding possible membership
composition of the Public Advisory Group to the Trustee Council.
Your suggestion that this Group be composed of community leaders
from the affected region deserves our careful consideration. I
am sharing your letter with the other five Trustee Council
members sc we may collectively discuss your suggestions. I
anticipate that decisions regarding the composition of this Group
will require some immediate attention by the Council and further
discussion is scheduled for our next Council meeting on the
evening of January 10.

Your interest and those of others is most appreciate in this busy
time of organizing for the complex tasks ahead of us. Thank you
very much.

Sincerely,

/&1’;*;;;(95 L b&.c.d,ﬁ__\'
Steven Pennoyer
Director, Alaska Region

C. Cole

C. McVee

C. Rosier -JAN 131992
J. Sandor F. o

R o v "’r'::
\ : -101 t&.AM‘ RO
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RECEIVED
JAN 097992
REGIONAL FORESTER

FOREST SERVICE
JUNEAU, ALASKA
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- Alaska State Legislature %
Chairmsn "'*' e, During

State Affairs

State Gapitot
Committea P.O. Box ¥
_ Juneay, Alsska 99811
Lagistative Gouncll (907) 4854859
Tranaponation During Interim:
Commitiee P.0. Box 2463
Valdez, Alaska 99688
(807} 535-2111

13 December 1991

Michael A. Barton, Regional Forester

U.S.D.A. Forest Service

P.0., Box 21628 .
Juneau, Alaska 99802

Dear Mr. Barton:

As Attorney General Cole stated during the meeting of the Bxxon
Valdez 0il Spill Settlepent Trustee Council meeting on December
5th, things are just getting organized with a lot of work ahead.
Obviocusly, you and the rest of the trustees have many details to
attend to before you begin the actual restoration work.

There was. one issue that came up during the meeting that I feel
very strongly about. This concerns members of the Advisory
Committee. Instead of creating this important body through the
usual appointment process from a list of special interest groups,
I think that the Trustee's would create a very positive message if
they tried another approach. My suggestion is that you let the
mayors (or Presidents, as in the case of the villages) of the
impacted communities either take on this xole or choose a
designate. Further, I would also recommend that any designate be
confirmed by the governing body of the community--whether that be
a ¢ity council or other, elected group.

By choosing community leaders, those who have been selected by
their constituents to represent them on a wide field of issues, von
wilill be sending a cleay message concerning the Trustee s desire to
garner the support and input of as many of the citizens of the
affected region as possible. For that matter, those who are chosen
to represent their communities and villages usually reflect
 mainstream ideas and values. As you are aware, members of spacial
interest groups often represent a very particular constituency.

Mr. Barton, in case wve don't get an opportunity to communicate
before the Noel season is upon us, the very best of Christmas and
the New Year to you and yours.

— DISTRIGT SIX —
« Chenega Bay « Chitina » Cooper Landing « Cordova ¢ Hope « Moose Pass » Seward - Tatitlek » Valdez » Whittier »

O@M
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With warmest regards, B

o ative Gene Kubina
trict Six
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Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501

Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176 --

February 24, 1992

Representative Eugene Kubina
Alaska State Legislature

P.O. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Kubina:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Coundil and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.
Sincerely yours, z

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee ouncil

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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P.O. Box 1(!41432 Anchorage, Alaska 99510, Tel. (907) 277-8234; FAX (907)'- 272—6519n

Curt McVee -
Department of the Interior

1689 C St. -

Anchorage, AK 33501

, _ RECEIVED
Mike Barton - - . ' o “a .
USDA Forest Sﬂrvice Bl : ,DEC 19 1991
P.0O Box 21628 R ' ADEC

Juneau,

AK 998027

NOAA.
P.0O. Box 2166
Juneau, AK 98

John Snndor
DEC

P.0. Box 0O .
Junalu, AK 998

_Carl Rosier

Charles Col
P.0O. Box K-

Re: Public participatlon in the Ez ‘anaIdez restoration procesa.:

Dear Trustee.- Council Mbmbers.

As you know, Greenpeace shares the concerns held by the
environmental community regarding the-expenditure of Exxon Valdez
settlement monies. Greenpeace i3 not confident that the Trustees
Council alone will make expenditure decisions that are entirely

(over)

{3 printed on recycled paper



appropriate and environmentally restorative. We believe the
decision-making process now being established does not include
high quality public participation. Access to decision-making does
net appear to be forthcoming without certain changes.

The December & public meeting held by the Trustee Counclil in
Anchorage did little to relieve concerns or answer questions
about the Council and its evolving organization. Greenpeace
concurs with statements made that evening by members of the
audience that the public must have input at this early stage of
the organization. To postpone input will extinguish the public's
flickering trust that the Council has genuine concern for the
public interest. This public is not limited to envircvomenkal
organizations, but represents people whose lives have been
profoundly affected by the o0il spill, clean up, research, the
settlement and now your decisions. Because the organization is
evolving and few firm decisions have been made so far f{as
Attorney General Cole pointed out), increasing and enhancing the
quality of public participation now should be simple to weave
into the organizational atructure.

We offer the following recommendations as a framework for
meaningful public input which we view as key to sound decision-
making:

1. Involve the public NOW in setting up the Trustee Council
organization. We strongly believe that the public deserves to
particpate firom ihe beginning.

2. Public participation should be established through an active
public advisory group. However, this group should also have
standing in actual decision-making. Its representatives should
have voting power on the Trustee Council itself. Members of this
group should be selected by the public they represent, not by the
Trustees or Federal or State administrations.

3. Public review and comment should be solicited for the
Council's organizational structure, proposals regarding criteria
for settlement expenditures and decisions for these expenditures.

4. Public meetings should be held in communities affected by the
oil spill to fully explain the terms of the settlement and the
Council's mandate. These meetings should also incliude public

comment on the decislon-making process and proposals put forth by
the Council. ' -

5. Data on natural resource damage from the o0il spill must be
made public. Research conducted by or for the Federal and State
government agencies was paid for with tax dollars. Such
information belongs to the public. As long as these data and
study conclusions are kept secret, the public 1Is being denied
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Iairnessi_hd meaningful participation in any decision-making
process se€t up by the Trustees.

These recommendations represent only a framework for how we
believe the Trustees Council should proceed. We urge you to work
with the environmental community and other non-oil industry
interest groups who have submitted recommendations or expressed
interest in participating. Your cooperation will help to enhance
public confidence which is sorely needed before acceptable
decisions can be made.

g e . ..31nce;é;ga".fA? .
N Dorothy; Smith

Ocean Ecology Campaign
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Dorothy Smith
Greenpeace

P.O. Box 104432
Anchorage, AK 99510

Dear Ms. Smith:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.

Sincerely yours,

Snoe Bibhns 4

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agricutture, and Interior
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Re: Publlcrp&rtiélpation in the Exxon Valdez restoration process. é
Dear Trustee Council Members:

As you know, Greenpeace shares the concerns held by the
environmental community regarding the expenditure of Exxon Valdez
settlement monies. Greenpeace is not confident that the Trustees

Council alone will make expenditure decisions that are entirely

(over)

c’ printed on recycled paper



appropriate and environmentally restorative. We believe the
decision-making process now being established does not include
high quality public participation. Access to decision-making does
not appear to be forthcoming without certain changes.

The December 5 public meeting held by the Trustee Council in
Anchorage did little to relieve concerns or answer questions
about the Council and its evolving organization. Greenpeace
concurs with statements made that evening by members of the
audience that the public must have input at this early stage of
the organization. To postpone input will extinguish the public’'s
flickering trust that the Council has genuine concern for the
public interest. This public is not limited to environmental
organizations, but represents people whose lives have been
profoundly affected by the o0il spill, clean up, research, the
settlement and now your decisions. Because the organization is
evolving and few firm decisions have been made so far (as
Attorney General Cole pointed out), increasing and enhancing the
quality of public participation now should be simple to weave
into the organizational structure.

We offer the following recommendations as a framework for

meaningful public input which we view as key to sound decision-
making:

1. Involve the public NOW in setting up the Trustee Council
organization. We strongly believe that the public deserves to
particpate from the beginning.

2. Public participation should be established through an active
public advisory group. However, this group should also have
standing in actual decision-making. Its representatives should
have voting power on the Trustee Council itself. Members of this
group should be selected by the public they represent, not by the
Trustees or Federal or State administrations.

3. Public review and comment should be solicited for the
Council's organizational structure, proposals regarding criteria
for settlement expenditures and decisions for these expenditures.

4. Public meetings should be held in communities affected by the
oil spill to fully explain the terms of the settlement and the
Council's mandate. These meetings should also include public

comment on the decision-making process and proposals put forth by
the Council. -

5. Data on natural resource damage from the oil spill must be
made public. Research conducted by or for the Federal and State
government agencies was paid for with tax dollars. Such
information belongs to the public. As long as these data and
study conclusions are kept secret, the public is being denied

ra
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Ialrnessé&nd meaningful participation in any decision-making
process se€t up by the Trustees.

These recommendations represent only a framework for how we
believe the Trustees Council should proceed. We urge you to work
with the environmental community and other non-oil industry
interest groups who have submitted recommendations or expressed
interest in participating. Your cooperation will help to enhance
public confidence which is sorely needed before acceptable
decisions can be made.
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Anchorage, AK 99513

Re: Public participation in the Exxon Valdez restoration process.
Dear Trustee Council Members:

As you know, Greenpeace shares the concerns held by the
environmental community regarding the expenditure of Exxon Valdez
settlement monies. Greenpeace is not confident that the Trustees
Council alone will make expenditure decisions that are entirely

(over)
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Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Dorothy Smith

Greenpeace
P.O. Box 104432
Anchorage, AK 99510

Dear Ms. Smith:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.

Sincerely yours,

Lnve Hbppns /7

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Envionmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior



Area K Seiners Association
P.Q. Box 2399 Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Phone 907/486-4686 FAX 907/486-7655

December 27th. 199]

Trustees for the Exxon Valdez Spill Settlement .
¢/0 Dave Givens. Director

645 "G" Street

Anchorage, AK 99503

Dear Trustees and Mr. Givens:

QOur organization represents salmon seine fishermen in the Kodiak area and we would like
to comment on the appointment of individuals to the "Public Advisory Group” by pointing out a
few considerations.

There is no citizen or industry group that was more adversely affected by the Exxon spill
than Kodiak seiners. Our fishery was closed the entire spill year unlike salmon fisheries in
Chignik, Cook Inlet, and even Prince William Sound. The Kodiak area is immediateiy
downstream from PWS and the oil impacted us in every form, from scattered tar balls to
beaches oiled two feet thick. At the same time, our fleet had a high leve! of involvement in
clean-up activities through an oil collection program we designed ourselves. In fact, the
program was the genesis of our organization.

When considering appointments {0 the Public Advisory Group, you will naturally want
these individuals - charged with advising on effective restoration measures - to include
representatives from groups closest to the damage. Members of our organization have taken
leadership roles in the Alyeska watchdog group, Regional Citizens Advisory Council; in forest
practices and timber acquisitions; and in the Kodiak Regiona! Aquaculture Association.
Additionaily, members have been aciive in ocean ecology issues, including sea mammal
protection, salmon habitat carrying capacity and inter-regional resource allocations.

In light of these facts, we expect to be included in the Public Advisory Group and look
forward to serving the restoration process. Please keep us informed of the progress in
establishing a Public Advisory Group as we continue 1o monitor the Trustee meetings by

teleconference.

Sincerely,

ety Sehactte~

Kelly Schactler,
Director

cc. Brnie Piper
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 24, 1992

Kelly Schactler

Area K Seiners Association
P.O. Box 2399

Kodiak, AK 99615

Dear Mr. Schactler:

Your letter to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding development of public
participation policies for restoration projects following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about establishment of the Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Phbos /4

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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KACHEMAK BAY CONSERVATION SOCIETY
P. 0. Box 846 e Homer, Alaska 99603

February 10, 1992

Trustee Council

c/o Dave Gibbons
645 G St.
Anchorage, AK 99501

Dear Mr. Gibbons:

The Kachemak Bay Conservation Society has read with dismay preliminary
information about the budget for the Exxon Valdez Settlement money. We
strongly believe that any budget that does not dedicate the bulk of the
money, preferably about 80%, for acquisition of fish and wildlife
habitat and recreation sites in the affected coastal forest areas by
purchasing land and/or development rights from willing sellers is not in
the public’s best interest. Furthermore, these funds should he spent
first to protect lands that could be lost to development if immediate
action is not taken rather than using the morey to pay government
expenses ¢r to fund research projects. Kachemak Bay State Park is a
prime example of an area in a critical habitat that could be clearcut
next summer lf It 15 not purchased this year.

We are also very concerned about the process for determining how the
settlement money is spent. Full public involvement in how these monies
are spent is egsgential. ¥BCS feels that the Public Advisory Group
members should be selected by the groups they represent rather than be
appointed by government officials., The Trustees Council was government
appeointed, so the Advisory Group should be the public’s choice. B2 fair
and balanced representation of interest groups should be established,
We suggest representatives from the following groups: Local
envirenmental, -national environmental, sport hunting and fishing,
substistence hunting and fishing, tourism, regional and village native
corporations, local spill-impacted community governments, commercial
recreation, and private recreation. At least two of the members of the
Public Advisory Group should be placed on the Trustee Council to
represent the public point of view, They should be selected by the
Public Advisory Group.

Regular public meetings must be held to allow public comment on draft
restoration plans and proposed budgets, Meetings should be in Anchorage
and in affected communities within the spill impacted area. The Alaska
statutes governing open meetings should govern all meetings of both the
Trustees Council and the Public Advisory Group. The Public Advisory
Group will need a staff and funds to pay members for their expenses,
The Advisory Group should be able to hire its own staff.

We believe that the process should strive to achieve maximum public
input so the Advisory Group should be encouraged or even required to
work with local groups In impacted communities. The recommendations of
the Public Advisory Committee should carry great weight with the
Trustees Council!. If they declide contrary to the Public Advisory
Committee recommendations, they should be required to- justify to the
public with "written finding of fact®. We want the process to really



mean the public has a say and that their opinions will be truly listened
to.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment .

Sincerely, DATE

N o st | AFTED BY:

e Jwviewed By: 4 32
Nina Faust F

President




Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 276-7178

April 7, 1992

Nina Faust

Kachemak Bay Conservation Society
P.O. Box 846

Homer, AK 99603

- Dear Ms. Faust:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important, and additionally, your comments concerning the
development of public participation policies following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill. The Trustee Council will make decisions about some aspects of the
Public Advisory Group at their meeting scheduled for April 27. If you are
going to be in Anchorage you might consider attending, beginning at 10 a.m.
at the address above. A public comment period will be teleconferenced,
including Homer, from 5:00-7:00 p.m. Alternately, transcripts of all Trustee
Council meetings can be obtained from the Oil Spill Public Information -
Center in Anchorage at 278-8008.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council
makes decisions regarding restoration projects, the establishment of a Public
Advisory Group and other elements of a public involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

G ol

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
. United States: Environmentat Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture and Interior
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PO Box 1911 i [
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KDMIRISYRAT
Feburary 4, 1992
John A. Sanders, Commissioner FEB10 1992
Department of Environmental Conservation ADES
P. 0. Box O g
Juneau, AK 99811-1800 COMMISSIONER' $ OFFICE:

Re: Citizen’'s Advisory Committee for restoration of Prince
William Sound

Dear Mr. Cole:

As a homeowner in Prince William Sound and a director of R/V
BROWN BEAR, Inc, {a research vessel owner that will be operating
in the vicinity of Prince William Sound) I would like to be
placed on the mailing list for the Citizen’'s Advisory Committes.

I strongly support the use of restoration funds to purchase
timber rights in Prince William Sound. The clearcuts around
Cordova and other areas are definately an evesore that destroys
the beauty of the Sound.

I also encourage the appointment of a representative from the
wilderness based tourism industry to the tourism seat on the

Citizen’'s Advisory Committee.

A seat on this committee should also be designated to represent
recreational users.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.
Sincerely,

Kevin Walker



ST &\WE F @m: [Q\SK [1@\ | / WALTER .. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

03-C32LH

DEPARTMENT OF LAW ‘;" PO BOX K—STATE CAPITOL
; JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0300

; PHONE: (907) 465-3600
OFFICE OF THEATTORNEY GENERAL | FAX: (907} 463-5295

February 14, 19292

Kevin Walker
P.0. Box 1911
Seward, AK 99664
Dear Mr. Walker:

Thank you for your letter commenting upon
restoration of the natural resource damage by the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

I am sending a copy of it to the executive

director of the Trustee Council and asking him to place
it in the record of Trustee Council proceedings.

Very truly yours,
L ~ = ‘- C’ L'K

Charles E. Cole
Attorney General

CEC:pml



-;-:' ? 2l ,‘j‘f L,ﬁs il
Kevin Walker Jfk T
PO Box 1911 Ce e ,
Seward, AK 996464 - AT SR

Feburary 4, 1992

Charles E. Cole, Attorney General
Department of Law
P. 0. Box K

Juneau, AK 99811

Re: Citizen’'s Advisary Committee for restoration of Prince
William Sound

Dear Mr. Cole:

As a homeowner in Prince William Sound and a director of R/V
BROWN BEAR, Inc, {a research vessel owner that will be operating
in the vicinity of Prince William Sound) I would like to be
placed on the mailing list for the Citizen's Advisory Committee.

I strongly support the use of restoration funds to purchase
timber rights in Prince William Sound. The clearcuts around

Cordova and other areas are definately an eyesore that destroys
the beauty of the Scound.

1 also encourage the appointment of a representative from the
wilderness based tourism industry to the tourism seat on the

Citizen's Advisory Committee.

A seat on this committee should also be designated to represent
recreational users.

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Sincerely,

i"{@&’l—?ﬂ ‘7’(/ Qéﬁé 4

| 4
Kevin Walker .Y \
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Kevin Walker
PO Box 1911
Seward, AK 9946464

Feburary 4, 1992

Carl L. Rosier, Commissioner
Department of Fish and Game
P. 0. Box 3-2000

Juneau, AK 9802-2000

Re: Citizen's Advisory Committee for restoration of Prince =
William Sound e

Dear Mr. Cole:

As a homeawner in Prince William Sound and a director of R/V
BROWN BEAR, Inc, (a research vessel owner that will be operating
in the vicinity of Prince William Sound) I would like to be
placed on the mailing list for the Citizen’'s Advisory Committee.

I strongly support the use of restoration funds to purchase
timber rights in Prince William Sound. The clearcuts around
Cordova and other areas are definately an eyesare that destroys
the beauty of the Sound.

I also encourage the appointment of a representative from the
wilderness based tourism industry to the tourism seat an the
Citizen's Advisory Committee.

A seat on this committee should also be designated to represent
recreational users.

*

Thank you for your attention on this matter.

Sincerely,

Vseren Wellle

Kevin Walker
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645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

" ’f J .
F&jr Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team

February 21, 1992

Kevin Walker
P.O. Box 1911
Seward, AK 99664-1911

Dear Mr. Walker:

A copy of your letter to Mr. John A. Sandor of the Alaska Department of
Environmental Conservation has been forwarded to me for my comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important, and additionally, your comments concerning the
development of public participation policies following the Exxon Valdez oil
spill.

Your comments and suggestions, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions regarding restoration projects,
establishment of the Public Advisory Group and other elements of a public
involvement program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interimm Administrative Director

cc:  Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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/ WALTER J. HICKEL, GOVERNOR

PO. BOX K—STATE CAPITOL
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0300
PHONE: (907) 465-3600
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL FAX: (907) 463-5295

February 14, 1992

Kevin Walker
P.0O. Box 1911
Seward, AK 99664
Dear Mr. Walker:

Thank you for your letter commenting upon
restoration of the natural resource damage by the Exxon
Valdez oil spill.

I am sending a copy of it to the executive

director of the Trustee Council and asking him to place
it in the record of Trustee Council proceedings.

Very truly yours,

L-.,;'\—n...---’ ‘- l;-f k—g

Charles E. Cole
Attorney General

CEC:pml
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As a commercial fisherman in Prince William Sound, I'm looking for a
strong sign from you that the environmental quality of the Sound will no
longer be compromised by Industry. |

Purchase of timber rights slated for cutting in the Sound is the best way
that restoration and enhancement can be addressed. Clearcutting is presently
proposed from near Cordova westward to Valdez Arm. This clearcutting
poses serious environmental threats potentially as bad or worse than the spill
of Exoron Valdez oil. Clearcutting adds insult to injury to a land already
" stressed by industry negligence and abuse.

=

Every dollar spent in direct acquisition of timber resources will
directly aid the Sound’s ability to continue recovering from the
worst oil spill in our nation’s history.

Please make such restitution your top priority.

Sincerely, L/ o
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K As 2 commercial fisherman in Prince William Sound, I'm looking for a
,,é.*'c,‘{} strong sign from you that the environmental qualiry of the Sound will no
;‘*‘5?1& - longer be compromised by Industry.
N
'-'fg. » Purchase of timber rights slated for curring in the Sound is the best way

. ' that restoration and enhancement can be addressed. Clearcurtting is presently

M\ proposed from near Cordova westward to Valdez Arm. This clearcutting
oses serious environmental threats potentially as bad or worse than the spill
oY of Fxoxon Valdez oil. Clearcutting adds insult to injury to a land already

- stressed by industry negligence and abuse.

A\ Every dollar spent in direct acquisition of timber resources will
' directly aid the Sound’s abiliry to continue recovering from the

worst oil spill in our narion’s history.

Please make such restitution your top priority.

Sincerely,

Iéka (gt T
Box 1955
CORDpVA, AK
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Ken Adams
P.O. Box 1855
Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mr. Adams:

A copy of your letter to Mr. Carl Rosier of the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game has been forwarded to me for my comment. Thank you for your
suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe are most important
for the Trustee Council to implement following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.

Sincerely yours,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Envi.ronmenlal Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Mark L. Reynolds
P.O. Box 903
Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mr. Reynolds:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important for the Trustee Council to implement following the
Exxon Valdez oil spill. As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and
interest groups also advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an
important part of the restoration process. Your comments and suggestions,
along with those received from other members of the public, will be carefuily
considered as the Trustee Council and the Restoration Team make decisions
about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

Eméﬁém/%g

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Envi.ronmentat Consel_'vation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Depariments of Agriculture, and Interior
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. Dear Carl Rosier: *

Az a commerc1a1 flsherman in Pr1nce‘W1111am Sound I'm 1ook1ng for~& ‘
strong sign from you that the env1ronmenta1 quallty of the Sound w1ll no T
longer be compromised by Industry : B S T

Purchase of timber rights slated for cutting in the Sound is the best
way that restoration and enhancement can be addressed. Clearcutting is presently
proposed from near Cordova westward to Valdez Arm. This clearcutting poses
serious enviromnmental threats potentially as bad or worse than the spill
os Exxon Valdez oil. Clearcutting adds insult to injury to a land already
stressed by industry negligence and abuse.

Every dollar spent in direct acquisition of timber resources will
directly aid the Sound's ability to continue recovering frcm the worst
0il spill in our ration's history.

Please make such restitution your top priority.

Sincerely,

a7 //Cé//éf

Box 207/
Corpova, AK 99579
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645 " G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

d P‘l. I Eixxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team

February 21, 1992

Scott E. McKenzie
Box 2071
Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mr. McKenzie:

A copy of your letter to Mr. Carl Rosier of the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game has been forwarded to me for my comment. Thank you for your
suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe are most important
for the Trustee Council to implement following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

o %m/%;,

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501

F" | Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
l- Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

i

February 21, 1992

Brad Ott
P.O. Box 8822
Jackson, WY 83001

Dear Mr. OCtt:

A copy of your letter to Mr. Curt McVee of the U.S. Department of Interior
has been forwarded to me for my comment. Thank you for your suggestions
regarding the restoration projects you believe are most important for the
Trustee Council to implement following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

D infe

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Karen P. St.Jean
P.O. Box 141215
Anchorage, AK 99514

Dear Ms. St. Jean:

Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most importfant for the Trustee Council to implement following the
Exxon Valdez oil spill. As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and
interest groups also advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an
important part of the restoration process. Your comments and suggestions,
along with those received from other members of the public, will be carefully
considered as the Trustee Council and the Restoration Team make decisions
about the overall restoration program.

We very much appredate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.
Sincerely yours,
e Sibbowo] be
Dave Gibbons, PhD

Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agricutture, and Interior



December 21,1991

Burt Redmayne _
435 University Ave
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Trustees/Governor Hickel,

As a commercial fisherman in Prince William Sound I am
looking for a strong sign from you that the environmental quality of
the Sound will no longer be compromised by the sort of phony tax
schemes characterised by the Native Corporation logging now taking
place there.

Purchase of these timber rights slated for clearcutting
with funds from the Exxon Settlement will save the Sound from this
travesty without undue hardship on the Native Corps. It will also
help to preserve the Sound's uniquely unspoiled environment that
directly contributes to the livlihood of hundreds of Alaskans and
scasonal residents like myself.

Thank you for your attention to this important
opportunity.

Yours truly,

B Mty

HEGEIVED

DEC 27 1991

AD.EC
QOMMBSIONER' § OFFICE



Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Burt Redmayne
435 University Ave.
Boulder, CO 80302

Dear Mr. Redmayne:

A copy of your letter to the Trustee Council been forwarded to me for my
comment. Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects
you believe are most important for the Trustee Council to implement
following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

%/&%bﬂw/%

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmentat Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agricuiture, and Interior
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a Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Floyd J. Hutchens Jr.
HC-02 Box 66
Harrison, ID 83833-9605

Dear Mr. Huichens:

Your letter to to the Trustee Council has been forwarded to me for comment.
Thank you for your suggestions regarding the restoration projects you believe
are most important for the Council to implement following the Exxon Valdez
oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments and suggestions, along with those
received from other members of the public, will be carefully considered as the
Trustee Council and the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall
restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

A ﬂ&ﬂfeg

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc:  Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmentai Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Depariments of Agriculture, and Interior




Tom Hall and Elizabeth McLoughlin
1515 - 16th Avenue - R I
San Francisco, CA 94122, .
415/731-7944

State & Fed. Trustees Council for

Oil Spill Restoration, c/o Curt McVee
Dept. of the Interior, Off. of the Secretary
1689 C. St., Suite 100

Anchorage, AK 99501-5151

12 January 1992
Dear Mr. McVee:

We are writing to urge that restoration funds be allocated to purchase timber rights that are
scheduled for clearcutting in Prince William Sound and other oil spill impacted areas in the
region. We have sailed in Prince William Sound, canoced and camped on Admiralty Island,
and travelled extensively around that region, and clearcutting is an absolutely horrible practice
that should be forever banned in that part of Alaska. We have seen the damage that some
clear cutting tracts have begun to inflict on SE Alaska and the Williston travesty that was
done in central British Columbia is ghastly. The timber rights hardly generate any net
revenue for the government, clearcutting does irreparable damage to the land and esthetics of
the area, and all too often there is even no requirement for tree replanting.

We would appreciate a letter or advisory that lets us know of planned actions to be taken in
this regard and outlining future plans for restoring the area’s environment after the oil spill.

cc. Senators Cranston & Seymour; Rep. N. Pelosi
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San Francisco, CA 94122 )
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State & Fed. Trustees Council for = a\

Qil Spill Restoration, ¢/o Curt McVee
Dept. of the Interior, Off. of the Secretary
1689 C. St., Suite 100

Anchorage, AK 99501-5151

12 January 1992
Dear Mr. McVee:

We are writing to urge that restoration funds be allocated to purchase timber rights that are
scheduled for clearcutting in Prince William Sound and other oil spill impacted areas in the
region. We have sailed in Prince William Sound, canoed and camped on Admiralty Island,
and travelled extensively around that region, and clearcutting is an absolutely horrible practice
that should be forever banned in that part of Alaska. We have seen the damage that some
clear cutting tracts have begun to inflict on SE Alaska and the Williston travesty that was
done in central British Columbia is ghastly. The timber rights hardly generate any net
revenue for the government, clearcutting does irreparable damage to the land and esthetics of
the area, and all too often there is even no requirement for tree replanting.

We would appreciate a letter or advisory that lets us know of planned actions to be taken in
this regard and outlining future plans for restoring the area’s environment after the oil spill.

[ Chett /%%ﬁ\

cc. Senators Cranston & Seymour; Rep. N. Pelosi
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Exxon Valdez Qil Spill Restoration Team
645 “"G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Tom Hall and Elizabeth McLoughlin
1515 Sixteenth Avenue
San Francisco, CA 94122

Dear Mr. Hall and Ms. McLoughlin:

A copy of your letter to Mr. Curt McVee of the U.S. Department of Interior
has been forwarded to me for my comment. Thank you for your suggestions
regarding the restoration projects you believe are most important for the
Trustee Council to implement following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall restoration program.
I will refer your request to be kept advised of Trustee Council actions to the
Oil Spill Public Information Center here in Anchorage. You can contact
Mary McGee at OSPIC directly by calling 800/283-7745.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.
Sincerely yours,

A=

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustée Council
M. McGee

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmentat Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior
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Dec 30, 1991

Tee Mike Bartoh. Eeglonal birecktor . . e —eme o
USDA Forrest Service e i
PO Box 21628
Juneaun, Ak 99802 o

PR e
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: . CORH&?QNDENCEC{WHHOLNUL ‘ -
From: Larry L. Liebzau RESPONGE MUST B2 MALED ot ua
Cordcva; AR a9574 m&sm NTI’\\JLM )
OS5 C.

Raf: C(Clearcutting

- Dagy M. Barton,

I am a four year resident of Cordova. During that time
perlod T have personaily withessed come tragic things happen to
Prince william Sound and £he surrounding areaz of Cordova. I am sSure that
we will nevel completely recover Lfrom the spill but I am sura that
we can prevent future devastation caused by clearcutting-

The Eyak Corporation sold timber rights to Sheregstone
Logging Inc. I =m sure that yvou are aware that this "kiitchen table"
Corporatlion sale was conducted between Catherine Andergon { President
Eyak ‘Corpoaration ) and Robert "Boh" Anderson ( Owner Sherstone Logging ),
husband ard ¥ife. The intent is obvious. .

More important to the residents of Prince William Sound
iz the lrresponsible menpner in which the timber is being harvestied:
clearcutting. Two Moons Bay, Figh Bay. Sheridan Glzcier and now plans
for the land around Evzk Lake { Cordovas watershed }, Evak river near
Cordova. In the fFuoture, all the timbar on the comst hetween Cordova
and Valdez. I invite you to come to Cordova and take a £light seeing
trip with me in my zirplane. View the rape and devastatlon personally.
I believe that 1f you saw the complete disregarxd £or the eaviroment,
scenic areas, (ordovas watershed and the impact on local Salmon streams
and wildiife., vou would be inclined ko take action.

I prepose that you:r

(1) support the spending of ¢il spill funds Lo buy back the
.timbher rights.

{2) Support the state preposal to trade timbher of egqual value
in areas that would not be impacted as greatly as the Cordova ,
and Princes William Sound areas. .
a=:%¥fzzg :

{3) Direct that clearcutting practices be eliminate

A raply would be aﬁpr&ciated.

REEDanL FORESTER
rFOSES] SERICE
JUNEAU, ALATHA
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Larry L. Lietzan.
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907)278-7176

February 21, 1992

Larry L. Lietzau
Box 2195
Cordova, AK 99574

Dear Mr. Lietzau:

A copy of your letter to Mr. Michael Barton of the U.S. Forest Service has been
forwarded to me for my comment. Thank you for your suggestions regarding
the restoration projects you believe are most important for the Trustee
Council to implement following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments, along with those received from other
members of the public, will be carefully considered as the Trustee Council and
the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall restoration program.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address
above.

Sincerely yours,

. ofan

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc: Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior



Donald C. Kenyon ey
187 Walter Hays Drive, Palo Alto, CA-94308 30287

415/321-0520 R
January 22, 1991
| iECEIV ED
The H ble Charles Col Derariment of Law
e Honorable es Cole 1992
Attormey General " J P‘N 29
State of Alaska 732 |11|12|1|213|4|5|6
P.O. BoxK
Juneau, AK 99811 PE@EE%&@
Re: Restoration of Prince William Sound JAN 31 1992
Dear M. Cole, | R
‘ ‘ JUNEAU, ALASKA

I am writing to you as a member of the Trustee Council that will
administer the Exxon Valdez settlement monies to restore Prince William
Sound.

I urge you and the council to use these monies to buy back the timber
rights on large areas of lands in the Sound, on Kodiak Island and the Kenai
Peninsula. Acquisition of these timber rights will protect critical habitats
for fish and wildlife in the region. I understand that the Native
corporations and other corporatlons are mtemted in sellmg and see this
proposition as a "win-win".

My brother is a salmon fisherman in Cordova and I have visited Prince
William Sound on many occasions, so I feel very close to this area This
area is marvelous natural resource and should be protected as much as
possible,

I would appreciate if you would copy this letter to other members of the
Trustee Council. Thank you in advance for your careful consideration in
this matter,
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Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Restoration Team
645 "G" Street, Anchorage, AK 99501
Phone: (907) 278-8012 Fax: (907) 278-7176

February 21, 1992

Donald C. Kenyon
197 Walter Hays Drive
Palo Alto, CA 94303-2924

Dear Mr. Kenyon:

Your letter to to Mr. Charles Cole of the Alaska Department of Law has been
forwarded to me for comment. Thank you for your suggestions regarding the
restoration projects you believe are most important for the Council to
‘implement following the Exxon Valdez oil spill.

As you may be aware, a number of other citizens and interest groups also
advocate acquisition of habitat or timber rights as an important part of the
restoration process. Your comments and suggestions, along with those
received from other members of the public, will be carefully considered as the
Trustee Council and the Restoration Team make decisions about the overall
restoration program. As you requested, your letter has been forwarded to the
other members of the Trustee Council.

We very much appreciate your ideas and concerns. If you have additional
comments or questions, please feel free to contact me in care of the address

above.

Sincerely yours,

Duve é%%/ '

Dave Gibbons, PhD
Interim Administrative Director

cc:  Trustee Council

State of Alaska: Departments of Fish & Game, Law, Natural Resources, and Environmental Conservation
United States: Environmental Protection Agency, NOAA, Departments of Agriculture, and Interior



